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PROP OS A L S 
Fr PUBLISHING & SUBSCRIPTION, 


IN THREE VOLUMES Ware EACH CONTAINING ABOUT THREE HUNDRED & FIFTY PAGES, 


wn ſyrIcr, SIXTY-FOUR SICCA RUPEES] 


A TRANSLATION OF THE, 


SEIR MUTAQHERIN; 


© R, 


VIEW OF MODERN TIMES, 


BEING AN 


HISTORY. OF INDIA, 


FROM THE YEAR 1118, To THE YEAR 1194, or TE HEDJRAH 
| CON TAINING, IN GENERAL, _ 


THE: REIGNS or THE SEVEN LAST EMPERORS OF HINDOSTAN, 


Ab IN PARTICULAR, 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH WARS IN BENGAL: 


' + WITH A CIRCUMSTANTIAL DETAIL OF THE - RISB AND FALL OF THE FAMILIES oF 


SERAD J-ED-DOWLAH, AND SHUDJAH-ED- DOWLAH, 
THE LAST SOVEREIGNS-CF BENGAL AND OW 
To evhich the Author has added, a critical Examination of the Engli 4 Government and Policy i in uo 


| Ke Countri's, as far down as the Year 1783: 
. ' THE WHOLE WRITTEN IN PERSIAN, 


By SEID-GHOLAM-HOSSEINK HAN, 
wir INDIAN NoBLEMAN of big Rank, tho wrote both as ACTOR and SPECTATORe. | 


17 * 


E HIS InsTrORx. hf OS FORTY to Governor Haſtings, ws 
not addrefled to him! in London (it was intended to regale him with 


line, who \ was informed that it Had: been bürfied thither in tlie 


| = that g great man, a elucidating & 47 0 ey and fo Bac 
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the ſurpriſe of it) but to « Correſpondent, eminent iu the mercantile | 


| rough! ſtare th which it was, merely to afford ſome timely affifländr | 


— . 


„ ) 
towards clearing ile es refer 8 Character: theſe were; (e the hi - 


10 
a 


c. pinion conceived by thenatives of bis Wiener cerhibent and 


« the attachment they bore to his perſon; the falſchood of the Ro- 
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& hillah nation's having been extirpated, or even intended f or extir- 


« « pation + : the juſt rounds © cn Which Ehudjah-ed- doulah went to 
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4% war wth them : the erroneons opinion conceived by ſons per- 


1 I 55 bete in as handsof rhe Princeſzat F Sib d, r _ 
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3 con juncture, which our author points out with its date and mo- 


— 


| - Bayer the opinion af the natives on Nandecomar's death; and 
8 © C their deteſtation of the perſecution undergone by the Governor 
0 from General Clavering and his party.“ - All thoſe points, with 
ſome more, were to be ſet in a ſtrong light by this publication : — 


6 * | | But in the rough Rate in which it had been hurried to England, it 
| unavoidably wanted much correction in the diſtribution aud divi- 


ſions of the ſubject, in the punctuation of the ſenſe, and in the ſtyle: 
all which defects required the inſpection of a reviewer before it 
could be ſent to che preſs. Unfortunately, the perſon to whoſe: 
| judgement and care the whole had deen ſubmitted (and this was no 

Jeſs than an eminent hiſtorian ina nation that has now taken the lead ; 
| of all Europe, after having been for ſeveral centuries ſhockingly 
F defective in that branch of literature) unfortunately, I fay, that 


l 


gentleman proved to be deaf, and upon his death- bed : ſo that my 


- - dt 
K 


correſpondent, unable to ſpare any time himſelf for the inſpection 
of this work, was obligedto lay it by, until a perſon properly quali- 
ſied might be found out, and, of courſe, untilfreth inſtructions ſhould | 
| | . come 
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(5). 
come from India. Bur ſuch an incident being likely to take up a 


whole; year more, and the original intent af che publication being to- 


tally marred and already defeated, there remained no other reſource 


chan that of ſupplicating the Britiſh public in Bengal, inſtead of ad- 


dreſſing the Britiſh'public in London,---Fhis alteration. was fol- 
lowed by another: inſtead of applying the profits of this publica- 
tion to the beneſit of the little ſum I had placed iu the Engliſh funds, 
for the education of my children ſent to England, I thought i it full 


as proper to transfer chem to the beneſit of the Britiſh inſolvent deb- 


tors in Bengal. | | 
Not that Fam unaware of ths er paſſed upon n the excluſive- 


neſs of that diſpoſition: but there were ſtrong motives for it---In a 


| ſojourn of more than thirty years in India, and in particular in 
Bengal „I have obliged, aſſiſted, relieved, an infinity of Indians 


and other Aſiaticks, made the fortune of ſome, and have never 


met with any other return than perfect indifference or the blackeſt 
ingratitude,---'The calc is very different with the Britiſh : taken up 
by them after a ſhip-wreck, 1 have been aſſiſted and relieved with 
ſo much generoſity, chat at laſt a ſmall competency was put in my 
way; and the only return I ever made for ſuch important benefits, 
amounts to one or do advices conveyed to government, and ſome 
{mall trifling relief afforded to five or ſix individuals wrecked or 


diſtreſſed; a. merit too. diminutive certainly to be ſet to account 


in the line of return.---In, reſtrifting therefore, to Britiſh inſolvent 


debtots only, the benefits of this publication, I am conſcious. of ate 
ing with great propriety; nor is this any new thought : the wor- 


; thy Captain Thornhill, whoſe te and benevolence: are univer- 
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fally kin] will, I hope, aver, that having ſo early as the y ear 
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1774, dedicated a yearly ſum of a thouſand Rupees to a charitable 
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fociety at the head of which he was, I broke my connections with 


- — — 
* 


it, on their objeCting to my reſtricting the donation to Britiſh inſol- 
vent debtors only, againſt the ſpirit of the inſtitution. | 
Unluckily for me, (and my regrets fall entirely upon che uſe I 


— — — ſ— — — f :. — — 
— — — - — 


TO | now to make of the work) this publication has unavoidably 
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ll | _- by delays and contretemps, the only merit it could pretend to, 
| —_ which was: NoveLTyY.---It'i is now ſuperſeded and totally eclipſed 
ii % Gentlerthan well known in the literary world, and i in the line 
it Ry of tranflation i in particular, who, by publiſhing his General Hiſto- 
ry of India (a work greatly ſuperior to this in arrangement and per- 
ſpicuity of ſubject, as well as elegance of ſtyle) has very nearly 


| 
W 
| | rendered this lender performance ſuperfluous and nugatory. Hows, 


| a ever, as I cannot diveſt myſelf totally of all regard for tweuty-four 
l | folio quires of paper, that have coſt me ſo much money, and ſo 
i 4 | much bodily labour; andas I fancy that the generality of that gen- 
| tleman's plan cannot have admitted an infinity of facts and details 


peculiar to this performance; I cannot help flattering myſelf that 


this humble offering of a well meaning individual will ſtill find 


+ grace with the public. rp n 
Y Although this addreſs be poſſibly! too long already, fan I am 
| to add tw o ſhort articles more.---A year ago I intended to print 
| | the firſt Volume at my own expence, and to ſubmit chat trial to an 
indulgent public; but che cop ſent to England by triplicate, hav- 
þ | | ing colt mie more than two thouſand rupees; and my little com- 
6 | 5 petency (now greatly uMPaired by misfortunes and bankrupicies; as: 
4 „% N 1 8 well 
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well as by a* variety of infidclities, tha: have at laſt forced me to 
look out ſor ſome livelihood in Calcutta) being unable to furhith 
Ae felt expence required by this publication, I have thought it 
expedient to ſupplicate che publie on that head, rather than to give 
d any trouble to at gentleman Killed 1 in Perfian, who had in 1 785, 
generouſly oftered his patronage, for tae purpoſe of gsttiüg it 


) , 


printed here by ſubſcription, | 

All, or by much the greateſt part of the perſons 11815 me in 

; . 5 Uiftory, were to have a a plate in their proper places; and 

Plates were allo, to be occaſionally inſerted, of fortreſſes, palaces, 

: buildings, arms, ceremonies, &c. Kc. but all that is become im- 

; poſſible, or nearly ſo: the five hundred miniatures ſent for that 
purpoſe to England being Rill there. N evertheleſs, as a few mi- 
niatures have been procured ſince, and others may be found amongſt 
the curious of Calcutta, chis publication may ſtill have ſome plates, 
or rather as many as the public ſhall encourage. 

This performance having been originally intended for European 


readers, was of courſe interſperſed with a variety of notes and re- 


marks, abſolutely neceſſary to them; and although there is no 
doubt of their becoming nearly ſuperfluous in India, yet it has 
been ſurmiſed that they would not prove totally unacceptable to 
ſome Indian readers, even in Bengal ! and they have been there- 


fore ſuffered to ſtand as they were. 


CONDITIONS 


CONDITIONS. . r Fr) 
I. The work to be neatly printed, upon the belt Patna Paper. Ga! 


II. The Subſcription to be Sixty-four Rupees, a Price which, it is hoped, 


may appear moderate, compared to ſome other publications. 
III. Each Volume to be delivered to the Sable: as fon as fmniſtd, 


#4: i 42 


and to be paid for on delivery, 
IV. The Printing to be RUTHER) as ; ſoon as a Hundred Numes han be 


oo cribed. q 
. Although the Tranſlator has reed himſelf * all pecuniary Vi iews, 


9 


he cannot venture on the Expence arcending this Publication, but after the 


{13 ö 
Subſcription ſhall have amounted to a a hundred names, ſo as to encourage che 


n ie 1775 


| Printer to go on win his Work. 
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THIS HISTORY OF INDIA, 
By MIR-GHOLAM—HOSSEIN-KHAN, 
1 i HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 


TO THE HONORABLE 


WARREN HASTINGS, Ew 


| TWO YEARS AFTER HIS DEPARTURE FROM BENGAL, 
BY THE TRANSLATOR, 
HIS EVER OBLIGED, _ — 
RESPECTFUL SERVANT; 
NOTA-MANUS. 
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Forſan et hæc olim meminiſſe Juvabit. =VIRGILs | 
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Copy of « a Tribes ſuppoſed to Jovi been h oft in the elbe, in the Tear 


I 178 5 as it has never been anſwered. 


To the Honorable W ARREN Hasr INGS, Eig. late Governor General of the 


Britiſh Dominions in the Eaſt Indies. 
| (a) Lucknow, 1 5th February, 1785. 
HONORABLE sin, 95 85 . | 


Ir to-day five years ſince I have had the honor to ſpeak to you ; nor has it 
been in my power to ſee you theſe two years. Your time is too important, a 
honorable Sir, to be engroſſed, even for a moment, by any thing ſhort of 
ſome tid buſineſs on my part; but, yet I have been enjoying yau all this. 
while : I have been enjoying you, honorable Sir, in that reverential awe 
and that high admiration you have impreſſed all Hindoſtan with; in that 
love of their's which the Natives have more than once forcibly expcniihd for 
your perſon, and towhich you are the only European that ever had any acceſs : 
So that whenever in letters from London, or in public papers, I. chanced to 
obſerve that the beſt. qualified judges in Europe had at laſt cloſed with the 
high opinion entertained of your talents in India, I exulted in that univerſal 


approbation, as if Lord'Stairs's (i) excellent tracts had reflected ſome luſtre: 


upon even me. Gone are now our joys, honorable Sir you are 


quitting us this piece of intelligence to which you ſeemed to have pre- 
pared our minds, has ſhaken my whole frame, as if it were ſome ſudden 


unexpected. ſtroke; (2) to no purpoſe do I ſearch for ſolace in roving from 


8 — — r * — TIN TIS — — — 


(a) Lucknow, at nine hundred miles from Calcutta, is the Capital of the Asd, and I arrived there juſt as 
the Governdr had quitted it to return to Bengal 


(1) In one of theſe tracts where that deep thinking nobleman examines critically the tate of his nations 
and of courſe that of all Europe, he ſays, that the Engliſh arms have been unſucceſsful every where, except in India, 
where they have triumphed: a ſingularity which he aſcribes to the talents of the Chatham of the Eaſt (and that 


is his expreſſion). . 


() The Governor had already ſent his Conſort to England. 
| ſo 
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ſcat to ſeat, and from garden to garden: Poſt equitem ſedet atra Cura- 


Nothing is green for me now in thoſe once pleaſing ſpots: they are become 


ſo many dreary deſarts; nor am I ever ſenſible of my being gone in or 


come out, but when I am put in mind of it by my people. 


To no purpoſe i is it to repeat to myſelf, that the Engliſh are but ſo many 


ſtrangers to me, and that yourſelf, after all, are but one of thoſe ſtrangers. 


Soon my heart recoils at the ſacrilegious argument; and a recollection partly 
pleaſing, and partly painful, never fails to inform me internally, that after an in- 
tercourſe of five and twenty years, thoſe ſtrangers are become my only country- 


men; that yourſelf, honorable Sir, are my oldeſt acquaintance amongſt thoſe 


- countrymen, and, moreover, my partial and munificent patron; and that, if 


inſtead of ſhining in the world as the Chatham of the Eaſt, it had been your 


fate to have moved only in an humble ſtation, you would have been my 


* 


boſom- friend. 
It has been a ſtanding rule hitherto with me, honourable Sir, never to take 


a perſonal leave of my friends. But many are the alterations occaſioned in 
me by your departure; and it is not without a ſenſe of jealouſy, I fee Colonel 


Martine (3) hurrying down to bid you his laſt farewel. Twice have! attemp- 


ted to return to Europe, and twice have been obliged to come back after hav- 
ing loſt every thing; ſo that ten years ago, I had fat myſelf down with a reſo- 


lution to liſten to the voice of Providence, and to end my days in India: But 


India is become a dreary waſte for me now; and I am now preparing to quit 


it for the third time, were it but to get rid of that emptyneſs which every where 


ſurrounds me. 


—_— 


— 


(3) Colonel Martine is one of thoſe French, who driven to defpair by the miſery and famine that deſolated 


Pondicherry in 1760, threw themſelves amongſt the Engliſh. He has ever been with them ſince that day; 
aud although conſtantly employed in deſperate affairs, (ſo ſays the Hiſtorian Orme, one of the beſt informed, as 
well as one of the moſt eloquent men that ever wrote hiſtory), he has never been wounded. Colonel Martine 


is a man deſirous of all kinds of knowledge ; and, although he is at the head of a large fortune, which he owes only | 


to his induſtry, he works whole days together at all the arts that concern Watch-making and Gun-ſmith-work, 
with as much bodily labor, as if he had his bread to earn by it. As an architect, (and he is every thing) he has 


built himſelf at Lucknow a ſtrong elegant houſe, that has neither Beams nor TO and is ſo contrived that 
a ſingle man might defend it againſt multitudes. 


cannot 
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1 have known you perſon, honorable Sir, theſe fre ad twenty years: de 


life of diſpute and contention to which you have been doomed this long while, 
cannot have altered the original ſenſibility of your heart: receive then, ho- 


norable Sir, an offering worthy of it: this letter, this artleſs diſorderly let- 
ter, has been in many a {pot bedewed by the tear of affection, and more than 
once interrupted by the ſob of regret, and the ſcream of deep-felt woe. 
May that Providence, that has over ſhadowed you in many an awful occa- 
ſion, continue to watch over your perſon in your intended journey; and when, 
after a long ſeries of years gloriouſly ſpent, your laſt hour ſhall have come, 
may you depart with recollection enough to remember, chat you have been 


an ornament to your nation, a banefactor to your country, and a reſource to 


an infinity of diſtreſſed. 


Jam, with an everlaſting attachment, 


Honorable Sir, 
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Your ever obliged, reſpectful Servant; 
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NOTA- MANus. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


my poblic has been 3 informed at the latter end of the preface that 
the Italian or rather the Scotiſh Alphabet has been made uſe in this work 
to write the oriental names; but as ſome objeQions have been made to ſo general 


a definition, it has been thought proper to * here the particulars of it, 


| ALL che vowels are to be pronounced in the Italian or Scottiſh way; but as 
there are numberleſs places where the ſound of the Engliſh oo is preceded by an o, 
and three ſuch os might look ſtrange and would infallibly miſlead the Reader, the 
figure 8 that is the Greeck s has been uſed to ſignifie the ſound intended by the 
double o. It is thus the word Seradj-ed-do'slah is written, or thus Seradj-ed-do'ulah, 
the Acute Accent or the double dots marking the letter on which the Emphaſis 
is to fall, and the voice to be raiſed: however the work having been printed by 
ſeveral Printers, this has been diſregarded by ſome, who have adhered to the 
-uſual {pelling ; ſo that the double o is often ſeen where there ought to be a 


Creek a. 


oh. and alſo % anſwer exactly to the Scottiſh ch is Cariarach, Glenorchi: 
is, that compound letter is to be 7 like a ſtrong I or aſpiration * 
from the throat. | 


En. is to be ſounded every where as the Scottiſh Gk in Daughter, and even 
more gutturally; although in the word Djaghir and ſome others in uſe amongſt the 
Engliſh, it has been thought proper to follow the ordinary ſpelling, and of courſe 
to ſuffer its retaining the ſound of the Engliſh gh, in Moningham. 


8 Tax -Engliſh J in jaylor has been put after .a D, becauſe that ſame 7 in num- 

ber of places bears in this work the ſame ſound as the ſmall : in initials. It is 
Far that reaſon that we write Djaafer-qhan, 
| 9 Taz 


1 
* * 


* 


Tux words Rio and Ray are often written 2 two able upon n the firſt youel o. 
denote the elevation of the voice, and alſo to diſtinguiſh thoſe and ſome other 

ſimilar words, in two ſyllables. In general the Acute Accent, or the two dots upon 
a letter denote its being to be pronounced diſtinaly from the preceding vowel. 
The word Vezir, has been in ſome places Vizier &c ; nor have ay endeavours been | þ 
able to wean the Printer from mat praQtice and ſome weber mee : 


Bur SOPs have been guilty of an infinity of alterations both through chance” 
and though wilfulneſs ; let it be a ſtanding rule then that all the vowels of a name 
are to be ſounded each diſtinaly and i in the Scottiſh manner. | | 


Cinil wars that follow Aoreng-zib's demiſe. Babadyr Shah, Emperor. Dickens: Shahi 
Emperor. Origin of the Syks, an order of mendicants who. turn Soldiers, and ound a- 
monarchy. Ferob-Syur Emperor. the two Styd-Brothers,., abſolute diſpoſers of the 
Empire. Mabhmed- Hal, Emperor. Origion of the Marbattas Empire aud Royal family. 
Invaſion of Hindsftan by Nadyr-Shah, alias Tahm-Aſp-Culi qhan ; Ahmed-Shah, Empes - 
ror. 
Civil Wars. Alemghir ſecond, Emperor, blinded. Aliverdi-qhan, Viceroy of Bengal _ 
becomes independent. Founds a new dynaſly in angel: which ends in Seradi ed 
Dou la. 1 24] 


* Emperor Aorengeib after a long reign departs this life ated ninety-two years "OY 
divided his dominions between his children. Civil Wars. Azem Shah oſcends the throne.. 
Soltan Mdazzem, his eldeſt ſen aſcend; the throne. Battle of Agra. between the beo 
brothers, wherethe ſecond brother dies fighting valiantly, The elder brother acknowledged | 
Empero runder the title of Babadyr-Shali proves very ſcrupulous in his word, but very feeble 


"ELF , 


4 We qt 


71s 


Contents of this Firlt Votame; In Fight Sections. 5 


Blinded by bis Vizir. irruption and origin of the Durranies, alias Addalies. 


Contents of the Firſt Section. 


an 


a7 + | 

in bis adminiſtration. Dies ſuddenly. Civil Wars between his children, Civil War again. 
Mu#zzeddin, the elder brother unexpectediy viftorious, aſcends the throne uuder the title of Die- 
hundar-Shab, wants to promote to a Viceroyalty the brother of a dance girl, his miſtriſs. 
is oppoſed by his Vexir 15 a very curious ſarcaſtical ſpeech: A rival to the Empire ariſes in ' 
Bengal: it is Ferob- & yur whoſe party is eſpouſed by two Styd brothers, Viceroys of two 
. provinces. The Emperor ſends tas ſon to fight his Rival by whom the young prince is 
defeated. the Emperor himſelf defeated, flies for his life, is arreſted by bis Vezir, ank 
ſtrangled by his. competitor. Ferob-Syur Emperor. Feroh-Syur's ſanguinary executions, bis 

mean charatter, Jealouſies between the Emperor and the-two Brothers. Singular ſpeech of 


one of them in Full audience. The youuger appointed Viceroy of all the Decans.' Religious 


troubles in Ahmed-Abad Gudjrat and in the capital. Account and origin of the Sycks, an 
order of mendicants founded ' by Nanec-Shab, their Patriarch. T. Hey turn warriors and | 
commit horrible rauagts. Ddsd-qban-Peni, @ famous Afghan general oppoſes the neu 
vicerey in Dean and is ſlain in the middle of his victory. his Radjpet Conſort refuſes to 
live, opens her own belly with his pomard, dexterouſly extracts a child which ſhe tenderly 
" recommends to the by ftanders, and dies unconcerudely. Death and admirable character 
/ the old Vezir Aſed gqhan, Vezir to Aorengrib. Ferok-Syur'y, who had ſtrangled that 
Manifter's ſon, now humbles hiviſelf before bim, and ſends him by a perſon of importance 
a very ſiugular meſſage, to which the dying man returns a very curious anſwer, which 4 


proves Prophetic. 
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TRANSLA TOR, PREFACE. 


2 


* the man who has not che honor to be born an Englithman, and 
is far from being a Perfian ; who never has ſeen England, and never had any 
other maſter in Ade heguage but him · ſelf, ſhould attempt to tranſlate 
from che Perſian into Engliſh, and moreover to appear in print, is ſuch a 
ſtrange proceeding, and borders ſo much upon impudence and temerity, 
chat the leaſt I owe to an indulgent public, and to my own character, is to ſub- 
mit to their pleaſure ſome account. of ſo uruſtal a tranſaction, that they may 
ſee themſelves by what a chain of ſtrange circumſtances I have been inſenſibly 
drawn into fo adventurous an undertaking. And here I am conſcious that 


I am going-to ; fall, (through contagion probably) into a courſe of irkſome 1 


egotiſms; but as my ſtory is likely to give many an inſight. into the cuſtoms 


and characters of Hindoſtan ; and I have no other way of accounting for the 


temerity of my tranſlation, I humbly conceive that, on that ſole account, it 
may find grace with many of my readers, if ever I ſhall have any. 

Azo ur eighteen years ago, when I was maſter of an Eaſtern Library, and 
of a Cabinet of Eaſtern Curioſities*, I had conceived a deſign of ſpending 
my leiſure hours in a variety of tranſlations „ and likewiſe in a reaſoned cata- 


Jogue of or LY Onental Miniatures, and Antiquities : But all that, with 


— * 2 


0 Theſe had been Collecting for years together, at a time when . BIS Vanſittart and Mr. Haſtings ex 
.cepted, I was the only European that underſtood a little-Perfian ; and of courſe, when Perſian and Indian books, 


-miniatures, and curioſities bore their own price in common with all other objects of commerce and no more; 


and when likewiſe I was the only man that ever thought of ſuch a collection: at ſuch a time, the collection had 
coſt me full four thouſand Rupees; and, if a Shah-N ame-Muſſevver, which then coſt me only fifty Rupees, would 
now fetch a thouſand or more with the other articles in proportion, I have every. reaſon to believe, that the cu 

ious in Oriental Literature, a ſpecies of knowledge that abounds now in Calcutta, and in which ſeveral Eng- 
uuchmen might prove my maſters and teachers, would have inſtantly ſwept my Collection for two or three Lacks. 
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(8) 
the remainder of my. fortune, was ſacked and plundered at Djeddah and Mecca. 
in1770; and I returned to India, with an intention indeed to begin the world” 
a-new under the patronage of my friends (the Engliſh) , but with a firm reſo< © 


lution never to employ any money in books: I had even taken a diſlike to 


them, I mean to Oriental books ; ; when an event happened that reconciled me 


to them again. Such a narrative, „I acknowledge, would figure pretty well 
at the end of che one thouſand and one nights, but it is nevertheleſs true, and 
to my ſorrow, but too true. ij 3 | 
Lap ſeen ſo much bad. wea in my youthful days, and fo often ſuffered 
both hunger and thirſt in — | 
fortune which I ſince loſt at Mecca, I thought it prudence to abſtain from 


whilſt I was ſcraping together the little 


many a comfort of life, in order to- lay- by the ſooner a proviſion for a day 
of diſtreſs : But when I returned to India, and ſaw myſelf introduced by the 
national munificence, and private partiality of my Engliſh friends into a little | 
competency, I thought it prudence, to ſnatch as faſt as I could at thoſe grati- 
fications of which I had deprived myſelf hitherto , and at thofe bade which 
were now leaving me one after another. In time; I came to think it more 
prudent and more delicate ts employ my induſtry and time in aſſembling a 
Seraglio of my own: this gratification , ſo hiſcious and faſcinating in theory, 
but ſo irkſome and cloying, as well as dangerous in practice, and which to- 
gether with an Indian cabinet of curioſities, had always been a wiſh of my 
heart, was ſoon acquired; and whillt many of the Engliſh, who fancy I never 
travel without ſome mighty ſcheme in my head, thought I was actually upon 
the wing for ſome political project; I diverted myſelf with the ludicrous pur- 
pole for which I was really taking ſo many trips to Lucknow. But men on 
the decline of life, who after abandonning the ſcheme of making a collection 
of books, jump at once into the project of making a collection of F emale 
Beauties , muſt lay their account with cutting now and then a capital figure in 


certain adventures, Wien never fail to e! in a houſe where youth and 


beauty 


& a.) 
en jumbled cogether ab old age and wrinkles, I diſcovered that a 


Vi. 


beloved girl of mine, was in (intrigue with one of my dependants; and the 
conſequence of chat amour ſoon proved of a nature which felt love could not 
put up with, but which a ſenſe of humanity and a high regard for the girl, 
would not permit me either to chaftiſe or to ſuppreſs. At laſt I reſolved on turning 
the girl out of my houſe with a ſum of money in her hands: but upon recol- 
| lection, I remembered that a dear bought experience had taught me, that mo · 
- ney and liberty together, were the very worſt preſents that could be made to 
young women who have always lived immured within lofty walls; and 
fain was 1 to provide for her in another manner. A Muſhatta, that is a 
Procureſs, was ſent for, I mean one of thoſe diſcreet, ſhrewd, inquiſitive, old 
«women, ſo common in Hindoſtan, where the buſineſs of finding a wife or a 
hufband, is neceffarfly tranſacted by brockerage : after rumaging the whole 
city of Lucknow for three months together, and rejecting a number of par- 
ties, a young man of about thirty, ſtout, and of a good mien, was found out 
at laſt. It was a Mogul-Baccha, or man of Mogul origin, and a trooper; 
and of courſe, according to the notions univerſally received all over Hindoſ- 
tun , 2 gentleman to all intents and purpoſes. Contrary to the rules of the 
country , an interview was managed between the young folks; and by dint of 
reaſoning and entreaties, I prevailed upon the girl to accept him. She was re- 
peatedly heard to fay that ſhe felt no inclination for his company, but I ob- 
| jetted that I could not with any regard to myſelf keep ker at home, nor with 
any regard to her own well-fare, entruſt her perſon to her 8 Jou 
want en ſaid the girl, wich an air which ſtruck me, «© You want then to 
| turn me out of the houſe, and to chain me to that man”? © ge it ſo“ 
-after a pauſe But you ſhall one Ss repent of 


added the Sill 


2 Witneſſes were now procured, a contract was paſſed, and ſhe was mar- 


ried. The girl received with her own cloaths and trinkets, tome ſmal] preſents, 


and a purſe * tee hundred rupees} and ſhe as carried away by her huf- 
e band 


3 


— 


1 
band. But what is Gogithe; ſhe was bathed in tears, and al the women of the 
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houſe were weeping likewiſe; and although ſuchꝭ a circumſtance is always part 
of the etiquette on ſuch occaſions, there was now an air of ** which 
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greatly affected me. | 
A MonTH had not elapſed, when ſhe found means to ſend me complaints, 


and to wiſh herſelf dead : this was her expreſſion ; and there were many others. 
In two months more, the girl in a dark rainy night preſented herſelf at my 
door; 1 was aſtoniſhed to find her in my houſe again. I informed her 
that 1 ee myſelf by a public writing of every right over her perſon; 
that ſhe was another man's wite ; and that my interfering i in their quarrels, 
would neicher do her good, nor redound to my honour : She fell a weeping, 


and complained that her huſband, an antiphyſician profeſſed * (as are molt 
Moguls, ) paſſed his time in a company of non- comformiſts, and had beſides 


- gamed away her little dowry ; ſo that ſhe ſometimes ſuffered for want of ne- 
ceſſaries, the government being in arrears to him by full nine months. The 
unfortunate girl's caſe was truly affecting; and her tears, and her proteſta- 
tions, that ſhe wo uld jump into a well, (and ſhe attempted. it) rather, 
than return to him, would have melted a ſtatue of ſtone, and. puzzled a man 
of ſenſe. At laſt, after three days deliberation, I hit. upon a party, which I 
prevailed upon her to admit; for her inexperience was ſuch, that ſhe 
thought ſhe could live ſecurely in my houſe : I hired a garry or a covered 
coach in a diſtant part of the town, and ſometime before day-break I had 
her conveyed thither in a hamper, after having, as I thought, attended to her 
neceſſities, by putting in her hands a draught of two hundred Rupees upon | 
Benares ; and provided for her ſafety by recommending her to an old man- 
who had orders to ſee her landed in that city. I likewiſe contrived to get her 
eſcorted as far as one day's journey from Lucknow. We parted with tears on 
both ſides ; and ſhe was ſeen ſafe at twelve coſſes diſtance. Seven days after, 
as I was getting out of my houſe at day break to take an airing, | perceived 


a 


* £2 8 | | Ne 
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= | . 
a bag cloſe to my door; and on my ordering one of my people to ſee what 
it could be, I went to look at it myſelf, and the firſt object that caught my ſight, 
was an arm with a mole and an elegant hand, on a ſmall finger of which I ſoon 9 
recollected a ring made of hair and gold wire: There was no ſtanding ſuch 
a ſpectacle: I returned into the houſe, and my troubled imagination made | 
me ſee in the hall, right before me, the girl in tears, and ſaying : 7 be it ſ0--. 
but you ſhall repent.”-= * 8 
Fw weeks had elapſed after this event, when I received intelligence that 
Governor Haſtings was going to depart for Europe : this circumſtance, to 
which he ſeemed to have been preparing our hearts, (a) completed the unhin- 
ging of my mind, as if by ſome unexpected ſtroke. That Gentleman had been 
one of my oldeſt acquaintances among the Engliſh : I had conceived an 
affection for his perſon ſo early as twenty-five years ago; and he had proved 
in the ſequel, the principal author of my well-being : his quitting India at a 
time when I was yearly loſing ſome of my friends by their departure for Eu- 
rope, or by death; and when my mind, affected by theſe diſcouraging loſſes, 
and imprefſed with the thoughts of that ill- fated girl, wanted ſome potent re- 
lief, became a calamity that overwhelmed all my faculties. Some people ob- * 
ſerved that I was talking to his picture, a picture of ſtriking likeneſs, by the 
inimitable Zophanii. I was ſenfible myſelf that ſo'te ſtrange alteration had 
taken place within me, and ] was thinking how to make a diverſionꝰo ſo much 
accumulated forrow, when my good fortune interpoſed. & R 


Ox my going into one of the Navvab's ſeats, an old woman, among 
other articles of ſale, offered me ſome broken leaves of a decayed book, in 
which the author talked with encomiums of the Engliſh Parliament in Europe, 

and with ſome aſperity of the Englith Government in Bengal. A Perſian diſ- 
courſe upon Engliſh Politicks! ſtrange indeed! I took the broken leaves, 
and peruſed {ome of them in the Garden; and the ſtyle, as well as the 8 


— 


„ 


. 


: (a) He had already ſent his conſort two years. betore. 


having 


. 4 
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having awakened my curioſity, I ſeized on this opportunity to afford ſome relief 
to my wearied mind. 1 reſolved to tranſlate it, in order to ſhew the author's 


opinions to a couple of friends; but on tranflating, 1 found that I had in hand 


only ſome broken leaves ef a ſecond Volume, and that the firſt and third were 


wanting ; and theſe I found at Moorſhoodabad, en my ſoon returning to 
Bengal. My views by this time had beengreatly enlarged by the peruſal of 
my author; ; and after having lightly thought of tranſlating ſome parts of his 
book, merely as an object of curioſity, but ef] pecially as a reſource againſt grief 
and deep felt ſorrow, I reſolved to tranſlate the whole of it, as a matter of 
honor and benefit, being then intent on ſending two of my children to 
England, and anxious to add ſomething to an independent fund which I 
wiſhed to eſtabliſh. for their education. Shall I end the phraſe ? I tranſlate it 
now as a matter of information, which it is incumbent upon me to impart to 


my adopted Countrymen (the Engliſh) ; and as a warning which I owe to their 


proſperity. Having lived or ſtrolled full fixe and twenty years among them; be- 


ing ſo far accuſtomed to their language, that I cannot, for want of practice, 
write any other ſo fluently; having been this long ſeries of years an admirer of 


their language and hiſtory; and being indebted to their national munificence, 52 
as well as to their private partiality, for the little competency upon which 1 | 
now ſubſiſt ; the tranſitionis but natural, (and this is but a very ſmall merit, - | 
X any at all) from ſuch a ſet of ſentiments to ſuch another, as would render 7 


me a well-wiſher to their government anda friend to their proſperity : my own. 


welfare has flowed from their's, and even now does flow from it. 


Tux general turn of the Engliſh individuals i in India, ſeems to be a FO 


rough contempt for the Indians (as a national body). It is taken to be no 


better than a dead ſtock, chat may be worked upon without much conſidera- 


tion, and at pleaſure: But beware! chat national body is only motionleſs, 


but neither inſenſible, nor dead. There runs throughout our author's narrative, 


a ſubterraneous vein of national reſentment, which emits vapours now and 
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then, and hid bis odeatjonit encomiums of the Enelith, can neither conceal 


nor even palliate; and yet he is himielf but a voice that has Fr poken. among 
a million of others that could ſpeak, but are ſilent : Nor have fi gns of this | 


| national ſullenneſs been wanting theſe lixteen years. Living myſelf in the 
center of Moorſhoodabad; wearing an Hindoſtany dreſs, and making a prac- 


tice in the evening to walk the ſtreets with only a ſervant, either to liſten to, or 
to mix with, any company I meet with either there or in the market place; 1 
neceſſarily get a variety of information, which is often out of the power, and al- | 
ways out ofthe way, of any other European: for an example of this; I ſhall ap- 


peal to the teſtimonyof Mr. William Wroughton, now Chief at Dacca, a gen- 


tleman, to whoſe perſon and abilities, no man in Bengal will object: Full fif- 


teen days before government had received any official account of that cala 
mitous event, I wrote him an affecting note about the ferment actually 
cauſed in the city of Morſhoodadad „by the defeat at Vargam mens Poonah ; 
and prend a wiſh that government might receive an early notice of it. 
1 HOPE it is admitted on all hands, that ſmall accidental ſtories, and un · 


Sea expreſſions on an important event, will better point out the na- 


tional turn of mind, however dormant, than any profeſſed reaſoning; The 


unfortunate affur at Benares with Cheyr: Sing, was repeatedly reported at 
Moorſhoodabad with ſuch woe-ful circumſtances, as ſeemed to partage the 
whole Nation (b) : numbers were deeply affected (and to be affected for an 


European governor, or indeed for any European at all, is a very novel matter 


in India) and they uſed to ſay : © Pity ! a great pity ! the father of the 


(b). A thouſand rupees had been promiſed by the Nabob Mubaric-eddoulah, to any one that would bring a cer- 
tain intelligence that he had ſeen the governor, (for the univerſal and conſtant report was that he had diſappeared). 
Ten Hircarras or meſſengers ſet out upon that errand ; and Se of them coming back in twenty three days, ſaid 
that he had ſeen his head and right hand hanging at the gate of Bidjaigur. The Prince ſhed tears; and I could 
hear nothing through out many ſtreets, but the words 4f5-95, Af5o9;, and the very words ! have mentioned. If 


ever an European has been regretted by the Natives, it is this man. Poſſibly my Teſtimony may appear ſuſpicious, 


but I proteſt that I ſpeak here without any biaſs: I do not believe that the aſſertion can admit of a doubt: 
a general regret has pervaded all ranks, ſince that man's departure; and Iam much miſtaken, if the Engliſh 


themſelves, among whom there was once a violent party againſt him, are not now pretty unanimous in praiſ- 


ing and regretting him. As for the leſſer e ſuch as the French and Dutch, &c. 1 do not hear of a * | 
8 8 voice. é 
£5 Hindaſtanies 
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& Hindoſtanies is gone, we ſhall never ſee ſuch another man.“ But others, 
and this was the majority, left the perſon out of the queſtion; and minded 


ouly the criſis. What ! are we not men as well as Ch&yt-Sing's People? 


& and what could prevent me from giving a ſlap to one or two of his chair- 
men ? {rhe Governor's) they would have dropped his palenquin, as by a 
“e ſignal, and any man could have killed him with eafe. I ſay him 
& at Barwa (c): he had not an armed man by him; and his chairmen 


Cc 


* 


4e were but a dozen of people; and this would have at once produced a 


6 revolution---You talk to me of the Brigade at Bebrampore; it is a 
* name only---there are not two thouſand men in it; and a full half of 
« them will deſert on hearing of his.death---well, Sir, and the other half? well, 
ec the other half---are they not Hindoſtanies ? -and at all events we are ſuch 
ec multitudes here with each a brick- bat in our hands, we would knock 
« them down to a man.” theſe and the like expreſſions I heard at that very 
time in one of the beſt companies in Moorſhoodabad. | 
Two days after, as a Regiment of Sepoys on it's way to Chunar-ghur, 
was marching through the City at day-break, I went out, and was ſtanding 
to lee it paſs by, the Regiment halted ; and a few men from the center ran 
inte a dark lane, and layed hold of a hen and ſome roots: the people ſcreamed. 
Do not make ſomuch noiſe,” ſaid one of the men in his Bodjpooria Idiom(e); 
e we go to day with the Frenghees, but we are all ſervants (tenants) to 
Cheyt-Sing, and may come back to-morrow with him; and then the queſtion 
will be not about your roots, but about your wives and daughters. The 
ſtreet, although the main thorough- fare, could admit but ſix men in front, and 


there had been two halts more, in | which time I had opportunities of hearing 


3 —— 


(c) Bar wa is a village twenty miles ſouth of Moorſhoodabad, and Behrampore is another village at one half 
of that diſtance, where there is an army of Europeans and Natives, cantoned in the fineſt and healthieſt baracks 
that any nation can boaſt of. They form a regular elegant town. The army conſiſts of general in a regiment 


or two of Europ ans, ſeven or * regiments or battalions of Sepahees, and a train of Artillery, with fifteen 
or twenty field pieces. | 
(d) The 25 pooria Idiom is that ſpoken by cheyt-sing- 8 People. 


ſuch 
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ſuch ſuf} Oicious words and; expreſſions, that, I reſolved to write a letter to Co- 
lonel Irondde on that ſubject. | But two days having been accidentally ſpent. 
in determining upon the expediency or propriety of the letter, 1 chought it 
bercer to take counſel from time itſelf, and I went to pay my reſpects to that 
Commander, wha kept 1 me to dinner, He had a great deal of talk with me: 
find no great harm,“ ſaid the Colonel, That now and then, a Gover- 
. nor, with a couple of Colonels or two, ſhould make way for others; but 
dt gives me concern is, to hear |that we are not liked in le city, and 
| « that, fome diſaffection has crept amongſt our own Sepahees.” Finding che 
man upon che right way, I thought | it better to drop my own information, as it 
might produce a counter order to the regiment, with ſome other ſerious in- 
gonveniencies. 

War has, nid 63d, may ſerve for a ſpecimen of the turn of genius 
Gala people of Moorſhoodabad. at that time. Here is a ſpecimen of the tem · 
per of the inhabitants of Benares at that critical moment: Kill that man, "ſaid 
young Mogul 10 Mirza-Saadet Ally, as they were both marchingto Chunar- 
Ghur- Kill that man: he is only with another Frenghee in that field yonder, 
« flying for his life; ſay but one word, and four of us ſhall go and diſpatch 

$ .- them both, and bring you his head; and after that, march 4 from 
& hence to the: very gates of Calcutta. There is not one man in arms from 
cc * hence to Moorthoodabad, or if there be any, on ſeeing the head, they will 
© all deſert to you; all the. Zemindars will join you with a whiſtle; this day 
6 two months 1 will ſalute you Lord of Bengal one word, — ay but one word. 
5 —Has Any. amongſt you, v ſaid the Mirza, looking to. the. right and left— 
00 Has any? one. of you a lancet about him? No,” aa. ered a voice: © A pen- 

« knife? a pen. knife?“ replied another, We? No to be ſure. Acharp piſhcabz 

OX c poniard?” * Yes,—what for pray TT Only to let ſome blood from thas 
« man inſtantly. : Do not youſee chat he is in a high fever? Man, you are very 
rho ill r get yourlelt blooded, or go to the Ganges vonder, and take 
litt yd ouoh 3 D FF | & © ſeveral 
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„ deed is ſultry.” 
Ar r ER ſo ſtrange an anecdote, (and I Have heard of twenty more ſuch ſto- 


ſelf. Here it is: The man himſelf had been an acquaintance of mine about 


when once in his cups, uſed not only to mention their names at length; (the 
very thing for which 1 ſought his company) but he had ſuch a knack at mi⸗ 
micking their particular tones of voices, and ſome other particulars i in a day 
of engagement, as would have raiſed a horſe-laugh-in a dead man. As! was 


juſt landed at Benares, and examining the ſculptures in a famous Gentoo chap- 


and came down; and 1 found that he was in the Prince's ſervice at a hundred 


rupees per month, on condition of furniſhing four horſemen more at fifty ru- 


pees each. He id bins me to ſee his lodgings, a genteel ſeat, full of ſculp- 


n | „ 


old toothleſs broker--**Talvar Khooh Chelazo,” ſaid the man for all ſalute, Aud 


pened butthe day before. The Sabre has worked cell, lc a again the worthleſs 
plockhead, without minding the reprimand I gave him, for his making ſuch 
a mighty matter of a couple of hundre men cut down by multitudes, whillt 


they 


« ſeveral plunges; until you are choroughly cooled and cured : The ſun i in- 


ries) the reader has a right to aſk me my voucher, as I was not preſent my- | 


ren years ago at Moorſhoodabad, where I uſed to make him dine with me ſorme- 
times, giving him plenty of liquor, whereas I never drink any myſelf. As 


he was a handſome young fellow, and in high favour with ſome Ladies, he, 


el, in Sevalem, (the very critical ſpot where the tragedy had been acted but 


a year before, and where Saadet-Ally himſelf lived) the man perceived me 


tures; and, to oblige him, I carried two bottles of liqueurs: As fook as the 
man was a little heated, he became talkative, and informed me himſelf of his 
converſation with Mirza-Saadet- Ally, and of ſome very curious particulars | 


of che then temper of the citizens of Benares, as well as of che neighbouring 


Ox quitting my drunken Mogul, I went to a large ſtone Caravan-Sera,. 


where I took up my quarters, waiting for my baggage, when in comes my 


with as emphatic at a geſture and tone of voice, as if the maſſacre had trap- 
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they were either preparing their meat or taking their afternoon nap, without 
any one of them having ſo much as a ball to his muſquet: © And ſuppoſe | 
they ſhould have had,” broke out the wretch in fury, Ten Thouſands would 

. ©: have been pouring upon them, inſtead of Ten Hundreds; and the whole 
= city would have rifen upon the Frengees and their adherents.” | | 

I coup fil a volume of fach and thę like ſtories, either from my own 
knowledge or from hear-ſay. But this is not all: the man (I mean theMogul,) 
had been ſo imprudent in his cups, as to banter Saadet upon his faintneſs 
of heart, and the latter having attempted to ſee the other's wife, they parted 
upon bad terms together; ſo that the man loft his horſes as well as his ap- 
pointment. He came to Lucknow, took ſervice with Aﬀef-ed-doitlah, the 
prince of the country, fell into a courſe of drinking and gaming, and in 
one unlucky day, gamed away both his wife and horſe , and that too, to a 
man he was jealous of; inſomuch that, rather than ſubmit to the latter for a 
a ſum of four hundred rupees, he applied to me, and I took his bond, his 
horſe, and his wife, which remained with me a couple of months. The latter had 
been a famous ſinger and an elegant dancer at Benares; and ſo eſteemed by 
her troop, that but for Saadet-Ally's intereſt and ſupport, he would never 
been able to have carried her away. She was a woman of an agreeable 
perſon and much ſenſe; and ſhe not only confirmed to me the above ſtory, 
but mentioned ſome other matters, which ſhew that. the diſaffetion to the 
Engliſh had riſen at ence to a height all over the country, and amongſt the 
principal'men that frequented Saader-Ally” s court. Two months after, the 
man came to me wounded, and brought me three hundred and twenty 

ropdes and cn! Rink Wie bond bott, and wiſe; 

Tux inference to be drawn from theſe ſentiments of the people at large, 
is now known in Europe; and ſome perſons of Bengal, to the number of 
eight or ten, may have at chat time ſuſpected the diſaſſection of the natives; ; 
but I had opportunities of G it ſeveral years before; when about the 
| 44 5 4914.D 2 | 
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year 1778, I made application to Mr. B. for his intereſt, as I intended to 
obtain the office of Provincial Fodjdar of Moorſhoodabad. In enumerat- 


ing ſome of the qualifications neceſſary, for a man in that ſtation, I chanced 
to mention an open table; and I added, that as the emoluments of ſuch an 
office coald not afford the expence, I would endeavour to find it in my 

o vn private purſe „as a political engine of great uſe. I was going on with 
my harrangue, whilſt we were walking towards the tes. able, through a dark 
hall, when at the word political engine, I.obſerved the gentleman turn his 
head to the right, and endeavour, but. in vain, to. ſtifle a burſt of laughter; 
the Ladies in the room prevented my deſeanting any more upon that new 
political enzin2. Surely a man of ſo much genius and knowledge, was not 
to be informed, that in a populous capital, the ambaſſador, who, being abſte- 
nious himſelf, can give entertainments oftneſt, is always the beſt informed. 
By che ſame rule, an oben table for a dozen of perſons, and an exhibition 
of fine dancers once a week, ought to be two important parts of che politicks 
of a Foljdar of ſuch a city in time of war: theſe will attract ſucceſſively all 


the company good or bad in the city: men naturally unbend their minds 


and fall off their guard in ſuch aſſemblies of pleaſure ; and if he be an intel- 
ligent man himſelf, and by all means an abſtemious one, and alſo heartily 
mixes in converſation, he will learn more in one week's time with an open 
table, than fifty harcaras or {pies could tell him in fx months. Mr. B. 
ſeated at the top of a towering lofty tree, could deſcry from a-far the elephants - 
and rhinoceroſes that came to tear off ſome branches of the tree, and the 
tygers and bears that wanted to climb up to it : In the | humble ſtation in 
which I moved, cloſe to the trunk, I was too low to diſcover” any thing 
of thoſe e'ephants and tygers, but very properly ſeàted, however, to diſcover 


thoſe myriads of white ants that were approaching the trunk in their covered 


galeries; and although I pretended to no knowledge either in politicks or in 


phyſics, I knew for certain, that if ever they devoured the bark, there was an 
end of the tree, | 8 Tun 
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9 Taz reader accuſtomed to read. the accounts of India theſe twenty or thirty 


- 
_ 


years. paſt, will poſſibly wonder at my warning him againſt the diſaſſection 


of a nation, which, by all accounts, ſeems to be che tameſt, and moſt puſil- 


lanimous ſet of men, on the face of the earth, and the moſt incapable of 
any manly exertion. I acknowledge the charge; but even after having 
admitted it in a very extenſive ſenſe, we ſhall ſtill find that it cannot be 


| an indiſcriminate one: we ſhall find here and there exertions that would do 


/ honour! to any European nation. We ſhall find a Hadii-Vooſuf-Khan, 


defending - Madura, with an activity and perſeverance, that coſt the 
Engliſh more blood and trouble in a few months time, than had done the 
whole French war in India in as 'many years : We ſhall find a Morari-Rao, 
breaking with fifteen Troopers through a whole regiment of European 
Engliſh, ranged ſquare upon four in depth, and after the ſquare had cloſed 
up and ſhut him within, we ſhall fiad him breaking out on the oppoſite 
fide, himſelf the ſixth, and eſcaping ſafe : We ſhall find in the A8d province 
a ſmall, pityful, mud-encloſure, defended only by twelve Radjpoots, who, re- 
fuſing to ſurrender, wound and kill two Engliſh and fifty Sipahees, (that is 
twenty times more in proportion, than had coſt the great and deciſive battle 
of Plaſſy and Bacſar, ) ſupport aſſaults and reduced to ſix, are taken wounded , 

Nox are theſe, ſo ſolitary facts, as we are apt to imagine: to my wonder 
and amazement I findthat they are only ſome looſe links of a chain that ſeemed 
Shes to bind the whole nation at large. The peruſal of the preſent hiſtory has 
neceſſarily altered my private ideas of the Indians; a foreign yoke and a long 
peace may have enervated, and emaſculated them ; and the equal and ſteady, 
though light preſſure, of the Engliſh graſp, may key their necks bowed to 
the ground : but this hiſtory evances, that they have been very lately quite a- 
nother ſer cf men from what they appear to be now. What ſhall we ſay of a 
man that tells his friend, get upon my Horſe, and fly: I will ſtand alone at 
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« the door of your tent and fight W out againſt theſe Amed men chat are 


3 coming for you: I will be cut down at laſt undoubtedly ; but AY ſhall 


* gain half an hour's diſtance ; and this will ſave you, farewel”---the man 
does as he gays, and is cut down; but his friend diſtances his purſuers and 


eſcapes unhurt. What ſhall we ſay of a woman, a delicate Princeſs of the 1 impe- 


rial blood, ho poſſibly/had never heard the report of a muſquet ? her quar- 


ters, ſomewhat- aſunder from the main army, are attacked by a ſuperior. 


force: the troops placed for her guard are going to be over powered: in 


that critical, trying moment, this delicate Princeſs, turns out an heroine at 


once ; ſhe flings away her maik and veil, gets upon a war-Elephant, puſhes 


on to the enemies, kills and wounds people to the right and left with her ar- 


rows, and repeatedly cries aloud : << If you behave like women I declare to 


“ you that women ſhall behave like men.” 

| Look yender at chat inactive, incapable, effeminate Coran-Mriler: he is at 
this moment mightily taken up with admiring flights of pigeons ; and he has 
been admiring them theſe twenty years paſt ſome thouſands of times, 
Would you ſuſpe& him to day to be the ſelf- identical man, who con- 
trived and executed that- heroical retreat of his, through the middle 


of ten thouſand men that had broken into his houſe, and were actually firing at 


him from the top of the walls? he contrives and executes that retreat through 


a whole army, himſelfche ſixteenth : he executes it, like a rough determined 
Grenadier, killing and wounding five or. fix men to the right and left: fifty 
times turning about upon his purſuers, and fifty times puſhing forward only 
to gain ſome reſpite, in order to turn about again fifty times more: his num- 
bers at laſt are reduced to ſix men, ſpent with the exertions of the retreat and 
the fatigue of the way, he is going to be over powered: * Prince, cries a 
ce young man of twenty two, your life is deſtined to procure a ſubſiſtence to 
cc thoullnds ard ten thouſands ; but mine is only that of an individual : Run 
« forwards and gain a couple of hundred yards: I undertake mean while to 


5c bring our purſuers to a ſtand. This young man does as he ſays, and is 
overpowered 
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e and cut down; but mean while the Prince diſtances his dne 
and eſcapes himſelf the fifth. This Prince is no other than Shah-Aalum 
himſelf, the reigning Emperor of Hindoſtan. 

Bur all this, however, ſeems to be 9 5 e to Aly-Verdy-K Khan's re- 


8 


treat from Midnapore to Catwa, for the ſpace of ſeven days, through a miry 
country, under inceſſant ſhowers of rain, with no bed for any man in the army 
but the bare ground, no covering but the Canopy of heaven and no food but 
field-graſs and tree-leaves. Hiſtory records but two retreats to my remem- 
brance that of the ten thouſand, which implies cantradictions and impro- 
babilities without number, and bears evident marks of being a romance, 
like the life of Cyrus; : and the other, that of Marechal de Belliſle from 
Prague. Both the one and the other were conducted over a mountainous 
tract of Lands and both armies were never overtaken, but partially. Bel- 
liſle in particular had ſtolen a march on. the enemy, and was never attacked, 
but by his light Cavalry. But Aly-Verdi-Khan' retreat was over a flat 
ground, and over boundleſs plains, under a perpetual ſeries of engagements, 
and under all the diſadvantages which we have juſt mentioned, and which 
may be ſeen at length i in our author. 

Trex Indians then have been a more dangerous nation than they ſeem to be 
now : They may be in a ſlumber; but they may awake, and they deſerve a 
more watchful eye than the Engliſh Government ſeems to think ; our author 
ſays, a more winning deportment, and a more careſſing hand, than ſeems to 

be the genius and turn of mind of their conquerors. | 
AFTER having taken ſo much liberty with the public, as to differ from it 
: _ the opinion chat ought to be entertained of the Indians; and preſumed ſo 
far upon the patience of my readers, as to have talked ſo much of myſelf, it 
may be expetted, I ſhould fay ſomething of my author ; his matter Is certainly 
novel, there weg pe no other hiſtory extant on that ſubject in any language; 


and as ſuch, it cannot. fail to Pleaſe, at at a a time e when all Britain! is intent upon 


os '» = 


thetranfaCtions inthe Faſt: he will, however, be found to ſpeak for himſelf abun>- 


dantly : he fpeaks of hirnſelf, of his family, of his connections, of his ou m pri- | 
vate concerns, in ſo many places of his hiſtory, that he has, without deſigning 


it, delineated the features of his own mind: ke appears almoſt every where, 
a ſenſible, well informed, grave, Gneere man: his ſtyle is free enough: 
Kom thoſe blemiſhes Which would give offence in Europe, and which 
characteriſe all Eaſtern productions: I mean metaphors and allegories ith. 


out end, and antitheſes without number, with a greater attention to che jing- 


ling of a cadenced proſe, than to the clearneſs of the ſenſe, or the accuracy of. 
the diction. He performs exactly enough the promiſe made in his preface, — 


his intending to recount in a plain unornamented ſtyle; and he appears, in 
general 1 to be an honeſt man, and a zealous. patriot; but ſhould any rigorous | 
reader take offence at ſome defects which are to be ſeen in his oy, and 


which ought to be attributed rather to the writer's- education, country, and 


age, his ſeverity would be infallibly diſarmed on . the ae * 6 


ſage, which I ſhall tranſcribe whole. 
After having recounted. the unjuſt death. of two illuſtrious brothers, inks. 


manly hacked to pieces by Seradj-ed-dowlah' 5 orders, and in his preſence, he 


goes on in theſe words: The innocent blood ſpilled on that occaſion, prov-- 
ed to be as fertile as that of Siivofh of old: It produced a ſeries of events 
<< that proved fatal to-that power and dominion, which Aly-Verdi-Klian had 


* been rearing with ſo much labour, and with ſo much toil: It lighted up 4 


* 


blind fire, which commenced emitting ſmoke ſoon after theſe two murders 
«© hadheen perpetrated; and, which breaking out in flames at laſt, deſtroyed, : 
5-48.00 progreſs, all that numerous family; and extending its ravages far and 
vide, conſumed every thing in thoſe once happy. regions of Bengal, and: 
5 proſtrated and overwhelmed totally thoſe rich provinces, which i it has 1 re- 


6 


* 


duced to a heap of aſhes and yet [moaking coals: It verified that tremendous 
oe {entence, once revealed to the Prince of Meſſengers: 4 82 thau have Gout, 
bo and /o ſhalt thou receive.” , hy Arx 
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c AFTER that unhappy rranſaRtion, Aly-verdi-khan returned to his capital, 
4 154 his ſon-in-law, Siyd -ahmed- qhan, took the road of Wränich; but the 
latter was uneaſy 1 in his mind, and thoughtful, at what he had ſeen and heard 
＋ lately; ; and as this had put an end to all the confidence which he had hi- 


« therto repoſed in his uncle and the nephew, he reſolved, henceforward, to 
cc ſpare nothing that might ſecure himſelf in his poſt; and it is from that ve- 
« ry time, that an avenging providence commenced providing materials 
for it's future exertions. But, as it is the faithful hiſtorian's duty to bring 
* to light whatever he knows with certitude, I ſhall take the liberty to aſ- 
* ſermble ſuch events as are come to my knowledge, and to fpeak of them 
“e preciſely as they have happened, without being biaſſed by either envy 
* or love, and without flatttering either ſide or party. I repoſe ſo much 
c confidence in the candor and equity of my generous readers, as to flatter 
cc myſelf, that without ſuffering their minds to be darkened by the duſt of 
. diſcontent, they ſhall abate in behalf of the poor man (me), ſomething 
ce of the punctilious delicacy of their taſte; and that they ſhall overlook all 
9 the blemiſhes of this hiſtory, 1n favour of it's ſincerity and exactitude: ] flat- 
4 ter myſelf, I ſay, that they ſhall cover the writer with the cloak of forbear- 
ce ance, ſhould they judge the writing itſelf unworthy of their praiſe.” 
After an harangue ſo affecting, it is difficult to judge the author with any 
ſeverity : If then, I have been obliged to ſpeak of ſome blemiſhes of his hiſto- 
ry, it is becauſe I felt that they might diſguſt European readers, little accuſ- 


tomed to put a difference between the defects of the compoſition itſelf, and 
thoſe which are incident to the writer's education, language and country; and 
likewiſe becauſe 1 have been obliged to account for ſome ſlight alterations and 


| additions i into whuch I have been occaſionally drawn, in order to adopt my nar- 
rative to the prejudices and particular taſte of my readers; and it is in that 
view, that I ſhall touch upon certain obſervations, which ſeem particularly to 
be of the tranſlator's province, how faulty and inadequate ſoever his tran- 


dation may prove. 


E . ALL 


e 

Arx che Eaſtern Authors, at leaſt thoſe I have ſeen, know nothing of tranſi- 
tion , that is, of that art, which by the means of one or two phraſes that look 
eicher way, connects two ſeparate ſubjects, and ſerves as a bridge of communi- 
cation to croſs over from one to the other.. They ſeem to be ſtrangers to that 
art; ſo that the reader at every new ſubject, is ſtopped ſhort, to be ferried 
over by a boat. Our author, like every one of them, paſſes from one ſuhject 
to another, with an oo, that is, the particle and: From the Afghan War, to the 
affairs of Bengal. But here I have ſome ſinall reſource againſt ſo ſudden, and 
fo abrupt a change of hands: I can fay, and I have ſaid : Mazters were not ſo 
proſperous in Bengal: — Let us now reſume the affairs of Bengal: — The courſe of | 
our hiſtory requires that eve ſhould revert to the affairs of the capital: It is io be 
wiſhed we ould fpeak with as much preciſion of the afſairsof the Decan and theſs | 
litde additions will anſwer fome purpoſe, and ſhall be forgiven me, I hope, 
by the public; but how to manage with a man, who often interrupts the nar- 
rative-of public affairs, to talk of himſelf, of his brother, Naky-aly-khan, of his 
Djaghir or Landed Eflate, of his glorious Mother, whoſe ſhadow may long re- 
main ſtretebed over her ſon, the poor mau, —&c. &c. Who, after having menti- 
oned with wonder, how Governor Haſtings conceived; and excuted the 


project of ſending two Engliſh armies - acroſs the whole continent of India, 
and was very nearly doing with Poonah, what ſome others had done with Moor- 
ſhoodabad and Lucknow, gives a ſpring at once, jumps over my head, and 
then turns about, to tell me abruptly, and the poor man went 10 Calcutta, had ſome: 
interviews with the Navvab Djiladet-djaung, the ualiant Governon Huſhriu, and 


ſpoke to him of bis Djaghir. I have no reſource againſt ſuch an unexpected leap; 


I am obliged to have recource to ſome aukward addition of my own, and 
to bring the new ſubject about by ſome ſuch words as theſe: It zvas in thoſe days 
of trouble and anxiety that I was obliged to repair to Calcutta; aud to addrefi the 
Governor upon my Djaghir. He ſaid, he faid, and he ſail; are the only words the 
Eaſtern Writers make uſe of, to repeat a dialogue, even a moſt arumated ono 


A 


C 38 3 


nor were the Greeks arid Latitis much before them in chat particular, the 
Poets eſpecially, although to make us ſome amends probably, they never fail 
to inform us that their hero ſpoke with his mouth (a). No European reader 
now will bear ſuch a repitition of the words; he ſaid, and I am obliged to en- 
liven the dialogue by intermixing it with the following expreſſions, ſo com- 


mon in an European converſation: He anſwered—his antagon i rejoined. No 
faid he, with a ſurpriſe: you ought replied the other with a ſmile. 
MAnwED-YAR, an officer of determined courage, was ſent with two 
thouſand men to intercept a convoy of treafure : He marches over a tract of 
ſeventy-two cofles, in fix and thirty hours, over-takes the convoy with only 
ſeventy men, and had defeated the eſcort, and ſeized the money, by the time 
his troops are joining him by ſcores. Quin author adds, with: one and the ſame- 
breath, and the Navvab was diſpleaſed with bim, aud he quitted the ſervice. Here 
the narrative ſeems to be interrupted by ſome chaſm; and J am obliged to 
fill it up by adding: Such an important ſervice, inſtead of making his for- 
c tune, ruined him in the Prince's mind: He took ombrage at fo daring a 
4 character: A coolneſs enſued; and the man di ouſted, quitted the ſervice.” 
Such and the like indiſpenſible liberties, although taken with ever ſo ſpar- 
ing a hand, ſhall poſſibly ſurpriſe thoſe Gentlemen employed at the public of- 
fices of Calcutta, in tranſlating Perſian Letters. I acknowledge with them, 
that Letters connected with twenty matters actually paſſing in review, may 
bear, nay often require, ſuch a dry, ſcrupulous tranſlation, where even the 
turn of the phraſe is obligatory ; but in a narration of any length, in an hiſto- 
ry of the times, I am convinced that it could not anfwerz and I hope that 
they ſhall upon due conſideration, indulge me with their connivance, if not 


favour me with their approbation, | 5 


IH Ap at firſt tranflated about a hundred pages of my author, (the l lat a 
his firſt 1 225 that ſcrupulous manner; and che tranſlation went Prettygaly 
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down with me on my peruſing it by a couple of pages at a time, juſt as I tran· 


ſlated it—but when I came to read the whole, 1 acknowledge 1 found myſell 
tired, ſick, of my performance, jaded to death, and unable to drag my atten- 
tion to the twentieth page; and if this has been the caſe with myſelf, how 
could I pretend to engage the attention of my readers? I have been obliged 
therefore to ſet-up a method of my own: I read a few pages of the original in 
the evening, thought the whole of them in Englifh a couple of hours after. 
and the next morning chewed the cud over, by reading and tranſlating phraſe 
after phraſe; ſometimes connecting by one or two words what ſeemed diſ- 
jointed, and then parting what I thought confuſed ; and not ſeldom pruning 
what appeared too European in my tranſlation, or elſe paring what ſeemed 
to ſtep aſide from the text. I acknowledge, indeed, that I might have 
read a whole page, and after having thought it in Engliſh, might have 
couched it down in one and the fame breath; but this would have proved to 
be my own ſtyle, of which the public cares little, and not the ſtyle of Seyd 
—Gh8lam—huſſein—khan. Upon the whole then, I can aſſure the pu- 
blic that this tranſlation, aukward i and inadequate as it ſhall probably 
come to be, is in contin a faithful and a literal one. 
AnD here it becomes proper to inform the reader, of ſome other devia- 
0 tions from the letter of my author, to which, I have thought myſelf obliged. 
The author for inſtance, ſpeaks firſt of Mahmed-amin, then of Saader-khan, 
a few pages after of Burhan-el-mulk, laſtly of Burhan-el-mulk-ſaadet-khan; 
and yet it is one and the ſame man. At the ſiege of Bedjapoor by Aoreng-2ib,. 
his eldeſt ſon Soltan-miiazzem, 1s called within the ſhort period of ſix pages, 
| Shah-aalum, then Soltan-mahommed-miiazzem, then Mahommed-müaz- | 
zem, then Bahadyr-ſhaw, then Soltan-mahommed-bahadyr-ſhaw,  altho. 
this prince was not complimented with the title of Baliadyr-ſhaw, but 
ſeveral years after, when he aſcended the throne, Such a ſucceſſion of names on 


9 
the ſame man occaſions in the reader's idea, ſtill more confuſion than thoſe: 
titles of Earl and Duke of ſuch and ſuch country, cauſe in the Engliſh hiſ- 


tory, where you ſee the ſame title, or if you will, the ſame name, borne ſucceſ⸗ 


fively by noblemen that had not a foot of land in thoſe countries, and were 


of different, and ſometimes of inimica tamilies. But yet, in the Engliſtr 
hiſtory, the ſame. man carries the ſame title or name, throughout a 
whole reign, or even farther, whereas, here the ſelf ſame man paſſing 
and repaſſing before you, round and round, with a number of new: 
perſonages, and at each time with a new maſk, and in different dreſs; 
you come at laſt to miſtake and confound the indenticity of his per- 
fon (6). To remedy that confuſion, which has ſo much puzzled me at' 
times, I have made it a point to ſtick invariably to the firſt name under which 


Tſeea man, and to carry him under that name throughout his whole hiſtory; 


But even this rule, general as I have made it, has ſuffered ſome deviations, 


which I have thought to be unavoidable : for inſtance, there is no mentioning! 
a Mirza-djeladdeen-hiider, ſtill leſs a Mirza-mehmedor or a Mirza-ſhah- 
cooly-kkan': for the Engliſh know nothing, but of Sudjah-ed-Doulah, and' 
nothing but of Seradj-ed doulth. Nevertheleſs ſuch is my hard caſe, that 


although I have mentioned this, as an exception to my rule, I have been, 


obliged to except upon the exception itſelf : I have been obliged amongſt 


the ſeveral ſucceſſive names of one and the ſame. perſon, to attend to that. 


which the Engliſh were moſt accuſtomed to; for inſtance, in my original, 
Naſſyr-ed-doulah Viceroy of Decan is the name generally uſed : it is that known 


in the Decan and in Hindoſtan ;. but the Engliſh are accuſtomed to Naſſyr- 
djung; Mehabet-djung, is the name generally uſed in Bengal.—But the 


never heard but of Aly-verdy-khan.—By the ſame rule Alemghir is 


— 


— 


1 


(6) Tnis ſeeming defect ariſes from that cuſtom in Hindoſtan of managing the converſation in ſuch a man- 


ner with a-great man, as that all his titles ſhould ſucceſſive] y, and yet undeſignedly, find a place in it: this at- 
tention is of the bon ton, and is never diſpenſed with amongſt the natives. The Engliſh always ſupported by a2 
number of braſs, ſpeakers, , and. ſure of being heard with attention, if not with applauſe, do not mind ſuch nice-- 


a m1 and they content themſel ves with tranſlating an Engliſh thought on ſo many Hindoſtany words. 
excellent 
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conſtantly Aoreng-21b with me, Barham-el-mulk is conſtantly Saadet-khan ; 
nor do I ever part with Sultan miiazzem, but when himſelf, on aſcending 
his throne, parts with that name to adopt that of Bahadyr-ſhah. ' 

Long, very Long as is this addrefs, F am obliged to add two remarks 
more: were an enlighrened foreigner to read a tranſlation of ſome of thoſe 
excellent books publiſhed in ſuch numbers. by the Engliſh, or of the de 
bates in Parliament, or of the proteſts of the houſe of Lords, he would be 
apt to believe, chat the language ſpoken by ſuch a nation of thinkers- born, 
muſt needs be the moſt regular language that ever was ſpoken by the 
mouth of man; and yet on learning it himſelf, he would find that this 
language of theit's, beautiful, nervous, energetic, abundant, verſatile and 
commodious, as it is, is nevertheleſs inconſequent: the grammar of ſuch a 
nation is inconſequent; and their alphabet is ſtill more inconſequent; and 
although the alphabet of all the nations which have adopted the Roman Let- 
ters, 1s more or leſs liable to the ſane imputation, yet I cannot help. believing 
that the Engliſh alphabet is nearly intractable. I have been therefore obliged 
to write all the Oriental names of this hiitory in the Italian alphabet, or if you 
will the Scotiſh alphabet, as the ſound of its letters is leſs variable, and it re- 
quires the fewer letters for one word. 


My. ſecond obſervation is on thoſe numerous poetical quotations, with 


which our author abounds, as well as all the Oriental writers. When I 


compare thoſe inimitable tranflations of the Aneid, and of the Hiad, made 
by the Engliſh, with thoſe proſe-tranſlations publiſhed by the French; 
and 1 conſider what a figure the latter never fail to cut when ſet againſt 
the former, I become convinced at once, that nothing but poetry wala to 
tranſlate poetry; and that our author's Perſiat verſes ought. to have been 
tranſlated by Engliſh. verſes at leaſt, if not by Engliſh poetry. — But here I 
found myſelf out of my depth at once: and although, ſometimes an Engliſh 
verle or two, would drop from my pen, when I leaſt thought of it 3 1 found 
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by a woeful experience, that the muſes would not come near me, when I 
vas moſt inclined to court their company.—Over-ruled by the ſenſe, and 
brow-beaten by the quantity, as well av endleſsly bullied by the rhyme, I be- 
| came ſick of my taſk ; I became tired of cudgelling a refractory word into 
its place, and of dragging a rhyme by the hair ; and I have therefore, tran-- 
ſlated in proſe all the verſes of my author: the more ſo, as I was afraid of 
affording a handle againſt the genuineſs of the tranſlation, by applying 5 aſ- 
ſiſtance toa better 9 than myſelf; nor was this apprehenſion ground- 
leſs; for an ingenious . having chanced to obſerve, that I could hardly ſay 
in two lines what the author had ſaid in one; ſurmiſed moreover, that 
I muſt have been aſſiſted or corrected by ſome Engliſh hand.—Such a 
remark having given much offence to my ſincerity, or if you will, to my vanity ; 
and being myſelf on the other hand, ſo very proud of my acquiſitions in tae 
Engliſh language, I has leave to declare, that the aukward and uncouth 
gown, in which I take the liberty to come forward, and to make my reſ- 
pectful bow to the public, is entirely of my own cutting and ſtiching: Nor 
am I afraid, that thoſe, to whom have the honor to be known theſe many 
years, both in London and in Bengal, ſhall ever refuſe their full aſſent to 
the veracity of my aſlertion, | | | 
Calcutta 24 November, 1786. 
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N en e e God: 


(1) Inks without heal ure, and praiſes Sünde on \ etemity, ought to 
be ſ prinkled over the magnlgeent a and exalted Court of the Juſt One without 


| equal, ſince che multifarious ſyſtern of worlds, with a tongue both ideal and au- 


dible, warbles melodiouſly a confeſſion of his unity in endleſs duration, and 


| 1. Arcen 


from primeval origin; ; and the many- eue variety of ages, in all the viciſ 


25 ſtudes of places and limits, and the interchange of night and day, indicates 


and pranounces on the broad diploma of his greatneſs, the ſtupendous diver- 
fry of events and revolutions: Salutations alſo from eternal time without be- 
ginning, to eternal time without end, are juſtly due to that ſplendid preſent 
from heaven, viz. the Chief of Prophets, and to the family and companions (2) 
of that noble being, , the final cauſe of exiſtence, and the means of connecting 


& 


| the ſuſtenance in this world, and a proviſion for the other: To him and to 


them be grace, and peace to the day of judgement and confternation 8 


. elegant and poetical tranſlation, from the word Thanks to the word —— is of the learned and 
ingenious Sir William Jones, who, by correcting three words in the original Manuſcript, put it in the tranſlator's 
power to underſtand the text; and were we to conceal ſuch an anecdote, the theft would be pointed out by | 
the extreme difference betwixt that florid expreſſive language, and the dryneſs of . reſt. 


(2) The Reader accuſtomed to know Mahomet but only through the writings of Chriſtian Divines, all equa- 
ly ignorant of Eaſtern Literature, and equally rancorous, would be ſurpriſed to hear who were thoſe compani- 
ons, of whom the author ſpeaks. Theſe conſiſted in thirty-nine men of Mecca, who, having believed in his 
miſſion, followed him in his retreat from that city, and were therefore called Mohadjerin, or the Seceders ; ; and 
in ſixty others, men and women, all Chriſtians from Medina, then called Yatreb, who, having believed in him, 
on his fame and reputation, were called Anſars, or the Succourers: two appellations which came to diſtinguiſh, 
in the ſequel, all the companions of the Prophet, that is, all who at any time had fought under him, or follow- 
ed his party: 2s eren pr EY Gy r * hy 
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phet, (on whom, as well as on bis offspring, be ſalutation and grace for ever!) 
To undertake this work : his intention being to furniſh to ſome intelligent man 
the means of giving the public at ſome diſtant time hereaſter, an idea of the 
preceding reigns; and to prevent his being ſtopped ſhort, as by a chalin; on 
diſcovering that links are wanting from the chain of paſt events; for it is cer- 

tain, | that to'this day 'no one has thought of filling-up. the aka by wri- 
| ting the hiſtory of India ſince Aorengzib's demiſe : It is then, to put ſuch 
a clue in his power, that I have impoſed on myſelf this taſk : truſting there. 
fore to my perſonal knowledge, and to what I have been gathering from 
perſons of eminent rank and credit, I have ſtrung the whole together in a 
plain unornamented ſtyle, where my errors ſhall be the more excuſable, as I 
cite perpetually my authorities; and by God's bleſſing, I have entitled it 
Sir Mutagqherin (Review of Modern Times,) as containing the whole ſeries. 
of events, from the year 1118, to the year 1195, ſince the venerable flight 


of the laſt and chief of meſſengers, down to the preſent days. 
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SEIR MUTAQUERIN 


AE VIEW. or MODERN TIMES, 
5 BEL * G A N | * 


HIS T O R V or „„ ˙ a 


FROM THE. YEAR 1118, 70 THE YEAR 1194, OF THE HEDJRAH.. | 


1 : 
LEY 1 


(1) 17 EMPEROR AORENG-Z1B- AALEMGHIR, after FT 
ſpent ſo great apart of his life in conquering and bringing under controul the 
region of Decan, without being able to ſatisfy himſelf on that head, abandon⸗ 
ed at laſt his expedition, and turned towards Shah-djehan- abadd, (2) which 
was the capital of the Empire of che houſe of Babr (3), and the glory of 
che cities of f Hindoſtan: Bae he had no time to execute: his 80 He Was 


— 


— — 


— -5 7 — — w —— + 
(1) The author 5 Mahaied, fr r or all Mahomerans : are ch IL to have the 3 Na- 


med for their prenomen; and the word is always underſtood ſ . if not exprelied ; excepted however, w hen a 
man bears the name of Muſtepha, which being the Propter's title (it fignifies ſelect) he cannot bear the uſual 


| prenomen alſo.  Aoreng-zib, is pure Perſian, and figiofies the Ornament of the Throne, Aalemgir, is partly Per- 
Lan and partly. Arabic, and ſignifies: the Conqueror : it was the Emperor's title. | | 


(2) Shah-Djehan, father to Aoreng-zib, having added a new city to the very antier.t city of Debli, called the 

; whole. Shah-djehan-abad, or Shah-djehan's Colony, and made it the principal capital of the empire: for Labor, 
and ſtill more ſo, Acbar-abad (alias Agra) are capitals of the em pire Men, 1 

(3) Aulhougbh Timur, (Alias Tamerlan or Tamer lang, that is Timur the 3 is 22 root of the imperi... 


_ houſe of Hindoſtan, however, as his poſterity reſided only in Turkeſtan cr Euzb*g-Tartary ; and none of them 
1 thought of making their home of Hindoſtan, bat Soltzn . his e e Impe- | 


rial Houſe is called the houſeof Babs, mme . ö ( 
* 85 emu #7 HOUR 70 WIR r. 1 once 8 . — 


The Emperor 


Aoreng-zib de- 


this life. 
Diviſion of his 


extenſive domi 


$5 


„ 


1 2 — * 8 * 1 * 
——ä——ꝛ— 0 W 0 . by * — — OE # * is $6. 44 


once aſſaulted by a variety by; diſeaſes ; thine loved 1 15 this he deſ- 
paired of his life He had then. in 7 camp, two of the Princes, his ſons, 


Cambaqhſh (4), the youngeſt, and” molt beloved; and Aazem-ſhah, who» 
bote”t the character of load of valor ind abjlifies, (aſd was > Gdfof le | 


glory. He ſent Wampe dle for the young Prince, gave him the mes ed 
of the kingdom of, Bichapoor, and bid him ſet et opp directly, all the 


pomp and all the retinue of a king, recommending to him at 12 ſame time 


1 
to purſue * Journey by long * and 10 puſh Sewards: 15 ſtop- 


FyY * FY 


ping. The order bore that be mould ſer” ot 2 4a T odfdayl tbtven- 


teenth of Tilcaad, four hours before day-break (5) The intent of 


ſuch preciſe inſtructions was to: put” early the young Prince out of the 
reach and purſuit of his elder beer me e Seven days after hav- 
ing taken that precaution „ he ordered that fame” Anz em- ſhah, * ſecond; 
fon, to ſet out for His government of Malva, four hours after ſun · riſe, with 
injunctions to- make ſhort ſtages of about five coſſes a, düy (6), and: to 
ſtop two days at cache ſtage, ſo as to. march only every third: day. In giving 
ſuch an order, the Emperor made him underſtand, that it was to put it in his 


power, to prevent the diſorders that' might happen in that country, 5 incaſe. of 
a vacancy of the throne; and mean while, to be at hand, to avail himſelf of 


B offT (1) 


is father S demiſe, for taking poſſeſſion of his inhericance... But the Empe-- 


ror's real view was, to keep ſo enterpriſing a Prince, at ſome diſtance from 
him, and to prevent his availing himſelf fo far of * en mer of- "body, ; 


1 


1 1 i 


9 83 * 


(40 Should e one take away the Greek termination es, and recollect that the Greeks: always render tas ona 
Sb by a 2 7. or by an x, he would eaſily find Cambyſes 1 in Cambaquh. oN 2 brig 


in Aſtrology, : and alſo to the general belief which that kiod of knowledge has obtained al over Perſia. and Hike 
doſtan.— In general, ſuch ſcruplous reckoning ot time are cut Mort in this tranſlation. | " $90.3)  wys 


al; ue i Son .in 
| There are ſeveral Kinds of colles i in India: the ſhorteſt is Wo two Routing two hundred he ING 


paces. 


* | h 1 
. . 4 R — . ” 


(5) This ph Bice preciſion about days, hours and half hours of the day or night, is owing to thie author's bblief 
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as to e bis peaſii; thee B co prevent his uſing him juſt as him 
ſelf had uſed his Gn father, Shah - djehan (). But Hardly had the Prince pro- 


Aick having lent an ear to his iaker's invitation, he anſweredd it by the words: 

2 z] am reach, O lord, and departed for eternity. It was; on a Friday, 
& wontieth of the month, one Pahr, and three! garries — 

which anſwers to five aſtronomical hours after ſuncriſſe. 

Tuts intelligence reached Akzeniſhah in a few PR % he taſtened 
back ti tlie Imperial tent which he entered en a Sunday, the twenty-nintli of 
the ne month, about one quarter of an hour before it was dark; and the 
nent day, twe hours before ſun⸗r iſe, he lifted up che imperial Coffin, and 
carried it a few paces ont his ſhoalders (9); after which he ſent it to Aorenga · 
bad. On the morning of the eight of the next month, he ordered the impe- 
rial mufck to gtfike hp (10); and bn the following Wedneſday, which was 
allo che day of Sacfifice, (T1) he afcended the throne of his anceſtors, and bent 
his tibughts on it HEIRS * the i ö yy Hows on endearing his reign 


d. + LOS . erty 4 ! a 4 Fafa > 2 — 2 FR ö 
T5 He hat enge bim fn? ute förter f. 8 Where he died of vexation/ and 4 broken heart after. 3 
1 . 1 . ASM s * 13 . _ 
conſinement qſ Fight year. 19 ela OJ 163) of 1 85: 11 op * 10 * TIETETL U af 11 9 1&2] 07 Hat) TOTAL a 100 It 
(8) Th The ſe AY ords are arabic, tra allaboma, lebeic, - «ready, mylord, ready, or command, my lord, command.=-Theſe wo 
malt be Fl Hts bolt Gp Ln told Ee bc f ſcuſes f and alder be has made 


Abe eg Faith ; or RO; are E or him BY 1 the: N je They ar. WD alſo the 8 ab = 


_=_ pronounce by thouſands at'a time at the footof f Mount * Meet“ near ir Mecca, 
E orhnegeed; 5 ded 7 29951 (1 5 5911417 ori 
9 T N — 12 r ˙ —t Ä itil ICLAMNRS. 3AM his : 1end: _ 0 LY 
Hater by The wa, whert:they nnn "EPA 1 ee it a point o n 
irrfeirflevitorious:n work. ¶ In do rein vo nN the burying. Sound, they cry inceſſantly their profeſſion of faith 
FF lard: God; gnd Mohonmnee is bis med engers,. Le anche nts path Keim, 15th dz nad 190071? 
ch Tig dne, Whith dH of & carleey h Dems, aut boys, arid trumpets, bas been o mark of ſonereigury t 
and although it is to day uſurped by all the Navvobs or Viceroys, it is ſtill deembdm mark ufo ſovortiguty and; 
ü Hs HT PU Ys 8 OAT p19 YEE, loops good 


news to the public, ,o 


(% This day which in de ere Iveky ax PEPE? the, month Zilhidi. This, ſacrifice is 5e- 


| peateIdveryc year; by very hoſe Keeper, not in cammemaratian of the Sacrifice, of Iſaac, which:the Arahiaps. 


look down as a ſpurious pretention of the Jews, but in Commemoration of Ibrahim's FRY wenrgek fes | 
Gps his 56ſt fon, mail, who is the Patriarch of the Arabic nation. | 


to 


.cexledia fewftages, when the Emperor fell into a ſtate of extreme feebleneſs 
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Aazem -Shah 
aſcends the 


throne. 
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o ks peöple. The next day, * took poſſefſion of the Imperial Erealures; | 
nvited to his Court the Nobility of the Province, and the abſent Grandes of 


the Emplre, and gave a public auclience (12), his intention being to oblige 
very one, according to his rank or ſtation. With that view, he confirmed 


aſſed Khan in the high office of Vezir, and Zolficar-Khan, the ſon of that mi- 
niſter, in that of Generaliſſimo of the forces: In à word, no one felt any dif- 


ference from the change of Prince; and every one was left in the place which, 


he held, or was advanced to that for which he was fat. 

Max while, the news of the Emperor's illneſs having forend all over the 
e every one made haſte to ſecure himſelf in his poſt, by every means i in 
his power. In this confuſion of che times, Soltan Muizzem, eldeſt ſon to the 


deceaſed, was then at Cabgl, a city and fortreſs upon the frontiers of Iran 13). 


where he reſided as Viceroy. He is the Prince who did in fact ſucceed his fa- 
ther, under che title of Bahadyr-ſhah. He had with him his two younger ſons, 
Quhodjiſtah-ahtar, and Refi-al-cadr; | whilſt his elder ſon, Muizzedin, re- 
ſided in M8ltan, of which he was the Governor; and his ſecond Ge. Azim- 


-uſh-ſhan the ableſt of the four, and the object of his grand-father's favour, re- 


fided in Bengal, of which he was the Viceroy. It appears, that the deceaſed Em- 
peror intended to ns the Empire of Hindoſtan to his eldeſt ſon, 1 Muäz- 


zem; the dominions of the Decan (1 3) to his ſecond ſon, Aazem-ſhah, and 


the kingdom of Bidjapoor to his beloved Cambaqhſh, in full hopes, that 


thoſe three Princes would remain ande with their lot, and would Nen 


7 - 
: : *2 , 1 

5 1 1 4 a wo 20 9 BY 
— hy — — — — — — — 


6 ST 


—_— 


"(1 7) Theſe Public Audiences are called Par-am. The Emperor appears there at a window, raiſed about three 


feet from the ground, whereon ſtand his Miniſters and Generals in two rows, through which the meaneſt Pe- 
titioner can go up to the Emperor. The Emperors of Hindoſtan uſed to give two fuch Audiences to their ſub- 


Qs in the week, and each was of two full hours,; and this 2 was imitated by all r 
baby's down to Mir-caflim-khan. 3 6 


18 There is no other word for Perſia, all over the Eaſt; but that of Iran. Pars or Perſia, ny one of its 
provinces. | 


( 3) All the — to the South of the Nerbeda down to Cape Comorin are called Decan, or South; 
nor are they deemed to de in a Hindoftan no e e __ which Rs South 80 nor n 


hy. 


itſelf in Hindoſtan. = | | 110 al K 
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each on his de, the webe of the people God; biit whois the man who has 
Tot felt che torments of ambition? And how e 3 
Hatrer himfelf, tharhis/ſons would be free from it? 
CamBannsn, who governed Bidjapoor in foll fovereignry, "OY Faricfied | 
Wich His Lot, the moredb, as Auzem ah, to pleaſe his mother, had added 
another Province to his dorninions, and given him leave to coin money, and 
to have the” Chotha pronounced in his on name (17) : But matters were not 
To eaſy towards Hindoſtan: For Sultan Muäzzem, on hearing of his father's 
Annes, hadl let out from Cabsl, as did his ſecond ſon; Azim-uſh-han, from 
Bengt; and both rhoſePrinces, taking what Troops and Artillery wereat hand, 
| had marched, each on is fide, towards Ecber- abad, A great city, on the high 
road that leads to Decan. Sultan Muazzem was on his march, when he re- 
ceived the news of his Fachier's demiſe. Immediately he aſſumed the Imperial 3 TH 
name, and aſeended the throne. It was on the firſt Wedneſday of the Month FI 2 | 
of Muharem, in the year 1119, preciſely at midnight, it being che critical AT 
Hour pointed out by the Aſtrologers, in the ſign of Leo; and after chat inaugu⸗ 
ration, he wrote to his brother Aazem-Thah, © That if, fitisfied wich his lot of | . 
© the Decan, Which was a e e dominion, and that which their fa- 
4 ther had ſet apart for his portion, be did not meddle with the Empire: of 
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ce Hindoſtan, ſuch a conduct would not fail to produce numberleſs benefits, and 
ce endleſs bleſſings.” This infinuation made no impreflion upon Aazem- ſhah, 


who truſted to his own won perſonal n merit and proweſs, a and made no account of his 


£3 PR” 4 the 
. 


a $ 


1 


(tig) The 8 or Speech, although always — in —— fields, on the day of the Sacrifice, is 1 
pronounced in Moſques every Friday, and on ſome other particular occaſions. At the end of noon<day prayers, 
the Official with a ſword in the Scabbard, if the place had been taken by aſſault, and with a ſtaff only in his 
hand if atherwiſe, turns his face towards the people; and after having read or pronounced ſome praiſes and ſalu- 
tations in behalf of Mahomet, and his four firft ſucceffors, a well as for his companions, he recommend: to the 
congregation to ſay the Fareha, for ſuch ànd ſuch an one, the reigning Prince, to whom may God grant a 
long life, c. 8c; This Fateba, which is the firſt Chapter of the Koran, and anfwers to the dominical prayer of 
the Chriſtians, is then repeated in a low voice: by the people, whilt-the- Official has turned again t-wards 
the altar; and the. ceremony is ended by every one ſtroaking his face and beard, and ſaying aloud, Allab Ecber: 
i. e. God is Great. This Qotba amounts to an oath of allegiance. | | a 
cond 7 brother, 
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brother, to whom he anſwered by the well known adage, cc that is was impoſſible 
for two kings to live together upon the ſame throne;ꝰ and he commenced to 
make preparations for ſupporting his pretention; but which ended 1 in nothing 
but what was of his own ſeeking. | INT 1 OR Ng is 


* 


r 


SULTAN Muaz ZE M Was. ae at a 8 has eee he was 
Joined by Muezzeddin, his ſon, who, on his father's orders, had ſet out from 
M8han with what Troops and Artillery he could bring together on ſo ſhort a 
warning: There he was admitted to the honor of kiſſing his father s feet, after 
which he pronounced a ſpeech in his praiſe, prayed for proſperity and length of 
days to his reign, and then followed him to Ecber-abad.. Fortune ſeemed to 
favour this inauguration: For Azim-uſh-ſhan, who had ſet out from Bengal with 


a numerous and well-appointed army, and was then on his march to Ecber- 
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abad, hearing of a convoy of a coror of rupees (1 8), (being the tribute of Ben- 

gal) which the Divan or Intendant of that country was ſending to the capital, 

he ſeized the whole of it, but kept it untouched, for his father's diſpoſal. 

He alſo laid hold of Moqhtar-qhan, the Governor of the Province of 
a Ecber · abad, a nobleman of importance, who. had given his daughter 1 in 


marriage to the Prince Bidar-baqht, and was a hearty well-wiſher to the 
cauſe of Aazem-ſhah (19); he confined that nobleman, and having 
ſeized at the ſame time, the vaſt treaſure, and that infinity of royal fur- 
; niture, which had been depoſited theſe many ages in the Imperial palace 
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(20) A Coror is ten times a lac, or ten times a hundred thouſand. Were we to form an idea of the pro- 
greſs the antient Indians had made in other ſciences, by the perfection to which they had carried their Arith- 
metick, we ſhould conceive the higheſt opinion of their keenneſs and penetration : For the decimal way of 
counting, which the Europeans learned from the Arabs in the eleyenth century, theſe laſt acknowledge to hold 
from the Indians; nor have they any other name for deſigning that way of cyphering but that of Raccamebindi : > 
i. e. Indian Writing, or Cyphering. On the other hand, the words, Arrib, Nil, Paddan, &c. &C, convey a 


much more preciſe idea to the mind, than the words Bullion and Trillion, &c. 


(19) Aazem-/ab fignifies, the King of glory” Muiizzem, fignifies the glorious. — 8 
pomp; Mug eddin, the honor or the honored of the law. D bedjiftah-ahtar, of lucky ſtars, or of a lucky for- 
tune. Refi-al-Cadr of a ſublime dignity ; Fala-Dja eminently ſtationed. Aly-tebar, of a noble diſpoſition, Bi- 
dar- bagbt, of a 9 always awake. Cam-baqh/h, the beſtower or granter of what is wiſhed" for, The object 
of one's wiſh. mo | n | 
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of 0 that city, he bent his thoughts on encreaſing tie ſtrength of his par- 


ty, on conciliating the minds of the inferior govetnors and comman- 


ders, and on gaining the hearts of the nobility and people. In this he 
fucceeded fo well, that his army as well as his party, were gaining daily 
acceſſions : But he could not prevail on the Governor of the citadel . of 
Ecber-abad, who reſolutely anſwered, ** That at a time when the Imperial 
* throne: was difputed with ſlaughter and enmity, between three princes 
of the Imperial blood, he could not, with any propriety, deliver the 
& fortreſs to any of them, unleſs that one ſhould have eſtabliſhed. his 
government; in which caſe, he knew too well what became him, both 
as ſubject and a ſervant; to miſtake his duty.” With this anſwer he kept 
his fortereſs ſhut up, and prepared to ſupport a fiege. The Prince thinking 
it inconvenient to loſe any time in an affair of ſo much length, went on with 
other affairs of importance, until his father Solt n Maizzem being arrived, 
he effected a junction with him; after which he made him a profound bow, 
prayed length of days and proſperity to his reign, and preſented the Wn 
cious effects and money he had lad the good luck to bring together. 

ſaccour could be more welcome: for the troops which had already wow 
clamorous for want of pay, were ſuffering ſuch great hardſhips, that they had 
become diſpirited; and ſuch a timely aſſiſtance being taken for a good omen, 
Soltan Muizzem, from that moment, conceived | the fond ſt hopes on the. 
ſucceſs of his undertaking ; he returned thanks to God, diſtributed his trea- 
ſure according to the neceſſities of his people, and changed their paſt diſ- 


| ſtreſſes into preſent comfort. At this very time Aazem-ſhah, who had only 


tarried a few days in the, Imperial camp, to take poſſeſſion of the numerous 
well- appointed army which he had found ready under his. hand, was ſetting, 
out for Ecber-abad, reſolved to diſpute the crown with his elde brother, 
whom he looked upon to be his main rival. The natural ardor of his tem per 
being inflamed by ſuch thoughts, he marched with ſo much rapidity, that. 

"A'S he 
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be leſt behind moſt of his troops, and almoſt che: whole of his artillery: After | 
continual rharches, he: arrived. at the fogt of the fonir ſs of GSaliar, wh ere 
be eſtabliſhed his head quarters. It wascon a Monday, the eleventh of the 
firſt Rebi, in the year 1119. Seven days after he advanced towards: his 
enemy, whom bo found encamped on the plains of Diachg, cloſe to Ecber- 
abacdde It happened that ſome troops of his having advanced nearer to the 
enemys had. ſet. on fire ſome pars. of Soltan Muizzem's. head quarters, and 3 
diſperſed ſome . cavalry. Aazymuſh-ſhan was himſelf encamped there, and 3 
the combat having grown warmer, he found himſelf over-powered, and he 3 
ſtopped ſhort to ſee What Soltan Muizzem's fortune would operate in his be- 
half. This Prince, who was then on a hunting party, no ſooner heard of 
F enemy's being ſo near, than he flew. to his ſon's aſſiſtance, bringing with 


between thctwo 


_— him bis elueſt ſon Mt Ez zeddin, and his beſt generals with their troops; the 
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combat was growing warm, when an event happened, which by turning the 
fortune of che day, was taken for a token of approbation from providence on 


CY 


- 
* — 
* * 
— 
— 


his enterpriſe. At once there aroſe fuch a violent wind, as ſeemed to give 
che combatants an idea of the dreadfal Ser · Ser that buried the whole tribe of 
Aad under the ſands of Arabia (20); it blew on the back of Soltan-Muizzem, 
and fell in the face of Aazem · hab's army. I his laſt Prince having given the 
command of his left wing to his eldeſt ſon, Bidar-baqht, and that of his left, 
to his ſecond fon, Vala-dja, was marching to the enemy, having his youngeſt 
fon, Aly-tebar, then a child, upon his elephant. But he had left Aﬀed- 
khan, his Vezir, at the camp of Gsaliar with a body of troops. As he was, 
puſhing forwards with ardor, Zolficar-khan his generaliſſima, who had al- 
ſo been generaliflimo under Aoreng- zib, repreſented to him: © That as the 
ct day was ſo much ſpent, and ſuch a violent tempeſt blew right] in his face; 


« and on the other hand great part cf his troops and artillery were ſtill at a dif" 
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(20) This tribe, with that of Semod or Thamod was buried in the ſands of 4 by a violent =_ of 
ſand whuch the Arabians called Ser-Scr. Mahomet ſpeaks of this event in the Coran. 
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<. tance behind, it weuldinot be. adviſeable to riſk a battle for a throne on 


4 ſuch diſadvantageous terms : that he thought it expedient to remain ſatiſ- 
v fied wich the advantage gained over the enemy, by having burned one of 


« bis, quarters, and defeated part of his. cavalry; and that to- morr OW, when 
<. theremainder of the troops with the artillery ſhould, have come-up, it would 
te be time then, to take in hand the brigle.of proſperity, and to, put the foot 


6e in the ſtirrup of ſucceſs and fortune, in order to fall with one joint eſſort on 


an enemy alceady. intimi dated.“ This ſpeech made a ſtrange eſſcct: Tie 
Prince ho had a bigh opinion of his on military character, and that of his 


troops, and made little account of his brother and his party, having anſwer- 


ed by ſome expreſſions that betrayed his anger and reſentment, the generaliſ- 
fimo, who was known for a man of much valor and much diſcernment, re- 
plied chat fince his majeſty. wauld- not liſten to an advice dictated by zeal and 
prudence, and he choſe. to, run head-long into his own ruin, he hoped he 
would not find fault with him, if he took his leave of a cauſe that looked ſo omi- 


nous: The Prince full of indignation, having rejoined hy a few broken words 


of bitterneſs and anguiſh, turned his face from chat officer, juſt as fortune had 
now turned her's Nan himſelf; and Zulficar-khan, without further explana- 
tion, ſpurred his horſe, and: went to join his father ho had been left in the 
camp of 'G8alizr. 

AAZEM-snARH, without minding his retreat; fell on the enemy with the 
utmoſt fury; and the valorous on both ſides being as eager as himſelf to ent 


. their prowels, a mighty flanghter was taking place on both fides: But the 


wind blowing with more violence than ever, raiſed ſuch clouds of duſt and 
(and; chat the field of battle was entirely darkened, the troops were blinded; 


and it became impoſſible. to diſtinguiſh the friend from the foe, It has been 
aſſured by ſev eral perſons of character who had' fought in that battle, that the 


ſand was fo hot and ſo big, and: it choaked ſo effectually the mouths and eyes 


of the combatants, that no one could. ſtand ſuch a tempeſt, but by turning 
His 


I” 
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his head about; no arrow fallen from a bow could be diſtinguiſhed at more 


than a only a few paces diſtanee; and beyond a few, paces it could be taken- 


up no more. Notwithſtanding all theſe diſadvantages againſt them- 


felves, the troops of Aazem-ſhah were gaining ground ; the enemy's army was 
in danger; and the fury both of officers and men was ſo great, that to 
this day this battle of Ecber-abad is renowned all over Hindoſtan for obſti- 
nacy and ſlaughter. 2 

Trent vas then in Aazem-ſhah's army, an Afghan h of great (trengtlr | 


of body, and much proweſs, called Munevver-khan :\ he was followed by 


five thouſand men of his nation; and as he uſed to ſay that a day of battle was 


a wedding day for the brave, he had drefſed himſelf ; in cloth of gold, and 


| had given a ſimilar turban to every one of his men, every one of whom was 


ready to ſhed his blood with that of the enemy. This officer having found a 
favourable moment, drew near Aazem-ſhah, and requeſted leave to get on 
horſeback, in order to ruſh on the enemy, and ſhew to all the world how 
zealous he was for his maſter's cauſe, and how prodigal of his blood in ſo no- 
ble a ſervice. The Prince anſwered his requeſt, by deſiring him to remain 
upon the elephant he had been allotted from the imperial ſtables (20); and 
the officer mottified at the refufal, puſhed at the head of his troops as far as 
the center, where commanded Azimuſh-ſhan himſelf. He was oppoled by 


Huf Ein-aaly-Khan and ſome other officers of character, who were ſons to the 


illuſtrious Seyd-abdollah-khan of Adjmir, better known under the appella- 
tion of Mia-Khan. But the enemy puſhed-on with fo much violence, that 
molt of thoſe officers were flain together with their men; and Huſſcin- 


aaly-Khan himſelf, having received ſeveral hideous wounds, fell ſenſeleſs. on the. 


— 


(20) This refuſal did not ariſe from either pee viſnneſs or impolicy; for in India every commander of conſe- 
quence, and every general in chief, being ſeated on a throne mounted on an elephant, and prece-ded ! mmediately 
by ſome large ſtandards fixed on elephauts, nothing was more common for a whole army than to turn it's back 
the moment they perceived the general's ſeat empty. But the Europeans having theſe forty years paſt gained 
many a battle by only pointing a four pounder at the main elephant, the Indian Generals have abandoned that 


cuſtom, and they now appear on horſeback : Nay, they have learned to dicipline their troops, and to have an 
8 85 Well ſerved. 
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ground. The enemy had loſt full as many men; but Munevver-khan, hav- 


ing exhorted- the few that remained to him, puſhed as far as Azimuſh-ſhan's 


elephant, and having then in his hands one of thoſe ſpears called Belem by the 


Indians, he ran it with ſo much violence againſt the boards of the Prince's 


hiodah, that it came out at the board on the oppoſite fide; and the Prince 
had infallibly been killed, had he not ſhunned the blow, by inclining his bo- 
dy quite to the left. That brave man after performing ſuch feats of proweſs, 


fell at laſt, among the few intrepid men that had refuſed to ſurvive their he- 


roical commander. * 


Tun, een action coſt the lives of ae of illuftrious perſons The 


32153 S. + 


dja, his 3 a young prince "ho had never ſeen an wa we] then 
drank up to the dregs the bitter potion preſented him that day by the grim 


cup-bearer,.,death;.:It became neceſſary to announce theſe two loſſes to 
 Aazem-ſhab, their, father; and this unfortuuate Prince, who tenderly loved 


his children, and has a particular affection for the eldeſt, fetched a deep ſigh, 
and laid, that victory and life were henceforward of no uſe to him. With theſe 


words he ordered his driver to carry him into the middle of the enemy's ranks, 


: where, his hiodah was fo thick tuck with arrows, that one would have 


imagined there had rained arrows that day : He was followed by a choſen 
body, perſonally attached to him, not one of whom would leave their maſter. 
The Prince careleſs of his own ſafety, but anxious about the royal child Aaly- 
tebar, had covered hun with his bucler, after having made him ſquat in the 
haodah ; and be himſelf: now remained uncovered : till he was puſhing-on, au- 
ing his bow inceſſantly But vain were all thoſe efforts: the day was already far 
ſpent ;, fortune had declared herſelf ; and his beſt officers were ſlain, ſuch as 
Terbyer-khan , - Aman-ollah- khan, and Metleb- khan , With the two brothers 
Munevyer- khan and Khan-aalem, together with the Gentoo Princes, Radja 
Ram-ſing and Radja Dilpet, with an infinity of their troops: in one word, 


1 


| Valor and 
Death of Aazem 
ſhaw,the ſecond 
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bis two hopeful ſons were no mite : ae ae himſelf wounded by ſeve- 
ral muſcqueti balls, hall fallen ſenſeleſs in his häodah, hen a wretched officer 
of the name bf Roſtem- dll ꝑchan having got upon that heros elephant, was 
not aſhamed to cut off his head. He then took the Royal child Aaly-tebar 
by the hant!, and carried the one and the other to Soltan daz rem, his maſter. 
This light matte a deep impreffion on the Emperor: the fight 6f his 
brother's bloody head, was more than his fenfibility could bear; he ferched 
many a deep ſob, and wept bitterly. As to the royal orphan, h he 
preſſed him to his boſom, did every thing to pacify him; and in the ke 

he conceived ſo much affection for him, that he never put any difference 


| between him and his own children. The latter took umbrage at ſo much 


tenderneſs, and once they repreſented, and complained. But they were 
fllenced whh this anſwer from the Emperor's mouth, If your inqquletinde be 
cc ock his being inimical tomy fortune and crown, J inform you, that you 
0 are ch likelier to be ſo yourſelves than he; and that this child, gl 
ce of need, ſhall prove more anxious for my conſervation than any of you. 

Fon TUNE having put an end to Aazem-ſhah's reign and party, his miniſters 


and generals Joined Aﬀed-khan the Vezir, and Zolficar-khan the generaliſſi- 


mo ; and went in a body to pay their homage to Soltan Mudzzem, now 
ſtyled, Bahadyr-ſhah, or the Valiant King. The Vezir and the generalifh- | 
mo had got their own hands bound with a handkerchief; andi it was in tat con- 
dition they preſented themſelves, and made a profound bo : this ſight affected 
the Emperor s ſenſibility; he was ſeen to move from is place, and with his 


own hands, to ſet the Vezir's hands at liberty: turning at the ſame time to 
his ſon MuGzzeddin, he bid him go, and looſen the generaliſſimo $ hands. 


Not content with ſo much condeſcenfion, he made it a point to ſpeak with 


the utmoſt kindneſs to both the father and fon, eſpecially to the former; and 
ſending for one of his imperial ſuits of cloaths, he ordered hith to put it on di- 


rectly „an * very ſeldom confered on a ſubject and which raiſed the old mi- 
niſter's 


> ; "id. 
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gi der as high as the celeſtial manſions. When he ſaw him dreſſed, he did kim 
the honor of an embrace, made him fir down in his preſence, gave him che 
command and pay of 7, ooo horſes, with the grade attached to one of nine, added 
to all this a preſent of two corrors of Dams (20), and directed, chat his paleky 
ſhould be admitted wichin the Imperial encboſure, as far asthe gate of the Gh8IRL 
qhana or Bathing Place (21), (an honor granted only to Imperiab Princes); 
and that his muſic might play within the Imperial precincts: As a laſt token 
of his favour, he gave him the title of Djelil-al-cadr (22), with the office 
ef 'Vekil-M8tlac or Lieutenant General, and abſolute all over the Empire. 
Munaam-Khan received at the ſame time the title of Djumlet-el-mulk, with 
the office of Supremẽ Vezir, and the Government of the Province of Ecber- 
abad, which became an annex to chat office. His ſtation i in the Cachury or 
Office- Hall, was fixed at the right-hand of Aſſed- Khan, with power to ſet his 
own feat upon all Public Papers Below that of the Prime Miniſter's. . - 
ArrEx all theſe arrangements, the New Emperor turned his attention to- 
wards the conduct of ſome Gentoo Princes, and chiefly towards that of Djchi-- 
fag, Radja of Amber, who had ſided with Aazem-ſhaw; and as his own bro- 
ther, Bedji-fing, had fided with the Emperor, towhom he proved very uſeful, 
he was placed in his brother's ſtead, and the lu ter received orders to attend at 
Chiao. Adjer-fing, ſon of Djefvent-fing-rhator, Zemindar of Djoodcipoor, 
hid likewiſe ſided with Aazem-ſhaw, and, moreover, had proved refracto- 
ry and rebellious: Such a couduct deſerved immediate attention; and the 


Emperor having marched into thoſe countries, took thoſe two fortreſſes out of 


— —_ — 
— — 


* 


(20) One would hardly believe, that a Prince, whole revenues amount to about for ty-million ſterling, in a 


country where grain is five or ſix times cheaper than in England, ſhould have his income reckoned on by Doms, 
WI ch 18 a real coin of copper, from tor: y to forty-eight to a rupee. la the Chamber of Account forty D.ms 
always go for a rupee, or a half crown. EE: — ; 


(21) The Bathing place, is a palace betwixt the Harem-ſera or ſanctuary, that is the women's apartment, and 
the Divan-khana or Public apartments; but diſtin ſrom both; and. it may be called the Private apartments. 


(z2) Of Glorious Power. Djumle.-el-mulk fignifies the Greateſt of the State. 
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the Imperial Officers, after having ordered the dif poſſeſſed Zemindars to attend 
the Imperial Stirrup, and to live henceforward at Court. At the ſame time, 
Aſſed-Khan was ordered to repair to the capital of the Empire, which, with 
its Province, was henceforward to be under his ſ pecial care: And in this man- 
ner every part of the Empire was coming into order; and every heart being 
gained by the Emperor's goodneſs, ſerved to ſtrengthen the throne... Unlucki- 
ly there aroſe a civil war between the two remaining ſons of Aoreng-zib. 
PRINCE Cambaqhſh no ſooner heard of his brother's death, than he pre- 
pared to oppoſe the victorious party, being of too haughty a diſpoſition to 


brooke ſubmiſſion, or even tranquility. In vain did the new Emperor ſend 
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him ſoothing meſſages, and adviſed him, in a mild manner, to be quiet and 
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to live in peace. This mild. pacific diſpoſition ſerved only to encourage Cam- 
baqhſh; and he ſent anſwers that breathed nothing but anger and defiance: . 
Even theſe the Emperor would have over- looked; but finding himſelf urged 
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and „ by his own ſons, he reſolved to oppoſe Cambaqhſh. With 
that view, he ſet out at half an hour before mid-might, being on Monday, the 
ſeventeenth of Shaaban, in the year 1149, and marched towards Bidjapoor, 
by the way of Fateh-poor and Adjmir. The third of Zilcad of the enſuing 
year, being a Wedneſday, the two armies fought-in the environs of Hai- 
derabad, of which city Cambaqhſh had made bimſelf maſter.- After repeated 
attacks, and much ſlaughter, Bahadyr-ſhah's army drove the enemy out of the 
field of battle, and remained victorious. This happened at midnight, and 
by this time, moſt of thoſe that were perſonally attached to G be- 
ing ſlain, the reſt betook 5 to flight, leaving a complete victory to the 
enemy: The Prince himſelf, after exhibiting ſeveral feats of royal proweſs, and. 
receiving ſeveral mortal wounds, had fallen ſenſeleſs on the ground, with hard- 


I; any other fign of life, than a faint reſpiration '; It was in that conditiorr that 


che victorious found him: He was immediately raiſed ; placed upon an elephant 
| | with 


* 
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with his chicken, and ſent to the Emperor. On notice of this, the Emperor 
ſent his eldeſt ſon, Muezzeddin, with orders to ſhew him every mark of ho- i 
nor and reſpect; and on the wounded Prince's being arrived, he directed he 
ſhould be lodged in a retired tent, within che Imperial encloſure; and he went 
on foot to pay bim a viſit. On diſcovering his body, he fetched a deep ſob, 
and ſaid “ I have never wiſhed to ſee you in that condition: the Prince raiſing | 
with pain his diyng eyes, anſwered, © nor did I ever wiſh to ſee you in that 
condition, neither” and ex pied. The Emperor exceedingly affected by ſuch 
a ſight, retired to his own apartment, taking with him the young - orphans, 
his nephews. He ordered them to be educated in the ſame manner, as he 
had done Aaly-tebar bY 
repeated remonſtrances and bitter reproaches of his own children. 

Tr1s battle having rendered Bahadyr-ſhah maſter of all the Decan, as well 


as put an end to all competition with reſpect to Hindoſtan; and his authority 


he made it a point always to lend a deaf ear to the 


being now firmly eſtabliſhed, he conceived that chis was the time to introduce 
ſ>me changes which he had in his mind. One day he repreſented, in a mild 
tone of voice, both to Aſſed-Khan and tO his ſon, Zulficar-khan, the genera- 
liſimo, “ that Munaam Khan was an antient fervant of his, and a zealous friend, 
extremely attached to his perſon. Whilſt I was yet only the Imperial 
* Prince, added he, I promiſed that I would make him my Vezir, when- 
6 ever the crown ſhould devolveto me; and now he reminds me of my own 
0 promiſes e; but as I intend not to diſoblige you on one hand; and on the other, 
(4 to break my word would look like a proceeding unworthy of the Majeſty 
* of an Emperor, I wiſh you would adviſe me in ſuch a delicate emergency z 
“ and point out ſome expedient that may give ſatisfaction to both ſides, 

«* without wounding my delicacy and ſenſe of honor.” 
ASSED-KHAN on obſerving the Emperor's tale; anſwered, * That 
4 a fidelity to their word was always incumbent upon Emperors; but that he 
«* hoped likewiſe that the honor of two faithful ſervants that had zealouſly 
 H2 „ | ſerved 


Remarkable 
delicacy of the 
Emperor about 
tus own word. 
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at ſerved the imperial family for ſuch a number of years, would be guarded 

c from an affront.” This anſwer having eaſed the Emperor's mind, he di- 
8754 1 rected that Aſſed- khan ſhould be immediately appointed to the high office of 
| ö i Vekil-MStlac, or Agent General and abſolute of the Emperor's; and he or- 
f dered that he ſhould be inveſted with a rich Qhylaat or dreſs of honor (23). 
Manaam-khan at the ſame time, who had often ated as Agent General 
to the Imperial Princes, and as Divan or Superintendent of his Revenue- 
Office, was inveſted with the Qhylaat of Veair ; and the Imperial Caſket and 
Seal were put in hal hands. The rank of theſe two illuſtrious men was alſo 
ſettled by the Emperor himſelf, who directed that after Aﬀed-khan ſhould 
take his ſeat on the carpet of Agent General, and under the canopy of the 


— ä —  — — — — 
-- — — — w 


Vezir-ſhip, Munaam-khan ſhould walk up to him in a reſpectful manner, 


and ſhould preſent to him the papers that might require his ſignature. 
Tris regulation having ſatisfied both theſe illuſtrious perſonages, they 
joined their efforts in diſpatching the affairs of ſtate, and in promoting the 


— — 


f welfare of the Empire, which conduct after all was their immediate duty, and 
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ought te be the intent and ſcope of employment and ſervice. 
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Zo LFICAR-KHAN, the Generaliſſimo, was decorated with the title and 
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office of Emir-ul-omrah (24), andappointed to the government general of the 


— — - _—_ 


Decan, comprehending all theProvinces conquered already, orto be conquered 


hereafter: A charge of importance, which he richly deſerved : For no other 


— 
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man at that time would have been able to bring under controul, countries ſo 


newly conquered and ſo refractory. The new Viceroy after having ſettled to 


** 


(23) A Qhylaat is compoſed of a Deſſar or Chira, i e a turbant: a Patca, or girdle, and a piece of ſtuff, 
ſometimes ready made up, for a gown or a Djama. And hence a Qhylaat, dreſſing the whole body from head 
to foot, is very properly called a Ser-pa, or a head and foot. To perſons of importance, they add a double piece 
for a gown, and laſtly a Djubba, or a ſhort gown with ſhort ſleeves; and then ſach a Qhylaat is called a Ser-pa of 
five, or ſix pieces. One piece of light brocade is alſo added for long drawers, but this word is never mentioned. 
All theſe pieces are of mulmul, embroidered in gold, filver, and filk, upon the moſt elegant patterns. 


(24) This office, which is defigned by the words Prince of Princes, has ſometimes been by one degree inferi- 
or to that of Vezir, and ſometimes ſuperior to it, ſo as to be-coveted-by Vezirs themſelves. | 


is 
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Bis mind, the military and finances of his 8 returned to Court, 
aſter having left for his Lieutenant a famous Afghan Nobleman of thoſe parts, 
called Däsd-· Khan - peni (25), a man extremely powerful in thoſe countries, 
where his riches, his bodily ſtrength, and his perſonal proweſs, had render- 
ed him ſo famous and of ſo much importance, that there were no noblemen 
in Decan, that could be compared to him. He not only was made the 
hinge of all public affairs, with power to bind or looſen as he ſhould think 
proper, but he had alſo the finance department put in the palm of his hand, 
with full liberty to undertake any military expedition which he ſhould think 
adviſeable. | 
ZOLFICAR-KHAN, after having eaſed his mind of ſo great a burthen, went 
to Court, where he applied himſelf ſedulouſly in ſpreading order and ar- 
rangement through every. part of the Empire ; and as the Provinces of Ben- 
gala, Oriſſa, Azimabad and Ilah-bad, had hitherto been governed by 
Azium-uſh-ſhan, the Emperor's ſecond ſon, it was thought proper to continue 
thoſe countries under the ſame adminiſtration. This put it in the Prince's power 
to reward nobly two illuſtrious lords that had rendered him many important 


ſervices, and had diſtinguiſhed themſelves ſo valiantly in the great battle of 


Ecber-abad : Theſe were Abdollah-khan, and Seid-aaly-khan, both 
ſons of the famous Szid-abdollah-khan, ſo much revered in Adjimir 
e he cobferred 
the Government of Ilah-abad; and he gave that of Aazimabad to the 
younger, Sèid-aaly-Khan. Djaafer-khan was entruſted with the provinces 
of Bengala and Oriſſa, in which he ated already as Divan. After all 


theſe arrangements, the prince took his reſidence in his father's court, where he 


— 


„ 


(25) The word Peni as well as thoſe of LöSdi Tirin, Quhlidji, Bangaſh, &c. deſign particular raies or tribes 
of Afghan-Mountaineers, inhabitants of Cabsl and Candahar, from whence they have more than once,ſpread 
under the name of Patams, all over India, where they did cut ſo eminent a figure, that they were maſters of 
the throne of Hindoſtan ; and it is againſt the family of Lo8di, in particular, that Timur's ſucceſſors, eſpecially 
:HEmai8n, fought ſuch bloody battles, ; 


he 
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bore a great ſway in every thing : For the Emperor, who was exceedingly. 


—— — — — — 
— — — — * 
— 2 


7 good natured, and mild even to a defect, having remembered a vow which 


he had once made to the Creator of Spirits and men, that if ever he ſhould 


aſcend the throne, he would never deny any man's requeſt, now wanted to 
act up to that oath of his ; and therefore, dignities, titles, and employments, 
were laviſhed away with ſo undiſtinguiſhirg a profuſion, that they loſt much 
of their value, and ceaſed to be marks of honor and diſtinftion, although no 
leſs a man than Munaam khan had been appointed to examine -the ſeveral 
requeſts, and to adjuſt the reſpective claims. Nevertheleſs, as men 
of low rank, whether Hindoos or Muſulmen, obtained every day grades 


of ſix or ſeven thouſand horſes; and the titles of Djung, and Mulk (26), 
as well as thoſe of Rai, and Radja, were given to all comers; dignities came 
at laſt to loſe their weight, and titles to forfeit all credit. 
MAN while, the ar y which puſhed forwaid towards Hindoſtan, had 
been overtaken by the rainy ſeaſon ; and it was at ſuch a time as this, that 
rene of dhe Miniſter thought proper to beſtow the Government of G8djrat on Ghazi- 


- ſhah 25 ; 
— turn eddin-khan, who enjoyed already that of Barar, to which he had been ap- 


pointed by Aorengzib ; but ſuch was the feebleneſs of the Miniſtry, and ſuch 


the contempt into which their adminiſtration, had fallen, that the new Gover- 


— 
. 


— — 
— 


(26) The firſt title of honor given by the Emperors of Hindoſtan, is always that of Khan; but as all the 
Afghans, Patans, and Rohillas, never fail to add it to their names as a national diſtinction, it became neceſſary 
in order to diſtinguiſh it as a title of honor, to acd to a name the word, Aaly, which ſignifies high, as well as 
that of Khan. A Mir-djaafer, for inſtance, on being decorated with the title of Khan, would find his name run 
thus: Mir-djafer aaly-khan. In proceſs of time, the court adds ſome title, which has ſome refer nce to a 
man's charcter, in a Kingdom or province: thus, Mir-djafer-aaly-khan, Heſſam-el-mulk : the high lord Mir-djafer, 
the ſword of the ſtate, This title is in a little time encreaſed by two more that relate to a man's character in war 
and to his ſtation in the Empire: For inſtance, Mir-djafer-aaly-khan, Heſfam-el-mulk, R8k$n-ed-d681h, 
Mehabet-djung : tl;e noble lord Mir-djaſer-khan, the Sword of Lis Province, and one of the Colonnes of the ww 


pire, the formidable | in war. Look at the note 14th. ſection 12th. The titles of Rai and Radja, the firſt of which 
fignifies, a Genius or a Counſellor, and the ſecond a King, although hereditary in ſome families of Hindoo Prin- 
ceſs, are, however, very often beſtowed as a reward on Hindoo Intendants, and Miniſters by their Muſulmen 
Maſters. Once, for ever, it mult be obſerved, that a hundred years ago thoſe titles, which were infinitely leſs 


common than to day, bore a real reference to a man's character, as a ſoldier, a PO or a miniſter; ; where: 
as now they are become things of courſe, 


M U rA MGU E RI N. 

Hor ſet out without leave, and even without waiting on the Emperor. This 

3 9 of his having been paſſed- over, encouraged the two diſpoſſeſſed 
Gentoo Princes, who lived at Court, to take the ſame liberties : Theſe were 

| Radja Djchi-ſing-ketch6a, and Adjet-ſing-rbator (27) : they both quitted the 

Court without leave and having croſſed the Nerbedda, they returned to their 


own country, vet having ejected with a great deal of fighting and ſlaughter, 
the Imperial Officers eſtabliſhed in their fortereſſes, they retook * ö 


of them, and reinſtated themſelves in their own dominions. 
So much preſumption had at laſt rouſed the Emperor: He croſſed the 
Nerbedda with intention to cliaſtiſe the Gentoo Princes, who had fo far avail- 
ed themſelves of their diſtance from court, and the inattention of the times, 
that tliey had given battle to the three Seid Brothers, Ahmed-khan, Hoſleirt- 
khan and Qhiiret-khan, who had been all three ſlain, and all three had on 
the ſame day received the palm of martyrdom. This particular had added 
to the Emperor's indignation, as well as to the apprehenſions of thoſe Radj- 
poots (28) ; when an intelligence arrived at court, which made it expedient 
to temporiſe with them, and to accept of the ſubmiſſion of thoſe two Princes 
who payed their homage as the Emperor was paſſing on his Elephant. He 
was then indiſpoſed; but the intelligence engaged him to poſtpone every 
conſideration in order to ſmother the fire which G8r8-govind at the head 
5 his Sycks had raiſed in the mountains ( 29). That incendiary had 
got himſelf followed by the Radja and inhabitants of that ſnowy-country; 


and he had ſlain, in battle; Vezir-khan, the Fodjar of Ser-hend. The 
Emperor, ſhocked at their ravages, ordered Afﬀed-khan and Zolficar- 


— 


(27) Ketchiia and Rhator are names of family; the reſt is a proper name. 

(28) This G8r8-Govind, or Biſhop Govind, was then at the head of the Sycks, men, who, after having been 
Mendicants about three hundred years 2go, became ſoldiers in the ſequel, and form now a powerful common=- 
wealth, that has ſent more than once ſixty thouſand horſes in the field. . ; 

(29) Radj-poots, Genify iſſue of Radja or King. They are the military tribe of India, tall, lean, robuſt, 
courageous men, who, very different in that from the Brahmanical race, make no diſſiculty ti eat meat, although 
living in general upon kenne | 


khan 


260 
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Elan to aſcend thoſe mountains, and to blockade, on all fides, the ſtrong 


Bold in which the G8r$ had ſhut hiinſelf up; but in the night, the Radja, who 
was acquainted wich a particular path, fornd means to elude the enemy's vigi- 
lence, and to eſcape; with all his followers, of whom only a few were inter- 
cepted : a neglect that very mach affected Aﬀed:khan's character. The Em- 


peror finding that no glory was to be acqii din that country, left Roſtem- 


dil-Khan in it, with a body of troops, and turned towards Lahor; and it was 


in that city that Aſſed · Khan departed this fragile - world. His office of Lieute- 


nant General to the Emperor, was given to Hediiet-aaly-Khan, ſon to Enalet-- 
eddin- Khan; ard he was inſtalled in it wich a rich dreſs of honor. Qhazi-eddin- f 


khan likewiſe departed his life in his Government of G8djrar. The Emperor 
was then encamped on the Banks of- me Ravi, the river that flows at Lahor; 
and it was there that Roftem-dil- khan had the aſſurance to ſhew his face at. 


court, after \aving had the menue to quit his poſt, and that too without 


leave. His impudence met with what it deſerved: He was deprived of his 


grade, command, and Djaghir, and confine in the citadel of Lahor; and 


 Mahmed-amin-khan was ſent in his ſtead. 


Sou ſtrange events happened during the Emperor's reſidence in that city. 
As he was fond of the company of the learned and ingenius, and he paſſed him- 
felf for an accute prc ficientinthe ſilbtiltie: of ſciences, and eſpecially in whatever 
concerns law and divinity, (qualitiesin which he ſurpaſſed by far all the Princes 
of the Houſe of Tunur) fo he loved to be ſurrounded with people {killed 0 
thoſe matters, and he diſcourſed with pleaſure on thoſe ſubjects; but as he had 


diſcovered, by the ſtrength of his own genius, chat the ſect of the Imamites (29) 


Was 


1 — 
— — 


— 
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(29) The Mahometan World is divided into two principal Sects, one of which 1s called the Sunnie, or Tradi-- 
goniſts, becauſe they admit traditions ; and the other is called Shijahs or Separatiſts and Schiſmatiſts, but Who 
ſtvle th-mſe! ves tle Imamit-s, or Pontificats. The former acknowledge, for rightful ſucceſſors of Mohammed, 
the Qualifs, or the Emperors Ab3-becr, Omar and Oſman, all relations of the Prophet, and alſo Aly, his couſin 
and ſon-i law; nor have they any other profeſſion of faith than that revealed in the Koran, which runs thus: 


o There i, no God but God, and Mohammed is his M. enger.” The Shijahs, oa the contrary, rejecting the three form- 


ec 
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was the only rightful one, and he had ſet his heart on it, he, on his arrival at 
Labor, aſſembled the learned of that city, moſt of them ſtaunch Sunnies, and 
argued with them about the juſtice of the right of his Majeſly, the King of 
Holineſs, the Commander of the Faithful, Saint Aaly, ſon to Ab8-taaleb (On 
whom be grace and peace I). Theſe men were all confuted; and the confuſion 
in which he ſaw them, made him conceive the defign of adding to the uſual 
profeſſion of faith, as uttered in the public prayers, and in the Qhotba, the 
words, And Aah is the Saint of God, aud the Heir of the Meſſenger of God,” An 
affair of ſo much i importance required a power abſolute, and a great firmneſs 
of mind, qualities, which were never eminent in the characters of the Prin- 
ces of the Houſe of Timur, eſpecially in thoſe of the latter times; and, as on 
the other hand, the Emperor's eldeſt ſons, Azim-uſh-ſhan, and Qhodjiſtah- 
aqhter, both men of courage and merit, were extremely zealous for the Sunni 
tenets, this innovation proved very un welcome, and could take no root. The 
Emperor himſelf became apprehenſive of a vigorous oppoſition on that head; 
ſo that his will remained without effect: Still unwilling to abandon his deſign 
without making ſome trial of its practicability, he one day, ſent a Shijah rea- 
der to the main Moſque, after having put him under the ſafe guard of Azim- 


_ 
— — 


er Princes, as ſo many uſurpers, admit no other law ful ſucceſſor but Aaly, as having eſpouſed Fatema, daughter 
to Mohammed; and they hold him therefore the only rightful Pontiff: Moreover, to the profeſſion revealed in the 


Koran, which is called the fine words by excellence, they have added the words: & And Aaly it the Saint of God 


« and the Succeſſor of the Meſſenger of Cod. It is ſtrange that this SeR, which once partaged the Mohammedan World, 
at a time when it was governed by Princes inimical to Aaly and his pretenſions, ſhould now be reſtricted to on- 
ly the greateſt part of Perſia and ſome parts of India, for inſtance, Bengal, where, by the by, the people call 
themſelves Sunnies, or Char-Varies, or admitters of the Four Friends; but where, in fact, they know nothing 
of Religion, and think that the whole of it conſiſts in being circumciſed, abſtaining from any victuals touched 
by Europeans, and in obſerving religiouſly the theatrical idolatrous rites uſed by the Shijahs in the firſt ten days of 
Muharrem. The Sunnies may be divided into ſeventy Sets, all Orthodoxes ; but which are all reſolved into 
Four, viz. the Hanefies, or thoſe that follow the doctrines of Abs-hanifa; ; and ſuch are the Turks, the Tarters, 
ſome Perſians and almoſt all the Indians. They are the moſt rational and leaſt ſuperſtitious of all. The Bar- 
bareſcs and Marroquines follow thoſe of Malecs, and ſo do the Arabs. The Doctrines of Ab8-hanbat, or Hannibal 
are followed by another part of Arabs. The Eaſtern parts of the Turkiſh Empire follow Shafey; and the Per- 


fans chemſel ves pretend to be within that diviſion. | 
Nt 1 uſh-ſhan's 
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iſh-ſhan's company. The Prince, who was in his heart averſe to ſuch an in- 
novation, took the man with him, out of reſpect to his father's pleaſure; but 
proved entirely paſſive when the congregation; which was moſtly compoſed 
of Hanefies, having got information of the ſcheme, fell upon that innocent 


man, and hacked him to pieces, before he had time to utter the offenſive 


words. 


Tuis commotion was followed by another: The men learned in the | 


hw, and ſome principal inhabitants, all men of the Sunni principles, 
having fer hwith aſſembled in the Cathedral, ſent a meſſage, by which 
they invited the Emperor over to the right party, and required every inha- 


bitant, Muſſelman or Gentoo, good or bad, to be aſſiſting with their perſons 


and fortunes; but the Emperor, without minding the invitation, conti - 


nued during the remainder of his life, to promote the tenets of che Shijahs, 
and to paſs a great deal of bis time in argueing with the Doctors of the 


oppoſite party; although to no purpoſe at all: And, indeed, if the promul- 


gation of new principles depended intirely on argument and reaſon, why 


ſhould the Prince of Prophets and Chief of Meſſengers, (on whom, as well 


as on his poſterity, be ſalutation and peace to the end of time!) have receiv- 
ed orders to fight from the Lord of the Creation? He who was confeſſedly 
the moſt eloquent man of his time, whether in Arabia or in Iran? 

Fi vx years had dready elapſed ſince the Emperor's acceſſion to the throne, 
and it was the third year ſince he was encamped on the Ravi, cloſe to the ci- 
ty of Lahor, when ſome alteration was perceived in his mind : It was about. 
the middle of Muharrem „in the year l 124 of the Hedjra. One day he took 
into his head to give orders for killing all the dogs in camp, as well as all 
thoſe in the city of Lahor, As ſuch an order, from ſo ſenſible a Prince, could 
not appear but very ſtrange, people were willing to account for it by ſuppo- 
Gng that ſome witchcraft or enchantment had been practiſed upon his perſon, 
Such a ſtate of things was the more diſagreeable, as the Sy ks were becoming 
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equally numerous and troubleſome: F orbidden from coming into the city 
of Lahor, not one of them was to be ſeen in the day- time; but as ſoon as it was 
dark, they never failed to return to the houſes of thoſe that uſed to feed and 


cheriſh them; and this manege laſted during the whole night; for at day- 
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break they would throw themſelves in the Ravi (30), and after having ſwam 
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on the other ſide, they lurked in the neighbouring fields. 

Tax SE manoeuvres of the Syks, as well as the tumult in the Cathedral, I 
have mentioned upon the faith of a letter which Amin-ed-d68la, of Sambal, 
had written to his children, and which I have found at length in the papers of 
his ſecretary. The latter ſays, that the Emperor incenſed againſt the Doctors 
that had excited the tumult which had coſt the reader's life, had ordered 


ſome of them to be thrown into a prifon, and ſome others to be ſent to the 


, 
' 


fortreſs of G8aliar. Sometime after the Emperor having felt a flight indiſpo- 


— 


tion, of which no one ſuſpected any ill, he at once fell into a ſwoon, in which be Emperer 


a Behader - ſhah 
he ſuddenly departed from this world, to haſten to a corner of the manſions en- 
of eternal mercy. - It was the 19th of Muharrem, about two hours before 2 
night. : 


Tux Prince Azim-ufh-ſhan, who happened to be preſent, when the Empe- 
85 fell into a ſwoon, ſinding himſelf unable to ſtand ſuch a ſpectacle, had 
quitted that ſpot, and retired to his own camp, after having recommended to 
Amin-ed-d68la to tarry a few hours more, in order to bring him a ſure intelli- | 3 
gence about ſo mournful an event: So that as ſoon as the Emperor expi- | 
red, that nobleman had repaired to the Prince, and had informed him that 
his father was no more, and that all was over. The Prince wept bitterly ; but 
Amin-ed-do8la having dried his tears with a handkerchief, bid him ſtanC-up, 


and take his party inſtantly, as not a moment was to be loſt: ** Aſcend the 


— 
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(30) This circumſtance of whole multitudes thłou ing themſelves into a large river, and ſwimming cvgry 
muſk not ſurpriſe the reader. There are ſo many rivers, lakes, ponds, and waters in India, that every man 
knows how to ſwim ; and in Bengal, all ſwim, from the oldeſt women to the children of four years old. 
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ee throne, ſaid he, © at once, and order the Imperial kettle-· drums (3 1) and 
muſick to ſtrike- up immediately; “ and this being complied- with, the few 
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wa affümestne courtiers that chanced to be at hand, made haſte to preſent their Nazers accor- 


crown. 
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ding to cuſtom, and wiſhed the Prince a long, happy reign. At this very time 
Amin-ed-do6$la with Naamet-ollah-khan, and ſome others, repreſented that 
Zolficar-khan the Generaliſſimo, as well as Hamid-ed-din-khan, who were | 
both inimical to him, were actually buſy in fitting-up the imperial 
body, and would be taken-up with that ceremony as far as the grave, and 
of courſe could afford a precious delay, in which they both might be 
ſeized and ſecured. The Prince ſeemingly unmoved by ſo important 


an advice, anſwered * that the imperial honor would ſuffer from 


« ſuch a haſty indecent proceeding; and that for his own part he 
tc truſted ſolely to his own right and to God Almighty's aſſiſtance, the more 
« ſo, as after all, Zolficar-khan could do but little.” This anſwer ſtruck his 
adviſers and well-wiſhers dumb ; and they ſaid in a low voice % May God 
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turn this into ſome good !” In fact the Prince was guilty of an enormous over- 
ſight, and that too, at the very threſhoJd of his throne. N evertheleſs, Naamet- 
ollah-Khan of his own motion went away directly, and puting himſelf at the 
head of a numerous brigade of his own, he marched ſtrait to the imperial 
paling ; where having found the generaliſſimo already gone to his camp, and 
in the middle of his troops, he returned to the Prince, after having miſſed 
his blow. 

Ir muſt be obſerved that Azim-uſh-ſhan had always borne a great ſway 
in his father's life-time, under whom he had acted 2s his lieutenant general, 
whether in ſigning papers, or in diſpatching buſineſs : and as the whole houſe- 


hold, to which he commanded, as grand-maſter, was devoted to him, he had 


found no difficulty in taking poſſeſſion of his father's treaſures, and aſcend- 
ing the throne : A ſtep which had afforded ſome aſſurance and ſome ſatisfac- 


es 
1 


(31) Thoſe Drums are made of iron hoops, and twice as big as thoſe uſed in Europe for the cavalry. 
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tion to the troops in camp. But this was not the 90 of all: Numbers that 
looked more narrowly into the matter, were apprehenſive of troubles and 
much blood-ſhed ; ſo that whoever could provide himſelf with a carriage or 
a beaſt of burthen, made haſte to ſend his family with his beſt effects into 
Lahor, during the whole night, whilſt others went within the imperial paling 
and took their abode there (32). F 

Wurst all this was going forward, the Phyſicians, Sadyc-khan- and 


 Hekin-el-mulk (33), together with Mehabet-Khan and all the Miniſters of 
ſtate, as well as all the Crown Officers, went in a body to pay their homages 


to Azim-uſh-ſhan. They were led by Shah-nevaz-khan and Hamid-eddin- 
khan. On the other hand, Roſtem-dil-khan and ſome others acknowledged 
Qhodjiſtah-aqhter. But Zolficar-khan, the Generaliſſimo, who did not 
like this Prince, and was upon bad terms Po EL PO repaired to 
the eldeſt ſon, Muszzeddin, and aſked him whether he had any commands 
to lay upon him ? cc none at all,” anſwered the Prince, “ at leaſt at preſent, for 
© have neither money nor troops, having added to the Imperial army 
whatever I could bring together, when I came to join my Father. But 
« I intend to retire into my Government of M8ltan, where 1 expect to col- 


cc 


& lect forces as well as the means of appearing again upon the {tage of the 
„ world, at whack time I ſhall a& as fortune ſhall point out.” The Gener- 


aliſſimo diſapproved of ſuch a dilatory party, offered money, troops and ar- 
tillery out of his own private ſtores, aud propoſed to join immediately both 
nn and Refi- al- cadr, by which junction they would diſperſe 


— 1 
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(32) The bende encloſure of tents (and the hindoſtany Emperors heretofor2 were 3 for ſix 
months together in the year) may be of a mile and quarter in circuit. It coutains one hundered and twenty tents, 
ſome of them big enough for ſeveral hundreds of men, and the largeſt might admit two or three thouſand. All 
this is ſurrounded by a conatt, or wall of cloth, ſix foot high, without which is a paling that ſurrounds 
the whole; and it is betwixt theſe two incloſures that reſide the guards: Further off, there is another. paling ; 


and here too, in the intermediate ſpare, reſide the guards, and ſome other 1 attached to the Imperial houſe- 
hold, ſuch as chair-men, water-men, taper-bearers, &c. &c. 


(33) Ons may judge from thence how much Phyſicians are reſpected in India. There are in moſt cities 
charity- lands ſet apart on purpoſe for them, that they may practice without fees. 
Azim-uſh-ſhan's 
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 Azimouſh-ſhar' ; party, after which | it might be time for the three Böcker to 
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; dle to gether about further meaſures. This propoſal was not reliſhed by 
Muszzeddin, who truſting but little to the Generaliſſimo's promiſes or 


| power, deſired him firſt of all to' g0 and ſound his two brothers. Zolficar-khan 
returned directly to His own camp, where having aſſembled what money and 
effects he thought neceſſary; he ſent the whole to Muezzeddin, repairing 


at the ſame time to the quarters of the two other Princes, whoſe hearts he 


gained at the firſt interview, after having made them agree to an equal divi- 
fions of the treaſures and effects of the late Emperor. 
ALL this while Azim-uſh-ſhan ſurrounded by Crown-officers, and by the 


courtiers and generals attached to his party, was ſitting on the throne in full 
poſſeſſion of the imperial honors, but reſolved to fall on whoever ſhould 


venture to attack him. He ſurrounded his camp witli a ditch, planted his 
cannon round, and for a few days waited the event, in hopes that the other 


pretenders, having no money, their troops would diſperſe of themſelves or ; 


come over to his camp. But as fortune was not on his fide, it happened 
that the very reverſeof all that came to take place; for Zolficar-khan, after hav- 
ing performed a ſervice that ſeemed above all reward, invited the Princes to- 
join together; and this being agreed -K to unanimouſly, they repaired with him 
to Muezzeddin's camp, where they formed him a court worthy ofthe Imperial 
ſplendor : this. happened in the 1124 year of the hedjrah ; the next day, they 
marched to attack Azim-uſh-ſhan, and a royal battle was fought ; but as 
deſtiny was againſt him, in a little time his troops were defeated, and they 
{ied on all ſides; but what is ſingular, is that Azim-uſh-ſhan's body could not « 
be found, notwithſtanding all the ſearch made for that purpoſe.—This event 
was related in the following manner: 
Tux firſt day there was a flight attack from the enemy; but as if they bad 


changed their minds, they contented themſelves for ſeven days together with 


firing ſhowers of cannon-ball into Azim-uſh-ſhan's camp, from which they 
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were anſwered in the ſame tile. - On the ſeventh day, N aamet-ollah Khan 
and Aziz-khan, with Radja Mohcum-ſing the Caburi, and Radja Radj-ſing 
the Djatt, came in a body with Shah-nevaz-khan at their head; and they re- 
preſented to that Prince, that as his enemies were not yet grown ſo numerougas C 
had been apprehended, it was poſſible to attack them, and to diſperſe their 
troops, by ſallying upon chem at once, and coming to hand-blows. For all 
anſwer the Prince deſired them to wait a little ; and with this order they were 
obliged to comply. The Prince hoped that as the Djatt Churamon, and 
the Bandjaras (34), had ſo beſet. the roads, that no proviſions could reach 
the enemy's camp, the latter would ſoon be obliged to diſperſe for want 
of daily food. Whilſt he was ſo much inclined to dilatory meaſures, he | | 
took none to gain the hearts of his troops: Extremely ſparing of thoſe b 
treaſures he had found ready under his hand „ he looked like one anxious | 
to carry them to the other world with him. With ſuch a ſcheme in his 

head, no wonder that whenever any bolder advice was propoſed, he was 

fare to marr it, by anſwering thoſe very words of his-, a little more. 

On the eighth day, Zolficar-khan having fetched from the city of Lahor, 

ſeveral large pieces of cannon, got them planted on a raiſed advantageous 

ground, from which they were inceſſantly pouring ſhowers of large balls into 

Azim-uſh-fhan's camp; and as in order to bring up the cannon, the enemy 

had ſet open the road to Lahor, the troops of Azim-uſh-ſhan, already ex- 

ceedingly diſguſted, availed themſelves of that opportunity, to put them- 

ſeves out of the reach of a heavy fire, by retiring from the rear of his 


camp. This ſtate of Maction having highly diſguſted the two Gentoo _ 


— 
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(34). The Djatts are a fort of Radjpoots that formed, twenty years ago, a powerful fate, that extended from 
Adjmir to Mahtia and Acber-abad: It has bcen ruined by Nedjef- Khan. The Bandjarras are a ſet of armed | 
men that travel all over India by thouſancs at a time, with their oxen loaded with bulky goods,*ſuch as ſalt, 
wheat, fine rice, &c, with, now and then, ſpices, and tin and copper. They encamp every evening in a regular 
ſquare, the diſpoſitions of which would be admired in Europe: They are in the center with their wives and 
children: their oxen being made faſt, three or four deep, to iron pins fixed on the ground: A ſtrong guard at 
each corner flank this fortification ; and their numerous dogs ſcour all the avenues. Neither tygers nor banditties 2 
dare approach them; ; and a traveller, of whom they have taken Oy is ſafe to all intents and purpoſes. 


Radjas 
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ſented to him that “ as there were no means left to tarry in his camp, 


c and they would put up no more with the eternal taunts of the enemy, 
(c they were reſolved to fall upon them with their Own men, whether they 
& ſhould be ſupported or not, being determined on taking their chance.” 


To this animated remonſtrance the Prince made no other anſwer than 
this, wait a little more. The two brave Gentoos ſhocked at ſuch a recep* 
tion, vented their indignation in expreſſions of reproach, and with one and 
the ſame breath „they ſallied forth, and fell ſword in hand upon the enemy. 
As theſe did not expect ſuch a ſudden attack, they were ſurprized and gave 
way; and the two Princes, after performing wonders, and paſſing through 
the enemy's ranks, penetrated as far as the battery in queſtion, of which 
they took poſſeſſion. This was the time to ſupport thoſe brave men: but ſo 
tar was the Prince from any ſuch exertion, that he ſent his Aid-de-camps 
abroad to reprimand and bring back ſome commanders that had fallied 
fo:th of their own accord. This moment of ſuſ] penſe having been: obſerved by 
the Generaliſſimo and Roſtem-dil-khan, they made a briſk attack upon the 
Gentoo Princes, who received them with great bravery, and a ſharp engage- 
ment took place; but the two Gentoos, overpowered by numbers, having fall- 
en mortally wounded, their men loſt courage, and fled towards Lahor, at the 
very time that a brave Afghan, called Sulciman-khan-peni, was coming to 
their aſſiſtance with a thouſand horſes of his nation. He came juſt time 
enough to loſe his own life by a muſquet ball, and his body was ſent to the ci- 
ty by the victors. | | 

Ox about ſixty or ſeventy thouſand horſes that had been in Azim-uſh-ſhan's 


army, there remained now about his elephant, no more than about ten or twelve 


thouſand; and theſe, as ſoon as the Prince was returned to his quarters in the 


evening, retired to Lahor by ſhoals — ſo thatthe next morning he found him- 
ſelf with no more than two or three thouſand men; and with this handful, he 


wanted 


"= 


| Radjas, they repaired to the Prince at the head of their troops, and repre- 
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wanted to march up to the enemy; but as they had brought him his accuſtom- 


ed elephant, and he was going to mount, the animal refuſed to kneel, what- 
ever his driver could do to oblige him; and the Prince was obliged to ſend for 
another. By. this time, even the few that remained with him had diſappeared, 
and on putting his elephant in motion, he found about his perſon, only Na- 
amet-ollah-khan with ten troopers, Amin-ed-d68la-khan with twenty, andRadja 
Diehi-Gng, with a little more than a thouſand; all his people, of all ſorts, not 


amounting to two thouſand men; Rill he was advancing to the field of battle; 
but hardly was the action commenced, when there aroſe ſuch a violent wind 
as put in motion all the ſands of the Ravi ; and it raiſed ſuch clouds of duſt, 
as left no other party than that of ſhutting one's eyes, and turning the head 


away from the violence of the hurricane; nor was it poſſible to open but to ſee 


the flaſh, or to unſtop an ear, but to hear the report, of the enemy's cannon. 


Some troops of cavalry having come upon their rear at this moment, let fly a 


ſhower of arrows; but as there was no ſec ing Azim-uſh-ſhan's perſon, they puſh- 


ed forwards to plunder his treaſures: A moment after, a cannon ball ſtrikng the 


Micdember, or throne, on which he was ſitting, ſet on fire the pillows, and 
occaſioned much ſmoke. The Prince, to ſave his life, threw all the furniture 
down and Amin-ed-d68la having aſked whether he was not hurt, was an- 
ſwered, « Not at all—go on—go on.” Ar theſe words, the General having 
fetched ſeveral deep ſobs, and dropped ſome tears, was reprimanded. by the 


Prince, who, with a magnanimity remarked by all, reproached him for his 


want of firmneſs. © Firmneſs !” anſwered the General, what purpoſe can it 


« anſwer to us now? The veſſel of our hopes is going to be daſhed againſt; 


rocks; and nothing remains io me but to ſtrike wy head againſt a ſtone, ora 


<< ſtone againſt my head. In vain have all your faithful ſervants been entreating 


you to let them fally forth, and march to a general attack : In vain did they 


«« repeat their inſtances for ſo ſalutary a meaſure: Your anſwer was always 
* theſe words, of bad omen, © Wait a little more;” but after all, how could. 
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ce your Majeſty do otherwiſe, fince it was in the Almighty's decree, that we 
c ſhould be undone? Still dats remains one party; it is yet time to take it; 

c but a moment hence, it will be too late: Leave your elephant, mount a 
«©: horſe, and fly with us towards Bengal: There you have your family, you 
& have friends and ſucourers; and at any rate, Da8d- khan-peni, who com- 
t mands throughout all the Decan, is your ſervant. Let us retire to Bengal, 

0 which is a place of fafety; and there, after having dried your feathers, and 
« trimmed your wings, you may take your party, and come again, and act as 
& occaſion ſhall direct.“ f A that is very fine, replied the Prince; but what has 
« Dora-Shecoh done after his defeat? And did all that avail to Shudjah( 3 5)? 
If I am yet deſtined to reign, the ſcriptual ſentence, Many a time did a ſmall 
c number prevail over a multitude, ſhall be verifyed in my perſon; nor is vic- 
& tory and ſucceſs {6 far diſtant from us yet.” To all this Amin-ed-d68la re- 
Joined, that he had no more than twenty troopers with kit and that every 
one elſe was gone away. © Very well,” faid the Prince coolly, “ let me have 
© one half of theſe twenty, that I may with them ruſh on that Muèz7eddin; and 
e with the other ten, do you ruſh on that wretched of Qhodjiſtah-aqhtar.” (36) 
The general was near loſing his wits on hearing theſe words; and the Piince was 
yet ſpeaking, when Qhoadja-hafſen (ſince Qhandögran) was heard to cry 


from behind: General, I am going to Bengil : Believe me, let us go 


c together. Never,” anſwered the General; © Aud fo ons as there is 
465 breath in Azim-uſh-ſhan, I will not part with him.” He had hardly ſaid 
this, when, a large cannon ball having ſtruck the Elephant full on the root of 
the Proboſcis, made him run mad: The animal turned about and made to 
the water ſide, with the fury of a whirlwind, and the rapidity of lightering: 
His conductor loſt his ſeat, and fell on the ground. n we who 
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(35) Two Brothers of Aorengzib, who could never recover from a pin and periſhed miſerably. 


(36) The words Qhodjiſhtah-aqhtar ſignifies of a lucky deſtiny ; but Azim-uthithan baving propoſed a na os | 


negation to the word Qbodjifuh, made er lignify The very feverie. The tex Has * « and with the other 
den, fall upon that N. Abit ab- 
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fat behind (3), laid hold of the ropes, came to the ground, and fled for his 
life. Several people attempted to intercept the elephant, and Amin-ed-d68- 


la was of the number; but there was no overtaking him. In a moment, he 


ſaw the animal; jump down a cliffy- part of the bank, and plunge into an eddie: 
—he plunged and diſappeared. Coming cloſe, he perceived an extraordina- 


ry motion in the waters, with a great deal of mud flying-up; he heard the gan owaee. 


roaring of the waves, but ſaw no elephant;. and he concluded that both the 
animal and Prince had ſunk, never to come: up again. Immediately he took 


to flight, but was ſoon overtaken and ſeized; and he was ſent cloſe priſoner | 


to the Citadel of Shah-djchan-abad, where he remained untill he was ſet at li- 
berty by an expreſs order which Seroh- -yur, after his victory over Muezzed- 
din, addreſſed to the Governor Var. Khan for that E and in the _ 
he roſe to the higheſt dignities of the ſtate. 

This important victory, which had coſt fo little that it ſcemed a gratuitons 
preſent from heaven, raiſed the ideas of Muezzeddin, a Prince who wanted 
neither courage nor merit; and he conceived now the deſign of ſetting aſide 
the partition treaty, and of afſuming to himſelf the crown of all Hindoftan. 
With thar view, he diſplayed the ſtandard of contention and ſuperiority, and 
in ſuch a manner, that the union of the three brothers, ended in diſunion 
and bloodſhed, It is certain that theſe diſſentions aroſe about the diviſion 
of the J mperial treaſures: This confiſted in eighty cart. loads of the Efhref- 
fries (38), and in a hundred more laden with rupees. Qhodjiſtah-aqhtar want- 
el to divide all this money in three equal parts; but Zolficar-khan made uſe 


of ſo much chicanery, and he brought ſo many pretences forwards, that 


ns fiſchs of 9 ſum became Muézzeddin's ſhare, and the two 
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(79 K He was 1 the e of 18845 which once had held the ſceptre of Hindoſtan ; and in 60. none but 


people of the higheſt rank, can fit in the back part of the hiodah, or throne, placed on an elephant ; and that 


place in a province in particular belongs to the Divan or Civil Governor of it, who holds the Moorchul as a mark 
of his dignity. This Moorchull or fly-driver, is an eleganthe implement made of Feen feathers, beautifully a Aſs 
hanged, and ſtuck into a rich band! e, in general, of agat ſtudded with jewels, 


(38) An Eſhreffy is a piece of gold worth from thirteen to ſixteen rupees, 
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other two fifths only fell to the ſhare of che two other brothers. Such a proceed 
ing could not but exaſ. perate them; and Qhodjiſtah-aqhtar,. reſolved to-af-- 


ſume the crown, and took the title of Djehan-ſhah (39) : ſo that the-two-par- 
ties were ripe for coming to blows. This Prince, having been joined at the 
fame time by ſeveral commanders of great diſtin&tion, . ſuch | as Mahmed- 
khan, and Roſtem-dil-khan, men who breathed: nothing but laughter and 
blood; the two armies looked at each other with a jealous eye; and although 
they did not come to a battle, they paſſed whole days and even whole nights, 


under arms: For as ſoon as the King of Afres had retired behind the weſ- 


tern tracts of the world, the two armies would light an infinity of tapers and 
other fires, and ſeemed to wait but for an opportunity of coming to blows; 
Djehan-ſhah, who had a very coſiderable party, ſoon found himſelf at the 
head of a great army and a numerous artillery; nor was Muëzzeddin behind 
him in thoſe two reſpects; and he now took the title of Djehandar-ſhah, or, 
Poſſeſſor of the Whole, or of the World. The two armies partook of the enmi- 
ty ot the two brothers; and for three days togethet, nothing was thought of but 
ſkirmiſhing by day, and watching under arms by night. On che fourth day the 
fortune of Djehan-ſhah's having declined from it's meridian, he ſaid to his ge- 
nerals that he wanted to examine his encampment from without, and chat 
mean while they ſhould be careful to keep their troops mounted and ready, as 
he intended a review. At the ſame time he recommended to his 0 pies to be 
upon the watch, and to give him immediate notice, the moment they ſhould 
percave that the enemy's cavalry had alighted, and were preparing to dreſs 
grain for their horſes (40). That moment being come, Djehan-ſhah, 


who had his troops mounted and ready, ruſhed towards the enemy's camp, | 


— 
- 
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(39) The word Dj eban- ſhab, ſignifies King of the Wor Id, and alſo, King of the Whole ; and it was to ſhew 
him the difference which he put between himtelt and his rival, that arent took the title of Djehandar- 
Hab, which words ſignify the King Poſſeſſor of the World. 


(40) Horſes in Several part of India are fed vu -a kind of bean, boiled. mae horſes of diſtinction are ſed 
with iheep's heads boiled to rags- | 
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where after a flight combat, the confuſion became general, The ENE= 
my's troops confounded: by ſuch an unexpected attack „made but a faint reſiſ- 
tance, loſt ground, and at laſt diſperſed. The flight and diſmay became at 
once ſo univerſal, that a famous | courtizan, called Lal-coir (41) „ Who was 
the favorite miſtreſs of Djehandar-ſliab-s and followed him every where, 
mounted upon a veiled elephant, was oblized to fly with the croud, and 
that too on foot without à veil : She fell in the hands of Roſtem-dil-khan; and 
that officer was actually buſy in looſening the ſtring of pearl that hung at the 
cordon of her drawers, when ſhe was reſcued: from his hands (42). In a con- 
fuſion ſo ſudden, Djchandar-ſhah himſelf having miſſed his accuſtomed ele- 
phant, got upon the firſt that came to hand and had no canopy, N 
Himſelf up with a large ſheet, and bid the driver carry him accroſs the ene- 
myꝰs troops, and under colour of his carrying a woman (43), to find his way 
to Zolficar-khan. The man did as he was bid; and no oppoſitoin being 
made to a woman's voiture, Djehandar-ſhak got ſafe to his general, juſt as 
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(41) This title of Co alone would prove that ſhe was a dancing - woman or a public dancer, and a courti- 
zan. The ſame profeſſion is deſigned by the words Bai, ri, &c. which thoſe women always add to their 
proper names. There are ſeveral ſorts of thrones or ſedans placed upon an elephant: The moſt ordinary one 
is a hiodah, which is made of boards ſtrengthened with iron, the whole having the appearance of an octagon 
platform, ſurrounded hy boards eighteen inches high, which in war time become, two feet high, and theſe rwo 
covered with iron or braſs plates. Such an hiodah being divided in two unequal parts, the forepart of it, that 
is the three quarters of it, may eaſily contain a man with his pillows and cuſhions, and upon a ſtretch two 
men; the hind part can contain only one man, and him too very narrowly. Such an hiodah covered with 2 
canopy, is called an Amhari, and is not Wee" in the field. Lal-coar was upon ſuch an Amhar veiled, or fur» 
rounded with curtains, . | 


(42) A veiled carriage, that is, a woman's Serta or chair, is ſacred all over India, as well as her apart. 
ment. No conſtable would dare to touch it; and we have ſeen the Engliſh themſelves pay a reipecttul regard 
to that cuſtom. In 1782, Bidjaigur, a ſtrong fortreſs, belonging to a Gentoo Prince, revolted, hiving been be- 
ſicgad by the Engliſh, and the Radja's women having requeited leave to depart the place, the Eugluh com- 
mander received Governor Haſting's conſent thereon, with injunctions, to reſpect the Indian ide..s. So that 
ſeveral ſcores of covered chairs, ladea with women, and to all appearance with gold and jewels aito, palled, 


unviſited, through the whole Engliſh army. 5 
(43) This cordon is: made of net· work like an officer's ſaſn, but ſo very ſine, that the heavieſt of them d es 


not weigh more than one ounce of filk ; a kind of girdle which corpulent women could never wear without 


hurting themſelves, but which the delicate ſhapes of India, wear w ith a deal of eaſe. The fcre part of ths net 
work ends in ſome ornaments of gold and filver thread, and with Ladies of diſtin tion, in {everal itrings of pearls 
emeralds, and ofiener of rubees mixed, the whole elegantly m de. This cordon is fifc feet long, and eight in 


ches in breadth when ſtretched, otherwiſe it is no bigger than à ſmall fingers 
CI1CS: 
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cies of victory were filling the air in the enemy's troops. Zolficar-khan 


amazed to ſce Djehandar-ſhah in ſuch a condition, became anxious about 
che fate of che day: he called aloud to a body of choice muſqueteers attached 
this long while to his perſon and throwing gold by handfuls amongſt them, 
he told them that the day was come to render him an important ſervice; that 


it was the only one he aſked of them; and that one once pertormed they 


would ſee what his gratitude was capable of, and what their good fortune 


had prepared for them. 4 Jou, ice”. added he, that Djehan- hah is now 
ſurrounded by multitudes of officers and ſoldiers, who are preſenting him 


their Nazurs (44) in compliment to his victory: Let ſome hundreds of 


£ you mix with that crowd under che ſame pretence, and then let them 


72 fire at once all altogether upon him: chis is eaſy, and all that I want of you.” 

As ſoon as he had done ſpeaking, three or or four hundreds of them (4 5), 
with their officers at their head, mixed with the crowd; and whilſt Djchan- 
ſhah was talking to the people about bim, and receiving Nazurs, and looking 


— 


(44) The Naur being a cuſtom peculiar to India needs a deſcription here. This word ſignifies bi in 
Arabick, and by implication, offering. In fact it is an offering which a viſitor makes to one very ſuperior, on a 
firſt interview or on ſome holy days or ſolemnities. It is a preſent in money from one to five rupees, or of 
five rapees with mohur, or of one mohur as far as eleven: And theſe are preſented in this manner: The viſi- 
tor advances without ſalute cloſc to the ſaperior and preſents: his Nazur, which he has placed on a ſmall white 
Handkercheif folded quadruple, on the palm of the right hand, actually leanirg on the palm of the left. When 
the Nazur has been taken up or even touched, (and there are many niceties in taking up or in touching it, 
which laſt amounts to an acceptance) then the preſenter retreats two or three paces, makes his bow, and re» 
mains ſtanding or fits down as he is bid or his rank requires. Perſons of nearly equal are admitted to an embrace, 
Tome before, ſome after the Nazur has been preſented. Officers in general, preſent their Nazur upon the ſleeve of 
their malmal coats, which they draw down upon the palm of the hand for that purpoſe. Superior officers preſent 
only their ſabres conched upon both palms; and this 1s touched with the right hand, which is then carried to the 
forehead in token of acceptance. A common trooper meeting by chance a Prince paſſing on his elephant, would 
preſent his ſabre in that manner in token of reſpect. and the Prince, 2 at ſo great a diſtance, would ſub- 
mit to the ceremony of ſeeming to touch it, and carrying his finger b his head in token of acceptance ; for 
in India a trooper is deemed a gentleman, and is received as ſnch in the beſt companies, There are Nazurs of 
eleven, twenty-five, fifty-one, one hundred and one, and a thouſand and one mohurs, but theſe except the two 
firſt, are preſented in a bag, whichthe viſitor places at the foot of the Menſed. there are niceties without number 
in preſenting, receiving, taking up, touching, refuſing, taking, touching with one hand, with two, declining, 
&c. and alſo in advancing to pretent a Nazur. Governor Haſtings in general, never took up a Nazur, but only 
touched it, and he attended to all the niceties in which a long reſidence in the country had initiated him. He 
never took-up Nazurs but from five perſons in Bengal; and in fact from Lucknow to Calcutta there are but 
vight perſons of a rank high enough to embrace a governor-general, and to render an acceptance, wennn 


(45) This manœuvre was the more eaſy as troops wear no uniforms in india, 
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at FO wodpe who pillaged Mu@zzeddeen's camp, they fired altogether 
at him, laid him ſprawling in his blood, and gave an unexpected vic- 
tory to their maſter. This prince ſo unexpectedly victorious, no ſooner ſaw 
the enemy retreat, than he retired with his miſtreſs to his quarters, where 
he ſpent the night in drinking wine (46), and in looking at his dancing wo- 


men, whulſt the troops fatigued by ſuch a journey, were taking ſome repoſe 0 on 


the field of battle, every one where he found himſelf. 
. Tax next morning at day-break the Prince Refi-al-cadr ſent the principal 


eunuch of his ſeraglio to compliment him on his victory: but the victor who 


had paſſed the whole night in drinking delicious liquors, was now faſt aſleep; 
and there was noawakening him; but his eumichs hearing of the meſſage, which 


the Prince's man was bringing, fell a laughing, and told him“ that he was 


” great fool indeed to bring ſuch a meſſage; the more ſo as his maſter hay- 
« ing but juſt ſeen what had been Azim-uſb-ſhan's and Djchan-ſhah's fate.” 


* had no occaſion for any further warning,” This anſwer having convinced 


the meſſenger of his maſter's miſtake, he made haſte to return, and to give 
notice of what had happened. This intelligence afforded at once an im- 
menſe deal of information to Refi-al-cadr ; like a man waking from a dream, 
he ordered the Nagara or great kettle drum to. be beat, and liſtening only to- 
his own deſpair, he mounted and went forward, his troops and friends fol- 


lowing as faſt as they could. Theſe motions having put Zolficar-khan upon 


tis guard, he ranged his army in battle array, and ſent a truſty eunuch with 
| orders to drag Djehandar-ſhah out of the women's appartment, and to get 


him mounted by any means whatever upon an imperial elephant. But 


Djehandar-ſhah was now in the heigth of intoxication, bare headed, with 
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(46) Although grapes are uncommon in India, and in general do not ripen kindly in that climate, The Indians 
_ extract in ſtead of wine ſeveral kinds of intoxicating liquors from the ſ.,gar-cane, the cocoa, and the taal (or 


Tod:'y):tree, and alſo from rice and from mow; a kind of iweet fruit, Theſe are often m and cum | 


pounded. 
hun 
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bis clothes in the utmoſt diſorder (47), and with hardly any knowledge. 
| of what was about him: and it is in that condition he was put upon his 
elephant and brought to the field of battle, where the Generaliſſimo was 
already marching to Refi-al-cadr. This Prince advanced on a full gallop, 
and charged the troops of his rival with an heroital valor that deſerved a 
better fate. He penetrated through the thickeſt of the enemy, and fell covered 
with wounds, after having ſhown throughout this bloody action a great deal of 
preſence of mind: Ehe few troops he had about his perſon being moſtly ſlain, 


* 


or wounded, and himſelf being leſt nearly alone, he took up his ſabre 
and buckler, jumped down from his elephant, and after having performed' 
prodigies of valor, he drank. en the bitter draught en him 
by death. 

Tuis victory having pu b Dichandar-ſhah in an undiſputed poſſeſſion 
of che Empire, he ſent notice of his acceſſion throughout all the provinces, 
Moving at the ſame time from Lahor , he marched to Shah-djehan-abad, 
where he made his entry with all the pomp of an hereditary monarch, and 
all the pride of a victor. It was on a Monday, the fourteenth of the firſt 
Djemady, of the year 1 124, about three hours before ſun:ſet. On his 
paſſage through Badely, he was received by Mahmed-yar-khan, Governor 


of the province, who went ſo far on purpoſe to pay his homage to the Em- 
peror, as he was paſſing on his elephant. Four days after, at about nocn- 
day, the ſun being then in the meridian, the Fmperor made his entry in 


the citadel, and took poſſeſſion of the imperial palace (48). 
(47 Bare headed, that token of European reſpect, would be deemed an atrocious indecence in India, amongſt 
the better ſort, where none appear bare-headed, but B:rkruyts, and they fit then before a Lamp burning 
in broad day light. However Peaſants, t in Bengal, go bercheaded ; and ſome rigid Brahmans make it a 


rule to go only ſo. 


_ 


(48) This Citadel which has more than four miles in circuit, and contains the Imperial Palace, is built of an 
excellent ſtone, of a pale pink colour, and preſents an acmirable aſpect. All the buildings,) and theſe 
_— not in the Grecian architecture, exhibit a noble ax pearance, (are built of red ſtone or of marble. All 

is of ſtone there, as well as throughout the city, tothe very roofs, which are made of beams, joiſters, and boards, 
Aa of * and terraſſed in tone, 


Arp. 


* 
2 6 
en ou . 8 
= 


. 


Asp now "TY riew eee being ſeated on his throne, confirmed 


Aﬀed-khan in the high dignity of Vekil-mootlac, or his Lieutenant General 
all over the Empire, and Zolficar-khan, his ſon, in that of Vezir. But 


| here he commenced embruing his hands in blood. Soltan-Kerimeddin, 


eldeſt ſon of Azim-uſh-ſhan, was ſeized at Lahor through the management of 


Hedaiet-keſh-khan, and brought to the Emperor's preſence, where he was” 
inſtantly put to death. Nor were the other princes, of the blood, all 
ſons of Azem-ſhah or of prince C ambuqhſh, treated much more favorably. 
Thoſe unfortunate youths, who lived quietly, without ſuſpecting any thing 
of their impending fate, were all ſeized at once and rigorouſly confined: 
Hiftory melted by the misfortunes of ſo much innocence, has conſerved 
their names: It was Aly-tebar, ſon to Aazem-ſhah, and Muhi-et-tefla, 
and Firozmend, the two ſons of e There was a third. ſon, 
whoſe name is not certainly knonn. 

ALL theſe precautions being over, the Emperor thought only of ailing 
his relations to dignities and honors, and of rewarding his friends to the utmoſt 
of his power. His milk - brother Cocal-raſh-kkan' was promoted to che higheſt 
offices, and his name was changed into that of Qhan-djehan-bahadyr (46). 
His beloved miſtrefs Lal-coär, was decorated with the title of Im- 
tiazmaha]-begum , or the Exalted Princeſs of the Sanctuary or Sera 
glio, and diſtinguiſhed with the privilege of riding cloſe to her maſ- 
ſters on an elephant covered hy am umbrella: an honor affected to the 
Imperial Perſon only. He was equally laviſh to his milk- brother, whom 
be raiſed to tlie office of Einir-ul-omrah, or Prince of Princes, which 
was now the third dignity in the Empire: He even became fo very fond of 
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(46) It has been obſerved that the rich French Banker of᷑ the laſt century,” Sambel Bernard, who poſſeſſed 
money enough to buy five hundred Counties, never aſſumed the title of a county which Louis the fourteenth | 
gave him, being ſenſible that no man would call him by that title. But in India as well as in England, a title be- 
comes a rule for all the world; and a man would become ridiculous by deviating Tom it. The words Abou 
a might be tranſlated by theſe of Valiant Lord of all the World, 
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him; dlint he would add every day ſomething, to his in uence and emeluments: 
| but his partiality for Lal-coir became now boundleſs: He ſeemed ſolely in- 

a tent on pleaſing her. Her brother, Qhboſhall-qhan, was made a Hefi-hezary, 
or a Commander. of Seven, Thouſand Horles ;, and! her uncle Naamet-Khan, 
reccived the command, of five thouſand. Not content with that, be intend- 
ed to dif poſſeſs an- Aluſtrous Nobleman of the, Viceroyalty of. Ecber-abad, in 
order to beſtow, it on. Qboſhall- Khan; but here that man's ſudden riſe, as 
well as the Emperor's partialicy, met with an unexpected check: The Vezir 
on caſting his eyes on the patent he produced, refuſed. to paſs it the ſeals, un- 
leſs he alſo brought the fees of office, which, in deriſion of the new Governor's. 
former calling, he faxed. at five thouſand guitarres, and. ſeven thouſand tim 
brels. Qhoſhall-khan, ſtung, to the, quick by ſuch. a mercileſs farcaſm, im- 
parted his reſentment to his fiſtes,, who had a thorough command over the Em- 
peror's mind. The Emperor, who owed the higheſt obligations to the Gene- 
raliſſimo, now his Vezir, commanded his attendance, and in a mild tone of 
voice, recommended Qhoſhall-Khan's affair to him, adding, chat che ſtrange 
kind of fees he had aſked, was doubtleſs by way of joking. No joke at all, 
anſwered the Miniſter, in a feriqus tone, « No pleaſantry in the matter — 
60 Pleaſe your Majeſty, I was in earneſt: For, as the nobility, your ſervants, 
85 are, from father to ſon, in poſſeſſion of ſerving the crown in Viceroyalties, 
. Governments, and ſuch other employments; and the cuſtom of your Im- 


Vizir to the 
ce perial anceſtors has been only to amuſe themſelves with. dancers and ſin- 
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gers, whoſe merits it was cuſtomary to reward only by penſions and boun- 
« ties; ſo ſoon as theſe laſt ſhall aſpire to dignities and Governments; and 
cc ' ſhall contrive to take poſſeſſion of them, there ſhall remain then no othes 
„ party for your nobility but that of betaking themſelves to the profeſſion juſt 
« forſaken by the dancers and fingers:. For, after all, they muſt have, as 
well as theſe, ſome calling, by which they may ſupport life. When, there- 
tore, I have aſked from this gentleman ſo many thouſand guittares, with as 


% many 
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many timbrels, it was with a veiw to diſtribute them to your tliſpoſſeſſed G. 
_ © vernors and Generals, who certainly have a right to earn their bread as well 
« as any others.” This anſwer truck the Emperor dumb: ae 
head; bur ſaid not a word: The new Viceroy loft his promotion. | 
NzvERTHELESS matters were going on much in the ſame manner, andl, 
perhaps, would have been much farther, had not an accident affen, 
which gave the Emperor ſome inſight into the general diſcontent. | 
LAL-CoAR, when yet a common dancer, had been ſo intimately conneted 
with Zohra, a woman who ſold greens/about the ſtreets, that ſhe ha adeher, 
her Dogana (47), as is the Indian word, that is, her ſworn · ſiſter. This wo- 
man could not fail of partak ing of her friend's elevation ſo near the throne; and 
ſhe had become the channel of favours and graces, an office by which ſhe was 
able to appear in cheſtreets with a retinue equal tothat of the greateſt Lord: (48). 
She rode upon a female elephant (49), magnificently capariſoned; and when- 
ever ſhe went to ſee her oldfrzend, Lal-coar, ſhe rode throughout the citidel, 
quite up to the appartment of che Ladies: a privilege enjoyed only by Princeſſes 
Conſorts, or Princeſſes of the blood. Her people, in imitation of their Miſtueſs, 
were become exceedingly inſolent and overbearing, ſo that whenever ſhe went 
to the palace, they uſed to commit inſolences upon old women, and ſuch other 
inoffenſive people, as they met in the ſtreets: a conduct that could not but 
give general gffence, and excite in particular the indignation of the nobility, 
| and of the grandees of che ſtate. There was then in the capital, a lord of 
| 8 an ancient general, ſon to a great nobleman known in the 
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() When two men . to become ſworn- brothers to each other, they give an entertainment, at tho 
«nd of which, they exchange turbants. Women give alſo an entertainment; but they always bring a plateful of 


almonds, or piſtachios, which they break and cat in common; and when one of them has met with a ſhell that 
contains a double fruit, which i in that caſe is called Dogana, (from do, two) ſhe gives one to her friend, and eats 


herſelf the other, with certain ceromonies;* and from that moment, theſe two women call each other Dogana, 
and become ſworn-fiſters. n Pg ; 


(48) Retinues of ſeveral, hundreds . men ae or on horſeback are very common in India; and of fer. 
ral thouſands in Dchl. 8 Nn 1 Su N 


£49) Ladies never ride * male elephant It would be deemed an eaormous indecency. 
| L 2 World 
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world; under the titles of Ghazi-eddin-khan-firoz-djung-tevary : his name 
Was Chin-kylydj-khan (50); and as he had been generaliſimo under 
Aorengzib, had promoted an infinity of officers, and had enjoyed the high- 


"= confidence of that diſcerni ng monarch, he made hardly any account of | 


Zolficar-khan himſelf, whom he had never viſited. * This general after his 
maſter's deceaſe, had abſtained from coming to court, finding that the times 
did not agree with him; he lived retired, was ſeldom ſeen abroad, and then 
it was to pay a viſit to ſome man renowned for his piety or his learning. 
Unluckily one day as he was paſſing-by, his very numerous retinue was met 
by that woman's cortege, which was full as numerous, but much more over- 
bearing; the general out of regard to the complexion of the times, made a 
fin to his people to ſtep aſide, and leave the ſtreet free, ſo that ſhe might 
not be ſtopped. But her people fluſhed with having got the upper hand, let 
fly a number of ſarcaſms at the general's people, whom their maſter was 
at the pains of keeping under controul: and all ſeemed to g8⁰ well, when Zohra 
coming- up wich her elephant, aſked whoſe retinue it was, and what was their 
maſter's name? and being anſwered, ſhe put her head out of the curtain, 
and called out: Thou Chin-kylydj-khan, ſurely thou m be the fon of 
& ſome blind father.” Theſe words unhinged the general's temper :. ſhocked 
at the deliberateneſs of her delivery, as well as the indignity of her expreſ- 
fion, he made a fign to his people, which they interpreted in an order to 
chaſtiſe that immodeſt woman's people. Hardly was the ſign made, when 
thoſe old ſoldiers fell upon her people, and after having handled them ſevere- 
ly, they fell upon Zohra herſelf, pulled her from her elephant, dragged her 
on the ground, and gave her a full meaſure of cuffs, ſlaps, and kicks: This 
beating was over in an inſtant : But this inſtant was enough tomake the ge- 
neral N in how much danger he had involved . and how critical 
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* (50) Theſe words, which are Tartar or Turkiſh, ſignify the Sabre-drawing-lord. It is the ſame man who 


„EFF forward under the name . 
tie daf Mu- ak. 
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vere che iimes in which he lived: Struck with this thought, he turned to the right, 
and for the firſt time went to pay a viſit to Zolficar-khan. The Vezir ex preſſed 
his ſurpriſe, and wiſhed to know what were his commands, and to what he owed 
the honor of ſo unexpected a viſit: the general made him a faithful narrative 
of what had happened: the Vezir not only condoled with him on ſuch an 
accident, but applauded his behaviour, and diſnuſſed him ſatisfied. As 
ſoon he was gone, the miniſter took pen, and wrote this ſhort note to the 
Emperor: 7 he honor of any one of the nobility, your faithful ſervants, belongs 
« to them al, and your devoted ſlave joins iſſue with Chin-kylydj-khan.” It was 
high time that ſuch a note ſhould arrive: for by this time Zohra was got 
within the precincts of the ſanctuary, but without advancing farther than the 
gate, where ſhe was laying aſhes upon her head, and rolling herſelf in the 
; duſt; and Lal-coar, who thought herſelf involved in this affair, was 
DS the Emperor's mind towards ſome act of ſeverity ; and God knows 
what was going to come out of his mouth, when the note was put in his hand, 
and to all appearance intercepted ſome flagitious order. 

This affair happened at the very time when Lal-coir 's N brother, 
unable to contain himſelf in bis ſudden elevation, was boiling-over, and 
committing exceſſes of all ſorts. This upſtart having chanced to get a peep 
at a beautiful woman, married to a gentleman, who lived in the Vezir's 
neighbourhood, fell deſperately in love with the charms he had ſeen; and as 
intreaties and preſents proved of no avail, he attempted to ſatisfy himſelf by 
main force. The huſband ſcreamed, and ran to Zolficar-khan's : This 
miniſter, who was naturally a great lover of juſlice and a man of vigor, 
was ſhocked at ſo atrocious an action: In the agitation of mind in which 


ſuch a recital threw him, he was ſeen to move from his ſeat, and he imme- 


diately ſent people with orders to bring the guilty Qhoſhal-Khan, dead or alive: 


the order being executed with as much ſeverity as it had been given, the man 
was dragged to the Vezir's apartment, who ſo ſoon as he ſaw him, ordered him 
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to be put to the cudgel; and this was done with ſo much vigor, chat che man 
was left for dead; and as he heard at the ſame time that every one complain- 
ed of that upſtart's violences, he ſent him priſoner to the caſtle of Selimgur Z | 
(510, and ordered his whole property to be confiſcated to the profit of the 
Exchequer. 2 | 

'Tatrs firmneſs of the Vezir s, and the exertions it produced now and then, 
could not fail to diſpleaſe the Emperor, in ſo much that the union and cor» 
diality between him and his miniſter, had already been endangered more 
than once: but as he remembered that he owed his very life and crown to 
that miniſter's abilities; and he was over-awed by his undaunted firmneſs, 
he thought it expedient to bear with him; the more ſo as the Eaſtern Provinces 
of the Empire were no engrofling his attention. 

BENGAL, the moſt Eaſtern province of the Empire, and the only one 


which is entirely under the management of the Qhalifſah or Exchequer-of- 


ice, produces the greateſt revenue to the Emperor; and on that account, 


the Divanſhip or Superintendence of the Revenue of that province, is repu · 


ted the moſt important of the Empire. This offce was actually enjoyed by 
Djaafer-khan, who had been appointed in the reign of Aorengzib : But it 


was under the admiuiſtration of che elder Prince of the blood called Azimuſh- 
ſhan, who was Governor of the province, commander in chief of the forces, and 
fully inveſted with the power of making war or peace with any refractory 
Prince of thoſe Eaſtern extremities of the Empire. The Prince enjoyed be- 
ſides, an abſolute command over the limitrophe or neighbouring provinces of 
Oreſſa, Bahar and Ilah-abad, as we have already ſaid. To lighten the burthen 
of ſo cumberſom an adminiſtration, and alſo to reward two nobleman-brothers 
that had rendered him ſervices of importance, he beſtowed the government 


of Bahar or Azimabad on Hofſcin-ali-khan, and that of Ilan abad on his 
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(51) Selimgar may be reputed the 1 of the Citadel of Dehliz or if wetake this Citadel, to he as it TY 
Iy is, a large populous city, Selimgar is it's caſtle or citadel. This caſtle is fortified with towers, and contains | 
apartments for Princes of the blood, priſoners. The commandant is independent of the Govei nox of the Cita» 


del, as is this laſt from that of the 2 and province. 


a | elder 


zi 


elder, ' Abdollah-Khan: at the ſame time he entruſted. Djaafer-khan with the 
military government of Bengal and Oreſſa, where he was already Divan or y 
ſuperintendent of the finances: Now it muſt be obſerved that on the demiſe 
of Aorengzib, the Prince was obtiged to march to the aſſiſtance of his father 
Bahadyr-ſhah, and had left his ſon Feroh-ſyur with ſome of the ladies of 
his ſeraglio at Acber-nagar, vulgarly called Radhmahal, a place of note upon 
che Ganga, where Sokan-Shudjah, brother to Aorengzib had built a noble 
palace. He left likewiſe under the care of ſome perſons of diſtinction perſon- 
_ nally attached to him, his treaſures and ſome of his effects, which he did not 


. - think proper to fend for, no more than the young Prince his ſon, even du- 


ring the whole reign of his father Bahadyr-ſhah, under which he bore ſo 
great a ſway. Matters remained in that ſtate, until fortune having put an 
end to Azim-uſh-ſhan's influence and life in the manner we have mentioned; 
and that ill-fated prince having by ſo ſtrange an accident haſtened into eter= 
nity, Muszzeddin, NOW Djehandar-ſhah, aſcended the throne; and one of 
his firft cares was to diſpatch an order to Djaafer-khan, Viceroy of Bengal, 
for ſending the prince Feroh ſyur, priſoner to court: This order embarraſſed 
the Khan, who thought himſelf under very great obligations to the Prince's 
father; and he ſent him a truſty perſon, who adviſed him to provide for 
his ſafety by flying the country in time: or perhaps the Prince himſelf hav- 
ing got ſome advice of the orders received by the Khan, thought it unſafe 
for him to remain longer in the country. Be it as it may; this much i is Cer» 
tain, that the prince, who reckoned on the gratitude of Huſfein- aaly- khan; S 
nobleman of illuſtrious race, who Joined to much military merit a character 
renowned for goodnefs of heart and munificence, ſet out of Radjemahal with 
his family, ſeraglio, and effects and arrived at Auimabad, in great dejection 

of mind; and very uncertain of his fate. Inſtead of entering the city, he 
dock up his abode in a Caravan-ſera, near a ſpot cloſe to the water fide, 
called Djaafer-khan's garden , and which touches the caſtern extremities of 
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A Competitor 
to the throne, 
ariſes in Bengal, 
it was Prince 
Feroh-1yur. 
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the walls: from thence he ſent an humble meſſage to Hoffein-aaly- Khanz, 
the Governor, in which he expreſſed himſelf like a man in the utmoſt dif- 


treſs, friendleſs and hopeleſs. The Governor, who did not think himſeif ſtrong FP 


enough to eſpouſe F eroh-ſyur's cauſe, in oppoſition to the whole empire, 
which, as well as Zolficar-khan, theVezir, had ſubmitted to Djehander-ſhah, 
& declined, at the very firſt, to have any concern with him: He even anfwered, . 
© that the orders he had received from Court, enjoined him a very different con-- 
te duct: That out of reſpect for the memory of the Prince's father, he could not. 
ce bear the thought of ſeizing his perſon, as he was commanded to do; but that 
ce by all. means, it was adviſeable for him to retire out of the province, chat his 6 
« flight ſhould afford him (the Governor) ſome excuſe with which he might 
ce cover himfelf againſt the 1 injures of a jealous Court, and the W of: 
an Emperor little accuſtomed to ſcrulpes | 


ALL this is related in a different manner in a memoir that appeared after 
Ferch · ſyur had mounted the throne, and of which we ſhall make uſe in the ſe· 


quel. According chen to chis author, Ahmec - beg, alias Ghazi-eddin-khan- 
the Coſſa, or Goat's Beard, a man who cut a great figure in that province, 


having taken a great part in this whole affair, had prevailed upon the Gover-- 


nor, to pay, at leaſt, one viſit to che fugitive Prince. The Prince received 
him in ſo ſingular a manner, as had never been practiſed by any Prince to a: 
ſubject, or by any Lord to a ſervant: He was all humility and ſubmiſſion; 

he ſtood up for him, and made him fit in his preſence. Aﬀter ſuch a pream- 
ble, he repreſented how friendleſs, hopeleſs, and diſtreſſed, was bis condition 7 
and how fearful he was leſt he ſhould meet at Court with .a fate ſimilar to that of 
his brother, Sultan Kerimm-ed- din: He added, that unleſs he found ſome. 
protection and aſſiſtance, he had nothing to hope for his fafety, or for his | 


life. He had hardly done ſpeaking, when the Ladies of his family, whom 


he had ſtationed on purpoſe behind a veil or curtain, fell a weeping, and ſob-- 


ing; and the Prince's youngeſt daughter, Maleka- z emani (52), came out of che. 


(52) Theſe words fignifie, the Veen ot th: Times, or the Reigning Queen; and wes is ſingular, the de 
6 ſequel, when ſhe e 1 4 


. 


MUTAQHERIN. 


x 18 


3 e herſelf on the Govetnor's lap, ſhe- repeated to admĩ · 


ing caſt of features, ſhe entreated him to talte pity on a foflorm family, and 
to grant his aſſiſtance and ſafeguard'to her father. At tlie ſame time ſhe pay- 
ed him ſome compliments, and added theſe very words, that have been con- 
ſerved by che author of the memoir: It is true you are of the race of God's 
<< Meſſenger (53); and you deſcend in adirect line from his Saint: Moreover, 
% you enjoy all the advantages which power and a high character can confers 
<* but yet it cannot be denied, that it is to Azim-uſh-ſhan's favour and coun- 
“ tenance that you ſtand indebted for your preſent well-being. If, then, you 
* make ule of all theſe powers to comets my father's aſhſtance, and'to render 
* him all thoſe ſervices which may be ex pected from your illuſtrious birth, 
« and your high character for valour and proweſs, you ſhall have deſerved all 
a: that my grandfather has done for you; elſe, if you chuſe to act otherwiſe, 
« chen, whatever is to be our deſtiny ſhall certainly cometo paſs; but do you 
© take care of what the world ſhall ſay of you.” The Princeſs had hardly done 
ſpeaking, when both the women that had come out, and thoſe that had ſtill 
remained behind the curtain, joined their entreaties to her's; and from ſobs : 
and tears, they proceeded. to ſcreams and lamentations: At this very moment, | 
Fe crock ſyur, who, on the Governor 8 making his bow, had got him dreſſ- 
ed in one of his own ſuits of cloaths (54), and had made him ſit down, now 
role from his ſeat, and advanced to faſten his own ſabre on the Governor 5 
ſide. The latter overcome by ſuch an unexpected ſcene, forgot his former 


8 85 and . deſcending now to the humble tone of a 


—_— 


- 


(536 Mahomet, ARS” to all Muſſulmen, amen and Aaly, according to the Sijahs, is Gods's | 
Saint. 


— 


(5 The Cuſtom is, that the Man deſigned for that honor paſſes into a neighbouring cloſet, where a voltith * 


prepared for that Office, rolls over the Man's Turban that which is to be beſtowed upon him: He alſo aſſiſts in 
his putting on the new cloaths, that is, the gown and ſaſh, over his own gown; and, in that condition, he proceeds: 


© fothepreſence, preceded. by a principal mace-bearer, or chopdar, who proclaims his name and titles aloud, with, 


the reaſon of his receiving that honor- This ceremony dver, the Man goes home, where he gets new cloaths fitted 


to his body; 298 he en for ane un: ar, a lad. ho wears the arb. and the piece of 1 | 


» 


given along with it. 


M PERCY: « done 


ration the part ſhe had been taught. In a ſoothing tone of voice, and a mov- 
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« about him himſelf, let us follow as deſtiny ſhall lead: 


have done, as ſoon as Ferock- ſyur had aſcended the throne, and had! it 
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« ſubject,” he ſaid, that * What his humble ſervant. had done hitherto, was 
© nothing more than what became him as a ſervant, however unworthy it 
ce might prove of his Maſter and Lord's acceptance. FT have nothing but my | 
„ head,” added he, * and this I dedicate to: your ſervice: And now 
&« that I have put on this ſabre, I have ſaid farewel to my head and life, 
5 having devoted the one and the other, as well* as my fortune, to your 
« ſervice. Command me then, that I may do as I any bid. Now is the 
ce time to raiſe troops, and to prepare every thing for puſhing on the war: 
« Aſcend the throne at once; and, without allowing the enemy time to look. 


« Let us ſee what the mover of the events 70 this world, 
« Shall have intended to bring forth for us. 


Frrock-S1uR's concerted management having had a full effect, Hof: 
ſcin-ali-khan publiſhed, that every one ſhould pay his homage to the Prince, 
and make a tender of his perſon and fortune. Such a proclamation having 
produced a great concourſe of people of all ſorts, affordel to aſtrologers, for- 
tune-tellers, and to men of learning, a full opportunity to approach the Prince ;. 
and as the latter, exceedingly credulous and ignorant himſelf, was perpetually - 
conſulting their ſcience about what might be the fate of his expedition, he put 
it in their power to feed him wich favorable predictions, and with hopes 
ſuitable to che occaſion ; in which ſome were in earneſt, and ſome meant no 


more than to provide for themſelves, as in fact ſeveral of them proved to 


in his power to beſtow penſions and emoluments upon them. 
Wirst the Prince was liſtening to predictions, Hoſfein-aaly-khan 
was taking every meaſure that could promote his undertaking ; and with that 
view he wrote to Abdollah-Khan his Elder Brother, viceroy of Iahabad, 
both to give him notice of what had happened, and to intreat his concurrence. 
Abdollah-khan amazed at the intelligence, anſwered his brother in a ſtrain 
that reficQted ſeverely on the precipitancy of his conduct, © as well as on ; 
 « the 


— 
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e the extreme danger it was pregnant-with. He adverted at the ſame time 
e to the impropriety of a ſtep, which beſides all the perils of its high nature, 
« i6valved in its conſequences their oonſorts, children, families and ſera- 
e glioes, which being actually at Shah-djehan-abad, could not fail to ex- 


« perience all the reſentment of a Prince, little ſuſceptible of ſcruple, and 


«© who ſaw his throne attempted.” To this reprimand, Hoſſein-aaly-khan 
anſwered, that for his own part, he had taken his party, happen what it 
« would, and could not retrograde; that he would never form any ob- 


ce jections to his remaining, as his elder brother, with the elder party, that 
« js, that of Muezzedin.” In the ſequel Abdollah-khan himfelf carried 
away by his brother's intreaties and examples, altered his reſolution, and 
verote to his younger brother, “chat ſince what had happened could not be 
E recalled, it became them both to make the beſt of it. Now that you are 
« embarked in the undertaking, added he, make haſte to join me, as my 


a7 


Feroh-ſyur's 


panty is eſpouſ- 
ed by two pows 


proximity to the capital, renders me the more liable to become an object of 


« reſentment to the Imperial army: Let us then join together, and have but 


| Cc one cauſe.” 


Tuts is what I find in the memoir in queſtion : But there is another : | 


account, and this is as follows : - | | | 
(55) Tas Emperor Bahadyrſhak having appointed YzeddoSlah, a 


nobleman of high rank to the Government of Bengal, commanded Feroh- 


ſyur's attendance at court, who being apprehenſive of a fate ſimilar to that 


' which, his two brothers Soltan-kerim-eddin and Prince Homai8n, had 


expecienced, did not chuſe to truſt himſelf near the Emperor, and had protracted | 
the time by contriving a variety of delays, being arrived at Azimabad, and 
unwillin g to proceed farther, he under pretence of his conſort's being near her 
time, found means to prolong his ſtay; and he wrote to Court accordingly. 


During his ſojourn there, ſome aſtrologers, po en and other ſhrewd men, 


im 


— 
* 


(55) This account is very conſuſed and inaccurate, and there are two groſs S in it: which the 
Eanllator has been obliged to admit of courſe, although not without ſome light emendations, 
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who wanted only to provide for themſelves, prevalled on Hekim- refyh, = 
Phyſician, to inſtill in his mind notions of aſcending the throne, and thereby: ; 
providing for his own. ſafety. Whilſt theſe people were working on that: 
weak mind, there appeared at once at AZ itnabld; , an offer called Mahmed- 
reza, but better known under the name of Kaict-kl-ar, who beirg one of 
thoſe that had fled from Bahadyr-ſhah's reſentment, was contriving to re- 
pair his loſt fortune, y producing a forged order for his taking poſſeſfon 
of Rhotas, a ſtrong fortreſs, ſouth of Azimabad :. and really he fornd means- 
to effect his purpaſe, ſo that he was actually buſy in laying in a flock of pro- 
viſions and neceſſaries, having made his account with keeping poſſeſſion. 
He had even the audacity to write to the Emperor, and to give him advice that 
his Soldier had through the floth and incapacity of the Governor found 
means to get ſuch a good poſt : and this intelligence was likewtfe confirmed 
by che gazetteers of thole parts and by. the Crown-intelligencers. On this 
piece of advice, there came an order from che Empero:, ard it was backed 
by a particular letter of Azim-uſh-ſhan, enjoining Princz Feroh- iy ur to chaſ- 


tiſe the impoſtor. But as it was not an eaſy matter to get admittanee in che 


fortreſs, and the Prince was mentioning it to his friends, one of chem, 


called Dilachin- beg, a Calmue by nation, and a ſtout man of reſolute de- 
termined temper, but who had fo far diſpleaſed che Prince as to be forbidden 
the Court, found means to ſend him a ſecret meſſage by one of the prineipal 


Courtiers, I propoſe ſaid he, that the Prince ſhall publifh' that he 145 


received orders to confirm. the impoſtor in his poſt, and that I ſhall be 
*© the perſon who is to carry to him the robe of inveſtiture. Let che Prince 
* therefore reinſtate me in his Princely favour, and let him try my abilities 
& and his own deſtiny in this undertaking which 1 hope ſhall recommend 
% me to the Imperial Notice: Eut 1 may periſh in the attempt; and then, 
e if it be after having performed the ſervice expected from me, I hope it 
* willentile my family and children to a ſubliſlence for their lires. - 
| Taxis 


* rA QA A ty. 


Turs ſcheme of his having been approved, the officers of Government 
publiſhed a falſe account of the I mperial order they had received; and the 
Prinee' having ſent for the Calmuc put in his hand the Qhylaat, ſtandard, and 
patent of inveſtiture, and diſmiſſed him with honor and diſtinction. The 

man thus provided, put himſelf at the head of a numerous retinue, with 
which cortege he arrived at the foot of the mountain, on which Rhotas is : 
ſeated : and from thence he ſent the impoſtor notice of his errand. Put the 
latter who was conſtantly upon his guard, and extremely ſuſ picious, . would 
not admit all that cortege, and ſent only a permit for the Envoyè and two 

more perſons: the Calmuc went up with only one; and whilſt the Governor, ir to 
whoſe hands the ſtandard*had been delivered „was intent on reading the g 
patent, he gave him a ſtab with his poniard, and repeated the ſtrokes until 
the Governor fell down dead, the Calmuc himſelf with his companion, having 
been wounded in the ſcuffle. On ſight of this, the officers of the garriſon 
fell upon the impoſtor's followers, killed ſome, wounded others, confined 
the reſt; and putting the dead man's head into the Calmuc's hands, they 
ſent him back to Feroh-{yur, who loaded him with favors. This happened 4 
juſt at che time when intelligence had come of Bahadyvr-ſhah's demiſe, and 
when Hoſſcin- aaly-Khan was gone on an expedition where he intended to bring 
to order and to quiet ſome diſtant parts of his government. 

Tus time of ſuſpence was ſeized by Feroh- Hur; and before any intel. 
ligence might arrive of any of the deceaſed Emperor” s children having aſcen- 
ded the throne, he ordered the public prayers at the moſques to be read in 
Azim-uſh- ſhan, his father's name, publiſhed that he had aſcended the thione | 


and taken poſſeſſion, and he wiſhed him a proſperous reizn.. Having reflec- 
| ted in the ſequel on the high nature of his proceeding, and dreading the conſe- 


quences: of his haſtineſs, he ſent a ſub:niſive meſſage to Hoſlcia-aly-khan 


the Governor of the Province, by which he excuſed what had paſſed, and at : 


the ſame time defired his attendance, as he had ſentiments of ihe higheſt 


* 


* 


50 . T H EB STR 4 | TS 15 


eſteem for his perſon. Some days after the Governor returned to Az mabad; 
But as he did not ſeem inclined to enter into any connections with Feroh- ſyur, 
he was viſited by the Prince's mother, who ſoothed his mind, promiſed 
him the diſpoſal of all the affairs of the Empire; and taking to witneſs her 
own Coran which ſhe had brought for the purpoſe, ſhe proteſted by God 
Almighty's meſſenger, that he would never repent of ſuch an union of con- 
cerns. This interview had calined the Governor's apprehenſions, and intirely . 
gained his heart. when news came of Azim-uſh ſbhan's death, and of 
Djchandar-ſhah's aſcenſion to the throne. But by this time che Governor 
had advanced himſelf fo far with Feroh-ſyur, that there was no receding 
with any ſafety ; and he thought it better boldly to puſh-on : He therefore 
ordered public Prayers to be ſaid in the moſques for Feroh-ſy yur, coired 
money in his name, and diſplayed to the full the ſtandard of contention and 
open war with Djchandar ſhah : Feroh- {yur | in return, made it a point to 
cement daily his union wich him, and to add every day to bis influence 
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and authority, 
Tur Governor being now in earneſt, aſſembled the bankers and principal ; 
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men of the city; and hav ng borrowed from them large ſums of money, pro- 
portionable to their circumſtances, for which he gave bonds figned by the 
Prince, and payable on his having fubdued his enemies, he ſoon aſſembled 
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a good army, and on an auſpicious day, he ſet out on his expedition, carry- 
ing the Prince at the head of his troops. At che ſame time he appointed Seyd- 
ghäiret- khan, his ſiſter's ſon, for his Lieutenant General in. the Province; 


4 
N 


and knowing that a convoy carrying che tribute of Bengal was on its way to 
Ilahabad, he wrote to Abdollah- khan, his brother, to jntreat his ſeizing 


ſo fair a prize, which, however, he was to reſerve intirely for the Prince's uſe, 
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unleſs he might want ſome ſmall part of it for his own neceſſities. This con- 
voy was under the charge of Shudjah-khan, ſon in law to Draa k Vi- 
ceroy of Bengal. Abdollah-Khan no ſooner received the Prince's order 


n KMOTAQHERIN 


a; than he ſtopped it, converted nt of it to the uſe of bis troops, 


but kept the remainder for his brother's occaſions. He alſo reviewed the 


artillery of the citadel and province, and pitched upon a number of pieces 


that were to compoſe his train. Whilſt he was puſh. ng his preparatives with 


vigor, Dijchandar-ſhah chal of his rebellion, had given his government 


| to Radji-mahmed-khan, whoſe lieutenant, Seyd-abdol-ghaffar-khan, a man 
of character, had orders to expell Abdollah-khan; and he had been furniſh- 
ed for that purpoſe with twelve thouſand horſes, and a quantity cf artillery. 
Abdollah- khan, who had been all this while expecting his brother with the 


Prince, confounded at their non · appearance, and not thinking his ſinall 
force a match for the Imperial troops, had ſhut himſelf-· up within his citadel, 
after having ſent one half of his people to harraſs the Imperialiſts. Theſe 


troops of his which hardly amounted to ſeven thouſind men, cavalry and in- a 


fantry, were commanded by his three younger brochers, Noor-eddin-aaly-khan, 


Nedjm-cddin-aaly-khan, and Seifeddin- aally- Khan, to whom he added his 
own Major. general and Paymaſter, the Baqhſhy Abdobmohſen-Klian, a man 


of reſolution, born at Pichapoor in Decan, but originnaly of Nedjef-cſh- 


reff (56)... Seyd-abdol-ghaffar, who Had as good an opinion of himſelf as 


he had a ſmall one of tho'e tliree younz men, turned their rear, and puſh- 


ing to the Citadel, he beſieged it in form, after having ſent. word to the 


Governor, that he had left his nephews behind, becaufe he had na inclination. 


to play with children: this ſarcaſm which was faithfully reported to thoſe young 


men, put them upon recommending themſelves to that General's good opi- 
nion: With this view, tliey fell upon his rear, as he was on full march: but 


their troops, which beſides being all new levies, were greatly inferior in num- 


- = 
— no 


I 


(e) Nedjef ſignifies in Arabic, a ſpot high enough to be above the innrndation, and ſo is that in hi h 
Aalv, Cofin and ſon- in-Law to Mahmet, is burried near C8fah, a run ous tewn near a lake in the territory 


of Boſrah, but which has been once the capital of the Arabian Empire, and the place where Aaly was killed, 


Eſoreff fignifies the ennobledy the boly. 


ber, fell into-confuſion on-the firſt on a ſer, and were loſing ground every mo- 


. mement. 


fl 


49% dy 


„ | ment. This was no ſooner — by the three young men, thanthey relol- 
| 


3 ved not to ſurvive a defeat, they joined ſome of thoſe hat yet ſtood their ground 
to a body of Seids of Bar, perſonally attached to them; and ſtretching the | 
feet of boldneſs and deſpair through the field of battle, they fell on the enemy . 
. like ſo many famiſhed tygers of the wilderneſs, and were performing exploits - 
ky, þ | worthy of being recorded i in hiſtory. Fortune ſeemed to take fide with the 
Nig, young heroes: one of choſe violent winds, common in that ſeaſon, . aroſe at | 
that very time, and blew ſuch clouds of duſt and fand into the very faces of 
; N 0 h | the enemies, as blinded them entirely : Unable to reſiſt i 1ts violence, and full 
ls leſs to diſtinguiſh the friend from the foe, they fell into confuſion, and became 
incapable of liſtening to, command, or of keeping their ranks. This being, 
perceixed by the young heroes, they redoubled their efforts, killed Abdol- 
ghaffar's brother, and were puſhing with fury forwards; when a rumour hav- 
ing ariſen in the.enemy's troops that their General had been ſlain, it made ſuch 
a diſcouraging effect, that even thoſe that ſtood brayely their ground, fell off 
and retreated. From that moment the confuſion and fli ght became general, 
and the proud Imperialiſt General received a ſnameful defeat; for Djehandar- 
ſhah's fortune was now upon the decline. This victory could not fail of rai- 
ſing the ſpirits of F eroh- ſyur's party: but it affected Abdollah Khan in a vecy 
different manner: his younger brother Noor-eddin-aaly-khan, a young q 
| man of the greateſt hopes, loſt his life in it; and in his firſt campaign, 
0 | drank of the cup of the martyrdom, 'and went to Join the choruſſes of his 
| | brave and pious anceſtors. Abdollah-Khan, obliged to order the military 
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muſic to ſtrike up, was at a loſs how to conceal his grief and tears upon the 


— 


loſs of ſuch a hero whoſe Eulogium he pronounced 


i 5 | | „ The Cap of gladneſs in his hand, wich his brother's corpſe, on * ſhoulder.” 


* 0 ; 4 | . The loſs of chis battle having given the Emperor ſome ſuſpicions about 
0 | the event of the war, he thought it proper to try what policy could perform: 

wich that view, he ſent, a dreſs. of honor to Abgollab-kha, applauded what 
he 


. u rA A „. 7 84 


he kad done added 4 "confinnativn- ef bis govemthent, Bet it proved 
in vain; for Ferot-ſyur was already at Hah-abad with a martierous army 
in which they reckoned a number of Generals of handle; for iſtics, 
Sine, Ahmed-khan-coca; Muezzedtin' the Coſſa, alias GHAzZi-. 
'eddin-khan; fince Ghalub<djung; and (Woscha-baſſen, fice (Wafdösfan. 
tie two brothers, who were the ſoul of all that mulkitude, having made 
choice: of a. favorable moment, invoked the {ouls of their pious and brave 
anceſtors, ang ſet out ful of ſpirits; on an Expedition that already promiſed 
ſo much. This intelligence having been ſoon conveyed” to the Emperor, | 
he reſolved to ſend his fo Yezzeddin at the head” of a powerful army — | 


ſends his ſon Ve- 3 
2 Ferch. ur on his Raten. at in fa& this young Prince himſelf —_ 


Was under the care of Quadja-afen-Khar, brother to Cacal taſh-Khan. | 
This nobleman who enjoyed the grade of five thouſand horſes was on | 
miſed to that of ſeven wich the effectual command of fo many; and the 
whole management of the expedition; as well as the ſafety of the Princt's 
perſon, was recommended to his care. After his departure, the Emperor 
diſpatched Chin-kylydi-kkan with orders to reinforce the army with his body” 
of troops. The Prince, after many marches, having advanced as far as Kedjwa 
near the Ganga, heard that the two brothers were in full march to fight him. 
This piece of intelligence ſtopped kim mort; and altho* he was fo vaſtly ſu- 
perior to them both i numbers, (for he had above fifty thouſand horſes) and 
in artillery; he did not think himſelf a match for the enemy, but choſe to in- 
trench himſelf, His perturbation already great, became ſtill more glaring - 
when he heard that the enemy was drawing near by continual marches. On 
this intelligence he bettayed; as well as his General, every mark of trepida- 
tion and pufilliniimity. But when Abdollati-khan drew nearer and fell a can- 
nonading his camp; which he did for a whole day, he could contain himſelf 
no longer; and his General being as much out of his ſenſes as himſelf, 


I —_ 'rogether at the back part of che camp, after having loaded | 
N Fe © themſelves 


2 - 4 24 — 


2 REI. 
{ 

themſelves with as ah old and jewels, as they could; and at FRAY 27 

 Yezzeddeen's of the night they took flight together, leaving their army, camp, artillery, bag- 

from his own age, jewels, and military cheſt to be dif] poſed of by theenemy, whoasyet knew no- 
thing of the matter. But the army was ſoon informed of there being neither 
Prince nor General in chief; nor could any party be taken in ſuch a ſingular 
evenement: for the officers and grandees in the camp diſagreed with each 
other, and could come to no final reſolution amongſt themſelves, - but paſſed 
the whole day in diſputes. On the evening, the enemy got | intelligence of 
the ſtate of things, and ruſhing without order into the Imperial camp, they 
plundered it ſo leiſurely, and found in it ſo much booty, that vaſt numbers 
of people that had never had an affured ſubſiſtence, now enriched themſelves 
for the remainder of their lives. Notwithſtanding all that plunder, there 
remained ill a vaſt deal of wealth, which together withthe artillery, was ſized 


for Ferob-fjur's uſe: this prince tarried a few days to give ſome reſt to TA 
army, whilſt Yezzeddin in his flight towards Ecber-abad fell in with the corps 
commanded by Chin-khydj-khan. This General ſhocked at ſo flagitious a con- 
duct, made uſcof force and violence to ſtop the Prince, who wanted abſolutely 
to fly farther; and he obliged him to wait in his Kump, until the * 
ſhould ſend orders. 
3 SUCH a ſhameful "Ig very te blaſted all the hopes conceived by that 
ror undiſmayed, 


marches in per- Prince. Truſting now to no one, that monarch relolved to march in perſon 
- ſon againſt his 


competitor. againſt a rival ſo ſucceſsful; and on the Tueſday of che twelvch Zilcaad in the 


year 1124, he ſet out of his capital wich an immenſe pomp, and an army of ſe- 
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venty thouſand horſes, beſides a numerous infantry and a train of large can- 


? = 


non capable to ſhake the foundations of the globe. It was Zolficar-khan who 
commanded this mighty hoft : he had under him the famous Cocal- taſh-khan, 
with ſeveral Generals and officers of | CR all renowned for their atchieve- 
ments, all fond of battle, and all thirſting after an engagement, like ſo many fa- | 
miſhed tygers howling in the wilderneſs: ſuch were Aazem-Khan, and Dja- 


ni-khan 
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ni-· Khan , and Mahmed-amin-khan, and a multitude of T'8ranian and Iranian 


Lords ( 57). On his march he was joined by Ser-bolend-khan, Fodjdar of 


Corrah, who taking poſſeſſion of the money he had been receiving there on 
Feroh-ſyur, his maſter's account, deſerted to Djehandar-ſhah, to whom that 
ſmall merit rendered him ſo dear, that he gave him the government of G8 di- 


rat, and ſent him to Ahmed - abad it's capital, after having paſſed many enco- 


miums on his conduct. As a counterpart to this, Chebilram the new Fodj- 
dar of Corrah, and Aaly-aſhgar-khan, ſon to Car-talab-khan, F odjdar of 
Atava, went over to Feroh-ſyur. But by this time the Emperor having ar- 
rived at Semogur, a town 1n the neighbourhood of Ecber-abad, - found him- 
ſelf over againſt the enemy, who was parted from him only by the river 
Djumna. What looks ſingular i is, that the ſight ot the enemy occaſioned tranſ- 


ports of joy amongſt the two Seids and in F eroh-Syur” s Court; whereas it 


occaſioned much trepidation in the Emperor s camp. The reaſon is plain: 
unanimity reigned in the enemy's camp; whereas Djehandar-ſhah's flagitious 
behaviour had alienated the hearts of moſt of the grandees of his court. 

The T8ranians in uren, had promiſed by letters and meſſages, that they 


would join Feroh- ſyur: Abdol-ſemed-khan alone abſtained from ſuch promiſes. 


Nevertheleſs there was ſo viſible a ſuperiority of force on the Emperor” s ſide, 
that it was generally believed that his rival would have no chance againſt him. 


Unluckily there reigned ſuch a difference of tempers and ſentiments between 
his principal Generals, Zolficar-khan and Cocal-taſh-khan; and this differ- 
ence had given riſe to ſo much enmity, and to ſo inveterate an averſion, that 
nothing went forwards in the Emperor s camp. Cocal- taſh- Khan, in particu- 
lar, who enjoyed the Emperor 8 confidence, was a man equally incapable of giv- 


ing or of receiving a good advice. In conſequence of ſo much animoſity, 


ii. 
* 


— 


(57) The word Tran ſignifies all over the Eaſt, that immenſe tract of ground which ſt etches to the North 
of Iran or Perſia, and of Qatai or China; and Iran is the only name for deſigning that Empire which ſtretches 
from the Didjla or tyger to the Atuc or Indus: There are in India infinite multitudes of T8ramian and Iranian 


dyeapurecs, and they am bath called Moghuls. 
„„ „„ no 
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Feroh-ſyur's 
army croſſes the 
Djumna in pre 
ſence of the Im» 
perial army. 


nal variance from each other, and in giving oppo 
that the Emperor himſelf was actually incapable of taking a party for him- 
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no one concerned himſelf about any thing; and every thing went o neck. 
There is more : no ſpecific order had been iſſued to croſs the Djumna for u- 
racking the enemy; and the to favorites agreeing in nothing but in an eter- 


vices, it happened 


ſelf. Deſperately in love with Lal-Coir, he had of late fallen into a deli» | 
rious kind of melancholy, that rendered him incapable of buſineſs. _ : 

sven a ſtate of things could not be concealed from an enemy is 
had ſo many well-wiſhers; and in fact Abdalab-khan having received 
information of a ford which was four coſſes above the enemy's camp, 


croſſed over in the night time, and marched- on without ſtopping as 


far as K8zbehari, a village beyond Ecber-abad, on the high road to Deh- 
hl: there he took poſt; and ſome time after he was followed by Feroh- 
ſyur himſelf, who croſſed over likewiſe and joined his General. To impoſe 
on the enemy, and to perplex his ideas, Hoſſein- aaly-Khan with the rear or 
corps de reſerve, remained where he was over againſt che enemy's camp, and 
did not croſs over, but when his motions could be effectually concealed by 


the darkneſs of the night. He had with him Chebilram-nagur, an Hindoo of 


character. What is very ſingular, and marks the finger of providence in this | 
affair, is that this fording-over in the dark, ſeemed to give a turn to the 
with war; for as Feroh-1yur's army made it's appearance ar day-break on the 
enemy's. rear, it became neceſſary in the latter's camp to change the whole 
order of battle, to marſhal the troops a new, and to bring the artillery 
from the Vans all which could not be done without an infinite deal of confu- - 
ſion. This happened on the fourteenth of Zilhaj, of the ſame year; and 
che two armies, the one in good order, and che other, that is the Emperor's, 


in much diſorder and confuſion, adyanced againſt each other. This Prince 


took his poſt in the center, ſurronnded by a brilliant cortege and by ſeveral 
corps of choice troops, that had a train of large artillery in their front. Zol- 
7 ; | ficar-khan 


„ by whom he ſeemed to be governed in whatever related to matters 
of war and politicks, but who in reality had not his confidence, as his 
extreme firmneſs diſpleaſed the Emperor, came to place himſelf before that 
Prince with a body of old troops and a quantity of artillery, together with 
the Imperial Muſic of trumpets, haut-boys, and kettle-drums. Cocal- taſh-xhan 
and Djani-khan, with Aazem-khan, and other Lords of his party, took poſt | 
t the right wing; and the T8tanian Lords, ſuch as Mahmed-amin-khan, 
| Abdol-ſemed-khan, and Chin-kylydj-khan, took poſt at the right. Radjiz 

mahmed-klian, with Hafiz-ollah-Khan, and ſome other Generals, with their 
Corps, were poſted as light troops. Reza- cooly-xhan, the Grand Maſter of 
the Artillery, was ordered to attend diligently to his buſineſs; and the reſt of 
the troops were placed as the ground would permit. 

Ox the oppoſite fide, F eroh-ſyur, in compliance with the inkperia e cuf< 
tom, placed himſelf in the center of his troops, ſeated upon a lofty elephant, 
having Abdollah-khanbefore him, whowith many other Commanders, took poſt 
overagainſt Zolficar- Khan; and Khan-zemanand Aaly-aſghar, with Chebilfam - 
nagar, were oppoſed to Cocal-taſh-khan. The engagement was commenced 
by Abdollah-qhan, who, with his troops in good order, advanced firſt againſt 
the T'8ranian Lords of the enemy, and then iaclining towards che Imperial ar- 
| tillery, he, with an apparent incertitude in his motions, found means to puſh 


beyondi it, and to come near the enemy 's centre, whereDjhebandor-ſhah appear- 
ed. On the other hand, Huſſcin-aaly-Khan, ſupported by F atch-aaly-khan, 
Colntiariler of F eroh-ſjurs artillery, and by Zin-eddin-ahmed-khan, ſon to 
Bahadyr-qhan the Rohilla, as well as by the two illuſtrious brothers, Mir Eſh- 
ref and Mir Muſhref, directed his attack againſt Zolficar-khan; ; and being; 
vigorouſly received, his troops preſently fell into confuſion, and were ſlain in 
| heaps; and his braveſt officers, as well as his oldeſt ſoldeirs, thoſe men on 
whom he truſted ſo much, being mowed down in his preſence, gamed away 
dhe capital of their lives, and covered the field of baule with their bodies. 

| Huſsein 
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HufſSin-aaly-khan, ſeeing how his beſt troops had been uſed, cloſed at ce 


with the cuſtom of valiant men in Hindoſtan; and jumping down from his clep- 


hant, he engaged; hand to hand, and with a number of brave thar followed him 


every where, he performed heroical actions; when, having received feveral 


wounds from ſabre, muſquet, and arrow, he fell (| peechleſs on che ground, and 


was trampled under foot. His brother, Abdollah-Khan, had no better luck: On 


his attacking the T8ranians, he was received by clouds of arrows, which 


threw his troops into confuſion, and made them divide into ſeveral bodies, each 


of which was oppoſite and contending with a body of enemies; and as he was 


exerting himſelf in the hotteſt part of the engagement, he was carried away 


by the crowd, without knowing where he was, until he found himſelf amongſt 
a body of about three-hundred troopers, parted from the ſtandard-bearing ele- 
phant, and at a diſtance from his ſeveral corps. It was at this very moment 


he ſaw himſelf ſingled out by a General enemy, who proved to be the ſame 


Seyd-abdol-ghaffar, who had received ſo ſhameful a defeat a Hah-abad, he 
cried out who he was, and ſhot an arrow at Abdollah-khan; the latter was as 
quick as he, and lodged an arrow in his breaſt; and the General finding him- 


{elf dangerouſly wounded, quitted the field, and retired at a diſtance; but Ab- 
dollah-Khan was not the better for this action: he was again carried away by 


the crowds, without knowing where he was, and without having it in his power 


to gueſs what might be the conſequence of ſo much confuſion. Luckily for 


him, he was at ſo critical a moment joined by a body of his troops, with whom 


he gained an eminence, from whence, he no ſooner deſcried Djehandar-ſhah 
in the middle of his troops, than he {Ds up to him, opening his way with 
ſhowers of arrows; and he availed himſelf ſo well of the diſorder into which 
the enemy was thrown, that he penetrated as far as the temale elephants of the 


Seraglio. The Emperor carried away by an elephant that became unruly, and 


unable to range his troops in order, found himſelf in the middle of a number . 


of war elephants, which becoming furious, were engaging each other, and 
_ exhibiting 
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exhibiting aſcene as dreadful as that of the laſt judgement. Laal Colr's fe- 
male elephant taking fright, had turned about and fled, followed by multitudes - 


that ought toget outof the reach of the enemy's arrows ; and that diſmayed mul- 


titude of men and elephants, falling upon two bodies of troops that yet ſtood 


their ground; confounded their ranks, and then bore them down. The Em- 
peror incapable to make aſtand upon an elephant become ungovernable, was 


cloſely purſued by Abdollah-Khan, whoſe troops were joining him by whole 
| bodies; and this General, without giving the enemy time to recolle& himſelf, 
was carrying every thing before him, in ſo much, that the Imperial troops, 


amongſt which the Muſic had already commenced to play, were now flying 
on all ſides.  Cocaltaſh- khan, who with his corps made an effort to cover 
Djehander-ſhah, was encountered by Qban-zeman, and Chebileram, who 
came out of a poſt they had choſen at the beginning of the action, drove Co- 
caltaſh-khan's troops, and wounded him in ſeveral places: And here was 
flain Reza-cooly-khan, Commander of the Imperial Anillery, as had already 
been Djani-khan and Moqhtar-khan. Mean while, Aazem-khan, brother 
to Cocaltaſh-khan, being wounded, came up to the Emperor's elephant ; and 
this Prince, finding that matters were now paſt remedy, went down to Laal 
Coir, and taking her with Tay he, on the duſk of the evening, turned about 
towards Ecber. abad: Such was the ſtate of things with the Emperor; but with 


Zolficar-khan, they . bore a very different af] pett : This General without be- 


ing diſmayed by the general diſcomfiture, had kept his footing, without loſing 


any ground ; and, he even intended to renew the action, as ſoon as he could 
bring, ether the Emperor, or his ſon, Yezzeddin, to ſhew themſelves at the 


head of bis troops ; but all his endeavours to find them our, proved abortive ; 


and ſeveral intelli gent perſons who were prevailed by dint of money and pro- 


miſes, to go on that errand, came back without even getting any intelligence 
about them: All his efforts failed; ; and the muſic of gladneſs and victory was 


already filling the air of the enemy 8 n whilſt the officers of all ranks were 
| running 
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running up to Feroh · Iyur with their congratulations and their Nuzurs, All this 
joy, however, did not remove che uneaſineſs he felt, on obſerving, that Zolficar- 
khan, ſurrounded by a ſtrong body of veterans, and by much artillery, did 
not move ftom the field of battle. Such a reſolute countenance had ſorne- 
thing very impoſing: He expreſſed his ſurpriſe in ſtrong terms at what that 
General could mean by ſtaying ſo late at night; and at laſt he ſent him this 
meſſage: He that pretended to the empire, has relinquiſlied the throne and 
4 is fled — Pray, have you any pretenſions yourſelf, that you tarry ſo long 
&«- after him? If you have, this is another matter; bui if you have not, and you 
t are only for an Emperor of the Houſe of Aorengzib, what objections can 
« you have to my being that Prince, inſtead of Mutezzeddin?” Such a meC- 
lage, and ſuch a tone of voice, informed at once Zolficar-Khan of what he 
wanted to kn; and finding, that things were paſt remedy, he marched: 
off at the head of his troops in good order; and he had ſo reſpectable a coun» 
tenance, that no one thought of diſputing the ground with him. The Emperor 
mean while had paſſed the night at Ecber-abad, where he ſhaved his beard like 
a Hindoo, changed his apparel for an humble one, and taking Laal Cor with 
him, he, in the latter part of the night, fled towards the capital; having: 
about his perſon a number of people of all ſorts perſonnally attached to him; 
but inſtead of going to the citadel, he landed in the palace of che old Vexir, 
Aſſed Khan, who immediately ſeized and confined him; and hardly had he 
been ſecured, when Zolficar-khan himſelf arrived: 
 ABDOLLAH-KHAN, on ſeeing the field clear of enemies, ordered rich 
ſearches to be made for his brother ; and the latter was at laſt diſcovered 
ſtretched on the ground, ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs. This lucky diſcovery was 
made by two of that valiant nobleman's ſervants, one of whom remained by 
him, whilſt the other went to give notice; and this piece of intelligence ſo 
overjoyed. Abdollah-khan, that he took away all the jewels he actually wore- 
and preſented them to the man. There is another account, which ſays, that: 
on 
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on che ſervants diſcovering their maſter, they found him watched by tuo 
officers, at the head of a body of troops. - Theſe were Leſhker-aaly-khan and 
Muhi-yar- Khan, two wen attached perſonally to Hoſſein-aaly-khan. Still there 
is a chird account, and this is in the memoirs of Haſhem-aaly-khan -khafi, a no- 6 bf 
bleman of great diſtinction who has wrote the hiſtory of the Timiirian Em- 
perars. He poſitively fays, that Hoffcin-aaly-khan having received ſeveral | 
dangerous wounds; had fallen ſenſeleſs on the neg he had been ſtrip- 
ped ftark naked: and it was in that condition that his ſervihts had found 
him | ſpeechleſs, S, after a very laborious ſearch. © On receiving ſome aſſiſtance, he 
recovered his ſenſes ſo far as to hear with pleaſure of the victory of his party: ' | ef HR 
p nevertheleſs, it was with ſome difficulty he was put in a Paleki and conveyed — 
to his brother, vd on ſeeing him fo unexpectedly, proſtrated himſelf on che 
ground, and reunned th thanks to providence for fo fi gnal a favor. 
Zou FI KMA, on landing © at his facher 8 palace, difipproved of the 
ſeiſure of the Emperor' $ perſon : he wanted to bring him a fecond time in 
the field, and to try a fecond time the fortune of war; for as he had been 


13 


ſo inſtrumental i in raiſing Djchandar-ſhab, and i in -undoitig Azita-uſh than,” 
father to F eroh-yſur,, he apprehended that nothing but what was inimical ; | 
could be erpecded from the ſon; and at any rate he wanted to retire into De- | [ 


<< 
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can, 1 2 rich country, where he was abſolute, and where he thought himſelf fully | 
able to refit the new Emperor. But che father oppoſing bis paternal | 


authority to both theſe reſolutions,” and adding intreaties and prayers to 


4 I. 


all Its weight, prevailed on the fon't to lay aſide al thoughts of oppolition, g 


a to f abmir quietly to the new Prince: A facal acquieſ cence, which ÞS | | 


prudent a man would have never thought of, had he not been actually under 
the preſſure of a deſtiny that had decreed theſe very days for the laſt ma. 
of Aﬀed- khan's proſperity, as well as for the epoch of the exlinction of his family 
and the deftrudtion of his beloved fon, 'P he old Vezir, without any cer- 
dude of f being well N and even wich a moral certitude of his 


O. 5 riſking | 


Feroh-fyur af- 


ends the throne 
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riſking his life as well as that of his ſon, took him by the hand ; and truſting 
to the merits he had acquired in Aorengzib's family, and to the high re- 
gard conſtantly ſhewn him by both that Prince and his ſucceſſors, he 
went without any retinue to pay his * to 3 and to intercede 

in behalf of his ſon. | + . 


Tris Prince was yet on 's field of battle: Thinking this abs: 


day, and finding no oppoſition before him, he reſolved to aſſume the crown; 
and on a Thurſday being the fifteenth Zelhidj, inthe year 1124, he aſcended the 
throne at day-break, and gave a public audience to the people. Inune- 


diately after this inauguration, Abdollah-Khan introduced C hin-kylydj Khan 
Abdol - ſemed- Khan, and Mahmed-amin-khan with all the T'8ranian Lords | 


of their party: theſe Generals payed their homages to the new Em peror, 


wiſhed him length of days with a proſperous reign, and were received with 
diſtinction, as well as forgiven che errors of their paſt conduct : at the 
fame time Abdollah-khan with Lootf-ollah-knan-ſadyc and ſome other 
perſons of diſtinction, received orders to ſet out immediately for the 
Capital, in order to quiet the minds of the people there, and to eſtabliſh. 
order and tranquility throughout the whole country. He had likewiſe 
commiſſion to take care of the I mperial palace and citadel, and chiefly. of 
the Princes of the blood confined there. Feroh- -ſyur himſelf followed a 
week after; and on the fourteenth of Muharrem, he encam ped cloſe to 
the capital at Bara-palla, where having ſent for Abdollah-khan, he gave 
him the grade and command of ſeven thouſand horſes, beſtowed upon him 
the title of Cootoob-el-mulk or pole of the ſtate, and raiſed him to the 
high office of Vezir-Aazem or ſupreme Miniſter. His brother Hoſſein 
aaly-Khan was decorated with the title of Ahtimam-el-mulk, or performer 
of the ſtate, with the grade and command of ſeven thouſand horſes, and 

with the glorious dignity of Emir- ul-omerah, or Prince of Princes, as 

well as with the office of Pay-maſter-general of the forces. Mahmed- 

amin-khan 
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amin-khan was made ſecond Pay- maſter, with an addition of a chouknd 
hoiſes to his actual grade and command, to all which was added the title 


of Umad ed- d gölah, or prop of the Empire/ Chin Kylydj-khan, who enjoyed | 


already the command and grade of five thouſand horſes, was raiſed to that 
of ſeven, and moreover decorated with the title of Nizam-el-mulk, or the Com- 
poler of che ſtate, as well as inveſted with the Viceroyalty of Decan, in lieu cf 
Li8d-khan: Peni, who acted as deputy Lieutenant of Zolficar khan' s; and 
chat officer fiom the government of Boorhanpoor which he poſſeſſed in 
chief, was transfered to that of G8djrat. Qtorja-bafſen was honored with 
the title of Semſam-ed-Co8la, and the firname of Qhand68ran (58) together 
with the grade of ſeven, and the command of fix thouſand horſes. Ahmed- 
beg-Coca-MuZzzeddin, who: had fignalized himſelf by much activity, and 
had rendered important ſervices, was decorated with the titles of Valiant 


Champion of the law, ever victorious in war; ( 59), promoted to the grade 


of ſix thouſand horſes with the command of five, and entruſted with the 
office of third Pay-maſter-general. | But a u an who roſe ſuddenly to the 


higheſt dignities, and whoſe el vation ſhall have hereafter ſo much influ- 


ence over the politicks of F eroh-{yur's reign, was the Cazy Abdollah, 
then judge ſupreme of I*chang nagar-Daca. I his man who was already 
known for having executed with ſucceſs, ſeveral commiſſions of conſequence, 
and namely that of going ſecretly to the capital, and gaining the Lords of 
' the T'8ranian denomination, (and he was a Tranian himſelf ) now ap- 
peared with ſplendor at court, where he was decorated with the high title 
of Qhan-qhanan- -emirdjumlah (60), promoted to the command as well as 
grade of ſeven thcu'a:d ho es, and honored with the utmoſt confidence 

of the new-monarch, who already ſcemed to have no ear but for him, and 
who entruſted him with his private ſignet, although he ſeemed to have 
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6580 Qban-i-diBrun, the lord of the age or of the times. Sud, the ſword of the Empire. 
(59) Gbazi-cd:-din-kbun, Firoa- Djung. 
be Quan-i-qhanan Emu-DDumlan, Ln ors Commander of all, or Prince ſupreme. 
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yet no other office than chat of Daca. The moonſhy or ſecretary Mahmed- | 
Djaafer, who enjoyed already ſeveral offices, now received the title of 
Tulurrub - Khan, and to bis preſent offices was added that of High Steward, 
A hari equally 1m portant and lucrative. Seif khan, a relation of Abdollah 
khan, was made grand Equerry.; and offices, and favors, and govern- 
ments were beſtowed on that miniſter's two younger brothers, as well as on 
all: thoſe that had received promiſes. All theſe promotions being over 


Abdollah-khari, now Vezir, diligently applyed himſelf to the duties of 
his office, one of which conſiſted in curbing that air of independence aſ- 


ſumed by the grandees of the Empire during the confuſion inevitable in | 
civil wars; and happy had it been for the Emperor, had he had his mind 
employed in that laudable manner, inſtead of paving the way for his 
own ruin, by demoliſhing almoſt all the antient families, and eſpecially that 
of che venerable * that ancient Vezir ſo much 1 ö all over 

that Empire. 3 $5 a Jo - 
Wx have left him in full march with his ſon to the Imperial camp of Bara- 
palla, where he was no ſooner landed, than both expreſſed a deſire of paying 
their reſpects tothe new Emperor. This was preciſely the circumſtancethe new 
favorite Emir-djemlah waited-for : that man who had grown jealous of all 
the antient families, and had formed the ſcheme of pulling down every ene 
of them, in order to make room for a number of friends which he wanted 
to raiſe on thier ruins; that man, who had already conceived: an antipathy 
againſt the blunt, reſolute character of the Generaliſſimo's, and wanted to 
make an end of him; did not fail to add fuel to that indiſpoſition of mind 
which Feroh-ſyur had conceived: againſt that-General. But Emir-djemlah's 
ill will and machinations would have produced but little, had Zolficar-khan 
been fortunate enough to liſten to the propofal of the Prince of Princes, Hof- 


ſcin-aaly-khan, who had generouſly offered his mediation, and had ſolemnly 


aſſured him, that if he cheſe t to Le introduced hats, his channel yrs a 
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hair of his head worild be touched. Such an offer could not long re- 
main a ſecret; and Emir-djumlah who felt all the conſequences which it 
would infallibly produce, exerted himſelf in warding off the blow. He for that 
-purpoſe | diſpatched the new high; ſteward, Tuecerrub-khan, in hopes, 
| (that his being a Mogol, &c. as well as Zolficar-Khan, would give him the 


more influence on that General's mind. This Nobleman having found 


A heartier well come with the Generaliſſimo on that very account, repre- 
ſented to him chat as the Emperor was diflatisfied in ſecret with the ex- 
s ceflive power aſſumed by the two Seyd brothers, to reckon upon ſuch 
< a ſupport, and to make his peace with the Emperor through their mediation, 
would be as much as to lean againſt a rotten tree that would produce no- 
* thing but repentance and diſappointment. But where is the neceſlity of re- 
curring to others, added he, and what, need is there of any mediation? fo 


4 ſoon as you ſhall have payed your reſpects, and tranquilized your own mind, 
dy 


you ſhall: become yourſelf a perſon to be recurred to by all the courtiers and 
all the grandees of the Empire, as your dignities and influence are to be 
* augmented indubitably; for the Emperor, who has the higheſt opinion of 
e your talents, intends to make uſe of them, and expects the moſt eminent 
4 ſervices from your attachment.“ This ſpeech of Tukurrub-Khan's, hav- 
ing been cloſed by che moſt ſolemn aſſeverations; and oaths having been ex- 
- changed upon the glorious word of God, both father and ſon ſeemed to 
give their confidence to the meſſenger: The old man was in earneſt; but 

the ſon could not rid his mind of ſome doubts that remained about the Em- 
8 peror's ſincerity, and eſpecially about that of his miniſter. To diſpel there- 
fore thoſe clouds that hung ſtill about his mind, Br eh himſelf went 
to the Genetaliſſimo, and after having renewed iS oaths and infinuations, he 
bound his hands together wich a ſhaul, and introduced him to the Emperor: 
It as in that condition he payed his obeiſſunce to the new Monarch, whilſt the 
venerable Aſled-Khan having ſaid a few words in extenuation of his ſon's 
Lead * | SE miſcon- 
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miſconceĩved paſt conduct, ſ upplicated the imperial forgiveneſ⸗ in his behalf. 
The Emperor with the greateſt appearance cf kindneſs imaginable, com- 


manded his hands to be ſer at liberty, and a dreſs of honor of the higheſt 


diſtinction to be brought in with a ſet of ſuitable jewels: he then diſmiſſed the 
father on account of his great age, but deſired him to let his ſon remain in 
an outer tent for a few moments, as he had ſome queſtions of conſequence to 
put to him, and ſome objects of moment on which he wiſhed to hav > is ad- 
vice. This unexpected turn rendered the old nobleman uneaſy; and he 
went away in a great perturbation of mind: as to the ſon, who now doubted 


2 of his ſafety, he was too far advanced to recede, and he did as he was bid. 


He was hardly ſeated, when the tent was ſurrounded by a number of men 
forwarded from the Imperial preſence; and the Emperor at the ſame ſent him 
ſome taunting meſſages, in which with bitter expreſſions of reſentment he 
charged him with his father, Prince Azim-uſh ſhan's death. the General, who to 
all his innate loftineſs of mind, and to his generous feelings, added an un- 
daunted courage and a rough temper, having anſwered with reproaches and 
with haughtineſs, the CalmucDilachin-beg (now become Bahadyr-dil-khan) (61) 


who ſtood behind, ſeized a favourable opportunity to throw a leathern thong 


round his neck; and whilſt he was ſtriving hard with the general, a num- 
ber of men ruſhed-in who ſoon diſpatched him with their poniards. That 
ſame day a number of men were diſpatched to the Citadel of Shah-djehan- 
abad, who having paſſed a leathern thong about Djchandar-ſhah's neck, ſent 
him on his travels in the regions of annihilation. 


Ir was after ſuch horrid executions that the Emperor thought of making a 


triumphal entry in the Citadel and in the Imperial palace; and people be- 
| hieved that ſuch frightful ſcenes would be over; but as ſoon as he was ſettled 


in the palace, (and this was on a Tueſday the ſeventeenth Muharrem in the 
1125 of the Hedjrah) „ he directed that Djehandar-ſhah's head ſhould be 


1 
* * _ - 
* 


(61) is Lud ef the Intrepid Heart. 
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« fixed 
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cc fixed on a * and his body thrown aud upon an defhant, to whofe 
ce tail Zolficar-khan's body ſhould be made faſt : that both bodies ſhould be car- 
cc ried throughout the moſt frequented parts of the city, and then thrown be- 
« fore the main gate of the Citadel, there to rot. Not ſatisfied with all this, ge 
& ordered that Afﬀed-khan himſelf, the venerable Afﬀed-khan, ſhould be 
« ſcized and put in a Paleki with only what cloaths he ſhould have actually 
ee on his back; and that in that condition he ſhould follow the elephant in 
« queſtion, attended by all-the ladies of his family in veiled carriages, after | 
« which he was to be confined. for life in Qhan-djeban's palace, and his 
«© whole property as well as. that of his ſon, to be confiſcated.” . Whilſt 
that mournful proceſſion was going round the principal ſtreets, the Emperor | 
recollected that a Gentoo of diſtinction, called Radja Soba-chund, had 
been too free of ſpeech; and he ordered his tongue to be cut off, and his 
property to be confiſcated; the man underwent the operation in all it's rigor, 


and what is ſingular, he continued to — as * as ever. At leaſt 1 is 
che general report. 


Never loſe ſight that the day of retriburicn 3 is to come, 
Nor ever forget that wheat ariſes from wheat, and that barley produces barley,” 


Ir was by ſuch bloody beginnings that Feroh-ſyur marked the firſt days 
of his reign: nor was Zolficar-khan the only victim he ſacrificed to his reſent 
ment or to his fear. Moſt of the grandees of the old court underwent the 
{ame treatment, and finiſhed their days by the leathern thong. The Princes 
of the blood themſelves were as mercileſly uſed : Yezzeddin, ſon to the late 
Diehandej- ſhah; Aaly-tebar, ſon to the late-Aazem-ſhah ; and even che young 
Homai8n-baqht,. younger brother to Feroh-ſyur himſelf, were deprived of 


the benefit of light by a large red-hot needle which was drawn accroſs their eyes. 
So-many cruelties at the very beginning of a reign, and ſo many unjuſt mur- 
ders unneceſſarily perpetrated, excited ſo much terror in the minds of every 
one, from the higheſt to the low eſt, that people having continually. the im- 
age of inſtant death before their eyes, did not think themſelves ſure of their 
| exiſtence, 


* 
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exiftonce for ona ſingle day : So-that ſuch perſons as were, by their ſtations, 
or by the duties of their offices, obligedto-attend every day at Court, never 
failed on returning home alive, about the evening, to reecive the congratula- 
. | tioris of their equals, and the Nuzws of their inferiorꝭ and nothing; was ſo 
0 cot nmon, on coming home ſafe, as to diſtribute, late at night, money to che 
| | needy, and thinkſpiving-viAtuals to the hungry; juſt! as it is euſtomary for 
people to do, when they have eſcaped from ſome imminent peril. (62) 

I is in che middle of ſuchmercileſs beginnings, that people perceived a eoolneſs, 


— — — — 


1 andlihen very bitterdiſcoritents, betu cet the Emperor and the tuo Seids; thoſe tv o 
= potent Lords, that hadſaced his life at the riſk of their own, andchen raiſedhimto 
| duet hrone: Theſe diſcontents grew to-greatheight—toſuchabeight, indeed 
| |; that: in their conſequences they have produced the ruin of the Imperial family, 


and! che deſolation of the whole einpire. The firſt ſpark of that fire, that has 
ſince blazed out, and cauſed ſuch a conflagration all over Hindoſtan, was per- 
ceived on the following occaſion: Abdollah-khan, who, immediately after the 
| gain of the battle of Agra, had been diſpatched to the capital, with orders to 
| 1 quiet the minds of the people there, and to bring back the affairs of ſtate into 
[ heir accuſtomed channel, had, amongſt many other promotions, beſtowed 
the office of Divan of the Qhaliſſah- office, or of Firſt Lord of the T reaſury, 


then vacant, on L8tfollah-khan-ſadyc, the very perſon aſſociated to him in 
| | that Commiſſion ; ; and he had alſo confirmed Seid-amdjed-khan, in the office 


1 
—— 
—— 


| | 
| of Supreme ſadr, or great almoner, of which that nobleman had remained ineveſted 


(62) In India when a man returns from a long voyage, or has eſcaped ſome great danger, it is cuſtomary 
1 0 that his friends ſhould ſend him ſmall preſents in ſtuffs, and that his inferiors, ſnould congratulate him with 
| their Nuzurs. But the women of the family -(and never the men) ſend him a tray covered with that nellow 
pulſe called Calai , in the middle of which is ſunk a ſneaker full of oil. It is always an old woman that ad- 
dreſſes the maſter, and it is in theſe terms: a ſacrifice for your ſafety. The maſter ſtoops to ſee his face in the oil, 
throws a few lentils in it, fetches a ſob, and adds : be it acceptable. All this together with ſeveral trays 
more, covered with piles of bread and cakes, is diſtributed to the poor, but never touched by the family ;- and 
poffibly it is to thoſe frequent diſtribution of Victuals as well as to the heat and extreme fertility of the climate' 
that we muſt look for thoſe innumerable multitudes of os thatſwarm in wy y 70 every City and 5 
TERS of India. | 


early 
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: | fo early 28 Baba lyer- abs reign. Unfortunately, wild he was betving 


theſe „ces! in virtue of his ( Commiſſion as well as, in virtue of his Vezirial | 


powers, the Emperor was dif poſing of them i in the plains of Ecberabad, , 
where be Swe the ſ uperintendence of the Treaſury to Chebilam. nagur, 
and the ſupreme Sadr-ſhip, to Afzol khan, who had c once been. tutor to 
his children. Some days after, the Emperor arrived at the capital; and 
on his raking cogniſance c of ſome offices of ſtare, and of ſome promotions, 
and in particular of thoſe two important ones, there enſued a long dialogue 
berween the Prince and the miniſter, The latter obſeryed, ** that if in the 
« very beginning of his adminiſtration, 4 wound ſhould be given . his au- 
ce thority, he could no more pretend to execute fo important an office 
&« with credit to himſelf, or advantage to the public * and on the other 


hand Emir-Djemlah. inculcated to che Emperor, * that be the powers e ever 


« {o full and ſo limited which Sovereigns found it bometimes expedient to 
70 « delegate to any of their ſervants for a time, ſtill it would, never follow. 
0 that a ſervant ſhould therefore forget himſelf ſo far as to dif) poſe of ſuch, 
important offices at his own pleaſure, and without having FEN 
« applyed for his Jord's conſent. He added thele two verſes from the Ports 


% Lat a maſter be ever ſo profuſe i in gelegatin uylimited authority, 
« Still! is the ſervant never to loſe fight of bis own diſtance, | 


Ir was at laſt agreed that the. Qualifſah ſhould remain with Lait. fole 
lah- khan- ſadyc, and the High- -adyrſhip, with Afzool- khan ; but this agree- 
ment, which ſeemed to have quaſhed much acrimony and diſcontent, did 
nor fail to leave Jeep impreſſions on both fides : Nevertheleſs the original 
cauſe of theſe commotions in the Empire, and of the inſubordination 
in the Standes (commotions which redounded to the ill renown of the 
Seils, and which at laſt over whelmed their own houſe and family) ; ; 
the original cauſe of the commotions in the empire, I fay, may be 
traced in the Emperor' S incapacity and in the particular caſt of his ge- 
nius. Feroh-iIyur had neither the extent of genius, nor the firmneſs of 
MS | temper 


Feroh-fynr's 
incapicity and' 
mean character» 
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temp et, nor the keeneſs of penetration, , ns e 25 an Tae "Uh 1 
vas ow-ſpirted, | and homely minded, | as. well as  fordidly © inclined ; ; 
br if at any time he chanced to ſhew any libetaliry in his diſpoſnion, it was | 
when he enjoyed the company of fome low vile people, equally deſtitate of 
morals and capacity ; E and then he would thoughtleſly beſtow on them, 
pieferits which they did not know "Wine to do with, and offices which they 
were unable to manage. Such a diſpoſition. of mind, bordered upon pro- 
agli undoubtedhy. but yet produced ſome preſent advantages, which 
being layed hold-cf by ſycophants and other people of that ſtamp, never 
failed to be received with the hig neſt applauſe : but ſuch applauſe however, as 
will never reach poſterity. No wonder after that, if Feroh- yur was fond- 
of keeping company with common ſtreet-ſharpers; and hence the reaſon of | 
his being ſo wedded to an Yticad-khan, and to a ſet of people upon a par 
with his Yricad-khan. The truth i is, that bi ing totally incapable of holding 
the reins of an Empire, and indeed incapable of ary command at all, he 
was at a loſs how to f. pend his time; and what is ſtill more unfortunate tor 
bim, that Emir djemlah his confident, that opiniated man, of ſo much am- 
bition, ſuch high pretenſions, and ſo much obſtinacy and odpoſiton, was him- 
ſelf unfit for any higher office, and yet wanted to overtop all the grandes of 
the Empire; and this unworthy favorite, who had made nothing of pulling 
down and deſtroying the families of an Aﬀed-khan and a Zolficar-han, 
two men whoſe houſe s were theſe one hundred and fifty years paſt i in poſſeſſion 
of immenſe wealth, as well as of the higheſt dignities and offices of the ſtare, 
now thought of no leſs than demoliſhing two fuch noblemen as the Stids: 


two men who had conferred the higheſt obligations on his maſter, and who 


now figured in the world, as the two principal men of the Empire. But 


this was preciſely what wounded his Jealous: mild, and what let daggers 1 in his 
FancOrous heart. 


How zva 
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© Howsv fn the diſeaſe char had Hiſtened on \ the vitals of the fate woull 
have never riſen to ſach a head, had not the adminiſtration of the mold im- 
portant affairs beer ſtrangely neglected by the very perfons' at the head of 


the Empire. The Vezir Abdollah-khan a was A man of abilities indeed, bot | 


ſo paſſionately fond of fine women, F ſo addicted + to Feaſting, muſick, 1 
dancing as well as to all kinds of Pleaſures; ; and of courſe ſo deſirous of 


” — ” 
— — 4 


eaſe, that he was leaving the whole managernent of boch his immenſe houſe- 
hold and his high office t to his Divan, Ratan-chand, a man who had been once 
a Mop. keeper, but who by all means was too enthuſiaſtic i in his falſe religion. 
to diſcharge decently all the duties of chat important charge; and too nar- 
ron minded likewiſe to feel his own conſequence and to a0 with 4 temper 
fuitable to it. And yet it was Tuch : a man who under his maſter 8 name car- 


fied every thing with a bigh band, and enjoyed an uncontroled influence 
all- over the Empire of Hindoſtan. In conſequence of fo much incapacity 


on one ſide, and fo much flock and ſupineneks on the other, enmities gained 


2 


daily ground, and daily fuel was added to attentive rancour: and theſe en- 


* 


mities in their conſequences roſe to ſuch an amazing height as to overtop 


che ſublime columns of the Tin imurian throne, which they cruſhed down at 
Lift under their weight, involving in its down-fall the families of the two 
Seids which they demoliſhed entirely, and "vkimarly akering che very 
conſtitution of the Empire. * | | : 
Ar laſt Emir-djemlab and the Emperor with ſome 8 who expeRted 
great things from him, conttived, or at leaft thought they had contrived, a 
ſcheme for parting the two brothers, , whoſe union and preſence had become 


-— 


formidable. It was propoſed to Hoſlei in-aaly-khan, the youngeſt, to undertake 
an expedition againſt Rad) ja Adet- ſing- Thator, a powerful Hindoo Prince, 
who ſince the de:niſe of the Emperor Aorengzib, had aſſumed great airs of inde- 
pendence, and had been guilty of ſome unwarrantable actions, ſuch as demo- 
E Moſques in order to raiſe idol-temples on their ruins; and all that in 
Pa. the 


Scheme for 
parting two the 


Hoſſein-aaſv. 
khan, under- 
takes an expes 
dition Againit a 


Geatoo Prince. 
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the very middle of Qodeipoor, his capital. Such exceſſes had neceſſity N 
paſſed unnoticed during the whole reign. of Babadyr-ſhah, who being eternally 


2 


involved in civil wars, or buſy | in deſtroying. the Syks, bad no attention te to 


se en 


C, age for lo inferior an objett: for the Syks f om ＋  Frarernity of mendicanty 


had in his kn: become a whole, army of Bandities, which ruined and deſo- 
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lated che whole province of Labor. Hoficia- -aaly; khan, who was fond of 
glory and military achievements, Gon cloſed with the propoſal, and he ſet out | 


"FEF3 i] 


at the 7 7 of a numerous well appointed army, followed by a train of arillery, 


well ferred (66). Being arrived! in che Radha' 8 country, he found him gone 


into p difficult mountainous uad, where be had conceale.l h'- - family, t exſures, | 


7 * - 
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and even troops, having n never thought himſelf a much for H powerful an ar- 
my; but what i is fingular, | and ſtrongly charafteriſes the genius of the Coun, 
is, that the Hindoo Prince was actuall receiving letter from the capital, f in 
which the Emperor exhorted him to ſtand en bis 8 and to cruſh his 


9 - + - 


im mpotent ky rations, thought It 1 80 more e expedient. to come to terms, 0d 
al 75 

to obtain a pardon; ;. nor would he have obtained It eaſily, if at all, had not 

HofTcin. ally Khan, at this ery time, received intelligence, that the jealous 


| and envious of his fan. il yy had layed! hold of the opportunity. afforded by his aba 


ſence to ſpread a ſnare for entrapping, and ſeizing, his edler brother, Abdob 


lah- khan. © The latter, who had no certain intelligence, but who ſuſpected 


miſchief, ſent letter after letter to requeſt his brother J immediate afcendapce. 


4 "'{ 


Theſe leners having, rendered Hoſſein n exceedingly. anxious, he 


thoughs, it beuer to liften to che Radjab 8 applications, and to grant him ſame 


— 


(66) ne expreſſion of an Artillery wel- lerved, is fou SOUL d bu Abh.; 1 hk 
to miſlead.an European reader : For, although Artillery has in India, no leſs.thag fit e- thouſand. years of hiſtori- 
cal aatiquity, well atteſted, (fire arms being-expr-My forbidden by one of their Saints and Leg fators, who rote 
two-thouſand years before Chriſt) and guns, made of iron-hoops, but of great antiquity, have | been found in vag 
rious places in India; yet it is certain, that artillery had fallen into difufe long before the arrival of Europe-ns 
in India., and that it is from them that the Indians have learned to correct the, aug ward cumberſomnęſs qt their 
carriages as well as their ignorance n the'ſervice' of cannun ; ws berate, as Vein ad Ways and feveral Prince 
9 2 5 now an 0 LINE we.l mounted 09 ATI - 
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terms 
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nd: —— chat e (nd dend h n 170 Humble HBAs tis 
faher's'natne; befbre the Imperial Gerkrul, atid allo forward bis ent ghter 
to the os ih with a large ſum of money, and a 8 of pre- 


ſents. * U a x15 "$1 887 2 28 I if e, AA A Nen 
HosssiN-AAL Y-KBHAN | e an end to this 8 prevail | 


to the capital, where his preſence could not Hail of naiſing a freſty ferment; For 
as tlie two brothers; in conſequence of their emoying the two higheſt offices 
of the empire, poſſeſſed an unbountled influence in every affair, civil, and 
military; and Emir- dʒemlah, on his fide, -who wanted to render them odious, 
and to conciliate che favour of the pbblic; was making it a point to uſe Muck. 
dess and diſpatch in whatever application was madecto him: For (beſides his 
being Keeper ot the Emperor's Private Signet (67) he: bag ſo far engroſſed his 
maſter 's affection, chat the latter had declared more ttan once, in full Dur. 
bar, or, in full Court, that, En r. giemlab's Tongue und Manual: Sign, "were 


Ferob-ly.r's Tongue and Mazual Sn: NA Enir-djeralah;:fay;-foond'ſornuch 


his account im forwarding the'peopl:;'s buſineſs, he was therefore eye. ſ I 
to the Vezir, Abdollah- Khan, or, rather, to Lis miniſter, Rotan-chund;who; 
ſoon as he could diſcover Emir-djcmlah's finger in any thing, or his ſignet in 


any patent, was ſure of ſetting it aſide wichout ever letting it paſs the ſeals; 


whereas; whdever-made a ſuitable preſent to himſelf; and another to his maſter; 


was certain of carrying his point, ani that too wich diſpatch. Such a conduct 


could not fail to ſet daggers in che Emperor's heart; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, chat chis man had conceiv ed ſuch high notions of himſelf, both on ac- 
count of his immenſe wealth, and the unbourded influence of his maſter's, Vat 
he had: become of an infolence-inlerable, which rendered bim a 2222 to- 
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A Emperor, beſides his Broad Sem. SS 8 al leſſer ones, which are in Th cus _ of a prop: r officers 
| always a u. an 'of importance; and one of them is likewiſe eat. uited to a Lady of the Seragho.The !aſt of theſe 
is carried by the Emperor himſelf, and it is ne f nis rings, containing. his name and that of his fa her, upon 3 
; Kone, or piece of met il f one quarter of an n h ſq are. The Broad 5:a', and t ef: are two, one round and n2. 


qu ey are {uli two inches or two, inches and a half Anetar, and contain in beaut. ul cl ces, the Imp 


Rame and ditle., with the name of his I- ther. 


pic 


Fatal jealous 
fies between the 
Emperor's favo- 
rite and his Ow 
muuters. 
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2 for both obloquy and reſentment : the more ſo, ci Emir» 
h's: difpatch and acceſſibleneſs, as full of deſign and craft, a6 
Fey It. odious 0 both brothers.. Au, 231 ths 12's eien 35 . n 901 
Elz -L JUMLAH on his fide, was perpetually dropping in the + TIM | 
preſence, words and expreſſions, all which had a tendency. to depreciate the 
two brothers whom he thought his duty to repreſent, as overbearing, and of 
ſuch a conduct and deportment, as ſeemed highly undutiful, and ſtrongly ſa- 
voured of independence: Moreover, he reflected, how and then, upon their 
abilities, as vholly una dequste to the High poſts they pretended to fill. It was. 
vpon ſuch and che like inſinuations, that the Emperor had become ſo ſuſpicious 
and fearſul, that he had formed the plan of ſeiſing Abdollah · Khan's perſon; and 
it v as on that account chat he had put himſelf on the footing of coming often out 
of the Citadel ſometinies under pretence of a hunting; and ſometimes under that 
of taking ani airinig in choſe delightful ſeats that adorn the ſuburbs, and eſpeci- 
ally in Mohſen-Khan's garden (68); but although he had the cunning to vary 
his pretences and ſchemes, he was too undecided and too faint-hearted to 
bring any orie to bear; nor did all his contrivances produce any other 
effect, than that of heaping averſion upon averſion, and rancour upon 
rancour. But what is ſingular, and yet is univerſally reported, the Empreſs 
mother herſelf, out of regard to the oath ſhe had taken upon the Coran at 
Azimabad, and out of ſcruples of conſcience, had more than once given 
the two brothers ſecret en what was * t * them. 
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(68) The gardens and ſeats in the environs of the capital, as well as thoſe all over India, without exception 
are free and open to all the world ; and any one may give entertainments there, or paſs ſeveral days in any of 
them with bis family. A garden or ſeat with keys, (and locks and there are ſome that are magnificent,) is what 
an Indian has no conception of. What mean thele fiengis with their ſeats and gardens always ſhut up, uſe to ſay 
the bindoſtanies, when they chanced to go to Calcutta. This freedom of Gar and ſeats, (which by the bye 
are all rea'y furniſhed and attended by a number of ſervants) is ſo im r in the Indian minds, that 
Mubarec-ed-d68la, the nominal Navvab or King of Bengal, happening to d unexpeRedly by water at his 
ſeat of Sadyc-bagh, ſtruck at once to the left, on hearing that a gentleman was amufing himſelf and friends 
With a natch,) that is with the performance of a number of Dance-women. The gentleman having got up and pre 


par ng to get away, received h's complimegts with a requeſt to go on Ne ne ay = there. was 
Plenty of room ſor two and for many more. 


Ir 
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62d was "my circumſtances di Hoffelh-aaly-khan ſüppucnted from the 
Emperor the Viceroyalty of Devan. Not that he intended to Lepair him- 


ſelf thithet: 


3 che immenſe emoluments of ſo rich a gorernment, 1 wotlld enable him 
keep his footing at court 5\far his intention was only to fend thither as 


nothing was further from his thoughts! he expected only 


1 Liemenant, the famous Dägd-Khan-pëni, who wag to retiun bim the ſamie 
contribution, Which he uſed to pay to lis late lord, Zolficar khan. This was 
che very reverſe of What the Emperor and his fivorite intended; 2 


reckoned that he would repair to thoſe rich; but very diſtant coutities, and 
leave bis brother alone. This could not ſuit Holleta-aally Khan, who 
thought 1 it very improper to leave his brother alone expoſed to all the feſene- 


ment of the Emperor and to all the machinations of his Miniſters. Such 
_ a difference im opinion having given vent to a number of pes ih exprellic ions, 


full fraught with haughtineſs and reproach, matters at once ſhoot-up to 
ſuch a height, that the two brothers henceforward abſtained from cott and 
alſo commenced fortyfying their quarters, which they filled with troops. The 


Emperor on hearing of chis, ſent for 


Emir-Djemlah , Mahmed-amin-khan; and 


os | : 22 | 9 1 OS - 8 „ Faro V1 0 
Qhando8ran, and ſome others, with whom he was holding Councils every 


day and. every night, without coming to any determination; for he was 


ſo irreſolute and ſo faint-hearted, that he could put nothing in execution. 
Mean while the report of theſe diſſentions being ſpread far and near, oc- 


caſioned ſuch a dearth of all kinds of eatables iH the capital, chat inhabitants - 


as well as travellers found it difficult to ſupport life, although letters and 


meſſages were continually, paſſing and repaſſing on that ſubject e 


the Emperor and the two brothers; and God knows how far the diſtreſſes 
of the poor had been carried, had not the” Empreſs-mother been ſo 
affected by what ſhe heard of their mul Erics, that ſhe came out of the palace, 
and went to pay W 4 to Abdollah-khan, on whoſe mind ſhe gained enough 
to engage him to be reconciled to the Emperor, on condition, , that the two 


brothers 


Hoſſ-in aaly- 
k han obtains the 
Vlceroyalty of 
Dean. 


The diſſen · 
tions between 
the Emperor & 
the two br 
thers, accaſi 
a ſcarcity ua the 
capital. 
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Y brothers, on going to pay him-cheir-ref} pefts, ſhould have fili permiff on to 


take for their own ſafety ſuch precautions as they IS ould deem ſufficient 21 after 


which they.ſhould attend at cout as heretofore, The treaty having had its füll 


execution, ihe two brothers appeared before ihe Emperor, implored tis for- 


© | giveneſs forthe errors of their paſt conduct, and biuerly ecmnplained of certain 


ſuggeſtions/ and inſinuations that filled his Iinperial breaſt with ſuſpicions, 
and eſtranged his Princely mind from them, his zealous and faithful ſervants: 
Grown wary with the.opcaſiony ap both looſeried their ſabres e their s 


1 — * * * 


— | adreſs: « «IF 1 we ie . EAA are our two a and there are two 
em to the Em- 
peror. | 


« Swords ; or if remembrance of our paſt ſervices ſhould render our execu- 
cc tion unwelcome, pleaſe to diveſt us of our offices, antl to diſmiſs us altoge- | 
« ther from your ſervice, chat we may be at leiſure to take a journey to the 
e houſe of God; in order to heap honors upon our heads ty: viſitingthe tomb 
CT of the Prince of men (our glorions Anceſtor, on whom be peace for ever)! ! 
ce or if your Majeſty chuſes to draw ſome further ſervices from us, and to 
« keep us near your ſacred perſon, vouchſafe, great fire, to diſmiſs your 
e ſuſpicions, and ceaſe to liſten to the ſuggeſtions of a ſet of covetous, 
te envious, deſigning tale: tellers, that are perpetually aiming at the lives 
cc of ſuch faithful ſervants as we, without once minding how much blood 


« we have ſpent in the Imperial cauſe. Be reconciled, great fire, to theſe your 


le two approved ſervants, and ceaſe to harbour ſentiments equally repugnant 


eto that ſenſe of gratitude, ſo natural to generous minds, and to the ſta - 
© bility of an agreement conſecrated by the moſt tremendous oaths,” . 
Tuis ſcene ſeemed to have affected the Empetor, and it produced 
amomentary reconciliation : After many conferences i it was agreed, that the only 
way to put an end to ſuggeſtions and difſentions, was to part the two adverſa- 
ries. Emir-djemlah was ordered to quit the court, and to repair to Azimabad, 
che 89 ernment of which was Siren him for an honorable exile; and Hoſ- 
ee en Khan 


N 1 A A E R IN 


| n agreed to ſet out for his Vietroyalty of Decan, * nothing but 


his preſence could curb the refraQtory of thoſe countries, and quiet thoſe that had 


ſubmitted. - This agreement which ſatisfied both parties, was not much re- 

liſhed by Emir-djemlah, who thought himſelf facrificed to the reſentment of 
the two brothers; whereas in reality, the whole intent of it on the part of the 
Emperor, was to encreaſe his favorite's means of power, and alſo to exaſpe- 
rate his mind. | Hoſſein-aaly-khan's patent at the ſame time was drawing up. 
and orders were iſſued to the Governors of provinces and fortreſſes in all thoſe 
parts; to all commanders, and to all crown-officers throughout the fix and a 
half Soobadaries or provinces of Decan, in whatever ſtation they might be; to 
ſubmit to the new Viceroy and to be henceforth obedient to his commands. 


Two letters of recall were likewiſe dif; patched, one to Chin-kylydj-khan-nizam 


-e-mulk, Viceroy of Decan, with orders to quit his office, and to repair to 
the preſence; and the other, to Di8d-khan-Peni, Governor of G8djrat, re- 
quiring him to repair to Boorhanpoor, there to wait the new Viceroy's arri- 
val, whoſe commands he was to obey. But this was only the oſtenſible letter: 


a ſecret, buta ſtrong one, was at the ſame time conveyed to him, enjoining him 


to lay in wait with a ſtrong army at Boorhanpoor, Where he was to ſpare no 


means to deſtroy Hoſſein-aaly-khan and his troops, as in that caſe, he would 
himſelf be appointed Viceroy in his ſtead, and become a proper object for far- 


ther favors and diſtinctions. It was after diſpatching theſe ſecret inſtructions, 


that theEmperor thought of celebrating his nuptials with Adjet-ſing's daughter, 
as we ſhall ſoon relate; but as Da8d-khan-Peni is going to cut ſo great a fi- 
gure in our hiſtory, it will not be out of its place to inſert here an idea of his 
perſon and character, by giving ſome account of che diſturbances and troubles 
to which his impudence and partiality had given occaſion berween i the Mu- 
eie and Hindoos of Ahmed - abad, his capital. 
Ix the ſecond year of that officer's adminiſtration, which was u rei the 


fi of the Emperor's, it happened that in the night, in which the Gentoos 
a | Q | | 3 - have 
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have it in cuſtom to burn their H8ly (69), one of them was going to per- 
form that rite in his own houſe-yard, a ſmall part of which appertained to. 
ſome Muſulmen's houſes, when theſe laſt objected to it. The Hindoo hav- 
ing pleaded that every man was maſter in his own houſe, payed no regard to 
the objection, and burned his H8ly. The very next day, the Muſulmen taking 

advantage of the Hindoo's plea againſt himſelf, brought a cow within that 
very yard, and killed her with intention of eating in common, and diſtri- 
buting ſome victuals to the poor, as it was the day of the demiſe of the 
crown of created things (70). This action brought upon them all the gen- 
60s of that quarter, who having overpowered the Muſulmen, put them to 
flight, and obliged them for their lives to conceal themſelves in their houſes, 
The-Gentoos tranſported by a religious fury ſought out the butcher who had 
ſlaughtered the cow, and on not finding him, they dragged his ſon, an in- 
nocent youth of fourteen, into that very yard, and flaughtered him in atone- 
ment for what they deemed a ſacrilege. Vas Muſulmen ſhocked at ſuch a 


** ” — 
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(69) As it is impoſſible to draw any lights from either the common Hind8s, who know nothing but the bark of 
their religion; and from the higher claſſes or tribes, which are of a ſhyneſs unconquerable on that ſubject, we 
ſhall content ourſelves with ſaying Tomething of the H8li of the Gentoos, without diving into what it was in- 
tended to be. It is properly the Carnaval of India, where the populace, extremely modeſt and reſerved at all 


times, becomes licentious in thoſe three days, and do and ſay what they pleaſe. At the third day at about noon 
they roll tbemſelves in the duſt naked, and throw handfuls of it at each other. At about two o'clock in the 


moraing they make a bonfire of whatever combuſtibles they can lay hold off, and this is called burning the H81;, 
The ceremony of throwing handfuls of duſt is ſo ſacred with the Gentoos, that eyen an Enghſhman, that divr 
nity on earth, would not be exempted from it. -One of them who was freſhly landed from Europe, and knew 
nothing of this ceremony, was approached with many bows and many excuſes, by two whole ſcores of thoſe 

| naked men, and two. handfuls of duſt were, not thrown, but put, in a corner of his Palenkin. The Eng- 
liſhman confounded at what he ſaw, was aſking what they meant? don't be angry, my Lord, ſaid two of them, 
it is our cuſtom, we grow mad theſe three days. But his dog, who comprehended as little as his maſter a 
what he was ſeeing, having grumbled, and barked angrily, one of the two ſpeakers made him a ſalam, and 


told him in a reſpectful page, tone of voice: do not be angry, my JO it is our cuſtom ; it is our cuſtoms 
we mean no harm. ; 


hs (70) There was an enormuos malice in this actien of the Muſſulmen: For beſides that, 1 a amal part of 
the yard belonged to them, they certainly” could Kill an ox as well as a cow : but by the by, the latter is not 
cuſtomary; and as the killing of a cow in a Gentoo's houſe, renders it uninhabitable for him ever after, and ex- 
poſes him, as well as all the by ſtanders, to the pains of hell, unleſs they be redeemed by a Whole life in pils 


grimmages, and a whole fortune in alms, the whole family becomes polluted, and ip/o facto interdicted aqua et ig 
a among all. the Gentoos. In one word, it was for ever excluded from ſociety ; ; and the whole ge partook 
, ; | of the pollution, The Crown. of created ſubſtances 1s, Mahommed. 


"ho | Sight | 
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ſight, ſet-up a general hue and cry throughout the city, and drew after them, 


not only multitudes of the Muſulmen inhabitants, but likewiſe ſome thou- 
ſands of Di8d-khan-Peni's Afghan ſoldiers; and all theſe repaired to the 


Cazy or Supreme Judge's lodgings. The Judge, who did not chuſe to med- 
dle in an affair where he knew that the Governor had taken ſide with the 


Hindoos, ſhut his door in their faces. This could not but incenſe the Mu- | 


ſulmen, who carried away by their own prejudices, or poſſibly directed un- 
der hand by the Cazy himſelf, demoliſhed and burned his gate, and having 
taken the magilſtrate's perſon amongſt themſelves, as if to authoriſe their ac- 
tions, they proceded to ſet fire to the ſhops in the market-place, and to as 
many Hindoo houſes, as they met in their way; and they would have gone- 


on burning and deſtroying, had they not been oppoſed: by one Cop8r-chund, 


and eminent jewel-merchant, much in favour with the Governor, but a moſt 


violent zealot againſt the Muſulmen. This man ſeeing his own quarter in 


danger, armed himſelf and friends, ſhut the gate of his quarter, and put 


himſelf upon his defence. He placed muſqueteers on the gate, opened 


port-holes, and a fray enſued between the two parties, in which numbers of 


| lives were loſt. The tumult continued for ſome days, the ſhops were ſhut, 


throughout that great city, and buſineſs was at ſtand. When the tumult had 
fubſided, the Muſulmen who thought themſelves the aggrieved party , depu- 
ted three men of note to carry their complaints to court; and theſe were the ve- 
ry men that had been pected -upon before, to manage an accomodation be- 
tween the Muſulmen on one fide, and the Governor and Gentoos, on the other; 


to wit, Sheh-abdol-vahed, Sheh mahmed- aal) an eminent preacher, and Abdel- 


aaziz. Di8d-khan himſelf, who found his perſon compromiſed i in this affair, g 


deputed Cop8r-chund, after having put in his hand a S8rut-hal, or narra- 
tive of the whole diſturbance, ſigned by the governor, by the Cazy, by the 
commander in chief, and by all the crown officers, which certified that the 


Gentoos were not in the wrong, and that L Ihe Mulglmen were the aggreſſors. 
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But as ſoon as the three deputies were arrived at the capital, they. were all 
three caſt in priſon by Ratan-chund's management, a man zealous in his ſect, 
who found means to ſtiffe their complaints: And God only knows how long 
theſe innacent perſons had remained in priſon, had not Qhoacha-mahmed 
djaafer, the derviſh or religious, chanced to bear of them, and concerned 
himſelf in their unhappy caſe. This perſonage was no leſs a man chan a 
brother to Qhando8ran, one of the principal lords of the court: a pious man, 


| who devoted to the love of God, had renounced the world and lived retired; 


It was in his retreat that he heard of Ratan-chund's cruel partiality ; and 
from thence that he requeſted his brother to get thoſe unfortunate per- 
ſons, releaſed. So great a favour made ſuch an impreſſion upon one of them, 

namely on Sheh-mahmed aaly the Viez or preacher, that from that moment 
he attached himſelf to his benefactor ; and as it was cuſtomary for a number of 
public ſingers and comedians to affemble in his retreat, and in the effuſions of 
their ardent zeal, to fing verſes in honor of the crown of created things and of 
his twelve deſcendants, to the unſpeakable delight of the illuſtrious holy man; 
the preacher who naw was become a frequenter of that retreat, made it a prac - 
tice, after he had done preaching, to ſay a few ſentences in honor of the meſ- 
ſenger, and then to launch out in the praiſes of the twelve Imams or Pon- 


tiffs, his pious deſcendants: a novelty which was likely to excite commotions 
in the capital, but which however excited none, as we ſhall ſhortly mention: 
our buſineſs at preſent being to ſay a few words about the Emperor's nuptials 
with his intended bride, the daughter of the Hindoo Prince Radja-adjelt- 
fing (71). Her father in diſmiſſing her, had put in her hands a number of 
important papers which ſhe was to deliver to the Emperor, namely the letters 
and order he had received for oppoſing and deſtroying Hoſſein-aaly-khan by 
any means in his power. Whether during that nobleman's journey to court, 


(71) The Emperors of Hindoſtan have it in cuſtom to take to their bed two or three Gentco Princeſies, darg 
ters of the four moſt potent Radjah's of Hinoſtan, namely, of thoſe particular families that have in antient times 
poſſeſſed the throne. The ceremony of their reception amounts only to this, that they are made to pronounce: 
the Mahomedan profeſſion of faith on their entrance into the ſeraglio, and receive Mahometan names. 


0 OT. 
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or during the Ranie's or Gentoo Princes's reſidence in his palace; it is certain 


that Hofſein-aaly-khan found means to get ar theſe papers, and alſo to quiet 
the inquietude, which the Ranie felt on finding that they had been in his hands. 


Theſe papers of courſe were produced by the two brothers to the Emperor, 


who made an apology for them, when his mother managed an agreement 
between her ſon and them. This explanation having put an endao-the diſ- 
ſentions and dif] putes, and peace having been further confirmed by Emir- 
djemlah's being exiled from court, the Emperor thought of celebrating his. 
nuptials with the Rani, as it had been agreed, that after that ceremony ſhould 
be over, Hoſſein- aaly-· qhan would ſet out for his Viceroyalty of Decan. 
Tux Emperor therefore layed his commands on his houſchold-officers for 
making the neceſſary preparations for that ſolemnity, and they. in a hort 
time performed their buſineſs. But this not ſatisfying Hoſſein-aaly-khan 
who thought his honor concerned, as the Princeſs had been brought to court 
by his means, bad been all this while lodged in his palace, and might 
be deemed: his adoptive daughter; he made it a point to give that ſolemnity 
all the magnificence and all that ſplendor for which Hindoſtan is famous; 
and he made ſuch preparations both for the. bride and the bride-groom. as! 
exceeded all that had even been heard in the capital, as well as all that had 
been. done for the greateſt Radjahs and Kings of Decan, or for even the 
magnificent Emperors of Hindoſtan. The furniture, jewels and illumina- 
tions ſurpaſſed by much. any thing that had. been done. by the Emperor 
himſelf. As foon as night came: on, an infinity of. fixes and imitative ſtars. 


threw out at once ſuch a blaze as ſeemed to diſpute of preeminence with the 


ſtary hoſt of the firmament, and to reproach it with its inferior twinkling : 
Whilſt the artificial parterres, by the variety of their colours, and the differ-- 
ent ſhades of their hues, gave the. beholder an idea of the celebrated gardens 


of 


Magnificent 
preparatives 
made by one of 
the two bro- 


thers, on the ſo- 
lemnity of the 


Emperor's nup « 
tials, with a 
Hindoo Prin- 
ceſs. 
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of Irem ( 110 Pleaſures and ſhews of all ſorts, as well as ſplendid entertain- 


ments, followed each other with ſo uninterrupted a profuſion, that the lowelt 


man in the city could partake of them, as well as the higheſt ; and ſurpriſe, de- 
light, and hilarity, would run after every one of the ſpectators, like ſo many 


beings put in motion by ſome” animal inſtinet. Such were the throngs and 


the croivds of attendance, and ſuch the concourſe of ſpectators, that the ſtreets. 


and markets of ſuch an immenſe city, ſeemed to have become narrower, and 


each of them more uneaſy than the heart of a lover in deſpair; and, on the 
other hand, pleaſure and) joy were enlivening every face with ſuch a bloom of 
florid freſhneſs, that the flowers of che gardens were ſtung with the pangs of 
envy, and roſes felt themſelves ſeated on the thorns of jealouſy. At laſt, 
after ſeveral days of ſo animated a ſcenery, the Emperor attended by his whole 
Court, repaired to a noble hall of Hoſſein- aaly-Khan's palace, where an illuftri- 
ous aſſembly was waiting for him; and the reading of the marriage ritual hav- 
ing cloſed the ceremony, the Emperor took his bride in his own cortege, and 
in the middle of a muſick, whoſe delightful ſounds filled the air with gladneſs, 
he haſtened to his Imperial habitation. It was on a N the 22d of 
! in the year of 1127 of the © as 

' Wno would have thought that ſuch a ſcene of pleaſure and delight, would 
have been followed at once by religious diſturbances ? Sheh-abdollah, a divine 


| of Note, from MSltan a having come to the capital on ſome particular bu- 


buſineſs, took his abode near the cathedral, where he often preached to crow- 


ded audiences, with whom he ſoon acquired ſo much celebrity, that the very 
paſſages to that Moſque were always thronged. Once he went to pay aviſitto 


Qhoadja-djafter, that religious nobleman, of whom we have already ſpoken ; 


and on yg that ſome of the larter” 8 followers and diſciples always ſalut- 


6 3 4 —— 
—— — — — 
: — : TT l 
4 


6 1 Gardens once 0 in a ſouthern part of Yaman or Arabia Flix, and which were deſtroyed a thou- | 
ſand years before Mahomet, by a very ſtrange accident for Arabia Land, to wit, an innundation. The dyke 


that contained a vaſt natural reſervoir, formed by theſe mountains, giving way at once, ſwept away the very 
ſoil of the Gardens. | | 
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ad him with a proſternation, in which they kiſſed the ground; and alſo, that. 
the Comedians and Singers, who frequented that holy retreat, made it a 
. practice to fing verſes in honor of the Mefſſenger's Immaculate Spirit, and chat 
of his facred offspring ; he was ſcandalized ; and he recaarked: © that profterna- 
« ſternation was appropriated to God Almi gliy alone, and of courſe, unlaw- 
= ful and indecent for any other: That to liſten to ſongs and verſes i in mat- 
«© ters of religion, „was reprobated and forbidden: And that to content 
« one-ſelf with a few praiſes in honor of the crown of created things, in 
a order to launch out in the praiſes of his deſcendants, without ſaying a 
vs word of his venerable four ſucceſſors, was repugnant to the Principles of 
Muſſulmaniſm.“ Qhoadja-djafter anſwered , that as religious perſons as well as 
their followers acknowledge the Omnipreſence of no being exiſting, but that of God 
Almighty, It was impoſſible that they *ſhould pay a profternation 10 any other 
being ; and of courſe, impoſſible that their Directors ſrould connive at ſuch a prac- 
tice; but that at any rate, nen, robo, tranſported by the extacies of their zeaz, 
fancied every where preſent the object of their adoration and love, and therefore 
proſtrated themſelves on that ground, and kiſſed it devoutly, would not be likely to 
 pive over their praftice upon any one's repreſentations : and if that were the caſe, 
how could he prevent it; and where was his JOS in not ane 4 Feb to it He 
ended by theſe verſes: 


The traveller, the friend at your ſide, and your neighbour, are all his: 
«© Whether in the beggars rags, or under the gold-cloth of kings, they are all his; 
* Whether divided by diſtance, or aſſembled under one roof, 
% They are all his, indeed they are all his.” 


« As to the finging of the comedians, aud the verſes of public fingers, theſe people 
ſug nothing but what they have learned from their maſters; nor do Ichuſe to in- 
terfere in their finging, it being no buſineſs of mine. As to your own part, 
if 88 know 7 any en in praiſe of the four. Lerds 4 73 2 do impart them to 5 


—— 


* This was an 3 requeſt, worthy of a aan Syah : For, were as the Syahs have an infinity 
of Verſes in praiſe of Aaly, and his two ſons, &c., the Sunnies reprobate all Verſes on that ſubject, and content 
themſelyes with only mentioning in ſome of their Prayers, the names of the four Lords, (every. one of whom 
Rad either protected Mabomet or ſaved his * with wy the addition of greeting and peace be unto them. 
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people; that they may fing them; and that it _ become a practice for then at all 
times, and in all places. 
* | | T x1s anſwer could not ſatisfy Sheh-abdollah, who 8 ſuſpecting chat 
| | | | : | | it could not have come out but from a man inclined to the Shyah ſect, went 
i4 away diſcontented ; and on his next ſermon-day, he reflected on Qhaadja-djaf- 
fers words, as favouring of Shyiſm, and condemned them openly. He add- 
ed ſome invidous affertions : « For inſtance, that Aaly Morteza, ſon of Aab$. 
ce taalub, was not within the cloak (74): That it was improper to call him a 
Seid; and that the expreſſion of five pure bodies (7 5) was contrary to the prin- 
« ciples of Sunniſm; for, whoever ſhould admit, the ſame would thereby give 
san implied excluſion to the three other Lords, as not being equally pure. 
He added ſeveral words and expreſſions, all tending to depreciate the 
Imamite ſect; and he ſeemed to aim at caſting reflections and firic- 
tures upon its tenets and practices. Qhaadja-djafter, on hearing of that ſer- 
mon, ſent him word, that to drop ſuch expreſſions from the pulpit, ꝛbas diſſonant 
from the current belief, and repugnant to the cuſtom and uſages of the Sunni ſect, 
| and might poſſibly give ofence, and excite diſſentions: That ſhould he chuſe to 
| come. ta his humble cottage, or tg any cther place, where a number of hea per- 
| ſons might be aſſembled, he flattered himſelf that the trouble he would be put-to 
| would not be without its advantage, as he might thereby find an opportunity of 
| having his doubts tryed by the rules of reaſoning and the authority of tradition: For, 


1 
l : — 


q in that caſe, they would be referred to the 0 approved writings of the Sunni ſect, 
| | and to ” js holy IS 


' 1 — 


a 
—_ — — —_— 


| * Aaly is called the MSrtera or Agreeable, becauſe, beſides Mohamet, he is the only man living menti- 

| oned in the Coran. As to that obſcure expreſſion of the cloak, it refers to this ſa&t. It is reported that the 
Chriſtians of Medina, (who however were the firſt proſelytes of Mahomet's Princ 'ples) having challenged the 

| Meſſenger to perform ſome prodigy; and their chief having on his ſide offered to perform one, envelopped 

| | himſelf in his cloak, in the open field. The Meſſenger did the ſame on his part; but it was remarked, that he 

| took. within it only his daughter Fatemah, and her two ſons, Haſſen and Hoſſein, to the excluſion of Aaly, their 

| father. He then commenced an invocation of the name of God, upon which the Chriſtian defiſted from his chal- 

| 


WOW | 
(75) The ratios cies By ace infos 1 oath. 1 isan invocation, nen in fag, 


an in theſs words: Pandj-aten-pacy which is a corruption of Pandj-ten-pac. Tas 
Lp | 115 
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Tuts meſſage was received with expreſſions of 0 and reſent- 
ment; and a few days after, a multitude of young thoughtleſs men, of 
an Iranian extraction (76), having afſembled at the cathedral in ſer 
time, placed themſelves full in the preacher's face, with their beads and 


Amulets of Kerbella clay before them (77), uſing at the ſame time ſome 


threatening expreſſions and geſtures : This was reſented by two or three 
thouſand of his followers; all of the: Sunni ſect, who ſuſpecting this ſcene 
to have been concerted by Qhoadja-djafer, and; the whole intended againſt 
their preacher's ſafety, took fire at once, and falling upon the young men 
with reproaches of impiety and blaſphemy, they drove them out of the 
Moſque: And this affair was likely to end there; but an ill-fated Hindoo, 
who was a Military man of ſome character, and had come to hear the ſermon, 


having chanced to go out immediately after them (78), was remarked by ſome 


people, and in particular by one of the ſervants of the Moſque, who taking 
him to be one of thoſe that had juſt given ſo much offence, ran after bim with 
an intention to ſtop or kill him; but the man having turned round and killed 
his purſuer, he was ſoon overtaken by ſome others, who hacked him to pieces; 
nor would the multitude for three days together ſuffer his body to be tak- 
0 up, being in — to get ſome furtder 9 from ſuch as might 


(656) Although there are two or three provinces in Iran or Perfia, ſuch as lein, the Daghiſtan, and the 


Derghaſin &c. that follow the Sunni principles, nevertheleſs, th: bulk of the Iranians or Perſians, are of the 
Shyah ſe, whith they ſtyle Imami, as they adm t only of Aaly for Imam, Pon if or Succeſſor to Mahomet, to 


the excluſion of Ab8-becr, Omar and Oſman, who in fact have been the immediate ſucceſſors, and of courſe 


Pontifs. 
(77) This clay of Kervellab (the place where Hoſſein the idol of the Perſians has been ſlain, and is now 0 


ried) s naturally white, but being dyed green and baked, it aſſumes a.pale green colour ; and the Perſians make 
uſe of no other bead than thoſe of that clay: Moreov r, in their prayer; and their many proſternations, they lay 
their for2heads upon a piece of clay made for that purpoſe: It is two or three inches in diameter, and of a circular 
form, Wich the 85 ah profeſſion of faith ſtamped on one ſide, ſurrounded by the names of the twelve Imams, or 
Pontifs . The back part is itampe4 with the Pandj-ten-pack, or the name of the five pure bodies, which are, Ma- 
homme; his ſon-in-law and Colin, Aaly ; his daughter, Fatemah; and her two ſons, Haſſan and Hoſſein. 

Oy) Thoſe that are eternally accuſing the Mahometan religion of ha ing propagated its tenets by the ſword (and 
the very reverſe is truth) ought to come to India and ſee thoſe ſhoals of Gentoos that embrace it every day; and 
we may remember that on the Portuguſe landing in India for the firſt time at Calecot, where the Arabs 
were only merchants, they found that the reigning Emperor's father, (Peromul by name) ſovereign of the 
whole Malabar, had embraced the Mahometiſm and quitted his Crown to bp tak Mecca 


Where he died. 


R come 
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come to do him that office. Aſter this unhappy affair, ſome of the moſt zealous 
of the preacher's followers having found acceſs to ſome principal courtiers, and 
by them to.the throne, went in a body to the Emperor, and complained, that 
Qhoadja-Gjafer wanted to excite a ſchiſm in the Sunni ſect, ſimilar to that 
which had excited commotions in the reign of Bahadyr-ſhah, when that Prince 
attempted to introduce the words Aaly is Heir to God's Elect into the Mufful- 
man Profeſſion of Faith: And they added, that as ſomething till more ſerious 
ſeemed to be in agitation, it was better that the offender ſhould be command- 
ed to quit the capital. | ee 
ONE would hardly believe that ſo ſmall a commotion ſhould have excited 
ſuch heats in that immenſe city; for whereas it was heretofore! common enough 
to ſee profeſſed ſingers and others go ſinging about the ſtreets the praiſes of 
the pure and holy offspring; and numbers of even learned men uſed often to 
ſtop and to take a pleaſure in hearing their verfes and muſick; now matters 
became ſo much altered, that ſuch fingers were ſure of being hooted, and 
accuſed of impiety and blaſphemy. The Emperor on hearing of this new 
diſturbance, conſulted the Cazy Sheriat-ollah-Khan on the ſubject, as the 
moſt eminent divine that attended the Court. The theologian. anſwered 
that what Sheh-abdollah had ſaid would not ſtand the teſt of a con- 
5 frontation with the beſt treatiſes on the Sunni tenets; and that therefore it 
« would prove difficult to convict Qhoadja-djafer of heterodoxy; but as on 
«© the other hand it would be proper to put an end to this ferment, he gave 
* it as his private opinion, that the Qhoadja ſhould be requeſted to change 
* his abode, by retiring to the ſuburbs, the more ſo, as there would be nei- 
5 ther harm nor trouble in that.” This decifion was no ſooner rumoured 
about, than QhandoSran one of the principal Lords of the court, and a mi- 
niſter of ſtate, having ſent for the preacher, inquired of him what might be 
the ſubje& of his wiſhes in coming ſo far to the capital, and whether he had 


any commands for bim; And the preacher having anſwered accordingly, 
Quandogran 
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Quanda8ran diſpatched his buſineſs in a few days, and wiſhed him a proſpe- 


rous journey to M8ltan, his native country. At the ſame time he pay 
ed a reſpectful viſit to his holyneſs, Qhoadja-djafer, and in the courſe of a 


converſation on that ſubject, he ſupplicated in humble terms the Holy man's 


condeſcenſion, giving it as Hs private opinion, that if he would change his a- 


bode for a time, ſo far as to take his reſidence at the monument of Saint Ni- 


ꝛammed- din, in the ſuburbs, ſuch a conceſſion would effectually ſhut up the 


mouths of his opponents. In this manner the commotion which bore a 
threatening aſpect, ſubſided at once. It was high time; for very ſerious 
troubles were riſing in the northern parts of the Empire. 

In the year one thouſand one hundred and twenty- eighth of the Hedjra, 
that is in the fifth year of Feroh-ſyur's, a bloody action happened in the plains 
of the Pendjab, between the Sycs and the Imperialiſts, in which the latter 


commanded by Abdol-ſemed-khan, a famous Viceroy of that province, gave 


thoſe inhuman free-booters a great defeat in which their General Benda, fell in 
to the victor's hands. This barbarian, whom nature had formed for a butcher, 


truſting to the numbers and repeated ſucceſſes of thoſe other butchers he com- 


manded, had exerciſed upon the people of God cruelties that exceeded all be- 
lief, laying waſte the whole province of Lahor: fluſhed with victories, he had 
even aſpired to a crown; and we ſhall ſay ſomething of his hiſtory and perſon. 


He was a Syc by profeſſion, that is ohe of thoſe men attached to the tenets 


of G8r8-govind (79), and who from their birth or from the moment of 


their admiſſion, never cut or ſhave either their beard or whiſkers or any hair 
whatever of their body. They form a particular eie as well as a ſect, which 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf by wearing almoſt always blue cloaths (80), and going armed 
at all times. Theſe, when once admitted into that fraternity, never make any 


difficulty of mixing or communicating with one another, of whatever tribe or 


— — — 


(79) The words G8r8-govind may be rightly tranſlated by thoſe of Biſhop Govind. The Gentoos without 
coming to any particulars, make however a kind of confeſſion on viſiting their G8rs, and this always is done by 
proſtrating the whole body at full length on the ground, with the hands joined and ſtretched behind the head. 
. (80) It is true that they wear only a ſhort blue jacket, and blue longdraws : but they uſe likewiſe the yellow ' 
and the white 1 in their turbaats, as well as the blue, although by the 1 the latter is the veneral colour. ö 
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Some account 
of the Sycs, and 


+ eſpecially of 


Benda, their ac- 
tual leader; and 


of Nanec-thah, 
their patriarch. 
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5 clan or race they may have bꝛen hitherto; nor do they ever betray any thing | 
9 of thoſe ſcruples, precautions, and antipathies and cuſtoms (81), ſo deeply 
rooted in the Gentoo mind, whatever diverſity or oppoſition there may have 
kitherto been in their tenets, principles, or common way of life. This ſect or fra 
ternity, which ſpread itſelf far and near about the latter part of Aorengzib's reign, 
reckons for its inſtitutor a G8r8-govind, one of the ſucceſſors of ' Nanec-ſhah, 
the patriarch of the ſect; and here is what weknow of this Nanec-ſhah. He 
was ſon to a grain merchant of the Catri tribe; and in his youth he had been as. 
remarkable for a good conduct and a laudable character, as well as for the beau- 
ty of his face, and the ſenũibleneſ of bis repartees (82): Nor was he deſtitute of 
money. There was then in thoſe parts a Fakir or religious of note, called Stid- 
haſſen, a man of eloquence as well as wealth, who having no children of his 
own, and being ſmitten with the beauty of young Nanec, upon whom he chanced 
to caſt his eyes, conceived an affection for him, and charged himſelf with 
his education. As the young man was early introduced to the knowledge of the 
moſt eſteemed writings of the Muſulmen, and early initiated in tlie principles 


of 1 their moſt approved in (83) and ra ack he improved ſo 


* 1» 
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(81) Theſe ſcrupules and antipathies are ſo rooted, that even thoſe that become chriſtians at Pondichery and 
elſewhere, are not to be reaſoned with on that head. A Gentoo will abſtain not only from any thing prepared 
or even touched by an Eui opean, but even from his water-pot,. his knife, his cloaths; and hkewiſe from any 
thing prepared or touched by any perſon of a different tribe, or even by a perſon they are not familiar with, be 
he of their own tribe. The Brahmans alone or the Levitical tribe are out of this rule. They eat nothing but 
what they have themſelves prepared, but every other tribe deem it an honor and bleſſing to receive it at their 
hands; and hence the reaſon why Brahman cooks are in ſuch high repute. 

(82) The Muſulmen, and probably it is the deſcendants of thoſe ſo inhumanly nfed by the sye⸗ 8, tell ſtrange 
things of this ſurpriſing beauty of young Nanec's, and of the affection it kindled in his tutor's breaſt; and theſe 
things although ſo very incredible in England, would have nothing ſurpr iſing in India. The Sycs are fil-nt on that 
head, and bring Nanec at once from ths age of twelve to that of thirty, at which time he had followers. There 
is another religion, of very great pretentions in this world and of ſtill greater ones in the other, -which 

— very prudently leaps from the firſt year of its Patriarch to his twelfth, an then again, takes another mighty jump 
up to his fitieth year, where his hiſtory is cloſed : ſo important it is that the particulars of the ſpring, and ſum- 
mer, and even of the autum of a legiſlator's life ſhould be concealed by a venerable cloud of impenetrable obſcu 
rity, Of all the patriarchs, none has ever had his whole life written with any detail but Confu-tſe or Confucius, 

and Mahomet : this laſt, in the moſt circumſtantial detail that has ever exiſted. 

(83) The word Sophifrom which the Greeks have made jophos, has at all times, ſignified a wiſe man, contem- 
platif and virtuous; but as theſe people made it a point to wear nothing but woollen ſtuffs or camblets, called 
foffs all over Turky and Perſia, it is not impoſſible but the garment ſhould have communicated its name to the 
men. Hence there are in Engliſh ſuch words as black-friars and white friars; this much is certain, that one of 
the firſt, braveſt, and moſt virtuous Emperors of the ANSP was called or ſirnamed, /of: becauſe he wore no- 
thing but . It was Soltan-Morad, the firſt. | 


much 
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much in learning, and becatne ſo fond of his books, that he made it a prace 
tiſe in his leiſure hours, to tranflate- literally or virtually, as his mind promp- 
ted him, ſuch of thoſe maxims, as made the deepeſt impreſſion. upon his 
heart. This was in the idiom of Pendjab (84), his maternal language. 

Little by little he-ſtrung together theſe. loole ſentences, reduced them into 
ſome. order, and put them in verſes ; and by this time he had ſo far ſhaker 
off thoſe prejudices of Gentiliſm which he had imbibed with his milk, that 
he was become quite another man. His collection becoming numerous, it 
took the form of 0 book, Which was entitled Grent, and became ſo famous 
in the times of Soltan Babr, as to give celebrity to its author, who from that 
day was followed by multitudes of ſpectators or well wiſhers. This book is 


to this day held in ſo much veneration and eſteem: amongſt the Sycs, that. 
they never touch or read it, without putting on a ref; pectful air and poſture. 
And in reality, as it is a compound of what he had found moſt valuable in 
thoſe books which he had been peruſing, and it is written with warmth and 
eloquence, it has neceſſarily all the merits and attractions peculiar t to truth 
and ſound ſenſe. | 

In times of yore, the religious perſons of that "0 Could not be dif- 


ſtinguiſhed either in their garb or their uſages from the Mululmen fakirs; nor | 
is the difference eaſily perceptible even to this day. They live in communities 
both in villages and towns; and their habitations are called Sangats (8 5) 
where we always ſee ſome one that preſides over all the reſt. Nanec, their 
Patriarch left only two children, one of whom when grown-up, uſed to a- 
muſe himſelf with hunting and all the other pleaſures of high life; and in 
this he has been imitated by his deſcendents to this day, all of whom are re- 
puted beirs and partakers of his authority. The other ſon, having addicted 


himſelf to a religious lie, and taken up che garb of it, his followers have 
done che ſame, and look to all intents and purpoſes like ſo many Muſulmen 


pe —— 


(89) The Pendjcbi is a dialect of the Hindoſtany, but like all the languages of Hindoſtan, ſonorous, ſoft and 


melodious. | 
(85) The word Sangat, ſignifies, together and alſo fraternity” it comes from ſang which ſignifies with, as 


N Fakeer. 
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The Patriarch 


Nanecis not ſuc- *' 


ceeded by any of 


his children, but 


only by Angad 
his ſervant. 


the Emperor Aorengzib that theſe two men made it a practice to live by 


 Hindoſtan, beyond the Atec ( 88), with defenſe to him to croſs it 
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Fakirs. But what is ſtrange, Nanec- ſhah had not for his immediate 
ſucceſſor either the one or the other of his children, but only a ſervant of his, 
called Angad, who ſat on the patriarch's carpet with full authority (86). 
The ninth in ſucceſſion from this Angad was one Tygh-bahadyr (87), who 

was of ſuch an extraordinary character, as drew multitudes after him, all which | 
as well their leader went always armed. This man finding himfelf at the 
head of ſo many thouſands of people, became aſpiring; and he united his 
concerns with one Hafyz-aadem, a Muſulman Fakir, and one of thoſe that 
tiled themſelves of Sheh-ahmed-ſerhindi's fraternity. Theſe two men no 
ſooner ſaw themſelves followed by multitudes, implicitly addicted to their 
chief's will, than forſaking every honeſt calling, they fell a ſubſiſting by 
plunder and rapine, laying waſte the whole province of Pendjab: for whilſt 
Tygh-bahadyr was levying contributions upon the Hindoos, Hafyz-aadem 
was doing the ſame upon the Muſulmen. Such exceſſes having ſoon attrated 


the notice of the crown-officers, gazetteers and intelligencers, they wrote to 


plunder and ſac: in anſwer to ſuch an advice, the Em peror commanded the 
Viceroy of Pendjab, reſiding at Lahor, to ſeize theſe two miſcreants, and to 
ſend the Muſulman to the country of Afghans, quite up to the laſt limits of 


the C8r8ltiy or 'aſiemb'y : Choc-y-;ſha': live long. A ſhout that is, echoed by the reſt, but as a carpet four hundred 


(86) This right of ſiting upon another's carpet implies the right of ſucceding to his rights and authority; and 
this ceremony and expreſſion is ſpread all over the Eaſt, from whence it has been brought to the confines of Eu- 
rope, where we ſee the Crim-tartars uſing the ame ceremony. As the Khans of the Crim-tartars, as well as 
all the Tartarian Princes, deduce their pedigree from the famous conqueror Djenghis-khan, we ſee that when 
they intend to acknowl.dge a new Khan or King, they make him fit upon a ſmall carpet which has ſerved to that 
anceſtor of theuꝰs, and four men raiſing the carpet and the newſking as high as they can ſhout out in the middle of 


years old would not ſtand ſuch a teſt, it is always placed upon anew one. 
6 7) Tygh-bahadyr ſignifies a valiant blade. 


(83) This river, the Indus of the antient is the ſame as the Sind which paſſes at Bacar, and Tatta, and emp- 
ties itſelf by two mouths into the ſea, one of which is that of Divel. It bears the name of rc only in thoſe parts 
where ut ſerves as boundary to the Empire of Hindoſtan : for to-day as well as two thouſand years ago none 


could be ferried over without a paſs from the Governor of a ha Hence called Atec from the verb Atecna to 
9 or to be ſtopped | 


/ 


82 
again 
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again Nd pain of death. Tygh-babadyr, the other free-booter, he was to 


ſend prifoner to the caſtle of G8 aliar. The Governor executed his a 


pan Some days after here came an order to che Governor of G8a- 
liar, to put Tygh- bahadyr to death, to cut his body i into four quarters, and 
to hang them at the four. gates of the fortreſs: a ſentence which was literal- 
ly cxecited. But this execution was followed by mournful conſequences. 
Hitherto the yes had always worn the Religious garb without any kind of 
arm or weapon at all: but G8r8- -govind having ſucceeded to his father, 
diſtributed his numerous followers by troops, which he put under the command 
of his beſt friends, to whom he garqorders to provide themſelves with arms 
and horſes. As ſoon as he ſaw them accoutred and mounted, he commenced 
lundering the country, and raiſing contributions. But he did not go long 
unpuniſhed; the Fodjdars of che province joining together, fell upon thoſe free- 
booters, and ſoon diſperſed them; but G8r8-govind's two ſons having fallen 
alive in their hands, were put to death. The father's fituation was now become 
full as dangerous: hunted down every where like a wild beaſt, he retired to a 
ſtrong hold which ſecured his perſon for the preſent, but at the ſame time, 
precluded el aping to his country and family beyond Serhend; the coun- 
try betwixt being full of troops and garriſons. The man prompted by his 
critical ſituation, applied to the Afghan-mountaineers that live behind Serhend, 
and he promiſed them a large ſum of money, if they could contrive to carry 
him to a place of ſafety. A number of theſe accepted the bargain, and com- 
ing down from their mountains, they engaged him to let grow his beard, whiſ: 
kers, and every other hair of his body; and when they ſaw it of aproper length, 
they put upon him a ſhort blue garb like that uſed amongſt thoſe highlanders, 


brought him out of his ſtrong hold amongſt themſelves, and made him tra- 
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verſe the whole country, not only with perfect ſafety, but also with honour. | 


For whenever any one put any queſtion about this man which they payed fo 


much reſpeCt-to, uy would anſwer, that he was a Pir- z ada or Holy-man of 
\ their's, 
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a barbarity as had never had an example in India. They ſpared no Muſul- 


Emperor, (and it was the mild Bahadyr-ſhaw) ſnuddered on hearing of ſach 
atrocious deeds. He was obliged to ſend againſt thoſe barbanans not only the 


being ſtill purſued, he was encircled again by three Generals that had joined 


7 : * . temple 
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their s, the Pir-zadaof 8tch. G8 78 -govind having been ſo lucky as to extnicate | 
himſelf out of ſo great danger, conſerved the Afghan garb in, memory of that 
event; and be even made it henceforward the diſtinctive garb of his followers, 
no one of which could be admitted into it, unleſs his hair and beard proved 
of the proper length, and lus garbſof the proper pattern. But the loſs of his 
children had made ſo deep an impreſſion on his heart, chat he loſt his mind, 
fell in demence, and ſhortly after died of grief and ſorrow; he was ſucceeded 
by Benda, that butcher-likeman of whom we have ſ poken above. This inferna] 


man having afſembled multitudes of deſperate fellows, all as enthuſiaſts, and all 
as thirſty of revenge as himſelf, commenced ravaging the country with ſuch 


man, whether man or woman or child. Pregnant women had their bellies rip- 
ed open, and their chidren daſhed againſt their faces or againſt the walls. The 


troops of the province, but entire armies, and these too, commanded by Ge- 
nerals of Importance, ſuch as the Lord of Lords, Munaam-qhan, who at the 
head of thirty thouſand horſes encloſed that ſcelerate in the fort of I.8hgar, 
where he beſieged him. The man after having defended himſelf for ſome 
time, contrived to give him the flip by an expedient in which he ſhewed as 
much ſagacity and wiſdom as animal courage and proweſs. Nevertheleſs 


their troops together: It was Mahmed-amin-qhan, Aghyr-qhan,and Roſtem-dil- 
qhan; but his genius fertile in expedients, extricated himſelf again: Not that he 
made any ſtand before the Imperial troops; he hardly gave them an opportunity 
to ſee him: Perpetually on the wing, he kept out of their way, when having 
given them the flip, he ſuddenly allied forth at an oppoſite ſide, like 
ſome ſavage eſcaped from the hunter's nets, and then he put every thing 
to luc and ſword, maſſacreing every Muſulman, and deſtroying every 
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temple and evety Sepulchre of their's, which he could find; in fo much 
that his ravages and barbarities ſeemed to go on encreaſing; and ſack 


| was the ſtate of things, when Bahadyr-ſhah departed this life. His children, 
occupied in diſputes about the throne, had no attention to ſpare for Benda, 


ſo that his power became formidable at laſt. On Ferch - yur's acceſſion to the 
throne, Eſlem· Khan, Viceroy of Lahor, received orders to deſtroy thoſs 


| Free-bodters 3 but tlioſe free-booters defeated him totally in a pitched battle; 


and that Viceroy after loũng the greateſt part of his men, retired within 
Lahor wich his full meaſure of ſhame. Benda elated by ſo unexpected 
a ſucceſs, recommenced his barbarities with more fury chan ever. It was 
ſome time after this battle that Bayezid-khan, Fodjdar of Serhend, hearing 
of Benda's approach, thought it better to meet him half way; and he was 
encamped without the walls, when in the evening he retired: to a privats 
tent where with a ſmall congregation he was performing the afternoon pray» 
ers, when a Syc, as deſperate doubtleſs as any of Haſſan-ſaba's devoted 


young: men (89), having ereept under the wall of the tent, gave him x 


mortal ſtab, as he was proſtrating himſelf ; and in the confuſion and ſur- 
priſe: which enſued, he retired to his brethren without receiving any hurt. 


This piece of intelligence having ſoon reached the capital, the Emperor 


commanded Abdol-ſenied-khan,' a'T 8ranian Viceroy of Caſh mir, who en- 
tertained ſeveral thouſands of his Country- men, to march againſt thoſe ſce- 


lerates/; and” to encourage him in that expedition, the Emperor ſent him 


the patent of the government of Lahor for his ſon, Zecariah-Khan. This 


General, who ſince became ſo famous, had with him ſeveral thouſand troo- 


pers of his nation with ſeveral commanders of the higheſt diſtin&tion, ſuch” 


as Kamer-eddin-khan whom we ſhall ſee vezir-aazem i in the ſequel, Ma- 8 


1 — 
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(89) Haſſin Sirnamed Saba is the man known in the cruſades under the name of the old man of the mountains 


which is a bungling „ words Sheh-el-Djebal, the Prince of the hilly country. And as his devoted 
young men were called in A 


c Huaſſanin, or the Haſſanians, this word has given birth to the word Hallaſun or 
"I that ſigniſies a murderer, in ſix or ſeven languages of Europe. 


9 Mid amin Khan, 
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med · amin · Khan and Aghyr-Khan: they were at the head of their own 
troops, to which the Emperor added ſeveral bodies of his own — 
ſuch as the: Vala-ſhahies, and the Ahedians (90). ES 
Wir ſuch reinforcements Abdol-ſemed-khan, who waited only for a 
train of artillery, ſet out for Lahor, after having appointed for his Lieute- 
nant at Caſhmir, his own ſlave 'Aref-khan ; and taking with him the troops 
he found encamped at that city, he marched in queſt of the barbarians, 
As he had a good army in which were ſeveral thouſands of his own country 
men, theſe troops fell with ſuch fury vpon thoſe wild beaſts, and they re- 
. peated their attacks with ſo uninterrupted a perſeverance, that they cruſhed 
them to atoms; nor did the General give over the purſuit, until he had 
made an end of them. That miſcreant of Benda ſtood his ground to the 
amazement of all, and in the firſt engagement he fought ſo heroically, that 
he was very near giving a compleat defeat to the Imperial General; for 
although beaten and vigorouſly purſued, he retired from poſt to poſt, like a 
ſavage of the wilderneſs from thicket to thicket, loſing endleſſly his men, and 
occaſioning lofles to his purſuers. At laſt worn down by ſuch an inceſſant 
purſuit, he retired to Goordas-poor, the native country of moſt of thoſe 
Barbarians, and where their chief had long ago built a ſtrong caſtle, in which 
they kept their wives and families with the booty they uſed to make in 
their courſes. The Imperial General blockaded it immediately, nor was the 
place unfurniſhed with proviſions ; but the multitudes that had ſucceſſively re- 
tired thither were fo conſiderable ; and the beſiegers kept ſo watchful a guard, 
that not a blade of graſs, nor a grain of corn could find its way to the fort ; 
and the magazines within being at laſt emptied of their contents, as che block- 
ade drew to a length, a lamine commenced it's ravage ene the e | 


_—— 
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(%) Tt The Emperc1*s houſehold amounts to forty thouſand men, al! cavalry, but forving on foot in the citadel 
and in the palace. It confiſts of ſeveral corps ſuch as the Sorqh-poſhes or Red-wearers ; the Soltanies, or 2 5 
the Vala-ſhahies, or high Imperials; the Camul. puſbes or Cuiraſs-wearers ; the Ahedians, or ** 


e thels laſt havs the Emperor Jos their immediate Colonel. Hae Sa: 
Js | who 


MUTAQHERIN. 


bl 


who fell a eating any thing that came in their way: aſſes, horſes, and even 
oxen became food, and what -is incredible, cows were devoured. Never- 
cheleſs ſuch was the animoſity of thoſe wild beaſts, and ſuch. their con- 
ſciouſneſs of what they had deſerved, that not one of them would talk of 
a ſurrender. But every thing within, even to the moſt venerable, as well 
as to the moſt loathſome, having already been turned into food and devoured ; 
and this having produced a bloody flux that ſwept them by ſhoals, the ſurvi- 
vivors aſked for quarter and offered to open their gates. The Imperial General 
ordered them to repair to an eminence, where they would ſee a pair of 
colours planted, and where they were to depoſe their arms and clothes, 
after which they might repair to his camp. The famiſhed wretches oblig- 
ed to comply with an order which forboded nothing good, obeyed punctual- 
ly; like beaſts reduced to their laſt ſhift; and having been made faſt hand 
and foot, they were made over to his Moguls or Tartars, who had orders 
to carry them cloſe to the river that ran under their walls , and there to throw 
the bodies, after having beheaded them all. The officers and principal 
men were put in irons, and ordered to n arch in a body, mounted upon 
lame, _worn-down, ma ngy aſſes and camels, with each of them a paper- 


cap upon his head ; and it was with ſuch a cortege that the General entered 
the city of Lahor, which he reached in few days. It happened that Baya- 


zid-khan's mother, an old T'8ranian woman, lived in that City; and hearing 
what had happened, and that her ſon's murderer was amongſt the priſoners, 
ſhe requeſted her attendants to point him to her: For, the man having ace 
quired a character amongſt his brethren by ſuch a daring action, had been 
e dr ien by 8 1, , and wry been Promoted to a conſidera- 
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(91) The F. hoy Anh or Lien with the rapidity of a Falcon. The e N common a over India, ono 
the Gentoo 4: het / ſpecially in Decan, where, any one that has killed a Tyger, without ſhooting him, is hence 


ter a multitude 
of bloodyactions 
are deſtroyed. 


forwards ſirnamed, Ma:ſa. In Hindoſtan, he that had killed a Lyon with a ſabre, Pike, or poinard, aſſum -c 


the Title of Sing, or Lyon; and it is this inſtitution which the Mahometans had in view, when on their making 

conqueſts in In ia, they perceived ſo many Generals with the Title of Sing. This inſtitution they copyed, by 

ti ing to their braveſt*chiefs, the Title of Djuno which implies ſome remarkable character i in war and bat- 
de: For thoſe of DiBla and Mak, have been copyed from the Qhalifat, or Arabian monarchy. . 


S 2 | 1 | ble- 
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ble office. The old woman having got upon a terrace that overlooked the 
ſtreet, lifted up a large ſtone which ſhe had provided, and being directed by 
the ſound, (for ſhe was blind) ſhe let it fall ſo luckily, that ſhe killed him out- 
right: and the old lady, after this action ſaid, that ſhe would now die fatisfied, | 
and revenged. But this action having, as a ſignal, rouſed the people of that 
city; and the General conceiving chat he might loſe all his priſoners through 
the fury of che mob, ordered them to be conveyed to a place of ſafety amongſt 
the baggage, where they were covered with trappings of elephants, and every 
thing that could conceal them from the people's eyes. | The next day, he ſer 
out of the city at day-break, and with the ſame precaution; his intention. being | 
3 | to preſent them alive to the Emperor: For further precaution, they were put 
4 | | under the care of Camer-eddin-khan, and his own ſon, Zacariah-khan ; and 
5 fowarded to the capital, under a ſtrong eſcort. As ſoon as they had arrived 
in che aut-ſkints of the cya the Emperor ſent out Mahmmed · amin Khun; with 
orders to bring them in, mounted as they were; but preceded by a number of 
heads fixed upon pikes, amongſt which ſhould be ſeen Benda, with his face be- 
ſmeared with black, and a wooden cap on his head. That wretched himſelf, 
having been brought before the Emperor, was ordered to the caſtle, where he 
was to be ſhut up, with his ſon, and two or chree of his Chief Commanders. 
The others were carried by a hundred at a time every day, to the Cotvals tri- 
bunal, where they were beheaded; until the whole number of them was com- 
pleted; but what is ſingular, theſe people, not only behaved quietly during 


the execution, but they would diſpute and wrangle with each other, who 
ſhould be executed firſt ; and they made intereſt with the executioner for 
that very purpoſe. In this manner the whole number of theſe wretched be- 


ing told oyer, and every one of them having received what he had fo long 
deſerved, Benda himſelf was produced; and his ſon bein g placed on his 
Benda under- 


38 lap, che father was ordered to cut his throat, which he did without uttering 
dne word: Being then brought nearer to the Magiſtrate's tribunal, the 


0 þ 
latter 
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Lane dead 3 with red-hot pincers; and it vas in thoſe 
torments that he expired, his black ſoul taking its flight by one of thoſe holes 
towards the 1egions for vhich it ſeemed ſo well fined. It is reported, that 
Mahmed-amin-khan, having had the curioſity to come cloſe, and and to look 
at the man, was ſurpriſed: at the nobleneſs of his features. Struck with 
ſuck an appearance; he could not help ſpeaking to the wretch.” 4 It is 

“ ſurpriſing, ſaid he, that one that ſhews ſo muck accuteneſs in his features 
= and ſo much abilities in his conduct, ſhould have accumulated upon his 
et head a multitude of horrid crimes that would ruin him infallibly in this 
« world as well as the other; crimes that had brought him at laſt to ſo ex- 

* crueiating an end.” The man with the greateſt compoſure, anſwered in 
theſe terms: I will tell you, my ford. Whenever men become ſo corrupt 
4e and wicked, as to relinquiſh the path of equity and to abandon them- 
« ſelves; to all kinds of exceſſes, chen it happens in all countries and in all 
if Religions, that -providence never. fails to ſuſcite ſuch a murderer as me, 
«© whoſe only office is to chaſtiſe a race become totally criminal; but 


* when the meaſure of puniſhment has been filled, then the butcher's office 


e ceaſes, and his miſſion is over: and then chat ſame providence- never 
fails to ſulcke fuck: a mighty man as you, whoſe miſſion is to lay hold 
1 of che Barbarian, and to conſign him to condign puniſhment. bare f 


40 Why: ſhould this oppreſſor's haughtyneſs and violence laſt ſa long? n 
s it becauſe God Almighty's ſcourge ſtrikes without a ſound ?“ 


Aker having been carried thus far by. a digreſſion which we e thought . we 
owed our readers upon the Syes, it is but natural that we ſhould reyert to the, 


thread of our hiſtory, ef] pecially as the difſentions at Court carried a moſt 


threatening aſpedt, and ſeemed to preſage infinite ills to. the whole Empires 


We have already related how it had been, agreed between the two rival con- 
tending parties, that on Ecir-djemlah's quitting | the Court, Hoſlein-aaly- 


khan ſh ul ; 
ö Waal repair e to his . in Decan ; 0 how his departure had been 
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Threat of one 
of the brothers 
to the Emperor 
hiraſelf. 


casd-kxhan- 


bg peni, a ſamous 


warrior of De- 
can, prepares to 
oppoſe Hoſſe in- 
ally-Khan. 


delayed on ſome particular accounts: At laſt, after having accompliſhed 


open threat having only ſhewn the Emperor, how powerful the Viceroy 


little account of his enemy, repaired to B8rhanp8r, where he without heſi- 
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all his views, that Viceroy ſet out, but not without repairingyfirſt to Court, 
and telling the Emperor and his confidants, plainly, ce that if in his abſence 
% any thing ſhould be attempted againſt his brother, the Vezir Abdollah- 

„ Ehen, his Majeſty might reſt aſſured that he would quit every thing, 
te in order to be again in-the Capital within twenty days at moſt.” This 


thought himſelf, he was no ſooner gone, than the Miniſters diſpatched 
letter after letter to Di8d-khan-peni, Governor of GBdjrat; an Afghan 
of an illuſtrious pedigree, who had acquired ſuch'a high character in thoſe 
Southern countries by his great bodily ſtrength and his heroical proweſs, that 
he was revered in all that tract, and held in the higheſt eſteem with the rulers 
and Generals of the Marhatta Empire. Thoſe letters brought him the patent 
of the Government of B8rhanp8r added to his own, with orders to repair 
thither at the head of his army, it being on the high road to Decan ; and 
to demoliſh Hoſſein- aaly-Khan and his troops, by any means in his power, 
aſter which he would of courſe ſucceed him in that Viceroyalty then become 
vacant. On the receipt of theſe inſtructions Da8d-khan, who made but 


tation aſſumed all the ſtate of a Viceroy of Decan. This intelligence having 
been ſoon conveyed to Hoſfein-aaly-Khan, che latter wrote to the Aﬀghan, 
cc that as he (Hoſſein aaly-khan) was actually inveſted with that Viceroyalty, — 
« it was but proper that he, Di8d-khan .peni; ſhould come to pay his 
9 © reſpedts to his ſuperior, and ſhew himſelf ready to execute his commands, 
« this being ſo very conformable to the rules of ſervice : elſe, he had 
ec better repair to the Emperor s Court at once, without giving ſo unjuſti- 

« fiable an example to thoſe refractory countries, and rendering himſelf 
«/ ovilty of proceedings chat could end in nothing but in diſturbances and 


6 diſſentions.“ This letter having not made che leaſt Impreſſion upon! Da8d- 


% . 
. * rA QUE RI N. 99 
khan, he came out of B8rhanp8r, and encamped in the plain fully reſolved | ND 


on a vigorous oppoſition. He at the fame time invited over a number of 
Marhatta Generals, who had become Crown-ſervants, having been deco- 
rated with grades and commands of honor and emoluments, ſuck as of five 
and ſeven thouſand horſes, ſo early as the reign of Bahady#ſhah. The | 
moſt conſiderable amongſt theſe was Bimba-ſindiah, who enjoyed the whole | f 
territory of Aorengabad in lieu of his pay. All theſe came and remained 
encamped with Di8d-khan until the twenty-fiſth of Ramazan, at which 
tine Hoflein-aaly-khan appeared at the head of twenty ſix thouſand horſes, 
the only ones that were able to keep pace with him, but all veteran troops, 
accuſtomed to be led to ſucceſs and victory under his command. This hap- 
pened in the fourth year of Feroh-ſyur's reign. The Viceroy being arrived 
within fight of the enemy, endeavored to reclaim chat haughty imprudent 
Afghan, by ſending him ſeveral very inviting meſſages; but finding him 
deaf to all remonſtrances, he thought only how to reduce him by force. He 
therefore ranged his army in battle array, mounted his Elephant, and 
marched down upon the enemy: the latter did the ſame on his fide, after 
having placed on his front a body of Afghans, all his country men, every 
one of whom thought himſelf equal to a Roſtem (92). The battle proved ob- 
ſtinate and bloody: the valorous on both ſides, preſſing upon each other, 
as in the cy of judgement, v were . eg forw-ard, L of 555 ung 
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raining ds which dropped: 1 like hail "wr the clouds raiſed by the in- 
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0 92) Roſtem, R8ſtam, and alſo Roſtan isthe 22 of the Eaſt. Like him, he was of a rrodigious firength 
of body, like him he founded a potent family and a Principality ; like him he purg d his country of monſters, 
ſerpents, dragons and lions as well as of tyranical kings; 1ke him be wore a Lion's hide, but the « if- 
ference is entirely in favor of the Perſian hero: the latter was juſt, temperate, and an amiable Prince: he 
alſo had blue eyes and a red. beard, whereas the Greek had them both black: laſtly, the Grecian were his hide 


juſt as he had got it from the animal Aayed, whereas the Perſian had it made into a cloſe dreſs, not unlike that 
of a Huſſar, and in ſuch a manner as that the head and mouth came ſo low as his fore ie id, and formed a head- 
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The bloody 
battle of Bꝭr- 
hanpoor. 
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flammed Sabres Candi þ and-feams of bload pouring down from the hands 
of ſo many heroes in fury were drenching the dry thrifty earth. Hoy many 
bodies hitherto ea} to all the conveniences and delicacies of a lux- 
uricus life found, that day their bed on the bloody hard ground? and how 
many heads ſtreaming 'with blood, did colour the point of ſpears; Ike ſo 
many full blown roſes, fixed on their ftalks ? the ponderous earth eternally 
ſnaken by the i t roaring of cannon, ſeemed to have aſſumed a motion 
like the heaven, whilſt heaven itſelf confounded at the appearance of ſo 


Kip clod of earth (94). Di8d-khan had given orders to his conductor 
to carry his Elephant cloſe to that of Hoſſein-aaly-Khan's, as ſoon as he 
could deſcry him. But mean while Hiramon, a valorous Gentoo, who com- 
manded the Afghan's van, had puſhed as far as the enemy's artillery, where 
he was making a great laughter, when he was himſelf given for food to 
the famiſhed ſabres of a body of Seids of Bar, who threw themſelves in 
his way, and killed or wounded every one of theſe that had followed 


him. But this loſs did not divert Di8d-khan: from his deſigu he was 


eagerly. -puſhing forward amongſt a body of officers mounted like himſelf, 
amongſt whom he towered out as terrible as the man on che Elephant mention 
ed on che Coran (95). He was ſeeking his rival every where; being pre- 


5 (3) The Perfian and Indian ſabres being made of a particular ſteel; particul-rly tempered, look, when po- 
liſhed and prepared with ſome mineral acid, as if à plentiful ſtream, of water or of fire was actually pouring 
down upon the whole ſurface, _ from the hilt to the point ; ; and hence thoſe methaphorical expreſſions ſo com- 
mon in our author, as well as inall the Orientals, of a devouring Jobr—a, ſabre vomiting fire and | flames—of an 
enemy drinking plentifully of the flream running down from the ſobre of, bis victor. Theſe ſabres are made in In- 


dia, in Lahor, and Dehli. In Perſia, they are made i in Com, Iſpahan, and eſpecially at Lar; In Res they 

are made at Damaſcus and in Meſror Cairo, Look at the Remark. 146, Section ad. yi; 
1 177 

(c4) Thoſe that ſhall read this animated deſcript: on, ſhalf probably find this Eaſtern is men thoſs 

Pieces of Europe, . mofe imaginary bei of Mars and 
Bellona, c. PP end] 21s * 


iK Dvd goaiv il cdl 24 wh; NES wane DIES? [ "4444 , 


(95) There i is "moods mention in the _ of an Ethiopian General, who, after having conquered Yamany 


| Toth Feelix, came to attack the Hedjaz, and Mecca, its capital, at the head of an army of fifty thouſand men: 


was mounted upon an elephant; and this happened about twelve-hundred years ago, and fifty years before 
Mahomet. This piece of hiſtory dee an inſight _ what muſt have happened in ſome other countries of 
world 


+ 
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hewing down every thing in their way. This formidable body ſtruck a pa 
nic in the enemy's ranks. It was there that fell the braveſt of the Viceroy's ar- 
my: Mahamed-y8118f, Commander of his artillery, as well as Roſtem-beg 
and Beffalet-khan at the head of their troops which were mowed down 
by ſhoals, and now returned their acknowledgements to their maſters by 
torrents of their blood : Aalem-aaly-khan with Qhan-zeman-qhan and a num- 
of perſons of diſtinction, were wounded there grievouſſy. The Afghans 
making their way with ſuch a ſlaughter, Di$d-khan at laſt found ima 
againſt Mir-muſhreff, an ancient General perſonnally attached to Hoſſein- 
aaly-Khan. He was armed Cap-a-pi, and looked like one caſed in Iron: 
Di8d-khan miſtaking him for the Viceroy, cried out who he was himſelf, 

and ſaid, 20 hat for do you keep concealed behind your muffler, like a woman ? up 
with your viſor, man, that I may ſee w0ho you are. Di8d-khan ſaid this out of 
contempt, becauſe that Afzhan never wore but a Djama of muſlin on the day 
of battle. He faid, and putting an arrow to his bow, he with an unerring 
aim, lodged it in Mir-muſhref's neck : that officer fainting with anguiſh 
and las of blood fell down from his haödah, to which he juſt held by one 
of his hands. In this firuation Dägd-Khan's driver, making a ſtout uſe 
of his Iron-crook (99), gave him on the back two or three blows, ſo well 
conditioned, that the nobleman remembered them for the remainder of his 
days; and ſeveral years after, on recounting all this detail, he could not help 

carrying Bis hand t to > his e and 1 hae they we were 8 blows ene 


. 


world, where arts and ſciences muſt have appeared and diſappeared at certain periods. It ſhews that twelve cen 
turies ago, the Athiopians were a civilized people, that underſtood the art of taming elephants, and that of build- 
ing ſhips, which laſt implies all the arts, whereas to-day, all their ſhipping conliſts 1 in hollowed logs of wood, 
aud all their art in bowildering and. then Killing elephants for food. 


(96) This iron inſtrument is called an tub, and may weigh twelve pounds. It is one inch in diameter, and 
three feet long, ending in a ſharp point. At eight inches below that point, there ſhoots out another which 
bends downwards like a hook, and it is chiefly with this laſt that the animal is directed and chaſtiſed, although 


the ſtraight point, and its round bottom, ſer ve occaſionally. 
- and 


—— 


— 


ceded by three hundred ſtout Afghans, who atmed with bartle-axes, were 


for 
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Däsd- Khan 
Killed in the 
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and that he felt them ſtill. Whilſt this terrible execution was taking place, 
Mir-muſhreff”s elephant- driver ſeized this opportunity to part the two beaſts; 


and as he hung ſtill by the hand, a report ſpread throughout the whole ar- 


my that he was ſlain; and this report only increaſed the Panic; and now the 
Afghan drawing near Hoſſein- aaly-Khan's elephant, people thought that all 
was over, and numbers fell off their ranks, whilſt others fled in earneſt; a 
ſignal diſcomfiture was going to enſue, few chooſing to ſtand by their Gene- 
ral, but a body of men of note, who reſolved to periſh rather than to for- 


ſake him. Matters grew critical, and the confuſion as dreadful as that of 


che day of judgment, when a muſquet-ball, as if by expreſs order, ſtruck 
Da8d-khan, in the forehead, killed him outright, and changed the mourn- 
ing of his life and glory into an everlaſting evening. Tho dv: r ſeeing his 


middle of his maſter without any ſign of life, turned his elephant about, and fled with 


victory. 


thoſe that ſought to avoid the edge of the purſuing ſabre. At ſight of this, 


Hoſſein-aaly-khan ordered his military muſick to ſtrike-up in token of victory 


and rejoicing; and ſending his people after the Afghan's elephant, which 


was ſoon overtaken, he ordered his corps to be faſtened to that animal's foot, 
and dragged throughout the whole city of B8rhanp8r. 
Ir may be aſked what has become of Bimba-dji and his Marhatta Cavalry, 


of which we have ſaid not a word? And the anſwer will be ſhort: The man, 


like a true Marhatta, contented himſelf with ſcampering about at the begin- 
ning of the action, and then remained motionleſs like any common ſpectator; 
ſo that when he ſaw that victory had turned towards Hoſſein-aaly-Khan, he 
galloped-over, and preſented him his Nuzur as did all his officers: And all 
this while his Mahrattas having broke in the enemy's camp, were plundering 
every thing they could lay their hands upon. Nevertheleſs there till remain- 
ed much booty for the victorious army; and the whole of Di8d-khan's 
equipage, money, horſes and elephants were ſeized for the Viceroy's uſe : a 

dual 
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ſmall part of which only he vouchſafed to ſend to the Emperor, and that 
too, after a length of time. 


Da8D-KHAN had left at Ahmed-abad a conſort, by whom he was tender- 


ly loved. She was the daughter of a Hindoo Zemindar, or great Land- lord 
of that kingdom, where it was a ſtanding rule, that ſome of thoſe Gentoo 


Princes ſhould give their daughters to the Viceroy in being. This lady who 
had been initiated in the Muſulman Religion, on her entrance into the Serag- 
* was now pregnant, and ſeven months gone with child; and ſhe had in- 
treated for the liberty of following her huſband, of whom at his departure, 

ſhe had obtained his poignard, as a token of his love. The news of his-death 
in the middle of a victory having now reached Ahrned - abad, ſhe took the 
poignard, and opening her own belly with a precaution and dexterity that a- 


mazed every one, ſhe carefully drew out the child, and tenderly recommend- 


ed it to the by-ſtanders; after which few words, ſhe expired (97). 

TRE report of this victory ſoon reached the capital, and it was remarked 
that the Emperor could not conceal his concern and regret. He even ſaid in 
the Vezir Abdollah-khan's preſence, © that it was a pity that ſo heroical a man 
as Di$8d-khan ſhould have been ſlain; and he added that he had been pes 
thily uſed”. This expreſſion was taken-up by the Vezir, who anſwered © that 
* had his brother being ſlain by that ſavage of an Afghan, his death, he ſup- 
&* poſed, would. have appeared very proper, and at any rate would have been 
« more welcome to his Majeſty”. | 

WHEN dialogues between the Emperor and the Miniſter could be tainted 


with ſo much. acrimony, it was not difficult to conjecture how far matters 


might proceed; and this was ſoon put to the teſt by two events that happen- 


———— ů — 


man who burns herſelf for her deceaſed huſband, reſuſcites preſently to live happy twelve hundred thouſand years: 
tenet which engage Radjpoot women to burn themſelves by ſcores; and this lady being debarred in the Serag- 


lio from ſuch a liberty, and unwilling to ſuryive her huſband, took this method of following hun wier hurt 
ing as 2 For 3 women are not allowed to buct themſelves. 


| (97) It muſt be recollected that this lady had been bred in the Radjpoot notions, which inculcate that a wo- 
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Strange anee ⁊ 
dote of Dad - 
khan Radi poot 
conſort. 


Severe an 
ſwer of the Ve- 
zir to the Em- 
percr,. on the 
latter expreſ- 
ſing a concern 


forDa8d-qhan's 


ed immediately after this converſation : Theſe were the ſudden diſmiſſion of 
a body of choice men which the the Emperor had ordered to be raiſed, with 
a high pay, from forty to nine hundred rupees per month, a pay which was to be 
aſſigned on crown-lands, or Djaghires, and in expectation of which they had 
been promiſed one with another, fifty rupeesin ready money; but twelve months 
had already elapſed fince that creation, and they had as yet touched nothing; 
when at once the body was broke and diſmiſſed; and its pay-maſters were told, 
X hat at preſent, there was no money in the treaſury. The ſecond event is the 
ſudden arrival of Emir-djemlah from Azim-abad , where over and above the 
ſtanding troops of his Government, he had raiſed a large body of Moguls, and 
other foreigners; and as the revenues of the country, very-ill managed by him, 
could not afford to maintain thoſe additional troops, they ſubſiſted by pillaging 
the flat country, and exerciſing violences even in the middle of its capital, where 
they put under contribution the poor people, as well as the nobility, Such enor- 
mous diſorders could not but render Emir-djemlah's adminiſtration an object 
of univerſal deteſtation; but as he had alſo moſt extravagantly ſquandered away 


the public-money, and no reſource remained for him againſt the inſolencies of 


/ thoſe people who threatenzd his perſon, here is the expedient he imagined would 
extricate himſelf: He got into one of thoſe veiled-chairs that are uſed to convey 
women; and without imparting even a hint of his deſign to his moſt intimate 
friends, or even to his menial ſervants, he fled towards Dehli, where, terror 
adding wings to his fright, he arrived in fifteen days; and where, in the very 
middle of a dark night, he ſuddenly made his appearance at the caſtle-gate, 
like a ghoſt from his grave. This was at a time when terrible reports were 
ſpreading every where throughout the city, as if ſchemes were actually i in agi- 
tation, about ſcizing the Vezir's perſon: And, indeed, as the Emperor had 
now conceived a rooted averſion againſt the two brothers, a rumour ran, that 
Emir-djemlah had been ſent-for under-hand. This much 1s certain, that when 
that Governor made his appearance at Court, he was ill-received; and that 

this 


1 > 5 
— " 
l 


M UT AA HE RI N. 


IL 


this reception having only added to the bad opinion which the world Nad b 
ceived of his character, he turned himſelf towards Abdollah-khan, to whom he 
commenced paying an aſſiduous courtſhip, as he was, ſaid he, reſolved, hence- 
forward to deyote himſelf ſolely to his family ; but all theſe proteſtations were 
attributed to artifice by the public, and even to a concerted ſcheme of ſeizing 


the Vezir's perſon. It was even ſuſpected, that the unexpected diſmiſſion 


of the eight thouſand troopers, together with the vaſt crouds of Moguls, and 
other diſbanded ſoldiers, who arrived daily in ſhoals from Azimabad, and went 
every where armed and mounted about the ſtreets, and ef] pecially to the palaces 
of Mahmed-amin-khan the Pay-maſter General, and of Emir-djemlah, and of 
Qhand68ran were nothing more than ſo many contrivances to circumvent the 
Vezir; and they raiſed ſupicions in every one's breaſt, as if all theſe ma- 
nœuvres meant no more than to fall une xpectedly upon his palace. That 
Miniſter, at laſt, came to think ſo himſelf; and now giving way to his appre- 
henſions, he ordered his quarter and his habitation to be put in a ſtate of de- 
fence, and a number of troops to be raiſed. It happened, that his nephew, Ghäi- 
rat-khan, who had been appointed Fodjar of Narno81, and had gone out of 
the city with a ſtrong body, to take poſſeſſion, came ſoon to hear of theſe dif- 
turbances ; and he turned about, and took his quarters round his palace, not. 
only with what troops he actually had with him, but alſo with ſome new levies 
which he made by the way, and chiefly with a large body of Szids of Bar, 
who had flocked into the city, on hearing that the Vezir, whom they looked 
upon not only as their countryman, but alſo as their kinfman, was in danger 
from his enemies. Such terrors were ſpread every where, and ſuch appre- 
henfions conceived, that Abdollah- Khan 5 friends, who had fortified them- 
ſelves in his quarter, or in its nei ighbourhood, were now fitting upon their 
elephants the whole day, and ſhnding to their arms the whole night; the 
more ſo as ſhoals of diſban:led ſ- oldiers were now ſeen armed and mount- 
ed in almoſt every large ſtreet. But what looks very ſingular is, that it 


was 
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The diſſenti- 
ons between the 
Emperor & the 
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" was ſuch a time of miſtruſt and confuſion, that Emir-djemlah, at a loſs 
what to do with his own perſon, choſe to refugie himſelf in Mahmed- 
amin-khan's houſe, after having rendered himſelf not only odious, but even 
contemptible and ridiculous by his thoughtleſs behaviour. It was with 
ſuch a puſillanimous conduct, and in ſuch an abject ſtate of body and 
mind, that he till harboured thoughts of not only contending with ſuch 
mighty men, as the victorious Hoſſein- aaly- qhan, and the Vezir Abdollah- 
qhan, the pole of the Empire, as well as with the late Zolficar- qhan, the Prince 
of Princes, bnt alſo of overtopping them in the ſtate. Amidſt all theſe move- 
ments and troubles, the Emperor who felt his own inability as well as his 
favorite's incapacity, and who through his innate levity of mind had already 
grown ſick of theſe commotions and preparations, undertook to put an end to 
the whole, by diſcarding Emir-djemlah. He was diſinifſed to his native 
country of M8kan; and Ser-b8lend-qhan, appointed to his government of 
Azimabad-patna. But all this repentance, and all theſe changes produced no 
conviction in any mind amongſt diſcerning men; and the Emperor's inſin- 
cerity was now ſa publickly known, and ſuſpicions had taken ſo- deep a root 
on that head, that whenever the Emperor went out a hunting, or the leaſt mo- 


tion was obſerved'in his houſehold, the report was preſently ſpread that the 

| | Vezir had been ſeized. No wonder after that, if that miniſter continued to 
4 raiſe trocps, and to prepare every thing for his defence. EY 

TuxIsò year, which. was marked by ſo many troubles and diſſentions, became 

: alſo memorable by the demiſe of Afled-khan—the venerable Afſed-khan—that 


| Death and ad- 
| tr of th: ol wiſe Aſſeff (98) of the State, who had been ſo long Prime Miniſter to Aoreng- 
khan. zib. He departed to the manſions of eternal mercy, after having completed 
the nincty -fifth year of a virtuous life, full ofmerits: it was the ſixth of Feroh- 


yrs reign, and the ſeven en and W Apo of the Hedjrah. He may 


— 


8 This Allef + was Er me Miniſter to Sule man, or Solomon, and his name has ever ay been uſed as an 
encomium on a wiſe Prime. Miniſter þ 


He 
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be ſaid to have been the ſeal and laſt member of that antient nobility of Hin- 


doſtan, that had done ſo much bonour to the Empire. NHe had every qualifica- 
tion that can conſtitute a character equally eminent in public, and amiable in 
private; of a placability of temper, and of a benignity of diſpoſition ſo en- 
dearing, that to this very day, his name is affectionately remembered by every 
one. Withoutof the having ever ſtooped to any Lords of the recent Courts, he 
lived with dignity and ſplendour to the very laſt, conſerving uninterruptedly, 
his boundleſs influence over every part of the Empire, where, to his immor- 
tal bonour, as well as to the emolument of all comem poraries, he never ceaſ- 
ed to employ his credit, as well as purſe, in obliging any one that preſented 
himſelf, whether a friend or ſtranger. 


4% Merits or demerits, that is the whole of what we can carry to the grave, 
« Happy he who ſhall go thither pertum'd by his merits. (99)“ 


May God Almighty be meiciful unto his Soul—Amen. 

Ir is well known that the proper name of chat venerable Lord was Ibrahim 
(100), and Iſmael, that of his ſon; this was no other than that ſame Zolficar- 
khan, ſo unjuſtly, ſo inhumanly murdered by Feroh-ſyur's order, in the very 
beginning of his reign; and people remembered, that the ſon being unwilling 
to ſubmit to the new Emperor, and fully ab'e to affert his own independence, 
was ſoothed by the father's entreaties, and totally ſubdued by the weight of 5 
paternal authority, which engaged him to lay aſide all thoughts of oppoſi- 
tion, and to repair with him to Feroh-ſyur's quarters: Upon which, there 
were then handed about two very affecting lines, that deſerve to be N 
ed. They are as follows: 


«© The evening echo with tears of blood ſtreaming from its eyes, 
% Repeats, lo! Hibrahim, is leading his Iſmail to the ſtone of ſacrifice.”” 


Long before this veneaable man's demiſe, the Emperor, whoſe main vice of 


—A 


(99) This alludes to the rite of not only ſhaving, waſhing with ſoap, and perfuming all dead bodies, but eſe 
pecially to the cuſtom of putting Cry roſe-leav s, and other odoriferous druggs under their arm Pit, &c. 


(100) The Arabs know nothing of Abraham carrying his ſecond ſon, Iſaac, to the ſtone of ſacrifice : They 
enly know of Hibrahim, carrying his eldeſt ſon Iſmail, thither, which Imai! W alſo their Fatriarch. = 
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adminiſtration was to have never diſcerned real merit, and who now repent- 

ed of his precipitation, had rendered all his eſteem and good will to that for- 

torn family: He was himſelf wondering at his precipitation, the more ſo, as 

he now felt deeply the fatal conſequences of ir. On hearing that Aſſed-Khan 

ror bb was upon his death · bed, he ſent him a man of diſtinction, who after having 

juſt before bis humbled himfelf in his name, had orders to pay him a viſit of condolance, on 

his part, and to addreſs him in theſe terms: It is a pity chat we (100) ſhould 

« have not been at firſt ſenſible of all the merits of your illuſtrious family, and 

et that ſuch a fatal ignorance ſhould have brought about a mournful event, that 

e ought never to have happened. Now we repent, and regret and fob; but 

CE all theſe come too late, and prove of no avail. Nevertheleſs, ſuch is the 

high opinion we have concei ved of your Highneſss eminent character, eſpe- 

& cially for benevolence, and ſuch are the emergencies of our ſituation, that we 

4c flatter ourſezves, chat you ſhall not deny us ſome piece of advice, on what 

cc we are to do with the Scids, Such a favour, after all, would not prove a 

The dying 46 novelty in a character ſo renowned for ſenſibility and benevolence.” 
Tux venerable old man, after having attentively liſtened to the meſſage, an- 
= ſwered in a mild tone of voice: You have committed a very great error; 
c but ſuch doubtleſs was our deſtiny, — and you was yourfelf under the actual 
cc impulſe. of fate; but now the day of retribution, I am afraid, ſeems at 
6e hand; you are full in its way; —and I much fear, leſt under the appearance 
a & of theſe diſſentions, rum and deſolation ſhould have crept under the 
columns of the Timurian throne: Now that you have fo unfortunately 
„given up your authority and Empire into the hands of the Seids, it is 
& too. late to retrogade ; on the contrary, ſpare nothing to keep them eaſy 
& and ſatisfied, leſt theſe diſſentions, by being protracted to a length, ſhould 
« vive birth to matters of a high nature, and reduce you to the neceſſity of 
* ſuffering the reins mot your — to "hp. nah or out res your hands.” 
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(101) The A ee of Bindoſtan never ſpeak A defign themſelves, a the plural number, whether in 
letters or in converſation. 


NoTHING 


SECTION. II. 


07 as SER nnn 7 Review of MoDERN Trezs, 


. of the Second Section. 


Fzron SyuR takes umbrage at Ihe enormous power of the tewo Hide, who had 
placed him on the throne—high diſputes between the Miniſter of the Finances and 
the Vezir—breach between the Emperor and the two brothers—depredations and 
ſucceſſes of the Marhatta Cand8-Behary—the Viceroy (one of the two brothers) 

undertakes to put an end to them—ſecret orders ſent from Court againſt him—the 
Marhattas avail themſelves of theſe diſſentions 10 eſtabliſh a double-headed tribute 
all over the Decan—the younger brother (Viceroy of Decan} diſregards every or- 
der from Court—riſe of M8rad, fince fliled Ticad- han, the favorite and mini- 
on of the Emperor*s—the latter ſtrongly addicted to unnatural practice reſolute 
propoſal of three eminent Commanders againſt the exceſſive power of the two bro- 
thers—ſtrange anſcber of the Emperor's—his timidity, irreſolution, fickleneſi— 
the Viceroy repairs to Court at the head of an army—ſets up a pageant of an Em- 

peror—intimaat 's FEROH SYUR —affefting flory—the Vezir arms—his bro- 
ther enters the capital like a conjueror—the Vezir takes poſſeſſion of both the cita- 


del and the palace—the Emperor dethroned—a body of Marhatta-horſes deflroyed 
within the city by the mob—ſeveral ſkirmiſhes in the ſtreets betwten the Imperial- 
s and the Miniſter's adherhents—Prince Refi-ed-derdjat proclaimed Emperor — 
terrible meſſage of the Viceroy's to his brother the Vezir—FxzRom SYUR dragged 
out of the Imperial Seraglio with enormous indignities, and confined—manner of 
his death related in two different ways, by eminent contemporary authors, preſent— 
the tevo brothers take Poſſeſſion of every thing in the palace—the young prince dies 
is ſucceeded by his younger brother Refi-ed-do$1a — and then by Nicgꝭ Hur — Ro- 
ſhen-aghter, fince Mahmed-ſhah, is proclaimed by the two brother furious com- 
motions-in Caſhmir--- Nizam-ul-mulk revolts againſt the twoBrothers and by dint 
of Generalſhip, gains three great battlesagainſt their relations and partizans—10- 
ble action of a Governor of Do8let-abagd--a conſpiracy is formed at Court againſt the 
' brothers—the younger brother is aſſaſſinated—the elder is defeated in a battle tohich 
lafted thirty hours, and is taken——Mahmed-fhah enters in r poſſe Mon of the throne. 


| Nome could be wiſer than the dying Nobleman' s advice : but it made 


but a momentary im preſſion ; and the Emperor continued as thoughtleſs as ever. 


Eternally obſeded by courtiers equally imprudent and ambitious, he uſed to 
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beſtow on their recommendations all the ſubordi nate offices and em ployments 


of Decan; and ſo ſoon as any one was requeſted, ſo ſoon was the patent of it 
drawn-up and beſtowed, to the great diſcontent of Hofſein-aaly-qhan, the ac- 


tual Viceroy, who looked upon all thoſe promotions, as derogatory to his au- 
thority, and as even dangerous to his ſafety. His conſtant practice was to ſet 


aſide the promoted with fair words, and ſometimes with raillery, and to ad- 
vance his own creatures to all poſts of truſt : a conduct that could not fail to 
occaſion endleſs heart-burnings at court. Nor was Abdollah-qhan the other 


brother, more ſcrupulous. His divan, Ratan-chund, proud of his maſter's 


unbounded influence, meddled at pleaſure with the Imperial regiſters, without 
minding the Mutuſuddies. or crown officers and ſervants, whoſe province it 


was to keep thoſe books. Even the Divan of the Qhalifſah office, who is 
properly ſpeaking, the miniſter of the finances, or at leaſt the accomptant ge- 


neral, was become a mere cypher, or a body withot a ſoul; and every matter 
of revenue and adminiſtration paſſed through the hands of that Gentoo, who 
in a few hours time would tranſact buſineſs to the amount of ſeveral corors. 


He leaſed out all the Crown- lands. A conduct ſo over- bearing and fo deci- 
five could not but embarraſs both Exteſam-qhan, who had been put at che 


head of the Qbaliſſah- office, on Qhando8ran's recommendation, and the Rai- 
raian, or chief counſellor who had the Divanſhip or Inſpection general of 


all the muſters; the more ſo, as theſe two officers were differently affected: 


the former inclining to the Emperor's fide, and the latter to the Vezir's: an 
ambiguous conduct which expoſed them to the diſpleaſure of both fides, and 
which at laſt rendered it expedient for them to give both their reſignations 
of one common accord: So. that thoſe two officers were. vacant, when Ynai- 
et-ollah-qhan made his appearance at court on a ſudden. This nobleman 
who had fallen in diſgrace in the firſt year of the Emperor's reign, had made 
the Pilgrimage of Mecca, from whence he was now returned. As that no- 


bleman had acquired a great character for acuteneſs and fidelity in the ſeve- 
| : 5 
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ral elites of adminiſtration and diner „which he had held 644 Aoreng- 
zib's and under Bahadyr-ſhah's reign, and he paſſed for an able "miniſter and 


an excellent accomptant, the Emperor could not but be pleaſed with the ar- 


rival of a man of whoſe talents he wanted to avail himſelf for the purpoſes of 


remedying thoſe diſorders occafioned by Emir-dj emlah's incapacity; for he 


was now conſcious to himſelf, how improvident he had been in demoliſhing 
the ancient nobility. He, therefore, caſt his eyes upon him as the fitteſt per- 
ſon he could ſubſtitute to Etteſam-qhan 1 in the two offices, which the latter 
had thrown-up, tired of two employments that expoſed him perpetually to 
| inſurmountable difficulties, and rendered it impoſſible to manage two ſuch 


oppolite parties as thoſe of the Emperor and the Vezir's. The Emperor ha- 


ving received his reſignation for thoſe two offices, and given him. the Go- 
vernment of Caſhmir in exchange, immediately appointed Y naict-olloh qhan. 
This nobleman ſhewed much backwardneſs in aſſuming two offices which he 
conceived he never could dif charge to his own or to his maſter's ſatisfaction, 
ſo long as Abdollah-qhan or his miniſter ſhould continue to carry every thing 
with a high hand; nor was this laſt miniſter himſelf pleaſed to ſee appointed 


a man, whoſe feverity he had more than once experienced in Aorengzib's 


reign. Luckily that this diſagreement was put an end to by Yqhlaſ-qhan, 
a Gentoo convert of Bahadyr-ſhah's reign, a wiſe, learned, ingenious man, 
who although profeſſionally attached to the two Seids, was too much diſ- 
pleaſed with the complexion of the times, to accept himſelf any office. 


He lived a retired life ſolely occupied by the Emperor's order in writing 


the hiſtory of his time, under the title of F eroh-ſyur-nameh, or hiſtory 
of F eroh-ſyur. This nobleman having connections with either parties, 
and enjoying the eſteem of both, propoſed the following expedient: chat 
 Ynait-ollah-qhan ſhould be appointed, under condition that he would 
never propoſe any thing to the Emperor without having firſt confi ulted 
Abdollah- ws: there were too more ſtipulations. The firſt, that Ratan- 
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chund ſhould not interfere in Ynaiet-ollah-qhan's province: the ſecond, that 
Abdollah-qhan himſelf ſhould be more aſſiduous in the diſcharge of his of: 
fice of Vezir, as the only means to put an end to the clamours of an infinity 
of men, whoſe buſineſs was at ſtand, for want of his ſeal or of his tginchte. 
It was agreed that Abdollah-qhan ſhould repair twice a week at leaſt to che 
caſtle, where he ſhould fit in ſtate under the Vezirial canopy, ready to hear 
petitions, and to determine differences. And with this agreement, the Vezir 
complied for ſome time; but he was fo averſe to the Emperor's preſence, 
and on the other hand, he was ſo addicted to women and indeed to every ſpecies 
of pleaſure, that he ſoon relapſed into his former ſloth and neglect, having 
time to ſpare for public buſineſs. 

WII Ls this miniſter's effeminate conduct, left every thing to take its 
own courſe, Ynaiet-ollah-qhan was increaſing the confuſion by an exact- 
neſs and a ſevereity, of which his diſcerament ought to have pointed out the 
inexpediency and danger at preſent. Without ſufficiently attending to the actu- 
al complexion ofthe times, or to Ratan-chund's boundleſs influence, he propo- 
ſed to the Emperor to enforce certain laws relative to the capitation levied on 


Gentoos; and the Emperor approved of the propoſal. ' On the otherhand, as 


the Court and palace were full of Eunuchs, Gentoos, and Caſhmirians, who had 


availed themſelves of the inattention of the Vezir's adminiſtration, to get at 
exorbitant ſalaries, to engroſs the beſt Djaghirs, and to diſappoint or to render 
very precarious the pretenſions of thoſe who aſpired to ſuch emoluments on 
better titles, the miniſter of the finance propoſed that part of thoſe exhorbitant 
grants and ſalaries, ſhould be ſuppreſſed, and part reduced within properbounds, 
or that they ſhould begranted on ſuch terms as were pointed out by the Imperial 
regiſters. Theſetwo propoſals having proved highly diſagreeable to Ratan-chund 
and.to all the pillagers and defaulters, they complained to Abdollah- qhan, to 

whom likewiſe they proved unwelcome; and all the guilty joining together in a 
general combination againſt the propoſer, gave riſe to a coolneſs, which brought 
on 


— 
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ki) 


oma neglect of the ſeveral articles agreed-to between the Vezir and the Miniſter 
of his finances, daily bickerings gave riſe to daily diſguſts, and a breach en- 
ſued openly on the following occaſion. 

A Gxxroo who managed ſome crown-lands, was found indebted to the trea- 
ſury ina large ballance, for which he was put under confinement, notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated applications which Ratan-chund had the front to make 
on ſo glaring an occaſion; ſo that the man who was conſcious of his guilt, 
corrupted his guards, and made his eſcape to Ratan-chund's houſe, where 
he was protected. Yniaet-ollah-qhan having repreſented the matter to the 
Emperor, engaged him to ſend a detachment of the palace-flaves, to fetch 
the delinquent; but Ratan-chund's people having put themſelves upon their 


defence, matters from high words and an altercation were proceeding to an 


affray; when the Emperor ſhocked at. ſo much daringneſs, commanded the 
Vezir to diſmiſs his Divan, which the other promiſed without having ever 
thought of complying really with the order. But the main ſubje& of diſſen- 
tion, which brought all heart-burnings to a head, and proved. that the Empe- 
ror had loſt all power, was Churamon, the Djatt's affair. | 

Tars was a powerful Zemindar or Gentoo prince in the 8 of 
Ecber-abad, who was of a family which at all times had proved ſo trouble- 
{ome, that ſeveral Emperors had not diſdained to march againſt bis anceſtors in 
perſon, and to bring them under controul. He had himſelf been once chaſti- 
led for his refractory, turbulent diſpoſition, ever ripe for commotions. This man 
becoming troubleſome again, the Emperor at the beginning of Shevval in the 
year 1129, appointed the Radja Djehi-fing-ſevii, firnamed Radja Dehiradj, to 
bring him to order. The Emperor on appointing him to coggmand that expe- 
dition, raiſed his military grade, and preſented him with an elephant, a ſuit 
of the jewels, and ſome lacs of rupees. After his departure, he diſpatched to his 
aſſiſtance a large body of troops under the command of Seid-qhan-djchan, 
brother to Abdollah-qhan. By this time the Gentoo prince was arrived be- 
fore 
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fore the Djatt's fortereſs, where he had puſhed his trenches cloſe to the place, 


T HE K 


after a great loſs of time and blood. It was at this conjuncture that the ner 
General arrived. The latter being young and fiery, diſapproved of the ſlow- ] | 


neſs of theſe approaches, and gave ſeveral aſſaults, which proved fo unſuc- 
| ceſsful, that the camp was full of wounded men. But yet the place being 


already inveſted this whole year, and ſuffering diſtreſs from the want of every 
thing, could reſiſt no longer; ſo that Churamon wrote to his Vekil or agent 
at Court, to apply to the Vezir Abdollah-qhan, offering to ſubmit, to ſend a 
Peiſhcuſh or preſent in money, and to attend at Court, ſhould the Emperor 
be pleaſed to forgive the errors of his paſt condut. But all that only, under 


the expreſs condition, that the negotiation would not be communicated to 


Radja Djehi-fing, nor that Prince, his enemy, admitted to any ſhare in the 


treaty. All that was no ſooner agreed - to by the Vezir, than the Gentoo received 
advice of it, and was ſhocked at his excluſion. He quitted the army, re- 
paired to Court, and infuſed his reſentment in the mind of che Emperor, 
who found himſelf compromiſed in chis affair and humbled. As an addition 
to all this, Churamon himſelf arrived a few days aſter at the capital „and 
took up his quarters cloſe to the Vezir's palace. After all thoſe provocations, 
he had the aſſurance to preſent himſelf to the Emperor, who deteſting his 
perſon „would ſee him no more; and he ſeemed greatly affected by the tur 
which this affair has taken, ata time eſpecially when nothing but diſagreeable 
news were daily arriving from Decan, where troubles had ariſen that involved 
the Emperor and the Empire in their conſequences. | 
W have left Hoſſein- aaly-qhan at the head of an army become viRori- 
ous againſt all appearances to the contrary. After ſo i important a victory, he 


returned to Avrengabad his capital, where he ſpent his time in introducing 
order and ſubordination every where, when he heard from the province 


of Qbandeſs, that Cand8-behary, one of the principal Marhatta Generals in 


the Radja Sah8's ſervice, was committing enormous exceſſes in that province 
where 


M UT AQ HE RI N. 


where he evjoyed an extenifive command. It is obſervable that although 
that country was within the viceroyalty of Decan, and of courſe of Hoſ- 
ſcin-aaly-qban's juriſdiction, yet it had, as well as the other provinces of that 
extenſive country, a Marhatta Commander, od a par with the Imperial 


Governor himſelf, and whoſe buſineſs was to manage on his maſter's part, 


the cho8t or quarter, that is that part of the groſs revenue allotted him by trea- 
ties. This ſtrange cuſtom had found its way all over the Decan, ten or 
twelve years after the demiſe of the Emperor Aoren gzib, at a time of trou- 
bles and civil wars, and when the Princes of the Imperial blood, fully oc- 
cupied by their own inteſtine broils, had no thoughts to- ſpare on thoſe dit- 
tant parts. This Marhatta General having lined the road from B8rhanp8r 
up to Surat, the principal port of India, with a number of mud-forts which 
he had garriſoned, made nothing of ſtopping merchants and whole Cara- 
vans, and exacting one quarter of their goods: to which exaction if they ſub- 
mitted, all was well; elſe, he uſed to get the goods plundered by the way, 
and the merchants ranſomed at ſo much a head. Such arbitrary prac- 


tices having raiſed a general clamour againſt him, the Viceroy diſpatched 


his own pay-maſter (101) Zolficar-beg, at the head of a detachment of eight 
thouſand men, Cavalry and Infantryſ to put to order thoſe rapines. Zolfi- 
car-beg having got with ſome difficulty over the difficult paſſes that are 


beyond Aorengabad, Was marching in that tract of hilly ground which 


borders on the Qhandeſs as well as on the the territory of Surat, when he 
diſcovered, Cand8-behari at the head of eight or nine thouſand veterans, 
all cavalry, and all effective men, but which had been ſwelled by fame as 


far as fifteen or ſixteen thouſand. It was at about ſeventy coſſes weſtward 


of Aorengabad, on the confines of the Buglana. Zolficar-beg immediately 


prepared to attack; but the Marhatta, who was accuſtomed to fight only on 


his own terms, declined the combat; and he went on —— until he had 


mms 


(ron) 1 It muſt be obſerved once far ever that in India the office of Ee is both civil a military, and 
anſwers to that of major-general-ia Europe. 
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drawn his enemy into a dfficult country, full of underwood and uneven ground. 
In vain Zolficar-beg's harcaras and ſcouts informed their maſter that this 
was not. a proper ſpot for engaging ſuch a ſet of expert free-booters as the 
Marhattas, he made no account of the advice; but proud of his own proweſs, 
and full as thoughtleſs as a number of Sèids of Barr that followed him, he 
fell upon them directly, and killed a number of thoſe uncircumciſed, whom 
he ſent to the bottom of hell. The Marhattas faithful to their own cuſtom, 
gave way on all ſides-immediately, their General ſeeming to fly likewiſe with 
no more than five-hundred men, although this manœuvre was calculated to 
draw the Muſulmen farther and farther into that dangerous country, which 
obliged them at each turn to ſplit into ſeveral diſtinct bodies, parted from 
each other by ravines and bruſh wood. This was preciſely what Cand8-be- 
hary had intended. As ſoon as he ſaw his enemies entangled within ſuch a 
net, he ſecured the few paſſes by which they might join again, and having 
fallen at once upon them on all fides, he flew their General at the firſt onſet, 


and killed or wounded every one that fell in bis way. The maſfacre laſted | 


for ſome time, when thoſe that ſurvived it, having exchanged their late 
haughtineſs for preſent humility, obtained that their lives ſhould be ſpared, on 
condition of parting with their horſes, arms and clothes, and of remaining pri- 
ſoners. ; 2 

So diſgraceful a defeat having ſhocked the Viceroy, he appointed Radjah 
Mohcum-ſing, his firſt Miniſter, with a good army of veteran troops, to avenge 
the honor of his arms; and not ſatisfied with that, he got him followed by ano- 
ther body of troops, of which he gave the command to his own yonnger bro- 


ther, Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan, whom he appointed to the Government of B8r- 


hanp8r. The two Generals who had orders to act in concert, were reſolved to 


put an end to the Marhattas ; but Cand8-Behary, who had no inclination to 
fight on ſuch diſadvantageous terms, retreated ſouth-ward with all his people, 
whom he placed in ſeveral ſtrong holds of the Sah8 Radjah's dominions. As 


to his mud-forts, as ſoon as one of them was beſieged by a detachment, it 
was 


1 


MUT AMdHE R I x. 


was directly evacuated ; but no ſooner had the troops arched farther, than 
the garriſon returned: And although Mohcum-fing defeated and diſperſed 
another body of free-booters that advanced from Ahmed=nagor in queſt of bo- 
ty and RCIA , 
nevertheleſs, Zolficar-beg's defeat and death remained unrevenged. 


Sven adiſgrace could not but affect the Viceroy's credit, as well as the ho- | 
nour of his Government: The more ſo as the people of thoſe parts, at all times 
unruly, were now become ſenſible of the inteſtine diſſentions, between their 


Viceroy and the Emperor, and had grown refractory and rebellious ; a diſpo- 
fition which was not a little encouraged by letters from Court, where not only 
the Racha Sahs, but alſo all the crown-ſervants and ſubordinate Governors of 


Decan were directed to deny Hoſſein- aaly-Khan's authority, and, moreover, - 


to do every thing in their power, to ruin and deſttoy him and flis army. Suck 
ſecret orders could not but excite troubles and reſiſtance; and although at this 
very time, Mubariz-qhan, a nobleman famous in thoſe parts, and Governor 
of the kingdom of Haiderabad, ſubmitted to the Viceroy, who received hin 
with great honours, and confirmed & ĩm in his poſt; yet heither that kingdorri; 
the nor that of Bidjap8r,nor that of Carnatek, could be brought under complete 
order and controul; and the Viceroy ſenſible from wherice the wind blew, and 
convinced that all theſe minceuvres were caleulated to indermine him filetitly, 
refuſed, on his fide, to admit thoſe Divans; or Superimendants of Finances, 
that were ſent him daily from Court; and he either e them neee 
delays, or cut them ſhort with A flat denial. | Lk f 
Soc a ſubterranecus war (fave. between! the Viceroy and the ehe 

could not but undermine the foundations of chat little tranquility and or- 
der, which the-warlike” and victorious Avretigzib had beer at ſo much 
pains to eſtabliſh in countries, where he had ſpent (o great a pare of bis life, 
ud Gp al the tecalures amalſed E 
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Ram: radja, had ſupplicated that Prince to put an end to the miſeries of man- 


1 M A SUI 


tion, che Emperor Shah-djchan, his father (102). With infinite labour 
and perſonal toil he had in a campaign which laſted full five and twenty 


years, wreſted thirty or forty. ſtrong holds from the hands of the Marhattas, 
driven that reſtleſs nation from it's own home, and reduced it to take ſhelter 
in ſkulking holes and in faſtneſſes. But ſome years after his death, inteſtine 
wars and troubles having diſtracted the attention of che pretenders to his Em- 
pire; and Bahadyr-ſhah, who at laſt mounted the throne, having choſen for 
his reſidence, the City of Lahor, a place remote from the center of the empire, 
and ſtill farther from thoſe troubleſome frontiers, now become the ſcene of ſo 
much action; the Marhattas availed themſelves of this overſight as well as of 
the general inattention, to ruſh out of their faſtneſſes; and to f. pread them- 
ſelves over all the neighbouring provinces, where ſtep after ſtep, they not 
only recovered ſeveral of their ſtrong holds, with moſt of the conqueſts made 
upon them, but committed ſuch ravages in the Imperial territories, as obl i- 
ged them to redeem themſelves by ſubmitting to pay them a yearly tribute of 
one full quarter of their revenues, under the appellation of ch68t (103); whilſt 
thoſe that refuſed to bend under ſo infamous a yoke, were conſigned every | 
year to all the atrocities of fire and ſword. Not but that they met with a 
vigorous reſiſtance in ſome particular ſpots, from whence after a blockade of 
ſome length, they retired with ſhame and loſs ; but it was in order to return 
again. Such a ſtate of eternal warfare had tired the Marhattas Wecnſedves; 
and ſo early as the latter end of Aorengzib's reign, Rana: bai, the relict of 


kind by granting her a Deſmucky (104), in lieu of all her pretenſions, that is 


— 
— — —_— * 


Weng | „ 7 

(ro) This Conjunctoin is that of Jupit erand Mars, which is always reckoned victorious; and, whoever, was 
born under ſuch a conjunction, was reputed a ſucceſsful Prinze. Hiſtory reckons but three Princes diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the appellation of Sha Kuran, or Lord of the Conjuncticn, to wit, Timur, who is called Tam rlane in 
Europe, from Tamar-lang, i. e. Timur the Lame, although he does not bear amongſt his own countrymen any - 
other name then that of Timur Acſac, which has the ſame ſignification. The ſecond is Shah-djehan, Emperor 
of India ; the third is Nadyr- ſhah, known ni Europe under the W e of N i. e. Gern Csli-Khan. 


(103) The word Ch38t ſignifies quarter part. 
(t04) The words Deſ-muki, fignifies the tenth-handful. | 6 


; 
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a tenth of the revenue of the ſix provinces that compoſed the Viceroyalty of 
Decan; this propoſal met with a flat refuſal, whether out of avarice and parſi- 
mony, or from a principle of honor, and a delicacy upon the diſcredit that 
would fall on te Muſulman religion ſhould he comply with ſuch a diſgrace- 

ful propoſal. The Prince's ambaſſadors however, now joined to thoſe of Sah8- 

Radja were more favorably received at the court of Bahadyr-ſhah. But this 
Prince, who wiſhed for ſome reſt, was diſappointed in his wiſhes, by the diſ- | | \ 
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ſentions which ſoon after took place between the Prince's relict and the reign- 
ing Prince: and matters remained on that uncertain footing until the times 
of the famous Da8d-khan-peni who governed all thoſe countries as Lieute- 
nant of the Vezir Zolficar-khan; this Lic utenant for whoſe proweſs and bodily 
ſtrength the Marhattas entertained the higheſt reſpect, and who lived in a 
commerce of amity and brotherhood with them, found means to bring 
them to this agreement: that they would ** henceforward abſtain from any 
« demands on ſuch tracts and territories as were held in apanage by the Prin- 
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« ces of the royal blood; but that as to any others that ſhould belong to the 


The Marhat- 
" grandees of the court, or any others, whether as Djaghirs or under any other #5 eſtabliſh a 


tribute all over 
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46 title, their cho8t would be levied by Hiramon himſelf, Lieutanant of * 


— 


« khan's, without their interfering in it in any manner whatſoever”. 
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Tuis agreement which ſeemed to, put an end to all broils and pretenſions, 
gave birth to an infinity of bickerings and tronbles, which always ended in- 
ſome blood. Under the government of Nizam-el-mulk, which laſted no 


—_— * 


more than one year and ſome months (105), the Ch68t which had been 
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hitherto levied by mutual agreement, ended in battle and blood. He 
chaſtiſed the Marhattas once, and took from them a vaſt number of 
mares, and two or three elephants, which laſt he ſent to the Emperor under 


the ny of l But this . who was a man of vigor, having 
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75 5) The author means the firſt time Nizam- el- mulk went into Decan: for at the ſecond 8850 he 5e 


it; as an abſolute mcnarch, during no leſs than thirty-eight years. 


9 been 


120 


double headed 
tribute all over 
Pecan, 


_ & Aorengabadd at the head of a good body of veteran troops I:car the Vice- 


Fee pillages and maſſacres chat had this long while ſo far deſolated ſo 
great part of Decan as to be reputed cuſtomary, and matters of courſe; and 


but hence forward, the taſk of collector of the Revenue or of requeſtor, 
with three diſtin& governments: the collector of the Imperial Ręvenue, the 


collector of che Chb8t, and the colle&or of the Deſ-mucki. Hoſſein-aaly- 
Than after exchanging the ratifications of this treaty, and admitting the 


1 7 Iyg ; 0 
8 4 — — "# ro * 2 


been fuoceeded by Hoſſein-aaly Khan, whoſe attention was wholly engroſſed 
by his miſintelligenee with the court, the ti nes proved fo unfavorable, that 
no agreement could take place for two years together, and no efſectual oppo- | 
fition could be made to the Marhattas. His attention was perpetually. di, 
verted to the machinations of an infiduous cor, who by perperually exciting 
the Sal g Raejn to his ruin, ard by encouraging tie Radias and Governors of 
thoſe diſtant parts in their refractory diſpofidon, efieftiually marred every mea- 
ſare which he could deviſe. Unſupporte by his maſter, whoſe: deſigns he 
had every reaſon to dread; and ſollicitons to ikengthen hünſeif again his 
perſonal enemies; he thought it belt to turn his atem on wo to chat ſide, 
by coming ta an agreement with che Marhattas oa the follo nung conditions: = 
6 that over and above what had been agreed to under Dazu-ghan-peal ad- 
«© miniſtration, as to their due, they ſhould be entitled to their Deſ-mucki or 
te tenth, upon all the Revenues of the fix, and a half of che provinces of Decan: ; 
10 and that che Marhatta- generals, Djefvent and Chimna a ſhould rcſde at 


ce roy's perſon, as deputies from the Sah8-Radja, in whoſe name they might 
4 collect their Chõgt from the Djaghix-holders , as well as cheir ekt 


« or tenth handful from, the rayots or common hi ſbandmenꝰ. 
Ix conſequence of this definitive treaty, an end was put to the difputes, 


the minds of the inhabirants commenced to enjoy the thoughts of tranquility: 


Governor or renter, became troubleſome, - complicated, and -preg- 
nant with endleſs heart-burnings ; all theſe men being how obliged to deal 


Mareattas 


NM UTAQHERI N. 


9 


Marhattas in all thd cities of n government,” ſent notice of it to 


the Emperor, wich a petition in which he ſupplicated his Majeſty's approval, 
and his letters of Juſſion to command its execution to every one. The 
Emperor inſtigated by thoſe neareſt his perſon, diſapproved the whole treaty, 
zs highly derogatory to the honor of the. Empire, as introductory of whole 
bands of free-booters within the Imperial territories, and as favoring ſtrongly 
chat ſpirit of independence with which its author was ſo much infected. At 
the ſame time he appointed Dian - neſſar han to be the Viceroy's Lieute- 
nant in the province of Qhandeſs: an antient nobleman, who bore a high 
character both for valor and prudence, and who derived a new Kind of illuſ- 
tration fiom his baving once exchanged turbants with the old Abdollah: khan, 
alias Mixkhin, father to the two Seids. The Emperor on diſmiſſing him 


preſented him with a ſumptuous drefs of honor, an N.. and a ſerpitch 


or a piece of jewel work for the forehead. This was in public: in a private 


audience, he charged him with ſome admonitions for Hoſſcin- aaly-Khan, | 


in hopes that as that antient nobleman was reputed an uncle to that Viceroy, 
and in fact was held as ſuch by him and treated therefore with the utmoſt 
reſpec and condeſcendence, he might by the weight of his authority prevail 
on his nephew to behave with more ſubmiſſion to the Emperor. This hap- 


pened in the fixth year of his reign, which anſwers to the 1130 of the 


Hedjrah. He at che ſame time appointed Mahmed-aamin-khan to the 
Viceroyalty of Malva, on the frontiers of which he was to receive his patent 
with letters of recall for Radja Djehi-fing-ſevai. But the general report was 
that he had {et out upon a very different errand, and that there was at the 


bottom quite another ſcheme; and it is this rumour which engaged Djan- 


neſſar-Khan to ſtop on the borders of the Nerbedda, the firſt boundary of 


Decan, with hardly any thing more than his uſual retinue ; being too pru- 


dent to riſk rendering his perſon ſuſpicious or odious, by appearing with a 


body of troops on the frontiers of a province, to which he had indeed been 
appointed 
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Decan. 


Djan- naſſar- 


qhan, ppoint- 
ed Governor of 


Qandeſs. 
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appointed, but where it was doubtful whether he would find adrinintarice: | 


On the other hand Mahmed-aamin-khan after having advanced to Serondj 


the firſt great town of Malva, ſtopped ſhort to take ſome reſt; and inſtantly 
a report ſpread throughout Decan, that he was marching to Aorengabid 
at the head of fifty thouſand horſes, and that his vanguard of eight thouſand 
horſes and more, had puſhed forwards under Djan-neſſar-qhan. This piece 
of intelligence having been circulated in that great city by the noveliſts 
with which all capitals ſwarm, at laſt impreſſed the Viceroy himſelf with 
apprehenſions. All theſe doubts however vaniſhed on letters coming from 
Djan-nefſar-khan himſelf, where he requeſted a ſmall number of troops to 
eſcort him through certain narrow and difficult paſſages, where a free-booter 
of the name of Sinta, was robbing and pillaging on his own private account, 
without any dependence on the Radja Sah8, his maſter. The Eſcort was 


ſeat, and it brought Djan- neſſar qhan, who immediately waited on the Vice- 
roy: The latter who knew that the Qandeſs was his northern frontier 
againſt any invaſion from the ſide of the Court, did not chuſe to put ſuch a 
country in th2 diſpoal ofa man of the Emperor's recommendation; butas on 
the other hand he profeſſed himſelf a high regard for his perſon, he made it a 
point. to pay him every kind of honor, and to welcome his arrival with ſeve- 
ral very rich preſents. Three other perſons of importance arriving at this 
very time from court, with letters patent for two great offices in Decan, ſer- 
ved only to ſhew how the Viceroy miſtruſted the Emperor s deſigns, and how 
little account he made of orders ſent from the capital. T heſe were Zya-ed- 
din qhan; who was a Perſian born, and a Sheriff of Qhoraſſan (106), who on 


5 the death of D. anet-qhan nephew to Emanet-qhan, had been appointed to 


the office of Divan, or Controller of che finances in Decan : the two others 


were eee appointed Divan of B8rhanp8r, hs Faiz-ollah-qhan, 


A 


(106) A Sheriff is ne that is born of a Sticanee or S d Woman, be his father what he will whereas a Seid is 
he that is born of a Sid Father, be his Mother what ſhe will. Qhoraſſan, as its name implies, is the Eqofternneft 


W or Perſia, and one of: he * grand diviſions of that Empire. 
deſigned 


„ worn da nminnn , ms 
acfigned Pay- maſter of the forces in thoſe. parts. 'Zya-eddin-qhan who was 1 
; furniſhed with a letter of recommendation from the Vezir Abdollah-qhan, was EP 
admitted to take poſſeſſion of that great charge, where he had the prudence 
always to act in conformity with the Viceroy's pleaſure, and to keep him eaſy 
and ſatisfied.  Djelal-eddin-qhan received for a while the ſi v perintendence of | 
the Barar, inſtead of that of Qhandeſs, to which the Viceroy had objections: = 
and as to the defi igned Pay- maſter of the forces the Vicetoy did not even | 
vouchſafe to return him the flute. . Theſe pieces of intelligence having ſoon 1 
found their way to court, raiſed the Emperor's grief and reſentment. to a : f 
pitch; but without however occaſioning any change. in his manner of living, or 1 
engaging him to conceal from the public ſight the infamous vices to which he | * 
was now found to be ſtrongly addicted. It was on the following occaſion: Tye puppe 1 
One Mabmed-morad, a Caſhmirian, at all times reprobated for his vicious ee 3 
life, but now univerſally held in abomination for the unnatural practices to if 
which he ſeemed ſo prone, was by a countryman of his preſented to Sahaba- ' : 
niſvan (107) , the Empreſs-mother, and by her, to the Einperor her ſon, who | 0 
gave him a private audience. The man ſaid that he had thought of a vari- 4 
ety of expedients to ſeize, Abdollah- qhan's perſon, and to demoliſh his. bro- 7 | 
ther, without it being neceſſary to recur to open force, or to any violent ex- 1 , 
eco , This afbrics was e e, ede by the Fonperer, who being, * 
too faint hearted to betake himſelf to any vigorous meaſures, was glad to hear 1 
of any expedient to circumvent his enemies; and he increaſed his aff-Qion 0 | 


= —_ 


for his adviſer in proportion to the importance of his advice. He changed 
his ak into that of Yticad-khan or the the truſt-worthy . Lord; and as he 
was himſelf ſo ſtrongly addicted to unnatural practices, he was overjoyed to 
find ſo able a partner, who hence forward became his boſom-friend, and ts, 
whom he conſigned his mind as he had d already conſigned his 24 Re 9 ToE 
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Tuts man infirwating himſelf deeper and deeper in the Emperot's good 
graces, ſoon became the ſoul of all his motions, as well as the depoſitory of all his 
ſchemes againſt the Stids: and now tiles and dignities and honors commen- 
ced raining upon him : his name and titles were lengthened into thoſe of 
Yticad-qhan-ferohi-ſhahy-roc8-ed-d681ah, which fignifies the prop of the En- 
Fire; as well as the truft worthy of the” Eniirer Frhr. Theſe titles were 


. followed by the miktary grade of ſeven thouſand horſes with the full pay and 


command of ten thouſand ; and theſe were followed by daily preſents of an 
imhenſe value, and by jewels of an exquiſite beauty, to which were added 


the moſt curious and coſtly ſtuffs from the Emperor's wardrobe. All theſe 


were beftowed upon him with fo unbounded & profuſion, chat the man bim- 
ſelf came to-be fick of chem, and was at a tols Wat to do with fuck a deluge 
of gifts. Mean while politicks had become the topicks of the whole court, 
eſpecially as the Ermiperor was every day holding evuncils with his new favo- 
rite, in one of which it was at Taft agreed that three perſons of great | impor- 
tance ſhould be ſent for to court from their different ſtations: Ser-b8lend- 
ghan from his government of Azimabad; Nizarn-el-rriulk;, * from M8rada- 
bad; and Radja-adjet-ſing, from G8djrat: all men of talents and military 
character, whom it was invended to gun over by heaping honors upon them, 

and by promiſing them the higheſt offices of the Empire. But bardly was 
Nfzam-el-raulk arrived; than his Fodjaary of MStadabad together with 
tlie rick Dfighir he eroyed in chat province, were both transferred to Yticad- 
qtian with theſe: further circumſtances, that che hame of Msradabad was 
changed into that of Rocgn abad, or Roctn- ed dos las colony; and that 
the whole was beſto ved upon him as Altimyha. Altimgba, that is as a freehold, 
irre vocablk! With all this thoughtlefneſs, the Eimperor, who now and then 
reflected on the impohey of diſcontenting powerful men {5 wnwotthily uſed, 
thought p- proper to mche-amends40 to the Gentoo Prince, at leaſt by the ütle of 
Makeradja or great Prince, andby pointing out tohim allthe graces and dignities 


to 


M U T 4H A R I N. 


vi 


to which he would be entitled, ſo ſoon as he ſhould compaſs the ruin and deſ- 


truction of the da Stids, But the Gentoo Prince, who was fully appriſed 


| of the Emperor's evity and puſillanimity, declined taking any concern in 
ſuch an affair; and ſenſible of both the innocence and the great power of 
the two brothers, he went over to their fide, and became Abdollah-qban' 8 


boſom friend. As to Nizam-el-mulk and Ser-bolend-qhan, who had come 


from ſo far under the promiſes of being promoted to the high offices of Su- 


preme Vezir and of Pay-maſter-general, they not only were diſappointed in 
that promiſe, but moreover loſteven the poſts and emoluments they had hitherto 


enjoyed. Their ſurpriſe and diſcontent had no bounds; but yet as they had 


ſet their hearts on thoſe offices, and as they were men of valor and execution, 
ce they lupplicated his majeſty to entruſt the caſket of the Vezir-ſhip, to either 
& of his faithful ſervants, then preſent, if he wiſhed to undermine Abdollah- 
6 qhan's over grown power and influence; after which change that noble- 


man would meet with what chaſtiſement he deſerved, if he continued to 
6e prove refractory and aſſuming : and that they took his point upon them 


_* ſelves.” To this reſolute propoſal the Emperor made this curious anſwer; 
I know no man fitter for a Vezir, than Tiicad-ghan. There were then at Court 


ſeveral great Lords of both Iranian and T'8ranian extraction, all men of known 
characters, and all men of execution; but ſo ſoon as any of them would 


open his mouth, and propoſe to rid the Emperor of che two Sẽids under 


che condition of having the Vezir-ſhip as his reward, he was immediately ſa- 


luted by theſe ridiculous words: I know no man fitter for a Vezir, than Tticad- 


ban. Such a ſong repeated at each turn, could not but diſguſt every one: 


and every one retired with indignation, no man chuſing to expoſe his life 


for ſo childiſh a maſter, or to ſerve under ſo infamous a miniſter. What made 


all thoſe lords ſo forward in offering their endeavours on that trying piece of 
ervice, was the favourable opportunity afforded by the approaching feaſt of 
1 | s * 4 | * ' | | - TS 
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the coden or ſacrifice (108), where the whole city would. pour out and 
ad vance beyond the ſuburbs to pray in the open fields; 0d it muſt be ob- 
ſerved that the retinues and troops brought by thoſe two Loy and by the Gen- 
too Princes added to thoſe always attending the Emperor's perſon, could not 
amount to leſs than feventy or eighty thouſand effective horſes: whilſt it was 
well-known that the Vezir Abdollah-qhan had no- more than four or five 
thouſand troopers about his perſon: nor could it be denied but that on that 
very day a general report had run all over the city that Abdollah-qhan was 
colts to be arreſted or flain. And yet with all theſe favourable circum- 
ſtances, and with,ſo favourable an opportunity, nothing was done, and not a 
man re 9 585 Nay chis very report ſerved only to put Abdollah- 
qhan more upon his guard; and he that Had hitherto admitted no man 
but thoſe of Barr, whoſe ſoldiers, being all Seids like himſelf; he was in- 
clined to truſt moſt, now ordered twenty-five thouſand horſes to be raiſed 
forthwith, without any diſtin&tion of country or nation. The report was 
of ſo preſſing a nature, that it had already: reached the other brother, Vice- 
roy of Decan: impreſſed with well-grounded fears for the ſafery of his brother, 
and alſo for that of his family and wealth, which he had left in the capi- 


tal, he reſolved to poſtpone every other object, and to quit the Decan 
in order to march to that city, where he intended to rid himſelf” of all ap- 
prehenſions for the future, by cruſhing at once all the enemies of his fami- 
ly and power. * 


Tus deſign having taken poſſeſſion of his mind, he rememberd of Muezed: 


The Viceroy IT 
reſol-ed to re. din, a neglected young man, now at the Sah8 Radjah's Court, where he 


pair to Court at 
8 tan paſſed for a ſon of Prince Ecber, youngeſt ſon of the Emperor Aorengzib; 
he ſent an eſcort to bring him, and he made him enter the city of Aorengabad 


in the middle of a pompous retinue; but in ſuch a manner, however, that no one 


* P — 
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(108) That day the whole people march out of the city in che open fields, where pray ers are laid in the 
open air. Look at the note 17, ſection iſt. 


could 
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on: To this he added, a private ſupplication of his own, © wherehe intimated 


& his being forced to quit his ſtation, and to repairto the city in order to recover a 
&« of fo continual and ſo laborious a campaign”, Theſe letters f ichtened che 


his own uneaſineſs at a time when one of the brothers was coming to the city 
with a powerful army, whilſt the other was enliſting men on all bands, he re- 
ſolved to make his accommodement with fo powerful a family. He there- 
fore ſent the Gentoo Prince, Adjet- ſing, to carry an apology to Abgolla- qhan; ; 
and as the meſſenger was of a ſincerity of character welcome to both parties, 
he ſoon found means to leſſen the diſtance that divided the Emperor from his 
Vezar, as he had attached himſelf to the latter for life, and had obtained ma- 
ny favours on his recommendation, without forfeiting, for all that, the good 
opinion which the Emperor entertained of him. To put a ſeal to this recon- 
ciliation, which took place at the end of Shevval, the Emperor ſet out of the 
citadel, accompanied by his favourite Yticad-qhan, and his Miniſter Qhan- 
do8ran; and with a deal of pomp and magnificence, he went in ſtate to pay 
a viſit to Abdollah-qhan, to whom he ſwore that henceforward he would be 
his friend in full ſincerity, and without any reſerve, or any remainder of 
rancour ; and theſe proteſtations having produced a ſcene of excuſes for 
paſt errors, and of ſolemn promiſe of future attachment, the Emperor re- 
turned ſatisfied to his palace; but ſuch was the inſtability and fickleneſs of his 
temper, that he never continued in the ſame mind for any length of time; but 
ſhifted endleſsly - now ſubmitting quietly to his fate, and taking diſſimulation 
and acquieſcence for his part — and then reſolving on coming to extremities 
with the Seids, and making them feel all the weight of Imperial reſentment : 
And all this alternately juſt as his mind chanced to be influenced by the dif- 

| $3 Y 2 | ferent 


could diſtinguiſh the young man's fits: - This Sven Ws now made a pa- 
ragraph in his diſpatches to the Emperor, and inſtructions were requeſted there 


cc health impaired by the air and water of Decan, as well as broken by the faligues ; 


Emperor: His natural puſillanimity was deeply impreſſed; and to get rid of 
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The Emperor 


at:micated. 
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ferent opinions of his confidants and favourites, who being like himſelf nar- 


row ininded and puſillanimous, diſcouraged the men of valour and reſolution, 


Who were fully able to execute che moſt difficult orders. The latter, of courſe, 


| refuſed tobe dictated-· to by ſuch a vile ſet of men as had the Emperor's ear, of 
even to have any concernat all with them: ſo that they retired one after another 
to their lodgings, full of indignation at the enormous credit of thoſe worthleſs 


men that approached the Emperor's perſon. And even the yery men whom the 


Emperor had ſent for from afar, in order to ſtrengthen his own cauſe by their | 


valour and advices, had, by this time, loſt the employments they had hither- 
to enjoyed; and they lay neglected and unthought of, as was the caſe with 
Ser-b8lend-qhan, and Nizam-el-mulk, who had come over upon his preſ- 


ſing invitations and his expreſs commands, and who had his Imperial promiſes 
under his hand- writing. Once theſe two Generals being joined by Mubaruz- 


e-mulk, and the RadjabDjehi-fing-ſivai, went in a body to the Emperor, 
and propoſed, * That Abdollah-qhan ſhould be diſmiſſed from his office 
« forthwith, as the whole buſineſs depended upon dropping the veil, and act- 
< ing openly, after which, himſelf, as well as his younger brother, might eaſily 
« be cruſhed / and, in that caſe, they undertook either to prevail on the two 
« brothers, by dint of reaſoning, to behave henceforward like dutiful ſub- 
« juQs, or to fight them as incorrigible rebels, guilty of numberleſs inſolen- 
“ cies and inſults.” So bold a declaration did not rouſe the Emperor: He 
continued to liſten to his favorite, diſappointed and diſguſted the two Gene- 
rals, as we have already ſaid; and as if he had not done enough yet, he took 
a rich Djaghir from Ser- bꝭ land- qhan, and to this affront added the greater one 
of beſtowing it upon Emir-djemlah, that vile diſſembler, who had already 
perpetrated the ruin of Aſſed-qhanꝰs me and was working hard for demo- 
liſhing the empire likewiſe. 

Taz Emperor, on returning to his palace, ſent for Vqlaſs-qhan, a 3 


whoſe intimate connections wich the two Seids were known, and he gave him the 
commiſſion 
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ib 


n quieting Abdollah-qhan's rid, ſoas to reclaim him from exci- 
ting troubles, and to engage him to prevent his brother from quitting the Decan. 


& certain that he had already ſent his younger brother Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan 
to B8rhanp8r, at the head of a body of four or five thouſand horſes, with or- 
ders to prepare a camp-equipage and a train of artillery. He had been 
rouſed by the troubles that were riſing in the capital; and he intended to 
march, when he received intelligence that the Emperor had gone to viſit 


eternal fnendfhip to their family. This contrary intelligence could not but 
perplex his mind, but yet he ſtayed the preparatives he was making for his 
departure, and reſolved to wait for further advices from the capital: and he 
was in a ſuſpenſe of mind, when to his amazement he was rouſed again by a 
preſſing letter from Abdollah-qhan, who requeſted his haſtening to his aſſiſ- 
tance without a moment's delay. At the ſame time the general report was 
at Aorengabad that his brother, the Vezar, was reduced to extremities at 


the capital; and that he had no a moment to loſe, if he wanted to fave 
him from deſtruction. What added greatly to his inquietude, was an an- 


« might be better for him to repair to Ahmed - abad in G8djrat, if he only 
c wanted to change his air; elſe, he might come to the capital, where his 
«© Majeſty would ſee * with pleaſure.” This was accompanied by an or- 
der to ſend to Court, the pretended ſon of Prince Ecber. . 


ther Abdollah-khan was inliſting troops with all his might at the capital: in 
which operation he was greatly ſeconded by the wretched circumſtances in 
which not only the train of artillery at the capital, as well as all the troops 


For the report ran ſtrong that he was already in full march; and this much 


Abdollah-qhan in order to bury all the paſt in oblivion, and to ſwear an 


ſwer returned to his ſupplication by the Emperor, which purported that © It 


WuIILsr the Viceroy was preparing every thing for his march, his bro- 


in and about chat immenſe city laboured, but alſo by the diſtreſs which even the 
. guards with the whole * houſchold ſuffered for want of pay and 
ſubſiſtence 
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ſubſiſtence. Fullnine months in arrears wereduetothem, whether in conſequence 
of Abdollah-qhan's neglect, or perhaps through his own contrivance. They 
had received nothing in that long while, and their diſcontents had riſen to a 
height; but they had no one to direct it, or to lead them to action: So that 


Abdollah-qhan's levies amounted by this time to full twenty thouſand horſes; 
and he had beſides the art of adding to his ſtrength by a winning deportment. 


Here is an inſtance of it: 


SER-BSLEND-QHAN was by this time reduced to an extreme neceſlity, 
not only becauſe he had been at all times indigent, and his Djaghir had been 
taken from him of late, but eſpecially becauſe he had ſpent his all in ſupporting 
the troops he had brought with him, which were now perſecuting him for their 
arrears and pay. Driven to deſpair by ſuch large demands which he could 
not ſatisfy out of his own purſe, without depriving himſelf of every thing, 
he had now reſolved to get rid of the clamours of his troops, and of the 


perſecution of his other creditors, by abandoning to them, his elephants, 


| horſes, equipage, furniture and jewels, as far as they would go; after which 


he intended to put-on a religious garb and to turn Fakir. Nor was Nizam- 
el-mulk better circumſtanced: that General who had been ſent for to court 
with ſuch preſſing invitations and under a ſolemn promiſe of the caſket of 
the Vezir, not only had been diſappointed, but he had beſides loſt a rich 
Djaghir which he poſſeſſed; and he had the mortification to ſee it beſtowed 
on Yticad-qhan, this new favorite, on whom the Emperor ſeemed ſo far to 
doat, that he ſeemed to have no eyes and no ears but for him. He now lived 
retired without ever going to Court, and was pining away in diſcontent. The 
Vezir being informed of all theſe particulars, engaged the two Generals 
by dint of intreaties to come to his palace; and when they were arrived, he 
ſent for Ser-bolend-qhan's military officers, and his other creditors, and af- 
ter having adjuſted all their demands, he payed them out of his ow] pri- 


vate treaſury, and more over recommended him to the government of Cabsl, 
. then 
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the vacant. Turning chen his attention towards Nizam-el-mulk „ he made 


him hope chat he would ſhortly. be appointed to the government of Malva: 


two actions chat gained him entirely the hearts of thoſe two Lords. It was 


juſt at this time that Mahmed-aamin-qhan arrived ſuddenly at Court from 
Malva without any leave and without any letters of recall. This deſigned 
governor had advanced as far as Serond where receiving no further inſtruc- 
tions from court, and hearing alfo that Hoſſc in aaly-qhan, Viceroy of Decan 
was upon his march for the capital, he quitted his poſt, and repaired to 
court, where the Einperor would not ſee him; and he moreover diſmiſſed 
him from his ſervice. Abdollah-qhan no ſooner heard of this, than he ſent 
for him, and by dint of preſents and favors gained him to his party: and 


he was fo ſuccesful in this kind of warfare, that Qhand68ran himſelf, who in 


ſociety with Emir-djemlah had been fo inſtrumetal in blowing the coals of 
diſſentions, now. went over to the Vezit's fide, and was admitted to all his 
ſecrets. | 
So many deſertions could-not but ſour the Emperor's mind; and he was 
contriving expedients every day to chaſtiſe thoſe deſerters. One day the 


Emperor going out with a hunting party, had agreed wich his courtiers, that 


at his return he would call at the Vezir's; and as Maharadja-adjet-fing's 
lodgings were upon the road, and cloſe to that miniſter's palace, it was ex- 
pected that the Gentoo Prince would ſtand outtomake his bow and preſent his 


Nazur, in which caſe he might be ſeized eaſily, without the Emperor's appear- 


ing to be of the plot. Unluckily the Gentoo Prince, who was feartul of what 
might come to happen, being conſcious how much his attachment to the Seids 
had rendered him obnoxious ; or ho poſſibly: had received timely intelli- 
gence of what was intended, thought proper to repair to the Vezir's palace, 


where he tarried. This miſcari iage could not but affect the Emperor's ſpirits; 
and although part of his retinue was already rendered at the Vezir's, and 
chat miniſter himſelf had come out and waited on the ſtrand for che moment 


131 


2 , - — — 12 
py Pg <1 Nb < . — 7 P* wc: 


ww — 


* 2 


* » * — N v — 5 g 2 — 
r r Geo we + a> a oe —— — = —— — — 


* 
* — 
— by 


—— — 


— * * 5 U 
NN * 


— 
an 
* _ 
— — - * 
-- 


1! 
7 
* 


. = — 
— 2 Pa. Co — bal I D -- = 


— 


* a 


— 


JV”, — ._-- - 


— 
Ty - 
_- 
= 


<< 2 


Ad 
—— 14 


- 
- IS, 
.A = 
wy - 


—_— 
— 


Fw 2 {> by * by - 
— ww — — 
” oy - N - — — 2 
r 77. eo. n 
PI 7 > IN * 


— = 
. r A n 
- © — 
— — — — — 
—_ _ - 
A. — - - 


gb | 
#'? 


1 « 
. 3 | iy 
ht 


The Viceroy 
in full march 
for the capita!, 


obliges his army 
to an exact dift+ 


pline, 


An affecting 


man was bold enough to offer the leaſt injury to any one in the many villa- 
ges encloſed every night within his encampment. One day, a girl, daugh- 
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of paying his bow, the Emperor kept his eyes fixed on the oppoſite fide, and 
having ordered his bargemen to ſteer by the middle of the ſtream, he ſoon ar- 
rived at the citadel. "AY 

By this time Hoſſein- aaly-· qan had W Aorengabad, and was on * 


march towards the capital. Although his army was numerous, and his camp- 


followers ſtill more fo, he made them obſerve ſo exact a diſcipline, that no 


ter to a poor widow, that could hardly ſubſiſt, came out of one of theſe villages; 
and impelled by the pangs of hunger, ſhe availed herſelf of the darkneſs 
of the night to ſtroll about the tents-in queſt of. ſome food. A man was ac- 
tually dreſſing ſome victuals; and ts her, whether ſhe choſe to fol- 
low any ode that would take care of her, She conſented, and fell aſleep 
cloſe to the man, who overcome by the fatigues of a long march, ſlept ſound- 
ly the whole night, without ever thinking of the girl. At day break he got 
her mounted upon a camel that carried his things, and ſent her with-the bag- 
gage. Mean while, the widow, who had in vain waited late at ni ght for her 
daughter, could not obtain a moment of ſleep; but at day-break, ſhe took 
her poſt upon a rifing ground, cloſe to- which ſhe knew. that the Viceroy 
would paſs. On deſcrying his elephant; ſhe ſcreamed out, <* that a virgin 
cc daughter, the only property left to his afflicted ſervant, having; ſtrayed laſt 
night about the camp in queſt of ſome food, had to all appearance been 
« enticed away by ſome of his people.” She added with a ſlood of tears, 
* that ſhe hoped that the Viceroy out of a tender regard for afflicted widows 
< and all injured people, would condeſcend to ſtop, until her daughter 
« ſhould be found out, as ſhe could not bear to live without her only child.” 
Tux Viceroy greatly affected by the woman's tears, ſtopped ſhort, and 
after having ſworn that he would taſte neither food nor drink, until ſhe was 
righted, he ordered ſtrict ſearch to be made throughout the whole army. 


M UT AG HE RAI N. 


IL 


On this ander the — produced their rolls, and Ending cheir offi 


cers every where, they enjoined to each 'commantet to ſend a number of 


cruſty men amidſt the ranks in order to ſet up an exact ſearch ; and as there ate 
angels always ready to ſecond the intentions of virtuous men in high offices, 
chis immenſe multitude, that equalled the -crouds at * day of the judgment; 

and which moved like che waves of a ſea, proved of no obſtruction to the 


and both brought before the General. The letter turning towards the girl, 
aſked her how ſhe came to go aſtray; and whether her perſon had been med- 
dled with? the girl anſwered, that tired with ſuffering every day the pangs of 
hunger, and the thoughts of the famine, ſhe had followed the man of her own 
Fee-will, in hopes of putting an end to her ſufferings: and that as they bad ſlept 
the whole night ſoundly, he had not touched her perſon. The Generel, 
on this anſwer, returned thanks to God Almighty, that her chaſtity had re- 

mained undefiled in his camp, and that he had it in his power to gratify the 

diſconſolate mother. At the ſame time he ſent one of his guards with her, 

wich orders not to quit her cottage, until the whole army ſhould be gone, 

and at a diſtance (109). 

Ir has been mentioned, that Holein-aaly-qhan had ſent his younger bro- 
ther to BSrhanp8r to prepare a camp equipage and a train of artillery. It was 
che fifceenth of Sheyval,- in the year 1131 of the Hedjrah; bur. that city being 
upon the high road to Shah-djchan-abad , he waited there for another letter from 
tac capital, reſolved. to take his final reſolution upon it; but on receiving intel · 
lizence of his brother's danger, he ſct out immediately, and having tarried 
only a few days 1n that territory to diſpatch ſome preſſing buſineſs, he com · 
menced his march: It was in the beginning of Muharrem, in the ſeventh year 


of the Emperor's, which anſwers to the year 1132 of the Hedjrah. He was 


6ꝙ/—T2Äꝛ 


— 


(109) It is a pity that this narrative, like ſo many others, ſhould ditappouiut the reader's expectition. The 


22 has ſaid nothing about the Vaceroy's having accompauicd the girl's reſtitution by a haudzul t gold to 


Z | accompanied 


ſearch ; for after a ſlight inquiry, the man and the Zirl were both found out, 
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I THE Im 
dconpaied by a vaſt number of perſbns of diſtinction, ſuch as a ſon of his 
own uncle, called the holy Navvab, but whoſe name was Aﬀed-ollah-qhan; 
He had alſo all that Nobleman's children, together with Djan- neſſar- han; 
Yqhlaſs-qhan, Deputy to the Governor of Berar; Afed-aaly-qhan, the mai- 
med, a relation to Aali-merdan-qhan; together with Dilir-qhan of Paniput, bro- 
ther to Qhan-ſaadyc; and Yqhtiſas-qhan, nephew to Qhan-aalem ; as well ns 
 Hadji-ſcif-ollah-qhan, and Zya eddin- qhan, Divan of the whole Decan, with 
 Firoz-aaly-qban, the Paymaſter, one of the moſt renowned Seids of Bar. 
Several Gentoo Princes had likewiſe accompanied him of their own motion, 
ſuch as Radja-partab-ſing the Bundlah, and Radja-mohcum-ſing, one of the 
principal Lords of the Viceroy's Court. He was alſo attended by all the 
crown-ſervants o Decan; ſome of their own accord, and ſome much againſt 
their own will. His army as numerous as the billows of the ſea, covered the 
whole plain; his cavalry alone, amongſt which were ten or twelve thouſand 
Marhattas, amounting to full thirty- thouſand horſes; the infantry was innu- 
merable, as numbers of Manſobdars, or Military Officers, who had never 
moved from their homes for either Viceroy or Prince of the Blood, had 
now been obliged to attend. As to the fortreſſes, ſome like Ahmed-abad, 
were garriſoned by hicafelf, and ſome he left to be garriſoned by the Mar- 
hattas. 

ALL theſe arrangements being taken, and ſome days ſpent | in diſpatching . 

uſineſs about BS chanps8r, he departed, and proceeding by continual marches, 

1 che river chat flows by Acbarp8r: On his arrival at MandGu, he was 
met by Iqhläfs. qhan, the nobleman that had been ſent by the Emperor to ſooth 
Hoſſoin- -aaly -qhan' s mind, and to prevail upon him to return to Decan. This 
noblem an in a private audience recounted, how An accommodation had been 
=. two different times agreedto, and two different times broke: How the ſcedsof 


« « diſcontent and difſention ſeemed to ſhoot- up every where : How the Gran- 


" dees of che Empire were flocking to the capital: How both Nizam- ul: mull 
5 and 


0 
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ce and Mahmed-amin-qhan continued ſullen in their diſcontent: And how 
er the Einperor was more than ever addicted to Vticad-qhan.“ All theſe 
matters being repreſented in their proper colors, could not fail to render the 
Viceroy anxious abont his brother's fate. He was advancing with ardor, and 
receiving on his way the homages and compliments of all the Gereon and 
Commanders, on his paſſage; but he had the mortification to find himſelf 
flighted by Merhamet · qhan, an officer of character, who commanded at Man- 
d68, whither he h n ſent from Court for the purpoſe of bringing to 
order the refiy@tory 8 of chat country; a ſervice which he had 
performed much to his honor. This officer having neglected to pay a viſit 
to the Viceroy, could not fail of giving offence, and of becoming obnoxious, 
as he experienced in the ſequel. Whilſt the army was on full march about 


1 


— K „ 


Odjein, news came, that the Emperor, intimidated by the Viceroy's march to 
wards the capital, had payed a viſit to the Vezir, Abdollah-qhan, in which he 
ae into a freſh treaty with him, and an end had been put to all diſſen. 
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tions. He had ſworn to his promiſes upon the glorious word of God, had 


ſolemnly promiſed to be henceforward a friend to his famil y, and had en- . en. wi 
ded his viſit by taking his own turbant from his head and putting it up- 
on chat miniſter's, as a token of a brotherhood- indiſſoluble. The Empe- 
ror not content with thoſe proteſtations had turned cowards Yticad-qhan and 
his other favorites, and had ſtrongly recommended to them to bury all diſ- 
contents in oblivion, to look upon this day as the laſt of the diſſentious that 
had diſtracted his Court; and henceforward to live upon good terms with 
his miniſter. This recital | having ſeemingly affected Hoſſein- aaly- qhan, he 
ſaid aloud in the middle of his Court, that as the. Emperor was fincerely 
« reconciled to them (the two brothers) he might reſt aſſured that they on 
_ « their ſide would henceforward behave as dutiful ſubiects: and I intend no» 
thing more now” add he“ than to pay my reſpects to the Emperor, and 
« Giles to return to Decan,” The greate? part of the greet being com- 
PTR Tour * 8 roſed 
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Wo peror's was but a farce, and all thoſe proteſtations of his, but a tale to 
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principal agent bumble himſelf before the Viceroy, to whom he- preſented a 


Aories which they have learned by heart. In Seraglioes this office belongs ta women: and theſe are held in 


CRE SET. 
poſed of Decaners, could not be but much pleaſed at theſe) words, as eve- 
ry one of them expected ſoon to return to his own home. But the Vice- 
toy's boſom . friends thought very differently; eſpecially ſince that Viceroy 
being in private with them was heard to ſay chat, all that viſit of the Em- 


& jull him a ſleep (110) or at leaft to put a (top to his march: and 
4 that there was not the leaſt truth in the monarch's promiſe, whom he 
te knew too well to repoſe any confidence in him; and reſt aſſured,” added 
ic he, that. if the Emperor finds an opportunity to get us within his clutches, 
& he will not miſs it on any account; nor will i: be poſſible to ſave either 
4 our honour or our lives: but reſt aſſured alſo that if he falls within our's, 
« we ſhall notuſe him better.” = 1 0 | 

. . AFTER having pronounced theſe words with much deliberateneſs, he de- 
camped and advanced into the territory of the Radja of Gohud, where ſome 
villages were plundered, and ſome havock committed. But on the Gentoo 
Prince's Vekil or Ambaſſador appearing with a peiſhcuſh or a ſum of money, 
the country was ſpared, and ſuſſered no further damage; ſo ſtrict were the 
orders given on that head. This was not the caſe with Radja Djehbi-ſing-ſi- 
vai's dominions: the whole country was ſacked and plundered, to puniſh its 
owner for his fiding ſo warmly with the Emperor. In vain did the Prince's 


conſiderable ſum of money. The compliment was rejected; and every thing 
in his country was abandoned to the rapaciouſneſs and fury of the ſoldiers. 
Tilled fields without number were ravaged, and young perſons of both ſexes, 
carried into captivity; nor was any inquiry made about choſe diſorders. In 


a little time the army arrived at about three or four days journey from the 
eapital; and the roads became thronged with the retinues of people of the 


— — —ͤ— — * — 


| (101) There are in India Menial ſervants, whoſe buſineſs is to lull men a ſleep by repeating certain tales or = 


much higher eſtimation than the men, being welcomed in the beſt companies. | ; 
ples | higheſt 
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higheſt diſtinftion, who flocked to pay their Court to ſo powerful a Viceroy, 
Zaafer-qhan was of the number, as well Ratan-chund. All theſe together 
with a vaſt multitude of the wealthieſt citizens behaved ref; pectfully, and were 
received with regard; but Zaafer-qhan who had made a ſhow of bis nume- 
rous retinue, and on that account ſeemed ſomewhat aſſuming, had the mortifi- 
cation to ſee himſelf lighted, and even rendered ridiculous. This nn 
neſs in the Viceroy as well as in his brother the Vezir, was continually fed 


by numbers of tale-letters, who deſirous themſelves of novelties on their own 


— . „ 4 


account, were poiſoning their minds by reports true or falſe; and who una- 
wares of the fatal conſequences that might enſue from ſuch diſſentions, were 


— * — — 


every day contriving expedients to widen the breach which always ſubſiſted 


g 
f 
F 
f 
is 


h 
, 
4 


between the two brothers and the Emperor. The principal of theſe was 
Ratan-chund, who impelled in general by his religious zeal againſt Muſſul- 

men, and in particular by his enmity to the Emperor and to ſo many gran- 

dees of the Empire, mide ſuch envenomed reports, and irritated the Vice- 

roy's mind to ſuch a degree, that it became totally incurable. Incenſed be- 

yond meaſure, he had advanced cloſe to the city, and encamped under 

Firoz-ſhah's ſteeple. It was the firt of Reby. On approaching his tent, 

the muſick played to him, which is never done but for che Emperors them · 

ſelves ; and after having entered it with a retinue and a pomp truly Royal, 

he was heard to ſay, that as he did not think himſe elf a ks Be did not 

eare to pay ſo much de torence to the etiquette, . 3 

Evex all this did not rouſe the puſillanimous Emperor: bier 8 = "ja a (ub. 

and undecided, he talked of che Imperial indignation, and of the chaſtiſement 
which might be tht: conſequence of it; and a day after, he ſpoke only of for- 

bearance and diſſinaulation, and even made advances towards a reconc iliation | 

and a renewal of x romiſes and ſtipulations. | So much feebleneſs diſcouraged 

even his moſt zeal dus ſervants: Radjah Djchi-fing, tired with ſo much uncer- 


tainty, once propa ſed io him to come reſolutely out of the caſtle, to put him- 
e ; | „ 
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Generous ad- 
vice of Djehi- 
ſing-ſivai's re- 


jected. 


990 
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ſelf at che head of his houfchold and troops, and to full ſid lenly upon thoſe 
two rebellious brothers. The moment,” ſaid he, that your troops and 


ce friends, (and theſe after all cannot be reckoned at leſs than twice the num. 


C ber of thoſe that follow your enemies) the moment your friends ſhall perceive 
< that you are acting openly and with vigor, they will flock to you from all 


ce parts, and will put it in your power to puniſh your enemies. I am even 


« jnclined to believe, that at ſuch a fight, numbers that ſeem to follow the 
ce ſtandard of the two brothers, will quit it, to return to their lawful maſter, 


e and will be aſſiſting in cruſhing them to atoms: So that theſe falling at once 
« from the height of their hopes, ſhall be obliged to ſubmit to your pleaſure.” 
Tuts generous advice did not produce any effect: So that none of the 
Lords of the Court, who ſaw the Emperor's levity of temper and his infa- 


tuation for his unworthy favorites, thought it expedient to declare themſelves, 


or to take the lead in an affair in which himſelf ſeemed quite paſſive. And 


what 1s ſingular, whilſt Djehi ſing's advice lay unminded, no firm reſolution 
was taken to come at leaſt to ſome ſincere accommocation.. The ſober advices 


of ſo many Grandees zealous for the honor of the crown, were diſregarded ; 


and the Emperor approving nothing but what was ſuggeſted by his own mind, 


or by his thoughtleſs favourites, ſpread the diſcouragement every where, and 


was ruining his own affairs. No wonder then if at laſt he ſaw what came to paſs: 


For numbers of Grandees, equally wiſe and brave, on-beholding ſach a de- 
plorable ſtate of things, were broiling on the fire of impatience and indigna- 


tion ; and they groaned at having their hands tied-up, and ar finding them- 


ſelves condemned to inaction. Nay, ſome that had heretofore been put under 


the Vezit's command, now quitted his party of their own motion, on diſcover- 
; ing to what lengths his ambition and arrogance might proceed, and matters 
| might have taken another turn; when the Vezir, aware of his danger, and 

oblized to haſten a criſis, ſent the following meſſage to the Lmperor: Should 


| * your Majeſty vouchſafe to diſmiſs Djehi- ſing, that known enemy ot our family, 


« from 
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_., & from your Court, and to ſend him back to his own country; and ſhould you 


8 condeſcend to add to that favor the two others of beſtowing on our friends rh 8 
te the two offices of Grand Maſter of the Artillery, and of Superintendant of Emperor. 
cc the two Halls of Audience (111), with full leave to us to take our own pre- N 
« cuations in the Imperial Caſtle, we, the two brothers, your faithful ſervants, 

« being henceforward free from our apprehenſions, would attend your Majeſty's 

ce perſon, as we did heretofore.” The Emperor, without betraying his 0 

ſentiments at ſuch a meſſage, anſwered calmly, that * In fact, thoſe two offi- | 


_ _  _— <= cMAS > 4 — 
— = — 


& ces were in the Vezir's poſſeſſion, or in that of his friends; and that nothing 
e had been wich held from them but the execution of the laborious part, 
« which of courſe devolved on Yrticad-qhan, as Deputy to the Veair; but 
a that at any rate, his Deputyſhip would ceaſe of itſelf on the New Year's Day; 
« That as to Djchi-ſing, that Prince had already received, ſo early as che 3d 
c of Reby, an order to repair forthwith to his own country, and had quited 


© che Court accordingly.” 
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So moderate an anſwer ſerved only to embolden the two ch, the more 
ſo as it became glaring every day, that Feroh-ſyur had not a grain of courage 


in his conſtitution ; and although he deteſted the 8 zids, and wiſhed their de- 


ſtruction; and he was eternally exhorted by the boldeſt of his ſervants to put 
himſelf at their head and to fall at once upon thoſe rebels, nevertheleſs, 
ſuch was his puſillanimity, that he did not dare to put himſelf upon his 
defence, and till leſs to fally forth and attack his enemies. Againſt his own 
conviction and inclination, he ſent the conſent requeſted by the Vezirz 
and on the 5th of the 2d Rebi, that Miniſter repaired to the Caſtle in the 
middle of a crowd of perſons of diſtinction, devoted to his intereſt, 
amongſt which Adjet-ſing was the forem-ſt: He diſmiſſed the Emperor's 


troops and officers from all their faced uy offices, and placed! his own in 
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(111) There are two Halls of e the Public and Privat ; the latter is in the Gh80-qhana, « or bathe. 


ing plac: ; that is, the private appartments. The Grand Maſter, an important office, ſom times but not al- 
ways defigned by the expreſſion of Mir ateſhi, or Lord of Fire, He has the right to A: guards all round in 


the citadel of Dehily, in Which is Seated Uac Lipperial Palace. | 
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their ſtead ; ſo that of all that multitude of men of diſtinction, who attended 
1 W 7 5 daily on the Emperor's perſon, there remained no one but Tticad- Khan his 
5 7 82 favorite, Imtiaz-qhan, the Comptroller of the houſehold, and Tafer- qhan 
the introductor, with a few others of which the Vezir uſed to make ho ac- 
count at all, together with a few menial ſervants and eunuchs. A few hours 
after, the Viceroy furrounded by a pomp truly Imperial, put himſelf at the 
head of his troops, marched through the city in battle array, and having tak- 
en poſſeſſion of the gates and ramparts about which his troops ſpread ſo as to fill 
ſeveral ſtreets, he continued his march to the caſtle, where having alighted he 
payed a very ſhort viſit to the Emperor. It was remarked that very few 
words were exchan ged between them; and although the Emperor preſented 
him with a quantity of elephants, horſes and jewels, he vouchſafed his accep- 
tance only for a few, excuſed himſelf as to the reſt, and on his departure 
made fo careleſs a bow, that it gave general offence. Even ſuch a ſcene did 
not rouſe Feroh {yur : he continued motionleſs, and paſſively ſaw himſelf 
diveſted of his dignity and patrimony in the middle of his palace. Two 
days after, the Vezir returned to the caſtle, diſmiſſed the few perſons that re- 
mained attached to the Emperor, placed his own creatures every where; and 
giving the charge of the gates to a truſty friend of his, he ſent for the keys of 
the private ſtairs, the dormitory, and of all the courts of Juſtice. As ſoon as 
the Viceroy was informed that all was quiet within the citadel, he ſet out in 
as much ſtate and pomp as before, and taking his march along ſeveral ſtreets 
which had been filling theſe two whole days with his troops, he repaired to 
his own palace, called Shahiſtah-qhan's Bara-dery (112), which was cloſe 
to the citadel. What is ſingular, he had with him the pretended ſon of 
Prince Ecber, but mounted upon an elephant in ſuch a manner that his face 
could not be diſtinguiſhed. The next morning the Vezir went to the caſtle, 


Mt 


(112) This Palace took its name from a Pavillion, common in India, being built upon twelve columns, or 
being open by twelve Porticoes, as =o words import, tor tho perpols of 9 
ever it might blow. 


and 
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and after having again requeſted the offices he had once mentioned, he went 
on enumerating the many grievances which he as well as his brother, had 
been ſuffering theſe many years: and hiſtory has conſerved his very words: 


It was in theſe terms: In return for the important ſervices we have render- 


141 


« ed you in your times of impotence and diſtreſs; In return for the blood 


« we have ſhed in your ſervice, as we had already done in that of your fa- 
« ther and grandfather, ſuch faithful ſervants as we, have met with nothing 
« but miſtruſt, ſuſpicions, and a variety of ſchemes againſt our lives and ho- 
cc nor. For pidof of which aſſertion we want no more than this letter which 
« you wrote to that ſavage of Di8d-qhan-peni, to exhort him to arm him- 


« felf for the deſtruction of ſo meritorious and fo innocent a ſervant as my 
« brother; | Nor do we need any other vouchers than theſe repeated and 
« preſſing orders which you were continually ſending to all the great men of 
( Decan, for the purpoſe of exciting them to our ruin and deſtruction. 
«© Now, there remains but one expedient capable of quieting the minds of 
« us, your faithful ſervants; and that is, to put us in poſſeſſion of the two 
« offices which we have already requeſted, inſtead of leaving them ſtill in 
e the hands of ſtrangers; who make it a point to miſlead your mind: For 


« unleſs we obtain thoſe two favors, it will be unſafe for us to come as ſub- 


6c jects to the caſtle ;' and as ſervants, SP to ee our maſter with 
any peace of mind.” | | 


To this ſpeech: the Emperor, as uncautious and as tovphteb as ever, an- 


ſwered only by promiſing that ſhortly he would comply with all their re- 
queſts, although he ſaw full enough that matters had come to ſuch a crilis, 
that he had no other party left but that of acknowledging the Seids for his 
maſters. The converſation mean while being protracted to an unexpected 
length, degenerated into an altercation in which high . words and harſh ex- 
preſſions were exchanged. The Emperor unable to contain himſe elf called 
boch the Vezir and Yticad-qhan names, and made uſe of unbecoming lan- 


__ guage ; 
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The Emperor 


gives up 


Empire. 
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guage and the latter fooliſhly endeavouring to pacify them, the Vezit ſtop- 
ped him ſhort, by giving him the moſt opprobrious abuſe, and commanding 
his being taken out of the caſtle, immediately. Yticad-qhan, thunderſtruck 
by ſo unexpected a command, loſt all preſence of mind ; and hardly able to 


diſtinguiſh his feet from his head, he thought it high time to ſave his life: he 


; retreated, and meeting his Muſhreff or head- accomptant's Paleky, he got 


into it, arid fled as faſt as his chairmen could fly. That very moment 


. every, part of the city was in an uproar ; and this uproar which was occaſioned 


the 


by multitudes of people running to and fro through every ſtreet and every 
lane, gave the Emperor an inſight into his real ſituation. He ſubmitted to 
his face, and retired into the ſanctuary or women's apartment, where he 
took- up his abode, unmindful all the while of the ſentence of the word of 
God: Death ſball find ye out be ye ſhut up even in iron towers : a dreadful 
ſentence which then did not occur to his mind. 
 Am1Dsr all this uproar and this ſudden reverſe of fortune, all "TY 
tening Sol, putting duſt upon his head, had deſcended like Feroh-ſyur's ſta 
below the horiſon; and frightful night in her ſable veil ſliding gradually 
down from the battlements of heaven, had covered every thing with dark- 
neſs and horror: ſhut were the gates of the Citadel, thoſe once doors of ſecuri- 
ty and peace of mind; ſhut were they, and barred forever! The Ve- 
zir with Adjet-fing ſlept that night within the caſtle,” whilſt the Emperor's 
zealous ſervants were obliged to take their abodes without. 


Every one, confounded, remained motionleſs, anxious to ſee 
* What further ſcenes would bring forth the pregnant womb of time. * 


In that night of ſcreams and confuſion, which like that darkneſs which 
is to precede the day of judgment, covered with its ſable veil the whole extent 
of the city, nothing was heard but coaliled noiſes; nor did any one know what 
might actually be doing within the caſtle: for the Vezir's troops having 
taken poſſeſſion of every great ſtreet and market, as well as of every gate of 
1 2 e erk Las M fe 


Wenn 


the city, paſſed the whole night under arms, whilſt the Marhatta officers 
with their whole Cavalry remained on horſe=back, in expectation of being in- 
ſtantly called to action. But the moment the day commenced dawning, 


every one of che citizens roſe in a ſtate of incertitude, and with a mind that 


floated betwixt hope and fear; and whilſt Sol was ſhedding his firſt rays 


on the golden ftandard of the Vezir's fortune, a report ran that he had 
been killed; and nothing was heard in the ſtreets and markets but cries 
and ſcreams. Juſt in that moment of ſuſpenſe, ſome conſiderable Lords, 
incenſed at the reverſe of fortune of which they heard only from common 
report, thought it incumbent upon themſelves to run to the Emperor's aſ- 
ſiſtance, and as they thought, to ſupport his defenders: cheſe were Saadet- 


qhan his father-in-law; Ghazi-eddin-qhan, the goat's beard; and the brave 


Aghyr-qhan, the Turk : theſe three mounted, and advanced towards the caſ- 


_ tle, with what troops they could collect. But Nizam-el-mulk and Qhand68- 
ran, thought it would be prudent to ſtay at home. On the other hand Mah- 


medaamin-· qhan mounted likewiſe, but it was to go to the Vezir's aſſiſtance. 
But as a body called the Cammul-poſhes or blanket-wearers(105), were going 
to join Qhand68ran, their commander, they fell-in with a body of troops of 
| Marhatta horſes, who forbad their paſſing farther; and this threat IIS 


| been received by the others with a ſhower of arrows whilſt Mahmed-aamin 
qhan's ſtandards were making their appearance on the oppoſite fide, the 


Marhattas who took them all for ſo many enemies, and did not reliſh their 
finding themſelves cooped within a city's walls, where they could not fight 
but in ſtreets and lanes, took fright, and putting if pur to their horſes, they fled 
on all ſides without further inquiry, to the un peakable ſatisfaction of thoſe 
idlers and ſharpers who thronged the ſtreets, and eſpecially to the great Joy of 
the Mogols and other diſbanded ſoldiers of the Emperor's, who already in- 


— 
11 


(105) The word Canmull, which ſignifies a coarſe woollen blanket, imports alſo a Cuiraſs ; and there are in 
India, Cuiraſſes of quilted cotton as well as wool, that will ftand the ſtroke of a ſabre. There are ſome ones 
ſtuffed with the zefuſe of raw filk, and theſe reſiſt not only the ſabre and lance, but alſo the bullet. 
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A body ot 
Marhatta horſe 


deſtroyed with- 


in the city by the 
mob. 


Several ſkir- 
miſhes in the 
ſtreets between 
the two parties. 


his five ſons, was arriving near the caſtle at the head of a body of troops, 


by thoſe brought by the favorite Yticad-qhan, and the late grand-maſter of 
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cenſed at the hanghtineſs of thoſe infidels, ruſhed amongſt them pell- well, 
and commenccd killing and ſtripping the runaways. The Marhattas con- 
founded to find nothing but foes in every ſtreet and at every door, diſperſed 
and fled farther, as far as the camp, but not without leaving fifteen hundred of 
their's upon the ſpot, who as well as the whole corps of one Sinta and of two 
or three officers more, were hacked to pieces: They had alſo numbers of 
wounded; The horſes. of all theſe ſlain were laid hold-of by the victors and 
by the mob, who on breaking ſome ſaddles by accident, were ſurpriſed to 
find the ſtuffing full of pieces of gold. | 178850 

I was at this very time chat Mahmed-aamin-qhan arrived with his troops 
in the Viceroy's camp, where he was received with the higheſt applauſe for 
his readineſs. Whilſt all this was paſſing in- the ſtreets, Sadat -qhan with 


as did Ghazi-eddin-qhan with another; and the oppoſite ſtreets, were filling 


artillery, Seyd-qhan: theſe were followed by three thouſand Hind8s In the 
Emperor's pay, under the command of Manhar, an officer of truſt :, all theſe 
were taking poſſeſſion of poſts in and about Saad-ollah-qhan's market, and 
preparing for an attack. Theſe movements, being rumoured in the Vice- 
roy's camp, as well as the Vezir's pretended death; and the Marhattas con- 
firming the account by their diſorderly flight ad their wounds, the whole of 
the Viceroy's army was in an uproar; and one rumour more, and it diſperſed: 
luckily for him that certain intelligence arrived at this critical moment of 
the Vezir's being alive and ſafe. This having revived the Viceroy's ſpirit, 
he diſpatched a choice body of his beſt troops to drive thoſe that had aſ- 
ſembled in Saad-ollah-qhan's market. Theſe troops puſhing forwards with 
ardor, fell-upon the enemy, and commenced a ſharp engagement. In the 
midſt of a hot fire, Ghazy-eddin-qhan's elephant being wounded in the 
trunk by a rocket, turned about, and ran away with his maſter, who was 

immediately 
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immediately followed by his whole corps. Sadat - qhan was wounded at the 
| Game time together with his five ſons, and he quitted the field; and Vticad- 
qhan, after having given himſelf ſome motions, without any inclination to 


come to blows, retired to his houſe, and intrenched his quarter. His perſons 


was but of ſmall moment; but here by his trepidation and flight it became 
a ſignal for falling upon ſeveral ſhops and ſtreets about Saad-ollah-qhan's 


market, which were all plundered and ſacked: And as if no effort made 


in favour of Feroh-1 yur was to meet with ſucceſs, the brave Aghyr-qhan 
who now appeared from the ſuburbs at the head of a body of Moguls and 
other foreigners, found the Lahor-gate ſhut up, and the walls lined with 
troops. Mortified at ſuch a diſappointment, he was obliged to return. 
Some firing and ſome fighting was ſtill kept-up in the ſtreets and lanes, when 
proclamation was made by a number of public cryers that F eroh-ſyur was 
confined, and that the Prince'Refi-ed-derjat had aſcended the throne. The 
Imperial muſick ſtriking-up at the ſame time, and quarter being proclaimed 
every where, with injunctions to every one to retire to his home, the 
vanquiſhed: recovered from their deſpair, the citizens retired to their homes, 
and the tumult ſeemed to ſubſide. | 


Ws have left- Feroh-ſyur within the apartment of the ladies; and the 


Vezir with the Gentoo Prince was waiting in expectation of his coming 
out to hear what further they had to ſay, and of his furniſhing them with an 
opportunity to ſeize his perſon, as the tumults, that had apparently ſubſided, 


had commenced a freſh, and pillage and ſlaughter were going-on. But 


Feroh-ſyur did not come out; and the Viceroy ſenſible of the conſequence 
of a moment's delay, was ſending meſſage after meſſage, repreſenting to 
his brother © that the tumults were increafing; that the throngs of armed 


* men were becoming more numerous; that a general revolt was going to 


take place, and would not fail to raiſe a great blaze: and that therefore 
&«- the buſineſs was to be put an end to ſome way or other, as a moment of 
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Feroh-ſyur 
cragged out of 
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red, 


— delay, might prove e Whilſt the laſt meſſage was deli- 


| had found means from the top of the houſe of Nedjm-eddin-aaly-qhan, 
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vering, a body of Afghan ſoldiers mixed with ſome of the Vezir's ſlaves, 


younger brother to the Vezir, to deſcend within the yard of the Imperial wo- 
men's apartment, which was cloſe to it, and which proved guarded by a 
nnmber of Habeſhinian, Georgian, and Calmuc women (106). Theſe be- 
ing driven away, the ſoldiers penetrated within the gate, and fell a rumaging 
every apartment in ſearch of Feroh-ſyur. At laſt ſome women too delicate 
to bear the tortures to which they-were expoſed, pointed to the place of 
his confinement, and the ſoldiers ran to him. At this ſight- the Empe- 
ror's mother with his conſort and daughter, unable to endure ſuch a ſpecta- 
cle, ran to his aſſiſtance with a number of Princeſſes and ladies of the firſt 
rank, who having encloſed hi n within a circle which they formed round his 
perſon, fell to prayers and intreaties. But of what avail could be thoſe tears 
with a troop of Soldiers? and in ſuch a moment whoſe pity could they move? 
At laſt after a deal of ſtruggle, he was diſengaged from thoſe women, dragged 
upon the ground, and confined in a dark ſmall room on the top of the Tir- 
po8hah(107), and all this with ſuch outrages and ſuch indignities as had 
never been afforded to the Imperial perſon. | 
His reign, without reckoning the time elapſed from Muezzendin-dje- 
hander-ſhahs exaltation, laſted ſix years and four months. All the foregoing 
events have been collected from memoirs or memorandums written at that 


very time by perſons of credit and diſtinction, who wrote either as witneſ- 


be 


(106) This guard amounted to ſome hundreds of women, moſtly armed with the ſabre and the target, but ſe- 
veral were ſo likewiſe with the ſpear or the muſquet. As to the Georgian women, whoſe charms make ſo 
much noiſe all over Turky and Perſia, they ar deemed in India too ſtout and too fleſhy for beauties. Small 
delicate women, with a beginning plumpneſs, being the peculiar taſte of the Indians. This guard was com- 
poſed partly of Calmuck or Tartar women and of Gordjenies or Georgians, and partly of Negroe and Habeſſi- 


nian women, who promicucuſly bear in India the appellation of 557 Seradj- ed-doõ 8 la had in Bengal 
ſuch a female guard in nis Seraglio. | | 


(107) This is a lofty building raiſed either in the middle of a markct, or on the gate of a fortreſs or a pa- 
lace, It is called Tirpodliah, becauſe always raiſed upon five bodies of maſonry, making three porticoes , but 
the vulgar pronounces Tinpu8liah, That building looks exactly like a triumphal arch. 

| eſ 
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ſeſs or as tranſactors: and ſome of theſe being men of letters and ingenious, kev : "Bi 
found in this ſentence of the holy writ, take warning ye that have eyes, the. 


chronogramme of this event 


The Vezir having diſpoſed of Feroh-ſyur in this manner, 8 chat as 


the whole city was yet in an uproar, it was incumbent upon him to proclaim 


another Emperor ; and he got him proclaimed accordingly under the names 
and titles of Shems-eddin-ab8-al-berecat-refi-ad-derdjat(108), younger ſon 
to Refi-al-cadr, nephew to Bahadyr-ſhah, from a daughter of Prince Ecber, 


younger ſon of Aorengzib. It was on a Wedneſday about nine o'clock in che 


morning of the-ſecond Reby, in the year 1132 of the hedjrah. The young 


Prince was then twenty years old; and as the ſcreams all over the city did 
not allow any time ſufficient to ſend him to the bath, or even to make him 


ſhift his clothes, he was drawn in all haſte from the place of his confinement, 


and in all haſte placed upon the throne, with only a chaplet of large pearl 


which the Vezir had juft time to throw over his apparel, ſuch as it was. 
The Imperial muſick having ſtruck up immediately to announce this event 
to the people, the ſcreams and uproars ceaſed at once, and in a little time 
more the tumults ſubſided every where. 

Tux Vezir after fo critical and ſo perilous a day, thought proper to pas 
that night in che citadel, ſurronnded by a numerous body of his braveſt and 
truſtieſt friends; having previouſly placed at the only gate left open, a guard 
on which he could depend. Not ſatisfied with all thoſe precautions, when it be- 
came neceſſary to form a houſehold to the young Emperor, he appointed the 
whole of it from his houſchold and dependants down to the Eunuchs, Cham- 
berlains, Menial Servants, C ooks, and Water- carriers. As af irther precaution 
he placed his own guards every where, and ſilled all the avenue; of the pa c: 


and even of the private apar dente, witch his Own dependants. The next day 


_—Y 


(x08) Theſe words ſignific Refi-ed-doydiat, the ſa1 of religion and the father of bleſſings, and likewiſe the. 
bringer of. cheapneſs. Refi-ed-derdjat ſignifies of a ſublime degree or dignity, 
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the new Emperor having according to the cuſtom given a public general au- 

dience, \Adjet-ling and Ratun-chund dupplicated that the Hindoos all over 
the Empire might be releaſed from the opprobrium of the capitation (109) : 

this favor was granted, and orders were at the ſame time dif) patched every 

where for confirming all Governors, Commanders, Viceroys, and Crown-offi- 

cers, in their reſpective commands. In the mean time the famous Yrticad- 

qhan was confined with a deal of contumely, his Djaghir ' reſumed; and his 

Palace, where he had amaſſed an immenſe treaſure in gold and ſilver, coſtly 

of Yricad-qhan jewels, and exquiſite ſtuffs, was taken poſſeſſion of: But what is ſingular, on 

> cumaging for treaſure, there was diſcovered another ſecret hoard of his, which 

conſiſted only of gems and jewels of an amazing value: all preſents from Fe- 

roh-ſyur, but which now ſerved only to enhance his difgrace, and the many 

affronts put upon him. The whole was ſeized for the Vezir's uſe, without 

his Wing the leaſt notice of the outrages and contumelies, that had been of- 

fered to their late owner. At the ſame time were reſurned all the Djaghirs 

and lands which Feroh-ſyur had beſtowed on his ſycophants, and none was 

ſpared but that which was enjoyed by the Rani, , late conſort of that dethro- 

ned Prince; and this was rather out of regard to Adjet-ſing, her father. The 

Manſobdars and officers of the body-guards, called Vala-ſhabies, who enjoyed 

lands and Djaghirs, until they might be payed in ready money, were ripped 


in the ſame manner; and as to the common troopers they were given to un- 


derſtand that if they wanted ſervice, they muſt repair to the Viceroy 8 camp, 


Great changes where they would be inliſted at the rate of fifty rupees per month, ready mo- 


and reſump- 
tious. 


ney one wich another. Mahmed-aamin-qhan already Second Paymaſter, was 


2 — —_—  — 


hs 


= | (109) The capitation which riſes in France from twenty Sols to two thonſand Livres, this being what the 
Dauphin himſelf is taxcd at, and which the clergy itſelf pays under the name of convention : the Capitation, 
| which cuts ſo great a figure in Ruſſia, and riſes in Turky from three half crowns to eleven, is but a ſmall ob- 
| | | | ject in India, whe it is called Djeziat, and has never been of more than three half.crowns per head : it is now 
7 fallen in diſuſe all over India, where Hindoos or Gentoos continue ſtill to be diſtinguiſhed only by their Djama 
| h or coat folding upoh the breaſt from right to left, whereas that of the Muſſulmen folds from right to left. = 
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confirmed in his office; and Zaafer-qhan was ſubſtituted to Stif. Ollah⸗qhan, third 
Paymaſter. Nizam-ul-mulk was appointed to the Viceroyalty of Malva, al- 
though he was ſo far from liking the complexion of the times, that he had re- 
peatedly refuſed: that office. Ser-b8lend-qban,' who had been appointed Go- 
vernor of Cab81 ſome-time before the Revolution, and on that account had 
ſtopped at fifteen coſes from the capital to ſee what would be the fate of the 
Empire, was ſent for, and he received a new the patent and inveſtiture of that Go- 
vernment; after which ceremony vs 0 diſmiſſed wich honor and diſtinction. 
The rich Fodjdary of M8radabad was given to Seif- eddin- qhan, one of the 
N Vezir's younger brothers. One Mahmed-reza, a new man, was appointed 
Supreme Judge and Caſuiſt of the Court; and Emir-qhan-aalemghiry, who 
had enjoyed the Government of Echer-abad, was made Sadr-et-(8d8r Tu 
Dianet-qhan was made Divan or Superintendant of che Revenue Office, as 
was Radja-baqht-mul of the Military Cheſt; but all theſe, together with every 
one of the Officers of Finance and Adiminiſtration, were held to be no more 
chan ſo many Lieutenants of Ratan- chund's. Himmet · qhan one of the Vezir's 


were beſtowed pon him. As to the Offices and Governments that proved at 
a diſtance from the capital, no change at all was attempted in them, for fear 
of loking al command over thoſe diſtant parts. Only the Government of 


flichted the Viceroy, when he paſſed by his diſtrict; and it was given to Qhad- 
jem-c8li-qhan, a TSranian or Tartar; but Radja-adjet-ſing-(1 11), who to 
8 n of e eternal. curſes and cnn. of the 1 wanted to be Sone 


F. T3. 
_ * * * * * 9 * — — — — — 


110) The office or Sadr of Sedres anſwers to that of grand almoner in Fries, and more properly to + lick 
of the King's Confeſſor, inaſmuch as he has the diſpoſal of the Eccleſiaſtical benefices and Lands. The Sadr-el- 


theſe lands cannot amouat to leſs than eee a year all over the Empire. 


( 111) He Was s father t to the Rani or - Gentoo Princeſs conſort of Fereb-tjar, and the more odious on. 8 
of tae part he had taken againſt his Son- in- law. 


B b | to 


boſom-friends was made Comptroller of the Privy Purſe, and moreover Tu- 
tor to che young Pfince ; and over and aboye all that, ſeveral ſucrative offices 


Mand68 | was taken from Methamet-qhan, that Officer of merit, who had | 


S5y03P in ladi 1, is the Sapzrigtendant of the charity-lands, that is, lands ſet apart for decayed families ; _ 
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Ferol ſyur s 


exit, lated y 


conte porari s 


in two. different 


Ways. 
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* 
to his Government of G8djrat, could not obtain _ and was requeſted to 


remain in the city. | | | 
As to the dethroned Emperor, his exit belt related in two Aifferent manners 
by two different men of diſtinction and credit, then upon the ſcene of action, we 


mall inſertthem both, reſting the truth or the falſhood of either narrative on 


the reſpective merits of either author: For it has been reported to me by men 


of honor and veracity, that the two brothers had never entertained thoughts of 
attempting F *eroh-ſyur's life (112), or had ever intended to offer him any ill- 


ulage; their only view being to make ſure of his perſon ; and for that purpoſe 
they had put him under the care of a truſty Afghan-officer, who was to have 
him under his care night and day. Nevertheleſs it happened that Feroh-ſyur 
availed himſelf ſo well of a moment of abſence, that he ſtole away unperceived 


in the duſk of the evening, and going from terrace to terrace, he wanted to jump 


down, being already at a diſtance from the place of his confinement; when the 


Afghan returned. On not finding his priſoner, and knowing that his life was 


at ſtake, he looked narrowly every where, and ſpying at a diſtance ſome one 
that was lurking under the ſhadow of a wall, he ran thither, and finding it was 
his priſoner, he threw himſelf upon him, and brought him back. That vile 
fellow had no ſooner ſeen him in the place of confinementagain, than makinghim 
ſit on the floor, he, with that hardneſs of heart and that brutality which ſeem to 
make the baſis of the character of an Afghan, fell a beating and a cuffing him 
unmercifully. Feroh-ſyur, unable to bear ſuch vile uſage, ran to the wall with 

all his might, and daſhed his head with ſo much violence againſt it, chat his full 
was broke to pieces, and that very moment he departed to the manſions of eternity. 


— — — 


** — — — — 


(112) This is what fays a Seid for another Seid, and a Shyah for another Shyih. But we have juſt ſeen a 
few pages above, that Hoſſein-aaly qhan, the younger brother, had ſaid the very reverſe of that aſſertion ; and 
we have ſeen that he had ated conſtantly up to that notion of his ; nor had they ordered Ferob- ſyur to be 


dragged and beaten ſo outrageouſly, and then confined ſo unworthily, had they intended no more than to ſe- 
cure his perſon. | | 


(113) Thet Nobleman, who enjoyed the higheſt offices in Aorengzib's court, and lived with that Emperor 


88 footing of a friend, took the title of Qaaf or timid and circumspeR, or concealed, to defign the Kyle of 


Bur 
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Bur Haſhem-aaly-qhan-qhaki the hiſtorian, * to Qhadja - mir, the bitorian, 
1 Feroh- ſy yur's death to an expreſs order from the two brothers, betraying 


at the ſame time throughout his hiſtory the utmoſt deteſtation and enmity againſt 70 
them, as well as againſt their family. As on the other hand it is poſſible that 
I, the poor man, ſhould incur the imputation of ſome partiality for them, I 
have thought it belt to refer his very text, without taking any liberties with it, 

fave that of correcting ſome falſe conſtructions which had crept in it, either 
through the writers inaccuracy or the copyiſt's i ignorance. Let then the 
credibility of the n narrative reſt u with the author. It is. 
as follows: k 

cf Tw O months had already elapſed ſince chat e Prince had been 
« confined i in that narrow dark place, where he experienced a variety of hard- 
“ ſhips, when a red-hot needle was paſſed over his. eys ; a cruel operation, 
« which however, did not deprive him entirely of the light of the day. Tired 
« of ſuch repeated ſcenes of barbarity, that ill-fated Prince, in the ſimpli- 
« city of heart, natural to a man in diſtreſs, and in that love of command, 
_ * ſo capable of putting a man off his guard, and of ſetting at nought every 
other principle, betook himſelf to ſeveral expedients for putting an end to 
© his ſufferinzs : At one time he would ſend to his enemies excuſes for his 
« former conduct, promiſingto let them diſpoſe of the Empire, ifthey would but 
place him on the throne as before: At another, that unfortunate man, bu- 
© ried alive, would turn towards the Afghan, Abdollah-qhan, (for ſuch was 


5e his keeper's name) and would tempt him with an immenſe ſum of money, 


i he could but carry him as far as the dominions of Radja-djehi-fing-fivat. | 
*All this did not fail to be exactly reported to the two brothers, who being 
* cndleſsly {inſtigated by their adulators, as well as prompted by their own 


« © gps thought it n time to put an end to ſo dangerous a life. To effect 


* their purpoſe, they got poiſon tobe mixed at two different times in his victu- 


1 9 and this had no effect or very little ; but the third time, the doſe operated 
B b 2 1 e and. 
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<< and as they went to ſee how the unfortunũte man's ſoul was wrung ett of 
c his body, he loft all patience, and after having reproached them in fevere 
ec terms for their atrocious ingratitude, and that faithleſſneſs of their's that had 
« ſo often taken the ſacred word «of God to witnels, and had ſo often pledged 
« the holy writ for their fidelity; he apoſtropized that ſacred volume itſelf, 
« and wondered how it had not worked a miracle inſtantly for the puniſhment 
« of ſo much perfidy : He even vented reproaches againſt the Mayelty of 
« Divine Juſtice, which had ſapinely ſuffered; as he ſaid, fach faithleſs men 
« to be ſtil} alive; and as he continued to exhale his feelings in thar.reproach- 
cc ful ſtrain, the Vezir impatient, ordered a leathern thong to be ſtrained 
cc round his neck ſo as to put an end to his talking; but the unfortu- X 
ec nate Prince having layed hold of it with both hands, ſo as to keep it aſun- 
ce der from his neck, and having ſtruggled hard with both hands and feet; 
ce the two Barbarians tired with ſo much reſiſtance, ordered his hands to be 
cc parted by dint of blows; and the Prince having ſuffered for a length of 
te time all the agonies of a lingering death, at laſt departed this fragile world. 
„Beware of ſtretching ſo eaſily thine hands towards that table ſpread by time, 


% For every morſel upon it is tainted with deadly poiſon. 


& Tt is true that a report ran then, and it runs ſo to this very day, that the 


cc 


dying Prince proving too-tardy, the two brothers finiſhed him with plung- 
“ing their Qhandjars (144) in his bowels ; but nevertheleſs this report is con- 


cc tradicted by the very man who ſuperintended the execution, and who ne- 


* ver could relate that mournful event, without ſhedding abundance of tears, 


* and without bitterly lamenting the neceſſities of his ſituation, He has been 


66 heard poſitively to ſay, that there had been no ſtabbing at all. Be it as it 
6 may, the body remained for fix and thirty hours unattended to and unbu- 
« ned; and it was only after ſuch an interval of time, that it was thought of: 


ce then only it was purified according to the rites of religion, put upon a bier, 


OT 


- 


" * \ | | 98 ES ' ' 
(114) The Ghandjar is a poignand with a bent blade, pecular to the Turks, who carry it upright and on the 
right ſide ; but it is occaſionly worne by both Perſian and Indians, the latter on the left ſide and inclined. 


& and 
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te and cnryed to the Emperor Hg miign's Sepulchte. On its being brovight | 


«out, two or three thouſand needy men and women, who uſed to find a re- 
pure in his liberality, tore their eloathis, covered their heads and faces with 


« Ut; and having ſurrvunded the bier, they accompanidd it the whole way, 


« ſhedding abundanee of tears, and pouring forth all kinds of curſes and ex- 
ce ectations upon, his enemies, whom they loaded with opprobritis language. 
« I perſons of dittinetion, to wit, Dilaver- aaly- qhan, and Seyd-aaly-qhan, 


& both Paymaſters t to tlie brothers, had been Tent to attend the body a Chief 


« Nolirnert : and they were followed by a multitude of the principal citizens, 
. all melted in tears ; but no ſSoner had the proceſſi jon quited the ſaurbs, 
« thin the Chief Mourners were hooted ſeveral times, and feveral times al. 

10 faulted witn ſtones, brick-bats, and clods of earth : Nor would any one 
« out of that multitude of needy people ſtoop to o accept of the money they had 
* brought for diſtribution ,or partake of that llaritiey of victuals Which they had 
40 prepared in conformity to the cuſtom; but on the third day after, a vaſt 
60 number of poor people and beggars having aſſembled in an ' orderly man- 
« ner at the place where Fer6h- {yurs body had been waſhed and perfumed, 

« made a collection amongſt themſelves, and prepared with it a large quanti- 
of victuals which they diſtributed to others; they ſent likewiſe for ſeveral 
readers of the Coran, paſſed the whole night with them i in e and 


9 lamentations, and departed 1 in an orderly manner.” 

1 WonDERFUL God! how thy divine Juſtice did manifeſt ieſelf f is the 

« ſeveral events of this revolution his enemies bad ſo many reaſons for 

| being expeditious with him, and fo many motives of hatred beſides, that 
one would think it was incumbent upon them to make him paſs rapidly 


and at once from this little fragile habitation into" the other world. But 


© no: Feroh- yur i in his days of power had ftrangled his brothers, yet in 


their tender years, murdered numbers of innocent perſons „and blinded 
ſome others: and he muſt therefore favour the flavour of all theſe cruel- 
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Kon of the rich- 
es in the palace. 
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eſt brother. 
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60 ties, before he is permitted to make his exit: he muſt from the hands 
« of others experience all thoſe agonies which others had ſuffered at his hands. 
« Nor did the two brothers eſcape the day of retribution,” or go themſelves 
e unpuniſhed. In a little time they met with that ſame uſage which they 
* had offered to others.” Thus far Haſhem-aaly-qhan-qhafi. 

To return to our own narrative, the two brothers after having diſpoſed of 
Feroh-ſyur, took poſſeſſion of the Imperial ſtores and treaſure: Elephants, | 
horſes, rich furniture, ready -money, exquiſite jewels; in a. word whatever 


they ſhewed a mind to, was carried away and mixed with their own ftores, 


in what manner they thought proper, ſharing the whole amongſt themſelves. 


It is even reported that Abdollah-qhan, who was exceedingly addicted to the 
ſex, carried away fame women of incomparable Mary from the Imperial 
Seraglio: But this God only knows. | 

Soon after this fatal event, it was remarked that all cordial h had $2 
endo the two brothers; and although that coolneſs did not appear in pub- 
lic, it was ſoon perceived by thoſe friends of their's who knew their reſpective 
tempers; and ſeveral matters tending that way were ſucceſſively, but ſilently 
taken notice of by the bye ſtanders. There was likewiſe ſome unequality in 
merit between the two brothers; and indeed it was univerſally acknow- 
ledged, that Hoſſien-aaly-Khan, the younger brother, was far ſuperior to 
his elder in diſcernment, bravery, and many other valuable qualifications 
which a bountyful heaven had implanted in his conſtitution. ' In power he 
ſeemed ſuperior to all the Princes of his time, nay to ſeveral that bore a 
character in hiſtory for having beſtowed kingdoms and crowns, and con- 
quered Empires. Unfortunately neither his power nor his life laſted any 
length of time: If they had, it is highly probable that the times which we 


have the mortification to behold, would not prove ſo humiliating and ſo 


deplorable, as they are; nor had the honor of Hindoſtan been thrown to 


che winds; nor had the Indian nobility and gentry been reduced to that de- 
| plorable 


whole nation required the iron hand of correction, it is not ſurpriſing that 


world. Let us therefore ſubmit to our ie: for God ordains what be ee 
and atis as be pleaſes. Fl. eee h cos 
UNFORTUNATELY for the two en and for the diſpoſitions they 
had made, the young Emperor, Refi-ed-derdjat, laboured under a conſump- 
tion, and was ſubje&t to a ſpitting of blood, which ſoon put an end to his 


ney towards che regions of eternity; We hardly knew any thing of them : 4 
and the riſe of Nico-ſyur, ſon to Prince Ecber, 'and Grandſon to Aoreng- 


Refi-ed-d681ah's life-time; ; we have thought it expedient to bring into one 
point of view whatever we have been able to collect about thoſe three per- 
ſons of the Timurian family, in order to connect it with the body of our hiſ- 


tory 5 and to give to the whole an orderly appearance; for the reader may 
reſt aſſured that what little the younger Princes afford to this hiſtory, has been 


x amounts A 


che perſon and power of chat hero, ſhould have been only ſhewn to the 


reign; in ſo much that three months and ſome days after he had ſubmitted to che 
odium of aſcending the throne, he departed his life on a Saturday, being f 
the twenty-firſt of Redjeb. His younger brother Refi-ed-d681a, was brought 
forth and ſeared in his ſtead ; whilſt the two Seids continued to diſpoſe of' 
every thing i in the Empire, and with as great a ſway as ever. As theſe two 
fickly young Princes may be faid to have juſt made their appearance 
upon the theatre of the world with the bare title of Emperors, 1 in order to ; 
be immediately withdrawn; ; and they my be compared to two traveller 
who juſt made a ſhort pauſe on the throne, in order to continue their 3 jour- 


zib, a young Prince, then confined at Ecber-abad, having taken place i in 


carefully aſcertained „ although their lives have been ſo obſcure and ſo little 
an object of talk, that their very names are hardly known to this day | in ſhort | 
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Plorable condition to which we ſee it reduced - But as the morals of he 
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580 A. gudn v time adler Refiied-do8lat had been brought from his priſon to 
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a chrone, another young Prince of che. Imperial family, but who was corifined 
ie the citadel of Ecber-abad, the ſecond capital of the Empire, was proclaimed 
bythe. Governor and Officers of the place, as well us by the Militia of the vil- 
lages dependent on that fortreſs, and the Manſobdars and Cavalry dependent 
on hee of the province all which ſoon formed Aa e per- 
ſon. ] name was Nico ſyur( 114), a younger fon of Prince Keber's. 

They were aſſiſted by che inhabitants of the city of Ecber-abad,, who ſecing 
the conyxulſions chat deſolated che Umpe ial. family, willingly embraced his 
party. Such ameyent being likely to prove of a dangerus conſequence, the 
cy brothers reſolved to ſite it in it's, very beginning. . They quitted.,the 
capital, and taking with them bath. the! young Prince Refi-ed-do8lah, and 


the. principal perſons, of the city and court, they marched, to Echer-abad, and 
1 to It's caltle. And although Nico. [yur did not betray May anc 


of valor e or capacity, in defending the place; nevertheleſs the gates. were 


ſoon layed open, 2 and he was { eized and confined. The Garriſon was chang- 
ed, and. a proper puniſhment. inflited on the officers of the caſtle, ad the 


7 i 


commanders of the Militia, who had, planned the whale reyolution. A But 


| this little ſucceſs did not mach tranquilize;the minds of che two brathers, A 


flux and a confumprion were preying 0 on, the, young Emperor Refi-ed-di8- 
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lah; and althqug ah the Vezic {pare] no 3 in bringing together, the able. 
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Phyſicians of the Empire, his care and anxiety proved. of no, ayail and the 
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Prince : after a nominal reign ſtill ſhorter than, that of his Predeceſſors, gave 


evident, Ggns of, his drawing to. lus end, and. o of his. being on tl the Point of quit 


— — 


ting 5.the,horrowed boſpice of chis. World. In a ſhort time his life was deſpair- 
ed of; and the tyo brothers, who needed a pageant upon the throne, {en [wo 
perſons of nate, to fetch another Prince from the caſtle of Sclizagur which Is 


1 
err 


a part of che citadel of Shah. dichan abad. Theſe Were. Nedim eddin -qhany 


3 
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0 14) Nico-ſyur, a name of t ke ſane in port as Feroh- y ur, ſignifies of a virtuous diſpoſition. 
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their younger brother, and Galas end although others ſay that che 
firſt, as Governor of the province of Dehli, was alone entruſted with that com- 


miſhon, and that the other only did accompany that nobleman. The orders 


were to bring forth Roſhen-aqhter (115), ſon to Quodjeſtah-aqhter, alias- 
Djchan-ſhah, who was ſon to Babadyr-ſhah. This young Prince was then 
in his eighteenth year; and ſo early as Muezzeddin's acceſſion to the throne 

under abs name of Djehander-ſhah, he had always lived in obſcurity and 
_ confinement, in an apartment of Selimgur-caſtle (116). He was a youth of 
a charming aſpect, a beard juſt budding, and a beautiful face, in which 
ſhone ſo much acuteneſs of mind both in his air and forchead, as feemed to 
prognoſticate all bis future elevation. He was not yet arrived at Ecber-abad, 
nay, he was yet in che environs of the capital, when news. arrived chat Refi- 
ed-döglah was departing this fugitive world, and had already put off the gar- 
ment of conſciouſneſs. His death was kept a ſeeret for a whole week, others 
fay for ten days, until his ſucceſſor could be at hand. On his arrival, the 
| coffin of the deceaſed Prince was.carried o the Mauſoleum of Qhadja-C8t8b- 
ed-din and buried there in the ſame manner as had been his brother. This 
death left che throne open for Roſhen-aqhter. T2900 

Tuis young Prince condufted by bis riſing fortune arrive at Fateh- 

p8r (1 13), and on the fiſteenth of che ſame month, in the year 1131, of the 
meiſengen's.erreat,/at about ſour aſtronomical hours pf the morning, he a- 
vailed himſelf of a victorious hour and of the luckieſt moment, to ſtep forch 
on the theatre of th&wgrld, and to grace the throne with all the attractions of 
his beanteous perſon. It was then that the ſteps of chat ſublime place were 
dignified by che mention of his name; and then chat tlie ſilver and gold coin 


diſtributed on che occaſion, received an acceſſion of value from the honor of 


——— 
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(IT 5) Rochen adhter, ſignifies of a ſhining ſtar, that is, of a bright deſtiny. 
(116) Selimgur is à real caſt! e and fortification at one corner of, and within the citadel of Delhi- 
(1 7) The author Mages to the | Hate of that OWN, which 1 5 as nden as (ne Pen WERE in Enige- 


»4 


i. 


LY 


DES | his 


2 157 


Roſhen-aqh- 
ter aſcends the 
throne underthe 
name of Mah- 
med-ſhah. - 


138 ORE: e 


his ſtamp. He aſſumed the auſpicious titles of the Succourer of Religion and 
che Father of victory (118). From that moment pr8viſions that had riſen to 


an immoderate price, commenced, becoming cheaper, and once more plenty 


ſhewed it's face in every market. It was remarked that the Navvab (119), 
N Cadeſſiah, his mother, a Princeſs of great keenneſs of mind and great wH- 
dom, had taken care to nurſe in the ſhade of obſcurity and filence that fond- 

ling of the ſun of glory. Fully ſenſible of the complexion of the times and 

of the neceſſities of her ſituation, ſhe made it a point to conform ' herſelf to 

— the pleaſure of the two brothers, who were now become the omnipotent diſ- 
| poſers of the Empire; and her precaution went ſo far, that when ſhe quitted 
the capital to pay a viſit to her ſon, gone to Ecber-abad, ſhe ſet out with ſo 
modeſt a retinue, and ſhe appeared with ſo much reſerve, that ſhe declined the 
| voluntary attendance of numbers of people of diſtinction, that had been in her 
huſband, the late Djehan-ſhah's ſervice. On hearing that they were pre- 
1 paring to follow her, and to augment her cortege, ſhe requeſted them to 
forbear, and even forbad their coming to the gate of her d and 
ſending in their Nuzurs and offerings. 
Ir being. obſerved on her ſon's aſcending the throne, that the three pre- 
ceding reigns had being ſo momentary and fo confaſed, as to ſerve only 
to confound hiſtory, it was enacted that to prevent all confuſion in the 
records, the ſeven or eight nionths that had elapſed under the ſhort lived 
reigns of thoſe three Princes, ſhould be omitred-intirely; and that they ſhould 
be comprehended within Mahmed-ſhah's reign, which of courſe was made to 
commence. immediately on Feroh-{yur's demiſe. At the ſame time to pro- 


vide for ſome of the moſt urgent expences of his mother's female houſehold, 


© AA 
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(13) TE TIES 


(119) The word Cadeiab ſigniſies Sit; and it appears by theſe. ward (Navvab Cadeſſiah) that the word 
Naovvab, which is no more than an Arabic plural of the word Na:b Deputy, after having ſignified a Governor, 
bas come to ſignifiy-a King, fo ſoon as theſe Goyernors came to aſſert or even to aſſume an independence 
from court. Some Englith have then rightly tranſlated it by the word Xing; ; and we ſee here that it Ggnifics 
Uſo a Queen. | | 


— 
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+ fam of fifteen thouſand rupees was allotted for that purpoſe. But the 
command of the G81#:para (120), and the office of Nazur, or ſuperin- 
tendent of that houſehold, were conferred on truſty Eunuchs of the Vezir's 
dependence, as it had been practiced wich the three preceding Princes; (on 
whom be mercy for ever!) and the miniſter in providing eunuchs, guards, 


upholſterer's, elephant-drivers, menial ſervants, cooks and even water-car- 


riers, took care to place none in that number, but his own ſervants. It was 


on the ſame principle, that Himmet-qhan, one of the Vezir's intimates, a 
man who enjoyed already five or fix offices, was prepoled over the new 
monarch's perſon, as his Tutor; and more over entruſted with the privy 
purſe, as well as with the treaſury of the palace. All this was patiently 
ſubmitted to by the young Emperor, who ſenſible of the criticalneſs of his 
ftuation, formed no oppoſition to any of the Vezir's pleaſ ures, and had 
beſides the good ſenſe to ſhew him every demonſtration of deference and 
regard. But this did not produce the leaſt abatement in the jealouſy, 
wich which he was watched: for whenever he went abroad, which happened 
once or twice a month, for the purpoſe of taking an airing, he was encir- 
cled by a body of Seids who did not loſe ſight of him, nor ever carried 
him farther than the ſeats and gardens in the ſuburbs, which at moſt are at 
once or two cofles from the caſtle; and then it was always in order to come 
back bef re the duſk of the evening. But whilſt the Vezir was buſy in 
quieting the capital, troubles were riſing in the neighbouring provinces. 
CnzBILRAM-NAAGUR, Governor of the province of Ilahabad, refuſed 
to acknowledge his authority, and even thought 1 it unſafe, on account of ſome 
improper behaviour of his to the two brothers. Theſe in return took a reſolu- 
tion to make an example of him; and Hoſſein- aaly- qhan had already ſent 


his cam p-equipage forwards: when news came that the obnoxious Governor 


ee, 


— 
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(120) Golal-parais the name of that paling that ſurrounds the Imperial quarters in a camp; it is always at 


fifty yards from the canats, that is the encloſure or wall cloth, ſeven feet high, that forms a common encloſure to 
al the Emperor's tents. 


Cea | had 


The young 
Emperor i en- 
circled day and 
night by the 
Vezir's depen- 
dants. 
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8 had died uddenly. This piece of news could not but pleaſe the Vieeroy; 
but however as it deprived him of an opportunity of ſignaliſing himſelf, he was 
heard to ſob and to ſay: Ts it 10 a pity that we odd be deprived of the plea- 

| The Gover: J#re of ſeeing that proud man's head on the point of a ſpear? Immediately after 

refuſes w .  thak piece of intelligence, news came that Gurd-hur-bahadyr, fon to Dia-ba- 


retutes 
knowledge his 


8 hadyr, Couſin to Chebilram, whoſe Sword-bearer he had been, had ſeized 

on the Government after his uncle's demiſe, and was raiſing troops, as well 

as repairing the towers and fortifications of Ilahabad. The viceroy on this 

intelligence ordered a bridge of boats to be chrown on the Djumnah; and 

ſending for Mahmed-ſhah to Ecber-abad, he publiſhed that he was going to 

take Nahabad; ordering at the fame time his vanguard to march inſtantly. 

| It was at this conjun@ture that Emir-djemlah thought proper to make a- 

gain his : appearance upon the ſtage of the world, in order to be inveſted with 

the office of Grand almoner ; but this did not hinder Ratan-chund from con- 

tinuing to act in all matters relative to finance and government, and even in 

| thoſe relative to diſtributive juſtice and to Eceleftaſtteal matters with {6 un- 

bounded a ſway, that the Moteſeddies and Crown-officers were like ſo many 

cyphers in his preſence : Nor did they give any ſign of life, but when any pa- 

per was 15 paſs in their cuſtody. At laſt even matters of diſtributive juſtice ame 

to be of his reſort; and it was impoſſible to become a Cazy of ſome city, or 

to have any Judicial or Eccleſiaſtical preferment, without his good will being 

previouſly ſecured. One day he brought to the Vezir a perſon of whom he 
had made Cazy or judge of a certain city: the miniſter at ſuch a ſight turned 

towards a nobleman over againſt him, and faid with a ſmile « Our Ratan- 

c chund, do you ſee, can manufafture Cazies alſo; and he recommends 

e likewiſe to Eccleſiaſtical preferments.” The other anſwered: true, my 

Lord, the Lord Radja after having finiſhed his worldly affairs, i is turning 


his attention to religious matters. 


ALL 
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ALI this while the preparatives for the fiege were going on with ſo much 


vigor, chat Gurd-hur's Vekil or Agent, thought it high time to come to camp 
and to entreat the Viceroy's forgiveneſs for his maſter's miſdeeds. He offered 
to ſubmit on condition of being ſuffered. to remain in his; Government, or of 
having it exchanged for ſome ocher wich the addition of ſome title of honor, as 
an atonement. for his loſs, The conditions having being accepted, Gurd- 
har was to come out of the caſtle of Ilahabad, to ſurrender his Goverment with 
the place, and to be transferred to chat of Asd, wich tlie title of Bahadyr or Val- 


liant. But whilſt this agreement was diſcuſſing, commotions and broils were 


riſing in the country of Bundi, in conſequence of certain diſputes about an he- 
reditary principality from which Radja Bihim-fing one of the heirs, lad been 
ejecled by Bedha-ſing the other heir. The diſpoſſeſſed Prince retired to the Vice- 
roy's camp, to whom he payed his Court aſſiduouſly in hopes of being re-inſta- 
ted in his right; and at laſt, he obtained a body of fix-thouſand horſes, all ve- 
teran troops, and all Seids of Bar, who reckoned themſelves to be ſo many 
countrymen, and ſo mnay ki nſ men of che two brothers. They were commanded 
by his Paymaſter General, Sceic--lilaver-aaly-qhan, who had orders to deine 
the. Gentoo Prince, and then to repair with him and with another Gentoo 
Prince, called Gudj-fng, as far as the frontiers of Malva, where he was to 
vait for freſh orders. On the other hand, as little reliance was repoſed on all 
the promiſes made by Gurd-hur, a large body of good troops was ſent under 
Haider-e8li-qhan, towards Ilahabad, to enforce the execution of the treaty. 
 Hiider-c8h-qhan, who was a man of character and abilities, layed ſiege to that 
_ fortreſs, and puſhed his works forward; but as he did not command alone, 

little progeſs was made in the ſiege, the Governor making it a practice to en- 

ter into a negociation for ſurrendering the place, and then to ſtand again upon 
his defence, and to drive the beſiegers from their works. The ſiege draw- 

ing to a length, Hoſſein- aaly Khan croſſed the Djumnakh, and marched to- 

wards llahabed ; and the report of his march having intimidated the befieged. 


Gurd-hur 
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Gurd-hur, who now found no ſafety for himſelf in the plain, retired within his 
fortreſs, to which he conducted himſelf a great quantity of amunidion, and a va 
rietyof proviſions. His family, at the ſame time, gave countenancs to the refrac- 
tory ſpirits of that province; and the holders of Dyaghir- lands in particular, layed 
hold of that opportunity to with-hold their rents. Such a ſtate of things ha- 
ving engaged the Viceroy's attention, he reflected on the natural ſtrength of 
the place, which was at the confluence of two mighty rivers (121); on the 
courage aud perſonal abilities of Gurd-hur; and on the difficulties he would 
to all appearance have to encounter in a ſiege likely to be protracted to a 
length; and which would conſume in that ſingle operation a precious time, 
which was required in other parts of the Empire, where the enemies of his 
family might avail themſelves of his abſence to excite commotions, ſuſcepti- 
ble of blazing into a mighty flame. Senſible of all the difficulties of his ſitu- 
ation, he was likewiſe diſcouarged by ſome ſparks of diſunion which then broke 
out between himſelf and his elder brother, the Vezir Abdollah-qhan. Ir was 
about the diviſion of the jewels and treaſure found at the caſtle of Ecber- 

abad; and meſſages full of diſcontent and peeviſhneſs were paſſing and re- 
paſſing between them; but only in ſecret, Ratan-chund doing every thing in 
his power to conceal theſe diſſentions from the Public eye. Whilſt the Viceroy 


was revolving in his mind how he might act, letters came from the Governor 


Gurd-hur, which promiſed that he would ſubmit, if Ratan-chund were ſent 


to him with full power to grant what concerned his former demands, 


25 well as the ſafety of his perſon. The two brothers pleaſed with ſo fair an 


opportunity of ſmothering a flame which might have riſen to a great heigth, 


diſmiſſed Ratan-chund; who, ſetting out with 'a good body of troops about 


the end of the ſecond Rebi, ſoon arrived at the city of Illahabad, where the 
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(121) The Ganga and Djumna. Nor muſt an European Reader make cheap of the Rivers of India The 
Ganga, in particular, has a courſe of more than fourteen hundred miles within the I mits of India alone; and it 
runs, eſpecially in the rains, at the rate of ten miles per hour, * ſux, ſeven, or ten ſathoms in depth, and in 
numberleſs places, of ſeveral miles in breadth, 


Governor 
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Governor of the fortreſs payed him a viſit, and a treaty was ſoon concluded be- 


tween theſe two Gentoos, to which they both ſwore upon the waters of the Gan- 
ga, this being the moſt ſacred oath amongſt them. By this treaty, the Govern- 


ment of the Province of A8d-was given to Gurd-hur, with all the Fodjdaries 


contained in it, as an-atonement for his parting with the fortreſs of Ilahabad; 
and this being evacuated accordingly, it received a new garriſon, and came again 
within the power of the two brothers. It was the ſecond year of Mahmed- 
ſhah's reign. : Ratan-chund, after putting the finiſhing hand to this treaty, re- 
turned to his two maſters, who received him with every demonſtration of re- 
gard and and honor. 


WnI Is r they were ſhutting up a breach in the northern parts of the Empire, 


diſcontents and broils of a very threatening aſpect were riſing in the ſouthern 
ones. We have already mentioned that Nizam- el- mulk had reluctantly ac- 
cepted the Government of Malva. He found the Province infeſted wich whole 
troops of Banditties, and its tranquillity diſturbed by a number of refractory 
Zemindars; nor were all theſe brought to a thorough ſubjection, without a 
deal of trouble and perſeverance : But the ſubject which ſtruck out a ſpark 
and ſilently ſet on fire all that combuſtible matter heaped every where, was Mer- 


hamet · qhan, that Fodjdar and Governor of che fortreſs of Mand68, who had been 


diſcarded by Hoſſein- aaly- qhan for having ſo far ſlighted him when he paſſed 
cloſe to the walls, as not even to pay him a viſit. This neglect coſt him his 
poſt; and Qhadjem-c8li-qhan, a Tgranian, had been appointed in his ſtead; 
but witkout being able to take poſſeſſion, as Merhamet-qhan delayed the 
delivery of the fortreſs under . variety of pretences: he therefore wrote to 
court to complain of the affected delay, from whence he obtained an or- 
der to Nizam- el: mulk, Governor General of the province, to ſee him righted. 
The General who entertained an advantageous: opinion of Merhamet-qhan, 
ſent for him; and perſuaded him to ſurrender the fortreſs quietly; and as he 
had obſerved talents, with a deal of valor in that officer, he took him in his 
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own ſervice, where he always expreſſed for his perſon a ſincere regard, fig. 
ing every opportunity to employ his abilities. And as in the confuſions that 
had prevailed in the province in conſequence of the inattention of the court, 
che fortreſs of Rat-gur had been ſeized by a certain reffactory Zemindar of 
the neighbourhood, whom Nizain-el-mulk, now honored: wich the tile of 


- Fateh-djung, received orders to expel; he diſpatched Merharet-qhan thicher 


at the head of a good body of troops. This ſerviee was performed by that 
officer wih his Uſttal vigor and diſpatch; and he flattered hümſelf chat it 
would ſoften the minds of the two brothers in his favor: But they were irre- 
conciliable; and Nizam-el-mulk to make him ſome amends; gave him the 


office of clearing the whole province of the Banditties that lurked-i in it, and 


of bringing its Zemindars to a thorough ſubmiſſion. This ſervice alſo was 
ſucceſsfully performed by that officer, who took care beſides to bring under 
ſubjection certain difficult paſſes, and certain ſtrong holds of the diſtrict of 
Chandiry, which ſerved for a retreat to a number of free-booters.. 

As ſoon as Nizain-el-miulk ſaw every thing ſettled in his Government, he 
turned his attention rowards encreaſing the number of his troops, filling lis 
magazines, exerciſing his officers and ſoldiers, and in making continually 
new acquiſitions from the rebellious province of Chandiry. 

Sv cn warlike preparatives could not be concealed from Abdollah-qhan, 
who received dayly intelligence from the Imperial intelligencers, and the 

crown - officers; but he had a nearer ſubject of inquietude: he was informed 
that Mahmed-aamin-qhan now and chen made ufe of che ' Turkiſh lan-- 


guage(122), to enter into a cloſe converſation witch the Emperor, and he 


* 
TI — — 


— 


(122) The Turkiſh language having been the maternal language of Timur or: Tamer lang( Timur the Saane 


there is nothing extraordinary in its being underſtood by the Hindoftany Emperors, his ſucceſſors and deſcchdänt 


As to Mahmed-aamin-qhan, it was his yernaculat language, he being born à Turk, that is, an Euſbbeg -Tarar, or 
Tartar. The Bizarery is, that to day the Perſian, and not the Turkiſh, ſhould be the language of government in 


Hindoſtan, whilſt the Turkiſh, and not the Perſian, has been for theſe ſeveral hundred years paſt the language 
of government all oyer Iran or Perſia, where likewiſe the Turkiſh is the vernacular of ſome northern provinces. 
7 . 
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3 he held a ſecret atdinfertietics with Nizam-el-mulk, about whoſe 


dels could obſerve any more troops than he had occafion for, 
whilſt he entertained a ſtill more numerous body with the diſcontented officer 


Merhamet-· qhan. All theſe intelligetices having given ſome inquietude to 


dhe two brothers, Hofſein- aaly-qhan, the younger, who was Viceroy of De- 


can, wrote to Nizam-el-nulk, that as both himſelf and his brother, with a 


view to put an end to the eternal troubles of Decan, wiſhed to eſtabliſh their 
reſidence in the province of Malva, which was midway betwixt the Decan 


and the capital; they both hoped that to accommodate them he would take 
his choice of the the four governments of M8ltan, -Qhandeſs, Ecber-abad 


and Ilahabad. This letter chanced to produce the very breach it was inten- 
ded to prevent. | Nizam-el-mulk already diſcontented at Dilaver-aaly-qhan's 
being encamped upon the limits of his government with an army; and ſuſpi- 


cious of his motives in effe&ing a junction with the Gentoo Princes, Radja 


Bihim- ſing and Radja 'Gudj-fing, whoſe neighbourhood to a province but 


very lately quieted, had already excited commotions amongſt the Zemindars 


of his frontier; anſwered the moderate letter of Hoſſein-aaly-qhan's in a 


haughty taunting ſtyle; and to ſhew how little he was inclined to conceal his 


deſigns, he added with his Own hand theſe two verſes of his at the bottom of 


the letter: INI Of 6434 it TIE k 


*L am not ſuch a ſaithleſs falſe man ag. to ſwear to y. 
4 0 as I atm not like vou, neither now ſwear to you—e 


the two biSchers having foon comprehended che meaning of theſe t two verſes, 


ſent for his principal agent at court, and they had a very briſk converſation with 


him, which ended in threats againſt. his maſter; and Nizam-el-mulk, hav- 


ing ſoon received intelligence of. it, and knowing at the lame time that Mah- 


med&aamin:qhan was hJeavouring to kindle a ſpark of indignation in the 


young Emperor breaft, he concluded chat che conſervation of his honour, 
power and life, as wel as-that of -all the Mogul W and of an infinity of 
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perſons of diſtinction, depended on the downfal of the two brothers, whole 
pride wounded his feclings, and whoſe enormous power and pretentions leſt 
no ſafety for any one, but for their creatures. He was alſo exceſſively ſhoc- 
ked at the inſolence and overbearing behaviour of:Ratan-chund and of Adjet- 
| ſing. Full of theſe ideas, he held a conſultation with his moſt diſcerning 
friends, and with the beſt of his Generals; and, on diſmiſſing the aſſembly, 
he declared that he was reſolved to-commit his caſe to his own fortune, and 
to diſplay full open the ſtandard of reſiſtance and oppoſition. His reſolution 
being now taken, he wrote a ſhort letter to- the two. brothers; and coming 
out of his palace with Abdol-rahim-qhan, Merhamet-qhan and Rahim-qhan, 
he put himſelf at the head of his army, which. by. compriſing both, his old 
troops and his new levies, amounted to twelve thouſand horſes.. It was about 
the middle of the ſecond Djemady ( 123), in the year 1132 of the Hedj. 
rah, which anſwers to the ſecond of Mahmed- ſhah's. He was then about 
the town of Seronj; where he had heen encamped all this while to over awe 
into ſubmiſſion a number of refractory diſtricts on that frontier. His purpoſe 
being now accompliſhed, he decamped on a ſudden, and marched to 
the ſouth. 1 | | 
Tus intelligence arrived at Ecber-abad-in-a-few days, and became pub · 
lic in a moment. The Vezir wrote immediately to Dilaver-aaly-qbhan, and 
to the two Gentoo» Princes to follow. Nizam-el-mulk ſtep by ſtep, recom- 
mending to them at tlie fame time to omit nothing that could gain to their 
cauſe the numerous clans: of Afghans ſettled throughout the Decan: after 
which their buſineſs would be to cruſh Nizam- el · mulk before he. ſhould 
have time to make any further progreſs. 
Tux confuſion and diſorders in the Empire being of ſuch a nature, as to 
a open a bad example, it was very natural' that the meaneſt men ſhould 


— 


4 


(123) There are two Djemadys, and two Rebys in the Mahomedan year. N as well as all the other 
are e Lunar months from twenty - nine to thirty days, each. 


avail 
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avail themſelves of their very diſtance and obſcurity to aſpire at an indepen- 
dence. 5 | 65 5 ä 1 

Ox x HFoſſein-qhan, an Afghan Qhoiſhky, who was head man of the town of 
coſſor in Pendjab, had theſe many years taken poſſeſſion of the beſt diſtricts 
about Coſſor and Lahor, where he acted as an hereditary Lord of thoſe terri- 
tories. T heſe troubles commenced, whilſt Abdol-ſemed-qhan, the Viceroy, 
was occupied againſt the Syks; and the Afghan had commenced by turning 
away both the collectors and crown-officers from his town. After this exer- 
tion he aſſembled troops; and hearing that C8t8beddin, an officer of character 
was marching againſt him with a body of horſes, he met him half-way, 
killed that commander, deſtroyed or diſperſed his Cavalry, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of his baggage. This victory having raifed his character as well as 
enlarged his views, he Toon found himſelf at the head of eight or nine thou- 
ſand horſes, with which be eſtabliſhed his contributions far and near: So 
that the Viceroy himſelf, although with only ſeven or eight thouſand horſes 


about his perlon, found it worth his while to march againſt him; and the 


two armies met at Chiony, about thirty coſſes from Lahor. Abdol-ſemed- 
qhan gave the command of his center to Kerim-c81y-qhan, his pay-maſter; 
and at his right he placed Djany-qhan and Qhoadja-rahmet-ollah, two rela- 
tions of his, and both men of tried valor, whom he put under the com- 
mand of Hatyz-aaly-qhan, brother to Qhan-mirza, after having advanced 
before them a body of a thouſand Rohilla Afghans, whom he knew to be 
perſonal enemies to the Rebel. At his left he placed Aref-qhan his own 


Lieutenant, with Aghyr-qhan, and took his own poſt in their front. On the 


Oppoſite fide | Hoflein-qhan placed his own nephew Muſtepha-qhan in his firſt 
line, together with Rahmet-qhan, Behlol-qhan, Seid-qhan and ſome other Af- 
ghan commanders, all reſolute men, all mounted upon elephants, and all 


men of tried valor. But no ſooner had the combat commenced by a fi e of 
muſquetry, chan Hoſſein-qhan having advanced on a full gallop on he 
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enemy's artillery, which he- left behind, puſhed-on- to Kerini-eBly:qhan, 
whom he unhorſe.l at the firſt onſet, making a great ſlaughter of his men. Con- 
tinuing his blow, he fell on Aghyr- qhan, whoſe troops being moſtly new levies, 
could not ſtand ſo furious an attack, and fled on all ſides; ſo that Aghyr- 
qhan remained onhy wich five or ſix hundred men of old troops, who were 
all TSranians or Tartars, armed with: bows; and theſe unwilling to forſake 
their commander, let fly ſuch ſhowers of arrows, as diſordered the Afghans, 
and ſlackened their ardor. This was no ſooner obſerved by\Aghyr-qhan, than 
he ruſhed upon the enemy, bringing down a man, at each time heſhotan arrow; 
and encouraging his men with both his voice and example, he ſoon made fo 
much havock amongſt che Afghans, that Muſtepha-qhan was ſlain, with the 
beſt part of the three. thouſand men that. had followed him. Hoſſein- aaly- 
chan without minding this loſs, was puſhing with ardor to Abdol-ſemed 
ghan himſelf; and he fell upon, him with ſo much vigor, that the Mogol-ge- 
neral vas upon the point of being borne down, having none but men wounded 


or lain round his elephant. At this critical moment, arrived Aghyr-qhan 


wich his body of victorious Mogols, and here again he changed the face of 
the day. Juſt at this moment the driver of Hoſſein- aaly-qhan's elephant fell 
dead from his ſeat; and one Shah - bohſhec, ſpiritual director to chat General, 
who uſed always to carry him ſeated on his right hand, being alſo killed, that 
brave rebel himſelf was truck in the forehead by a muſquet- ball ſhot by Ha- 
fyz-aaly-qhan, and fell down likewiſe; and from this moment a panick ſeized 
his troops, and the trappings and cuſhions of the elephant having taken fire 
at the ſame time, the Afghans who had loſt almoſt all their officers, fell off 
their ranks, and at laſt fled openly on all ſides. This flight having left a full 
victory to Abdol- ſemed- qhan, he rewarded his commanders upon the field 
of battle; and as Agbyr- qhan had fo much contributed to the ſucceſs of the 


day, he raiſed his military grade by five hundred horſes, added two hundred 


more to the ſix hundred he commanded already, and made him a preſent of 
| | 3 
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an elephant, a poinatd and à fibre. The report oſ this victory having 


reached the court, the two brothers wrote letters of. encomiums to che Vice- 

roy, and added the title of Seif ed-di8lah, or ſword: of che Wes to all 
thoſe with which he was already decorated. ., 1. oo Le 

| Wutrsr theſe events were taking place in 3 FA Necan v was. 0 

ming a ſcene of molt ſerious commotions.'; Nizam- el mulk, reſolved not to 

tubmit to the Sids, bad paſſad the Nerhedda; which is the northern boundary 


of that extenſive Viceroyalty. His fortune to which he had entirely commit» 


ted himſelf, had Sund him ſo early, that on his fording that river at Ac- 
bar-p8r, the fortreſs of Aſsir, that had coſt years of ſiege and labour to the 


victorious Soltan Ecber, ſurrendered to him without a blow. The off cers ad 
troops of the Garriſon, aſſembled at the inſtigarion'of their commander, Taa- 


lub-qhan, who owed both his appointment and fortune to the younger of the 
tyo brothers; and they delivered che keys to Nizam-el-mulk, who payed them 
inſtantly the twenty-four months arrears which were their due, and beſides that, 
conferred many favors on them. The citadel of B8rhanp8r fell in his hands i in 
much the ſame manner; and to crown ſo happy a beginning, Ghogſs-qhan, 
Governor of the province of Barar, who-bore the character of a man of valor 
and talents, came to join Nizam:el-mulk, to whom he was nearly: allied, and 
brought with him a good body of old troops and a train of artillery, Hard- 
ly was he in camp, when Simbha, à Marhatta officer, who was diſcontented 
with the Sahg Rada, his maſter, quitted his ſervice; and with two thouſand 
horſes, which he commanded; be joined Nizam- el mulk. This example 
was followed hy ſome Zemindars of thole parts, and by ſome Afghan chief 4 
tains, ſettled this long while in that country. The defection becoming conta- 
gious, even Anver -· qhan, Governor of the province of Qhandeſs, or B8rhans 
pSr, who gwed-every thing to Abdollah-qhan, one of the two brothers, came 
over likewiſe. What looks pretty ſingular is, that he was actually in Aalem-aa- 
ly-qhan's camp, who being a nephew to the two Seids, had been appointed 


their Deputy all over the Decan: there hearing of the progreſſes and motives 
of 
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of Nizam-el-mulk's, he at once forgot all the obligations he owed to the two 


brotliers J and under pretence of providing for the city of B8rhanp8r, he 


went over to his benefator's enemy. The approach of ſo ſuccesful a Gene. 


ral as Nizam-el-mulk (and he was now called Aﬀet-dja) (124), ſtruck 
a terror throughout all that tract of ground; in ſo much that numbers of 
Marhatta commanders, who at the head of cheir troops, were collecting the 


Ch68r every where for their maſter, the Sah8 Radja, fell off from their ſta- 


tions, and gradually retired to Satara. Whilſt Nizam-el-mulk was advan- 
cing ſouthward, an adventure happened that ſet that man's character in a ve- 


ry advantageous light. A Lady of the higheſt diſtinction, who knew no- 
ching of the revolution which was actually taking place, was advancing to- 


wards the north. It was the mother of Scif-eddin-aaly-qhan, and of courſe 
a ſiſter of the two SeEids: ſhe was gaing to the capital to pay a viſit to her 
ſon, and ſhe carried with her his conſort and ſeveral ſmall children. On 
reaching B8rhanp8r ſhe was amazed to hear of her being upon an enemy's 
ground, and that Nizam-el-mulk was advancing that way: ſtruck with 
the difficulties of her ſituation, ſhe ſent him a man of diſtinction, with an of- 
fer of whatever money and jewels ſhe might have at her diſpoſal, in bumble 
hopes, that he would be contented with ſuch a ſacrifice, and would ſuffer her 
to proceed on her voyage with honor and ſafety. Nizam ul-mulk ſmiled on 
peruſing the letter; and ſending for a dreſs of honor, he ordered his introduc- 
tor to put it on the Lady's Agent, whom he requeſted to take care of ſome fruit 
which he was ſending for the children; and calling at the ſame time for one of 
his officers who commanded two-hundred hortes, he bid him wait on the Lady 


with his corps, and gave him ſtrict inſtructions not to loſe ſight of her, until 


he had ſeen her ſafe in the camp of Dilaver-aaly-qhan, who commanded the 


, 


Vezir's army which was marching to attack him, This General, who was 
provided with every thing neceſſarv, had orders to fight and demoliſh Nizam- 


(324) Like Ailef miniites to Solomon. 
| ul-mulk ; 
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ul mulk; and Hoſſein-aaly-qhan waited only for letters from him in order to 


| ſet out himſelf for Decan. Ratan-chund indeed had more than once propoſ- 
ed to get rid of Ni izam-ul-mulk, Jy relinquiſhing to him the Viceroyalty of 
Decan; but ſuch a propoſal ſhocked all the feelings of his Mafters, although 
the northern parts of the Empire ſeemed convulſed as much as.the ſouthern 
ones: For violent commotions and bloody troubles had ariſen in.Caſhmir. 
OxEx Abdol-nebi, a Caſhmiriam, better known by the appellation of Muhte- 
vi- chan, a man, who was this long while infeſted with the folly of hating all the 
Gentoos, availed himſelf of the confuſion of the times, to give vent to his 
averſion. He aſſembled a number of idle; diſorderly, inconſiderate people, 
from amongſt the Muſſulmen; and went at their head to Mir-ahmed, the De- 


puty Governor, and to the Cazy, or Supreme Judge of che Province, to whom 


he propoſed, that henceforward, Hind8s of all ſorts ſhould be forbidden the 
uſe of horſes, djamas, green - turbands, and arms (125); and alſo chat they 
ſhould be forbidden to go at their ſtated hours to gardens and bathing places 
(126). The Governor and Supreme Magiſtrate anſwered calmly, that % What- 


(125) The green turban and color; about which the Turks make ſo much- noiſe, was not the color of 


the meſſenger's dreſs, for his ſurcoat, which had been preſented him from the Governor of Damaſcus was paint- 
ed red and white: and his cloak, was black; nor was it of his main ſtandard neither, this was red: and in 
India, the green is a color of mourning, as well as the black; nor do the Hindoos or any others care to wear 
ſuch a color, which is difficult to catch, and is never of any duration L The Djama folds upon the breaſt, which 
a Nima does not; and in order to have a tolerable idea of either, the European reader muſt ſuppoſe a ſhort 
dreſs, reaching to the navel, and ſitting ſo cloſe to the body, as well as the arms, as to look like another ſkin; 
at the navel is ſewn.to it a petticoa, that reaches to the ancles or lower, ſo ample as to be ſeven or eight, or 
ten and fifteen times ampler than any European woman's petticoat ; Doſt-mahmed-qhan had at Calcutta a Dja- 
ma of an hundred and one breadths of Mulmul... 

(126) This was a great hardſhip; for beſides being invited to the bathing places by the heat of the climate, 
the Hindoos, either man or woman, are enjoined very frequent ablutious by their religion; nor can they take 
their meat, or proceed on their deyotions without a previous ablution. But what ſeems very ſingular is, that al- 
though both ſexes in general bathe pell-mell, with hardly any diſtance between the individuals, (and this is done 
{ſeveral times in the day time,) there is no. example of the leaſt immodeſty, although the men bathe with their 


bodies naked down to the navel, and the women wear ſuch thin clothes and in ſo ſmall a quantity, that they | 


might be eaſily ſeen throughout. The wonder is how they eontrive. in your very preſence to come aſhore in 
their wet clothes, and to put on dry ones, wilhout it being poſſible to the eye moſt expert at travelling over a 
woman's body, to make the ſtaalleſt diſcovery. As to what the author calls the gardens, it muſt be obſerved 
that although there are not in India ſuch public gardens as thoſe in London and Paris, for the beau monde, yet 
nothing is more common for companies of men, and companies of women, and ſometimes for mixed ones, to 
repair to any gardens or ſeats that chance throws in their way in the ſuburbs or elſewhere; a garden, an or- 
chard and a ſeat being time out of mind, as free to all the world all over India, as is a well, or a pond ; and no- 
thing amazes and diſguſts the Hindoſtanies more when they come to Calcutta, than to fee 10 many ſeats, and 


gardons, all 
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* wer retzaslünd his Majeſty ſhould think proper to promulgate by the ad. 
vice of the learned Divines of his Coutt on thoſe matters, as a ſtanding rule 
« for all the Hind8s of his dominions, would of e find their way into 
. Calltir, where it would be their buſineſs; as his ſpecial ſerwuntb, to pur them 
&« in execution. This anſwer having not proved ſatisfactory to Muhtevi- 
qhan, chat man henceforward made it a ptactice to atack every Hind he chan- 
ced to meet, and to uſe him according to his own wild hotions. One day as 
Sahab-rai, a Gentoo of diſtinction, was giving an entertainment at a garden in 


e ſubürbs, chat ſatellite of the devil, inſtigated by his maſter, fell unexpectedl 


on theſe innocent people, and killed, and wounded, and mangled as many as 
he could come at. Sahab- rai finding himſelf aimed at, fled to Mir-ahmed- 


qhan the Governor's lodgings; and whilſt ie was concealed there, his houſe 


in town was ſet upon by Muhtevi-qhan and lis followers, who plundered and 
ſacked it leiſurely. They likewiſe plundered that whole Gentoo-quarter, af- 
ter which they ſet it on fire, killing and diſperſing not only as many Gentoos 
as came out to entreat their mercy; but as many Muſſulmen beſides as at- 
tempted to intercede for the latter. Heated with this performance, they march · 

ed don to che Governor's lodgings, which they attacked at firſt with ſtones and 
brick-bats, and at laſt with arrows and muſquet-balls ; and whoever came 
out of it, or fell otherwiſe in their hands, was ſure of being inſulted and plun- 
dered, if not killed and ſtripped upon the ſpot. The Deputy Governor re- 


mained beſieged for a whole day and night; nor would it have been poſſi- 


ble for him to eſcape, had he not riſked ſeveral contrivances, and expoſed 
himſelf to the moſt imminent peril. The next day he aſſembled ſome ſoldiers, 
and ſome other people, mounted his horſe, and being ſupported by his Pay- 
maſter, Shah- yor-qhan, and by ſeveral Manſubdars and crown-ſervants, he 

advanced towards the ſeditious wretch ; but that infernal man, who had re- 
ceived advice of his deſign, had afſembled a vaſt number of men of his own 


ſtamp, with Werden to ſtand his ground; and on. | obſerving that the 
Deputy 
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Deputy Governor, had advanced on this ſide of a bridge, chen full in view, 


he ſent ſome of his ſatellites who ſet it on fire; and who following their 
blow, ſet on fire all the ſtreets in his flank and rear, whilſt ſome others of 
his people getting amongſt the ruins, as well as on the tops of the houſes, 
made inceſſant diſcharges of muſquetry, arrows, ſtones and brick-bats ; and 
their wives and children were ftriving to out do them, by toſſing baſket- 
fuls of human dung and other immondices, and by throwing every Blk. 

ſile they could think of; and a furious combat was going-on. In a Ut- 
tle time Seid - veli, Nephew to the Deputy-governor, and Zolficar-beg the 
Cotval's Lieutenant, were flain, with a number of others; and many more be- 
ing grievouſly wounded, or diſabled, Mir-ahmed-qhan ſaw himfelf almoſt a- 
lone. Unable to go back, and afraid of advancing, as well as of ſtopping, he 
had recourſe to intreaties and ſupplications ; and after undergoin 8 every ſort of 
opprobium and outrage, ſhort of death, he was ſuffered to eſcape. Muhtevi-qhan, 
now fiercer than ever, returned to the Governor's houſe, where Sahab- ral had 

taken ſhelter, with a multitude of Gentoos of all ſorts ; and having forced itin 

a twinkle, he ſeized every one of them, killed ſome, cut the noſe of others, 


and circumciſed all thoſe he thought proper to conſerve, but all this with fo un- 


feeling a precipitation, that ſome had their penes cut off. The next day, he re- 
paired at the head of a great throng to the cathedral moſque, where of tis 
own authority, he depoſed the Deputy-governor, proclaimed himfelf in tis 
ſtead by the ſtyle and title of Dindar-qhan (127), Supreme Ruler of the Mo- 
ſulmen, and ordered that until the arrival of another Deputy-governor, the 
Cazy ſhould hear and determine all matters relative to diſtributive Juſtice; ; 
inſomuch that for five months together, Mir ahmecd remained a private 
man in/his own capital; Mubtevi-qhan ſitting every day in Hate ! in the cathe- 
dral, and hearing and determining all contentions about matters of finance 


and government, or even about whatever concerned the diſtributive juſtice. 
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- Tuzss diſturbances having been taken notice of at Court, Moommin- 

ws qhan was ſent to Caſhmir, as Deputy on the part of Y naiet-ollah-qhan, 
5 who had the Government of the Province: This intelligence intimidated 

- Muhtevi-qhan, who by this time had very much cooled, ſo as to become 
ſenſible of all the conſequences of what he had done. In the firſt emotion 
which he felt, he took two ſmall children of his by the hand, and went with 

| them to Qhadja-Abdollah, one of the principal Religiousof the city, with whom 
he had an acquaintance ; and as he had heard that he intended to go out to 

| meet the New Deputy-Governor at the head of the principal Religiousand the 
principal citizens, he wiſhed to be of his company in ſuch a day. The holy 
man anſwered that he had no objections; but that he thought he would act 
with more propriety, were he to go to the Paymaſter, Mir-ſhah-yor, firſt, 
whoſe forgiveneſs he ought” to aſk for what had paſſed. Muhtevi-qhan be- 
ing of the ſame opinion, went to the Paymaſter's lodgings, where the latter 
-had, by the Qhodja's advice, concealed a number of men from the Djud-bel, 


that much injured quarter of the city. On his entering the room, a few 


words were exchanged with him, when the Paymaſter feeling ſome urgent 
neceſlity within his body, excuſed himſelf and went away ; and this being 
the ſignal agreed upon, the concealed men ruſhed from their corners, and 
_ firſt of all ripped open in his face, the two children's bellies, and then fall- 
ing upon him, they put him to death with all that variety of tortures which 
reſentment could contrive. Hardly had this execution taken place, when his 
followers reſolved to revenge his death; and cunning to the Dj add-bell, they 
commenced killing, wounding, beating, and mangling the inhabitants, after 
which they ſer the houſes on hre. About three · thouſand men were hacked to 
| pieces by theſe ſcelerates, and theſe proved to be moſtly Moguls, Merchants, 
and other Strangers come for the purpoſe of trade: An infinity of women and 
children were likewiſe ſeized on, and carried away as fair booty. Property to 
che amount of ſeveral lacs was carried away likewiſe, or ſpoiled utterly; nor 
13 
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is there any deſcribing the unge offered to thoſe defenceleſs people that were 


carried away by thoſe miſcreants. Theſe infernal men, after having finiſhed 
what they called the firſt volume of their religious war, proceeded to the ſe- 
cond, that is, they marched in a body to the lodgings of the Cazi, and of the 
Pay-maſter. The latter found means to remain concealed: the Cazi chang- 
ed his dreſs and ſlunk away: and the ſcelerates incenſed at his eſcape, tore 
up his houſe from the foundation, and handing the materials about, they 


left not a brick on the ſpot. It was ſome days after this execution that 


 Moommin-qhan, the new commandant, arrived. His firſt care was to ſend 
Mir-ahmed-qhan to a place of ſafety; his ſecond, to re-eſtabliſh order and 
ſubordination : a difficult taſk this in a country known for a diſpoſition to 
turbulency, and for being inhabited by a wicked race of men with whom 
a man in power muſt make a | ſhift to live ſome ti times by yielding and as often 
by ſtiffening. 


WaH1LsrT the northern parts of the Empire were recovering from a ſtate of 


convulſion, the ſouthern ones were becoming the theatre of a very dangerous 
war, that ſtruck at the very being of the two brother Seids. We have left 
Dilaver-aaly-qhan in full march for B8rhanpsr. Nizam-el-mulk, informed 
of his motions, ſent againſt him ſome of his beſt Generals with his beſt 
troops, co whom he ſoon joined Ghõgſs-qhan's cavalry, with a train of ar- 
tillery and a camp-equipage : the whole under command of his truſty friend, 
Vnaiet-qhan: himſelf mounting his elephant, came out of the city with 
Ghögſs-qhan his kinſman, and the reſt of his army, and he encamped in the 
neighbourhood, ſo as to be at hand to ſuccour Ynaiet-qhan. As foon as the 
enemy was diſcovered, Ynatit-qhan drew up his army, and purſuing Nizam- 
el mulkꝰs inſtruftions, he placed the greateſt part of his light and heavy ar- 
tllery behind a buſhy ground, where it remained loaded with that ſinall ball 
called churra in India. It was along a brook whoſe ſhady banks ſeemed 
calculated for concealing it from fight; and ſuch was its commander's intention, 
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who had under his orders a numerous body of men, whoſe valor had been tried, 


and which Nizam-e-mulk knew to be capable of conſerving their preſence of 


mind in a moment of trepidation and danger. On the other hand Dilaver- 


aaly-qhan, wich that firey courage peculiar to him, and that obtuſeneſs of un- 


derſtanding become proverbial for the men of Barr, advanced armed and 
mounted, in company with Doſt-mahmed-qhan, an Afghan commander; 


| and he ranged his army in this manner. He was himſelf at the head of 


Battle of 
RSrhanpsr. 


eleven thouſand horſes; and the two Gentoo Princes Behim-fing and Gudj. 
ſing followed wich a compact body of Radjp8ts. On the back of theſe were 
his artillery, and behind all, were his war-elephants. It was with ſuch an 
order of battle he was advancing in a frantic manner againſt the enemy 
who waited ſteadily for him. TVnaiet-qhan on the contrary was watching the 
motions of his enemy. The battle commenced by diſcharges of muſquetry 
and rockets, when Dilaver-aaly-qhan, inflamed by the ſight of his foes, 
and unable to contain himſelf, advanced farther and farther on the retiring ene- 
my, without ever ſuſpecting any thing of the ambuſcade which lay in wait 
for him; until he found himſelf upon very unequal ground, which neceſſarily 
obliged his troops to break and diſcompoſe their ranks. Unmindful of this 
diſorder, he was puſhing-on, until he arrived over againſt that buſhy. ground 
which concealed the Ambuſcade, and where he was expected by a ſteady body 
of men, who taking aim leiſurely, let fly a general diſcharge of imuſquetry, 
canon and rockets, which brought down -almoſt the whole of thoſe that tollow- 
ed him ſo eagerly. Thoſe behind, terrified by that terrible execution, availed 
themſelves of the ſmoke which had. covered the plain, to quit the combat 
and to retreat: in ſo much that Dilaver-aaly-qhan was left almoſt alone, and 
with no one about his perſon, but the two Radjas and about four or five hun · 
dred men. As the ground was too une ven for either a horſe or an elephant to 
move, with caſe, and the greateſt part of the cavalry with the Radjp$ts werelaying 
dead or wounded on the field of battle, whillt the reſt were flying on all ſides 
Yue | A Doſt-mahmed-qhan 
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Doſt-mahmed-qhan, that Afghan of ſo much courage and ſo great a charac- 
ter, thought proper to retire likewiſe : the ſenſe of honor having been ſuper- 
ſeded in him by a ſenſe of fear; for fortune had already turned her back 
aa the two brothers, and nothing that concerned them could be brought to 


take a fayourable iſſue. Dilaver-aaly-qhan in deſpair to ſee the diſcomfiture | 


of his whole army, ſtill puſhed-on with the two Radjahs and his brave 
troops, reſolved not to ſurvive his ſhame; and theſe being ſhot at like ſo many 
marks, were all ſlain to a man. This victory which had almoſt deſtroyed 
the enemy's army, coft hardly any thing to Nizam-el-mulk ; and it is agreed 
on all hands that he did not loſe a ſingle officer. The enemy flying every 
where, a ſhout of victory aroſe in the victorious army; and Dilaver-aaly-qhan's 
military-cheſt, baggage, artillery, and equipage, with every thing that could 
eſcape a general pillage, was taken' poſſeſſion of for Nizam-el-mulk's uſe. This 
General, now in full poſſeſſion of victory, returned in triumph to B8rhanp8r, 
where he ſpent histime in cheriſhing theinhabitants, and in rewarding his troops 
Vith elephants, dreſſes of honor, rich arms, and other favors, whilſt he took 
care to relieve the wounded by giving them money and medicines. 

"Tn report of this victory having ſoon reached the capital, gave a ſecret but 
ſincere ſatisfaction to the Emperor, as well as to Mahmed-amin-qhan, and to 


all thoſe who profeſſed an attachment to that Prince; but it ſtruck the two bro- 


thers with fear and anxiety. They were holding conſultations every day : Some- 
times they propoſed to march againſt Nizam- el- mulk together: And ſome- 
times they thought it better to carry the Emperor to the capital, where he ſhould 
be left under the care of the elder brother, whilſt Hoſſein- aaly- qhan, the 
younger, ſhould march againſt the dangerous rival that had riſen in Decan. 
At one time, they had a mind to carry the Emperor in che middle of the thea- 
tre of war, ſo as to make him partake their own danger; and at another, they 
thought it more decent firſt of all to ſend for Hoſlein-aaly-qhan's conſort and 
children, and then only to think of marching againſt N izam-el-mulk. Another 
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object ol debate amongſt them was Mahmed- amin · chan, who did not doubt 
himſelf of his giving them very great umbrage, inſomuch that the public report 


was one day, that he had been put to death by the Seids, or at leaſt, arreſted ; 
and another, that a reconciliation had taken place, and chat every ſubject of 
animoſity was buried in oblivion. They ſay, that the younger brother voted 
for his being put to death; but that the elder, who objected that oaths and 


promiſes had intervened between himſelf and the T'8ramian Lord, objected 


that ſuch a death would begun enerous, and at any rate, diſhonorable, and 
even inexpedient. The diſpute grew warm on that ſingle ſubject; and the 
elder brother was heard to fay : © My life is a pendant of his; if you be bent on 
killing him, then kill me alſo, or let me kill myſelf.” It was after ſuch debates 
that his life was ſpared at laſt ; and indeed, as he was predeſtinated to kill 
Hoſſein· aaly· qhan himſelf, how could he come to be killed by him? 

Tux mighty events with which the womb of time was evidently pregnant, 
ſeemed to have been prognoſticated by the convulſions which all the elements 
underwent at this time. On the twenty ſecond of the bleſſed month of Ra- 
mazan (128), in the year 1233, as the people were aſſembled at the cathedral 
at a little paſt twelve, to ſay their noon-prayers, and to aſſiſt at the Qothba, on a 
ſudden the whole building was ſhaken by a violent earthquake, and bricks fell 
from the cupola to the great terror of the congregation; who thought that ſome 


thing mighty and unuſual was preſaged by ſuch an event, orthat itreminded- 


them of ſome paſt one. Moſt of the houſes in Shah-djehan-abad and in Old 


Dehly fell down, or were ſhaken to the very. foundations. - Numbers, of in- 


habitants were cruſhed under the ruins, and numbers were wounded and 


maimed ; and the rumbling noiſe under ground was ſo frightful and repeated, 


— 


_— 


(428) The Ramazan is the lent-time of the Mahometans, who ſay that the gates of Paradiſe remain at that 
time, full open. But an European reader would be egregiouſly miſtaken who ſhould think that this lent has any 
thing ſimilar to that of the Ch ſt ans. who ahſtain from fleſh, to fare luxuriouſly on fiſh, A Mahometan 
c not touch any food or drink from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet : touching a woman, touching one's ſelf voluptuouſly 3 


| looking at a woman luxurioutly ; h taking ſnuff; Imè. ling to perfumes or flowers; looking at any 
thing with pleaſure z rendeis the faſt, yoid and of no merit. ; | - 
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that it ed diſmay and conſternation in every heart. There were chat day 
no leſs than nine ſucceſſive ſhocks, and they Sant moſt of the houſes in 
the city. The earth continued ſhaking violently for forty days and forty nights 
together, producing every day. ſome new damage to the ſhattered buildings. 
Noiſes „ voices, and groans were now and chen heard from under ground; and 
the affrighted inhabitants were in ſuch a diſmay, that no man in his ſenſes had 
the daringneſs to ſleep in a place ſhut- up, or under a roof. After theſe forty 
days of continual ſhaking, the earth ſeemed to have ſettled indeed, but not 
without undergoing now and then ſome fli ghter commotions during the four or 
five months that followed. And commotions were yetfelt, when on the firſt of 
Zilcad, it was determined in a grand council, that the Emperor's camp- equi- 
page, with that of he Vezir's, ſhould quit the environs of Ecber-abad, in or- 
der to march to the capital; and that the younger brother Hoſlein-aaly- 
qhan, who was fond of war, ſhould with a number of noblemen accuſtomed 
to a camp-life, ſet out at the head of a numerous army, for an expedition into 
Decan. | | 

_ VWarzsr the preparatives for ſuch a campaign were making, the tale- 
tellers were ſo buſy, and the ſupicions entertained of all the T'8ranians were 
ſo rooted, that Mahmed-amin-qhan's life and death came. again to be an 
an object of debate; diſputes aroſe about his fate, and the differences in opinion 
having tranſpired abroad, becamea general topick all over the city : matters be- 
came ſo critical, that ex pecting every momentan attack uponhis perſon, he uſed 
to ſleep i in armour, and to be ſurrounded day and night by a body of T8ra- 
nians devoted to his intereſts. At laſt, and whilſt extremities of the moſt 


fatal kind were expected, both parties came to an accommodation: and 


mutual promiſes, and ſolemn and tremendous oaths were enterchanged with 


ſolemn aſſeverations of a fincerity quite diſtant from diſguiſe and treaſon. 
How far all theſe proteſtations were ſincere on the part of one of the two 
parties, we ſhall ſoon have occaſion to ſce; and mean while we ſhall reſume 


dur narrative of che projected campaign in Decan, As. 


29, 
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As the veinquhed army had been almoſt deſtroyed, the very few that had 
eſcaped from that field of laughter, but which did not amount to more than 
two or three thouſand men, madethe beſt of their way to Aalem-aaly-qhan' s ar- 
my in the moſt wretched condition imaginable, whilſt Nizam- el· mulk em- 
ployed that time of reſpite in repairing his artillery and camp-equipage, in 
providing ammunition, and in diſtributing medicines to his wounded; as well 
as in quieting the minds of the citizens, and in recruiting his troops, whoſe 
hearts he was gaining by every means in his power. But his main buſ nels, 


although i in ſecret, was how to debauch and entice away Aalem aaly-qhan' $ 
ſoldiers and officers; the more ſo, as while he was buſy in debauching the 


other's ſoldiers, he was loſing ſome of his own.  Anver-qhan, that ungrate- 
ful man who had ſo far forgot all the obligations he owed to the two brothers, 
as to go over to Nizam-el-mulk's party, now turned again to the other ſide, 
as if a ſingle treaſon could not have anſwered his turn. He wrote to Aa- 
lem-aaly-qhan, «© That Nizam-el-mulk was not grown ſo powerful, as that 
ce he might not be cruſhed by a timely diligence and a rapid march, 
« whilſt he ſpent his time in making up medicines, and in eſtabliſhing con- 
ce tributions: an ination which afforded a precious opportunity, which men 
“ of genius would not let ſlip out of their hands.” Thus letter having 
been intercepted, ſerved only to render the writer deſpicable, and to bring 
ſo much the nearer the punition which he deſerved. | 
AALEM-AALY-QHAN, who had no need of fach an incitement, ſet out 
in the beginning of Ramazan, with an army of twenty-five thouſand horſes, 
amongſt which were ten or twelve thouſand Marhattas of the Sah8 Radjah's, 
under the command of Cand8-dehary and {Sancradji-malkar. He was like 
wiſe attended by ſome Commanders of character, who remembering how they 
had ſhed their blood more than once under Hofſein-aaly- -qhan's command, 


were attached to his cauſe, and devoted to his perſon. Several other officers 
- and perſons of diſtinction were in his army, ſome out of ſincere zeal, 3 and ſome 


by 
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by a principle of time-ſerving. With theſe troops, Aalem-aaly-qhan Moe 
himſelf a match for the enemy; and having with ſome difficulty carried his ar- 
my through the difficult paſs of Feridap8r, which is mid way betwixt the Qhan- 
deſs and the Aorengabad, he encamped in the neighbourhood of the latter ci- 
ty; where his Mahratta hotſe, faithful to their wonted cuſtom, ſpread all over 
the plain and plundered all the villages. Theſe ravages engaged Nizam-el- 
mulk to ſend his family and heavy baggage, within the fortreſs of Afir, and 
then to meet his enemy in the field. But the river P8rna, which flows at about 
ſeventeen coſſes from B8rhanpsr, being then ſwollen by the rains, was likely 
to occaſion much delay, had he not been extricated by Gh88ſs-qhan. This 
General, who was acquainted with the country , propoſed to march about eigh- 
teen cofles higher by the left, towards a ſpot which he knew to have a ford 
and to this they arrived ſooner than expected by bye- ways, which were pointed 
out by the Zemindars of the country: So that Nizam- el· mulk, having forded 
over, was already in full march towards the enemy, before the latter knew 
any thing of his approach. At laſt he received intelligence, and marched up 
to bis antagoniſt, whilſt the latter's Marhatta horſe to be before hand with 
what booty might be had, ran forwards, and by ſcouring the country, occa- 
foned a dearth and a ſcareity in Nizam-el- mulk's army; eſpecially, as the 
heavy rains which were falling daily, had ſpoiled the roads, and the Marhatta 
horſe were perpetually harraſſing him on all ſides: Inſomuch, that it be- 
came difficult to move; and here again Gho8ſs-qhan- was of great ſervice: 
At the head of ſome-thouſands of thoſe Marhatta-borſe that ſerved in Nizam- 
&-mulk's army, he cut his way through the other free-booters, and was fol- 
lowed by that General, who found himſelf obliged to advance through per- 
petual ſkirmiſhes; his intention being to avoid a general- action, until he 
might find a field of battle to his mind. Having found it at laſt about the 
town of Balap8r, he prepared for a battle. So ſoon as the two armies had 
got ſight of each other, Aalem- aaly-qhan prone tq attack the enemy; and 
* ‚ | this 
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this was the fiſch of Shevval. He put his firſt line under the command of Mun. 
evver-qhan and Ghalub-aaly-qhan, the Decanian, and ſupported their right 
by ſeveral corps commanded by Aamin- qhan, brother to Qhan-aalem ; by 
Umer- qhan, couſin to the late Di8d-qhan-peni, and by Shimſhir-qhan, Eſh- 
ref-qhan and Fidvi-qhan, which laſt was Divan to Muntehi-qhan: That 
officer, as well as Mahmedi- beg, his brother, were two Commanders of con- 
ſequence, renowned for their valuor and military talents. His left he filled 
with the ſeveral corps, commanded by Refaier-taaleb-qhan, and Qhadja-rah- 
met-qhan, and by ſome other officers of character, to whom he added all the 
Marhatta cavalry, with ſtrict injunctions not to mix their ranks: Aalem-aaly- 
qhan himſelf took his poſt in the center, where he ſhared his elephant with 

Ghaiaſſ-qhan.. His artillery marched in front ſurrounded by ten or twelve 
thouſand Muſqueteers of the Carnatec, ſupported themſelves by a number of 
war-elephants, that looked like ſo many mountains. caſed in iron. The 
General having reviewed his order of battle, ſeemed eaſy in his mind, and he 
was advancing with a cheerful countenance, pleaſed to find he was going to 
an engagement likely to prove deciſive. But he was but freſhly. arrived in 
thoſe parts, unacquainted with the nature of the country, and totally unexpe- 
rienced; and although he was informed that. Dilaver-aaly-qhan had loſt both 


his life and army by giving way to the ardor of his temper, which had carri- 


ed him head-long into an ambuſeade of which with a little more precaution, 
he might have got timely intelligence; nevertheleſs, he fell himſelf head- 
tong in the ſame ſnare, where after exhibiting” prodigies of valor and aQtivi- 
ty, he ſaw his ſweet life cropped up in the very flower of his youth. The 
truth of the matter is, that he was under the actual impulſe of fate, and that 


By no ſcheme an” by. no contrivance is one's deſtiny to be eſcaped, 


Bei it by a hoary old man or by an unexperienced youth, ry 


On the morning of the fixth of the month, Aalem-oaly-qhan, ſurrounded by 
thirty or forty commanders, all mounted on clephants, marched to the ene- 


my vith a blind ſecurity, which ** can neither conceal nor diſſemble. 
| NI1ZAM-EL-MULK 
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vil. 


Saad-ed-din-qhan, Darab-qhan and Camiab-qhan and Ynaiet-qhan, all at 


He had a numerous artillery, which had been vaſtly augmented by what he drew 
from the fortreſſes of Aſsir and B8rhanp8r, but eſpecially by that whole train 


it to the left and right, where it was concealed by a buſhy ground from the 
enemy's fight, and ranged with {kill by men of tried valor and abilities. All 
theſe were loaded with churrah or ſmall ball, and intermixed with ſwivels, 


tion commenced by the forlorn hope, conſiſting of ten or twelve thouſand 
horſes, which under the command of Muneyver-qhan puſhed for the enemy's 


. ag | marched 


\N1ZAM-EL-MULK on his fide gave the command of his firſt line, to the 


the head of their troops, were diſtributed in his right and left wings, together 
with thoſe corps commanded by Cadyr-dad-qhan, Ahtiſaſſ-qhan, and Rohol- 
lah- qhan, and Dilir-qhan and Anver-qhan: to thoſe troops he added all the 
Radjp8ts commanded, by ſome Radjahs, and all thoſe-brobghe by ſome com- 
manders, highly Liſolnatitei with the two brothers, as well as fond of war and 
battle. Himſelf took hispoſt in the center, with Gho8M-qhan at his ſide. As 
tothe troops brought by ſome Zemindars, as well as ſome thouſands of Marhat- 
ta cavalry, he thought it better to leave them in his camp under Renbah, their 


General, with orders to ſecure his camp againſt the enemy's Marhatta horſe. 


which he had found after his late victory. All this he placed in his front, in 
full view of the enemy; but as ſoon as it became dark, he ſent great part of 


wall-pieces and rockets, ſtationed by his own particular direction. He had 
hardly done, when Aalem-aaly- qhan's atmy was ſeen in motion ; and the ac- 


artillery, But upon the firſt diſcharge he was flain together with ſome of the 
braveſt of his men, who were all from Bar or from Decan. On ſight of this, 
the firſt line of Nizam-el-mulk's, which was moſtly compoſed of Mogols, | 
charged the enemy's line which they threw inſtantly i into confuſion ; and this 
being re ported to Aalem-aaly-qhan, he took a number of choice troops and | 


ww 


brave Merhamet-qhan ; and to make a trial of his ſon, Ghazi-eddin-qhan's for- 
ume, he joined him to chat renowned officer. Abdol-rahim-qhan, Raiet-qhan, 


— — wv 
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| 
| 
: 


| marched in haſte to repair the diſorder which he now perceived in his center; 


and here the battle growing warm, Aalem-aaly-qhan, who was the foremoſt 
in every attack, overthrew the enemy, confounded. their ranks, and: macic 
them loſe ground. Fluſhed with this ſucceſs, he puſhed on with ardor, 


5 but without the leaſt caution : the enemy was falling back: Aalem-aaly- 


qhan was purſuing; and both parties were drawing nearer and nearer 
to that fatal ſpot, where ſuch, an infinity of fire-mouths were . concealed. 
All this artillery was under the management of a body of tried men, 
perſonally inimical to the two Sèids; and fire being given to it, all thoſe 
guns loaded with grape, and all thoſe ſwivels and rockets, went off at one 
and the ſame time, and gave an image of the day of Judgment. The ſun's 
light was darkened by the ſmoke, and the day was turned into night. When it 


cleared up a little, Munevver-qhan the commander ot the van, with Ghalub- 


qhan, and Sbimfhir-qhan , and Aſhref qhan, and Qhadja-rahmet-qhan, and 
Muntehi-qhan, and Mahmedy-beg with a vaſt number of the braveſt com - 
manders and ſoldiers were ſeen dead, or ſprawling in their own blood. The 


| beſt and greateſt part of the cavalry was deſtroyed or diſabled. But this did 


not- diſcourage Aalem-aaly-qhan; although wounded, he made a ſtand, and 
rallied round his perſon a number of veteran ſoldiers, all accuſtomed to battle, 


all ready to part with their blood in his cauſe, and all ca pable to face ſo many 


lions in a wilderneſs. With theſe he kept, on advancing ; ; when he was ſtopped 


by Yqhtiſaſs-qhan, and by Ynaiet-qhan, who had Juſt been wounded in the 
eye by an arrow, as well as by numbers who could not help admiring the valour 
of that young, hero : and here commenced a long and bloody contelty which 
could not be ended but by Yqucifaſs-qhan' S joining Alem aaly-qhan „ande cutting 
off one of his arms at one blow. This wound having diſabled him, be was over 
powered by ſome of the braveſt of the enemies and lain on che f ſpot, together 


with nineteen other commanders. of character, and the greateſt part of that 


brave 7 that had kept pace wich him. The Punt Seid cheerfully parted with 
5 all 
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all bis blood; and wich a face glowing with victory, he went to join his holy 
and valiant anceſtors( 129), Sancradji, the Marhatta commander, who follow- 
ed next to Aalem-aaly- qhan with a number of the ay of * nation, was 
wounded and taken priſoner, as was his brave troops. 
WulkLsr ſuch a ſcene of laughter occupied every one, Omer-qhan, bro- 
ther to the late Di8d-qhan-peni, and Aatnin-qhan, brother to Qhani-aalem, 
two commanders who had treacherouſly taken ſervice with Aalem-aaly qhan, 
avalling themſelves of the general confuſion, ſeized on three or four elephants 
and on three or four lacs of rupees, and flyly parted with the field of battle, as they 
thought, but as they really did, with their own honour, and character : Whee- 
ling round with a number of troops as treacherous as themſelves, they went 
to ſurrender to Nizam-el-mulk. That General ordered the enemy's a tillery, Fg gf 


fighting valiantly 
military cheſt, camp-equipage, and whatever belonged to the commanders 


flain in battle, to be Iexzed-on for his uſe, as much of it at leaſt as could eſcape 
a general plunder. It was obſerved in this ſecond battle, as had been already 
in the former, that the victor's troops ſuffered fo little, that not a man of 
character was. flain- amongſt them, and that he had hardly any wounded. 

Some citizens and ſome officers who were of the number, were ſoon cured 
with the unguent of his liberality, and the cerate of bis encomiums and 
favors. | 8 | 0 : | 
WHEN intelligence of this diſaſter was brought to the two brothers, it 


| threw them into a ſtate which 3 it would be difficul to deſcribe; eſpecially the 


younger, who from his deep Gal of ſuch; a \ reverſe of fortune, was conſuming 
inwardly by gr ief and impatience; and he really ſuffered the agonies of 
death, 25 2 pak that his confort 0 pa were yet in DS. 


—_— 


_ 
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(2901 He Was 2 Seid, and of 2 2 8 2 eee by the 1 he King of e But 
in general all the ſauits of ancient date amongſt the Mahometans, were to a man very pus as well as intrepid 
warriors: nor would unwarlike ſaints. be liked by the Muſulmen; ſo that a certain chrintian ſaint who having 
ſcooped. to himſell a cloak of free · ſtone, with vohich he uſed to run about in the ſun would not make a fortune 
amongſt them even to-day 3 no more than he Wh⁰ Herched on the top of a lofty column, as well as he who ſuf- 
tered hinaſelf to be eaten up by vermin in order, as he ſaid, to gain beaven. : 


F ortunately 


— 
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Fortunately for him, in a few days more he received intelligence that before 
Nizam-el-mulk's approach to Aorengabad, the Governor of Do8let-abad, 
(130), although ill uſed by the two Sèids, and very diſſatisfied with their 
proceedings, had had the generoſity 6 receive that forlorn family with all their 
dependants and effects within chat ſtrong fortreſs. What is ſingular in that 
Governor is, that he was actually upon ill terms with the very man to whoſe 
conſort and children he was affording all the aſſiſtance and all the conveni- 
PEW in his power. In a word bn took an ample revenge of the two 
Seids by conferring upon them an important benefit at a moſt critical time. 


To return evil for evil is ſometimes a very eaſy matter 
Return good for evil, if thou be a man,” 


o-- 


Hoſſein- aaly- qhan on hearing ſuch a comforting piece of news, recollected 
his wonted firmneſs, and became eaſy in his mind; although he heard at the 
ſame time that Mubaruz-qhan, Governor of the kingdom of Haiderabad, 
as well as Dilaver-aaly-qhan his brother-in-law, had both quitted his party, 
and gone over to Nizam-el-mulk, to whom they carried a body of ſeven or 
eight thouſand horſes. | $6 

Tux news from Decan becoming every day more ſerious, the two brothers 
held frequent councils together on the ſubject; and after much examination 
and debate, it was at laſt determined that Abdollah-qhan, who was che Em- 
peror's deputy by his office, ſhould march to the capital, in order to over-awe 


it into ſubmiſſion and quietneſs; but that Hoſſein- aaly-qhan ſhould march 


with that Prince in Decan at the head of a numerous army. This reſolution 


having been ſeveral times examined and confirm ed, the Viceroy turned his 


A 


(130) D68let-abad, like G8aliar and Gandi-cotta. and ſo many other fortreſses in India, has the ſame advan- 
tage which have Gibralter and Malta all over the world: they are inattackable. D68let-abad occupies a moun- 
tain divided in three enceintes one above a-nother, to none of which there is any acceſs hut by a ſubterraneous 
paſſage cut in the rock, which by a ladder and a grate of iron enables a man to get into the ſtory or enceinte a- 
dove. The lower one is within, level with the rock, and without, it is eſcarped to the height of a hundr d feet; 
and this frightful- rampart is defended by a frightful fofle, ſixty or a hundred feet deep, full as much in breadth 
and teeming with alligators. The whole mountain is cut into ſubterranc ous apartments for the garriſon and for 


immenſe ſtores of water, and proviſion : and all that is bomb-proof as well asÞmine-proof. 


whole 


— 
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whole attention towards making great additions to his army and to his artille- 


ry. Wich that view he dif, patched Seid-mahmed-qhan with money and let- 
ters of array to the brave inhabitants of Bar, and to the Afghans who lived 


beyond them, whoſe braveſt commanders he invited over to his-ſervice: and 


he was fo well ſerved, that ia a little time he ſaw himſelf, at the head of fif- 


ty thouſand horſes: he had the Imperial guards beſides, and a number of 
Radjas with their Radjp8ts; and he was followed by an infinity of perſons, of 


diſtinction, who went as volunteers, deſirous to ſignalize themſelves under 


ſuch a commander. His train of artillery was compoſed of ſuch large cannon, 
chat it ſeemed intended for ſhaking the earth on its foundations; and it was 
under the care of a numerous body of muſqueteers formed by himſelf, whoſe 


unerring balls ſeemed to be ſo many expreſſes diſpatched by fate. All this 


army having been reviewed about. che end of Shevval, Hoſſein-aaly-qhan 
ſent his equipage upon the high road of Decan;. and that ſame day he ad- 
vanced with the Emperor at two coſſes diſtance from Ecber-abad. But as 
the laſt hour which was allowed him by his deſtiny was at hand, he became 
guilty of ſeveral improper proceedings, which cannot be. aſcribed to any 
thing elſe, but to the imperiouſneſs of fate. He took from Seid-qhan- 
djehan the office of Grand · maſter of the artillery and gave it to Haidercgly- 
qhan: an office of the utmoſt importance, and which always involved the 
diſpoſal of the Emperors houſehold, family and even perſon. Several days 
more having being ſpent in that. encampment, it was the ninth of the next 
month of Zilcaad, when the Emperor, quitting, the Imperial reſidence of 
Ecber-abad, advanced three coſſes on the road of Decan (131) „ on a ſpot 
of ground which he enobled. by his preſence. He was attended by the 


— 


63 — 


(131) This flowneſs of motion and the ſmallneſs of theſe ſtages are in the notions of the Iindians a part of 
the ſtate that muſt attend a great man, together with an immenſe retinue, that keeps the maſter involved ina 
perpetual clond of duſt. But all theſe notions. have been overturned by the Engliſh Conquerors, who travelling 
by land with no retinue at all, and with all the expedition poſſible, have. taught the Indians to enjoy anatmoſ- 
Phere free. from duſt, and even to travel in poſt. | f 


Vezir 
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can in perſon. 
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Vezir Abdellah-qhan, who waited only for a proper opportunity to take 
his leave and to commence his journey towards the capital: for as the anniver- 
fary of the Emperor's coronation wa at hand, and fell on the fifteenth, 
he wanted to aſſiſt at the ceremonies and rejoicings uſual on that occaſion, 
and then only to commence his journey (132). Hoſſein · aaly· qhan object. 
ed to ſo much delay; and he engaged the Emperor to diſmiſs che Vezir more 
early, after which he decamped himſelf wich the Emperor; and on the 
fourteenth, he had marched one full ſtage more, to ſtop at Fateh-poor at 
which town he {pent three 'or four days in rejoicings for the anniverſary of 
the Emperor s coronation. Theſe being over, he thought only of march- 
ing by long ftages to Decan. But his brother Abdollah-qhan, remained in 
the ſame ſpottwo orthree days more with Hamed-qhan, uncleto Nizam-el-mulk 
and ſome other lords that had neither wings nor feathers, ſuch as Ghazi-eddin- 
qhan, Ghalub-qhanand many others. After this ſtay, the reaſon of which no one 
could gueſs, he ſet out for the capital, and inthe road was met by Mahmed- 
qhan bangaſh, the Afghan; who not ſatisfied with ſome lacks of rupees 
which he had touched from Hoſlein-aaly-qhan, under promiſe of following 
him with his body of national tropps, proteſted a want of money, and got 
fifty thouſand rupees more from the Vezir. The latter continued his march 
to the capital whilſt his brother was intent on marching into Decan. 

The Vezir continuing to advance, was at two ſhort journies from the ca- 
pital, when he received intelligence that his brother had been killed, toge- 
ther with his younger. brother N8r-eddin-aaly-qhan and his nephew Ghairet- 
qhan. This intelligence was contained in a ſhort note brought by a drome- 
dary corier, which Ratan-chund had hurryed ay: on the firſt tumult. 
And here is a detail of thus event. 


er ＋ 


„KN One of theſe ceremonies .confiſts in leh the OM perſon in a pair of golden ſcales againſt 
a quantity of articles, which being ſo diſſimilar to each other, muſt have ſome meaning or ſome intention con- 
cealed under theſe appearances : theſe articles are gold, quick-ſilver, artificial perfames, muſk, vitriol of ſorts, 
intoxicating drugs (ſuch.as opium, bang, &c. &c.) ſeveral kinds of grain, namely, wheat, barley, rice, badjraw 
Dal, &c. &c. ſalt, boiled butter, iron &c. f 


As 


As the Emperor was a mere cypher in his own dominions, his ſituation- 
ſet daggers in the hearts of ſotne Nobles and Lords of the Old Court of 
A8rengzib's, ſuch as Nizam-el-mulk, Mahmed-aamin-qhan aud ſevearl 


dthers, who beheld wich indi gnation the enormous power of the two brothers, 


and were. perpetually. revolving in their minds the various means by which 


they might be delivered from a boundleſs influence, ſo injurious to the 
Imperial family, and ſo capable to eclipſe them with every one of their 
party. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, although narrowly watched, had found means 
to ſay a few words of Turkiſh to the Emperor, both to obtain his conſent, 
and to put him upon his guard; and this conſent having been impar- 
ted to Nizam-el-mulk, it put him upon afferting his own independance and 
upon wreſting all the Decan from the two brothers ; and it is10 theſe intrigues 
at court, and to that General's exertions in the field „ that Dilaver-aaly- 
qhan and Aalem-aaly-qhan owed their misfortune : although after all, it 
cannot be denied but that the whole did happen by the immediate impulſe 
of an unavoidable deſtiny. For Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who ſaw that che 
Viceroy was bent on the deſtruction of his confederate, Nizam-el-mulk, and 
who ſuſpected that the latter was not a match for his adverſary, concluded 
that his ruin would be followed by his own downfal and that of all che T'8- 
nanians. Impreſſed with ſuch ideas, he was watching day and night with his 
confederates for a favorable opportunity of falling at once upon Hoflein-aaly- 
qhan, and of making an end of him. But it muſt not be believed that they 
would have raifed their views ſo high, had they not been aſſured of a vigorous 
ſupport by a powerful party; and this they were augmenting every day. The 
firſt perſon they thought of acquiring, was Seid-mahmed-aamin, better known 
under the name of Saadet- han, an Iranian born at Niſhap8r in Qhoraſſan. 
This man's firſt riſe in the world was by appearing as Colonel or Hezary in 
that corps of Muſqueteer-guards, called Vala-ſhahies. Ir was in F. eroh-ſyur's 
ume. Some time after, he was promoted to the Fojdary of Hendon-biana; 
| G g | one 
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Conſpiracy 
againſt Hoſſe in- 
ally-qhan. 


| one of the principal and moſt refractory diſtricts of the Province of Ecber- 
abad. It was here he firſt gave a ſpecimem of bis valor and abilities. Wick 
a few troops which he obtained from the Vezir Adbollah- qhan, and a few 
more which he added of his own, he found means to bring that whole coun- 
try under order and controul ; and this ſervice having produced him an aug. 
mentation of five hundred horſes to his military grade, he henceforward be- 
came known at Court, where he bore the character of a reſolute man and 
an able commander; and he was now come to camp to carry ſome points of 
; hisown. Mahmed-aamin-qhan finding by his looks that he was exactly cut out for 
his purpoſe inſinuated himſelf ſo artfully into his mind that he became hencefor- 
ward his boſom companion and the depoſitary of all his ſecrets: and as this aſſo- 
1 ciation had been greatly facilitated by their being both Mogols (132), they caſt 
4 their eyes upon a third Mogul, a man altogether fit for their purpoſe: this was 
4 Mir-hai-der-qhan, a Djagatai-Calmue (1 52), of Caſhghar in T'8ran, whoſe fa- 
1 | mily enjoying theſe many years the office of ſword- bearer, or Mir-ſhimſhir, to 
| the Prince of that Northern country, had afſumed the appellation of Mirs 
| or Miranies. He was ſounded by the two confederates; and Mir-Haider, 


who was a man of an intrepid daring temper, whom no danger,could appale, 


— —— 


accepted the propoſal, not only out of a principle of ambition, but alſo out of 
a religious zeal, he being as zealous a Sunny,, as the Viceroy was a zealous 
Shyah: He even took upon himſelf the taſk of diſpatching him with his 
own hand, a delperate attempt that had never entered the head of a man in 


his ſober ſenſes, I heſe three reſolute men being cloſely knit together by a 


1 
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(132) It has been already obſer» 2d that all ſtrangers of a fair complexion are called Mogols in India: a mi- 
take ariſing from that nfiaity of Iranians or Perſiai.s which were in the Mogol-army that invaded. India under 
Djenghis-qhan an under amer-lang ; ſo that the Indians, who till then had no other name for all the northe 
ern people but that of Turk, which they pronounced Tgrk, took them to be all of the ſame race, and have 
fiance given them the appellation of Mogols, ſometimes diſtinguiſhing them into Mogols T8ranian and Iranian. 
The Turks that inhabit to-day that pert of the Roman Empire known to the Aſiatick-, are called R8mis or Ro- 
mis: an appelation which the Turks themſelves. give to thoſe inhabiting Romania and Anatoly. Tbe Europeans 


are all called Frenghis or French, 
(133) Tamer- lang as well as Djengis-qhan were of the Djagati tribe. 


conformity 
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themſelves who ſhould give the firſt blow, and in what manner; and having 
for this purpoſe applied to the Coran, the fort fell on Mir-haider, that man 
unworthy of living either in this world or the other. This man without ſuſ⸗ 
pecting how near he was to his own end, framed a petition full of complaints 
againſt "Mahmed-aamin-qhan; and to preſent it, he took for his partner a 


countryman of his, who was his particular friend, and whom he knew to be 


2s ſtout and as daring as himſelf. It was on a Tueſday, which fell on the 
ſixth of Zilhidj in the year 1132 of the Hejrah. The army was encamped 
at fifty coſſes ſouth of Ecber-abad; and the Einperor was juft alighting 
to get into his quarters. This moment having been ſeized by Mahmed- 
2amin-qhan, to. drop a few Turkiſh words, by which he advifed him to be 
ready and upon his guard, he made his bow, and retired to the quarters 
of Haider-c81y-qhan, who was one of the principal conſpirators. As he 
was retiring, the Viceroy advanced, and having accompanied the Empe- 
ror as far as the firſt entrance of the Ladies enloſure where he ſaw him enter, 
be withdrew, and took the road of his own quarters, which being in the 
vanguard, could not be at leſs than one coſſe diſtance. As he was approach- 
ing the outlet of the Imperial paling, called Calal-para, Mir-haider, who 
had availed himſelf of a riſing ground to ſhew himſelf from- afar, and to 
make his bow, raiſed his petition as high as he could ; but. the chopdars, 
and Slave-guards, having forbidden his approaching nearer, fate, unavoi- 
dable fate, put it into the Viceroy's mind to becon to the man, and to com- 
mand his people to let him draw nearer. Mir haider having augured well 
of this extraordinary condeſcendence, drew cloſe, preſented his Petition, 


and as the Viceroy's paleki. was going-on, he went-on likewiſe, holding, 


15 


as it 1s uſual on thoſe occaſions, the foot of that carriage with one hand (1 33), 
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(133) The. Paleki being a Kind of bed, repoſes upon four or cight ect, about eight inches in height. © © 
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conformity of characters and a ſimilarity of views, were examining amongft 
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Hoſſein-aaly- 
qhan is aſſaffi- 
nated. 


A furious 
combat about 
his body. 


H Sn 


whilſt he geſticulated with the other, in explaining the objects of his com. 


plaints. But the moment he ſaw his attention engaged by the contents of 
the Petition, he drew his poinard, and gave that valorous innocent Seid 
ſuch a violent ſtab, as threw him on the oppoſite fide of the Paleki, where 


be expired without a grown, and in an inſtant put on the crown of martyrdom. 


But even in falling on the oppoſite fide, he gave his murderer a violent kick 
in the breaſt which overſet the paleki, but the body fell motionleſs on the 

ground. N 8r-ollah-qhan , a relation of the Viceroy's, was likewiſe march- 
ing on foot, and holding the paleki likewiſe; but on ſeeing the blow, he drew 
his ſabre, and felled the murderer to the oround, and was himfelf felled 
down by the Mogul, or ſecond partner, who was himſelf collared and killed 


by ' Mir-mufhref, who although grievouſly wounded in the ſcuffle, found 


means to eſcape alive: from that moment a promiſcuous ſlaughter took place 


round the paleki; but numbers of Moguls arriving one after another, the 
ground was cleared, and both the heads of Hoffein-aally-qhan, and N8r- 
ollah-qhan being ſevered from their bodies, were carried to the Emperor's 


quarters. This fight made ſo deep an impreſſion on the Eunuch Machs8], 


ſuperintendant of the Viceroy's Seraglio, that aſſuming courage from his very 
deſpair, he drew his ſabre, attacked the Mogols vigorouſly, and received 
ſeveral wounds of which he died three or four days after. Whilſt ſo much 
noble blood was ſtreaming round Hoflein-aaly-qhan's body, his head water- 
bearer and head-ſcavenger, taking to their ſabres and buclers, ran with all 


their might towards the Imperial paling; and throwing themſelves head- 


long amongſt the body-guards, they cut their way towards the Emperor as 


far as the part called Teſbigh-qhana, where they were hacked to pieces, or, 
as ſome others ſay, hewed down by Saadet-khan, who barred the paſſage 
with his body—A troop of reſolute men, attached to Mohcum-fing, Divan 


of the murdered Viceroy, having on the very firſt tumult, ran with drawn 


ſabres as far as the Calal-para, through which many of them cut their way 
| | - 
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As far as the main tent of audience, fought valiantly; and although they were 
moſtly wounded, they cut their way back on hearing that their maſter could 
not recover. As for Hoſſein-aaly-qhan' s muſqueteers, who had already com- 

menced firing, they were ſoon ſilenced, or they PRE of themſelves, on 
1 that all was over. 

Tux news of Hoſſcin-aaly- qhan': s death was directly carried to Ghairet- 
ak his Nephew, who was actually in camp. That valorous young man, 
without calling-up his troops, or bringing-up his artillery, or even giving 
himſelf time to aſſemble his friends about his perſon ; without ſending word, 
or waiting until they ſhould come, directly quitted the meal he was taking, : : 
and having wiped his mouth and hands with a handkerchief (134), he mounted 
his Elephant, awd without uttering a word, he advanced to fight himſelf againſt 
the Emperor and all the murderers of his uncle. With about three thouſand horſe 
and foot that joined him troop by troop by the way, he ruſhed on the enemy 

with a fury which can be compared to nothing but to the rapidity of lighten- 
ing or to the fury—of a ſtorm, Whilſt he was advancing, Saadet-qhan, 
and Mahmed-aamin-qhan with Haider-c8ly-qhan, ſenſible of the Empe- 
ror's danger had ruſhed head-long amongſt a number of enemies that had 
penetrated as far as the women's enceinte, and were thronging and barring 
the very entrance; and-having cleared the paſſage by mere bodily ſtrength 
and a vigorous execution, they called on the Emperor to ſhew himſelf: but 

the Emperor was actually held body to body by his mother, and entangled 
amongſt a crowd of women that had ſeized on his perſon. Saader-qhan ſenſible 
of the importance of the moment, and how little rules of etiquette deſerved 
then his attention, had che boldneſs to ruſh beyond the door, and having 
intreared the Emperor to ſhew himſelf at the hcad of a number of faithful 


n 


Z 
” ” — 


(134) Amongſt the Aſiatics, the Turks waſh their hands before ſiting at table; ; they have a towel and oth. 
again with ſoap after their meal.. But the Indians, and Perſians waſh before meal—havs no towel and waſh a- 
gain after meal, bu with ſome flour made of pulſe, which aniwers all the purpoſes of ſoap. Ghiy ret qhan' 3 
eagarueſ was tuch, that he did not give himſ it time to call tor water aud fiour, but laid hold of a white hand- 
kerchief where lay his penknife and his watch, or ſome ſuch thing, and hana his mouth with it. 


ſervants 
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A bloody bat- 


tile betwirxt the 


Emperor's par- 
ty and that of 

of the Viceroy's, 
in. which Ghai- 
ret, who com- 
manded for the 
latter, loſes his 

ife with the 
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ſervants ready to ſhed their blood in his cauſe, he ſeized his hand, and 
having by mere ſtrength of body diſengaged him from the women, he 
brought him out to Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who mounted him upon his ele- 


phant, and took his paſt in the Qhav vas behind, to protect his perſon. As it was 


cuſtomary for the Emperor's guards and for ſome other corps to aſſemble early at 


the entrance of the Imperial enceinte; and they had haſtened thither that day 
earlier than uſual, whilſt ſome troops of Mogols were haſtening towards Sa- 
adet- qhan, and ſome others were joining Mahmed- aamin- qhan y detached 
bands; the Emperor at once appeared ſurrounded by a reſpectable body 


of men. But ſtill his danger had been great, but for Haider-c8li-qhan's 


| activity, who ſenſible that ſome ſuch emergency was at hand, had kad the 


foreſight to exerciſe every day the troops of the artillery, whoſe hearts he had 
been gaining all this while by his liberality ; in ſo much that on the firſt report 
of the tumult, he had marched” up to the Emperor's quarters; and whilſt 
Ghairet-ghan was advancing: on one hand with a confuſed diſorderly body 
of men, he was marching up on the other with-a ready pace and'a ramerous 


troop marſhalled in order, with which he ſurrounded the Emperor's perſon; 


forming without his own circle another circle of field-pieces' and war- ele. 


phants. This once done, he went up to a body of his own horſe, and ad: 
vanced to the charge, himſelf the foremoſt. It was high time: a battle, as 
terrible as the day of judgment, had already commenced. Ghairet-qlian, 
who had come with all the fury of a hungry lion or a famiſhed tyger, was 
broiling like incence upon the fire of impatience: his eagerneſs did not 
give him time to take breath, ſo . litte was he-apprehenſive that all His eager- 
neſs would. only ſerve to. precipitate him into tlie abyſs of eternity. He had 
reſigned. his own life, and was ready to part with it, if he could but revenge 
his uncle's murder, and cloſe with the Emperor's perſon, or thoſe of Mah- 
med-aamin-qhan and Haider-c8li-qhan. The Car non and muſguetry of this 
general accuſtomed long ago.to order, were-already firing with > ſteady hand, 


2 
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and already balls were raining as thick as if had been a ſtorm of hail, The 


two adyerſe parties were engiging with ſo much fury, that nothing was 


heard but the groans of the dying and the cries of have at you. For by this 
ume the Lords of the Emperor's party wete flocking from all patts round his 
perſon; and Ghairet-qhan's troops were likewiſe haſtening to their Lord's 
aſſiſtance: ſo that the two parties, which had now aſſumed the appearance of 


complete armies, were already come to hand-blows, and engaging body to bo- 


dy. In a little time Ghairet-qhan had advanced ſo near Haider-c8li-qhan that 


he had ſhot an arrow at him, which ſunk with ſo much violence in the latter's 


bow, that it required afterwrds a great force to extract it. This was no ſooner 


ſeen by Saadet-qhan and Camer-eddin-qhan; than they ran to his affiſtance, and 


performed exploits worthy of their attachment tothe Emperor. This Prince 
himſelf was inceſſantly filling his bow and ſhooting arrows on all fides. Whilſt 
the two parties were folely intent on each othersꝰ deſtruction, the ſharpers and 
robbers of both ſides, availing themſelves of the confuſion, fell on Hoſſein- aa- 
1y-qban's quarters, ſet them on fire as well as all che tents of his body of 
Seids; and whilſt the ſeryaits were buſy in putting out the fire, they plun- 


dered out of the Viceroy's tents money and jewels to the amount of ſeveral 


crores. It was at fuch a time that Qhands68ran arrived to the Emperor's aſ- 
ſiſtance; the action ſeemed then inclining to one fide. Ghairet-qhan enfee- 
bled already by two wounds, now received a third, He was ſhot dead with 
a muſquet-ball by an Habeſhinian who fat in the Qhavvas behind Hai- 
der-c81-qhan; and the young Seid, without uttering a groan, went to fit 
cloſe- to, and to wait u pon his glorious anceſtor, the Doctor Aaly, the Prince of 
the pion; (on whom be grace and mercy for ever!) all this while the Vice- 
roy's baggage had been plundered leizurely, and there remained bur little of 
it to be ſecured for the Emperor's ” | 
Tux Victory being now ſecized, Haider-cBli-qhan ſent word to Moh- 
cum-ſing, Prime Miniſter or Divan to Hoſſein- aaly-qhan, that he adviſed 
him 
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him to pay his homage to the Emperor, as that Prince had ordered that his 
life and property ſhould be ſpared, He came, and on his making his bow, 
the Emperor forgave the errors of his paſt conduct, and augmented his mili- 
tary grade to fix thouſand horſes. Word was alſo ſent to Ratan-chund, but as | 
from that General himſelf, that he might come and be ſafe. But Ratan-chund, 
who knew how much he was deteſted, made haſte to diſpatch a dromedary- 
courier to-Abdollah-qhan, as we have already ſaid : and getting into his paleki, 
he was haſtening t his own quarters. But he was ſoon ſtopped by ſome Mo- 
gols as well as by crowds of mob, who, incenſed this long while at his vi- 
olent behaviour and at his oppreſſions, ſlew at him, and having torn him from 
his Paleki, they gave him a ſevere beating, and dragged him ſtark naked to 
Mahmed-aamin-qhan's quarters, who immediately ordered him {ome clothes, 
but ſent hin into confinement with a chain at his feet. Rai-ſeromendaſs, a- 


gent-general to Abdollah-qhan, was more lucky: obſerving how matters went, 


he ſhaved his beard and whiſkers, changed his apparel; and whilſt his baggage 


was pillaging, he went like a thief into his his own tent, took ſome jewels, 
and retired ſucceſſively to the quarters of ſome truſty friends, who ſucceſ- 
ſively found means to conceal him: at laſt he made his eſcape good to Ab- 
dollah-qban his maſter. But Mir-aaly-qhan did not meet with ſo much 
good luck: he was a ſervant attached this long while to Hoſſein-aaly-qhan, 
who ſet ſo much value upon his ſervices, that he had raiſed him to ſome 


offices equally lucrative and honourable, ſuch as that of Dagh- teſſuya; (135). 


and he in acknowledgement for thoſe favors had now y approved himſelf a worthy 


brave companion of Ghairet-qhan' S. He was now plundered as well as 


others, and ſent 1 into confinement, after having been reſ] pected for three days 


together by chat ſame populace, that had e ſo licentious wah others. 


— 


(135) The h. ries of the Cavalry being numbered, deſcribed and regiſtered, are alſo marked 3 a hot 
iron upon the thigh (for the trooper finds himfelf in horſe as well as clothes, accoutrements, arms, and victuals) 


for fear of cont rſeits: Hence the neceſſity and importance of ſuch a regiſter, and of * * the latter 
being called a * produces a great 1 0 


cut 
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Mirmuſhreff who had cut ſo conſpicuous. a figure, when Hoſfein-aaly- han; 
was murdered; was now offered offices and even money: But he thought 
it incumbent upon him to decline both, and he retired to his houſe where he 
lived for a long while unthought of and in obſcurity ; when the e 


his on motion ſent for him and took him in his own ſervice. 


As to the three corpſes of Hoſſein- aaly- qhan, Nꝗgreddin- aaly- qhan and 
Ghairet-qhan, they were wrapped-up i in cloth of gold by Mahmed-aamin- | 


qhanꝰ s order, and decently put into coffins, that nobleman intending thereby 
to ſereen himſelf from the reproaches of the public. He even went to che 


place where they lay in ſlate, made his devotions at the foot of of them, per- 
formed the uſual rites, and ſaid aloud : Here les three valorous Lions aſleep. | 
After this he ordered the three coffins to be taken · up and carried to the fa 
mily monument at Achmir, where lies buried the great Abdollah- -qhan, alias 


Mia-qhan, the founder of that family. Doubtleſs the intention of the gold 
cloth and other coſtly ornaments, was to excite by the way the cupidity of the 


banditti and highway- men, who by plundering the whole, and committing 


a variety of indecencies, might render the proceſſion ridiculous, but if ſuch 
was his idea, he was diſappointed. Wherever the coffins were deſcryed from afar 
people of all ranks would flock to them, ad out of a reſpectful regard, would 
accompany them a great way; and it was with ſuch a cortege they arrived at 
Adjmir, where they were depoſed | in the family. monument: 8 | 


« The world, O my ſon, is no permanent property: 

Never expect that it can abide forever in the ſame SY 

* Have you not ſeen the morning and evening of all Soleiman's power (on whom be 
peace (136)! 

„And has not his Empire gone to wreck as well as ſo many others? 

© Did you not ſee that he went to wreck himſelf at laſt? | 

% Happy! that he could catry with him the merits of his wiſdom and Juſtice! lin 


Thanks be to God Almighty, that theſe two qualifications have confelſedly 
ſhined in Hoſſein O_ mn $ character; and it appears from achentic 


* 
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(x36) as Eba | Daz. . ſon of David. | | 
H h. memoirs 


The Empe - 
ror's lenity to 


the vanquiſhed. 


others of his enemies, was of his and their own; ſeeking, and had never 
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memoirs and unqueſtionable teſtimonies that what befel Feroh- ſyur and ſome 


taken place but in his own defence. And indeed where is the man that would 
not ſtrive for the conſervation of his life and honour ? It is unheard to this 
day that any man of the world ſhould have ever parted with either, whilſt 
he had power to defend them. It may even be ſaid that few men have 
beg found of a ſtandard ſo free from alloy, as to have layed their lives 
and honor in the cauſe of God and of his Meſſenger, although à total dere- 
liction of either or of both is in ſuch a mighty caſe, of divine obligation, 
and never fails to. produce in the other world the higheſt degree of hap- 
pineſs and glory: whereas the like dereliction in the cauſe of our own ſpecies, 
is far from producing ſuch a glorious return. And how ſhall. it be believed that 
it can vhilſt the many important ſervices rendered F eroh- ſyur by theſe 
two brothers at the expenſe of ſo much blood and property, were no better 
rewarded than by his perpetually endeavoring, to make them fall a ſacrifice 
to ſuch. vile regrobate men as an Emir-djemlah and an Yticad-qhan— The 
moſt contemptible and' moſt profligate wretches that ever dif, graced a court? 


Tux victor's lenity was never ſo conſpicuous as in his condeſcendence 


| towards thoſe perſons attached to the Seids: Aſſed- ollah-· qhan, better known 


under the name of Navvab Evliah, a fon to Hofſein-aaly-qhan's aunt, hav- 
ing loſt all his effects in this general confuſion, as well as his credit and in- 
fluence; obtained leave to quit the Court, and he went in pilgrimage to the 
houſe of God in the glorious Mecca. Gholam-aaly-qhan, who had the 
merit of having been one of thoſe that went to fetch the young, Emperor 
from Selimgur-caſtle, and on that account had been ſpared both in his Honour 
and property, no ſooner ſaw himſelf at full. liberty, than he made T8 eſcape 
to. Abdollah-qhan. Nuſret-yar-qhan, one of the principal Seids of Bar, who al- 
though much diſſatisfied with Abdollah- qhan, had had the generoſity to march 
to his brother's aſſiſtance at the head of his body of horſe, and was al- 

ready 
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ready at three coſſes diſtance, finding on his arrival chat all was over, 
applied to Ghandosran with whom he had an intercourſe of friendſhip and 


civilities; and he was ſent for by that Nobleman who preſented him to the 


Emperor. On his paying his obeiſſance, he was raiſed to the orade of five thou- 


ſand horſes, with an addition of two thouſand more, to his command, 


This favor ſeemed to ſerve as a ſignal for bringing forwards a variety of promo- 


tion. Mahmed-aamin-qhan h o enjoyed already the grade of eight thou- 
ſand horſes, was complimented with the effectual command of ſo many 
troopers at two horſes each, preſented with a donative of two Corors and 
a half of Dams (137), and decorated with the dignity of Supreme Miniſter, 
under the title and ſtyle of Vezir-el-memalic, Zaafer-djung (188). The of- 
fice of Paymaſter-general was given to Qhand68ran, together with the grade 


of eight thouſand horſes, and the title of Emir-ul-umera, that' is, Prince of 


Princes. Camer-eddin-khan, ſon to the actual Vezir, was inveſted with 
the ſecond Pay- maſterſhip, and the ſuperintendance of the Bathing place, 
which implies the private apartments : He was alſo complimented with ſome 
other offices, and promoted to the command of five thouſand horſes, with 
the grade of ſeven. Haider-c8ly-qhan, who had cut ſo conf} picuous a 


figure, was promoted to the ſame grade, with the effectual command of 


hx thouſand troopers at one and two horſes each ; and he received beſides 


the title of Naſſer-Djung, that is, Succourer in battles. Saadet-qhan was 


promoted to the grade and command of five thouſand horſes, and com- 


plimented with the title of Bahadyr or Valliant, and with a nagarah or a 
large kettle· drum of command. Zaafer-qhan had alſo a ſhare in the Impe- 
nal favor; in one word no one of che Emperor's friends antient or recent 
were forgotten, and every one was rewarded in offices, dignities, and em- 


ployments, as his merits PO out, or as he had intereſt at Court. 


—— 
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(137) A Dam or Peiſſa, has a v: riety of values in the market, being a very thick Copper coin; but in the 
Exchequer accounts, it is always the fortieth part of a rupee. 


(138) ViRtorious i in battles. 
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ABDOLAH-QHAN had advanced about forty coſſes, and he was already at two 


mort journies from che capital, when he received that note which Raran. 


chund had hurried away on the very firſt tumult: that mournful note which 
darkened the light of the day for him, blinded his eye- balls, and rendered 
his cxiſtence a burthen, with eyes brimful with tears, and a mountain. 
load cf grief on his breaſt, he thought it unſafe to ſtop, and was for march. 
ing-on to the capital. Some of his friends objected to this notion, and 
were of opinion that as the Emperor was not yet joined by the troops of 
the Provinces, and had not had time to practiſe upon the ' inclinations of 
many thouſands of old Soldiers attached to his late brother, 1t was expedicnt 
to return to Ecber- abad, and to · fall at once upon the Emperor, before he 
ſnould find leiſure to fortify his party, * this advice did not pleaſe Abdollah- 
60 W who obſerved, that there was no ſucceſs to be expected by attac k- 


ing with diſpirited, diminiſhed troops, on a Prince firmly ſeated upon 


« the throne, and ſurrounded by an infinity of Lords and Generals cloſely 
= linked together : : That for his part, he firmly believed that in ſuch a 
& caſe the match would prove too unequal, and quite inaufpicious,: unleſs 
«© he ſhewed to his party a Prince of Aorengzib's blood ; whoſe perſon might 
* attract the eyes of the multitude, and conciliate the hearts of ſo many Lords 
vy af che old court, who were now living in the capital, and who by form- 
” ine Z a cvirt to the ne.] Prince mig ht afford him time to aſſemble troops 
* and Artillery.“ This advice of the Vezir's having been approved, he 
continued his } 0 uney to che capital. But matters were already much Hl 


i 


in that territo y. * 

Fon as ſoon as the news of the revolution had ſpread far and near, the 
peaſancs had Jaued the highwaymen and bandities, and made it a practice 
to plun ler every one of thoſe that chanced to lag behind, or even any baggage 
that happened to be at {ome diſtance from the main ; and although they 


were more chan once challiſed, there was no weaning them . ſuch prac- | 
„ed a 210906045" tees 
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tices. One day a body of foot, with their officers at their head, was cut off 
near Abdollah-qhan's quarters, and almoſt within his ſight: Another day 


they ſurrounded a convoy that came from the capital with a vaſt quantity of 


effects for Hoſſein- aaly- qhan, and plundered it entirely, ſtripping all thoſe 
that compoſed it; and this at only two coſſes from Abdollah-qhan's camp. 
On the other hand, all che lands and Djaghirs, that belonged to the two 
brothers or to their adherents, had been layed hold of by the Zemindars, 
who took poſſeſſion - of the revenues, until, ſaid they, they might know 
to whom they were to remain. Alltheſe however being but inconſiderable 
objects, Abdollah-qhan diſpatched Shudjahat-ollah-qhan and MSrteza-qhan 


two Noblemen of importance, to che capital, with orders to bring from 


thence one of the Princes of the Imperial blood; and he wrote to his young. 


er brother, Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan, Governor-general of the province of 
Dehly, in which the capital is ſeated, to raiſe as many men as he could, 
and to provide a mee with oy thing requiſite * king the 
field. | 


Taz letter arrived in the evening of the eighth of Zilhidj, that is, ſome 


time before any certain intelligence could arrive at the city; bur as ſome 
rumour had aleady found it's way thither; the Governor had ſent a number 
of armed men with the (city Cutval at their head (1 39), to take poſſeſſion of 
Mahimed- -aamin-qhan' S palace, which they had kept encircled for the great- 
eſt part of the night whilſt the people within ſhewed a reſolution to defend 
themſelves; Bait in the morning the Governor, whether from his own motion, 
or in conſequence of an order from Abdollah- qhan, recalled the C utval, 


and defifted fo om a aue ſo hazarded.” His attention was beſdes 
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(139) The cutv:1 is an oller partly civil and partly miliary a kind of Genera! 1 juftic ce Ng peace, but with 


much more extenſive power, which brings bie office to a par with that of the Lieutenant de Police at Paris. It | 


muſt be obſerve! that the Palaces in Dehli, being built of ſtone, to the very roof, beams and joiſters; and 
being terraſſed with ſtone end ſurrounded wb walls and d dattlemeats ſhut up by doors fortified like ſo nay 
Dungeons, they are all capable of deſenle. Ul! 4% lu 4977; 55 
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ſo diverted to objects of much greater importance; for two days after, 
that is on the tenth of Zilhidj, which is always the day of Corban or 


ſacrifice, he went out of the eity to make his devotions in the fields, as is 


the cuſtom, with a vaſt multitude of people; and on returning to town, he repair- 
ed directly to che caſtle, where are guarded the Princes of the Imperial blood: 
he was accompanied by Abdollah-qhan's two Envoys, and it was with them 
he preſented himſelf at the door of the apartment where lived the Princes, ſons 
of Muezzeddin-djchandar-ſhah, whom he requeſted to come out. But ſo far 
were they from complying with ſuch a requeſt, that they all refuſed to a man, 
and even one of them, Nico-ſyur by name, ſtole away, and hid himſelf. The 
Envoys confounded at ſuch a repulſe, repaired to Soltan Hibrahim's apart- 
ment, a young Prince, who was ſon to Refi-al-cadr, and couſin- german to 
Bahadyr-ſhah, and having prevailed upon him to accept their profler, they 
brought him out ; and on the next day, they placed him on the throne under the 


name and ſtyle of Abol-fetuh—Zehir edd in—Mohammed-hebriham (140), 
Abdollah-qhan being arrived two days after, went immediately to pay his 


homage to the new Prince, from whom he obtained for Ghazi-eddin-qhan 
the office of firſt Pay-maſter-general, with the grade of eight thouſand horſes, 
and the title of Emir-ul-umerah. Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan was- made ſecond 


Pay-maſter; Selabet-qhan, third; and Biyram-qhan, fourth. Favors and 


promotions were likewiſe granted to their relations and friends; and then the 
miniſter urned his attention towards many antient Lords, who having been of 
the court of Refi-ed-derdjat, now lived at home, without office and without 
em ployment, utterly neglected and forgotten. Theſe were now ſent-for, receiv- 
ed with reſpect, accommodated with offices and employments, and aſſiſted 
with ſums of money, adequate to all their-wants, from fifty thouſand down to 


a lac each. Some who had ſerved with diſtinction, were propoſed to the 
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(140) Mahmed-tubrahim, the viſitor of religion, and the father of ſucceſs. | 
0 | a 
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command of ſeveral new bodies of horſe: which they were to raiſe at the rate 
of eighty rupees per month for each trooper. Hamed-qhan, uncle to Ni- 
zam-el-mulk, but upon bad terms with him, was complimented with a new 
Djaghir over and above that which he enjoyed already, and with a large ſum 
of money. Several Nobles and Lords attached to Feroh-ſyur, ſuch for in- 
ſtance, as Yricad-qhan, Shahiſta-qhan, Sefi-qhan, and Ifſlam-qhtan, with ma- 
ny others more, who lived neglected this long while, and . a uncer- 
tain of their fate, were now requeſted to attend, and promiſed "honors and 
dignities, if they would attach themſelves to the young, Prince. Some of 
them, like Iſlam-qhan and Mahmed-yar-qhan and Sefi-qhan, who did not 
like the complexion of the times, excuſed themſelves upon their bad health, 
and abſolutely refuſed to meddle with honors or dignities or offices. But Y- 
ticad-qhan and Seit-qhan agreed to the propoſals, and accepted a ſum of mo- 
ney for their neceſſities, but without having really any fincere intention : for 
both theſe Lords, as well as ſeveral others that had commanded in the 
guards called Vala-ſhahies, returned home after having followed Abdollah- 
qhan for forms ſake during. one or two days march. The dignitaries or 
Manſobadars of leſſer note, ſuch as thoſe from five hundred to a thouſand 
horſes, proved more ſincere in their attachment, and were therefore preferred 
according to their merits. As to the common troopers, their pay was carried 
from fifty rupees a month to full eighty. But as men and horſes, were pro- 
miſcuouſly admitted, without giving a due preference to old foldiers, theſe as 


well as thoſe that were advantageouſly mounted and armed, took offence at 


an undiſtinguiſhing 1nattention, that confounded them with enadequate new 


levies, and they became diſcontented. Nevertheleſs the neceſſities of the times. 


not allowing the. rulers to pay to their diſcontent all the attention it deſerv- 
ed, the levies went-on without much minding the diſtinctions of old or new ſol- 


diers, and ſtill leſs that of the tribe and race; inſomuck that whoever brought 


z horſe, was inliſted of courſe, without much inquiry about what nation or 


tribe 
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tribe he might be. - In this manner an army of ninety thouſand horſes was in 
a little time levied in the capital at, the expence of one coror of rupees for 


e N 0 
Tux ſeventeenth of Zilhidj, that is five days after the Coronation, Abdol- 


; ah- han brought the new Emperor out of the citadel, in the middle of as 


much cortege and as much royal pomp as could be put together on ſo ſhort 
notice, and "og marched with' him to the Yid-gah(142), out of the city, where 
he encampbd, and where he was joined by ſeveral perſons of conſequence, 
who-quitted the Imperial army and joined him wich their troops. At the 
fame time Gh8lam-aaly- qhan and Nedjabet-aaly-qhatr, (the latter was Couſin- 
german to Abdollah-qhan and only fourteen years old,) were ſent back to 
the city, with commiſſion to keep it quiet and free from tumults. And as 
the news he now received aſſured him that Mahmed-ſhah was advancing by the 
Djatt country, he took to the road of ſaint Co8t8b-eddin's monument in or- 
der to be on his paſſage; but on being better informed, he ſtruck to the 
left and encamped at Ferid-p8r ; whilſt Mahmed-ſhah was coming through- 
out Ecber-abad. There he made ſome ſtay in expectation of being g joined 
by his younger brothers Seit-eddin-aaly-qhan, and Stid-mahmed-qhan, as well 
as by ſome other Lords and commanders who were to bring a body of Sëids 
of Bar with their own troops. This ſhort ſtay proved of ſervice to him, 
as every day he was joined by ſome body of troops, as well as by che braveſt 


amongſt the Afghans; beſides ſeveral conſiderable Zemindars who flocked 
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(141) We may gueſs at the ſize and populouſneſs of Dehli by the rapidity and ſacceſs of theſe levies. Nine» 
ty thouſand horſes is a force which no kingdom of Europe can afford at even ten years warning, and yet theſe 
ninety thouſand troopers were excluſive of two huner d theuſand men mor”, which every one knows mult 
have attended them, excluſive of two hundred thonſand men more that had come out of the city with the 
Emperor an] the twobrothers, and excluft-e-ofttioſe mu'titudes more that remained neutral: and all this is only 
military men, excluſively to that infinity of other ſorts of men that mutt have ſwarmed in that immenſe ciy, and 
excluſively to the women and children. Thoſe therefore that have ſaid that D#hlj contained about two millions 
of men, were not wide of the mark; and this is th population, which the Jeſuits, the moſt intelligent travel lers 
chat ever wrote, gave to Pek ag and Nanking the two capitals of China, as well as to Dehli-and Agra in 1750 


(142) The Vid. gab or feaſt-place i is a wall with a niche facing Mecca, but erected in the open fields, for the 
pur pole of celeb: 'ating there the Prayers and rites uſual on the * of Corban or ſacrifice. I here the Whole 
congr __ pray - in the open air. 
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amongſt che Afghans; beſides ſeveral conſiderable Zemindars, "Y flocked 
to him ftom the environs at the head of their men; Shoals of Hoſſein · aaly· 


qhan's veteran ſoldiers, who had been prevailed upon to inliſt wih Mahmeds 


mal, and to touch one month of his pay; now made it a practice to ſteal! 
away and to come by hundretls and two hundreds at à tine, all mounted 
and atmed. Abdollah-qhan thus ſtrengthened, moved to Pelsl, where 
he was joined by his two brothers, and by ſome other commanders,. who 


Fefides their own troops, Had brought one hundred and fifty Cart. bads of 


Seids of Bar, every one of whom chougbit himſelf equal to a Ruſtem and 


an Effaſſiab. Theſe were ordered to form a circle round Abdollah-qhan | 
elephant : a poſt for which they had ſhewn much eagerneſs, not only in 


bopes of preferment, but alſo to exhibit their regard for that Miniſter wth 
whom, as Seid's, they claimed che rights of kindred and brother. hood. 
As to the veterans brought by his two brothers, they amounted at leaſt to ten 
| thouſand' effective troopers ; and hardly were they in camp, when they 
were followed by Churamon the Hatt (facher to Pedun-fing and grand father 
to Barchund) a powerful' Zemindar of the Province of Ecter-abad. and owner 
of che vety* ground whereon Mahmed-ſhah was treading; Immediately 


after, arrived Radja Mocum- ſing late Divan to Hoſſein aaly- qtian, the ſame 


who had been ſo kindly: uſed by Mabmed-ſttah: Butchis inelination overs 


Lallancing thoſe new: ties, he fled from” that camp and came to Abdollah - 
ghan, bringirg with: him'a good Body of troops with ſeveral Veteran" officers 
and commanders: All dieſe ſeveral ſucceſſtyo Bodies were in addition to-that 
numerous army brought out of the capital; and they formed {v/irmmienſe a ſars 


face, that the foil undertrodden by ſo much cav alty and irifintry diſappeared 
at once and could not be ſeen küt after ſome ſearch. All theſe forces- were 
in ſuch high ſpirirs, mat Ckuramon having gone a {kirmiſhing the very day 
of his arrival; he bouglit away three or four elephants andia large number 
of camels, Eclonging to che enemy, all which- he preſented to Abdollah- 
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quan, as an. auſpicious beginning; but which that General requeſted him 
to accept at his hand, as an earneſt of future victory. The two adverſe armies 
had advanced ſo near, that Mahmed-ſhah was encamped in the neighbour. 
hood of Shah-p8r, . andthe diſtance would have been reduced to nothing, 
had not that Prince {topped there, to wait for the famous Abdol-ſemed-qhan 
Governor of M8ltan, and the Radja Dehiradj djehi- ſing, who however did 
not appear, either through the badneſs of the roads, or for ſame other reaſon. 
It was then the ninth of Moharrem ; but in that interval Mahmed-qhan- 
bangaſh joined him with three thouſand horſe, as did Ghairet-qhan, the 
Rohilah and Bayazid-qhan the Mevati with their reſpective corps; and in a 
little time more, four hound effective troopers, arrived from Radja Djehi- 
ling” 5 country. | 


MAN while che neighbourhood of the two armies had 8 ſeveral 


ſkirmiſhes, in which che two parties were eſſaying each other; and at one 


time Churamon directed by Abdollah-qhan, had been very near ſetting fire to 
the park. of the enemy's artillery ; and at another he had been very near 
decoying . and bringing away all the bullocks, belonging. to their train. 
Nevertheleſs it was the tenth. of Muharrem before the armies could face each 

other, and they were ranged in battle immediately. Haider. c8li-qban, orand 

maſter of the artillery, who bad been ſa inſtrumentalin laving it from Chura- 

mon's attack, was put at the head of the firſt line: Saadet qhan, with 

Mahmed-qhan-bangaſh, commanded the right wing; and Qhandogran 

with Nuſret-yar-ꝗqban and ſome other commanders of diſtinction, com- 

manded at che left, in the center of which appeared Azzem-qhan with a 

body of veterantroops.. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, the Vezir, with Haddy-qhan 

and Cammer-eddin-qhan, and Aazim-ollah- chan and ſome other command- 

ers of the firſt-rank, was in the center of the hole, here Mahmed-th-b 

took his poſt ſurrounded by the troops commanded: by. Shir-eſken-Ghan and 

 Terbiet-qhan, beſides a numerous trop of perſons of ue Mshelt rank, who 
| fought 


M UTA CHE RI N. 


taten WV ART Beg Perlen ⸗ily aber 15 the Imperial perſoit 
Mir-djemlah and ſome other commanders, amongſt which were Radja-gopal- 
ſing-bohd8d1a, were ordered to cover the flanks; and Afſed-ollah-qhan with 
Self. qhan | and Radja Dehiradj, were placed fo, as to ſerve as a corps de re- 
ſerve, and to watch over the Emperor's female houſchold. The war- ele- 
phants, like ſo many mountains, caſed in iron, were ſtationed in front of all, 
but behind the artillery, and mixed wich a number of light g. chat 
fought ſingly, or in detached Pale % Has Huff 52. dy 
A2BDOLL A H-QUHAN on his ſide, who on the twelfth of Moharrem vas ar- 
rived at Hoſſein- pSr,three colles ſhort of the enemy's encampment,” ranged 
his army in battle array. But the troops as well as Officer of the Bar, 'who on 
account of the kindred which they claimed, pretended to a kind of equality with 
him, proved exceedingly troubleſome, and unruly ; and they took-up ſo much 
time in being brought to ſome order, that it became neceſſary to marſhall them 
three ſeveral times: at laſt they were prevailed upon to remain in front of Abdol- 
lah- qhan's elephant, under command of their three Generals, Seif-eddin-aaly> 
qhan, Seid-mahmed qhan, and Shahamet- qhan every one of whom proved 
full as head - ſtrong as any of their men, which as well as they were Seids of 
Bar; but all ſo full of themſelves as to pretend to an equality wich the Roſ- 
tems and the Aftaſſiabs of old( 143). Hamed-qhan and Scit-qhan, and Bäy- 
ram-qhan and Y qhlaſſ-qhan the Rohilah, with Omer-qhan the Afghan, and 
ſcveral other commanders Afghan and Rohilahs, amongſt which were Shud- 
jah qhan· peloly and Abdollah-qhan-tirin, all of them Zemindars,,and all of 
them mounted on elephants, to the number of ſeventy, were placed wich 
their troops in the right and left wings. But Abol - mohſen- qhan, che. Pay- 
maſter general, and Seid aaly-qhan Pay-maſter to che regular corps, and Hi- 


ramon aha mater of r troops from Bar, with rwenty: -five ERIE. 2 
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all-in Abdollah-qhan's private pav, and all his veteran troops, were placed 
before his elephant, which was already encircled by a body of men all Seids 


of Zar, and all Infantry, who conſidered themſelves rather as the country- 


men and kinſmen of Abdollah- qhan's than as ſoldiers in his pay. The army 


being marſhalled in that order, paſſed that whole night, Which was that of 
the thirteepith, under arms. That very night Radia Mohcum- ſing, who al- 
though Divan to the late Hoſſcin- aaly-qhan, had been uſed with ſo much le- 


nity by Mahmed-ſhgh, and even taken into favor, and promoted to the 


Battle of Shan 
poor which laſts. 


Uurty hours 


grade of five thouſand horſes, having found a favorable opportunity, 
came over, and preſemed himſelf to Abdollah-qhan, to whom he brought a 
body of eight hundred horſes with Qhoda-dad-mirza and Qhan Mirza, two 
officers; of diſtinction at their head. At the dawn of the day, as ſoon as the 
trumpets ſounded, and the heralds had - publiſhed three times, as uſual, t 
corrage was :akeays ſafer than cowardice, the foremoſt on both ſides ſaluted 
each other (144), and-made-ufe of the whiſtling of arrows and the whizzing 
of muſipier-balls to compliment each other, and to aſk about each others 
health: this was the moment which Mfahmed - ſhah, then in the center. of his 
army, had appointed for Ratan- ehund's ſupplice. The head of that odious 
man was preſented to him, and faſtened to the foot of his elephant, on which 
he ſat in his Imperial attire. Upon this, as upon a ſignal, that numerous ar- 
my which moved like the waves of a ſea, or like an innundation that has co- 
vered the whole plain, advanced ſhouting, and with a firm reſolution to wring 
the ſouls of its enemies out of their inimical bodies; and thoſe that beheld the 
animſity of the combattants, and heard the confuſed noiſe of trumpets and 
Kettle drums, concluded that "GE quarter would be aſłked or given that Cay by 
either party. The artillery was already ſweeping; whole ranks 3, and ſo many 
fir mquths opening their jaws: at once, carried terror into the heart of the 
braveſt, ke fo many meftengers diſpatched Ey inevitable fate; whilft the inceſ- 
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1 (144) This circumſtance which has never been ſeen in Europe but at the battle of Fontenoy, u here the 
French and then the Engliſh ſaluted each other, & uot uncammon in India. 
fant 
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ſant kaching or rockets in fire put an end to the boaſts of the FO courage- 
ous : nor can it be denied but that the artillery directed by ſo active a man 
as Haider eli qhan, who had under his orders a body of expert men, accuſ- 
tomed to fire with ſteadineſs, performed wonders that day. But this did 
hardly intimidate che oppoſite army, u here thouſands of brave men, anima- 
ted by a ſpirit of party, and carrying the hearts of ſo many dragons, threw 
themſelves, fearlefly, before thoſe infernal mouths that vomited fire and death; 
and although numbers were ſwept away every moment, thouſands were preſ- 
ſing forward and were advancing. with a ſteady ſtep: ſo that the faint-heart- 
ed of Mahmed-ſhab's artillery, were looſing, ground, and at laſt ha! betaken 
to an open flight, eſpecially, after Nedjmeddin -aaly- -quanhad given a turn to 
the day by a manoeuvre judiciouſiy conceived and as bravely executed: 
With twelve thouſand hori- es and foot he had detached himſelf from-his main, 
to take poſſeſſion of a groye that lined a village; and from ſuch a cover he 
made ſo hot and lo, inceſſant, a fire, that 1 Amagination itſelf had its wings 
and feathers burned. II his ambition was to give a turn to, the fortune of the 
day, his wiſh, yas, accompliſhe d; for his fire proved ſo galling, chat the 


field beende too dag 2705 for the Imperial troops: the roſes on the checks 
of the braveſt loſt. cheii hue: even a ſerſe of ſhame diſappeared ; and their 
trepidation being ſuch that they could no more ditinguiſh1 their feet from 
their heads, they coatounde 4 their ranks, and were ready for. an open flight 
Such A ſtate, of things ha viag been abſerved by Hawler-c8ly qhan and han- 
d68ran, they took with them Nuſretry ar-qhan and S abut qhan wich ſome 


other valorous commanders, ad detatching themſelves from the main, they 
advanced boldly on that breaſt work from which Ned jmeddin-aaly-ghan 
was pouring ſo much deſtruction: | by, dint of canon- ba Ils they made a 
breach, and ruſhing upon it with ſhouts as to an aſſuault, they carried every 
thing before them, reducing the enemies to a ſkulking fire from behind broken 


"a and killen trees, from, which N were finally criven ; in fo much chat 
Haidar-c8ly- qhan 
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Hatder-egly- chan remained maſter of that Important poſt In this are 
ol things; and the two parties remaining ori theit field of batile after à Eo 
undeciſive day; Abdollah: qhan at ſun ſet, ordered a ſmall tent to be pitched 
[for him on the ſoot where he was; but on Tecollecting his loſs; he ſobbed, 
- obſerved that no reſt remained for him now in this world, and counter- 
vmanded che tent. innig an üg da mige 
As ſoon as it grew dark Haider-c8ly-chan who commanded the In- 
perial artillery; ſound means to pur it in motion ; he advanced firing and 
"Silning-\ground, until he had taken an advantageous poſt, from whence 
he kept ſuch an inceffant firing the whole night, as killed and wounded an 
infinity ot men. No heart could ſtand ſo deſtrudive a canonade; and 
whole bodies not being able to bear it's violence, rennen to camp, where 
l being ill exro% 7d to a rain of balls, they fled farther ; fo chat moſt of thoſe 
valliant commanders, that had cut ſuch a conſpicuous figure on their Ele- 
: phants i in the day- time, now ſought their ſafety i ina ſhameful flight, but were 
intercepted in their retreat from camp, by armed bodies of peaſants who 


ſtriped tem of every thing. About the dawn of the day, a ball of a canon 
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having broke the Hiodih on which fat Mohcum- -ling, he jumped down 
in a flight, and took bofſe and fled with ſo much earneſtneſs, that a long 
time elipſed before any tidings could be had of his being dead or alive. 
The day broke out by this time, which was the fourteenth of Moharrem 
1133; and it appeared that out of fifteen or ſixteen thouſand horſes that 


had ſtood during the night that terrible canonade, not one had eaten 


- 
N N —— — — e * = » - 
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any thing theſe twenty four hours, or even drank any water, that element 


— — — 


being tod far off, and moreover in the poſſeſſion Af a body of Djatts: ſuch 


was the ſenſe of honor, and ſuch the ſenſe of zeal amongſt them, that not 


one of chit Whole multitude ſhruak from his poſt ; they were moſtly Scicls 


— . 
— — Ewe ——— :. RO —— 


of Bar, commanded by their own countrymen, and equally wich them 


5 Jealous of their honor, as well as zeatoully attached to Abdollah- qhan's 5 perſon. 
Eqy4b 
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Fay ar, ſteadineſs was exhibited on che oppoſite fade. Mahmed-ſhahy 


mounted on his favorite Elephant, called Shah - peſend (tag). was /gracing 
by his perſon all that hoſt of officers, commanders, and illuſtrious. volunteers 
that ſurtounded his throne: It was remarked. that he bad remained ſiting! 
the whole night as well as the whole preceeding day. A day-break. the; 
enemy was already in motion; and Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan at the head of a 
body of Seids. of Bar and another body of truſty ſoldiers, ad vanced again 
to che charge with the reſolution of one reſolved to carry the day, or to 
periſh in the attempt. Setting at nought the thundering of that deſtructive 
Artillery that had done ſo much havock the whole night, he made a furious 
attack that gave an image of the day of judgement, being reſolved to recover 
that important, poſtꝭ he was oppoſed by Haider- cg ly-Khan and Qbandög ran, 
who ſenfible of the importance of example in ſuch citeutnſtances, came out 
of their bieaſt worlᷣ to encounter the enemy: and they were ſupported by valo- 
tous troops and valiant om umianders, amongſt which laſt was Nuſret-yar-qhan 
a Seid of Bar, who although priding himſelf _ his- being related to both 
Nedjmeddin- aalyqha and Abdollah-· qhan, wiſhed to fignalize himſelf againſt 
them. And Here again the conteſt became bloody and obſtinate: the valo- 
rous commanders on both fides, havingimade ſo many targets ol cheir breaſts, 
exerted themſelves heroically as if emulous only of waſhing, away wich the 

waves (146), flowing from their ſabres, the doubts which, might have re- 

mined in their minds about each others bravery. Both fides were ruſhing 
forward like ſo many crocodiles emerging from out of an innundation, or 
like famiſhed lions from out a howling wilderneſs: and ſuch ſereams and 
ſuch an uproar roſe every where as Would hive drowned thoſe at the day of 
julgement. From the repeated conflict of ſo many ſteely ſabres againſt the 


flinty firmneſs of ſo many intrepid exmmanders, a fire was ſtruck out which 


ꝙ— —¾4 


—— 


(145) the King's favorite. | 
, 1 4 5 1 l 13 169599 go 2 * * n 8 ö 4 4 ; 4 
(146) This is again an oriental alluſion to thoſe undulations which being much c!ofer than the waters of an 
Englith Taby, ſeem to pour pleutiſully from the hilt of a Pan or Indian ſabre duwu to ths Point. 
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| potion preſented them by death. After they liad exerted themſelves to their 


NT Het HORMTeU 


blazing ke iphtehing, cofſiimed! tH3(e- brave men n ſhoats, ; and reine 


their fo lorn families, by thoulands;. cool med 2.000 4 
SAADTTCOHA N, who:ſaw'this- Sinn cas; and wiſhed to acquire 


Honor, advanced. ſeveral times like an elephant in rut; toi the aſſiſtance of 
thoſe that were ſhedding theit blood in the -Emperor's cauſe; and he made 
ſeveral vigorons charges; and Shir-eken-qhanz w hO marched to their aſſiſt. 
ance by the Bmpetor's expreſs commands, threw” hirnſelf on the enetny's 
fointed . ſpears and threatening lances, like a famiſhed tyger that ſets the hun- 
ters at novght. Nevertlieleſs the Imperialiſts ſeemed to loſt ground; arid Der. 
viſh-aaly-qhan; commander of Qhind68rar's artillery; Abdol-gtani-qtan, ho 
commanded thatof Haider-c8li-qhan's, with Meiaratiihis'ſceretary, and Mah- 
med:djaafer, nephew to Hoſſein- qhan, wich an infinity of others,” were already 
Nin, and lay iretchedi on che ground. Nuffet-yar- qhan had two arrows 
fixed in lis body; and Doſt-aaly-qhan with a: multitude of others, was 
wounded and diſable l. On the part of - Abdollah-qhan\Shnhamet-qhan, a 
commer of gr2u rend vn, with ode of bis ſons, was ſlain, together 
with Abdol-cadyr-qhan, brother to the Cazi, Mir Bahazdyr-ſhatit, and bis 
brother Fa- teh- ynr-qhan, and Tahover-aaly-qhan; and this was the fate 
of Abdol-ghani-qhin, ſon to Abdoltrahim-qhan Aogrenzebi (147), and 
Gholam-muhi-eddin-qhan, and Sabqhat-ollah-qhan ſirnam- ed Sbeika, and 
Gholam-aaly-qhan the illuſttious' warrior; all three brothers and all three 


# 4 


commanders of importance in Abdollah qhan's army, as well as Shu- 
djah-qhan fon to Belcli. They were all flain in that trying occaſion, where 
none but the braveſt could ſh2v their faces: all of them; after exhibiting 
feats of pro: veſs and attachment that aſtoniſhed the beholders, ſubmitted 
cheerfully to their fate, and wichout heſitation drank "to the dregs the bitter 


— 


— 


” (147) Theſe ep. thats of Banadyr- nah. aud Aarengzedi, deſign tneir lia ing long ſerved under the Princes. 


laſt 
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laſt breath in wrenching out the fouls of cheir enemies. Vaſt numbers of 


their men, who had gamed away the capital of their lives in that ſcene of 


ſlaughter and blood-drinking match, quitted the world in haſte, and like fo 
many bankrupts that had loſttheir all, they plunged at one dip into the abyfa 
of eternity. "The valorous Nedjmeddintaaly:qhan, who had hitherto been 
che higheſt bidder in that marker of death and flaughter, after having receive 


ed ſeveral wounds by hand- blows, was at laſt hitted by an arrow, which flicks 


ing intd his eye, deprived bim of the delightful garment of ſight, to the un- 
{-eakable foro of his brother Abdollah-· qhan; who obſerving how matters 


1 


went, marched- up to his aſſiſtance with all the braves of Bar that remained 


about his perſon. At this very time, and vrhilſt every one's attention was tas 
ken · up wich the critical ſituation of things, Churamon the Djatt, who was 
the belt partizan in Abdollah-qhan's ſervice, wheeted round and fell upog 
the Emperor's rear which he filled witk e>nfuſion-and- ſcreams. He ſeized 
on a thoufand! ſpdre-bullocks:/ belonging; to the Imperial artillery; wich a nun- 


ber of oamels laden with the chancellcety and kitchen offices, all which wers 


graz ing on the banks of the Djumna; and puſhing his point, he went as far 
as the Impetial camp; where he found at laſt people teady to receive himi 


The Emperor hiemſeif ſhot an artow at him; and Mahmed aamin· qhan and 


Hadi. qhan matched: againſt him wich the infantry which was round the Im- 


perial elephant. Abdollah- qhan oceupietl only with what was paſſing on 


his front; was marching to che alliſtance of his people; when liis flank 
vas attacked by Saadet: qhan, Haider: cg li qhan, and Mahmed-qhan Bangaſhz 
and this mation being obſerved by Abdollah-qbhan, he wheeled round and 
 narched-up, to-thems. But his people were exceedingly galled by Haider c- 
li qban who had always his bow- is action, and by that body of expert mils 
gueteets whom he had trained himſelf. Abdollah-qhan lot wo officers: of 
merit by: chis attack: Sheh Habilah, commander of his artillery, and Scid-al 
y- qhan, brother to his Puy · aſter· general, Abol - môlifen-qan. This attack 
02904 K K t having 
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Abdollah- 

ban tatally de- 

ed and then 
taken. 


nen 


having ſomewhat diſordered the ranks of Haider-c8li-qhan's men, he form- 


ed them again, and being joined by a good body brought by-Qhand68ran, 


he renewed his attack with ſo much vigor, that Abdollah-qhan loſt his uſual 


- preſence of mind. It had been a ſtanding rule with him in the many battles 


which he had teen, and in which he had often been reduced to extremities, - 
never to be guilty of the thoughtleſſneſs of the Hindoſtany Generals, who on a 


moment of danger, uſed to quit their elephant, and to combat on foot, mixed 


with the crowd. Abdollah-qhan on the contrary had always conſerved his 
preſence of mind on ſuch occaſions, and had made it a point to oppoſe firmneſs 
and ſteadineſs to forwardneſs and impetuoſity : Like a lion lying in wait forthe 
moment of falling on his prey, he kept diſplayed the ſtandard of aſcendant and 
ſuperiority, (which after all ought to be the intent of proweſs), and looked upon 
firmneſs and perſeverance as more inſtrumental in the gain of a battle than 
ardor and impetuoſity. Nevertheleſs his ſtore of good luck being now ſpent by 
this time, and fortune having turned her back upon him, he forgot his own 
maxims, and jumping without any neceſſity down his elephant, he took to 


his ſabre and bucler, and mixed with the crowd ; without once minding that 


he had ſtill three thouſand Seids of Bar about his perſon, who ſeemed like- 
ly to ſtand by him to the very laſt, But as fortune after having quitted his 
party, ſeemed now bent on counteracting all his ſchemes, he was hardly 


| down, when moſt of his officers and men, taking it for granted that he was 


flain or diſabled, or that he had deſpaired of victory, abandoned their poſts 
far and near, and betook themſelves to flight. Some other accounts ſay that 
Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan, his very nephew and one of his beſt Generals, had al- 
ready quitted his ſtation, before 'Abdollah-qhan had thought of jumping 
down; and that his example had been followed by all the others. Be it as it 


will, Abdollah-qhan, although aſtoniſhed at this deſertion, kept his footing 


vigorouſly; but being now ſurrounded on all fides, and the weight of his ar- 
mour obſtiucting his activity, he received an arrow in his forehead, and then 
7 | | cwo 


two wobei ve cuts on his neck and hand; FO” being preſſed cloſe and over- 


priſoner. It was at the very moment his younger brother Nedj-meddin-aaly- 
qhan , was cloſing with him, reſolved to ſhare his fate; aud they were both going 


to be ſlain, when Abdollah-qhan was recolle&ed by Haider-c8li-qhan, who 
reſcued them both from the hands of the ſoldiery. The deſtiny of thoſe two 


they ſaw. them deſigned in theſe verſes which were then handed about: 


„I am he who in an attack could run the point of my ſpear through a golden ring, 
« But being now fortaken by my good ſtar and rejected by fortune, 

« J have been in my turn ſurrounded by a ring and taken. 

<« Of what avail could be my helmet and my Cuiraſs, 

After my good fortune had already turned her back upon me? 

«© When the key of Victory ceaſes to be in a hand, 

© To no purpoſe will the arm attempt to break open the door of ſucceſs,” 


ſame elephant, carried them to the Emperor; and this Prince, who had a 
great deal of benignity in his nature, caſt a look of compaſſion at them, and 
then conſigned them both to Haider-c8 li-qhan's cuſtody: after which he 
ordered the Imperial muſick to ſtrike up for ſo ſignal a victory. As to 
the vanquiſhed army, ſome bodies of it fled, ne mixed with the victori- 
us: and Ghazi-eddin-qhan availing himſelf of this moment of ſuſpenſe, re- 
turned to camp, and packing · up as much of Abdollah-qban's baggage, as 
had not been yet plundered, he fled towards Dehli, at the very time when 
the commanders and officers of the victorious party, were preſenting their 
Nuzurs, and congratulating each other, and returning thanks to God for ſo 
important a Victory. As to the enemy's camp, and his baggage immenſe, 

whatever was of a nature to eſcape a general pillage, was ſecured for the Em- 

peror's uſe. 

A $1NGULAR anecdote, which then became a ovtieral topick, is reported by 


men of authority and credit.. On the very beginning of the diviſions between 
5 . | the 


come with fatigue, he was ſeized on by the claws of fate, and made a 


noble perſons affected the feelings of an infinity of men; and people thought 


 Haider-c8li-qhan having mounted the two. wounded Noblemen upon the 


A 


war. 
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the Scids. and! the T'8ranian party, a perſon attached to Abdollah- chan re. 
pa red to the lodgings of a learned man, renowned for his fill in aſtrological 
predictions, and put to him a variety of queſtions about the future event of 
th:le diſſentions, as well as ahout the ſucceſs of the expedition. The philoſo- 
pher without erecting any ſcheme, extracted his anſwer from the very words 
made uſe of by the propounder, and they proved to be theſe letters: Ghain, 
Lam, Be, Au, Dal, Fow, and Caf, which, on being aſſembled in the-uſtal 
manner, formed the Arabic words: Ghalub. Add ca, that is Ibine enemy ſpall 
prevail; and on being inverted, ſignifyed, thine end is come. And in fact 
theſe words were not belied by the ſucceeding event, and few prediQions 
have proved ſo fortunate: for Soltan, Hibrahim, who had fled from the field 
of battle, had been purſued; and ſent back to his former apartment; and a 
complete victory had been gained after a bloody conteſt of thirty hours. 
Tux news of ſo deciſive an engagement reached the capital in che even- 
ing of che fourteenth of Moharrem, being a Friday, and they tranſported an 
infinity. of people with joy, whilſt they afflicted an infinity of others with all 


che pangs of ſurpriſe and conſternation. Thoſe that were attached to the 


throne ordered the Imperial muſick of the citadel, to announce that happy 
event. to the public; but the family and houſchold of the three-Seids ſlain, 
recommenced their mournful rites. (148). The women eſpecially belonging 
perſonally to Abdollah-qhan's three- brothers, exhibited the moſt affecting 
picture of diſmay. and unutterable woe ; whilſt ſome of them, but of the in- 
ferior ſort, availed themſelves of che confuſion and opportunity ſo far, as to 
lay their hands upon whatever precious came in their way, and ſtole away 
under the diſguiſe of dirty clothes and the cover of homely- veils; they diſ- 
appeared ſome time before che police thought of taking poſſeſſion of the 


— —— — 
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(143) Thoſe mournful rites ought to be over the ſeventh night of Moharrem, which is called Shi ca-! or 
the nig t of the o:cifion, at hich time the death of Hoſſein the firſt of E ds, is repreſented in a theatrical 
manner and with theatrical ſcenery. But two days more being taken by the Devotees in lamentatione, and 'n 
earxying the coffins or rather the catafalcoes to the grave; and three days mare by the hip er- devotees in diſtri- 
bug dreiſed victuals to each other. aud to the poor, the whole makes-up twelve or thirteen days. 


houſe 
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houſe. Some of theſe women fell, wich their booty into the hands of the 
Police-officers:;: but ſorts: made good their eſcape. As to the Ladies of, 
Abdollah- qhan's race on bed, lo tar from ſtirring out of the houſe, they re · 
treated within their own chaſtity;; and covering themſelves from bead to foot 
wich the veil of deceney and modeſty, they fat weeping in a circle, without 
any one offering to move or to. avail; herſelf of the diſmal ſcene which now 
was taking place, For Abdollah-qhan-Calhy, whom Abdollah-qhan, his old 
ftiem l and benevolent maſter had entruſted; with the care of his Conſorts, La- 
dies and Seraglio, no ſooner heard of the:diſaſter that had befallen bis benefadt- 
or, than forgetful: of all that was expected from him, even as an honeſt man 
and a Gentlemam, he carried the daringneſs ſo far as to put a ſacrilegious foot: 
within thoſe facred preeincts, and to give vent at one and the ſame time both to 
his infamous Juſt and to his treacherous cupidity. He ſoon came to an under. 
ſtanding with the Hindoo who commanded the guard (149) ; and getting 
within the ſanctuary of the women, thoſe two wretches feized and car- 
ried away, whatever perſons and: effects they could fix their claws upon; 80 
that this villain has ever been from that moment pointed out willi che finger, 
of deteſtation, as a Renegado to his God, a traitor to his maſter and friends, 
and an invader of che moſt ſaered rights of mankind. Fortune. that had. 
now turned her back on that forlorn family, ſeemed bent on rendering abor- 
tire every attempt made by any of it members; and Gholam aal - qhan and 
Nedjabet- aaly-qhan, two nephews: of Abdollah-qhan's,. who hy changing 
their apparel, and altering; their faces, had endeavoured to make good their 
retreat to Djanſita, a ton where they were born as wellias- himſelf, were in 
tercepted by the way and carried to the Emperor. | | 
Tuis Prince now fixed 3 on his e and freed from all an. 


ꝙ＋ꝙꝓ -ã— — — 
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(149) The great men in India prefer for their women, an Hinds guard to «ny other, as Hind8s cannot de- 


fit: themſelves vti women diff rent from their tribe, without incurring damanation in the ther world, end 


bung intordicted fite and water, in this They cannot ſo much as touch their ene or their” water-pot, or 
Wir Knife, or make ue of * thing that has ſer ed to them. 
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xiety and ſolicitude, turned his thoughts towards the means of rewarding 
that number of Generals and Lords, who had fo well deſerved of his cauſe. 


| Thoſe whoſe golden nature and undebaſed fidelity had been tryed in the fie- 


ry crucible of the late bloody battle, and found to be of a pure ſtandard, 
were now expoſed to the ſun-ſhine of diſtinction and favour, honored with a 
variety of titles and offices, and rewarded with high preferement. The ſix. 
teenth of Moharrem having been fixed-on for the Emperor's auſpicious de- 
parture from that memorable ſpot, he mounted the Palefrey of atchieve. 
ment and victory, and turned its reins towards the capital of his Empire, 
ſhortening his diſtance, and haſtening his march with ſo much expedition, 
that on the nineteenth, he was already at the monument of faint Nizam- ed- 
din-Evliah, in which venerable ſpot he performed his devotions, and be- 
ſtowed favors and liberalities on every one of the attendants. Here he 
ſpent two days in expectation of a lucky moment; in which time he 
raiſed Haider-c8ly-qhan's grade by a thouſand horſes, ſo as to make him a Man- 
ſobdar of eight thouſand troopers, with the effectual command of ſeven. Saa- 
det-qhan was honoured with the title of Bahadyr-djung, or Valliant inbattles, and 
decorated with the inſignia ot the Mahi or fiſh (1 60), whilſt a variety of favours 
and offices were pouring on every one of their friends and dependants ; but 
Nedjabet aaly-qhan having been brought-in whilſt the Emperor was beſtow- 
ing preferments and diſtinctions, that Nobleman was received with a look of 
compaſſion, and conſigned over to Haider-c8ly-qhan's cuſtody. 

AL Ltheſe matters being over, and the Ceremonialof the Emperor's entryinto 
his capital, being adjuſted, he now thought it high time to ſhew hitnſelf to his 
people. This auſpicious event happened on a Saturday, being thetwenty- ſecond 
of Moharrem, in the year 11 33 of the Hedjrah, in the middle of a pomp and an 
ec lat that dazzled theeyes of allthe beholders in the very ſun-ſhine ofa fine day, 


OOO 
— 


(150) This eoſign, which is ſo uncommon in hindoſtan, is more common in Decan: it is a fiſh of copper gilt four 
feet in length, carried horizontally upon the point of a f pear ;, and this enſign is always joined to another which 
& a human head, alſo of copper gilt,.carryed horrizontally likewiſe, upon the point of a ſpear. | 
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whilſt the regions of the air, were rent as high as the ſphere of the moon and ſan, 


with the mingled ſounds of an infinity of trum pets and kettle-drums. The Em- 


peror 's cortege was followed and preceded by lofty elephants, reſ hen with 


gold and filver-trappings ; by beautiſul ſlave-· boys and young men, in gold- 


cloth ; by thrones and Imperial chairs of gold and by ſedans of jewel work; by 


embroidered enſigns and ſtreamers equally ſuperb and elegant; and by crowds of 


ſervants ſhining in gold and ſilver tiſſue, that ſhed ſuch a luſtre, as rendered the 


ſun's rays of ſmall value in compariſon: All theſe were interſperſed amoneſt bo- - 


dies of troops that marched in battle-array, and in ranks differenced by rows of 


commanders and noblemen, all advantageouſly mounted, and all conſ picuous by 


the brightneſs of their arms, as well as by the richneſs of their apparel. Already a 
number of the moſt beautiful horſes with enamelled ſaddes of gold and jewel- 


work, were announcing from afar the Emperor's approach; and now this Prince 
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Pompons en- 
try of Mahmed- 
ſhah's in the ca- 
pital, and. 


adorned by all the graces of youth and beauty, was making his appearance 


mounted on a mountain- like elephant, and ſeated upon a throne that blazed 
with a profuſion of jewels and elegant ornaments. He directed his march 

through the Adjmir-gate, ſprinkling his way with handfuls of gold, and enrich- 
| ing by ſuch a. long forgotten liberality, a multitude of needy people, that had 
this long while fixed the eyes of expectation on ſuch an auſpicious moment: In 
the victorious moment of the fifth hour of the day, he arrived at the Im perial 
caſtle, and landed at his auguſt habitation, where the Empreſs Cadeſſiah, his mo- 
ther, with a Cortege of chalte Princeſſes and Ladies of the higheſt diſtinction 
was waiting for him at the inner door of the ſacred apartment. The Empreſs- 


mother holding a large plate of gold und ſlver, filled with gold and ſilver 
coins of ſeveral denominations, as well as with a variety of gems and precious 
iewels, poured the whole as a libation over his head; and after wiſhing him a 
long and proſperous reign, ſhe introduced hun by the hand withia the Imperial 
ſanctuar rx. 
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SECTION m. | 
Of the Sur Mor Aan, or Review of Moprxsw "Tratts, 


h mmaad 


Contents of the Third Section. 


Promotions at Court—feath of the V:zir=the Emperor refuſes the ever fon of 


rhe deceaſed's immenſe eſtat 2 Perſian adventurer ſ#ts up a wwhimfical new 
ſfei—the Carnatec ravaged by Taters—troubles in Gejarat, ia Adjmir, in 
Cab3l and in worious farts of the Empire—curious expedient of the - 
peror's to render his perſon more acreſſille—he lakes a conſort —Nizam-el-m»!k 
made Vezir, endeavors to introduce, but in vain, a reform at cour.— The Em. 
frror to rid h\molf of Nizam-el-mult's gravity, gives him the government of 
G? djrat—A girl called C;3ki becomes a female Miniſter, rallies at the Emperor: 
effeminacy and diſorders at Co1rt— Supin»neſs of the Emperor —A war under hand 
betrween the Epe ror one fide, and Nizam-el-mulk, his deputy, on the other 
the latter defeats Mubariz-qhan, aul ſls Nuzurs of 'Congratulation to 
Court, as if the Taperial arms had been Victorious—Tbe late Vezir Abdollah- 
han, poiſoned—S:r-b8I:n4-qhan appointed General from court, beats Nizan- 


eLmull's troops, and tureſts the G3djrat out of his hands—the Marhattas 


froerely handt:4 by Neljmeddin-ally-qhan, Lieutenant 1 Ser-b81end-qhan.— 


imme nſe acquiſitions of 512 favorites, reſumed —!he vitorious Ser-b8lend-qhan, 


wegle-d and ſuperſede1—be beats his rival, the Gentoo, Prince, and then: goes 
to vifit him alone—the Marhattas, excited by Nizam-el-mulk, make conqueſts 
in Hindoſtan—Malva vigoro fly defended by its governor —the Marbattas conquer 


 bothG3iajrat and Mitoa —Caim-qhun-heroicatly reſtues dus father-Mahmed-qb1n 
 Brngaſh from eminent danger —ſodition at Dabli on acro1nt of aHadji murdered 


by Gentoos—the Mahrattas contiuue their radages—an in ſictious flench pervades 


all H inceflan—a froere froft at Debli, where the river freezes=—rifficulous expe 
dition againſt the Marhattas.—terribl fam of thirty Burt in Debli and in 


ncighborrtood —fagitions . enormity | of | Adjadj$z  Zeminderr of Gortels 3010 15 
puniſbed. introduction to, the revolu!ions of Bengal —arigin aud riſe of Ally: 


_ verdi-qhan's fumily—reduced to the utmoſt miſery, he hardly finds money to repait 
to Shudja-ghan's court in $roſſa, where he is employed,” und where he approved 


bimſelf a good Officer, a good Soldier, and a good financier —Djafer-ghan, Co. 


. vernor of Bengal, thiuks of procuring his patent lo his 07n grand ſon, Ser-Efraz- 


bun ut is ſupplanted by his ſon-in-lawShudjab-qhan—Ser-Efraz-qhan ſubmits 
| : | 10 


W MD n AH Z MN. 


ro his fat hr-—excellent' charafter- of Shudjab-qhan—5e promotes All- verdi 


relations to offices in ſtate—Alli-verdi-qhan appointed Viceroy of Arimabad, 


_ adopts his ozon Nephew and grand ſon, Mirza-mehmed, alias 5. -radj-ed-di8la— | 
His excellent conduft in his Government—an expedition againft the Marhattas | 


- by both the Vezir and Ihando8ran, who prove defeRive both in courage and 
in talents-—Saallet-qhan alone, ſucceſsful againſt the Marhattas—bhis ardor damp- 
ed by. the Jealouſy of the tzvo Imperial Generals. —The Markattas avail them- 
Alves of this ſuſpence to turn the rear of the Imperialifts, and to Plunder the 


_ ſuburbs of the' capittl—the Emperor with his. whole Council conſents to pay 4 


tribute tothe Marhattas—Szif-qhan, an old Partiſan of the two brothers, turn- 


ed out of his Djaghir and ſſain ruin of the town of Dian: ſita.— affecting deſe- 


cription of it—tremendous EY, in the 2 by which heaven Signifies-its wrath. 


R LITTLE after this ceremony Abdol- F qhan, viceroy of 1 


<2 A - 


who had fer out early with his ſon. Zekariah- qhan, his General and Deputy 
Aghyt- -qhan, an and ſome other Noble perſonages, but could not arrive in time, 
was admitted to the honour of paying his obeiſance, and diſtinguiſhed by a 
dreſs of honor, a circlet of jewells, a poniard and ſeveral other noble preſents. 
Zeckariah- -qhan had his grade raiſed by a thouſand horſes, and now his com- 
mand became of full five thouſand. Radja Djehi-ſing „and Radja Gurd- hur, 
not being arrived in time, were on the commencement of Sefer admitred to the 
happineſs of kid. ng the ground of the Imperial preſence, and they were tran; 


qillzied with a remiſſion of their tranſgreſſions and paſt errors. An order was 1. 


ſued a lutle after to put in force the capitation- tax upon the Gentoos; but it was 


remitted on an elegant apology which Djehi-ſing made for them. Nizam: el - 


mulk's petition, congratulatin g the Eid pero on his victory, and wiſhing him a 


length of days and 2 proſperons reign, was honoured with a glance of the Im- 
perial eye; as did another ſupplique from Moorſhood-cooly-qhan, Viceroy of 


Bengal, which was fraught” with congratulations on the victory, and a pray 


er for length of days and dominion; it announced likewiſe the arrival 
of che Revenue from that province, wich another large ſum by way of 


Nazur. Honors and dignities were beſtowed that day on a number of 
L 1 nobles: 


S 
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nobles: Haider-c8ly-qhan was decorated with the title of (tft). Mues. d. 
d68lah, over and above that of Naflyr-djung which he had already, as was 


Zafer-qhan with that of Roſhan-ed-d68lah. The ſuperintendence of the 


body. guards was conferred on Saadet-qhan; and Zeckariah · han received the 


government of Caſhmir in lieu of Ynaiet-ollah-qhan, diſmiſſed. But on 


a Tueſday, being the twenty-ſecond of the firſt Reby, the Emperor being 


gone out with a hunting party, an harcarg meſſenger informed him that his 
Vezir Mahmed-aamin-qhan, had been ſeized with ſo ſudden and ſo excru- 
ciating a pain in his bowels, as would deprive him of the honor of holding 
the Imperial ſtirrup. The next day his diſtemper increaſing in violence, a to- 
| tal alteration was perceived in that miniſter's perſon; and his Cholic aug- 
menting from moment to moment, roſe to ſuch a heighth, that the remedies of 
phyſicians and ſkilful men produced no effect: a terrible vomiting took place, 
and he threw towards nothingneſs che garment of his exiſtence; 1 in fo much 
that on the twenty-ninth of that ſame month he departed towards the regions 
of eternity, after a ſhort lived miniſtry. of three months and twenty-two days. 
His eſtate, mightily ſwollen by his confiſcation of Hoſlein-aaly-qhan' s for- 
tune, and the ſeiſure of his baggage, and by ſeveral ſavings and benefits, 


was ſo amazingly great as to be reckoned only by corors, and yet it was 
left entirely to his heirs; but by his death the people of God were releaſed 


from the oppreſſion they were likely to ſuffer. They ſay that intending to 
enlarge his palace, and to encloſe more ground within its yard, he with a 
ſingle command of his had diſpoſſeſſed ſeven hundred houſe-keepers of his 
neighbourhood (152), who all quitted their homes and delivered their keys 
to his den ; Nevertheleſs after his death all theſe were returned to their 


— 


0 51) Mutez-ed- dog la, ſignifies the honoured of the Empire, as Naſſyr-djung ſignifies, the ſuccourer in battles 


(152) This to an European ear cannot ſound but very harſh; bet it is not ſo with an Indian, who knows that 
nothing is more com noa than to built ſmall thatcked tenements on rented grounds, where it is always explain- 
ed, and as often ſubunderſtood, that the Land-Lord at ſo many days warning can recover his land; ſometimes 
the term is fixed, oftener it is indefinite. And ſuch things happen every day in great towns; nor would the 
author himſelf have been ſcandaliſed at all, had he not conceived as much antipathy againſt that miniſter, as 
that miniſter had conceived againſt the Seyds, of which tribe the author himſelf, was a moſt bigotted member. 


owners 
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owners a Camer-· eddin - qhan his ſon, who on his being acknowledged bis 
heir, tenqunced the invidious acquiſition, and exchanged it for the applauſe 


223 


The Vezir 


Mahmed-aamin 


of mankind and che bleſſing of God. It is on ſuch an occaſion that 


one may obſerve of Mahmed-ſhah, who was generally taxed with tena- - 
city and parſimony, that he does not appear to have really had ſuch a 
character, fince on Mahmed - aamin· han $ demiſe, che imperial treaſury 
was pretty much drained; for the mighty ſums drawn from all parts of the 
Empire by the two brother Sëids having been very much thinned by their 
immenſe levies and preparatives, the Emperor had been very little benefitted 
by what remained in their coffers, the whole having been made away by the 


pillagers of the army and by tis own generals; ſo that the ornaments of 


gold and ſilver which decorated the public and private halls of audience, 
and which in thoſe days of calamity had been torn away and turned into ſtam- 
ped coin, remained unreplaced to that day; and the halls themſelves with 
che other apartments, wanted a thorough repair immediately : neverthe- 
lefs when the liſt of the deceaſed miniſter's property came to be pre- 
ſented | to the Emperors (and it amounted to ſeveral corors, reckon- 


ing anly the gold, filver, gets and precious ſtuffs;) he payed no atten- 


tion to it, and ordered the whole to be left to the natural heirs; and yet 


it was an eſtabliſhed cuſtom with all the Emperors of the Babrian family, 
may, with all thoſe of the Timurian race (153), to take poſſeſſion of the ef- 


ſtates and wealth of their deceaſed miniſters and ſervants, to the exclu- 


fion of the natural heirs; to whom they were pleaſed to vouchſafe as a. 


favour fuch a ſhare as they 1 0 58 they deſerved, or it was their e 


n 
ä 
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(153) This remark of our ee as well as the laſt is to he underſtood with a Gran Salis. What if 
the Emperors of the Babrian family. ſhould have promoted their houſehold- ſlaves to the higheſt poſts of the 
ſtate? And what, if the confiſcation being always expected, thoſe ſlaves become miniſters of ſtate, always took 
care of their families before hand? and what, if theſe families, ſenfible of the approaching ſtorm, always ma 
naged ſo, as that the imperial officers ſhould not find at home, but ſo much as had been left there on purpoſe? 
Nor are all theſe many ſuppoſitions wholly groundleſs: they are no more than what the author himſelf 
unn .. 3 9 n iich. 


1 


The Empe» 


ror refuſes to 


acceptthe rever- 


ſion of his eſtate. 


| 
| 


to allow. But indeed it was ſuch a cuſtom, and ſuch a law; as no man, 
ſerved them his whole life at the expenſe of his ſweat and blood; nay, 


the beſt of his days, and-even the whole of them, in toiling and undergo- 


papers and ſuch reports for the future. After having been ſo much taken up 


| ſhocking, but of as intereſting a nature. 


T HE AS E IIR 


no religion, no juſtice could approve” or admit. That a man after having 


after having loſt his life at their feet and in their cauſe; after! having ſpent 


ing every hardſhip to execute their commands; that ſuch a man fhould af. 
ter his: death, have all his laborious ſavings carried away and: confiſcated; 
and ſhould leave his children, conſorts, heits, dependants and friends, en. 
groſſed by the thoughts of an approaching diſtreſs, and mueh more ſolici- 
tous how to ſubſiſt the next day, than how to lament his death: is ſo atro- 
cious an injuſtice as will revolt the moſt ignorant mind. It was obſerved of 
Aazem-ſhah, that with ſo many precedents before his eyes, he was the firſt of 
that race, who totally abandoned that cuſtom, and even expreſſed a-deteſta- 
tion of it. One of his richeſt miniſters being deceaſed, a liſt or eſtimate was, 
according to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, preſented to him of his eſtate, which in 
jewels and money alone amounted to an immenſe ſum: The Emperor ſeemed 


ſhocked at the fight of the paper, turned his head from it, with ſtrong marks 
of emotion, expreſſed his deteſtation of both the cuſtom, and the reader, and 
forbade any one under pain of his indignation from preſenting to him tuck 


with wars and bloodſhed, our attention is diverted at once by ſome events leſs 


Oxe Mir-mahmed-hoſſein, a native of the holy city of Mcſh-hed-in Iran 
(154), who, for ought I know to che contrary, may have poſſibly been, as he 


pretended, a deſcendant of one of thoſe Seids called there Ruzuvies, (on 
whom be peace!) hearing of the extreme generoſity and unbounded muinifi- 
cence which ee eee Governor r of Cab8], uſed to, exerciſe 


— n — 
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1 66 54)- T8ſs is the name of that car it al of Qhoraſfan ; but as Shah-abbaſs; King of Perfia, built there a monu- 
ment for M8ſſa-Reza one of the twelve Imums or Pontifee, which monument is called Meſh-hed in Arabic, 
and this has in time become an object of Pilgrimage ;. hence the city itſelf is called Meſh-Led. It is the 
fourth in bigneſs and riches of all Perſia. 


towards 
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ert towards bis countrymen, the Frank ans, (gencrofty 7 ſpok en of — this Gay 
with adiniration and wonder), quitted his native city, in hopes of preferment, „4 — 
and a more liberal way of He, and came to Cabsl: as he was leutned in the cin ns 


Arabic and in Philoſophy as well as ſome othet branches of kowiedge, bis 
merit came ſoon to be ſpoken of, inſomuch that the ſon of Emir-qhan's 
' Moonſhy or ſecretary, having wiſhed to benefit by his inſtructions, very na- 
turally gave him ſome celebrity ; and thus the inſtruftor's name came often 
to be tnentioned with encomiums in Emir- qhan's preſence, who thereby be- 
came deſirous of ſeeing ſuchaman, and mentioned his name to Sahab-dji, his 
conſort, daughter of the late Aly-merdan-qhan (r 55): The reaſon of which 


mention was this: Sahab-dji had no children cf her own; and to conſole 


herſelf of ſuch a privation, ſne had adopted the daughter of a Seid who had 
long been in her buſband's fervice, which girl ſhe educated with a deal of 
care and ſolicitude. Her views were to marry her to ſome virtuous gentleman 
of her own country of Tran, whenever any ſuch ſhould: happen to come from 
thence : and it was agreed between kerſelf and her huſband, that whenever 
ether of te two ſhould diſcover any ſuch man, notice of the diſcovery ſhould 


be imparted to the other. Sahab- dji deſired her huſband to examine himſelf 


the matter; and that N eienr having ſent ſeveral times for the man, and 


weighed his worth i in the ſcales of keen penetration, he conceived, fuch an 


affection for his perſon, that he mentioned his name wich encomiums to his 


conſort. Sahab- di Ji pleaſed with this report, ordered prepariziv es to be made 


immediately for the wedding, and in a few days ſhe Letowed her daughter 
on that ſhrewd man; who by this event, was introduced i into Emir-qhan' 8 fa- 
mily, made acquaintances with the principal mea of his court, and got t0e- 


ther ſome money, and c even n obtained an office : : Forina few years after, the ſu- 


OO CY 
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[. 55) Kaly-mei Gan- qa, Gern r of Candil.ar under Sa -Ab. als, hav: ng ava.!'cd tim elf of his maſter's 
Wars againit the 1 urks, | to revolt, ga. e his perſon and for treſs to S'1ah-djchan, Emperor of India. Lie was im- 
meniely rich and reputed walter of the Philoſopli al ſtone: Aud ia fact, by making the can. of Dehli, and af. 


ſording water to a parebed tract. 06; echt mes in leagth tat has no ſufficiency . it, ue ſound it to all intent 
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of ſeveral; uf Emir-qbag's children born, fram ladies, different ta Sabab i 


miracle wang perſons; ſeled thein belief: Hady;aaly-qhan, enleſt ſon of E. 


| pr 's uſe, and that. of the principal Lords and Grandees of the court: with ſuch 


his reſolution, he ſet, out from, Cab$] and arrived at Labor, where. he learned 


„ T H E of N U It 


from, c of Each dere pn 0 his lde le Ex, 


His ambitipn being equal to his anifigial/tirn- of mind; he came at laſt 
to be conſidered as an, extraordinary, _perſonage, on whoſe: ſanQtity- and 


mir: qhan with ſame others, was of, the number z, and he eyen ſeemed! the 
molt, attached, to him. Emir han dying; ahout chis time, was received by 
the arms of divine mercy; and his conſorts and family repaired: to court; 
but Mir-mahmedthoſſein, attached by bis office to the city, of Cabdl, remain. 
echthere; ; and. after a certain time he prepared a quantity of eſſence of roſes of 
Piſhayer (156), as well as much role-water, and other perfumes for the Empe- 


a proyiſion he ſet out for the capital, in hopes of making hitaſelf known, to the, 
Emperor and puſhing, his fortune. at court. Having, confirmed himſelf in 


that the Emperor Agrengzib. was no more. His hopes of preferment on 
that fide being blaſted by that unexpected intelligence, he ſold his perfurnery 
in that very city at a high price, and baving, thereby acquired ſo large a ſum 
of money as ſixty or ſeventy thouſand. rupees, he thought i it ſufficient for the 
remainder of his life; and putting: on a-Fakir's garb, and a grave ſancti ĩed 
air, he conceived the deſign of ſetting: up a new religion of his own; and 
firſt of all he aſſociated to his miſſion that very ſecretary's ſon mentioned a- 
bove, in whom he had diſcovered much i ingenuity and many talents, He ob- 


ſerved to him, „ that ſhould they join, their talents together to contrive a neu 
« ſect, the conſequences of ſuch an undertaking, would prove of manifold 


— 
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(156) The roſes of P NY er a a city in Cabsl 8 g mowed for their quality all over India. The Alu os 
eff nce, which is prepared from them, that Is fi om Roſe- water by iſolation, | is 10 very precious, that when 
genuine, which is very ſeldom the caſe, it ſells at Dehli for three times its weight 1 in 'gold, and in Calcutta, when 
to be had, at five times its weht in gold. That which comes from Caſhmir is very nearly as dear ; aud even 

: Wat of Agra or 2 yet fox five or fix tmes its wei in ſalvers 
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« benefit to themſelves . Tit it would be neceſſary firſt of all to invent a 
140 new language; which might ſtrike by its ſingularity, and alſo enable them 

4 to receive revelations from above, and meſſages from heaven in a new ſet 
 « of expreſſions: that by riſing heir characters in that manner they would 
com to be accounted beings of amiddling nature and dignity between this 


prophtts and ihe Pomifs ſent in times of yore from heaven: that reveli- 


4 tions ſtandinig as proof of their miſſion, they might henceforward raiſe 
10 themſelves to ſo many honours; and te ſo much credit and power as would 
prove beyond conception; and that once they kad gained the admiration 
of the muſtitade, and the ſtaring of the vulgar, and had brought the” mob 


* always to throhg- about their perſons; the learned ones and tlie people of 


« neee to be ſwayed by the tmilticade's belief 

at laſt, and would believe thenifelves; and would be coming in crowds 

| <"ahtef chem; in which cafe their credit and influence over both, and over 
* both che high and io would know no bounds. “ whe? bs 


As the turm of both their minds was alike, the maſter's inſinuations hid | 


in the difciple's heart; and theſe two men joining cheir endexvouts together, 
invented a new language, eſtabliſhed its rules, wrote a book in it, full frajight 
with a number of ſtrange expreſſions, and odd imaginations of their own; and 
by correcting and mending the text alternately, they compledted' a treatiſe, 
which they called"Ato2d-Macaddefs (1 57), or the Holy Acoza. As the ma- 
ſter was not wirhout learning, he brought forwatds a number of words of an- 
cient Perſian, and many other expreſſions which ſeldom are heard of amongſt 
moderns, and having either tranſlated them or give en them a particular termi- 
nation, he ſprinkled them throughout his compoſitions which! he ire by lis 
put into verſes; he cloathed the whole in a new garb, and gave this his furagy, 
a very extraorcanary appearance: but his pretentions were ſtill more ſtrange, and 
toy are of fo: 120 e that it vis hay pode co give an icrelligible ac. 


Wer 
. 


157) 5 * may be an Antient Perſian ors but Mucadieſy which ge hay or Landed © 
them 
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count of them: in one word he pretended toa Becog kiꝭt or Beco8kitty, which 
novel word he explained by ſaying; ec that it was expreſſive of the middle dignity 
c and nature betwixt Prophecy and Pontifieacy; addingwithallthatall Prophets 
« had not been Beco8cs ; but that the laſt and: feal of Prophets had been both: 
tand moreover that the firſt Zeco86, ſimply ſpeaking, had been the Prince ef 
« the heirs, the King of Saints, chat is his Majeſty Saint · aaly theſon of Aab8-taalch: 
« that Imam-Reza had been the eighth, and that down to the Imam the eighth 
« and ſecurer, boch the Pontificate and Becõgkiẽty had been joined in one and 
tc the ſame perſon, until the two natures being ſplit aſſunder, Becõgkiẽty def 
* cended to himſelfi (Malimed Hoſſein) in one hand; and che pontificate 
44 to his Majeſty, che Imam Mahamed-taky on the other from whom it 
wh wouldbe continued to the Lord of Command (158), upon whom be peace! 
oy « and 1 Mukmed Hoſſein added he, am th: loft of the Beci8cs,” This manner of 
i N oified with the Becõgkiẽty, was chat which he uſed when in com- 


pany with the Imamians (4 59); but when he found himſelf amongſt the peo- 


ple of tradition and affembly.\160),. he commenced his account by the four fiſt 


Qhbalifs, and then added four perſons more of the Omaiah and Abbas families, 


(that is thoſe few amongſt them that had ſome (161) little good in their com- 
poſitions and were diſtinguiſt ed fiom their kindred by æ better character 
than the reſt); aſter which he. reckoned himſelf the ninth Beco8 c. Andi af. 
ter ſuch an account he uſed to lay ; Gentlemen, T have no buſineſs with any man 


Reli gion: but Tam come, like a blazing flumbeau to. illuminate h nation, and eue- 


— 


(158) Imam-Mendi is the ai (all this is ac cor ding to the Shy ah doctrine) and die is to reſſuſcite 4 
the end of the world to convert all mankiud to the true fa th, Lat is, to they 2hs-tenets. 


re 59) The Shyahs ſtyle themſelves Immanies or W from their admiring pay twelve rau, and allo 
M8mminins, ſrom their bevaig trur behevers- 444 I 


(160) 1 his is the tranſlate of the words Ahl. 1 The ſunnies are G4 by the Sue from their 


admitting a body of traditions, and from their pr 4% ing in congreb . liods as much us they can, in'op; -ofitioa 
of the Shyabs,. who adin.t no. trait: ons, and ptay ſingly. 


(16 1) None but a cankered Shyah co...d..peak ſo. The Emperors of thoſe two e have been not only 
ei e greateſt conquerors,. but allo the:greateit enen. of letzer s,. the Arabs ever had. And as to che Fatemite Q- 
lifs, or Emper rs deſcended ſrom Hoſſein and of courſe Se. ds, hiſtory informs as that they vere as bid 2s the 
ver / worſe of the two families above ;. nor. is that Alleria _—_ If, what wh lee 9 By of thoſe F an 
butchers, call.d the Emperors of Morocco, as EC FP 


ry 


e r AE N 


wy My charafter erin elne Bree nature, for I am the ninth Beco8c 
coho 13 to be the 2 and laft of the Becis bie, and to wvhom it has been recom- 
commented to write a book, to invite all nations to his belief, and to promi gate the 
rites of that new lato, the intent thereof is to renew and to refreſh ſome cuſtoms 
ond particular tenets: ſo that I am myſelf under the immediate influence of inſpi- 
ration 11 above, and unkter an obli gation to Publ, iſh thoſe tenets Te in me "PI 


above. e 91560 


| aa having fer up ſuch pretentions, he uſed at ſume of thoſe ſolemn 


feſtivals of the Tamiſme,) celebrated by the illuſtrious Religioniſts (162), 


and held in veneration by the Mohommedans,) to aſſemble his followers, whom 
he called his Ferb8ds, to whom he then expoſed his precepts, and with whom 


he celebrated certain anniverſaries he had ſet up; and as it is written in the 


Meäſir-nébévi (1 63), that the revelations that deſcended upon the Prophets, | 


were of two ſorts; this man to acquire the merit of a reſemblance, uſed to 
ay, that he was in the ſame predicament; at one time receiving the inſpira- 
tion in ſach a manner, as that there appeared in heaven a luminous globe or 
diſcus, not unlike the ſun, in which the words he was to ſay appeared de- 
lineated, and that at laſt the luminous diſcus having ſurrounded him with 
lights, deprived him of his ſenſes: in which ſtate Ke was fo pained by 
its preſence, and he ſuffered ſo much from its operation, that he firmly be- 
lieved no other man would be able to endure the like: that at another 
time the revelation would manifeſt itſef by a voice that pronounced thoſe 


ndiculous Wyn words of his 0 1645 en. nomg d. bd. it: words which 


59 tes — — 


— — — —ÜwVMDE—?—M—ñ — —ę— 
—— — 
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(0.562) Iſlam is the name which the Mahometans give to their religion, 2s heing no other than that pract ſed 
by Abraham or Hibrahim, and astranſmitted to the Arabs, his poſterity, by Iſmail his eldeſt ſon. They ſtyle 
themſelves Dindzrs or Religioniſts in oppoſition to th: Gabres or Parſis, and to the Hindss whom they are 
pleaſed toſuppoſe deſtitute of re ligion. 


(163) Me. fen bei traces of the prophet. It is a 454505 book containing an hiſtorical account of ore 
'Mct's expeditions, and of his ſayings, cuſtoms &c. , 


(164) Theſe. words . form no ſenſe, and bear ag benen. but at any rate they mighs be rrandlated by 
be words: Concealed, Ws an was. : 
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he immediately would mouth out to his followers. The edt had\inftituted 
were no leſs ſingular: His Ferb8ds i in their. aſſemblies, after having ſaluted each 
other, as it is cuſtomary amongſt Muſſulmen, by the word Selam- aaleikum 
(165), uſed to add in a lower tone of voice, the ſacred words of their ſect: 

The day in which he ſaid the revelation 
had deſcended upon him for the firſt time, he had denominated the day 
luminous; and he on the anniverſary of it, uſed to, aſſemble a multitude of 
people, to whom he diſtributed a perfume of Amber with which they rub- 
bed each others faces, after which they ſung and made.rcjoicings; and when 
they were heated. with theſe preparatives, he uſed to diſplay two ſtandards, 
and putting upon his head a cap not unlike that uſed by the Armenians (166), 
but a little loftier, he marched at the head of his Ferb8ds towards thoſe moun- 

- tains about Lahor, where there are to be ſeen thoſe antient buildings of Di- 
vel-Rani's, which go by the name of the Divel-baqhtiari's quarters: this jour- 
ney he always performed in the night time. He reported that he had receiy- 


his firſt revelation in a ſpot like the cavern. of Herra (167); and he uſed 


to wit: Qhyf/han-nom8d-98 dit. 


to faſt the ſix days that preceded his rejoicings for the anniverſary, of the 


luminous day, in which ſix days be remained ſilent - AS it was in this manner, 
he ſaid, that he recollected any other anniyerfary or day that had eſcaped. 


his memory, for which he would order a congregation of his followers to 


be held accordinoly. 


— 
— 2 
* 


(165) The words Selam- alete, and in the plural Selam aaleitum, ſigniy in Arabic, Sears be to the or to ye, and 
15 the ſalutation which all comers owe to other Muſulmen, and which they anſw er by the words Haleitum- cſſlum 
This ſalutation is never uſed for, nor by any, but Muſulmen. As for the Shyas it is 


and to ye ah be peace. 
thoſe fitting that ſalute alt comers with the words Slam-dalel kum. 


166 If it was loftier than the cap uſed by the Armenians a at Calcutta, it muſt have bean of more than twenty 
inches in heigth. This cap is of ſtiffened v.lvet and has been ſet up in India by the Armenians for themſelves : 
for in Iran or Perſia they wear it a great deal lower, but both reſemble a Roman Pricfh's four cornered cap* 


167 The cavern of Herra, whors the Prophet- ud to retire is a receſs in the rock near Mecca, inſt big 
It is of blue and white granite; and incredible as it is, this ſtone al- 
though a gra:.ite, has been in the courſe of twelve centuries ſo much touched by the hands of the Pilg: ims, 


that the place Where the meſſengerꝰs head did touch the roof, by being . rubbed has now an 1 


enough to receive three or four men. 


* two or three inches in e 


OVER 


M Ur AGH E RAIN. 
ulman 


middle, his Ferb8ds forming round him four ranks in a perfect ſquare, 


like che four walls of a houſe, each rank ſtanding with the face to the 
quarter, of the horiſon, then in front; and each of them, at one and the 
ſame time, after having pronounced the new fangled words he had learned 
from his maſter, inclined his head very low, and turned his body to his 


left fide, in ſuch a manner as chat thoſe fronting the North, ſhould turn to 
the north-weſt 3 and thoſe fronting the Welt, to the ſouth- weſt; and thoſe 
fronting the ſouth, ſhould turn to the Eaſt; and thoſe fronting the Eaſt, to 
the North: after having in this manner exchanged places, they caſt their 
eyes upon the ground, after which raiſing their heads upwards, they loo- 
ked at the Heavens, and repeated at each time thoſe particular words of 
their's. After theſe ſix evolutions the congregation, or as they termed it, the 


Did, was over, at which time he affembled a circle about his perſon and 


n.. 


* (168) At this rate, theſe people muſt have very nearly excluded themſelves from ſociety; for as the five-ſtated 
times of the Mahometan law. cannot, if performed with due compoſure, take up leſs than two hours and a half; 


and their own three new itated tines of prayer take-up (and I have ſeen ſome of them at the Cadem-reſl$1 of 


Moorſhogdabad) at leaſt an hour and a half! it follows that theſe people loſt full four hours out of the twelve 
of the day : and indeed the five ſtated prayers conſiſt altogetherof thirty four Recaats or couples of chapters of 
the Coran (and theſe either are of divine or of ecclefiaſtical precept or of both,) to which muſt be added the Ni- 
Jet, the Attayat, the Viter-valjeb, with ſome other legal prayers, beſides one's own particular prayers or requeſts 
and beſides an infinity of geuu- flections, inclinations, and proſternations. 


(469). This is a very obſcure article of hiſtory. After Mahomet's demiſe, the Arabian Generals having had 
Violent,. diſputes about giving him'a ſucceſſor, they all went to Fatemah, daughter to the meſſenger, for the 
purpoſe of inquiring of her, whether before his death he had not dropped any hint to that purpoſe ; and Fate. 
mai having, as was very natural, given an anſwer favorable to her own huſband, Aly, couſin to Mahomet, 
Oſmani who became impatient, and did not know of her being ſo near, pu hed the door violently in order to 
enter, and it unfortunately ſtruck Fatemah, who miſcarried the next day of a male child, to which his mother 


had already given the name of Mobſen or beneficent. It was this Mohſen that Quyfſhan-nomꝭd pretended 
be. 1 


M m 2 would 


oOvxs and above the five ſtated times of pra yer that are of divine obli- 
gation. every day, he aſſembled his Ferbgds three times more, for the 
ſame purpoſe (168); and his times were firſt, at ſun riſing after the Muſ- 
in morning: prayer; ſecondly at full Noon, when the fun is in the 
middle of Heaven thirdly, at fun ſet, when the horiſon obne ves ſtill 
ſome redneſs towards the weſt. The rites of theſe his new fangled afſem- 
blies were theſe: himſelf, or his ſucceſſor, or repreſentative, ſtood in the 
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would ſay: I an that beneficent being (good God, what a'blaſ] phemy)! har 
dropped i in the crorla {169) Tohen the younger Fatemah, on whom be peace ! ſuf- 
fered an abortion. He had ſome other blaſ phemies and impieties in his 
mouth beſides, which I do not remember poſitively ; But what J know is 
from what I have collected myſelf immediately from his two ſons Sha 
Feghar-ollah, and Shah-did, with whom TI have converſed ſeveral times, as well 
as with his principal followers, when I went firſt to Shah-djehan-abad, which 
was about the end of Mahmed-ſhah's reign, and the beginning of Ahmed- 
ſhah's. This Impoſtor had appointed four ſucceſſors to himſelf in imita- 
tion of the four Qhalifs, ſo famous in the Mohammedan Hiſtory. The firſt 
of thoſe was Narſhid, that confidant of his, for whom he had coined in his 
new fangled-language the new name of Vedji-bar; the ſecond, was Mir- 
Bakyr, ſon-in-law to Emir-qhan : there were two more for whom 'he coined 
out the two names of Nom8dd-ollah, and Nom8da-nom8d: and in the 
ſame manner he impoſed new names to his children and to his followers, all 
of which were drawn from his new-invented language: for whoever pre- 
ſented himſelf for admiſſion, was ſure to receive a new name, which he 
called a ſign ; nor was admittance given on any other terms. He had three 
ſons, to the firſt of whom he gave the name or ſign of Nema-nom8d; to the 
ſecond, that of Feghar ; to the third, that of Did. His two daughters were 
called Nemana the elder, and Nemana the younger; and to his relations 
from his wife's fide, ( whoſe name he changed into that of Hac-nema) , be 
gave the names of Nema-yar, Nong d. yar, and Fer noms d. To his ſon Fg bar 
he gave a ſecond name, to wit that of Nomi did (170), and ſo of others. 


In ſhort that worthleſs lyar quitting Lahor, his reſidence, came ſometimes 


——ꝓ— — 


— 


(170) It would be to no purpoſe to endeavor to gratify the reader's curioſity about the real fignificaticn of thoſe 
names Poſſibly they had one in the ancient Perſian language. In the modern one, Vedji-bar and Feohar wou'd 
have none, a'though #t any rate the others, might be aſſimilated to ſomething. Nomsda-nom8d, as well as 


Nemi-nom$d might ſignifiy mne Abe. U ing Jock — apeared: ſauu. Nemana is the feminine 
f News or oi Nod. 


acer 


M Ur ACO HER ITN. 


* 


aſter to Shah - djehan- abad, where he took up his abode; and as Bahadyr- 


ſhah reſided at a diſtance in the former City, his circle of Idiots increaſ- 
ed daily; fo that he drew to his net every ignorant ſot whom he could bring 
within his reach. As he had provided wherewith to ſubſiſt, he made a 
parade of his deſintereſtedneſs, nor ever would aſk. or accept any ching; in ſo 
much that the multitude amazed and mightily pleaſed to find he ſubſiſted by 
ſach inviſible ns gave him the more credit for what he ſaid of himſelf, 
and they did not underſtand. Little by little his followers ſwelled into ſuch 
numbers, and thoſe numbers proved ſo zealous in alluring others to the ner, 
that at laſt, they formed a mighty multitude. Bahadyr-ſhah dying about this 
time, there aroſe diviſions amongſt the Princes of che blood, which occaſio- 
ned diflentions in every city and every town; ſo that the impoſtor availng 
himſelf of che opportunity, ſpread his net the wider; and now growing bold 
and daring, he dropped the veil entirely, brought forth his new book and 
new language to the light of broad-day, gave himſelf in ſpectacle to the ſtaring 
multitude, and fearleſly exchanged the obſcurity of his proceedings and 
aſſemblies for the broad Sun-ſhine of. publicity. His {kill in argumentation, 
rendered him a fo! midable adverſary ; ſo that whenever any. one amongſt the 
gaping multitude attem pted at any time fo raiſe objections againſt either his pre- 


tentions or tenets, he was ſoon. outwitted and overmatched by his antagoniſt, 


who never failed to overpawer his man, over whom he always had the ad- 


vantage of more expertneſs at controverſies, and a greater knack at ſyllogiſms 
and ſophiſins; hence the multitude - confounded at what they were ſeeing 
and- hearing, flocked to him in ſhoals ; and this was the caſe during all 
thoſe diſſentions that ended by bringing Feroh- fy ur, to-the throne, a Prince 
_ exceedingly idiotic and i ignorant himſelf, whilſt his two miniſters, eternally bu- 


ſy upon matters of their own, minded nothing elſe: Hoffcin-aaly-qhan being 


moſtly engaged j in wars and expeditions; and the other brother, Abdol- - 


lah- "quan , being eternally engroſſed by his pleaſures and his inſatiable love for 
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women; unleſs indeed his attention was now and then awakened by the Em. 
peror's machinations againſt him, at which time he had too much buſineſs 
of his own upon his hands, to think of the impoſtures and lies of that worth- 

| Tefs man. The new ſect therefore continued to ſpread ; and Haddy-qhan, fon 
to Emir-qhan, and a man of the firſt rank and diſtinction, became one amongſt 
many others of that impoſtor's converts: and his converſion produced ſo 
impoſing an effect, hat the mob took the belief and fincerity of ſuch great 
men to be an unanſwerable argument for yielding implicitly their own ac- 
quieſcence, and even for going a little farther. But that noble Lord's attach- 


ment, as well as that of ſome others, fullas ignorant, whimſical and fanatick as 
himſelf, added ſo much ſplendor and credit to that impoſtor's perſon, that in 
a little time he came to count five and twenty thouſand men in his aſſemblies 


W Jain: at one time. The Emperor Feroh- ſyur himſelf, inſtigated by ſome of his 


3 Lords, men loſt to all religion, went once to ſee that impoſtor. It was in the 


| night time, and as it were by ſtealth and incognito, being accompanied only 
by ſome eunuchs, without any retinue and without imparting his deſign to 

any others. The impoſter Nom84d having got notice ef a viſit from a Prince 

| | equally idiot and ignorant, had the aſſurance and craftineſs to ſhut up the 
avor of his own room trom within, and to make difficulty to open it, whilſt 
| the Emperor deſcended to entreaties and ſupplications, and was ſupported by 
the impoſtor's children and diſciples, who redoubled their importunities. At 
laſt he was prevailed upon to open the door. The Emperor on ſeeing him, in- 
clined his body, made a bow, and went forwards, Nom8d drawing out a ſtag's 
hide, ſpread it for the Prince and ſaid: here is what will do both for kings 

| and begvars : chuſe which you pleaſe. Feroh-ſyur, who was narrow-minded 
| and had none but homely conceptions, charmed with his reſignation and po- 
verty, conceived from thence a higher opinion of the man's ſanctity; and at 
bis departure, he preſ-nted him with a bag containing a thouſand rupees and 
Eſhreffies mixed, and with a quilted carpet or mimber. The man refuſed 
them 


NM UT. AA HE RI N. 


dem boch nor was it but alter a thouſand refuſals, that he could be prevail- 
ed upon to compliment the Prince with a Coran of his own writing, for which 
he deducted ſeventy rupees out of the bag for his own. pains (this being his 


ſtated price for Corans of his on writing) and returned the reſt. The Prince 
having ſtood up out of relpect to receive the Coran, carried it to his fore head 
and making his bow, be returned home. Nomgd, without reconducting the 
Prince, came out of the room, and finding the bag and money on the ground 
he ordered the whole af it to bediſtributed immediately to his ſtarers· at: an 
affected piece of ſelf-· denial by which he raiſed his character ſo high in their opi- 


nion, that nothing henceforward could ſhake it; fo that it became of a ſolidity 


not to be reaſoned againſt ; whilſt ſo much eclat rendered the man intrepid and a 


bove all conſideration. He now thought it beneath his dignity to make a ſecret 


of the feſtivals and faſts which he had appointed; nor had he the leaſt ſcru- 
ple about diſplaying full open his ſtandard within the city, and marching in 
ſtate to his rendezvous; and this he always did at the head of multitudes of 
his diſciples, with whom he reſolutely croſſed the whole city in parade, 
without either fear or. precaution : ſo far was he from it, that after having 
performed there thoſe ridiculous rites of his, he uſed to return in triumph a- 


mongſt vaſt crowds of his followers, who repeated in a loud ſinging tone of 


voice thoſe myſtical words which' he had trumped-up. i 
Tux reign of Feroh-ſyur being over, as well as the power and pines 
of the two brothers, the throne fell to the lot of Mabmed-ſhah, and the Vezir- 
ſhip to that of his favorite Mahmed-aamin-qhan whoſe miniſtry laſted only three 
or four months and ſome days. But that miniſter who died of execruciating 
Pains in his bowels, baving chanced ſome days before his death, to hear 
for the firſt time of chat impoſtor, he ordered ſome of the ſoldiers then ar his 
gate, to ſet out immediately and to ſeize and bring that Pimp away, (for fuch 
vas his expreſſion on. ihat occaſion ;) and-they had orders 40 kill him inſtant- 
ly, if he made the leaſt reſiſtance. As it-was already palt noon when the or- 
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friends, as you are come to a Fakir's houſe, partake of his fare for a chile, until 
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der was given, and the Vezir had diſmiſſed his people, there were but 
ſew men at the gate, and only part of thoſe went to the impoſtor's, where they 
ſignified the order thev had received. At chat moment Qhyfshan-Bom84 
(for ſo he ſtyled bimſelf,) was taking bis meal within his room; and hea- 
ring thec ſoldiers talk without, he loſt his wits, and remained ſtupified with 


fear. But having had time to recolle& .himleif, and being a mar. fertile in 
expedients, he ſent out Did his youngeſt ſon, who- was extremely handſome; 
and putting in his hands a few cakes ot mixed wheat and barley, with ſome 


diſhes of pulſe and greens, which: he had before him, he added this meſſage: 


he comes | himſelf.” The toldiers equally ſarprized and {truck with the ſin- 
gularity of che meſſage, and the beauty and tender age of the meſſenger, 
waited a While. In the mean while Mahmed-aamin-qhan: whoſe diſtem ier 
was a violent cholick, being actually ſeized with a paroxſym of his evil, 
the news in an inſtant ſpread every where; and teaching the ſoldiers, they 
all left Nom8d, and repaired to their quarters at their maſter's gate; being an- 
xious about the arrears due to them. The Vezir, who was actually attacked 
and over powe red by the worlt ſpecies of thar diſtemper—had loſt his ſenſes 
and was ſpeechleſs : but as ſoon as he could open his eyes, he aſked where 
was that man? It was. repreſented to him that his accident had ſo much affec- 
ted all his ſervants, that their attention had been entirely engroſſed by their maſ- 
ter's ſituation, on which account the ſeizing and bringing the man had ſuffered a 
{mall delay. The miniſter diſpleaſed wich the apology, ordered him to-bebrought 
without fail to-morrow mornings. But in the evening the- miniſter himſelf 
being ſeized with another violent fit of his diſtemper, ſeemed to be ſo near 
his end, that his life was deſpaired of; and Nomgd, who was thinking how 
to make his eſcape,” but to whom Haddi-aly-qhan and ſome others of his 
friends and followers, ' were, from moment to moment conveying intelligence 


of dic minilteris deſpa. red Nate, at once plucked- up courage; and ſending for 
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ing Miniſter, having been overcome by the fears of the old women of che ſera- 
glio, and by the apprehenſions of men as weak as the women themſelves, he 
ſent at day-break his own Divan with a bag of ſive thouſand rupees, to chat im- 
poſtor as an atonement for his father's miſbehaviour, and a price for ſome Amu- 
lets of his own writing, which were requeſted as a favour. The man who had 
already received a ſhort note with intelligence of the miniſter's death, now 
ſpreadintg his wings fall open, and taking a lofty ſoar, he was diſcourſing in a 
high tone of voice, and faying theſe very words. I have ſhot ſuch an arrow in- 
to that Pagan's heart as vill never let him recover: Nevertheleſs in imitation of my 
Anceſtor, 70ho was martyrized ina moſque / 169), I am come to receive martyrdom 

in this moſque, although, indeed, would he add after a pauſe, I cannot receive it 
fince I have been already martyrized once (an expreſſion by which he alluded to 
the abortion ſuffered by the younger Fatema.) He was yet ſpeaking, when 
Camer-eddiniqhan's Divan, came in, and layed the money at his feet, as a price 


for his writing a Taaviz or Amulet; adding at the ſame time an humble meſ- 


ige from the fon, expreffive of a hope that he would forgive Mahmed-aamin's 
tranſgreſſions, (for ſuch was his expreſſion.) The inſpired man's anſwer was 
that an arrow once ſhot, and a water once ſpoilt, could not come bach. This anſwer 
having produced a freſh effuſion of prayers and ſupplicatons, he turned towards 
his future ſucceſſor, and bid him write theſe Arabic words of the Coran; Me 


have ſent the Coran down for the benefit of the believers, nor is there in it any thing 
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(169) Aaly ſtrongly ſuſpected of having been under hand, the cauſe of Oſman, his predecefor's d ath, 
Was aſſaſſinnated by three of the deceaſed's followers, and this was in the Moſque of CS, called Nedjef by the 
Shyah, once the capital of the Arabian Empire, and now a ſmall town of the territory cf Bairah, known 
eal; by Aaly's ſepulhere, be 


„ Fer 


a munber of his followers who flocked in ſhoals to him, he gave temas hints 
of the Vezier's being at the agonies of death: an intelligence that * now 
brought to him explicitly. On this notice he came out of his houſe with a ſe- 
rene air of ſatisſaction, and took up bis ſeat in the moſque cloſe to his door; 
upon which his followers, and relations, and friends, immedia ely filled the 
moſque and ſtreet. But at this very time Camer-eddin qhan, ſon to the dy- 
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or tyrants but bofs and diſadvantage. The paper being written, he put it in the 
Divan's hands, and bade him carry it quickly, although added he, 7 for, 
it Twill avail nothing, as by the time thou ſhalt be arrived, the man vill already 

| have ceaſed to live. The Divan humbly inſiſted on his accepting the money, 
but he refuſed it conſtantly, ſaying, that for his part be would not ſo much as 
touch it; but that the poor people preſent might take it, if they pleaſed. Hardly 
had theſe words come out of his mouth, when thoſe Indian beggars, accuſtom- 
ed to aver-run a.whole. city for the ſake of a few pieces of copper, getting 
up at once, in a moment made away with the whole ſum. The Divan on 


—_— his return, heard by the way that the Vezir was gone to the place he had de- 
ſerved . and the intelligence being then publickly conveyed to Nom8dd, he 
1 | got up, diſmiſſed the congregation „and went home with an air of ſatisfac- 
=_ | tion and triumph. But mean while this miracle of his being rumoured abroad, 

| . and exaggerated all over che city, did not fail to produce a plentiful crop of 
ſots and idiots. | ; ; 

_ THREE years after this miracle, Nom8d himſelf with all * whimſies and 
artifices died, and was ſucceded by his eldeſt ſon Nema-nom8d ; who fell out 
with his brothers, and with ſeveral of his father's followers, on account of the 
ſhares of a family eſtate, which he had been preſented-with by his diſciple 
Hadiqhan, and which the father had aſſigned to Vedji-bar and to his other 

confidants, in his life time, as an acknowledgment for their faithful ſervices. 
Theſe diſputes did not pleaſe Vedji-2ar, who more than once, obſerved to 

Nema- nomsd, that he had better fit quiet and be ſilent, than to fall out with 
one, who by his age was not likely to be his gueſt many years longer. But 
as Nema-nom8d was already in his father's life time accuſtomed to bear a ſway, 

ot pen by am and to govera his 1 and . could not ſuſpe c that they could 7255 
| or change their notions of his ſon's importance, he payed no attention to Vechi 
bar's clamours: a conduct which could not fail to incenſe the latter, who thought 


himſelf equal to hi maſter in every artifice and every impoſture, and had more- 
% Fee 
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over, always acted as the other's right hand- man. Theſe diſſentions roſe ſo 
high, that when the congregation of Ferb8ds proved more numerous than 
uſual, he appeared in the middle of them and with a deal of deliberateneſs, 
he delivered himſelf in theſe words: Friends, ſaid he, do you know my hand 
writing from that of the late Nomo8d's. He was anſwered in the affirma- 
tive by numbers, who really knew both hands. Upon which he went 
into a cloſet and brought out from thence the flap of his cloak full of a 
quantity of writings, containing the rough draughts and original minutes 
of the law-book , Which the impoſtor had publiſhed. The text appeared 
evidently written by both hands alternately, with plenty of alterations, 
interlineations, in either hand, and plenty of exifiaies: Theſe being han- 
ded about for ſome time, amongſt the by-ſtanders, moſt of whom could 
readily diſtinguiſh one hand from the other, the man full ftanding add- 
ed theſe very words: Friends ! Let me tell you that this new religion and 
ſet have been contrived by Nom8d With your humble ſervant's aſſiftance, had 
it come from God, it would have come at one flroke (170), without needing ſo 
much eraſing, and ſo many alterations and . Theſe words ſtruck the 
whole aſſembly: the writings and evidence being acknowledged on all hands, 
many who had ſtill ſome common ſenſe left, ſmiled at their own credulity, 
and went away pretty much altered in their belief; and the matter being 
rumoured abroad, the deſertion increaſed, and thoſe mixed aſſemblies of 
impoſtors and idiots, and knaves and ſects were very much chinned. Ne- 
ma- nom Sd confounded at ſuch a reverſe, made up matters with Vedji bar; 
but it was too late: the matter had got abroad; and Nema-nom8d find- 


res 


(170) Were we to judge by ſuch a rule certain religion of very great pretentions in this world, and till 
greater ones in the other would have a great deal to loſe ; for that religion has been mak ing theſe fixteen hundred 
years, and that too fo early as twenty years after its birth, and it may be laid with truth that if all this making 


has been over theſe one hundred years paſt, it is barely and ſolely becauſe men after having cut each other's 
throats tor tiouſands of years about all tete makings, are now gruwn to cold and ſo indifferent about theſe 


matters, that were auy new making to be ſet up now, it would be re eived with contempt and deriſion. But 
there is another rel. gion in the world that may be ſaid with great truth to have come out of the nns of God at 
one i gle ſtroke I hat ſtrok is over now theſe twelve hundred years; nor has there the leaſt innovation been 
adiuitted in is tenets, rites aud Ceremonies, 2 all that Mas ſeries a ages 
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ing how matters went to wreck, retired to an eſtate in the D6ab, with which 
Hady-aaly-qhan had complimented the family; and it was there he took up 
his abode by ſtyling — e or Saint Feghar, ſucceſſor to o his 


. 


father's carpet. 
Tunis Shah:feghar or Saint Fephar was a man of a pleaſant aſpe&, and 


very ſenſible converſation ; nor was he deſtitute of learning; I, the poor man, 
knew both him and his brother Did, as well as Vedji-bar, as well as Mir- 
bakyr, who all became his ſueceſſors each in their turn. I have ſeen them all, 
known them all-perſonally, ſpoken often to them; and what has been delivered 
in theſe ſheets, are the reſult of either what I have heard from their mouths, 
or of what was ſaid by thoſe who converſed with them theſe many years paſt, 
Shah-feghar lived moſtly under Mahmed-ſhah; and he even ſaw ſome years 
of the beginning of Ahmed-ſhah's reign. This monarch, who, after Nadyr- 
ſhah's departure was obſerved often to amuſe himſelf with Fakirs and other 
religious perſons, had given him free acceſs to his perſon. But after chat Prin- 
ce's deceaſe, he found means to introduce himſelf to the Navvab D8javid- 
qhan, another inſpired perſonage, whoſe revelations called Djavidian-revelati- 
ons, ſeveral perſons out of flattery were collecting into one volume, in writing 
and arranging which Shah- feghar was aſſociated to ſome other correctors. Did, 
his younger brother: died about this time, and was in a few years followed by 
his elder, Shah- feghar: it was about the beginning of Mahmed- hab's reign. 
Moſt of his father's ſectators and admirers were already dead in Feghar's life 
time, and more had deſerted him fince that event; nor did there remain to 
him but ſome few idiots ſtupidly wedded to thoſe whimſies. After Shah-fe- 
ghar's deceaſe, and the ruin of Shah-djchan-abad, ſome of Nom8d's neareſt 
relations, like the remains of the tribes of Ad and Semood (171), taking 7 
diſlike to that ruined city, repaired to Bengal, where they were recommen- 


ded onda. ſome filly courtiers to Miren, fon to Ne ROD, who had af ' i 


(%) Two tribes curſed by the Prophet H8d or Heber, and who periſhed v in a ache which al 
med them under a tempeſt of ſand, ; 
ſumed 
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ſamed the Nizamet or government of FER province; and they were ſo well 
ſupported, that Miren complimented them with a ſpot of ground, fince cal- 


led, Cadem- reſſal, and a penſion of five rupees a day; but moſt of theſe 


people were already gone to hell, the place of their deſtination, in Mir-djaafer- 
qhan's life time; of which Prince J hope to ſpeak at large in the ſubſequent 
ſheets. Nor did any one remain of that worthleſs Impoſtor's race, that I 


know, except Nema-nom8d-yar, and ſome. of the Impoſtor's women, who 


are alive to this day: in the year 1194 of the Hedjra (173). So that the race 
of that worthleſs man was put an end-to, thanks to God; and we can now 
revert to our general hiſtory. 


 MAHMED-AAMIN-QHAN who * that his AED gained ground, 
was not ſatisfied with the denials and anſwers given him by his phyſicians, but 


abſolutely inſiſted upon ſome relief or ſome medicine; ſo that the Phyficians 
after conſulting together, agreed upon adminiſtering a clyſter; and as this reme 
dy, although repeatedly given, did not procure any relief, his excrements camꝰ 
out at his mouth, and he took his journey to the other world. They ſay, that he 
bore ſuch a cordial averſion to the deſcendants of the Prophet, and deteſted 
ſo violently thoſe particularly deſcended from the Prince of Juſts, that hearing 
by the way a man who ſung the words Aaly, the Saint of God, he ordered his 


tongue to be cut-off (1 74). And there is a common report that in imitation of 


(173) As our author is ſo careful in recording the beauty and the ſeveral deſcendants of that family, it will 


not be out of its place to give here a curious article of the ſecret Chronicle of Moorſhoodabad. So late as twelve 
years ago there uſed to come out of Cadem-refſ3l, in the middle of the night and under a variety of diſguiſes, a 
certain tall elegant figure, which ſsme ſuppoſed to be a miniſtring angel of that ſacred ſhrine, but which ſome 
others took to be a plain woman to all intents and purpoſes. If the latter, ſhe was as fanatical and as whimſical 
as her moſt whimſical anceſtor, but then ſhe appeared ſo exquiſitely beautiful as to warrant the opinion of thoſe 
who thought her ſome celeſtial being or Miffionary, ſent on purpoſe to give to afflicted mortals a fore-taſte of the 
Joys of Paradiſe. Throughout a tall body of the moſt ſcrupulous ſymetry, ſhe diſplayed under a ſatined ſkin of 
the moſt dazling white, ſuch a variety of blueiſh ramifications, as would have taught an ignorant the ſituation of 
an infinity of veins: all theſe being added to a melodious tone of voice the ſoftneſs of which affeRed, and to an 
enthuaſiaſm of paſſionate ſerfibility, which nothing conld equal, but that ingenious variety of ſecret arts, which 
none but a coleſtial being could have imported from heaven, formed an irrefragable argument that ſhe was ſore 
unaccountable being, or that beauty as well as contrivance were hereditary in that family. | 
(174) No man in his ſenſes who has been much in the inland parts of India, and has an idea of thoſe ſenti- 
ments of lenity and tolerance univerſally ſpread over all that continent, will give credit to ſo abſurd a ſtory ; but 
the author who hated the Vezir, and carries that hatred to the moſt childiſh credulity, when it is in queſtion of his 


man, has loſt all his credit by that ſtory and by the following, where the moſt bungling ti eachery and impoſture, 
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ſome pious perſons who ſpread a table of victuals, as an offering to the King 
of Braves, and humbly waiting for a token of his acceptance, are always ex- 
euſed; he ordered ſucha table to be ſpread on his own account with an inten- 
tion to give the matter a ridiculous turn: Now that ſuch a token is granted by 
his Majeſty, che King of Braves, to thoſe that have a ſincere faith (175); and 
chat it has been an infinity of times obſerved by thoufands of people, ſome of 
which were men of great ſenſe and knowledge as well as prone to incredulity, 
is univerſally known to all the world, and to my humble felf in particular, 
who have often offered ſuch an offering and as often obſerved a v | 
of acceptance, for which I return my reſpe&ful acknowledgements to- God 
Almighty. This the wretched miniſter could not bear to hear mentioned in his 
preſence ; and his avefſion to the Seids was fuch, that even His friends, ſer- 
vants and dependants, made no difficulty to call him a Moöaviih and a Yezid 
( 176), of which names he ſeemed to be ous He once aid that he — 


1 —_ _ * 
— 


(175) "Theſe ſigns of acceptance are al o nd (and the author may reſt aſſured of 1 to n who FX 
far from having a ſincere faith, are very ſlightly accoutred that way; for. thoſe ſigns, which conſiſt ſometimes in 
à voice heard diſtinctly, ſometimes in an impreſſion on the ſalt- ſellar, and oftner in a grain of rice or wheat drop- 
ping from the roof, have been ſeveral times granted and obſer ed within the tranſlator's family, in which there is 
a fanatical zealot of a woman, and alſo a Seidanee, that is, a daughter of a Seid; and it may be ſaid with truth 
that thoſe miracles, including alſo thoſe that never fail to happen at every Moharrem; cannot amount to leſs 
than to about ſix hundred yearly miracles performed m the ſingle city of Moorthoodabad, on an- average. 


(176) Yezid, of wh m fo much ill is ſaid here, was one of the greateſt Princes that ever reigned. His domi- 
nions extended from Bagdad tothe Ganges on one ſide, and on the other, they ſtretched over all Africa as far as 
Spain and the ſouthern provinces of France ! his troops hefieged Conſtantinople, and had infallib y taken it, had 
not the beſi-ged found a never · failing refource in the uſe of the Grecian fire, id eſt, gunpowder,Mvavi«b bis 

father was related to-Mahomet in the ſame degree as Aaly : they were both ſons to two bf the meſſenger's un- 
cles; but Mcaviah ated as his ſecretary- This M6aviah is the firſt; who after the three firſt ſucceſſors of Ma- 
homet's openly deſpiſed Aa y's pretenſions to the Qhalifat or Empire, although he admitted them as to the pri- 
vate property belonging to the meſſenger ; and Ally having wrote him a letter thereon, he anſwered it by a 
blank ſheet of paper, and warched againſt him at the Head of his troops, having turned Ofman's bloody ſh!rt in- 
to a main ſtandard fixed on the point of a ſpear : Now this Aaly was ſtrongly ſuſpe ted of Having been highly 
inſtrumental in the feventeen ſtabs. which Oſman received ; and what ſhews that this opinion was pretty well 
Founded, is, thatout of one hund ed and thirty four thouſund fighting men, which conſtituted the whole of the 
Mahumetan force on the MeTenger's demiſe, full eighty thouſand ſided with Moaviati. As. to Mahmed-aamin- 
qhan's being reproached by his ve y ſervants for his averfion to the Seids, the reaſon is, that there in the In- 
dias, as well as im all mobs whatever, a propenſity to theatrical ſhows ; and that people naturally inclined to 
merryneſs, but reſtrained the whole year round by the cuſtoms and laws, a-e very much-pleiſed to make them- 
ſelves ſome atonement by the fingings and the theatrical action of the Moharrem. Hence it is obſervable th-t 
in Bengal, religio confiſts in little elſe than in being circumciſed, faſting in the Ramazan abſtaining from u- 
als touched by uropeans, and above all, in dancing and ſinging: in the Moharrem: This _ article is become 

the main part of both the belief and practice of that country. 

himſelf 
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bimfelf to offer ſuch a table of victuals to thoſe two venerable perſo nag es of 


his, in hopes of obſerving their acceptance by ſome viſible ſign / in approbation 
of his attachment to them; and of giving ſome check likewiſe to thoſe blaſplie- 


mers that pretend to ſoar ſo high (197). And what he ſaid, he put in execution. 


The entertainment having been prepared in a retired apartment of ihe ſeraglio, 


himſelf with that broken conſtitution of his, made a ſhift to lump thither with a 
number of choice perſons, and to pronounce the Fatcha or benediction in the 
name of thoſe venerable perſonages of his; after which he went away, ſhutting 
up the door of that room, and putting the key of it in the hands of atruſty old 
woman of his whom he placed cloſe to it, as on the watch, with orders in an 
hour's time, to open the door, and to ſee what ſign had appeared, fo as to make 
her report to him, chat he might immediately repair thither with his courtiers, 
and conv ince the ineredulous. It happened that the woman was herſelf a Shyah 
in her heart, but that ſhe uſed to conceal her opinions and principles. After 
a full hour had elapſed, ſhe according to his inſtructions, opened the door, 
and {aw an ugly black dog ſitting quietly upon his hams, a taſting leiſure- 
iy of every plate, and licking his chops: Struck with the fight, ſhe ran to 
her maſter, and out of breath, ſcreamed out: Why, my Lord, ſhould you 


% wait for a fign? and what do you mean by ſeeing it? here he is come 


* hunſelf, and has honored your table with his prefence, and he is actually 
« rafting of every plate.” Malimed-aamin-qhan getting up with all thoſe 
preſent, repaired to the chamber, whilſt the old woman fearing for her life, 
funk away. The miniſter being arrived at che ſyot, ſaw with his own eyes, 
the dog feeding heartily and being incenſed beyond meaſure at the ſight, he 
wanted to put the old woman to death, but although every perquiſition was 


made, ſhe could not be fouud. He ſuſpected treachery and would bite his lips 


1 


(17%) Were the Sbyahs or Partiſ ins of Aaly c. ntented with rejec ny tos three H redeceſſore, as uſurpers, 


toy would be left to enjoy their own opinion; but they go much farther, ard lord thoſe venerable, men, all three - 


of wham had protected, ſheltered, and ſupported the Prophet, w ith curſes and bules; and kence they are 
called a or Blaſphemers. | 
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in the exceſs of his anger and reſentment; but without being able to wreck 


bus reſentment upon e 17 
place Mhich Was fit for Him. 2 9 T 4 10 Fe 


n this: 9 to * 
- Iris reported by people of the W that on Echic-dejentah being ap- 


| Sized eS/the erer sn ef Aim- abad; the Lords and Grandeesof the court, 


went out of the city to willy him a good journey, and to take their leave; but 
chat the late Naaniet- olläh-· qhan; ſon to Roh- ollah· qhan, being chen taken up 


with the mourning· ites and other cuſtoms uſual in the firſt ten days of Mo- 


harrem in commemoration of the Prince of Martyrs, Hoſſein, ſon of Aaly (on 
whom be peace!) came late, and he excuſed himſelf to Emir - djemlah, with ſay- 
ing ! (that he had been in mourning.” Mahmed-aamin-qhan, happened to be 
preſent at that viſit, and fat on one hand of Emir - djemlah, whilſt Naamet-ollah- 
qhan ſat on the other. On hearing the apology, Mahmed-aamin-qhan aſked 
whether-any perſon had died in his Lordſhip's palace? Naamet-ollah-qhan an- 
ſwered i in the negative; but added that his mourning was on account of the 


Prince of Martyrs. And pray, My Lord, replyed Mahmed- aamin-qhan, 


were not Hoſſein and Yezid younger ſons of the ſame holy family? and 


does it become us to mourn for the one, and to reject the other? “ the 
« younger ſon of the holy family, for us,” rejoined Naamet-ollah-qhan, ** has 
* been killed, and we mourn for him; whereas your younger ſon of the holy 
« family did gain the victory: do you then rejoice on his account.“ At 
theſe words, the converſation growing warm, they both laid their hands upon 
their poinards; when Emir-djemlah interpoſed and made up the matterr Af- 
ter. ſuch a digreſſion on that miniſter's turn of mind, we may now revert to 
public matters. | 
MABnMED-AMIN- QHAN being acciaied, che Emperor without making 
any new Vezir, appointed Y naiet-ollah-qhan, one of the old lords of Aoren- 
zib's court, to act as Deputy in chat high office, and he inveſted him in his 
new dignity with a rich dreſs of honor : at that moment his Majeſty's atten- 


bo, = | tion 
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bon was ſupplicated to the following port: that Nizam-el-miitk his faich- 
ful ſervant, after having put in order the airs of the government of Haider- 
| abid, was coming to the preſcnce, and had arrived as far as Feridapoor, 


where being informed of ants "exdited by ſome refractory Afghans 


of Bidjapoor, and by ſoine- rebellious Zemindars of the Carnatick, he had 
haſtened thither top an end to thoſe difturbances. A ſupplication was at the 
ſame time preſented from the Sahoo Radja with five hundred Efhrefhies, 
in congratulation bf his Imperial Majeſty's victory. The Emperor after li len- 
ing to this report, diſmiſſed Abdol-ſemed-qhan, governor of Lahor, to his 
government; whulſt Camer-eddin-qhart was inveſted with his father's title of 
vumad· ed dbulatyor truftworthy of the Empire; but Mu6z-edd6ulah-haider- 
edlyrqhan, the Vaillant, had his firname of Natyr-djung exchanged for that 
of F iroz-djung or Victorious in war. -Saadet-qhan was honored with the go- 
verninent-general' of Ecber-abad ; and Mahmed- qhan-bangaſh, who had 
deen promoted to the government of Ilah- abad, and had ſet out for it, 
having beer recalled again within the city on account of his ſetting-up ſome 
exceſſive demands ſor the lands ot his Djaghir, and for ſome other points, 
was reptimanded for bis artifice, taken into favor again, and appointed a 
ew. At the ſame time the Imperia Gazette from Haider- abad brought the 
following ſtrange news: that the feventh-of Sefer of the ſecond year of his 
Majeſty's reign, chere fell; out of ſeaſon, ſuch, an immenſe quantity of rain in 
the Country of Carnatick, that all the rivers, , reſervoirs. and pieces of water, 
had overflowed their bounds, ſubmerged the grounds to the diſtance of ten 
or twelve coſſes at the right and: left, and ſwept away and drowned an infinity 
of men and cattle, carrying away whole villages and towns, and levelling 
them with the ground. A mountain in the ſame? country had ſplit in two, 
cruſhed under its ruins a whole ton with all its inhabitants and cattle, and 
mined the whole country around. The Emperor after hearing that news, 
went a hunting, and took Aghyr-qhan the Turk with him, to whom he 


O o | ſpoke 


The Carna» 
tic ruined by 
water, 
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ſpoke Turkiſ during che whole hunting, taking care to ſheu him a deal of 
Kindneſs and good will ; three or four days after, the Emperor of his own 
motion, and without any one's mediation and interferenoę, added fifteen hun- 
dred horſes to his. grade and a thouſand. more to his command, making him 
at the ſame time a preſent of a Serpitch of jewel · work and of 4 kettle· drum; 
and a few days after, another thouſand was added to. his grade; and another to 
his effectual command; ſo tha: in a few days he was raiſed to the grade of 
four thouſand horſes, and to the real command of three thouſand. At the 
fame time time news came from Ecber:abad, that Dilir-qhan, Lieutenant to 
| Mahined-qhan-bangaſh, having ſome diſpuies about hid Maſter's Djaghir, 
with a Zemindar of the country of Bundil- cund, he had repaired thither with 
a body of two thouſand horſes, in order to examine the diſputed grounds by 
himſelf; but chat the conference having degenerated into a diſpute, and this 
ended in a battle, that officer had been ſlain, wich about eight hundred of his 
| men. On this intelligence, the Emperor ordered a, letter of conſolation with 
2 Qhylaat and Serpitch to be ſent to Mahmed-qhan-ban-gaſh's fon. 
Arx having interrupted our narrative by relating theſe little occurrences, 
we ſhall revert to the ſtream of our hiſtory. - The inhabitants of the province 


h 

; ol Adjmir and the city of Ahmed-abad:G8dgerat, being diſſatisfied with thier 

| 8 Governor, who was the Navvab Radja Djehi- ing, they ſent ſome of their 
1 body to complain of him at court. They found that the Radja, out of ha- 
4 tmreed to the two Seid brothers, and alſo out of | pattiality againſt the Muſ- 


ſelmen in general, with whom he was eternally at variance, had been guilty 

of various exceſſes. Theſe complaints having been found grounded, the 

cala. Radja loſt both his appointments, and Haider-c8ly-qhan- was appointed to 
the government-general- of che G8djerat, which was conferred upon him in 

the ampleſt manner, comprehending the Fojdary of all the diſtricts relieving 

of the Imperial Qhaliſſäh, together with the Divan-ſhip and:Controul-office, 

Es en e eee, I A REIT £4 -).- gn 


" 
0 % # 


„M UTA @ HE RI N. 


© all-which wers added che conimand and reecipts ef the city and port of 
Ssret· bender. (Surat) Cazem-qhan, one of the Maiiſobdars of the province of 
Godjerat, wasappointed-/Naib-{8bah; or Lieutenant-governor, with three thouſ- 
and horſes added to his grade, andtwo thouſand to his command, moreover he 
was decorated with the fir-name of 'Shudjaat-qhan, and with 4 ſtafidard 
and a Nagara (179), as was his brother Mooneza-c8ly-beg with the grade 
of a thouſand: horſes, and the command of five hundred, and the ſir name 
of Roſtem aly.qhan· To theſe diſtinctions were added the Deputy-go- 
vernor hip of the ſeyeral Purgunnahs or diftrifts dependant on Bröudah. 
Diſtinctions were likewiſg beſtowed on Riy-ragBnat, Divan to Haider- 
c81y-qhan;. he was firſt promoted to an increaſe of grade and an addition of 
command, and then ordered to attend to the finances of the Godjrat and of 
the port of Ster bender; and as a compenftion to Camer-eddin-qhan, who 


had heretofore enjoyed the collection of that port, he received the Fodjdari of 


Msrad-abad, vacant by 'Haider-c8ly: han- 8 promotion. The government 
of the province of Adjmir was beſtowed on Muzafer-aly-qhan, a Nobleman 
who had been introduced at cont by Ohan-dvuran and Radja. djei- ſing-ſevii. 
He was further preſented with a Serpitch (1 8), of jewels, a Qhylaar, and 
an elephant, and chen diſmiffed to his government. Atyah-ollah-qhan, fon to 
Yaniet-ollah- qhan, was appointed to the office of Poſt: maſter, as was Fazl: aly- 
qhan, to che fuperintendency of the elephant office, vacant 'by Terbiet-qhan” $ 
diſmiſſion, and both received their Qhylaats, or dreſſes of honor. Saad eddin· 
aly-qhan, , who had come on the part of Nizam-el-mulk, to pay his obey- 
ſ3ce and who on that General's recommendation, had been promoted to the 
grade of five thouſand horſes with the command of rw and to a age, 


was now w honoret with a e, 
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( 179) A Nagara is a large kettle-drom made up with iron-hoops and twice as large as the European on Keri 
drums. . grem office, and 18 x principal inſtrument in the Iinperial muſicx. 
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Nuxws, came abowt this-tme that Radja-adjet-ſing's/Naib- or Deputy in 
Ahmed · abad, being informed that his maſter's office was vacated, and ſenſi- 
| ble that he would himſelf ſoon meet with his reward for the oppreſſions he 


was guilty of 88 all ranks of men, reſolved before a ſucceſſor ſhould come 
upon him, to enjoy a full revenge againſt che inhabitants, by phandering the 
merchants and lacking the city, and committing as much miſchief as he 
could, before he ſhould take bis leave finally. But he was miſtaken in hi 
reckoning: there was then in the city a, Nobleman, called Mehr-aly-qhan, 


who having been Pay-maſter of the forees and Deputy-governor on the part 


of the Rahja Adjet- ſing, had fallen under the laſtr of the auditing office, and 


now lived diſcontented and upon il terms with. his former waſter, as well a 


with the new Governor Haider-c8ly- qhan, who en his ſi de was diffatisfied 
with bim, as well as wich a friend of his, Sefder-qhan-babi. Theſe two men 


Joined together to rid themſelves. of the Deputy-governor's violence, and re- 
ſolved to render ſuch > ſervice, as ſhould evince their zeal and acquire ſome 
right upon the new Governor S gratitude and good opinon. Calling to their aſiſt· 
ance a number of Afghans and a multicude of inhabitants, they fell upon me 
Deputy, and alter a bloody engagement, in which they killed a vaſt num- 
ber of Radi jepo8ts and wounded the reſt, they drove him out of the city. 
T he, Naib having taken ſhelter in the houſe of a nephew. of. Sefder-qhan- 
babi's, Was beſieged there, and at laſt got out of che city with the utmoſt dif- 
grace; in his flight to Djudeipoor,. his country, he took care to. plunder 
ſome villages : and diſtricts that were on his way. Mehr-aly-dhan and his col- 
league having taken a full revenge ot chat miſcreant, ſent. word to Naher- 
qhan, Divan of Ahmed abad, who was alſo one of the dependants of the 
Stids; e ee — to abſtain from meddling with the public money in 
the treaſury and with the affairs of government. T he man, who felt himſelf 
ſtrong, aſked them heir authority and wanted to quarrel; and the mat- 
ter was proceeding to an open rupture; when” Shudjali-qhan'atfived with a 
2 0 © patent 
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her- qhan evacuated the city, after having made peace; and this little diſtur- 
bance accelerated ſome promotions intended by the court, | 
SE1D-WUSRET-YAR-QHAN, Soobadar or Viceroy of Azimabad, received 
he tile of R8e8ned-db8lah;;with the addition to his grade of a thouſand dou- 
ble horſes (18x): Shir: efcen· qhan was promoted to the government of M3 ltan, 
and to the title of Y-2zeteddo8lab; and news coming from Ecber- abad that 
Saadet · qhan, had beſieged four forts betwixt Mahtra and that capital, which 
ſerved · as ſhelter to a multitude of banditties and Zemindars that infeſted-the 
country, and had taken theta with the loſs of four hundred of his men, and 
a vaſt ſlaughter of the beſieged; orders were given for ſending to that General 
a letter of Congratulation. wih a Qhylaat and a poniard ſtudded with. jewels. 
The Emperorat the ſame time, althoughby diſpoſition little fitted with that keen- 
nels and firmneſs of temper required for a ſteady attention to matters of diſtribu- 
tive juſtice, and little inclined to attend to them, yet to ſhew his inclination 
to do good, and his diſpoſition to afford juſtice, he ordered that a bell ſnould 
be made faſt to a long chain, and the chain hung down on the outſide of the 
Odagon tower that looks towards the water: ſide; to put it in the power of 
any one who. ſhould. think himſelf oppreſſed, and could nor find admittance 
at the. gate of the caſtle, to repair to the chain and to ring the bell. The 
ninth of Shevval the Emperor's acceſſion. to the throne was celebrated with 
the utmoſt pomꝑ and magnificence. Before the end of this year, Muzaffer- 
aly-qhan, having been appointed to. the government of Adjmir, was for want ot 
means and a, proper equipage lojtering his time at Revari, which is only at three 
colics from the capital, when news coming that Radja Adjet-ing had marched: 
to chat country from Dj8depsc with an army of chirty thouſand horſes, 
ſwelled by a number of Zemindats. and Rag) pt8s, the new Geventte was now 
in n cn obliged. o o make, a  farcher Nays. | Adjer-fing having mean whale Loni 
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feeſſed himſelf of the city of Adjmir, firſt of all publiſhed by beat of drum, that 
all ſhop-keepers and handycrafts men ſhould keep themſelves quiet and attend 
to cheir callings as uſual, without any fear; and ſecondly, to recover his character, 


much ſullied by his former ill uſage of the Muſſulmen, he ſent for the rectors 
and attendants of the moſques, recommended their performing their religious 
rites as uſual; and appointed a ſum of money towards the repairs of thoſe holy 
places: After which, having aſſembled all the crown officers and all the men 
in ſtation, he produced in the middle of them an Imperial patent ſigned with 
the impreſſion of the Emperor's whole hand (183), purporting under the moſt 
facred oaths, and moſt ſolemn promiſes the gift to him of the two governments 
of Adjmir and and Ahmed-abad for life. As the Radja was a friend of the 
Seids, and a man of great power, whom it was important to gain over, the 
patent had been put in his hands, by the'Empreſs-mother, on the firſt intelli- 
gence of Refi-ed-derdjat's drawing to his end, and of her ſon Roſhan-aqhtar's 
being intended to ſucceed him in the Imperial throne: of this patent che Gen- 
too prince ordered authentic copies to be taken by the Imperial Divan, and he 
ſent them under the fame cover with ſupplications of his own, both to Qhan- 
douran and to Zaafer- qhan, the two principal miniſters. The purport of his repre- 
ſentation was, ** that although to deprive him of both governments was con- 
4 trary to the faith given, yet in compliance with the Imperial pleaſure, he 
e had complimented away the province of Ahmed - abad- gudjerat; but that 
& after ſuch a acrifice, to be deprived of the province of Adjmir, alſo would fo 
« deeply affect his honor in the eyes of his own clan and of the whole world, 
*© that he could no more ſhew himſelf; and that as honor had been at all times 
* dearer than life to men of generous feelings, he hoped that of out regard to 
* his ſituation, they would condeſcend to leave him one of thoſe two govern- 
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6 83) The Emperor as well as the grandees of India ſign no otherwiſe than by writing the word Barz at the 
bottom of the letter in a much larger character, their name which is always the ſame as their ſeal, being ſtamped 
en the cover of the letter with Printer's ink. There are however inſtances where, the Emperors of India, as 


2 the Turkiſh Emperors, have ſtamped their whole hand upon a writing; and Mahomet himſelf has done 
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« ments, as his life and head were ſtaked. on that ſingle point.” This year 
alſo in the month of Zilhidj, Padeſhah begum, daughter to Aorengzib, a 
Princeſs that went by the name of Zinet-en-nefſa, departed this world (184. 


QHAN-DOURAN, on receiving this letter, was inclined to abſtain from 


quarrels and diſſentions, eſpecially as at preſent a war with the Gentoo Prince 


ſcemed to be a work of great difficulty, there being ſo little money in 
the treaſury; but as Adjmir was a province that adjoined to the territory of 
che capital, and it contained a vaſt number of tombs and monuments of antient 


and holy perſonages, it was thought indecent to commit it to any but a 
Muſulman attached to the Emperor; and more expedient to ſurrender the 
Gudjrat to the Gentoo Prince; however the Emperor himſelf with all the Gran- 


dees of his court, and eſpecially Haider-cBly-qhan, were more inelined to fight 


the Radja and to chaſtiſe him for his preſumption, than to tubmit to his 
terms: nor was this ſo eaſy; for after a deal of examination, none of the Gran- 
dees ſhewed any willingneſs to accept that taſk; and Haider- cd y- qhan him- 
ſelf propoſed to fend for Saadet-qhan from Ecber-abad for that purpoſe. 
This General who was a man of valor and reſolution, immediately obeyed 
the Imperial command, and he haſtened to court with ſo much expedition, 
that he ſeemed to have come in poſt: he had left orders to his cavalry and 


troops to follow as faſt as they could with his infantry, equipage and artillery. - 


Arrived at court, he amongſt other matters, mentioned the propriety of fur- 
niſhing him with the neceſſaries requiſite for his intended expedition; 
when it ſooon appeared that ſome Grandees , difinclined from attending upon 
him in that ſervice, made it a point to traverſe his views. 1 intelligence arri- 
ved at the ſame time that Muzafer-aly- qhan, incapable to ſatisfy the claims of 
his troops upon him, had ſuffered them to plunder two or three towns of the de- 


— of Adjmir for their r ; and that the mutineers, not ſatisfied 


1— 


— 


(184) Pedſhah-begum ſignifies the Royal or Imperial Princeſs ; her title ol Zinet- en neſſa Genifies the crna- 
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with that; had. ſurrounded and-befieged.their-Geheral, and forced him to part 


with, whatever he was poſſeſſed of in diſcharge of their arrears, not excepting 
the horſes and the elephants be uſed; ſo that finding himſelt reduced to 
ſuch a. ſituation, and fearing even for his life, he fled to Amber, and took 
ſhelter under the protection of Radja-djehi-fing's Deputy, from ' whence he 
ſent back to court boch his Qbylaat of his, inveſtiture, and his patent of 
governor., But his diſgrace, was not yet at an end: for Adjet- ſing's two ſons 
having put themſelves at the head; of a great body of troops, penetrated into 
his government, and ſacked and plundered four or five villages of the Im- 
perial territory. Mean while a number of banditties and zemindars joined 
together, and availing themſelves of the turbulence of che times and of 
Adjet-ſing' s: countenance, they fell upon the town of Narnol. Bayazid-qhan, 
the Fodjdar of the place, who had come out to make his round, thinking 


himſelf overmatched by their multityde, fled with all his might, and was with 


the utmoſt riik and difficulty joined, by his Nephew who was actually within 
the town. The principal men of that, unfortunate place, finding; themſelves 
forſaken by their rulers, reſolved to ſell their lives, as dear as poſſible in de- 
fenſe of their properties and of the honor of their families; and having 
fought bravely as long as they could, they cloſed with the Indian cuſtom or 
point of honor: that is, after baying made away with their families, which 
they put to the ſword: with their own hands, they layed violent hands on 
themſelves. The wretched oppreſſors having at laſt maſtered the town, plun- 
dered it ſo mercileſly as to leave not. a rag upon either man or woman; and 


they carried multitudes into captivity, This piece of intelligence coming to 
court, Qhan-do8ran, reſolved to march bimſclf and to chaſtiſe Adjer-ſing : 


and he ſent his equipage or Piſh- qhana (as 9), out of town ; but as there was 


8 


— 


185) Piſhqhana ſignifies houſe, or, equipage ſent forwards. AM the; Lords of the Emperor's court and all the 
gra dees of India have ſuch a ſpare equipage, which is always ſent forward ro the next Rage, ſo that the maſter 
arriving, finds, bed, dinner. and every thing elle, ready. This equipage conſiſts ot thirty or forty tents, ſome 


big enough for five hundred men, There are always two ſuch ſets one that accompanies the OP and ons 
that * to the next Stage. | 


An 
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«n enmity of long ſtanding between him and the Moguls of the court; and 


he was aware how' unprovided the public treaſury was for ſuch an expedition; 
he did not go farther, but amuſed the public with a variety of pretexts and 
excuſes. Haider-c8ly-qhan, who bad hitherto harboured ſome diſcontent 
againſt him, now offered his ſervices ; and he bound himſelf by the moſt 
ſolemn-oaths, to follow his fortunes, whether good or bad: he now fubmit- 
ted himſelf to his command; and, after having offered to lead the van againſt 
the enemy, he ordered his Piſh-qhana out of town. That Nobleman be. 


come hearty in che undertaking, was urging and reproaching him, but to 


no purpoſe ; for Qhand68ran being little inclined to proſecute that expedition 
was repreſenting ſecretly to the Emperor, that fhould the Radja gain an ad- 


ce vantage over the Imperial army, it would be difficult to remedy the dif- 


« order, with an army, ill payed, an empty treaſury, and a court full of 
« factions and diſſentions; but that even admitting that he ſhould be beaten 
« and driven from the field, the man would betake to the difficult moun- 
< tains and deep valleys of his hereditary dominions, where none would have 
« either patience or courage to follow him: In fact it would have been im- 
a proper to purſue ſuch an expedition, whilſt there was at home fo oreat a 
« want of zeal for the common cauſe, and fuch a turn of mind for diſunion 
* and u e as f ee vals one's good Will. y This 


fo much backwardneſs, he undertook the TR , but he ſupplicated that 
the two priſoners Abdollah: qhan and Nejm- eddin-aly-qhan, ſhould be ſet at 
liberty, and made over to Him, as he intendedto makeuſe of cheir ſervices in the 
fature campaign : he like wiſe made ſome other propoſils that did not pleaſe the 
Emperor; and as the fetting Abdollah:qhan at liberty, was very unwelcome 


to moſt of the grandees, Cainer-eddin-qhan' $ expedition was nipped 1n the 


ud. _ Some words having been on that occaſion exchanged between Camer- 


_ecdin- 21 and . the latter kept his houſe for ſome days, 400 
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abſtained from going to court; but the Emperor finding it improper chat a 
ſciſſion ſhould ariſe between che two principal miniſters of the Empire, found 


means to reconcile them, and to put an end to diſcontent and coldneſs. Mean 


while between theſe broils and theſe reconcilations, the expedition againſt 


Adjet-fing, came to be totally dropped. It muſt be acknowleded that repea- 
ted letters had paſſed between that Radja and Qhand68ran: this miniſter, 
who was endeavouring to ſooth his mind, and to reclaim him from his miſ- 
chievous intentions, had deſired him to reflect on the conſequences of 
his revolt: and in fact he was reclaimed. At the ſame time, news arrived at 
court, that Nizam-el-mulk was coming tothe preſence. That Viceroy, after hav- 
ing put in order the affairs of the Carnatick, returned to his capital Aoreng-a- 
bad(186)where he arrived in the firſt days of Zilhidj, from whence he ſet out 
the ſeventeenth, with intention to repair to the Imperial preſence. Being arrived 
at B8rhanp8r, he ſent for Dianet-qhan, a nobleman , ſometime ago propoſed by 
the Emperor to the office of Divan of Decan, preſented him with a Qhylaat 
and an elephant, and gave him poſſeſſion of his office. That Viceroy's ap- 
proach being now certain, all further deliberation and councils for the affairs 
of ſtate, were ſuſpended, until he ſhould be arrived. 

News came alſo by the gazette of Cab81 and Piſhavur, that Qhane-zad- 
qhan, who had been ſent by Ser-b8lend-qhan, his father, to quell ſome dil- 
turbances that had riſen in Cab81, had been in his return from thence, ſtop- 
ped at the ſame place where Mahmed-aamin-qhan, ſon to Emir-djemlah, 
had once been plundered, Qhane-zad-qhan now underwent the ſame fate, 
being {urrounced by ſuch multitudes of mountaineer Afghans as equalled the 
myriad of ants and the hoſts of locuſts, The young man having put him- 


| ſelf or his defence, there enſued a very. briſk engagement, in which Sheh- 


(186) PE hy d, ſignfies 2 colony, and it acquired that title, when Aoreng - zib beſieged and 
took it. Moſt of the cities and fortreſſes in India have loſt their primitive names and acquired new ones, toge- 
ther with an acceſſion of buildings, which are nothing but the ſite of the camp that had kept them blockaded. 
Thus Aoreng-abad went heretofore by the name of Carki. Colaria is Macſoodabad, and of late Moorſhoodabad- 
Daca is Djehanghir-nugur ; and Calcutta has been Aly-nugur, Banares, is Mahmed-abad ; and Praag, is Ilah- abad. 
Some other cities have had their names changed in conſequence of ſome renowned prince adorning them with - 


buildings or chuſing them for his reſidence, as Delly, called Shah-djehan-abad ; and{Agra, called Ecber-abad. 
mudjahed 


ues « 
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Mudjahed, an officer of character, who commanded his body of battle, was 
wounded and taken with the loſs of about eight-hundred of his braveſt 
men. Qhan&-zad-qhan after having exerted himſelf to the utmoſt, had two 
horſes killed under him, and was himſelf wounded with a muſquet- ball; fo 


that finding it in vain to contend any more, he had quitted the field, and ſa- 


ved his life with a ſmall number of men; but the whole baggage, with the 
tents, elephants and artillery fell into the enemy's hands. The gazette mention- 
ed likewiſe that Abdel-ſemed-qhan, Governor of Lahor, whoſe ſon Zekeriah- 
qhan, had been appointed Governor of Caſhmir, hearing of the troubles in 
| that country, and of the turbulence of Eſhref-eddin , ſon to the late Muhtevi- 
qhan, who had ſurrounded and beſieged his Deputy; he had reſolved to 
puniſh that inſolent. Putting himſelf at the head of three or four thouſand 
Mogul horſes (187), he marched with ſo much expedition that he arrived 
vnexpectedly in that country. Eſhref- eddin, not daring to Rand his ground 
before ſuch a General, at firſt kept himſelf out of the way; and then thinking 
it ſafer to ſabmit humbly without diſpute and without blood-ſhed, he ſur- 
rendered; and the troubles hav'ng at once ſubſided, the country had reco- 
vered its tranquility. But as there were in Caſhmir numbers of people that 
enjoyed penſions from the Imperial treaſury, as a charity, and many others 
that had Djaghiry lands or Apanages out of the ſame principle, every one of 
whom the General thonght to have been involved in the late troubles, and 
he ordered all their penſions to be ſtruck off, and their Djaghir lands to be 
confiſcated. | | 
Tuts joyful piece of news ſeemed to uſher another {till more agreable to 
the Imperial family. On a Thurſday, being the twenty-ninth of the forbid- 


DG 


(187) Properly ſpeaking the Moguls only, that is thoſe that followed Djenghis-qhan in India, ought to bear that 
name ; but as there were an infinity of Perſians or Iranians in his army, theſe alſo came to be called Moguls by 
the Indians, till more the Euz-beg Turks that followed Tamer-lang. Hence all white Muſu!men are called}Mo- 
guls in India, as well as their deſcendants; as att white Chriſtians, are called Frenghis. It muſt be noted that 
the word Mogul is of modern date, when compared to the word Toork or Turc, by which all Indian Gen- 
toos defign the Northern ſtrangers ; with them a Turkiſh face, a Turkiſh religion, and a Turkiſh language, 
have always ſignified a Muſulman Religion. 
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The Emperor 
takes a conſort, 


den month of Muharrem (188), of the year 2134 of the-Hedjrah, a daughter 


T HE is SFr 


was born to the Emperor; and on the nineteenth. of the victorious month of 


Seſer, the daughter of the late Emperor Feroh-ſyur was eſpouſed by that Prince, 
and the marriage celebrated with all the pomp and magnificenee, which the 
dignity of the Empire required. (189) The contract was read, and the religious 
rites performed, under che influence of the ſign of Leo; and the ceremony ha- 


ving been continued for ſome time with the entertainments, bon-fires, muſic 
and dances, cuſtomary in Hindoſtan on theſe occaſions, the ſolemnity ended 
by the Princeſs becoming the reigning Empreſs, and the perfumed bride of 


the Imperial bed. 
Max while Nizam-el-mulk Was e ; and that n after hav 


ing put in order the affairs of Decan, corrected the abuſes, and chaſtiſed the 
turbulent of the Carnatick, had turned bis views towards the capital of the 
Empire, where he arrived, and where on a Thurſday the eleventh of the ſe- 
cond Rebi, he had the honor to pay his obeyſance to the Imperial preſence; 
and on the fifth of the firſt Djemadi, being a Sunday of the ſame year, a little 
before the ſun's'declining from the meridian, he was promoted tothe Vezir-ſhip, 
and received according to-cuſtom, the inveſture of that high dignity, by be- 
ing preſented with a Qhylaat of four pieces (190), and the Imperial caſket 
and Scrutore. On the next Sunday, being the third of a month. Djemady 
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(88) Muharrem, cal jed the Haram or f rbidden, wis one of the four months in V hich the Arabs before Molar 
med were ſoi bidden to go to war; and Sufur the vitoricus, was tle mon h in Which war or travelling (thoſe two | 
occupations being the ſame for the Arab, ) commented. All thoſe months, although Lunar ones, being yearly 
intercalated by ſome days, were brought to tally with the courſe of the ſun ; but Mohammed having aboluhed he 
intercalatiov, the months, in ſbead df recurring ways in the fame ſcaſon, wander u Ne tue Ml ole 
Jear, and defign no kind of ſeaſon at all. 


(189) It is r markable that ſhe had ©4424 named Welke, or the reigndif cad, ar ber very births 
(190) A Q:ylaat of four pieces, is a mark of diſtinction, a Qbylaat being in general compoſed of only three. 
The Imfexial c ſkct contains Pens, ink, &c. With the Imperial broad ſeal as broad as the hand, whereon arc en- 
graven the Emperor's nanie and titl,s v uh the date, Ihe leſier e. 1 always carried by a particular officery 
eften by a lady of diſtinction in the ſerag ho, aud a thizd ORG mul kts Lan au incl rer is carried by the Em- 
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the ſecond, of the ſame year, the N68-r8z (191) or new year's day was cele- 


brated at court with the uſual ceremonies ; and the Emperor's title which had 
been hitherto that of the maſter of ſucceſs, was now changed into that of the 
father of Victory, and the ſuccourer of religion. On the. fixth of Redjeb, 
in the ſame year, the Qhaliſſa office was committed to Radja Gudjer- 
mull; and a few days after, the Divanſhip of the muſters was beſtow- 
ed on Sheh-ſaad-ollah. Mean while Nizam-el-mulk, who was a man of 
much gravity, of a reſerved behaviour, and alſo very ſond of power, un- 
dertook firſt" of all io bring into order the moſt important affairs of the 
Empire, and then to paſs from thence to other matters of a more pri- 
vate nature. He was adviſing the Emperor to aſſume in public an air 
of gravity and ſeriouſneſs; to correct his morals; adapt his behaviour to 
his fituation 5 repreſs his ſervants; divide his time into ſtated hours for 
each buſineſs; and to appoint a time for rendering juſtice, (an important du- 


ty of Princes, and without which they could not expect to ſatisfy heaven 35 


In one word to diſcharge worthily the duties incumbent on command and 


ſovereignty: all theſe admonitions were liſtened to by the Emperor, but not 


reliſned: that Prince was yet in the fervor of youth and the pride of domini- 
on, and had a diſpoſition of mind wholly addicted to a life of pleaſures, a- 
muſements and merriment ; nor were theſe repreſentations more pleaſing to 
moſt of the Grandees of the court, and eſpecially to Qhando8ran, who could 
not bear to ſee at court ſuch a man as Nizam-el-mulk by whom he would be 
infallibly eclipſed. The Vezir therefore was always looked upon with an e- 
vil eye and ſpoken-to with peeviſh expreſſions; and one day, Haider-c8ly- 


qhan inſtigated by the courtiers and the principal eunuchs, went ſo far as to 


forget himſelf in his preſence. That Nobleman, who was himfelf a man of 


courage and ambition, and very fond of power, had amaſſed ſuch ſums of 


money from his Djaghirs and from his Government of Guchrat, as well as by 


—— 
. — 


(191) The N68 R8z, or New Day, or New-year's-day, falls in India on the 22d or 2 iſt of March, and is ce- 
kbrated at Shah-djchan-abad, with particular ceremonies. 
| the 
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the confiſcation of part of Abdol- ghafdr's eſtate, (an eminent Bohra (192) 
merchant, whoſe wealth was famous all over the world,) that his riches were 
reckoned by corors; and he became ſo proud and fo aſpriring as to entertain 
thoughts of raifing himſelf as high as had done the late Hoſſein-aaly-qhan; 
a project which, he thought, ought to be ſet out with by demoliſhing Nizam- 
el-mulk. This project of his was much encouraged and ſupported boch by | 
the Emperor himſelf and by the other Grandees, who whilſt they wiſhed to 
get rid of Nizam-el-mulk's: gravity by the means of 'Haider-c8ly-qhan's 
proud temper, were likewiſe defirous of tearing the latter out of his Gover1- 
ment of Gudjrat, and of putting an end to his intended expedition, by ſet- 
ung him at variance with a man of ſo undoubted a ſ uperiority as Nizam- el - 
mulk ; and on the other hand, this Miniſter who was fond of money, and truſt- 
ing to his own power, did not ſeem to decline the taſk, and at laſt he under-, 
took the expedition. | 
Ix che next year which was the 113 th. of the Hedjra, an event happened in 
the Emperor's family which could not but afflict his mind: on a Tueſday the 
firſt of Mohurrem, at about day-break Maleka-zemani, the reigning Empreſs 
was brought to bed of a mole of a female appearance: on the fifteenth of the 
ſame month, Nizam-el-mulk received in a Qhylaat the inveſtiture of the go- 
vernment of Gudjrat, on Haider-c8ly-qhan's diſiniſſion; and on a Thurſday 
being the ſecond of Sefer of the ſame year, a lit.le after the ſun's declining from 
the Meridian, that Miniſter ſet out on his intended expedition. 


IT appears that B8rhan-el-mulk-ſaadet-qhan (193), beſides che government 
of Ecber-abad which he en] oyed, had had the government of A8d conferred up- 
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(92) The Bob ras are a particular clan of Muſſelmen Merchants from Gudjerat: they keep their beard, wear 
a particu'ar turban, and marry only amongſt themſelves. They frequent the pert of Sꝭ rat, here deſigned by the 
word:-SSreteber:der. The p:rt of which Haid er cSly-qhan took poſſeſſion of, was of about one coror, but the eſ- 
tate was of ſeveral core rs. This Merchant, who had nineteen ſhip as arge as Ind:amen, never could complete 


* number of twenty, making and loſing one or two ſhips every year. a 


(193) Burhan-el-mu'k, ſignifies the hero of the late; and Saadet-qban, is the Lord « F z his ramo 
Was MER mahmed- amin. 
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on him, although the latter was in the hands of Radja Gurd-hur-bahadyr, who 
was transferred to the government of Malya. Saadet-qhan pleaſed to reviſit his 
ancient government, and left inhis 2a at Ecber-abada man of abilities, called 
Riynil-cont-nagur this Deputy, who ſoon had a difference with a neighbouring 
Zemindar,having gone out one day upon his elephant to take an airing, was 
ſhot dead by a Djatt, who had been inſtigated by the Zemindar, and who tak- 
ing his ſeat in a lofty tree, levelled leiſurely his piece at Nil-cont in the middle 
of his numerous retinue, and having accompliſhed his purpoſe found time to 


make his eſcape. Saadet-qhan informed of this, reſolved to defer his revenge 
until he had taken poſſeſſion of thoſe two provinces and eſtabliſhed his govern- 
ment; but Qhand68ran (194), availing himſelf of the opportunity, procured 
that place to Radja Ajder-ſing-ſeva ai; ſo that there remained OO. to Saadet- 
qhan, but his new acquiſition of a ll form 9d - nogn big 26 
ADJET-SING, on being appointed, received orders to march _ Chura- 
mon the Djatt, a powerful Zemindar of the province; and he acerdingly be- 
ſieged his fortreſsof dn, reſolved to turn him out of his Zemindary; and ha- 
ving gained over to his party Budun-ſing, nephew to Churamon, he layed cloſe 
ſiege to the fortreſs, and obſtined himſelf ſo much belore it's wall, that Moh- 
cum-ſing, ſon to Churamon, took in full aſſembly the liberty to reproach his fa- 
ther wich the miſeries the beſieged endured ; he likewiſe forgot ſo far the retpect 
due to a father, as to make ule of! improper expreſſions. The father liſtening 
to his tenderneſs for an only ſon, torbore to chaſtiſe him as he deſerved; tub 
giving way at the ſame time to his diſcontent, he with a thoughtleflneſs i in- 
herent to che Gentoo conſlitution, took poiſon and died. The young man in 
capable to govern his Poſſeſors, and overcome by Adjer-fi n2's ſuperior power 
and genius, was prevailed upon to ſurrender: upon which, the Racja-oppoint- 
ed Budun-fing to gor ern. the Zemindaty, got this appointment confirmed by 
the Court, and recorfimjended to him to, recal. bis diſperſed Aubſecks z and to 
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make tbe country flouriſh and prhnpef as it did formerly, Budun- ſing armed 


Vic ſo much ſupport; found means to gain over to his fide moſt of Mohcum- 


ling's dependants; and the latter thinking himſelf ſecure, led from the fortreſs, 
which was immediately taken poſſeſſion of; and Budun-ſiag made his reſidence 
in it. about this time Radja Gurd-hur-bahadyr, having marched to Malya, 
the government conferred upon him, ſoon put that province in excellent order. 
Ws have left Nizam- el- mulk going to take poſſeſſion of his new govern- 
ment of Gudhrat; and he was aftually. marching thither with a good army 


and a good artillery, when to facilitate matters, he contrived the expedient of 
| debauching ſome of che troops of Hiider-c8ly-qhan's, whoſe army conſiſted 


'chiefly of T8ranian Moguls, and of PeEni, Ghazm and Bani Afghans ; and 
as he had himſelf-a number of officers and whole bodies of thoſe ſame Tribes 
he pitched upon the moſt intelligent amongſt them, and ſent them under a 
variety of pretences in Haider-c8ly-qhan's.camp, where they gained to his in- 
tereſt moſt of thoſe that were of the ſame nation. In conſequence of this manage. 
ment, ſeveral Commanders of note, ſuch as Shudjaat-qhan, Mehr-aly-qhan and 


Kuſtem- aly-qhan, Gudjraties, with Selabet-qhan and Zeber:deſt-qhin, Bani. 


es, and Aſed- qhan, Ghazni, and many other conithariders Both Travan and 
T8ranian (195), quitted Hiider-e8ly-qhan's camp and diſperſed. This 
General thunderſtruck by fo general a deſertion, fell into F 8 that 
preyed on his body, and diſordered his mind; and getting himſelf into a co- 
vered chair (196), he with a number of friends that followed his fortunes, and 
availed themſelve likewiſe of carriages, took the road to the capital.” Nizam- 
el-mulk being thus left in poſſeſſion of the field and country, marched up to 


. 


Indi 


(195) There are Arqhans of ſeveral races or clans; thoſe ſettled about F eroh-obad, and in the Rohil-cund, 
Wers r Rohilas, from a chief, who fiying from Nadyr-ſhah's ſword, ſettled in thoſe parts. The Perſians in 

| = have no other particular appellatiog than that of Iranians, nor the Tartars, or Tatars, any other than that 
of T'8oraniaas. . Both, as well as their deſcendants, are indiſcriminate'y called Moguls or rather Moghols. 


— j — — — 


(96) A covered chair or carriage is always ſuppoſed to carry a tan, and is always fiele. 


after 
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iter having firmly eſtabliſhed his government in it, he committed ir to the 


care of Hamed : qhan his maternal uncle, who went by the name of the Royal 


Prince Dyungly;- and himſelf departing the country ſoon after marched ſouth- 


ward to reviſit his governments (197) of Decan, and his capital, Aoreng. a- 
bad. Mean while Haider-c8ly:qhan with what friends and treaſures he hail 
in is camp. having. marched to the 5 arrived there, and for ſome days 


remained unnoticed. 


Anobtr this time, the New e with the uſual ſolemnities was ebbrkied 


on the: Sunday of the thirteenth of che ſecond D jemady of the year 1135; and 


on the night of the Saturday of the eleventh Redjeb of the ſame year, a prin- 
ceſs was born to the Emperor from Roſhen-abady (198), and ſhe was called 
Djehan- afroꝝ · bannoo- begum. After ſome days, Häider-cSly-qhan having 
preſented himſelf at Court, was received with much goodneſs by the Emperor 
who compaſſionating his caſe, appointed him to the government of Adjmir; 


lis intention being to chaſtiſe Radja Adjet-ſing's refragory temper and pre- 


ſumption. That General, who was a man of courage, and bore a hearty enmi- 


ty to Adjet-ſing, accepted the propoſal with pleaſure, and ſoon prepared an 
army and artillery ſufficient to enter the liſts with the Gentoo Prince; he 


marched againſt him and attacked his troops, but the latter declined the diſ- 


pute and fled. It was at the end of Shadban, of the ſame year, at which 


time a Seid, ſon to Caſſem the Cutval, was killed with a ſtroke of a poniard 
by one of the S8ch-poſh guards, who was himſelf grievouſſy wounded by the 
other's ſabre; and the fact happened. cloſe to the father's tribunal. In this 


ſame 1e being the firſt of Shevval, on a Sunday, Nizam- el-mulk, who was 


' — 


© tr 


| (197) Decan, ſignifies South in Hiadoſtany. | 
(193) Roſhen-abady (Roxana) was a dancmg-girl, of exquidte accomplimments, taken into the Seraglio by 
Mhmed-ſhah. Laſt-year her portra t in miniature wa ſeat to Eiglan : it had been dong ab ut forty years ago 


dy an able hand, Which through all the «xqumiite beauty of the face, hal tlie art to bet ay all the wantonneſs 
of :v0k 19.ideat to a dancing girl. Bannu-begum-djehan-afroz, fignities tie royal Princeſs illuming the world; 


aud Ruſhan, ſpe led by the Greeks, Roxana or R oſcana, ſigaiſies luminous, fhiniag, aud is. a ok commun A403, 


. very vitea Arabi eu into the word, NSreu, trom S/, light. 
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Grond com- 
mot. on at cut. 


* ene 


returned from Decan, payed his reſpects to the preſence; and on a  Thurf- 


day, being the twenty- fourth of Zilcaadah, about an aſtronomical hour be- 


fore day- break, a ſon was born to the Emperor. In the year 1136 of the 
Hedjrah, it being nearly in the middle of Mohurrem, a comet with a long tail 
made its appearance in the heavens in the ſign of Aquarius, and remained 
viſible for ten or twelve days, after which it diſappeared, when at the end of 
the month the Emperor's eldeſt ſon departed this life (199). | 


Tunis year a number of promotions took - place in the principal offices of 


the court. Camer-eddin-qhan, ſon of Mahmed-aamin-qhan, whom we have 


ſeen in the Vezir-ſhip for ſome little time, nay for a few days, was appointed 
ſecond Pay-maſter-general and ſuperintendant of the Gh8ſl-qhana or ba- 
thing apartments( acc). The Lord of Lords, Qhandosran, was made firſt Pay- 
maſter- general „wih the additional command ot the body guards called Va- la- 
ſhahies and Ala-ſhahies (201). Zaafer qhan, was appointed third Pay-maſter, 
and Selabet-qhan fourth. The Steward-ſhip of the houſehold was given to 
Shir-cf-ken-ghan (202); and after him to his brother L8cf-ollah-qhan, the juſt, 
commander of the body-guards called Soltanies, or Imperials: Emir. djem- 
lah the Terhan or exempt, was made Sadr-el {8d8r or grand Almoner. 


The ſuperintendance of the ſanctuary or facred apartment of the Ladies, 
together with the care of the privy. purſe, was committed to Hafyz-qhydmet- 


car-qhan, an eunuch of Aoreng-zib's time; but on his demiſe, both thoſe 


— 


n 
— 


(199) Theſe many niceties about the preciſe moment when any thing chances to happen, are owing to the au- 
thor's being a great believer in aſtrology ; in general they are cut ſhort in the tranſlation. This article about pro- 
motions is ex.eedivgly irkſome, but as it gives an inſiglit into ſome matters novel to an European, the tranſ · 


lator ha not thought himſelf at liberty to retrench it. 
(206) The bath'ng-place, always implies the private apartments. See Section 1. No. 21 


(2010 Vala-ſhahies, and Ala-ſhakies, are as ; their names ſeem to import, two bodies of 1 
of ſome thouſand horſes each. The Soorh- FR or l were infantry, and Webb in num - 


her. 


(202) Shir-efken-qhan ſignifies the Lord Lion-tearer, and alſo the Lion-overthrower. Terqhan is a title giv- 
en by the Emperor of Tartarian race to thoſe hat had rendered ſuch eminent ſervices as intitled them to an ex- 
emption from capital puniſhment ever after. The office of Sadr-el- ſodꝭrs implies that of taking care of ch: arity 


lands and of pious foundations: QhyUmet-car-qhan was called a Hafyz or rd becauſs he cou'd repeat 
the whole Coran by heart; a gift much more reſpected in Turky than in India. . * 
offices 
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offices paſſed to Roz- afz g n- qhan. Radja-gudjer-mull was appointed to 


the Qbaliſſa office or exchequer, which after him, paſſed to Iradet-mend- 
qhan; and after him, to Radja Baht-mull. | Sheh-ſaad-ollah was appointed 
Divan of the muſters; and Haider-c8ly-qhan, (203) Mir-ateſhy or fire- 
commander; and after him, Saad-eddin-qhan ; and again Haider-c8ly-qhan, 
from whom that * paſſed to Muzafer-qhan, brother to Qhand68ran. The 
ſuperintendency of the guards, called Qhayvaſs (204), was given to Saadet- 


quan, with order to take Ahmed-c8ly-qhan for his deputy. Amin-edd6ulah 


was made firſt Mir-tozec ; and Dver- dadaqhan, ſecond; Mubaruz-qhan, ſu- 


perintendant of the door- Keepers; and after him, Agher-qhan; and Mir- 


huſſein- qhan- coca (205), ſuperintendant of the pike- men of che preſence, 
ancient and new. The office Arz- mukerer was beſtowed on Aly-mahmed- 
qnan- coca, as was the inſpection of the canal (206), to Faiz aly-hamed- 
quan. B8-aly-quan-corbeghy, was appointed ſuperintendant of the uphol- 
ſterer's· olſice or Farraſh-qhana, as was Munevver-qhan of the body of Ahedi- 
qan. The footman-office was beſtowed on Yanaict-qhan-raſygh, fon to Qhan- 
ſidyc the Caraohan. The keeping of he purſe of Largeſſes, was entruſted to 
Behroz- qhan; and of the Imperial pocket, to Djavid-qhan, both eunuchs. The 
jcvcl-office was beſtowed on Djevahir-qhan; and the kitchen-office on Bahta- 


ver-qhan, as was the coffce-office no Vedjibeh-qhan (207); and the elephant- 


ä 


— ̃ 


—— 
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(204) Mir-atcihy or the maiter of the fire- place: An office of great truſt : he diſpoſes of the guards in and 2- 
bout the palace, often of the M hole citadel of Shan-ahizah-djead ; and his office often imports the . 
ſkip of the ordon ance 


(204) Vav vas is a name gi-en to a particular guard 8 with labre, buckler and a pike. - 


(205) Mir-hoſſein-qhan's conſort, having once, or for any time given milk to Sager tron then infant, the 
huſband became of caurſe his Coca. 


(206) This Canal has been made by Aly-merdan-qhan, a Governor of Apr who transferred his fortreſs 
and allegiance to Shal-djehan, Emperor of India. It is five teet deep, about thirty in breadth, and comes from the 
hills north of Dehli, over a tract of ground of about forty coſſes in length. The body of Ahedians or ſingle ones 
has no officer annexed to it, tho Emperor being reputed. their Captain; and this body anſwers to the Turkiſh 
corps of Muteferrycas. | | 


1207) Coffee, although by no means fo com mon in Hindoftan, as in Europe, is drank in very ſmall cups of 
one ſixth part the capacity of European Coffee-cups. Thoſe ſmall cups are ſupported by a column two inches 
long upon four lines in breadth, that reſts on a ſmall pedeſtal, and is fixed down upon a ſalver, whereon they are 


ſe:yed by a dozen or more at a time. A ſervant giving io the coffee - pot a circular motion that N dregs and 
all in motion, pours it into the cups in the middle of the * 
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office (208), to Fazl-aly-qban, Seid-cotb-eddin-aly-qhan was prepoſed to 
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the ſuperintendency of the light artillery; as was Yelen-qhan to the com- 
and of the S8rh-poſhes and of the C8llars geg); Allah-yar-qlian was 
made governor of the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad ; and Caim-ghan, fon 
to Zaafer-qhan, inſpector of the ' Poſt and Gazette office (210), as was 


the Phyſician Maaſom-ally-qhan, of the Intelligence office (211), and in 


this manner every one got poſſeſſion of ſome office; but Zaafer-qhan alone, 
ſeemed to have engroſſed the Emperor's mind. He therefore availed 
himſelf of his credit to make money, being ever ready to undertake every 
petition in conſideration of a commiſſion. of ſo much per cent to himſelf. This 
was alſo the cuſtom of a new female favorite which the Emperor now produced 
to the world. A certain girl, famous under the name of Cöski, and daugh- 
ter of (212) Shab-Djan-mahmed, a fakir, found means to 1ntroduce her- 
ſelf ſo deeply in the Emperor's good graces, that ſhe was entruſted with 
the imperial ſcrutore and private ſignet; this ſingular favorite was ſuffered to un- 
derſign the Imperial anſwers to the Petitions which-ſhe carried within the 
ſeraglio ; and fhe availed herſelf to the full of her credit and influence to 


make an.immenſe fortune. But what is ſingular, ſhe was alſo a woman of 


— * * 
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(208) Mir-djaafer-qhan, himſelf, ſaid to Colon. Clive, that Seradj-eddo.:lah his predeceſſor, had ſeventeen. 
hundred elephants. He was: only a Governor on the part of Mahmed-ſhah. This prince | h:melt muit have 


had many others. The tranſlator has ſeen in Decan an dephant of twenty- ſive thouſand rupees, A. d at Luck- 


now, the portraits of two elephants ſucceiſively bought. by Shah-djchan, for two lacks of rupees each. The ex- 
penſe of keeping an elephant in Dehly is upon an average five rupees a day. Two blind ones have becn ſeen in 
Bengal that followed the others by the ear, aad as loaded. Judge from thence of the r iaſtiact of 


thoſe animals. 


(209) C8llars, is a Turkiſh plural that ſignifies both ſlaves 451 ſoldiers. It is a body of guards bought with 
the Emperor's money-in their childhood or their youth, 


(210) There is no poſt of horſ-s in India; but there is a poſt of men on La eſtabiſhed all over Hindoſtan at | 
every ſe ond coſſe.— The office of Vacaa neviſs, and Seyanah-nevis or:Sevanab negar, are nearly of the ſame im- 
part; but the intelligence rom the former is publiſhed; whereas that from the ſecond becomes only fo in pro- 


ceſ of times. 


(211) The Europeans tha: look upon theſe countries as ſemi- barbarous. would be much ſurpriſed to hear that 
learning is the ſure road to honour and promotion; and that men of eminent FANNY are treated as equals by 


"os Princes of the country: a Meſned or throne is al ways ſpread for them. 


(212) All fakjrs of the Muſulman Religion aſſume the title of * . as al Pots aſſume that of Qhallas 
and Tepballas, id. eſt. WORN; the delivered. 


much 


* 
- 
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much penetration, and fond of reciting verſes and often made ſome herſelf 


extempore. Her boldneſs was ſuch, that ſhe made no myſtery of ſinging theſe 
two diſtichs of her compoſition 


« The Sceptre of command has now paſſed from the Imperial Cocks to the Hens 
« And there is between them a conteſt for ſuperiority and power. 

« Poflibly we may ſee the fooliſh fellow's bucler dance in a fit of intoxication, 
« And women exchange their muſical drum tor his flaming ſabre (213). 


The Emperor, who was a youth of little reſolution and enterpriſe, thought only 
of paſſing his time in pleaſures and delicacies ; ſo that whenever any emergency 
did happen that required vigor and firmneſs, he paſſed it over with condeſcen- 
dence; and fatisfied with enjoying the company of Umdet-el-mulk-emir- 
qhan (214), and of ſome other young lords, of a lively temper and of a turn 
of inind inclined to good fellow-ſhip and raillery, he did not give to the af- 
fairs of the Empire that attention which their importance required. Hence 
that reſpe& and awe which the Imperial name uſed to impoſe, commenced 
wearing away little by little from the hearts of men in power and office, one 
might ſay from almoſt every man: every one was fancying himſelf of im- 
portance ; and fitting at home on his own carpet, he entertained thoughts 


of ſhaking off conſtraint, and of aſſuming independence. Ontheother hand Niz- 


— — 


(213) The drum bears five or fix names in India, there being as many ſpecies of that inſtrument : that, which 

is meant here, is only like a leſſer European drum, and it ſerves to accompany the voice: it is placed horizontally 
before a perſon fitting, the left Hand ſtriking the time, or marking the har with the four fingers joined, whilft 

the right hand ſtrikes the diviſions of the time or meaſure with a delicate alternate management of the fingers. 


This drum is called D-h63l. There is another ſort alſo uſed by women and men, ſinging. It is two feet and | 


a half long, upon a foot in diameter, but ſo as to taper unequally at both ends. It is flung acroſs the body, and 
is held flanting: the upper part which is four inches in diameter, gives two notes, according to its being ſtruck 
in the middle, or ntar the extremities of the circumferencg :at the very extremities, it gives the ſame ſounds hut 
ſoftened into flats. The other or lower part, being twice the diameter of the upper part, gives the lower octave, 
and of courſe a kind of tenor. This drum, to Which Earopeans pay fo little attention, is called Mir- dung e divided 
in two by the middle, and the two parts poiſed on the ground by their broadeſt ends, whilſt the left and right 


hand perform their offices on the upper extremities, it 1s called Tablaw, 8 Both theſe drums have cords 
and can be tuned to ſeveral others. 


(214) One or two traits of Emnir-qhan's wit will be 3 dy thd derber er this narrative ; but here is dre 
that characteriſes his ſingular t alent. He was a ſanny, a ſect that admits eating of a hare, which animal is refed. 
ed by the Shyahs of which ſect was Saadet- ban, A hare having been rum down in a hwnting party by the dogs 
Who were ſtanding over him, but two well dreſſed to tear him to pieces; for my Lord 1 Saadet-qhan, ven 
«yg: will net eat of a hare; true my Lorch an erd Emir -Ahan, dogs wann ur: of @ e 
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Nizam- el- 


mulk much diſ- 
 oontented, 


Ch SR 


am. el· mulk wanted to aſſimilate the Emperor to his own gravity and manners, 
and to ſubmit him entirely to his counſels, in ſhort to wean him from the com- 


pany of thoſe lively youths in whoſe ſociery he ſo much delighted; and 


eſpecially to reſume from Co8ki' s hands and from the Lords of her patty that 


influence which ſhe: enjoyed ; but ſuch a propoſal could not prove of eaſy digeſ- 


tion, either to the Emperor or to his favorites; nor were Nizam-el-mulk's 
turn of mind or manners reliſhed at all by them: ſo far from that, they were an 
object of cheir ſcorn and contempt; and his perſon, as ſoon as out of ſight, 
never failed of becoming the conſtant topic of the moſt pointed raillery (215). 
Nizam-el-mutk informed of all this, conceived a diſguſt againſt the court 


and an indignation againſt the Courtiers ; and having reſolved to rid him- 


ſelf of them by repairing to his governments of Gudjrat and Decan, where 


be bore an abſolute ſway, he pretended ſickneſs, abſtained from going to court, 
and remained at home: being already intent upon revenging himſelf by exci- 
ting troubles and raiſing miſchievous commotions which he knew would ren- 
der his preſence neceſſary. He intended to reſign the Vezir-ſhip; but being 
a man of much prudence and conſideration, he was inclined to temporize, 
and often proved dilatory. Mean while this. reſolution of his having been 
gueſſed-at by the Emperor and the Grandees that were of his mind, it was a- 
greed to humour that miniſter, by accepting his reſignation, and letting him 
live as far from court as he wiſhed, provided he lived fatisfied and contented; 
ſo that the Vezir himſelf informed of this inclination of their's, thought it 
was ſo much gain to himſelf; and both parties yielding ſomething of their 


pretentions, meſſages, and notes were- interchanged, an appearance of union 


I. 


—ů 


5 (21 5) Nizam-el mulk, always dreſſed in the ancient mode, with a Jubba or ſhort ſurcoat with ſhort ſleeves o- 
ver his Djama, always made his obeiſance to the Emperor in the old faſhi ned manner uſed at the late Aoreng- 
Zib's court, to wit, thruſting both hands into the oppoſite ſlee es f tris Djama, and carrying them both upon the navel, 
and then inclining the body at the ſame time, profonndly. This Chineſe or Tartarian obeiſance was ridiculed by the 
courtiers of Mahmed-ſhah's pa ace, who liked only the Hindoſtany manner, to wit, putting the four fingers of the 
right hand upon the forehead, and inclining the body very low: ſo that when Nizam .el-mulk came to court 
with his three old faſhioned bows, he was ſneered at by the young courtiers, who uſed to point to. hum with the 
finger and to ſay, Look at the old baboon of Decan : look bow he dances : a raillery which doubtleis gave more offence 


| Wan would have done his diſmullion from the tugheſt office, 


and 
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; and fincerity took place, and on the ſecond of Sefer, in the year 1136, Nizam 8 


el mulk came again to court, payed his reſpects, was honoured with the office 
of vekilemstlac, or abſolute Lieutenant General of the Emperor, decorated 
with the new title of Aſcf-dja,(216)and complimented with every demonſtration 
of favouit and regard. The Viceroy, after this compromiſe, aſked leave to g0 
a hunting; but inſtead of that, he marched towards the Decan, an exten- 
five empire, Where he reigned like a monarch to all intents and purpo- 
ſes. Being there in his center, he bent his thoughts on chaſtiſing an indolent 


Emperor, and cutbing a ſet of thoughtleſs profligate courtiers. It was already 


the ſeventh month ſince his departure, when the Emperor, without touching 


in appearance to the two high offices which the Viceroy enjoyed, beſtow- 


ed the title of Djuntlet-el-mulk on/Camer-eddin-qhan, that is, that, of Supreme 
over the kingdoms of the Empire: and that nobleman, in receiving the inveſ- 
ture of that high office, promiſed to humour Nizam-el-mulk in every thing 
in his power: i | | * 

Bur all this ſeemed to be only a matter of ſtyle and form; for as ſoon as 
he was departed, the miniſters ſenſible of his diſcontent, and reſolved to be 
before hand with him, diſpatched in the greateſt ſecrecy, to Mubariz-qhan- 
Nazem, or Military Governor of B8rhanp8r, a letter of the Emperor's hand- 
writing, which gave him inſtructions to fight and kill Nizzam-el-mulk, by any 


means in his power: informing him at the ſame time, chat the patent of the 


Viceroyalty of Decan would ſoon follow. Mubariz-qhai finding himſelf ſup- 
ported by the Imperial power, and being of his own nature ambitious of the 
high preferments held out to him, reſol ved to fall on Ni zam- el- mulk. He dii- 


covered his project to Hibrahim-qhan-Peni, brother to the late Dägd-qhan, 
Peni, and to the families of Shch Nizam and Sheh Minhadj, families of great 


power and influence all over the Decan, and which-ſeened to cheriſh in their 


boſoms a decided enmity againſt Nizam-el-mulk, and his over grown power; 


and all theſe having confederated with Mubariz-qhan, enabled him to raiſe an 


— — 


15 


(216) As wiſe, as Aſſef, miniſter of itate to Solomon. 
army 


An under. 
hand war be- 
tween the Emre 
peror and Ni- 
zam-el-mulk, 
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A battle be- 
. tween. Nizam- 
el-mulk and 
 Mubariz-qhan, 

in which the 


latter is lain. 
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army well appointed, and capile bf appearing in the field againſt ſuch à for. 


midable enemy. The General aſſembled his troops with diſpatch; ranged them 


with kill, and. marched to meet Nizam- el - mulk: The latter informed of his 
intention, and of his mighty preparations, haſtened to encounter him; and the 


two armies joining battle on a Thurſday of the month of Moharrem in the year 


1137 of the Hedj rah, a bloody engagement took place in which the Imperialiſts 


loſt four thouſand. brave men with four elephant's left on the field of battle. 
Victory declared for Njzam-d-mulk ; and Mubariz-qhan with his two ſons and 


his beſt friends, being ſlaim in the engagement, haſtened into eternity. Nizam- 
el - mulk, after this victory ſent a ſupplication to the Emperor containing an ac- 
count of the battle, with the number of thoſe ſlain on Mubariz-qhan's fide; to 


which he added his congratulations on the victory of the Imperial troops, with 


a mimnber of Eſhref fies (217), uſual as a Nuzur on ſuch occaſions, Vithout 
omitting any of th e property ſeized. in the vanquiſhed camp. 

H1THERTOo the diſſatisfaction and diſſentions between the Bo and Niz- 
am · el · mulk, akhougt i well-known and apparent, had been carryed on under the 


mast of diſſimulation and protraction; but after this defeat of Mubariz-qhan, 


the veil was a little yoichdrawn; and the Emperor ſent for Haider-cSly- qhan 
whom he knew for a man of power and bravery, and one heartily attached to 
his cauſe. That N6t ſeman, on this invitation, quitted Adjmir and repaired to 
the Capital, where or 1 a Friday, the fourteenth of the ſecond Reby, at about 
two aſtronomical how 's after ſun riſing, he had the honour of paying his obey- 
fance to the Emperc vr, who appointed him to the Office of Mir-ateſhy, or 
great Chamberlain anc l ſuperintendant of the Imperial honſehold : a diſtinction 
to N was 9 ne that of being complimented for his Qhylaat 


A A 
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C of Eſhreffy is the Hindoſta y word for what the Engliſh call a Gold-mohur or Gold rupee. But ar in- 
dicates only the ſtandard and net the ſpec es of money. On any ſolemn occaſion a nmmber of ſuch mohurs is 
preſented to the Emperor from five to tweaty-five, to one hundred and one and to a thouſand and one. 
Inferior people preſent only ons 6e{hreffy and four rupees of filver, or only five rupees; and theſe are either ac· 
cepted and taken, or only touch 2d, which touching always amounts to an acceptance. The Eſhreffy is a dou- 


vie — 
with 
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with a dre of his majeſty's own wearing. At the ſarhe time, the preſent in· 
cumbent of that important office, Saad-eddin-qhan, a T8rania of Nizam-el- 
mills recommendation, was diſthifſed. This Viceroy who was informed 

of allthis, and rrifſted to his own power and to his late victory over Maubariz- 
qhan, wrote to Hamed- qhan, his maternal uncle, governor of Gudjrat, to 
commence hoſtilities, in combination with Silla - qi and Cunta-djiz two Mar- 
hatta commanders; whom he engaged to make incurſions into the Imperial te · 
ritory. Hamed-qhan, on this int imation, beat the drum of independence, 
raiſed the ſtandard of defiance with the motto, who is this country's owner to 
dry? and ſeizing on all the Djaghirs or Appendages belonging to the ſeyeral . 
grandees now at Court, he diſmiſſed their ſtewards from their offices. The 
miniſters informed of this, were holding councils amongſt themſelves, where 
they agreed in nothing, but in not coming to any eoncluſion at all, and in * 
fixing on no ſcheme whatever. The Emperor, ſenſible that the T8ranians 
had grown too nutterous and too powerful in the Empire, reſolved to oppoſe 

the late Vezir, Abdollats- qhan, his priſoner, to their over grown influence; 
and he ſent himarruſty perſon to inform him, * that the times torre not become 

« ſuch that even he might be of ſome afe to majefly.” Abdollah-qhan anſwered 

© that if ever his Majeſty ſhould pleaſe to over ſhadow the head of his ſervant, 

« by ſtretching, over it the Im perial hand of clemency and forgiveneſs, he, 

„ his faithful ſervant, truſted, that as ſoon as he ſhould be admitted to e 
honor of paying his reſpects to the preſence, he would be able to aſſemble a 
good body of five or fix thouſand veteraris, with which his Majeſty's miniſ- 

e ters might try his zeal by putting him upon any ſervice they ſhould deviſe.” 
This anſwer, unfortunately for Abdollah-qhan, was nofſooner reported to the 
Emperor, than the enemies and jealous men of chat nobleman's family, becom- 

ing fearful ot the conſequences of his being ſet at liberty, found means to 
convey a doſe of poiſon to that much injured Seid, and to ſend him to his 
illuſtrious anceſtors. | | | 
Re | . 


T ME $9841 R 


Wr have leſt Mubariz-el-mulk Ser-b8lend-qhan (218) diſmiſſed from his 
government of Cab81, and Naffyr-qhan promoted to that important office 
by Zaater-qhan's influence: the diſpoſſeſſed general was now retired to his 
houſe in the capital, and but ſeldom appeared at Court. However, on Ah. 
dollah-qhan's repairing to the manſions of divine mercy, the miniſters reſoly- 
ed to avail themſelves of Ser-b8lend-qhan's abilities and character; and this 
advice was opened by the Eunuch, Hafyz- qhydmet-car- qhan, upon whoſe 
attachment and ſincerity the Emperor repoſed the greateſt confidence. It 
was reſolved to ſend him againſt the revolted Hamed - qhan, and to confer for 
that purpoſe upon him the government of Gudjrat, where he was to receive 
every kind of ſupport; But as Ser-b8lend-qhan had long been out of employ. 
ment and it was known that he had conſumed his equipage and all his ſavings, to 
as tobe ill-fitted for taking the field (219); acoror of rupees was ſent him from the 
publick treaſury together with the patent of the government of Gudjrat; and 
he received orders to chaſtiſe the revolted Hamed-qhan, and to recover that 
country. The general, who was ſenſible of the military talents of Nedjm-ed- 
din-aaly-qhan, brother tothe late Abdollah-qhan, ſupplicated his majeſty for his 
liberty, and requeſted to have him for his companion. This requeſt was gran- 
ted with the better grace by: the Emperor, as he had always thought kindly of 
Nedjm-eddin-aly-qhan, who had been the perſon ſent to bring hum away from 
the caſtle of Selimgar, and to conduct him to Ecber- abad. Nedjm-eddin-aly- 
qban then was releaſed from his confinement, and admitted to the honor of 
paying his obeiſance to the Emperor, who complimented him with a Qhylaat, a 
ſabre, and the title of Bahadyr or Valiant. Ser-b8lend-qhan, who was preſent at 
the Ceremony, having received leave to proceed on his expedition, took Nedjm 
eddin-aaly-qhan upon his own elephant; and they arrived together at the 
camp,that had been pitched out of the city. There Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan ſoon 


5 
—— 


(218) Ser-b8lend-qhan Mubariz-el-mulk, ſignifies, the loſty- headed lord, the moſt forward in battles of the 
kingdom. 


(219) A coror of rupees is a hundred lacs, or a million and a quart ſterling, 


aſſembled 


ti. 


aſſembled a body of Seidsof Bar attached to his family, and a quantity of cavalry 
that had ſerved under him; in ſo much tha the ſoon found himſelf at the head of 


character, and a friend to the ſoldiers, numbers of officers, who even in their re- 


ſed homes, and with what old ſoldiers they could influence, they flocked to 
his camp from all parts; fo that in a little time he found himſelf at the head 
of a numerous well-appointed army. It was after ſo expeditious a junction 


Acber-abad ; for Ser- bg lend · qhan was continually fed with the hopes of being 
promoted to the Vezir-ſhip. But as the ſtar that favored the T'8ranian par- 
ty was yet on its aſcenſion, this deſign, which was pregnant with ſo many falu- 
tary effects, was dropped; and the army after ſo detrimental a delay, marched 
at laſt towards G8djrat by the road of Adjmir: In this interval of inaction 
Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan who had returned to the Capital, where he had fallen 
ſick, was, on his recovery, honoured with the government of Adjmir, and or- 
ed to attend Ser-b8lend-qhan, as his Colleague. | 
Max while the Emperor diſguſted with that ſpirit of intrigue and diſ- 
ſatisfaction, which Nizam-el-mulk-had blown up amongſt the T8ranians of the 
Court and Empire, had conceived ſuſpicions againſt their whole body, as as 
well as againſt every one of them; and his averſion inctęaſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, that he reſolved to diſpoſſeſs them of all influence. Camer- eddin- qhan 
was the Nobleman who firſt felt his diſpleaſure : the Emperor ſuddenly took 
from him ſome governments and ſome offices which he as s ſuddenly dif- 
| tributed 


a reſpectable force; and as on the other hand, Ser-b8lend-qhan, who had com- 
manded in moſt provinces of the Empire, was known to to be a man of great 


treats had never ceaſed to be attached to his perſon, and to wiſh for the mo- 
ment of his proſperity, hearing of his promotion, quitted to a man their diſper- 


that the two Generals thought proper to ſpend full four months on that part of 
the country where the road divides partly towards Adjmir and partly towards 
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rributed to others. At _ ache time Saadet-qhan, an Tranian Lord, ive N 


leave; to repair to bis governittient of Agd, where he applied himſelf to bring 
| that county into ſubordination and order. But Ser-bslend-ꝗhan who. ha 


tarryed a little more ufitil his colleague, reduced to diſtreſs by his long 
confinement, ſhould have fo fat recruited his finances to as appear in the field 


ich ſometliing like an army and x fultable Equipage, thought How of 


matching againſt the revolted of GBdjrat. So that a few lays aſter that 
officer, who had been joined by the mitnerous friends of his family, and 
by his perfonal compatiions, followed his colleagie, and ar laſt effected his 
junction with him. Whilſt they advanced, Hamed-qhati, who had diſregarded, 


the good advices which Ser-b8lend-qhan had ſeveral times conveyed to im, 


found means to engage Conta-dji and Piladji, two Marhattas of the Czicvar 
family, to follow his fortunes ; and he joined them to his own army, com- 
manded by his Bacſhy or Major General, Aman-beg : but theſe combined 
troops having ſoon been encountered by Ser-b8land-qhan in perſon, they re- 
ceived a great defeat in which Aman-beg remained amongſt the ſlain, after 
which the vainquiſhed army diſperſed. At the end of the battle Sheh-el-hiyar 
the Belgramite, Pay-maſter to Ser-b8lend-qhan, who had been detached 
from the Imperial army, having got into the city of Ahmed-abad by one gate, 
he was taking poſſeſſion of it, whilſt Hamed-qhan was going out by the other, 
from whence he took ſhelter in Nizam- el mulk's camp. This Viceroy little 
diſcouraged » by ſuch a check, engaged ſome ocher Marhatta Generals to join 


5 Hamed-qhan, and to make an invaſion in G8djrat. But this invaſion occaſio- 


ned ſeveral bloody engagements, in which the Marhattas were conſtantly defea- 
ted by Nedjm-eddin-aly-qhan, who every where exhibited proofs of that valor 


| which was hereditary in his family, and which he held from his glorious and | 


"ay anceſtors (220): At laſt matters came to a General 9 in 


S — — 
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(220) Namely from Aaly, Mohammed's ſon-in-law, waom the Shyah Muſulmen are vated to compliment 
with the title of Shab-i-Mardan, the King of braves, and tliat of Shir-i-qgboda or God's Lion. WE 
which 
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eich Ned hin- eddin- aly-qhan with an army of ſixty thoufiad horfes and 


« body" of infantry eompoſed of "Arabs, and ſome other rangers, ſup- 


ported by an "artillery of ſome hundred pieces of Canon of all bores, at- 
eacked the Marhartas, gave chem a complear defeat, purſued them for a 
long time, and never give over the purſuir, or turned his horſe about, until 
he had dtiven them beyond the Nerbudda. This great victory was ob- 
tained in che plains about Cambiet· bender (Cambiye), where the Mar- 
harras heft a vaſt humber of dead on the field of battle. It had been pre- 
ceded by an irruption which they had made into the territories of Nugur 
and Pil-nugur, towns held by Camerddin-qhan i in Djaghir ; and they were 
actually occupied in facking and plundering, when they were ſuddenly attae- 
red by Nedjm eddin-aly-qhan, and by (Wand- zad-qhan, ſon to Ser-b8lend- 


qhan. The Marhattas after this great Victory, being purſued every where, 


evacuated every part of G8djrar. It muſt be obſerved that as the vic- 
torious army was mmerons, it received monthly, a regular ſupply of five 
lacks from the capital, which fim was forwarded by Hafyz-qbydmetcar- 
ch1n, that fairhful friend of Ser-B8lend- quan” 85 andjafter kis death, by Zaafer- 
qhan ; the intent of which ſupply was to enable that general to go on briſkly 
wich his operations, without troubling himſelf with contributions; and it was 
determined to continue the ſame, until the country could be fo far ſubdued 
and quieted, as to afford a ſufficient revenue to fapport the victorious army. 
But on the news of the great victory obtained, the ſupply was ſtopped by 


the advice of Qhandögran, and an order was ſent to diſmiſs ſuch numerous 
troops as had become unneceſfary. This order ruined that victorious army, 


and ſpoiled all the fruit expected from victory; for before that order had come, 
fuch was the dread” which the Imperial power had ſpread univerſally, that 
the refraqtory throughout thoſe Countries,. did nx due to look up 6 to it but 


vith reſpec leaf. 


; | | attas 
defea ed in a2 
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Zaaſer- qhen 
diſgraced and - 


. bliged to refund. 
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Ws have ſald that Zaafer-qhan, was the perſon that had the . in- 


fluence over the Emperor's mind: and it muſt be acknowledged that this 
nobleman had many good qualities; but he was addicted to the love of 


money, and open to bribery; and juſt at this very time it came out that the 
twelve lacks which it was his duty to tranſmit yearly to Cab81 for the pay. 


ment of the garriſons. of that province, had been regularly curtailed by full 
| fix, which he converted to his own uſe; nor did he act with more reſerve 


throughout that infinity of affairs that paſſed through his hands. One would 
think after ſo bold a peculation that he was upon the beſt terms with every 


one oſ che miniſters of ſtate : But it was the very reverſe : ſo that his practices 


cameto be mentioned to the Emperor in ſuch terms that this affair ended totally 
in his diſgrace. That Monarch gave him a ſevere reprimand in public, and he 
made him over to the controuling office, which having found a balance of | 


full two corors of rupees againſt him, obliged him to replace the money in 


the public treaſury: he was moreover diſgraced and fell into contempt; and 


the buſineſs of providing for Cab81 together with ſome other expenditures, 


was committed to Qhand68ran, whoſe fidelity was now acknowledged. The 


ſame charge of corruption and bribery was proved againſt one (221) Shah- 


Abdol-ghat8r, a Fakir of the T8ranian party, who got ſo much aſcendant 


on the Emperor's mind, as to appoint and to diſmiſs whomſoever he thought 
proper amongſt rhe comptrollers of the Qhaliflah-oftice. Grown proud of his 
power and influence, he had been guilty of many unworthy ſhameful abuſes 
that had come to the Emperor's knowledge. , But now he was ſent for, pub- 
lickly-diſ; graced, caſt in priſon, and exiled into Bengal; and two corors in 
money having been found in his houſe, beſides an infinity of other effects, 
the whole was confiſcated and ſent to the publick treaſury. Co8ky herſelf, the 


— — 
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(221) Or Saint Abdol-ghaf8r, or King Abdol-ghaf8r. We have already obſerved that a man, on turning 
Fakir in Hindoſtan, if a Muſulmen, aſſumes the title of Shah cr King. By the T8ranian or Tartarian ſect, is 


meant, the Sunny ſect, followed by moſt of the Muſulmen nations ; but moſt of the Ferſians or * 
not all, follow the Shyah opinions or ſect. | 


omnipotent 
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omnipotent Co8ky, who had been entruſted. with the Imperial ſignet within 


the ſeraglio, and had acquired ſo much authority as to recomtnend to offices 


and charges, having been found to be the aſſociate of thoſe two men, was diſ- 
miſſed with diſgrace, forbidden the ſeraglio, and obliged to refund. 


_ AFTER the many diſgraces which had een brought upon miniſters as well 


25 upon the Empire itſelf, by miſconduct, and bad politicks, one would be 


apt to think that the acceſſion of power and influence which Qhand68ran 
had now acquired would have rendered him more cautious : inſtead of that, 
he liſtened only to his diſlike againſt the diſgraced miniſter Zaafer qhan; 
and he was hardly fixed in the vacated office, when he made haſte to ſuper- 
cede Ser-b8lend-qhan, that great friend of the diſgraced miniſter; and he 


ſoon appointed Radja-abi-ſing-rhator, to ſucceed him in G8djrat, whither 


he had orders to repair with the utmoſt expedition as well as with injunctions 


to diſmiſs Ser-b8lend-qhan to court. Abi-ſing fond of his repoſe, and proud 
of his hereditary dominions, ſent a Naib or Deputy to take poſſeſſion of the 


new goverment; but this Deputy having been chaſtiſed and expelled with 


diſgrace by Ser- bg lend- qhan, another Deputy was ſent with a greater force, 


and this commander alſo was received in the like manner: at laſt Abi-fing 


aſhamed of being repeatedly foiled with ſo much difgrace, marched himſelf 
at the head of an army of fifty thouſand men, moſlly cavaliy, to which he 


added. a good artillery; with which he entered the G8djrar, Ser⸗bsl. | 


end- chan although equally uneaſy at the intrigues of the capital, and fearful 
of the power of Nizam el- mulk, reſolved with that inconſi derab le, itt payed, 


ill furniſned force which had been left him, to encounter his enemies. Coming 


out of che city of Ahmed · abad, he eneamped at fone "Fartacks 222) , from 
it; 520d putting ie at the head of his Rm army, ele a certain number 
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G25 The Arabic Asbabet the a one uſed a the "IDs leh no p, the f, was . ee ſubſti- 
tuted to it, and hence the original Perſian word Para- ſang (and the ancient Greeks write it ſo,) coming to be al- 
tere d into, Parſang, was written Farſang and Farſac, by the Arabs that invaded Perſia twelve centuries ago. 


This word ariſes from the ſtones placed upon the roads to ſhow the diſtance, ahd to aſlift horſemen, "MF 
re at lealt four ales diſtance from each other: | 


of 


Cöski herfelf 


The victorĩ- 
ous Ser- bslend - 
qhan neglected, 
and ſuperceded 
by a Gentoo 
Prince. 
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of friends and ol:4 len that would nor quit him, he attacked Abt. Ung and 

| „ Vol fought with ſo n auch conduct and bravery, chat the Radhja thought proper to 

* Ant che feld of ante, and to reite a lie farther.  Ser-bBJend-qhan, dhe fa 

f himſelf equally e xpoled to the machinations of his enemies at court, and to the 

| | power and intrig ues of Nizam-el-mulk, in the field, became ſatisfied with A. 

ebe bi- ſing's retreat; and contented with having given bim a leſſon, he reſolved 

wee he tp come to'terms with him; and his he compaiſed in an unexpected manner, 

| * About che end of the day, he put on a white plain dreſs, and rolling a white 
turban. round his head, he with no other eſcort or retinue than a few Chop- 

SRD dars or Mace-beirers and ſervants, advanced. to viſit the Gentoo Prince. Abi- 

h ſing at firſt was extremely ſurpriſed and confounded at this intelligenee; but 

MH u u the ſame time be thought himſelf highly honored by ſuch a vic, be got 

| up, advanced to. the gate of his tent walls, and after the ufual embrace, he 

| | 


took the old General by the hand, made him fit am his own Meſaed, and 
weves him every mark ot reſpett in his power. Ser-d8lend-qhan after ſome 
converſation, turned towards the Gentoo Prince and ſpoke to him in theſe 
| very, worde, Young man,” aid be, < To your own ſarpriſe I inform you 
« that there ſubſiſts much friendſhip between me and you: there was a time 
« when, your father and I exchanged turbans (223) as brothers; and I there- 
« fore look upon you to be my nephew. The little fighting that has paſſed be- 
( tween us, was with an intent ta vindicate my honour, and to approve my cha- 
46 racter, as a ſoldier; for there is not the leaſt enmity between you and me; nor 
do I ſee why, being an hereditary friend to your family and ſelf, T ſhould 
* abſtain from paying you a viſit. The Imperial ſervice is che matter in queſtion; 
& and it is for chat yery ſervice J had come into chis country: now that this has been 
*© committed to your care, you are welcome to it; and I wiſh you may bring the 
6 n into proper order: I have not my ſelf; any furhter buſineſs with it. 
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«« come only to requeſt of you a vel equipage, and ſome money to de- 


« fray my charges.” This { peech which was delivered with all the frankneſs of 
an old ſoldier, aſtoniſhed the by-ſtanders, and the Gentoo Prince more than any: 
he had his enemy in his power: nevertheleſs, ſtruck with the General's high 
character, and with the anecdote it brought to his mind, he thought his honor 
concerned in obliging him to the utmoſt of his power; and ſending ſor his Stew- 
ard and treaſurer, he ordered them to comply with whatever directions Ser- 
b8lend-qhan ſhould give them. A little before the end of the viſit, the Gene- 
ral having again mentioned the former friendſhip that had ſubſiſted between 
him and the Gentoo Prince's father, offered to renew the ties of it, and to 
ſtrengthen them a new; he took down his own plain turban, and put it upon 
Abi-ſing's head, and raiſing up the latter's turban, which was enriched with a 
variety of gems of mighty value, he put it (224) upon his own; after which 
they embraced each other again in token of enahip: and brother-hood ; and 
he departed content and fatisfyed to his own camp : where the money and 
equipage arriving ſoon after, he quitted the country and took his journey 
towards the Capital. But all this manceuvre gave much diſcontert at Court ; 
and Qhand86ran informed that contrary to his own pleaſure and to the Imperial 
command, he had dared to come to a battle with an Imperial Governor; after 
which only the General had thought of ſetting outfor the Capital ; he wasexceed- 
mely incenſed ; and he ſo far exaſperated the Emperor againſt him, that a ge- 
neral order was ſent to the guards of the high - ways to ſtop hin whenever he 
ſhould make his appearance, with injunctions to hinder his advancing one ſtep 
farther until he had obtained a pardon for his miſdemeanour. Moreover two 
hundred guards extraordinary, were ſent, one half towards the road of Adjmir 


— 


— 


(224) The turban being a very delicate piece of Malmal or thin Muſlin of about two feet in breadth and from 


fifty io a hundred feet in length, may be embroidered ; and in di eſſes of Ceremony, and in Qhylaats, it is embroi- 


dered: but cannot be enriched with jewels : the Surpitch, however, is often enriched with je wels. It is bound 


round the Turban cloſe to the farehead, and accompanies the face elegantly. The Gentoo Prince probably wore 
on his Tui ban a Calghy; and this is always an aigrette of jewel work, and alſo a en which is alſo a piece of 
jewel work, and is layed flat on the fore part of the Turban. 
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and the other half towards that of Acher-abad, in which ſtation they waited his 
coming. The General being arrived about this laſt City, was ſtopped ſhort 
by the Imperial order, and forbidden from advancing farther.  Ser-b8lend- 
gban 5 obliged to tarry for ſeveral days at that city in order to deprecate the 
Emperor's diſpleaſure and to obtain leave to proceed to court, was ſet upon 
by the diſbanded troops that accompanied him: they mutined, roſe upon him, 
and fiercely a{ked their arrears, and were ready to commit inſolencies. Luckily 
for him, chat Saadet - qhan was then in chat City : this Viceroy, who remem- 
bered to have once ſerved under Ser-b8lend-qhan, and to have been promot- 
ed by him to a higher command, was ſhocked to hear the inſults likely to 
be offered to his old commander; and he ſent him a reſpectful meſſage import- 
ing, that if he ver pleaſed to refer theſe mutineers and their arrears to 
as him, his faithful ſervant and grateful well-wiſher, he would undertake 
« to ſatisfy their claims.” This generous meſſage inſtead of ſoothing the Ge- 
neral's grief, ſerved only to wound his pride: he politely declined the offer, and 
anſwered . that thanks be to Providence, matters had not come yet to fuch 
* a height, as that be ſhould prove burthenſome to his friends.” After this 
anſwer, he went into the apartment of the Ladies (225), and taking ſome 
75 gold which he kept within for a reſource, he diſcharged UG: arrears due to 
taoſe troops, and the tumult ſubſided of itſell | 
Tux inconſiderate and diſgraceful inſults that 1 been offered: to ſo 
meritorious a man as Ser-b8lend-qhan; and the ungrateful and impolitical 
behaviour of the Miniſters in general, put Nizam-el-malk upon his Own ' 
guard: he took warning and refolved to give chem full occupation; hence- 
e by engaging the Marhattas to invade Elindoſtan; he apphyed to Ba- 


— 


2 


6 5) It is needleſs to . here that we ee tranſlate the ward. Rn and 3 = the 7 
ſanctuary, and thoſe words fignify full as much, a place forbiddis to any one, but it is not needleſs to repeat that 
J ublick money is offen kept within the ſeraglio, as a place. highly reſpeRed ; and that private was or miher 
the privy puiſe, is t kept N even privat2. men 9 their * there. 52 
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gjiri, the piincipat man of the Court of Saho-Ridja (226), who was a Ges 
neral of a high character in thoſe parts and of high pedigree, as drawing his 
origin from the Radjas Simbha and'Sevii, the founders of that Empire. He 
propoſed to hm to conquer the Malva from the bands of Racha G8thd- 


hur, the actual Governor of that fine province; and to recover the Gudjrat 


from che hands of Radja Abi-ſi ing-rathor; - of atleaſt to ruin and deſolate thofe tif 


countries, ſo as to render chem of no uſe to bis enemies. Nothing being 1800 


welcome at all times to the Mathattas thin fuck propofils, Badjitf be ga 


other Marhatta rulers, aſſembled a mighty army with which they invaded both 
the Malva and the G8djrat at one and the lame time; in the latter they gain- 
ed ſeveral advantages over Abi-ſing's Lieutenants and plundered a great ex- 
tent of country; but chis was not the cafe in Malva : Rada Gufd-hur, who 
commanded in that country with a ſmall body of troops, could not bear to 
| ſee his country ravaged; and being a man of valor and even of temerity, he 
engaged feveral times Badjirfo, after having in vain requeſted afſiſtance from 
the capital. His repeated ſupplications to the throne, and his repreſentations to 
the miniſters, produced nothing; and that brave man, having conſumed his 


The Martha. 
tas, excited by 
Nizamel-muk, 
ivade the Mal- 
vr. | 


Which ; is vie. , 


gorouſly defend 


ſmall force in that war of endleſs kirmiſhes, at laſt fell himſelf, and was ſtripped v e Gover,, 


of the garment of exillence. He was fuccreded in his command by Radja 
Dia-bahadyrza arelation of his, and ſon to the brave Chebileram; who Purſuing 


Gurd bur 8 plan tid riot ceaſe to harraſs tlie Marhattas, giving chem no reſt, and 
taking none himſeff; and be wrote to the princ ipal miniſters, « that ſo long as he 
« lived, he would prove like a wall in the paſſage of the enemy towards Hindoſ- 
« ſtan; but thar after his death the miniſtry might depend upon their ſpreading 
“ like an inundation all over the Empire.” None of theſe repreſentations 


fraue any thing; and that brave man was at laſt» ſlain” in an engage- 
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(226) SaSh-Radia ſignifies, it is faid, the glorious King; Savii-is the name of that warlike Prince that gave ſo. 
much exerciſe to Aorengzib, and found means to p'under the rich city of Surat of one Coror.—But as we have 


been mentioning ſo many Genton words. it will not be 1 improper to add the words of Sevi i, Nagur and Rhator that %y 


occur in this work are names ofclans or of Gentoo families of conſequence 
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ment, in which he departed the confines of this fragile world. Te was in the 
year 1143 of the Hedjra. The miniſter little affected by this death, appointed 
Mahmed-qhan-bangaſh to ſucceed him, with full powers to manage the affairs 
of Malva; and the latter advanced as far as Oodjein; but as the country was 
ravaged on all directions by the Marhattas, he could not take root in it; and 
the court diſſatisfied with his luke-warmneſs, gave his government to Radja 
Djchi-ſing-ſevii. It was in the year 1145, and this was alſo done by Qhando8. : 
ran's advice. The new Governor, who inclined to the Marhattas, by prin- 
ciple of religion, proved full as luke-warm in his adminiſtration; and did no- 
thing worth notice. However his advice prevailed ; for three years after, the 
Court, whether out of wearyneſs, or out of ſome new principle in Politicks, 


thought proper to confer the government of that country on Badjirio himſelf; 
and in that manner the Malva paſſed under the Marhatta dominion. - Nor 


did the G8djrat meet with a better fate: the Marhattas availing themſelves of 


Abi-ſing's incapacity and neglect, made themſelves maſters of the whole coun- 
try; and this conqueſt, which occafioned an n of loſſes to the inhabitants, 
reſerved only to exhibit in glaring colours, all the incapacity of the miniſter, 
and all the weakneſs of the adminiſtration. To remedy fuch diſorders 
required the ſtrong hand of yalor, and the curbing graſp of zeal and pro- 
" weſt; but this was more than could ho expected from a ſet of men deſti- 
tute of perſonal courage, and loſt to all ſenſe of honor. And indeed what 
figure can the fox cut in the lion's den? and what can be expected from a 
wooden {word.oppoled to a keen ſteely- blade? Qhancio8ran having fancied to 
Himſelf that-the evils that were undermining the Empire of Hindoſtan could 
be remedied by dint of policy; and loſt countries, recovered by art and cunning, 
expected to bring FED thing into order again by a knack at negotiation, and 
by tricks of leger-de-main: he even had the folly to think that ſuch powerful 
enemies as Nizam-e-mulk and the Marhattas, might be reduced to order by 


keen raillery, and Aaurd by a battery of bon mots playing 1 in proper time. 
This 


This was juſt lighting a fire upon the ſurface of 4 piece of water. But in ge- 
neral this miniſter was excedingly unlucky : every ſcheme which he project 
ed, turned out to the detriment and diſhonor of che Empire; 1o that the fac- 
tious grandees, ſenſible of che debility of adminiſtration, were confirmed in their 


ſchemes of independence and revolt: the field of diſſention grew wider and 


wider; and the materials of a revohuion becoming daily more abundant, f: cem- 
ed now to be aſſembled in heaps. Such a ſlate of things required quite 
another man than Qhandõg ran: and to lop of that towering tree of infubordina- 


; 8 
tion and independence which was perpetually ſhooting forth new branches on 


all ſides; required the finewy arm of ſome active valorous prince, who after hav- 
ing felled it down, with repeated blous of his battle axe ſhonld find ſigacity 
enough in himſelf to dig out all its roots, and to tear them one by one; 
| Nothing les could anſwer the neceſſities of the ſtate than the exertious of ſuch 
vigorous miniſters, as a Zolficar-ghan. and a Hoſlein-aly-qhan, two men, 
who with a ſtrong arm, would have bent the necks of eee, within 
the firing of their bows, and ſtrangled i it at once. 


Txz Marhattas now : eſtabliſhed i in their conqueſts of Malva and G8ijrat, 8 
found their views enlarged; and encouraged by the ſtillneſs and puſillanimity 


ol an adminiſtration that ſeemed motionleſs, and gave but faint figns of life, 


they now commenced afpiring to ſome more acquiſitions, being, continually = 


buſy in providing quarrels with the Imperial governors their next neighbours: 


little by little they ſtretched their feet within the frontiers of the province, of 


Ecber-abad and Ilah-abad,drove the Fod id ars next to their o conqueſis and 


inſenfibly extended their limits to che detriment of the Imperial territory. Whalit 


the Marhattas were perpetually enc coaching on the Imperial territory, Mah- 
med.- -qhan-bangaſh, ſtiled the Gbazenfer-djung, or Lion in war, had aſſem- 
bled a good army from his on clan, that is from the Rohilla Afghans, and 
a train o artillery from his fortreſſes, which he marched into the country of 
Burdeleund,! a dependence of Ulah-abad, with intention to make a conqueſt 
of 
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ef it, and to drive away the Radjas Cheterſal and Naga, the moſt powerful 
Princes of that region. He advanced into the very heart of the country, made 
himſelf maſter of all the ſtrong holds; and baring ſeized on the capital, he 
reſolved to take his rainy- quarters in it, in order to accuſtoin his new ſujet. 
to the yoke. The diſpoſſeſſed Radhas with the other princes of that tract, 
ſenſible of the weakneſs of the Empire, and making as little account of the Mi- 
niſter's reſentment as of his influence and attention, turned their views to- 
wards the Marhattas of the great Nagp8r (227): (a city and region that ought 
to be reputed a dependence of Aoteng-abad, fince it is in the Province of 
Barar, which is on the back of the Bundelcund;) or poſſibly they applied to the 
generals left by Badjirao at Oodzein, the capital of his new conqueſt of Matya. 
Be it as it may, the diſpoſſeſſed Radjas, on promifing u ſum of money and a 
ceſſion of part of cheir territory, obtained an army of Marbattas, with which 
they returned into Bundelcund „where Mahmed-qhan-bangaſh, had thought 
himſelf ſo ſecure in his conqueſt, that he diſmiſſed the greateſt part of his 
Afghans to their homes, retaining only a ſmall body; and as he had been 
too little time in the country to be informed of all its inlets and | paſſes, the 
di poſſeſſed princes found means to be upon him, before he liad any advice 
of their coming. He had hardly time to mount his horſe and to march with 
what little force he found under his hand ; but being ſoon. — * powered 
by numbers, and obliged to quit the field, and to think of ſome place of 
ſhelter, he after wandering two or three days, found a fort called Djeit-gur, 
where he had juſt time to throw himſelf with his troops and followers, and 
where he was immediately beſieged; and the Radjas with their Marhattas 


were ſo intent in their buſineſs, that not a blade of ſtraw could find its way to 
the fort. As a great multitude of all ſexes and ages bad taken ſhelter in it, 


_— "I * 1 1 8 — 
= ——— x „ 


Me Great Nagpocr is ſo called from its extent, and alſo to diſtinguiſh it from Chota or little Nagpoor, whichis - 
a town in the w2!tern dependencies of Bengal. Great Oagpoor is at four or five hundred coſſes ſouth weſt of 


Calcutta, and the reſidence of a family of Marhatta ry that are powerful and 28 to act almoſt indepen · 
dently from the court of Pona. 
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z ſcarcity of proviſions was ſoon felt; and it ſoon ended in a complete famine. 


Cows, horſes, and aſſes came ſoon to be eaten; things horrid became food; 
and a dead beaſt attraded a thouſand eyes. Nor was it poſſible to receive any 


ſupply without, or to get out of the fortreſs. Such a ſtate of diftreſs could 


not long remain concealed from Mahmed-qhan's family. On the firſt news of 


the blockade, his conſort and children had quitted Feroh-abad, the place of 
their reſidence, 100 had repaired to the capital, where with cries and teats 
they had implored the miniſter's aſſiſtance, and the Emperor attention; no 
man took notice of them, or minded their deſolation; and this forlorn farmly 
in deſpair, applied, as a laſt reſource, to their own tribe and clan, the Afghans 
of the Rohil-cund. The mother ſent her veil round auenpft their principal 
men; and Caim - qhan, the eldeſt ſon, addreſſed them himſetf. Such a ſpec- 
tacle produced a full effect; the Afghans touched with the deep diſtreſs of fo 
principal family, reſolved to make an effort in its behalf, and to fave 
their countrymen from impending deſtruction; and having put up with the 
little money and jewels which the mother and ſon could afford to diſtribute 


amongſt them, they aſſembled in numbers, and appointed that ſon himfelf to 


lead them to action, as their general. The Afghans by inceſſant marches, ar- 
rived in the nick of time, attacked the beſiegers, and getting to-the gate of 
the forterefs, they drew out Mahmed-qhan-bangaſh and their countrymen, and 
cartiedthem fafe to Ilah · abad: an action ever memorable, by which this worthy 
ſon immortalized himſelf, in ſaving his father's life. But the miniſters likewiſe 
performed their part from the capital; and as a punition to Mahmed-qhan- 
bangaſh, for his having miſcarryed in his expedition, loſt a battle, and ſuffered 
himſelf to be blockaded, | they deprived him of his government of Ilah- abad; 
which was  trasferred to Ser-b8lend-qhan, whole miſdemeanors were now for- 
given. "Thi general accepted the em ployment, but ſent thither his ſo n, Qhane- 
zad- qhan, as his deputy; and himſelf remained in the capital, but however, 


- vithout much appearing at Court, his diſcontent being ſuch that he moſtly 
kept himſelf in his own houſe. - A 
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Strange events 
at the end of the 
year 1135, and 
at the beginning 
of the next. 


—T NGE accident cloſed rhe end of this year, the Qhaſſ. qhana of Hai. 
- Eer-c8ly-qhin's (228); took fire of iſelf, and ſmethered\ias maſter. But the be 
gining of the hekt-year, was no leſs remarkable in ſingular events: On Wed. 
neſday, the eighteenth of the ſecond Djetnady, inthe year't 7136, tub or three 
hours after ſun riſing, Mahmed-yar-qhan, Nephew to Shiiftah-qhan' the an. 
tient lord of lords, a nobleman who ſo early as the times of Aorengzib, had 
always enjoyed the government of the Province of Shah-djehar-abad or 


1 »l 8 
T HRE 8 ETI N 


Daehly, departed his life on a ſudden, and repaired. to the manſions of divine 


mercy; and a few days after, being à Friday; the office of Mrr-ateſhy or 
Grand Maſter of che houſchold and of the artillery, vacant by Haider-cblys 


qhan's demiſe, was entruſted to Muzafer-qhan (d), brother to Qbandög ran. 
In this ſame year the Magazine of powder that went by the name of BBrhan- 
el · mulk's, having taken fire, blew up, and carried with it the ſteeple of Fi. 


702-ſhaly's,, with the buildings , adjoining ; and the whole was torn from 
it foundmions and thrown at ſome diſtance. Inthis year alſo the brave Nec 
eddin-aly- qhan repaired to- the manſions of divine mercy; and his go- 
vernment of Adjmir was beſtowed on Mozafer-qhan, who was already en- 


truſted with the high office of Mir. atefhy or Grand Maſter of the Im perial 
houſehold. On the Wedneſday of the tenth of the fecond Djemady, in the 


year 1141, the Emperor felt an acceſſion of fever and fickneſs; but it ended in 
a full recovery. In the ſame year, being the month of Sbaabanz; news came 


45 court that the Marhattas of G8djrat, had advanced into the cotitiguoits 
phe country of Radja Abi- -ſing's. The Gentoo Prince who had juſt been ex- 


pelled from chat kingdom, finding bis eee ee ob- 


(249) A TOO is a ſmall room made up of four walls and 8 dent 7 7 the n of which are 
folely, of Qhaſs, a long graſs, that ſinks de: p in the ground, and exhales an agreezble- ſmell, T heſe walls 
Veing conſtantly kept ſprinkled with plenty of water in the hgt weather, emit by their innumerable 
m. erſtices a ſweet ſ-ented Zephir, that lulis the ſoul. to, Neep, while travellers fall dead on the high way, 
and poor labouring people, periſtr by ſcores. General Carnac once demanded of Shudja-eddbulah whether he 


— 


ſuffered moſt from heat or from cold? from neither, anſwered the Hindoſtany pritice : I make my own cli- 
mate. The walls are only one inch PO Were bound with twine, may be put - up and folded down > rants 


like thoſe of a tent. 5 — | G0 38 * BSE 0 
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tuned leave, and TITTY in all ſpeed to Djoddhi. $8r-Merta, his it 
About the end of this ſame year, it being a Friday, che Pendjabi ſhoe-ma- 
kers and ſome other Muſſulmen tradeſmen, riſing in a body, excited a great 


diſturbance. In the diforders uſual in the days of Hooly (227), one of their 
bedy, a man highly reſpected for his having been in pilgrimage to Mecca 
(228), happened to be killed by the Gentoo jewellers, and that too, umjuſtly; 


his brethren ſhocked to ſee their complaints unattended- to by a ſet of inatten- 


tive miniſters, who rather inclined to favor the advetſe party; and unmind- 
ed by a groupe of grandees, little addicted to religious conſiderations, and 

who payed no attention to the account chey would have one day to render in 
che other world; left the body for three days together unpurified and unburied 
(229), reſolved not to meddle with. it, unleſs they had revenged the man's 
death. The grandees, taken up, every one of them withconcerns of their own, 
were buſy amongſt thernſelves - and not one of chem thought of affording either 


Juſtice or conſolation to thoſe injured people. The ſhoe-makers incenſed at 


fach a neglect, raiſed a ſedition, took poſſeſſion of the great moſque and for- 


bade divine ſervice to be performed or any prayers to be ſaid, or any body of 


Muſſulmen to afſemble there, until their wrongs were redreſſed: the Cazi of the 


f —— 


4 


(227) The Hooly is a Gentoo fellival where not on'y gaming is allowed for turee days, but all kinds of rioting 


Great ſeditioa 
at Dehli, on ac» 


count of a Hadjiy 


and diſorders, ſuch however as may be expected from a nation of an amazing: meeknefs and a prodigions tame- 
neſs. Yet frays happen ſometimes b:tween tha Geato's, on one hand whe holy days being fixed on ſolar calcu- 
L tion, are immobile, ane the Muſſulmen on the other, whoſe feſtivals aud ther ceremonies, being lunar, wander 
throughout the whole year The Hoolylaſts three days, the thir of which at about eleven at night, they burn it, that 
is the populace, naked, and beſmeared with duſt thrown at each other by hand ulls, b rn doors of ſtraw, itragling 


wood and any thing - combuſtible they can find or ſnatch at. Once in my time there happened a fray between” 


the Maſulmen that were in the'r Muharrem or days of mourning, andthe Gentoos that were in their Hooly or 
days bf frolic; ami both parties app'1ed to an Englihman, the chief or Governor ofthe country. At what time 
aſked the Governor does your feſti al fall every year ? at this very time, anſwered the Gentoos, and never at any 

other. And your mourn ng, at what time does 't recur every year ? ſometimes at one ſeaſon, and ſometimes 
at annth-r, anſwered the Mu ulmen. Then, your mourning ſa:d the Engliſh man, is the agreſſing party, and it is 
you that are in the wrong: an anſw r that did honour to the man's good eule, and qua hed the diſſention. 


228) kvery one that goes to Mocca nt perform: DH ms there, lets his beard grow and prefixes the word 
Haji or P. Ig i im, to his nane; and this name is held in veneration, _ t , | 
; 1 

(223) The bo y of a Muſulman deceaſe d i is immediately haves” waſhed with A great deal of water ae open 
it, ud a quantity of dry d rolefleaves and other ſweet ſcented things are put under his armpits in bits of cloth, and 


other parts of his body; nor can it be buried unleſs theſe rites have been performed, as well as many others. 
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city having attempted tq pacify them, met with nothing but inſüiſts and dit. 
graces” The tumult being upon the increaſe, at laſt attracted the attention of 
the Court; and Camer- eddin-qhan the Vezir, as well as Zaafer-qhan the mi- 
niſter, were ent on a Friday to perform their devotions, and to ſee divine fervice 
performed in the Cathedral. They came wich their. own retinues and a number 
of other Lords, and were preparing to conimence prayers, when the affficted 
and much injured people, commenced curſing and reproaching them for their 
mal · adminiſtration as well astheir ſhocking ſupineneſs and odious luke. warmneſs 
| n what ever concerned Religion; and proceeding from words to deeds, they fell 
8 | upon them and put them. to flight. Zaafer- qhan being cloſely purſued, took 
[ ſhelter under the bucklers of the Afghan ſoldiers that accompanied him; the 
wjpoemakcts purſuing their blow, continued throwing their flippers: at thoſe 
guards and at the Lords and their ſoldiers, and put them to flight again. The 
Vezir alone, ſtood his ground; and on his ordering ſome unboxed rockets to 


be fired and thrown over their heads, the ſeditious were reduced to ſilence, and 

N 207 impreſſed with ſome fear, and the tumult ſubſided a little; che Vezir finding 
| 8. is appeaſed them reduced to ſome order, addreſſed them in modeſt terms; and by employ- 
Camerreddio ing, by turns, expreſſions of ſeverity and conſolation, he prevailed upon them 

; to diſperſe. The Poet has ſaid : 


| « Firmneſs and condeſcendence muſt be employed together : 
i : + The Chirurgeen that opens the vein brings his bandage with him.”” 


The tumult had riſen to ſuch a height, that moſt of the. grandees were inſulted ; 
1 and as the people were preparing to proceed, farther, forme great event. 
| as terrible as the day of Judgement might have taken place, but. for the 
i Vezir's exertions. 
| | Arx the end of the year, between the months of Shevval and Zilcaadeh, 
| there aroſe for forty days together out of the ground, ſuch. an abominable 
| ſtench all over the city, that the poor and rich being equally affected by it, 
were attacked by an epidenucal feyer that filled the houſes with fick; the 
ſhops 
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ſhops and markets were fhut up; the ſtreets became deſart, and the city look 
' ed like a place forſaken by its inhabitants. People ſaid that they had never 
ſeen or heard of fuch-a-calamity. The ſtench and fiekneſs (230), commenced at 
Patna, and Hah-abad, from whence it proceded to Echer-abad and Dehly, and 
continued ſpreading over Paniput and Serhend, until it extended to Lahor, 
where it ſtopped. By a favor of divine providence, none of the fick died; they 

all recovered, except a very few, whoſe laſt hour was already arrived. This 
ſtrange event was followed by a ſtranger one; the winter proved ſo very ſevere 
this year in Shah · djehan· abad and old Dehly, and its environs, that the water 
would. freeze in veſſels of copper which were all burſt. Running epd, 

and the river itſelf froze hkewiſe. This happened for three nights together in the 

month of Redjeb. of che year 1143. It alſo rained i ice in ſeveral places: this 

frightful year ended by an expedition which the Emperor undertook. 

O a Tueſday, being the fifth of Redjeb, of the year 1145 of the Hedjra, he 
ſet out of che Citadel of Shah djehan- abad with his Vezir, Camer-eddin- qhan, 
the Lord of Lords Qhando8ran, and his whole court, and marched to Eaz- 
abad and Berhot and Soniput, where he encamped, pending a whole. 
month in che pleaſures of a general hunting. Returning from thence, he alight- 
ed at a ſeat and garden called. Betal-caatra (2 31), where he amuſed himſelf 
with the beauty: of the place: from thence he advanced to the banks of the river 
Djumna, which he croſſed at Feroh-bahſha's feat and garden, where heſtayedten 
or twelve days. There, hearing that the Marhattas had made an incurſion as far 
as Ecber-abad, he refolved to march and to chaſtiſe that race of free-booters; and 


advancing two ſtages more as far as the little river. of Heniden, he encamped 


— EY 
LS —— 


— — 


(2 30) It is remarkable that the famous p ague of the twelf:h Century that depopulated all Aſia and all Europe 


commenced by another ſuch ſtench which came out of the ground, on the North of China and ſpread all over 
the northern world. 


(231) Betel-caatra the name of a ſeat and garden at ſome diſtance from Shah-djehan-abad or Dehly. It muſt 
be obſerved that all gardens, and ſeats in Hindoſtan are open 79 all Comers ; nor does it require the owner's leave to 
go in, and to amuſe one's ſelf with dancing, muſick, and entert+inments from morning till ſunſet, Ko gardeny 
an artficial pond, a well, and a cyſtern, are always deemed pious and public works. 
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at the Sera (2 24) of Bunghil, where he ſtopped ſeven or eight days. But the 
iree-booters having diſperſed and quitted thoſe parts, on the report of his 
march, he returned by Talputt to Feridabad, and on the month of Sevval, he 
under the auſpices of fortune and protPerity; alighted at his * the ſeat of 
glory and royal Pomp. 
Tuts hunting party of the Emperor 8 ſcemed to be 601 a prelude to ſome- 
thing more ſerious: for on the ſixteenth of Ramazan, i in the year 1146 of the 
Hedjra, about three hours and a half after ſun-riſfing, Muzafer-qhan, brother to 
Qhand68ran and Grand-maſter of the houſehold, received orders to. march 
and chaſe the Murhattas; he was inveſted with a Quylaat, which he put 
on; and without giving himſelf time to go home, he marched at once out of 
the city and encamped at the ſeat of Diivandas. It is trae that the Marhat- 
tas, after having completed the conqueſts of G8djrat and Malva, had conti- 
nued their ravages and incurſions, on finding that no one moved from the 
capita] to oppoſe their ulurpations; but it is no leſs true, that they had been 
ſatisfied with ſettling contributions, and then had reſted à little: however, ſo 
ſoon as they ſaw that no notice was taken of their motions, they recommen- 
ced again, aſſumed the dominion of thoſe diſtricts, and by encroaching upon 
one or two teriftoiles more, they kept the Imperial frontier in a retrogading 


p-ſture; till at. aſt through perpetual encroachments and continued induſtry 


on one hand, and the mot ſhameful negle& and moſt barefaced ſupineneſs, 


on the other, they poſſeſſed themſelves of all the territories as far as G8aliar, 
which is a funous and import int fortreſs of Hindoſtan, and quite in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ecber-abad. Elated with theſe ſucceſſes, they talked of nothing 
but of new conqueſts, being encouraged thereto chiefly by. Nizam el-mulk | 
who blew the coals of animoſity and confuſion, and excited them inceſſantly 


to o new expeditions. The Marhattas, ſenſible of the weakneſs of the Empire, 


— 


— . 
— yy —_—_— — 


(214) A Sera, is a Ciravan Stra built of Rong, brick, or raw for the accommodation 0 ol travellers, Num- 
bers of villages arc built cloſe to them, as well as towns. 
and 


and. ootrrindenk of the puſillanimity of its miniſters, did chat as a compliment 
to Nizam-el-mulk's intereſts, which they would have done of themſelves 
without/any/fuch-motive or invitation: aſſured then of fo powerful a ſupport 
they advanced to the very gates' of Ggaliar, and puſhed their contributions, 
as far as Ecber-abad. on one fide, and as, far as Adjmir, on the other- Qhan- 
dogran, who was too knowing not to feel the conſequences of ſuch encroach- 
ments, but-who thought it improper: 40- march himſelf againſt them, ſent his 
brother Muzaſſer · qhan, to put a ſtop to thoſe encroachments: this was a man 
fo full of his own valour and proweſs that he endlefſly talked of it The 
Emperor diſmiſſed him with a deal of diſtinction; and he fer out at the head 
of the Impetial-troops, as well as of thoſe belong ng to ſeveral Lords, who to 
the number of two and twenty were commanded to attend him: ſo that the 
whole formed a fire ſpectacle, and a vaſt mukitude that covered the plain. 
Muzaffer-qhan inveſted with full power, and at the head of a numerous ar- 


my and a numerous artillery, put his foot in the ftirrup of authority and com- 
wand, and marched out to encounter the enemy, reſolved to give the Mar- 
hattas battle. But theſe free-booters accuſtomed to wage war only by ſkir- 
miſhes and incurſions, without ever coming to a general engagement, never 
made a ftand before him, but kept him marching and: purſuing, as far as Se- 
rondi, where Muzaffer-qhan: thought proper to ſtay. On this the Marhattas re- 
turned, ſurrounded his camp, and by continual ſkirmiſhes, fo ſtreightened his 
quarters, that provifions and neceſſaries became ſcarce in his army; but he con- 
tented himſelf with conſerving his perſon, and waiting for orders from his bro- 
ther and from the Emperor. An order for his return being at laſt arrived, he was 
ſal ĩsſied with bringing his army entire, and he returned to the capital, where on 
a Tueſday being the thirteenth of Muharrem, in the year 1147, he had the 
honor to pay his obeiſance to the preſence, and was complimented with a plate 
full of jewels and gems: after which, he repaired to his own palace which had 
been 


The Marhate 
tas continue 
their encroach- 
ments, and deſ- 
piſe the general 


{cat againſt 


them. 


290 nen en 
been at all times the ſcope of his wiſhes; and where alms were (233) diftre. 
buted by him, exvoſoes payed by his friends, and Nuzurs offered by his favo- 
rites and flatterers, in thankſgivings to providence for its exertions in extri- 
cating ſo illuſtrious a general from the manifold dangers-of that mighty expe. 
dition; all, all with one common voice extolled the amazing abilities and 
the aſtoniſhing conduct he had exhibited in that dangerous campaign ; and 
they. felicittated him and themſelves on his ſafe return, as on a piece of good 
luck that had been beyond their moſt ſanguine hopes: but yet people that 
knew the man, and were unconnected. with him, did not fail to mention often 
the following verſe; al 

© You to perform ſuch a buſineſs! Ts it ſs that the braves behave 2? 

This year the forgiven prince Aly-tebar (234) ſon to Aazem-ſhah, took his 
journey towards the manſions of divine mercy, it being the ſixth of Moha- 
rem, and he was buried cloſe to his mother Kerpa-p8ry (235), in the Mau- 
ſoleum ſhe had built for her ſelf. On the twenty fourth of the ſecond Djema- 
dy in the ſame year, the truſt worthy of the Empire, the Vezir Camer-eddin- 
qhan, and the Prince of Princes, Qhandög ran, were both appointed to chaſ. 
tiſe the Marhattas. Both theſe heroes ſer out together, and after having ſought 
the Marhaitas for a long time together, they returned to the city together; 
and this expedition ended like that of -Muzafer-qhan's. On the return of 
theſe generals to the capital, the accurſed free-booters attacked and => 
the town of Sanbehr, which is only at a hundred coſſes from Shah-djehan- 


<omoll 
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abad. The Fojdar of that place, by name Fahr8, to redeem himſelf and 
45 | the town from ſack and plunder, agreed to give them four elephants, and three 


lacs of rupees, with ſome other elfects; and he punctually performed his part: 


———_ 


See the remark 59, Section 7. 
(224) The word forgiven is uſed out of reſpect, and fignifies the deceaſed. Aly Tebar, Ggnifies of illuſtri- 
| ous race, and alſo of high deſtiny. 
| . (235) Kirpa-p8ry is e rtainly a Gentoo name; and ſhe muſt have been either a Gentoo Princeſs, who would 
| | not, like the others, aſſume a Muſſulman name, or ſome dance-woman, taken into the Seraglio- 
| but 


| 
| : 
| (233) Theſe exvotoes and ceremon:es are cuſtomary when a man comes back from a an expe or a voyage. 
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but the freebooters after having been payed to the full, layed their hands up- 
on his perſon, and plundered him fo effectually, that he was left with no other 


property in-the world, than the clothes on his back. The Cazy or Chief juſtice 


of the place, unwilling to truſt to thoſe infidels, gave way to what they. call 
in-Hindoſtan, a point of honor, that is, he put to the ſword his Conſort, his 


291 


children and his whole family ; and then taking to his arms, he with a few 


friends defended his houſe to the laſt drop of his blood; and it cannot be deni- 
ed, but that he behaved valiantly, and performed feats of proweſs and bodily 
ſtrength. It was after ſuch calamities all over the Empire, that the elements ſeem- 
ed to have conſpired againſt the inhabitants of the capital. On the eighteenth of 
the ſecond Reby of the year 1148, in the evening of the Wedneſday, a rain 
| commenced that continued for thirty hours together with ſo much violence, 
that moſt of the houſes fell down in the capital ; and the little ſtream at the 
Sera of Roſhen-Arà, roſe to luch a heighth, that ſeveral ſtreams of five feet in 
depth, ran through all the ſtreets: and news came that the city of Ecber-abad 
had likewiſe felt the ſame calamity at the ſame time. 3 
Wulst the Empire labored under the confuſion we have mentioned, and 
every one was making his particular profit of the troubles to Puſh his own 
point, no wonder that a Zemindar, that is, a man reſtleſs and refractory by na- 
ture and by trade, ſhould aſpire at independence. Adjadj8, a Zemindar of the 
Checlaw of Corra, availed himſelf of the weaknels of the miniſtry, to revolt 
againſt the Fodjar of that diſtrict, under whoſe command he was; and ha 
ving killed him, and plundered bus effects, he moreover took poſſeſſion of 
| his family. The Fodjdar was no leſs a perſon than Djan-neflar-qhan, brother 
to the Vezir-Camer-eddin-qhan. The latter ſhocked at the enormity of the 
crime, ſent Azim-ollah- qhan his kinſman, to puniſh the Zemindar, and to 
reſcue che deceaſed's family and conſort from his bands. But Adjadj8 who 
was accuſtomed to miſchief, and knew how far he had become obnoxi- 
ous, quitted his uſual reſidence to Azim-ollah-ghan, and retired to ſome} part 
of 


A terrible 
rein of thirty 
hours. 
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of his country which he knew, to be ol diflicult acceſs. This retreat having) be- 
trayed Aznmn-olah-qhan' into a miſtake of the hans being hut of linle-con- 


ſequence; he concluded that. his commiſſion was not an object worth, tis while, 


and, he made only a, ſhort ſtay in the country; where he gef: Qbadiemeheg- 
quan, a; T8ranian, with, ſome ocher commanders, whilſt, himſelf was repair. 
ing to che capital. But no ſooner did Adjadj8 hear of the other's departme, 
than become prouder than ever, he yielded to. the violence of his tem- 

per, and quitting his ſtrong holds, he ſuddenly fell upon Qbadjem beg: qhan, 
* his troops, which he put to the ſword. Camer-eddin-qban on hearing 
ſuch an intelligence, was confounded; but being himſelf too deficient in per- 
ſonal courage and in firmneſs of mind to remedy evils of ſuch, a nature, he 


applied to Saadet:qhan,, Governor of A8d, whom he entreated, if he had 


any regard for the Mogul. name, and any zeal for the Mufulman religion, 
to come and chaſtiſe that turbulent ſcelerate. Saadet -qhan, who was a man 
of perſonal proweſs, and a zealous aſſertor of his Religion, no ſooner receiv- 
ed che letter, 3 he reſolved to undertake the expedition. He was alread y up- 
on his march to the capital on ſome other buſineſs, when receiving Camer- 
eddin-qhan's letters, he quitted the main-road, and ſtruck upon his right, 
with intention to chaſte the Zeinindar. The latter wanted to amuſe this ge 
neral alſo wich fair words; but finding that the other would not catch at ſuch 
a bait; ; and being beſides a man of much pride and courage, as well as elated by 
his late ſucceſſes ; he refolved to ſtand his ground and to fight: and he only 
waited for the enemy's arrival to commence the attack. It happened that 
the Viceroy fatigued with his day's journey, was, juſt reriring to his tent to 
take ſome repoſe, when Adjadj8* s ſpies, who were juſt at hand, went and in- 
formed cheir maſter that the Viceroy was a tall ſtout man, dreſſed in green, 
with a flowing white beard ; and they added that he had juſt got into his 
tent. The Zemindar who juſt waited for ſuch an.opportunity, getting directly 
from out of his ambuſcade, preſented himſelf at the head of his troops. On 

ſight 
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ght of this Saadet-qhan got upon his Elephant, and was exerting himſelf in | 


putting his troops in battle: he advanced with what people were at hand, and 
in the condition they were at that time. - It happened that Saadet-qhan hav- 
ing ſtripped himſelf of his duſty clothes, had juſt put on awhite apparel ; and 
that one of the foremoſt. of his commanders who advanced to engage, 
was Ab8-t8rab-qhan, the T8ranian, one of his ancient and beſt officers, who 
was that day dreſſed in green, and was remarkable by a long flowing white 
beard, as well as himſelf. | Adjadjg having ſpyed that officer upon an ele- 


phant, took him to be Saadet - qhan himſelf; and with a number of bravoes 


chat followed him, he ran on a full gallop to that part; and ſoon joined the 
elephant, when brandiſhing his ſpear, he gave the old officer ſuch a violent 
blow, as pierced him through and through, the ſpear coming out at his back, 


and lodging itſelf into the board of the hiodah. Saadet-qhan's foremoſt troops 


intimidated by the man's proweſs; and by the execution done by that ſelect 
body which accompanied him, commenced to fluctuate, and to loſe courage; 
when Saadet · qhan himſelf with a choſen band flew to their aſſiſtance; and 
after having diſcharged ſhowers of arrows on him and his followers, he cloſed 


at-once with him, and engaged Sabre in hand. At this very moment a Gen- 


too officer, called Durdjun-ſing, a relation of the Zemindar's, but from a long 
time in Saadet-qhan's ſervice, having diſcovered the man, pointed him out to 
his maſter, and ſpurring his horſe, . he engaged him with reproaches mixed 
with blows; and Adjadj8 receiving at the {ame time two wounds, one by a 
ſtroke from Durdjan-ſing, and another by an arrow from. Saadet · chan, 
fell down and Was under trodden. From this moment R zephir of victory, 
ſeemed gently to raiſe the drooping ſtandards of that General; and the divine 
favout blowing in full upon his troops, gave his troops a complete victory. 

The victorious General took poſſeſſion of the .enemy's camp, and ordered 
the Zemindar's head to be ſent to the Emperor, and his ſkin ſtuffed with 
traw to * e keen to the Vezir: after which leaving to Ab81-Manſsr- 
V y qhan 


8 


The Zemin- 
dar is chaſtiſed. 


| allein parts of the Empire, which after having lain in obſcurity and oblivi- 
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: cis depHe ard ſon in [6/8 grellen gate ® Etro; Sr che büm 
d bf che county; he purfuedt Hit March to tft capfrtt; And Gn che Nventh 
of Recheb in this Hime yer he pay dd hig Beyfiintt T6 the Emperor, to whoin 
Ne plefegted 4 NAU f bne thank and fte Brees, wich u Curio 
e nd abte. The Empefor honcred im with & fich Qyläat; tö which 


He added A pbinatd and a fabre; entiched with jewels; 4 horſe and an elephant. 


Tb Roh Re be was fbeälled to the Hehe gain by letters fHoin ABDBEMAan. 
Tör-qafli Noc Stieh-Abdbfläh, and front fomelothier Cötitnanders ofhis, whs 
Fepeatediy informed Hitt n om a peg my called to his 


f 2 1 


aſſſtanice, dere at hand. 07 TOURY Hals HO nn rai boy 
Ax ov i chis time, it being thefixth of Zilcaad inthe tee 
en a particular friend of Qhandögran's, and a ſhrewd, ſubtile, well. 
ſpoken man, was diſpatched to Radja Djchi-fing- ſevai, and to Badhiräo the 
Marhatta Generalifttno, which latter had been heretofore {ent by the Radja 
Sahoo, with” orders to make conqueſts i in Hindoſtan. The envoy was entruſted 
by the Emperor with a patent for the two provinces Malva and G84 fat, 
which Badjirao held already by the tenure of the word, and with a'commil. 
fion to gain that general over to the Imperial ſervice; by a promiſe of mighty 


honors and a variety of rewards; Radja Djehi-ſing' 8 part was to act as medi- 
It \ was in this ſame year and on the fourteenth of Zilhid), 


ator in "this Ai. 
at about chree hours before midnight, that Zaafer-qhan departed his life: a 
Lord that had acquired a character for many valuable qualifications, but eſ- 
pecially for his munificence and the benignity of his diſpoſition: He had 
contrafted a an intimacy with Shah! 'bigah, a Fakir, whom he had made the di- 
rector of his conſcience, having Gen him for his Tutelar faint, and ſubmitted 
| to his direCtions 1 in every thing. Bur 1 it 1s time now to exve thoſe ſmall occur- 
rences, (and indeed whatever came to Pals at the capital had this long while 


ceaſed to deſerve a better appellation) ; and let us turn our eyes towards choſe 


On 


Þ» 
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on lor ſuch a length of titre; now emerged: as once 10 hero a lheatre fertile 
in thoſe: important events that ha ve pA d tlie way dr the: conqueſt, Which 
ſtraſigers have made in chem, and iich. they have ſtretcheqꝭ as far as the neigi- 
bourhood of the capital bf Hindeſtan The ſcene opens at Auimabad. 
1 af not informed which governors facceded Nuſtęt - yar- ban in the po- 
vertiment of that prbbinge: 1 only Know chat ig the year, 1149 Fahr-edd6- 
1ah, brother to. Zaaſer· an, having obtained che govermment of ĩhat pre- 
vince remained ve ers in it; but as he gra- man chat could neither read 
nor write, and was Ighe headed beſides, his a ions ſavorectlof neglect and 
ignorance. He was alſo very proud aud very prone to anger: and at the 
ſame time ſo inconſillerate, that ſor a ſmall ſubject ; he fell out with? Sheh- 
Abdollah, a man of conſequence in thoſe parts, vho ſecmed to be the main 
hinge of all the government · huſineſs in that province; for be had been for 
a length of time-adways,cniployed by every governor; cithar:as his deputy, ar 
as a gefieral-farmer of the Revenue: he had connections with almoſt all the 
Zemindars, vas greatly reſpected by every one of them, and had acquired che 
good will of the troops, as well as of every individual in the province; where 
he was univerſally reſpeced. Fahr- eddòg lah incited hy a ſenſe of jealouſy, 
ſer up ſeveral chicannes againſt him, and be made him" ſo uneaſy, chat the 
other thought it expedient to quit his houſe at Azim- abad, (a houſe which he 
had bought with his own money,) and to repair to che other fide of the Gan- 
ga, where he had built a. müd fort, about the town of Sevan, and bought ſe- 
veral villages with a deal of glound, where he now-retired much diſcontented. 
The governor not ſatisfied with this retreat, croſſed the river after him , and 

| beſieged him in the ſaid caſtle; and he wanted no leſs than to obtain-poſſe(- 
ſion of the fort and to ſeize and ill uſe his perſon. The man reduced to ex- : 
tremities, applyed to. Saadet-qhan, governor of A8d, his next neighbour; 
to whom he. expoſed his ſituation, with the ſubje& of the difference: and on 
his — (cat for by him, he ſallyed out of the fort, forged Mie! bis paſ- 
CEE To ic ny _ age 
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ſage through-Fahr-edd68lah's camp, and elfefted. his retreat: bra valorous 
action, i in which he eluded : Falir- eddõglah's inimical deſigns, and approved 


himſelf a ſoldier as well as a financier. Sheh-Abdollah being arrived at Saad- 


et · qhan's court, was received with diſtinction and honour and the inimi- 


cal Governor having miſſed his prey, returned to the capital, where he 
ſome time after commenced a quarrel with Qhadja- Mutaaſſem, whom he 


greatly diſobliged. This Qhadja or Fakir, was no leſs a man than a brother 


of Qhand68tan' s. who under the garb of a Fakir, and the reſignation of a reli- 


gious retired flom buſineſs, lived at Azim- abad in all the {| plendor of a no- 
bleman ef the firſt rank. | Shocked at che imprudence and the . imperiouſ- 
neſs of the Governor 8 behaviour; -and at the levity of his actions, he quitted 


' Azimabad; and repaired to the capital, where on his brother's enquiring about 


tlie ſubject of his coming, the other informed him of the Governor's tyranical 


conduct. The miniſter who had already heard of it, procured Fahr-edd68- 


lah's diſmiſſion from his appointment; and having annexed the government of 
Azimabad to chat of Bengala, he ſent the patents of it to Shudjah-qhan, 

who on the demiſe of Djaafer-qhan, his father-in-law, had ſucceeded him in 
that government. And as thoſe Eaſtern countries are now going to cut a 
capital figure in our hiſtory, i will not be improper to introduce their actual 


ruler to the reader's acquaintance. | 
(236) SHUDJAH-EDDOSLAH, alias Shudjah-qhan, 8 then S8bahdar or 


| Ja of Bengala, was a native of B8champ8r,, a city in Decan; and by 


origin, an Afshar, which is a tribe of Turks dwelling in Qhoraſſan, a pro- 


vince of Iran (237): he was one of the principal men of that city; and 


— 


— 


(36) His titles were Muatemen-el-mulc—Shudjati-ed-d81a,—Shudjah-ed-din-Mohammed-qhan, Bahadyr,— 
 Aſed-djung. The truſt worthy of the Kingdom, the valorous of the Empire, the brave Shudjah eddin-Moham- 
med-qhan. The lion like in battles. 5 28 


(237) The Qhoraſſan, or Eaftern parts of Iran or Perſia, as well as the noctifern ones of that Empire, from 
Tarviz to Meſnhed are full of Turkiſh tribes that i habit tents moſtly, and ſeldom follow any other profeſſion 
than that of ſoldiers; ſhepherds, and huſhandmen. Thoſe are the ſoldiers that fill the Perſian armies; for the 


originary Parſiar s T2 de nv a count 0% and are called Hats, Taats, or Tradeſmen, and Tadj ks or Burghers by deri- 


Fon; altho' there are fome Perſian tribes that are excellent ſoldiers, for inſtance, the Bahtyaries or Bahtrians which 
ws 12 Mountaneers, and yet all cayalry. 0 was a Bahtyari, or Lori; * Nadyr-ſhah, was an Afſhar, 


having 
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having contracted an alliance with Djaafer- qhan another man of conſequence 
of the fanie city, he lived with that Nobleman, who in Aorengzib's time 
had become Divan of Bengala, and in proceſs of time, had obtained like- 


wiſe the Nizamet, or Military Government of the ſame province (238). 
By means of the alliance between them, every preferment obtained by Djaafer- 
quan proved an acceſſion of influence to the ſon-in-law likewiſe ; and the father- 
"in-law having joined in his perſon the diſtinct offices of Divan and Nazem of 


the two Goyernments of Bengala and Srefla, procured the S8bahdary, or 


Viceroyalty of che latter province for Shudjah-qhan ; who went and eſtabliſh- 
ed his reſidence there,” not only in order ro inſpect himſelf the affairs of his 
Government, but” alfs becauſe there had ariſen ſuch a diverſity of tempers and” 
opitiions between: theſe noble perſons, that they could no more live together 
upon che terriscof concord which decency preſcribed; the ſon-in-law there- 
fore wiſhedotolive at a diſtance from his father-in-law. He vas a man of 4 
moderat temper and a lover of juſtice ; and he bore a character for many va- 
luabl# qualifications that had acquired him the eſteem and reſpect of all the 
; world. Dfaafer-qban Was the very reverſe of him, and univerſally known 
for ſuch. Kathie Tilbjedtofdiferrice was the diſlike taken at Shudjah-qhan, by 


his conſort Zihet: -eri-neffi-beguin (2 39 * daughter of Djaafer-qhan and mo- 
ther of Ser-efraz-qhan. This Princeſs, who was of a virtuous dif] poſition, and 
a pattern of chaſtity, had ker hearr Ulienated from her huſband, not only on 
account of his 5 upon ſuch ball t terms with her r father, but ef 3 on 
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* The 88 is the governor of t the province a military man who commands the troqps and fortreſſes, 
and inſpeRs the diſtributive juſtice. The Divan is the ſuperintendent of finances, ſomething very like the Inten- 


dant in France, but quite independent from the Nazem, on whom he is a check - Bu 2 a Governor Joins. 
both thoſe offices in his perſon, he is called a SSbahdar or Viceroy. as 9 


(239) Zinet-en-neſſa, ſignifies. the ornament, of the ſex. Begum, pronounced Biiem cy both Turks and Tatars, 
or Tartars, is A title of Turkiſh origin and the feminine of Beg, which ſignifies Prince, both in Tartary and in 
Turky, but means no more than a. trooper both i in Perſia ard in India, a trooper of Mogol origin. As to her 
* 5 incredible Aron for women, it is notorious That he could not live r . together without a 


5 5 .  , account 
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Origin of Ali- 
ver-di-ghin's fa- 
mily and power 


Ali-verdy ap- 
proves himſelf a 
man of great 
and many-fole 
a abilities. 
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account of his exceſſive proneneſs to the love of women. She parted wich 
him, and taking her ſon with her, ſhe choſe her reſidence in Moorſhoodabad, 
a city founded by her father, and named with his title which was Moorſhood- 
c8ly-qhan; where ſhe lived in great-ſplendor and where ſhe would have pro- 
bably continued to enjoy tranquillity, had not fate ſuſcited a man - predeſtin- 
ed to overturn her family, and to change the face of-theſe countries. There 
appeared at this time at court a perſon called Mirza-mahmed, hu ſband to a 
lady, who being herſelf of the Afshar tribe, was allied to Shudjah-ghan. | This. 
Mirza-mahmed had with him an elder ſon of his, by name. Hadji Ahmed, 
and a younger ſon Mirza-mahmed-aaly, ſince known under the name of Aly- 
verdy-qhan, and the title of Mehabet- djung. This Mirza- mahmed had been 
in the ſervice of Aazem-ſhah the forgiven; and on his maſter's death, he was 
reduced to the utmoſt poverty and diſtreſs, having lived a long time out of em- 
ployment, and being obliged to ſupport a family, equally numerous and in- 
digent. In this extremity Mirza-mahmed-aaly, ſon to Mirza-mahmed, betook 
himſelf to the expedient of ſending his mother and father to the. court of 
Shudþah-qhan; and this happened in the beginning of Mahmed-ſhah's reign. 
That governor glad to oblige a relation, coaferred ſeveral: favors on Mirza- 
mahmed, took him into his ſervice, and. ſhewed him ſo much kindneſs, that 
Mirza-mahm ed-aaly, the ſon, reſolved to repair likewiſe to the court of Ben- 
gal and 8refſa; a reſolution which he effected with the utmoſt difficulty, 
on account of his being intirely deſtitute of the means of performing ſo long 
a journey. He at laſt arrived at the court of Sreſſa; and being a man of 
a keen genius, of an infirmating turn of mind, and ofa temper capable of the 
moſt delicate affairs, to the niceties of which he knew how to adopt himſelf; 
he ſoon Joined to theſe civil qualifications, the military ones of an intrepid brav- 
ery, and an undaumed proweſs; and he acquired: ſo great a character, chat Shud- 


Jab- han congratulated himſelf on the acquiſition of ſo excellent a ſubject, 


and looked on his arrival as apon an event of unexpected good buck, that prog- 
noſticated 
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ofticate the riſe of his protectors family ; in ſo much that Mirza-mahmed- 


auly roſe in favor and in credit from day to day, and was promoted to the 


kicheſt offices; and now the plant of inclination and attachment having taken 
a firm footing between theſe two perſons, and its ſtrength having been tryed 
and confirmed by experience; Mirza mahmed- aaly ſent for his brother Hadji 
Ahmed, with the conſorts, children and relations of the whole family, which 
then lived at Shah-djehan abad; and the latter having accordingly aſſembled 
che whole of them „he travelled into Bengal, from whence he repaired to the 
court of 8refſa, where being arrived, he was, as well as his younger brother, taken 
into fa vour and promoted to offices and employments; and as the two bro- 
thers were both men of abilities, of much verſatility of mind, and of ſuch a per- 
ſervance as was capable of ſurmounting the greateſt difficulties, they ſtrength · 
ened ſo much Shudjah-qhan's government, as to become the foundation of 


that elevation to which it roſe in th: ſequel. Particular- arrangements were 


introduced into the department of finances, and the revenues greatly argumen- 


ted by their application and their induſtry ; but Mirza-mahmed-aaly,. who to 
the political abilities of his brother, joined a brilliant character, as a ſoldier, 


and had always diſplayed a greater extent of genius, than either his father or 


brother, came ſoon to eclipſe all his relations, as well as all the perſons in Shud- 
jah-qhan's ſervice, in ſo much that he became in time expoſed to the ſhafts of 


envy, both from relations and ſtrangers; this envy had riſen to a pitch, when 


his protector, who kept ſeveral of his agents at court, obtained for him a 


grade of honor with cke appellation of Mahmed-aaly-verdy-qhan (240): adiſ- 


tinction which jealouſy could not bear. 
ALL this while Djaater-qhan continued diſpleaſed with his ſon-in-law; and 


as his life was drawing to an end, he conceived the project of procuring the 


1 


Nizamet of Bengal for Ser- efraz · qhan, his grandſon by Zinet- en- neſſa: a young 


(240) Theſe words ſignify the qhan or Lord beſtowed by Aaly, or Aaly's gift Ferdy is Turkiſh for he gave, 
aud qban fignifies Lord or Prince Mabmed-Aaty are both Arabic. 


Uu 2 8 prince 
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his own ſon, 


Ser-efraz-qhan 
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prince; who had 8 the Divan-ſhip or Intendance of chat province: full of 
that ſcheme, he wrote to his agents at Court, and ſpared no pains and no ex. 
penſe to obtain an object that had now become the wiſh of his heart, and on 
the completion of which he expected to be ſucceeded by his grand · ſon in both 
thoſe offices. This project having come to the knowldge of Shudjah-qhan, 
the latter applied to both Aly-verdy-qhan, and to b Hadji Amed, his brother, 
for advice. The two brothers agreed in giving one and the fame counſel: 
and in pointing at one and the ſame method of ſucceeding they firſt of all, 
recommended ſome acquaintances of their's, men of talents, and of a ready 
ſpeech, to be diſpatched immediately to the court of Shah-djehan-abad, with 
fall powers to treat; and then, they brought the minutes of ſupplications which 


it became neceſſary to write to the Emperor, to the Vezir, and to the Prince 
of Princes, Qhandõ gran. Theſe were drawn up in an elegant, conciliating 
ſtyle, calculated to” ſooth and to perſuade: | and they requeſted the pa- 
tents of Divan and Nazeꝑn i in Shudjah-qhan's name, for both the provinces of 
Bengal and Oriſſa. With theſe credentials, che Envoys were diſpatched to 
the capital and ordered to make the utmoſt diſpatch.. Other truſty men 
of the military kind, were at the ſame time diſmiſſed upon ſome pretence from 
Shudjah-qhan's ſervicc, but in fact, were only diſpatched by various roads to 
Moorthoodabad, with orders to keep themſelves disjointed, but in the envi- 


rons of Djaafer-qhan's palace, ſo as to be night and day, ready to execute ſuch 

new orders as would be ſent after them. But as the rainy ſeaſon was at hand, 

and it was foreſeen that the innundation would neceſſarily preclude all com- 

45 3 munication from Cateck to Moorfhoodabad, a vaſt number of boats of all ſizes, 
and for all uſes, were therefore provided, and a multitude of boat men, aſſembled 

and kept in pay, to the end that on the very firſt intelligence of Daafer-qhan's 

demiſe, Shudjah-qhan might, without hinderance, proceed to Mooſhoodabad 

immediately. A ſecret poſt was alſo eſtabliſhed betwixt Cateck and Shah- 

Gchaz-abad, not only for the fake of EY as ſoon as poſlible the deſired 
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patents, but alſo for being every day furniſhed with intelligence from” both 
that capital and Moorſhoodabad. At laſt a letter of undoubted credit having 
informed Shudjah-qhan, that Djaafer-qhan had hardly five or ſix days to live, 
he ſet out from Cateck, taking with him Aly-verdy-qhan, and ſuch a number 
of friends and troops as he thought ſufficient, and he proceeded haſtily to Moor- 


ſhoodabad, fometimes by water, and ſometimes by land, juſt as opportunity 


ſeved. He had a ſon by a lady different from Djaafer-qhan's daughter : It was 
Mahmed-tacky-qlian, and him he appointed his deputy at Cateck. Whilſt 
he was proceeding with ſo much expedition, he received certain intelligence 
that Djaafer-qhan was dead; and a few days after being yet upon the road, 
he received the patent for which he had applyed to court. This ſpot proving 
ſo auſpicious to him he ſtopped a while, and called it, Mubareck-menzil, 


or the auſpicious ſtage.' From thence he proceeded with as much expedi- 


tion as a ſimple courier, and in a few days he arrived at Moorſhoodabad; where 
without giving himſelf time to take breath, he direftly repaired to the Che- 
| hel-(8t8n, a place raiſed by Djaafer- qhan on forty pillars (241) for ſuch ſolem- 


nities; and ſending for the Vacaa-naviſs or gazetteer, and the Sevanch-nuviſs or 


crown intelligencer, with ſome other crown-officers, and the principal men of 


the city, he produced his patents, got them read aloud by thoſe two officers, 


and having procured himſelf to be acknowledged as the lawful Sg bahdar of the 


two provinces, he took poſſeſſion of the Meſned, fat in it, and ordered the Impe- 
rial muſick to ſtrike-up-n rejoicing ; after which he received Nuzurs of acknow- 
ledgment and congratulation from every one prefent. What is very ſingular, 


is that, his ſon, Ser · &fraꝝ · qhan, an unſuſpecting young man, faſt aſleep in the lap 


of ignorance and ſecurity, and was actually at à country ſeat about two 
miles from the city, in the full confidence hat he was the deſigned and 
undoubted: heit of. Djaafer-ghan bis ber in his offices and 1 and 


— 


(241) Chichel ga fl ſignifies ies pillars: it was a building with a Kone Cordls, leaning on forty columns of 
ſtone, and open on. all ſides. This building get the ſite of what they call to day Seradj-eddoulat's palace, 
dut exiſts no more. | | | | 
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chat there was no man daring enough to diſpute his title; nor did he know 


Ser-Efraz-qhan 
ſubmits to his 
father. 


Excellent cha- 
racer of Shud- 


jah · qhan. 


any thing of what was paſſing within the city. The firſt intelligence he had, 


vas from the ſound of the Imperial Nagara (242) and from the muſick which 


had ſtruck up. Confounded and aſtoniſhed at the intelligence that was ſoon 

brought him, he ſtopped ſhort; and aſked his principal courtiers, and the 
principal officers of his troops, what they thought was to be done? moſt of 
them anſwered unanimouſly, © that as his father had received and proclaimed 
6 his patents; had taken poſſeſſion of the Meſned of command as well as of 
« the palace and the city; had been peaceably acknowledged ; and was 
«© maſter of the treaſury; there remained no other party, but that of ſub- 
e miſſion.” This unanimous opinion of their's having been ſubmitted to by 
the young man, he left his princely retinue behind ; and taking only a few 
ſervants, he advanced briſkly ; and whether he would or not, he kiſſed his 
father's feet, preſented his nuzur, congratulated him on his acceſſion, and 
dro pped every thought of diſpute and contention. This inauguration being 
over, Shudjah-qhan turned his mind, (and he had an excellent one) tow- 


ards putting in order the affairs of Government and finance. } 


" 


Hrs chief councellor and adviſer was Aly-verdy-qhan : But. he availed 


| himſelf likewiſe of the abilities of Hadji-ahmed, the latter's brother, and of 


thoſe of Riy-aalem-chund, an antient divan or miniſter of his, who was real- 
ly a Hindoo of merit, and ſuch as deſerved all the confidence and truſt repoſed 


in him. He alſo called to his councils ſeveral well-wiſhers of his, and eſpecially 


Djagat-ſeat-fateh-chund, a famous banker of thoſe days, whoſe wealth was | 
reckoned by corors, and who has never had his equal. Al this afliſtance 
was ' only for public buſineſs ; ; but in private matters, and in every difference 
between man and man, he would truſt to no one whatever; but ſending for 
the parties, and liſtening patiently and leiſurely to che tales of each, he ac- 
n Iman h the reaſons of both des, and with much ſlay der EY 
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up his concluſions from them, pronounced the ſentence, and had it executed 
with diſpatch and punctuality. No recommendation, no intreaties from the 
neareſt relation, would avail, if they proved to militate againſt the juſtice 
ariſing from a chorough examination of the caſe. His equity and humanity 
were no leſs conſpi picuous to the Zemindars and other land-holders of Bengal. 
Theſe under Djaater-qhan's adminiſtration had been moſtly kept in priſon and 
confinement, and tormented in ſuch a variety of manners, that it would be 
2 pity to ſpend any paper or ink in deſcribing or mentioning them. It is 
doubtleſs ſuch were the characters and morals that the Poet Ty had in 


view when he wrote theſe verſes : 


Never be guilty of ſuch actions as diſhonour your family and perſon, 
« For fear leſt people one day ſhould: curſe both your perſon and family, 


Shudjab-qhan, after having firmly eſtabliſhed his Government, diſmiſſed 
ſuch Zemindars and other land-hold ers, as he found to be inn ocent, and free 


from crime or fraud; as to che others, he ordered them to be all brought 


into his preſence and to form a circle round his perſon ; and this being done, 


he aſked them, how they would behave in future, ſhould he releaſe them 


from the miſeries of confinement and reſtore to them the bleſſing of liberty 
and the ſweets of free air? The poor people, who had been for years languiſh- 
ing in confinement, and had undergone a variety of torments and .racks, 
ſurprized at this addreſs , broke forth in encomiums on his generoſity and 
goodneſs ; and after ſupplicating heaven to grant him a long ſeries of prof pe- 
rous years, they unanimouſly raiſed their voices, and promiſed that hetice- 


forward they would pay their rents with a thouſand times more punctuality - a 


than chey had done heretofore, and would moreover, prove obedient and 


dutiful in whatever ſervices his goodneſs might think fit to command. This 


promiſe they couched down in a particular writing, which was authenticated - 
by the proper formalities, and after having oppoſed their hands and ſeals to it, 
they confirmed their promiſes with the molt ſacred oaths, and wh, the moſt 


ſolemn execrations againſt any one that ſhould ac contrary to its tenor This | 
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matter being; over, Shudja-qhan ſent for a number of rich Qhylaats, in which 
ey were dreſſed every one of thenx according to theirreſpective rank and 
flation; in ſo much, that there was not a man in that aſſembly that did not re- 
ceive a ſuitable preſent: after that ceremony they were all diſmiſſed to 
their regretted Homes, with injunctions to tranſmit henceforuards 2 rent by 
the means of Djagat- ſeat. 

II is in conſequence of ſo much benignity of temper, and fach x celeſtia} 
diſtribution of Juſtice, that the Kingdom of Bengal, which in books' is called 
the teneſtrial paradiſe, came to enjoy ſo much proſperity, as to exhibit ev E 
where an air of plenty and happineſs quite analogous to the title it bore. 
inhabitants of that happy region enjoyed under his government every eaſe and 
benefit, which a government founded on Juſtice and benignity could beſtow; 
and every one of them were unanimous in offering up their ſupplid 30 E 
heaven for his conſervation and proſperity. As ſoon as the Zemindars were 
diſmiſſed, he turned his views towards the diſtribution of offices and employ- 
ments; and firſt of all he continued his eldeſt ſon , Ser-efraz-ghan „in x the Di- | 
vanſhip of Bengal, as he did Mahmed-tacky- qhan, his ſecond ſon, i in the go- 
vernment of 8reſla, The government of Djehan- ghir-nagur-Daca he beſtow- 
ed on his ſon- in-law MSaſhood- C8ly-qhan. The family of his friend and fa- 
vorite Ali-verdi-qhan, could. not fail to partake of that diſtribution of graces | 
and employments; ; and as the favorite had three nephews, to whom he bad 
given his three daughters, chey were promoted equally. Siyd- -abmed-qhan, | 
ſecond fon of Hadji Ahmeded, was appointed tothe F odjdary of Rungpsr:; and 5 
Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, the youngeſt, to that of Acbar-nagur, vulgo Radjema- 
hal. But Nuvaziſh-mahamed-qhan, the eldeſt, was inveſted with the office of : 
Paymaſter of the forces (243). Theſe were particular offices: for in the general 
affairs of governabnt and e, he bad, formed a kind * council compoſed. | 


— TT : 
(243) The bannt; of che mrs very Efron adds as Mijor-general : Nay; at x Net, hs is Slope the ſecond ' 
commander of the wo Troperial 1 the WWufe or „ rn yr being the firſt, 
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of Aly-verdi-qhan—Hadji Ahmed—the Riy-rayan (244)—Aalem-chund, 
and the Djagat-ſeat-fateh-chund; and theſe were inveſted with the power of 
binding and looſing, and aQted as his chief miniſters. Matters remained in 
that ſtate, untill F ahr-edd681ah being diſmiſſed from his government of Azi- 
mabad, that province was annexed to the Viceroyalty of Bengal, and the 
patents of it were ſent to Shudja-qhan by Qhand68 ran, his particular pro- 


* 


tector. 
SAUDJA-QHAN on being inveſted with the new government, turned his 
thoughts towards diſcovering a proper ſubject to ſend thither, as his deputy; 
and ſeveral perſons were propoſed to him by his council, to all of whom he 
objected: at laſt he reſolved to ſend one of his two ſons. But Zinet-en-neſla, 
his conſort, would not conſent to her being parted from her ſon, who acted 
already as Divan of Bengal ; And on the other hand, ſhe objected to Mah- 
med-taky-qhan, as to a ſtranger; ſo that her huſband at laſt became of the 
{ame opinion. He reflected that the Bahar was a country that required a cur- 
bing hand; that it bordered on the A8d, the Ilah-abad, the Barar and the 
dependencies of Aoreng-abad, with the governors ef which countries, it 
ought to keep a correſpondence; and he concluded that ſuch a poſt could 
not be properly filled by any but by Aly-verdi-qhan. On his propoſing him 
to his council, his choice was unanimouſly approved, 'as none of his counſel- 
lors had any views of his own; and they payed many encomiums to the pene- 
tration of his mind, in ſingling out the very man wanted, The appointment 
being publiſhed, Shudjah-qhan reſolved to decorate Aly-verdi-qhan with 
new titles, and new honors, and dignities. The title of Bahadyr or valiant and 
that of Mehabet-djung, or the formidable and majeſtuous in battles; an 
addition to his military grade that ſhould raiſe the whole to the command of 


** 


— * 


(244) Riy-Riyan, is a title given to Gentoos only, and fignifies the Counſellor of Counſellors, Chief of 
Counſellors, . f | : 
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were the new honors which he wanted to confer upon him, and for which he 


miniſter. Qhand68ran. Zinet being informed of the new appointment, expreſ. 


patent of it, with an elephant, a ſabre, and a quantity of jewels. A number 


TEA BH STR 


five thouſand horſes: a fringed Paleky (245), a ſtandard, and a kettle-drum, 
immediately applied through his agents to the Emperor, and to his favorite 


ſed her approbation ; and willing to confer an obligation on Aly-verdi-qhan, 
ſhe ſent for him to the gate of her apartment, and having ordered a rich Qhy- 
laat to be put upon his ſhoulders, ſhe conferred upon him the Government of 
Bahar, as from herſelf (246). And it was only after this inveſture, that Shud. 
jah-qhan himſelf ſent for him, and preſented- him on his part alſo, with the 
Qhylaat of the Deputy-ſhip or Niabet of Azim-abad, to which he joined the 


of forces was appointed to ſerve under bim; after which he was diſmiſſed, 
with injunctions to bring the province under a proper order and ſubordina- 
tion. Hiſtory ought to remark that a few days before this elevation, 
a grand fon was born to Aaly-verdi-qhan from his youngeſt daughter (247), 
married to his youngeſt nephew, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan ; and as he had no 
ſon of his own, he called him Mirza mahmed, after his own name, adopt- 
ed him for his ſon, and had him educated in his own houſe. He aſcribed to 
his auſpicious birth, that ſudden flow of honors, dignities, and favors; and 
on that account he redoubled his affection for him. Aly-verdi-qhan before 
his departure obtained leave to carry with him two of his ſons-in-law, with 


* 9 


(245) The fringe of ſuch a Paleky, (for all Palekies have one) is made in the form of a net-work; the 
ſtandard, is a large one, always carried upon an elephant, and flit at half its length, The Kkettle-drum is made 
of beaten iron, and twice as big as an Engliſh one. | 11 

(246) This inveſture ſhews that ſhe thought herſelf, and was thought by her huſband and by others, the real 
and lole heireſs of Djaafer-qhan's Government and eſtate. Nor are ſuch inſtances uncommon in Indian h ſtory, 
or in the Eaſtern hiſtories ; nor is it extraordinary to ſee women take the lead in adminiſtration. The mother 
of the Turkiſh Emperor, then a minor, aſſembled the Grandees, and from behind a curtain, ſpoke to them, and. 
recommended to them diligence in their offices, and fidelity to her ſon, whom ſhe called her young Lion. 

(247) His youngeſt daughtcr was Amna-begum, who became famous in Moorſhoodabad after her huſband's 
death by her amours and gallantry..-ThisMirza-mabmed, is the ſame as Badſhah-C8ly-qhan, alias Seradj-· eddög ah. 


The reader will obſerve with wonder and amazement that, that child to whoſe auſpicious birth all the honors 
then heaped on his family were attributed, and at whoſe coming Into the world it made the firſt ſtrides towards 


dominion and ſoyereignty, proved to be the very perſon in whom both the family and ſovereignty ended for ever. 


0 Moorſhoodabad 
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ſeveral of his relations; and after a proſperous journey, he made his entry in 
Azim-abad : and having ſtayed a whole year in the province, he returned to 
Moorſhoodabad to pay his reſpects to his benefactor and maſter, was receiv- 
ed with every maik of diſtinction and favor, and ſent back to his Government; 
nor was it long before he received the patent of thoſe dignities and thole ho- 
nors that had been deviſed for him by his protector. He recieved from 
court the fringed Paleky, and the ſtandard and kettle · drum, with the other in- 
ſignia of his dingity; and theſe did not contribute a little to the exaltation of 
his character in the mir ds of the people, by adding fo much luſtre to his pomp 
and retinue. But he was not dazzled by them: being a man of wiſdom and 
induſtry, endowed with a lofty enterpriſing mind, ever intent on high de- 
ſigns, he ſoon obſerved how precarious was his ſituation; and he therefore 


commenced his adminiſtration by introducing order in the city, augmen- 


ting and inuring his forces, gaining the hearts of the ſubjects, attaching the 


military to his perſon, and chaſtiſing and bringing to order the Zemindars 
and other refractory perſons and inſurgents of the province. Above all he 
made it a ſtanding rule to bring into his ſervice as many military of character 
as he came to hear of in the neighbouring provinces; and by theſe means he 
in a little time found himſelf at tlie head of an army, well appointed, and fur- 
niſhed with every thing that could inſure ſucceſs. Intent on adding to his 
power, and preparing himſelf for higher atchievements, he was alert in chaſ- 
tiſing ſuch of his dependants as attempted to go aſtray from the path of duty; 
and he made them ſerve for an example. He had taken into his ſervice one 
Abdol-kerin-qhan, an Afghan Rohila, who commanded fifteen hundred of his 
countrymen, and had ſuch an opinion of his own ſtrength and proweſs, as to 
make little account of others; and in reality he deſerved the high opinion he 
had conceived of his own ſelf. Aly-verdy-qhan who had made uſe of him 
in many an arduous occaſion, could not be but ſatisfied with his ſervices; but 
he wanted likewiſe to reduce him to the rules of ſubordination, and to repreſs 
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that forwardneſs of his, which prompted him to ſtretch his feet beyond the 
carpet of obedience and ſubmiſſion. The Afghan proud of his proweſs, minding 
no ſuperior, and fearing no one, ſet his maſter at defiance, and continued to be 
guilty of actions that ſtrongly ſavored of an aſſuming refractory temper, and of a 
ſpirit of independence that ſpurned at controul. Aaly-verdy-qhan reflected, that 
to diſſemble witch him any longer would only add to his preſumption and excite 
that of others; and chat to connive at his exceſſes and inſolencies any more, might 
prove highly imprudent, and even dangerous; and he was convinced at the ſame 
time, how exceedingly improper it would be in a perſon of his high tation to 
defer the punit ion cf a head-ſtrong man, whoſe punition ought to be held up in- 
terrorem to others. - The day then being fixed for that execution, Aaly-verdy- 
qhan ordered a number of his truſtieſt men to keep themſelves in the hall of 
audience, and to fall upon him with their ſabres, as ſoon as that Afghan ſhould 
enter, and preſume to anſwer to a reprimand which he intended to give him. 
Eſfectis ely the next day the man as uſual preſented himſelf with ten of his fol- 
lowers, armed; but as he had always at the gate a couple of hundred of his 


men ready to ſupport him, and he was himſelf a man of great perſonal ſtrength 
and prowels, it was not an ealy matter to come at him, or to find people that 
could match the man. Three ſuch men having been pitched upon at laſt, were 
ordered to attend and to diſpatch him: the next morning the execution 
took place, ſo that the ſmoke that uſed to ariſe from the heads of the refractory, 
was at once diſſipated. The ſoldiery began to tremble, and many of the Zemin- 
dars, who had hicherto proved refractory and had acted with all the freedom 
and inſolence to which the weakneld of the former adminiſtration had accul- 
tomed them, were ſet upon one after another, and ſeverely chaſtiſed. Some 
were torn out by the roots, and ſome, that were guilty likewiſe, but who had 
ſhewn tokens of ſubmiſſion and attachment, were not only n but taken 


into favor, and they attached themſelves to his perſon. In conſequence of ſuch 


a vigorous adm niſtration, which never abated from its vigilance ; he 
| Bor 


\ 
\ 


M MN Ur HE RN IN. 


found means both to conſerve Shudjah-qhan's good will and n and to 
ſtrengthen his own power, and influence. 

Bur before we go on with that great man's hiſtory. it is proper we mould 
enter upon ſome events that have happened either in the capital of the Empire 
or in irs environs; afier which we ſhall reſume ouc account of Aaaly-verdy- 
qhan and the affairs of Bengal. | | 


Ws have already mentioned that Y ad-ghar-qhan the Caſhmirian had been 


ſent from Court to the Marhatta camp to commence a negociation with Badjrio 
by the mediation of Radja-djehi-fing-ſevii: and that theſe two envoys had 
been entruſted with the Patents of the governments of both Malva and Gudj- 
rar for that Marhatta General. As this exrraordinary ſtep and this conde- 


ſcendance on the Emperor's part did not produce the effect expected; and as 


it was ſo far from extinguiſhing the flames of the Marhatta ambition, that it 
ſeemed to have added fuel to that nation's preſumption, to have inſpired them 
with higher and higher notions of chemſelves, and to have excited new en- 
croachments and freſh inſolencies on their part; it was reſolved to have recourſe 
to force. On the ſeventh of Zilcaadah of the year 1149 of the hedjra, about 
fix hours after ſun riſe, the Lord of Lords Qhan68ran departed on an expedi- 
tion for chaſtiſing thoſe tree-booters: that General on receiving his leave was 
honoured with a belt; and that miniſter with a view to acknowledge this 
mark of diſtinction, ſet our immediately, without ſo much as going home. 
He marched out of the city and encamped at Talpat which is nine coſſes from 
Shah-djeban-abad. On the twentieth of the ſame month, the ſupreme Vezir Ca- 
mer-eddin-qban was equally honored with a belt, and fer our likewiſe on the 
ſame expedition; and to change his ſtation (248), he went and encamped at 


W 
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(248) To change his ſtation: this — toan Englih reader requires a Commentary: all the hindoſtanees 


deing extremely addicted to afrolo»ical predictions, and to the obfervation of lucky and unlacky days, and atfo 


to the Harbara, which is another kind of divination, the Higheſt as well as the loweſt of them, will not move a 
foot, unl-fs it be preciſely at the time pointed out by the heavehly bodies; and when that moment of departure 


is come, they quit heir houſes angarepair to ſome other ſpot upon the road, be it even at fo llttle as two cre 


Yards diſtance, that their journey be ä io ar org 
8 | Char-bag 
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Char- bag ( 249). On chat ſame day Qhand68ran at che head of bis own troops, 
and of thoſe numerous bodies of Imperial Cavalry that had been put under 


his command, to the amount of about forty thoufand horfes, marched for- 


ward wich a numerous train of artillery, and all the neceſſaries for a cam- 
paign, and he encamped in the territory of Ecber-abad./ There he Was 
joined by ſeveral eminent Radjas with their troops; and his forces now be- 
came fo numerous, that his army covered the plains, and ſtruck the eyes 
with admiration and terror. It was expected he would advance direQy 


upon the enemy; inſtead of that he who had ſet out to fight the Marhattas, 


contented himſelf with loitering his time at about forty coſſes from the capital. 
Moſt of his troops, divided betwixt fear and hope, like men in ſuſpenſe be- 
twixt life and death, were anxiouſſy waiting, for what. might happen. Nor 
did the Vezir Camer eddin- qhan behave with more earneſtneſs. This miniſter 
had ſee out, at the head of a numerous body of Moguls and Hindoſtanecs, 
attached to his perſon and in his own pay; and he had joined them to a whole 


army of T8ranin-Moguls, all antient ſervants of che Emperor, and all in 


ſuch high eſtimation, that the whole province of Sehrind had been aſſigned 
to them for their pay: with ſuchꝭ a numerous army, he had - marched towards 
Adjmir, with intention to make an end oß the Marhattas. He had with him 
every neceſlary for a campaign.and an infinity of volunteers, who ſought far 
opportunities to ſignaliſe themſelves and to acquire promotion. The pomp 
and eclat of his march are hardly to be deſcribed; but after marching a little 
on the frontiers of that province, he ſtopped ſhort to wait for the arrival of 
the Marhattas : ſuch was the cant expreſſion. Here he was joined by Mahmed- 
-qhan-bangaſh, who having. quitted Feroh abad, bis reſidence, (a town which 
was bult and named in honor of Feroh-ſyur his protector), , was come with a 
good body of troops; and he waited alſo· for the arrival of the Marhattas. But 
not one of thoſe-illuſtrious wariors, and not one of thoſe- famous — had 
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7 249) Char-tagh a particular ſext n near the Capital in the middle ne of four gardens, as its name imports, which 
* been raiſed _— Del, in imitation of a charming ſpot near Isfahan in Iran, called Char-bagh likewiſe. 
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reſolution enough to advance himſelf. on thoſe devoted free - booters, to give 
them a thorough defeat, and to acquire a character in the Empire by chaſ- 
tiſing them properly for their repeated inſolencies. Qhandso8ran without moy- 
ing from his place, was perpetually contriving ſchemes, the purport of which 
he communicated to Diehi- ſing; and the latter after having added what further 
occurred to his mind, tranſmitted the whole to the Vezir. As to Radja A- 
bi- ſing· Thator, inſtead of repairidl to camp, he retired to his capital, where 


he addicted himſelf to a courſe of intoxication, which he kept up by the 


uſe of opium. He ſlept the whole day, and ſpent the whole night in aſ- 
king what was to be done; but yet he knew ſo well his own backwardneſs 
that whenever he was ſent for by Qtand68ran, he uſed to exculpate himſelf 
by alledging the neceſſity of defending his own heriditary dominions, and by 
bringing forwards ſomes ſuch futile excuſes. Oa the other hand, Camer-ed- 
din-qhan, the Vezir, ſometimes out of himſelf, and ſone times intent only 
on conſerving his army, ſpent his time in conſulting with his friends, and with 
the T8ranians, his country- men. But his ſuſpenſe continued, and he kept 
his eyes fixed on the ſuccour which he expected from Nizam-el-mulk. The 
latter, who had quitted the court exceedingly diſguſted with the Emperor, 
and with his favorite Qhand6$ran, payed but little attention to the troubles 


that were ruining Hindoſtan: he even wiſhed to ſee the miniſters as well as all 


the grandees humbled to the duſt, by any means whatever. On the other hand, 


the Emperor had conceived too. ſtrong ſuſpicions againſt him, and was too 
much obſeded by Qhand68ran, to reſolve on an application to him; he had 
even ſo bad an opinion of all the T8ranian grandes of his court, that he made 
it a point to abſtain from coaſulting any of them. Mean while, whole days 
and nights paſſed in conſultations and incertitude; and no deciſive part was 
taken; and indeed no principle of life and action could be com:municated by thoſe 
impotent Lords, and. thoſe Monſubdars and dignitaries ſo fertile in excuſes, 


who ſwarmed in the capital as well as in camp, and. molt of whom. were men 


of. 
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of no capacity at all. As to thoſe amongſt them, chat were capable of think. 


ing, they did not dare to open any advice, that might claſh with Qhand68ran's 
opinion; and the Emperor himſelf, whoſe favorite he was, and on whole 
mind he had acquired an unbounded influence followed by an abſolute pow- 


er over the whole Empire, was unwilling to liſten to any thing that might give 
him umbrage. That Prince uſed to write both to Qhand68ran on one hand, 


and to Camer-eddin-qhan, on the other, whatever came into his mind; and 
theſe two did not fail to excuſe themſelves by far-fetched reaſons, and out of 
the way conſiderations. Letters and conſultations were perpetually paſſing 
and repaſſing between the Emperor and Qhand68ran ; and as an open com- 


munication was maintained betwixt the city and camp, it came at laſt to be 


the general wiſh of the court, that an agreement ſhould take place with the 
Marhattas. Qhand68ran himſelf, now fully ſenſible, that to give a com- 
pleat defeat to thoſe free-bonters, was more than he could perform and much 
beyond his courage, thought it beſt to leave both peace and war in a pro- 
found obſcurity, and to envelope them both in a cloud of delicate policy 
that lefr every thing in ſuſpenſe. Such a management he thought to be a 
ſhrewd ſtroke of politicks ; but mean while to extricate himſelf from his dif- 
ficulcies, he fer out on his return to the capital. Things were in this woeful 
ſtate, when by one of thoſe ſtrokes of providence, and by an unexpected 
piece of good fortune, news came that the Marhattas had been chaſtiſed by 
Saadet-qhan in the manner they deſerved ; and this intelligence tranquilized 


the minds of the whole court. 


Tuis exertion was the more unexpected, as Saadet-qhan had no other Go- 
vernment than that of A8d, and no other office or command, than that of 
the Pike-man of the prefence ; in number of troops and in plenty of money 
he was reputed inferior to molt of the grandees of the Empire; and more over 
his Government being on the north of the Ganga, he ſeemed to have no 


concern at all with thoſe that were on the fouth of that mighty river, and 
| Rill 


* 


Dey + 
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Aill leſs, with the Marhattas chernſelves. Zut he was „ likewiſe a man of great 
perſonal courage, ful of a ſenſe of honour, jealous. of the glory of the Em- 


pire, always intent on ſome high undertaking, and fond of military glory 
and renown : Shocked to ſee the puſillanimous behaviour of men at the head 


of ſuch numerous armies, and fired with indignation at the inceſſant en- 


croachments, and endleſs inſolencies of the Marhattas „ he reſolved to avenge 
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Sadet-qhan 
aloneis ſucceſsful 
againſt the Mar - 
hattas. . 


the honour of the Empire, and to take that taſk upon himſelf, as a particular ; | 


buſineſs of his own. Full of thoſe high notions, he reviewed his troops, (and 


theſe were always kept in readineſs,) augmented their number, furniſhed them 


with ſuch amunition and ſuch a quantity of proviſions as he thought neceſlary ; ; 


and j Joining, to them a train of Artillery, he quitted A8d his capital, taking 
with him his Nephew and ſon-in-law, Ab81-manſBr-qhan ; and he marched L 
at che head. of his army, firmly reſolved to fight the Marhattas. With this. . 


view, he croſſed the Ganga, and wanted likewiſe ta croſs the Djumna, in 


order to give aſſiſtance to Radja Behdäor, a friend and a dependant of his. 


This Radja being beſieged i in his fortre(s by an army of Marhattas, had ap- 
plied to Saadet - qhan for aſſiſtance. The latter anſwered him by this ſhort 
note; Be ſure not to be diſmayed, and be ſure nat 10 give them one farthing; for 
lot; I -eoill be with you inflantly. After writing fo much, he ſet out: but as 


the Radjas c of Bundelcund had joined the Marhattas, and. both were Intent in 


watching the fords of the Dimna, ſuch a paſſage was become difficult, and 
not to be performed in haſte; and mean while the Radja his friend had re- 
ceived a great defeat, and was reduced to the laſt extremity. At the ſame 
time, Malrio, *who was one of the greateſt Generals, of Badjirio's army, ha- 
ving found means to croſs the Djumna, and to turn Saadet-qhan's rear, with- 
out his ſuſpedting any thing of the matter, had fallen at once upon the pro- 
vince of Atäya and was actually burning and ſacking every thing from the 
gates of chat city, to the ſeat of Moty-bagh, which i is cloſe to Ecber· abad; 
wherever he paſſed he lef nothing but fla aghter, deſolation and aſhes: from 


— 


thence. 
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thence he turned towards the towns of Saad. abad and Dyelair, and was going 


to ſerve them 3 in the ſame manner; when Saadet-qhan, on the 22d of Zilcaa- 


dah of the year 1149, ſuddenly appeared in the Marhatta' s rear, like a ſtorm 
that threatens deſtruction from afar; and finding the free- booters dif perſed, he 
fell ſo vigorouſly upon them, that he never ceaſed killing and ſlaughtering 
until be had chaced them beyond Ytimad-abad, which was at four coſſes dif. 
tance from the field of battle. Heaps of dead where to be ſeen every where, 
and the road for eight miles together was ſtrewed with corpſes. Three Ge- 
nerals of character were taken priſoners; and Malräo himſelf being ſeverely 
wounded, thought himſelf happy to make his eſcape with a few followers. 
The main of the run-aways, having thrown away their booty, fled towards 
the Djumna; and having in their hurry and conſternation, miſtaken one 
place for another, they plunged in to a part of the river that had no ford, where 
diſappearing in the eddies of annihilation they periſhed in ſhoals. Malrio with 
the few that kept pace with him, found with infinite pains his way to Badji- 
rio's camp, to whom he preſented himſelf in the moſt diſmal condition, for 


this Generäliſſimo of the Marhatta Empire, was then encamped at Coutele, a 


little town inhabited by Seids, cloſe to Gwaliar. Whilſt that wretched was fly- 
ing, Saadet-qhan was purſuing inceſſantly at the rate of ten cofles a day and 
more, until he reacked the town of Deholp8r-bari, which is at eighteen 
coſſes from Ecber-abad, and on this fide of the river Chunbul, where he had 
heard that Badjirio was encamped with the main army, and where he inten- 
ded to attack and ſerve that Generaliſſimo in the ſame manner, he had ſer- 
ved Malräo, ſo ſoon as he ſhould have done with the remains of che run · a- 
ways. He wiſhed by ſuch a double victory to recover the ſullied honor of 
the Hindoſtanies; but finding after a fruitleſs purſuit that not one man of 


| chat accurſed race was to be diſcovered, he returned to his own camp, where 
| he gave two days reſt to his troops. At the end of that time, he publiſhed 


that TOP trooper ſhould keep himſelf ready to march with four days provi- 


ſions 


\ 
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hour of departure, his horſe would be hamſtrung (240), and himſelf carried 
in deriſion round the camp. Mean while he ordered a number of ox-ſkins 
and other leathern veſſels to be filled with water; and a vaſt quantity of cakes 
to be baked, to the end chat the troops might not want for either victuals or 
water, in the intended parſuit. Some light artillery he loaded upon ele- 
phants, and a quantity of wall pieces and-ſwivels upon camels; and having 
diſtributed his water and proviſions upon his mules, camels, and other beaſts 
of burthen, he publiſhed that he was reſolved to purſue the enemy beyond 
the Chunbul, and that he would be the firſt at the head of his troops to throw 
himſelf into the water, and the foremoſt to give his men an example of cou- 
rage 40d perſeverance. Whilſt: he was ſetting out on this expedition 
which had now engroſſed his affection, letters came from Qhandòôuran. 
That miniſter had heard of Saadet - qhan's bravery and deciſive conduct, 
and ſtung to the quick by a fucceſs that reflected ſo much diſhonor up- 
on himſelf, he wanted either to join that general and ſhare in the honor of the 
expedition, or by withholding him from it, to make him a ſharer in his own 
ination and diſgrace. Wich thefe idcas he wrote him ſeveral letters, in which 
under the moſt © ſacred oaths, he aſſured him that he was ſetting out to join him, 
** and recommended his waiting a little until he might proceed with him on 
the deſtruCtion of thoſe free-booters, but by all means adviſed him to avoid 
all precipitation.” Saadet-qhan who had juſt mounted his horſe, found him 
ſelf ſtopped ſhort by theſe letters of the miniſter's, and greatly at a loſs how to 
act. N evertheleſs, he thought proper to ſuf] 3 his march; and chree or four 
day 5 after, he was joined by Qbandouran who on the approach of the Mar- 
hattas, had been ordered by the Emperor to join Saadet-qhan with ſeveral 
other lords and commanders. | All this while the Vezar Camer-eddin-qhan was 


— 


(250) The Hindoſtany troopers find themſelves not only in victuals, cloathing, arms and accoutrements, but 


alfo in horſes, and this is the main reaſon of their back wardneſs to face any fire of artillery or muſquetry : their 
Whole 9 N | 


- | | * 
5 | encam 


Gons and water; and chat if any one ſhould be found in his tent after the 


313 


His Ardor 
damped by the 


Vezir andQhan- 


do8ran's jea- 
louſy. 


316 


The Marhat- 


tas avail them- 


ſlel ves of this ſuſ- 


pence to turn 
the rear of the 
Imperial ' Army 


and plunder to 


the ſuburbs of 
the Capital. 
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encamped at thirty coſſes from the capital on che high road of Adjmir; and 
Mahmed-qhan bangafh, with his body of troops, was alſo on that ſide,” wait- 


ing the anal of the enemy. On the junction of Qbandòuran with Saadat- 


qhan, ſix or ſeven days were ſpent in vifits and entertainments; and this delay 


having been perceived by the Marhattas, they availed themſelves of it to reco- 
ver breath from Saadet - qhan's purſuit; and turning ſuddenly his rear, they march. 
ed ſtraight to the capital, which they rightly ſuppoſed to be empty of troops; 
this they did with ſo much rapidity, that on the eighth of chat Zilhidj of that 
ſame year they were at Toghl8c-p8r, under the command of Badjirio, 
generaliſſimo of that nation. As that town was filled with an immenſe multitude 
of Muſſulmen and Hindoos from the city, WhO had flocked chither both on 
a principle of devotion, and on parties of pleaſure, they were all leiſurely plun- 
dered. An immenſe booty was made here; and the Marhattas having paſſed 


| the night near Qhadja-c8t8b-eddin's monument, the next day, which was 


Arefat (251) day, they plundered the ſtreet inhabited by the jewellers, and 


' ſacked and burned all the ſhops of that town. About noon they proceeded 


farther and ſacked the ton of Palem; from whence the ſhoals of runaways 
and wounded flying i into the city, filled it with dreadful accounts of what they 
had ſeen and felt; and the citizens, without further inquiry, loft both their 
courage and ſenſes, filled the city with a generaF'uproar; and the whole ſoon be- 
came one continued ſcene of diſmay and confuſton. The Emperor hearing 

| | this ſadden approach of the enemies, ordered che few lords and troops that 
were about his perſon, to ſally forth and to repell the Marbattas: on his or- 
der, Emir-qhan, Radja Bahqt-mul, and Mir- baſſen-qhan- gocal-taſh, with 
Munevver-qhan, brother to Zaafer-qhan, and Abdol-Maabs d-qhan, and the 
Hindoo Shi8-ſing, Colonel of the corps called Amberies, with many other 


commanders, allied forth, and advancing out of the city to an ne 


— — 


(2 51) The Arefat-day is Aways the alkuh of the EP of Zilbidj; I AP is ſo called becants the Pilgrims at 
Mecca, return that day to that mount to perfom the ſacrifice or Corban, which always falls on the tenth. The 
mountain itſelf is ſo called,. becauſe Adem and Hevab, after ſome hundred years ſeparation, met again on that 


ſpot, and knew each other, 
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poſt near the Cazil-ſera and the Laal-catra, they extended their ranks, and pre- 
ſented battle to the enemy. Mir-hafſen-qhan and Shy8-fing who had more cou- 
rage than either experience or prudence, advanced firther; although Emir- 
chan who was endowed with both, repeatedly" ſent them word to ſtop, and to 
obſerve that to fight the Marhattas at this particular time, ſo as to partfrom their 
main, was a ſtep utterly improper : He thought it better that they ſhio ild keep 
together with the others. But this advice made no eſfe t on thole two imprudent 
men ; they would not hear it, and continued advancing. The Marhatcas at firit 
appeared at a diſtance by one or a few at a time, until they had dra vn them 
farther and farther into the plain; and then they all at once fell upon them, 


and with their ſhort ſpears and long ſwords commenced ſuch a terrible 'exe- 


cution as threw the whole into the utmoſt diſmay. A man wo: ded found: 


means ta eſcape, and running-up to Emir qhan, he had the boldneſs to re- 
proach him wich backwardneſs and neglect: What are you doing here, fail 
« he, whilſt a Seyd and an Inth is cutting down?“ Emir-qhan who was a 


man fertile in bon-rnots, and of ſuch a turn of mind that for any hing in the 


world he would have not miſſed an opportunity of giving way to his vein for 


raillery, heard the meſſage with a ſmile, and even at ſich a moment he had 


the ſang froid to anſwer : ** friend, we are perfectly ſatisfied with twelve Im- 
ams; if ſome one has a mind to be a thirteenth and chuſes to be cut down, 
we have no objections to it (252).” As the people of Hindotan have not that 
ſkill (253) in the art of fighting on horſe back, which characteriſes the Marhat- 
tas, moſt of them were ſlain, and their leader Mir-hafſen-qhan, with the few that 


(252) Emir-qhan, as a pretended Shya, admitted only tw-l.e L.nans or Po it. fo, daſcexd2dyfrom Hulzing 
ard according to their tenets, to whoever ſhould admit any other ior an Imarn, is 4 reprubate and deter ves death. 


(253) Whether Indians are leſs (killed than other nations in fig}-tiag on hurieback is very much to be doubted; 
for Ley have been fitted by nature, for good horſemen, and in fact they pro-e a Ww, s 10, hing much longer 
thanks and longer legs in proportion than Europeans and Moguls. They have alſo in ge :eral no mor thin tr m 
nine to eleven Ribs, whereas thoſe nations have them from ten to twelve and fourteen. Hence the navel with 
an European is at the middle ot his body, whereas with an ladiaa .t is four iche: high : uence there is no 
groom in Hindoſtan, who will not jump readily upon his m ſter'> horſe, without an 7 . or elp: hence 
the generality of the Indians are ſo light- fouted, that they make nothing of following and preceding Eo, li hmen 
on a full gallop, whether the latter be in a coach or on a fleet horſe. Common ſervants have been ſeen 
Who would run down a hare. | 
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The Emperor 
with his Whole 
Council contents 
to pay a tribute 
to the Marliattas 


remained, with kith, made his retreat, wounded, and hardly alive, and the 
run- aways deſpoiled of their arms and horſes, crept back every one to his 


tened to court with the rapidity of ſo many Couriers. The Vezir Camer- 


THE Ss EIR 


houſe. Emir- qhan and the other commanders, after having tarryed at their 
poſt the whole day, on the'duſk of the evening returned to their tents. Mean 
while the plundering and ſacking of Toghl8c-p8r, and the danger which 
threatened Shah-Djehan-nabad having been rumoured abroad, the Lords at 
the head of the armies in the environs of the capital, knowing that the Em- 
peror was left alone, and that the Marhattas had ſuddenly diſappeared, haſ- 


eddin-qhan who was the neareſt of all, being only at thirty coſſes, arrived the 
firſt; and having had on the ninth of Zilhidj a ſkirmiſh with the Marhatcas, 
he on the next day, which was the day of the ſacrifice, encamped in the ſu- 
burbs of the capital, at which fight the Marhattas retired a little farther. Saadet- 
qhan on his fide, quitted Ecber-abad where he was, and having meaſured ſixty 
five coſſes in two days, (2 54) he arrived on the evening of the ſecond day 
at Talpat which is cloſe to the city. Qbandöuran who had ſet out with him, 
arrived ſome time after; and the third day Mahmed - qhan - bangaſh joined 
them. As the Marhattas had already felt che weight of the blows dealt out 
by Saadet-qhan, and they had plentifully drank of the water (2 55) that flow- 
ed from his ſabre, they did not like to ſee him again and in ſuch numerous 
company; and being beſides heavily loaded with booty, they wheeled round 
and retreated, burning, and ſacking, and utterly deſtroying in their retreat the 
towns of Rivari and Bat8di; after which, they marched on to. Malva and 
Gudjrat, their new conqueſts, ruining and deſtroying every thing in their 
journey, but without tarrying any where. The reſult of all thoſe troubles 
and movements was, that the Emperor obſerving that of ſo many generals and 


Lords, not one but Saadet-qhan had thought of attacking the Marhattas or 


— 


—̃ͤ — 


(254) The b ades ſo much eſteemed al! over the Eaſt are of a ſteel, that looks wavedy and hen e ſuch a ſabr® 
if it has thoſe waves very cloſe and ſhort, is called Ab- dar or watry ; and the waves themſelves are called aby 
water. Hence ſo many alluſions and metaphors quite natural to one, that has ſeen Perſian and Hindoſtannee 
ſabres. 8 eee | 7 

(255) About one hundred and fifty miles. 


of 


ot purſuing them; and that they had all of them availed themſelves of ſome | 


excuſe, to remain where they were, without moving a foot ; he fell into a ſtate 
of deſpondence, and concluded with his whole council that it would be ex- 
pedient to put an end to all his anxiety by paying them a chõut or tribute. 
Tua T- prince although completely convinced thatNizam-el-mulk was the 
contriver and director of this incurſion, was likewiſe lenſible how difficult i 
would be to puniſh him for ſuch a conduct; and thinking it better to uſe 70. 
licy, he wrote him ſeveral letters full of kindneſs; gave him the title of Aſſeſ- 


dja (256), raiſed his military grade to eight thouſand horſes, and flattered his 


pride ſo much, that the other reſolved to come to court. Leaving therefore 


his ſecond ſon Nizam-edd6ulah-naſr-djung (257) for his Deputy and Lieu- 
ail in the kingdom of Decan, he ſet out for the capital; but the rumour 
of his coming being ſpread every where, Qhand6uran hurried with all his 
might the agreement with the Marhattas, to prevent his having any 
concern in the treaty. It was ſtipu'ated that they would henceforwards ap- 
prove themſelves the ſervants of the Imperial court, and obey his Majeſty's 
commands, as well as the directions of his miniſters, without keeping up any 
correſpondence with Nizam-el-mulk, or ſiding with him in any manner. This 
was the purport of the agreement; but the Marhatta General perceiving the 
puſillanimity and cowardice of the grandees at court, and ſenſible of the 
want of diſcernment in the miniſter, made a treaty with both parties, - and 


kept fair with both the court and Nizam-el-mulk. The latter bemg arrived 


at Shah-djehan-abad On the 16th of the firſt Reby in the year 11 50 payed 


his reſpects to the Emperor; and about a month after, the Qhylaat of the 
wo governments of Malva and Gudjrat, were confered on his eldeſt ſon 


Ghazi-eddin-qhan on the diſmiſſion of Djehi-ſing and Badjirio. On the 


hikes, following news arriving of the deceaſe of Abdol-ſemed-qhan, the fa- 


(56) The wiſe miniſter that ſits inſtead of Aſſef, Miniſter to Salbibiiaa or Solomon. 


(257) Vaſr-djung 15 the prince aſſaſſinated in his own camp by ſome malcontents ene by Dopli, a the 
Governor of Pondicherry. | on 
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| mous Viceroy of Lahor, a Qubylaat of conſolation was beſtowed on the 

4 Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan his brother; and other ,Qhylaats of condolance 

were ſent likewiſe to that General s- family at Labor, together with a particu- 

i lar one to Zekeriah-qhan, his ſon who received thereby a confirmation of the 

| . Governments of Lahor and Msltan. At the ſame time Nizam-el-mulk in 
1 obedience to the Emperor command, marched out to chaſtiſe Badjirio ; and 

1 he advanced to Acbar-abad ; and having fixed as his deputy. in chat city, a 
| - relation of his own, he marched to Malva by croſſing the Djumna at Acbar- 
q 


From thence he advanced to Bhopal, which is a town of the dependency of 
Malva. Badjirio hcaring of his deſign, came out from the Decan at the 


| head of a mighty hoſt, and meeting Nizam-el mulk on the plains of that 
4 town, ſeveral bloody engagements took place; but as none of them proved 
N | deciſive, the latter who now received intelligence that Nadyr-ſhah had invaded 
Hind oftan, thinking he Marhattas i. ſmall object in compa:iſon, pre- 
| ferred an accommodation with Badjiräo, and leaving thoſe enemies behind, he 

oy returned to the capital with all expedition. | 
TROUBLES and evils of this magnitude were reckoned but ſmall objects 
by a ſet of Traiterous grandees, who intent only on ruining each other, malle 
no account of the conſequences, if they could but compals their private ends: 
nor did they make any ſcruples, when neceſſary for their purpoſe, to ſhed 
the blood of Muſulmen, and to ſlaughter a whole race of Seyds. :Seif-eddin- 
aaly-qhan, one of thoſe noble perſons attached to the late Abdollah-qhan, had, 
on that Vezir's defeat, retired upon his paternal eſtate, where he ſubſiſted 
upon a ſmall revenue afforded by a Djaghir of lmpenal gift and aTaallook of 
land (258), which had been hereditary in his family. This lender ſubſiſtance, 


(258) Ia order to underſtand thouroughly this affair, the reader muſt be informed that a Djahir is a gran: of 
lands in free hold, or for a quit-rent or for ſom2 expected ſervice, but in general, revocable at the donor's 
pleaſure ; and a Taallook, is a ſpot of land either purchaſed by the acquiror's money or held by him under 2 
fixed rent or as a copy hold; whereas a Zemindary is alw ys held in Capite. It is often hereditary, but not 
always. The altemgah is a Djaghir irrevocable, and of courſe falls within the deſcription, of charity- land- ut 

| 4 


— 
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-aſ enough to ſupport life, he ſhared with a number of old, impotent, or 
ruined peiſons of his family and dependence: and it was this ſmall eſt te chat 
proved an eye ſore to Camer-eddin-qhan and to che T8ranians, who unable 
to bear the ſight of a Seyd, and cheriſhing in their boſoms an enmity to the 
whole race, were reſolved to extirpate every relation of Hoſſcin- aaly-· he n'. 
With this intentian Camer-eddin-qban appointed one Huſlimet-· qhan to the 
command of the checlaw or divifion of Soharen-poor, who had orders to 
ade poſſeſſion of, ard confiſcate the lands and eſtates held by Seif eddin- a Ij- 
chan and the” other perſons and dependants of Hofſein-aaly-ghan's family. 
That wretched being arrived on the ſpot, extended the hand of uſurpaticn and 
violence on the poſſeſſions of the Prince of the children of Adam ( 259), and 
wanted to deprive Scif-eddin-aaly-qhan and thoſe unfortunate people of that 


little which conſtituted their very ſubſiſtance. Reduced tothe laſt extremity, and 


at a loſs how to eſcape from the claws of that wretched, they, according to the 
ſentence, deſpair knows no laros, roſe in their own defence, and deprived their 
5 of the garment of life. This act of neceſſity was highly reſented by 
the Vezir and his brother Azim-ollah-qhan; and thoſe men that had put up pa- 
tiently with Djan-neffar-qhan's death, and with a miſcreant Gentoo's taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Muſulman's conſort and family; thoſe men that had made ſo ſmall 
account of ſo black a crime; and had ſo little ſenſe of honor and ſhame, as to 
have not thought ſo much as once how to take an adequate revenge for ſuch 
an enormity; thoſe very men now looked upon ſucli an act of necefſity, and 
the killing of Huſhmet-qhan by a Seid's hand (260), to be a flagitious affront 


that concerned the honor of government, and refied ed upon the unſullied cha- 


A ——— 
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(650 Vo amned - the authors bigotry and nai row neſo of mid is throughout this ſte ry exhibited in ſtrange 
colours; and he all a long makes nothing of a priate man's raĩſing the ſandard of rebel lion. againſt an eſtab l ſnh- 
cd Prince, whom he had fo ght with an armed hand, who had fuff-red him hitherto to I've ou eihy, and whoſe 
ſolloweis he had nndoubled'y ſerved with reſumptions and con fcation. had his pa tv prevai'ed. 


- (260) This notion of the peculiar bleMing attending the heing kil'ed bya Seid's hand is hardly known in India, 
bu to thi day after a lapfe of twelve Centuries, it is fo rooted amoneſt even camel-drivers of Mecca, Medina and 
Ta f, that the meaneſt of them on be: ns detected in a theft on loadinę and vnlosdine a travellers things en tFeir 
camels, never fails to reprimand him by theſe t ery words what art thou gr ting for? am I wot tby Lord a rh e- 
n diſpute about ſuch a pretention would be followed by a blow, and then by a lab, 
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racter of its miniſters; and nothing now could expiate ſuch an enormity, but 
ſpilling the blood of an illuſtrious Seid and putting to the ſword a, whole 
family of needy people. The expedition was thought of importance enough, 

to require no leſs an appointment than that of that ſecond Abs ſoffian, 


(261), his on brother, Azim-ollah-qhan, who with 5 remains of the ar- 


_ — 
— — - 
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my of Damaſcus, that is with a body of T'8ranians under his command, and 


a body of Rohillas under that of Aly-Mahmed-qhan Rohilah, joined ſome o- 
ther troops of Ferid-eddin-qhan, and Ozmet-ollah-qhan's, both Sheh-zadas 


of Lucknow, the latter of whom was Fodjdar of MSrad-abad on the part 


' | | of Camer-eddin-qhan, and they marched to deſtroy the Nobleman in queſtion, 
1 5 and all the Seids of Barr (262). Thoſe wretches animated by a diabolical 


ſpirit of revenge, being arrived in that country, ranged their troops in order of 
battle; and Seif-eddin aaly- qhan on his fide having put himſelf at the head of 
his dependants and kinſinen, and the few that choſe to ſtand by him in that 
critical moment, both parties advanced againſt each other, the injured Sèid, 
being reſolved to defend his honor, life and property : he was inferior in num- 


bers, and deſtitute of artillery and of ſome other neceſſaries; nevertheleſs he 


| | drew ſo much ſtrength from his own deſpair, that he repulſed Azim-ollah- 
| ” N 

1 qhan, and made him loſe a great deal of ground: he was even going to ſend 
| this wretched with his miſcreants to their deſtined ſeats at the bottom of hell, 
when another army of accurſed RohilaAfghans made its appearance on the 


Seid's flank, and poured ſuch a violent fire of muſquetry and rockets, as 
made all thoſe Seids with their Lord at their head drink of the cup of martyr- 
dom. After that they advanced to Djanſitah, a town where the unfortunte 
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(261) Aboo- ſofian, an uncle of Mohammed's had al ways approved himſelf an inveterete enemy.to the Prophet, 
but with the author a bigotted chil41ſh Shiya, he had another flaw, he was father to Möaviah, who ſet at nought 
Aly's pretences to the Qalifat, or fupr:me dominion, and ſent from Damaſcus, his reſidence a numerous army 
to fight h'm. | 4 f 


— — —— — <— — 


| | | (262) The Muſulmen of India divided themſelves ;nto four races : Moguls, or white men —ſtrangers and theſe 
are called a race of Kings —Patans, or Afghans, or a race of ſoldiers; Shehs or a race of learned men : and theſe | 
laſt are either converted Gentoos or deſc-ndants from arabians, as the word Sheh-zadah implic 5; laſtly Seids or 
a race ſacr d, that is thoſe pretended to be d:ſcended from the prophet ; and 1 in no other country of the world | 
3s the appellation of Seid, ſo much ufurped ** much reſpected. 
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Seid had taken 1p his reſidence, as having been built * peopled by his 
illuſtrious anceſtors; and liſtening only to the dictates of inſolence and 
avidity, they plundered and ſacked it, throwing themſelves on the houſes 
of thoſe unfortunate Seids, nor were they aſhamed to lay their prophane 
hands upon thoſe chaſte Seidanee matrons that had never ſet a foot on a ſtreet, 


and to expoſet their nakedneſs (263), tothe open air after having covered their 


heads with the aſhes of woe and defilement. That unfortunate town became for 


ſome days a picture of the Laſt Day's deſolation. The cries and lamentations 


that inceſſantly came from ſo many impotent people ſtriped of their all, and the 


ſcreams that roſe from thoſe deſolate habitations emptied of their contents, found 
their way as far as the cupola of the ſeventh Heaven. For it is reported by per- 
ſons worthy of credit, that for ſeveral days together after the perpetration of all 
theſe enormities, ſuch an uncommon redneſs overſ pread the horizon morning 


and evening, that it ſeemed as if the hem of tyrannical heaven had been ſteeped 


in the blood of thoſe unfortunate people, and the eye of the day and night had 


been ſhedding tears of blood on the fate of thoſe afflicted women. Thele violen- 
ces exerciſed upon Seids, and the conſequent redneſs of the horizon gave room 
to the conjectures of thoſe that were verſed in hiſtory; . and perons ſkilled in 

unravelling Phyſical cauſes, - and who, to that knowled ge of times and Phe- 


nomena, added an Ao way. i with the niceties and particulars that are the 


reſult of the heavenly bodies, were all unanimous in affirming, that this 
country would infallibly be afflicted by ſome General maſſacre and a 


variety of miſeries, as a punition for the Vezir's blind obſtinacy, and as a 


aL 


chaſtiſement for the violences exerciſed by that accurſed Azim-ollah- qhan on 


the deſcendants of the Prophet: For they affirmed that ſuch and the like ca- 
lamities had always been portended by ſuch an extraordinary redneſs of the 
Sky. 


8 


(263) A Seidanee is a Seid woman; in India Sey danees make it a point ever to take a ſecond huſband, altho* 
in other reſpects they take freedoms enough i in all conſcience : Nevertheleſs ſome of them carry the heaps ſo 885 


n to take poiſon after loſing a huſband. 
JIE JS 07 101 yogota 94d: & KS 
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SECTION W. 
| Of the Skin MvuTAQUERIN, or Review of MobkRN Timas, 
Contents of the Fourth Section. 


| Qbandi8ran by g ebe the marrow paſſe on the frontiers of Cab81, puts it in 


Nadyr-ſhah”s power to invade Hinuloſtan with eaſe—the Indians afford countenance 


aud ſhelter to the Afghans of Candahar—Several ambaſſtes and complaints fruitleſſly 


ſent from the court of Iran to that of Dehli—Nadyr-ſhah ſends another ambaſſy 
to Debli, and then ten meſſengers —Cab81 ſurrenders 10 Nadyr-ſhah—bhis ten meſ. 
fengers maſſacred by the people of Djelalabad— Nadyr-ſtah jacks Djelal-abad— 
Naſhir-20% an Viceroy of Cabsd, defeated and laben. — Zecariab-gqbhan, Viceroy of 
Labor, is beaten, and ſorrenders—Mahbmed: ſhah marches out, but very ſlowly, 
to oppoſe rhe enemy—amazing ſupineneſs of the Indian arm — Action at Carnal, 

which proves decifive—Ybando8ran, flain, and Saadet-qhan, taken by the Ira- 
nians—Nagyr ab agrees to return to his dominions on being payed two Corors— 
but this treaty is overſet by court intrigues—Mahmed-ſhah is ſent for to the Iranian 
Camp, and arrefted—the Hindoftany army being diſbanded, diſperſes—the Iranians 
enter the city—The Iranians ſet upon and maſſacred on a report of Nadyrſhab's 


death Nadyr-ſhah incenſed, orders a general maſſacre—He reftores the croten 


of Hindoftan to its owner, after 4 appropriated to himſelf ſome teritn ies 
of it—Mahmed-ſhah on that conqueror's departure, thinks of diſmiſſing the T8ra- 
nian party from the adminiftration—is diſſuaded from ſuch a flep by the very favo- 


rite he wanted to raiſe on their ruin. —Admirable character of Shudjah-qhan Ficeroy 


of Bengal He is ſucceeded by his ſon, Ser-efraz-qhan—who is ſoon difpoſſeſſed by 
Hlly-verdi-qhan—1he latter imparts his defign to his troops, after having harangued 
them-—Arifully ſeizes on the paſs that opens into Bengal—his artful inſidious ma- 
nagement—Battle of Gheriah, in which Ser-efraz-qhan is flain—bheroical death of 


 Gh385-ghan and of his two fons— Alli verdi-qhan takes poſſeſſion of MSr/h8dabad— 


bis Jaguar ſpeech to the deceaſed aa s mother —admirable character of the new 
Ficeroy. | | 


Br a this time Qbandös ran's power and influence had riſen to a heighth; but 
ſuch a ſtrange perverſity had grown up in his mind, or he was naturally ſo 


very unfortunate, that whatever he took i in hand or contrived, was ſure to miſ- 


carry, or to be productive of ſome miſchief; ad fo ſoon as he had done any 


thing, he always had reaſon to repent of it : ſuch was his treaty with the 
Marhattas, mentioned in the foregoing ſheets ; and this is to be underſtood 
as a ſample from a quantity, and as a handful fiom a heap. His conniyarce 


at che peculation exerciſed in the afticke of public money ſent to Cabul; and 


us 


In 
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his neglect in the guard of the narrow paſſes and defiles of chat province 


are of that number, together with the little attention he payed to the complaints 


of the troop , appointed to guard thoſe inlets of that mountainous province; 


nor can it be doubted but that to ſuch. a neglect is owing the mighty calamity 


which Hindoſtan ſuffered from Nadyr-ſhah's invaſion. For had he attended 


to the payment of the Mountaineers, deſtined to guard. thoſe difficult paſſes ; 


and had he taken for the conſervation of that province, ſuch other precautions 


as the caſe required, it is probable that Nadyr-ſhah would not have thought 
of invading Hindoſtan ; or if he had, that he would not have found in his 
paſſage thoſe unexpected facilities that ſo much expedited his march. Naſyr- 
qaan, the Governor oſ that important province, was a pious man, that ſpent 
bis whole time either in hunting, or in devotions and in reading che Coran ; he 
had never made the leaſt repreſentation to Qhandg8ran on the latter's with- 
drawing,. as of no purpoſe, the penſion of twelve lacks a year, which uſed. 
to be ſent for the guards and garriſons of thoſe parts. Hence the vallies and 
and defile's of the province were left unguarded both by the Governor, who 
did not mind them, and by the miniſter who did not think them of ſo much. 
importance, as to trouble his head with them. Hence the guards being ill · 
payed, abandoned their poſts, and the garriſons being utter] y neglected, 
invited the invaders; and the report of the miniſter's inattention, and of the 
weakneſs of government, being rumoured every where, every one without 
fear of controul or examen, thought only of * himſelf without 


minding any conſequences. The roads and paſſes, being neglected, every 


one paſſed and repaſſed, unobſerved; no intelligence. was forwarded to court 
of what was happening; and neither Emperor nor Miniſter ever aſæed why 
no intelligence of chat kind ever reached their ears. But this neglect was 


followed by another {till more ruinous in it's conſequence. 
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THE S FEI 


© Irisa fngular obſervation that the Princes of the illuftriousrace of Sefi(264) 


never had the leaſt occaſion to apply to theEmpetors of Hindoſtan'for any ſer. 


vice; and on the contrary that Emperors of Hindoſtan, namely, Sultan Babr 


and Sultan H8mai8n, took refuge in the Courts of the immortal Shah- iſmail 
and of his virtuous ſon Shah Tahmaſp, (that precious gem worthy of a place 
in paradiſe, ) and that they were cheriſhed and aſſiſted by thoſe Princes in the 


recovery of their dominions. Nevertheleſs it is certain and notorious that the 


Emperors of the Sefevian race, although no ways influenced by neceſſity, or 


any views of their own, kept by Embaſſies and congratulations, a conſtant inter. 


courſe with the Emperors of Hindoſtan, and thereby exhibited proofs of their 
good' nature and' civility; nevertheleſs ſo uncivil was the Court of Shah-djehan- 
abad under Mahmed-ſhah, and ſo unattentive to thoſe marks of amity and 
friendſhip, that it ſeemed intirely inſenſible to them, or even had aſſumed op- 
poſite ſentiments: for on the ſubſiding of the civil wars in the Empire of Iran, 
and on Shah-Tahmaſp the ſecond's taking poſſeſſion of the Throne of his an- 
ceſtors, and driving from thence the Afghan invaders, Mahmed-ſhah, fo far 
from taking any becoming concern in that event by a congtatulation or any 
other mark of attention, on the contrary had kept a friendly correſpon- 
dence with the Afghan Pir-veiſs, and had thereby opened a door for meſſages 


and letters, although Pir-veiſ's ſon had never made any difficulty of invading 


MS8ltan and putting every thing to fire and ſword in that province, during 
the little time his family kept poſſeſſion of Candahar. It is no leſs certain 
that Shah - tahmaſp, after poſſeſſing himſelf of Iſpahan his capital, and deſtroying 
the Afgan power, had ſent one of his Lords to the Hindoſtany court with an ac; 
count of theſe events, and alſo ſome letters chat inſinuated that thole ungrateful 
and el mountaneers having & been . Winde rocheir deſerts 


—B 


(264) The Sefevian fam ly, of which there are ſeveral braaches now in India, and in B DT in \ the year 1786 87 
It is the appellative name of the Imperial family that had reigned in Perſia abo t two hundred -nd i. ft, years, 
and has been expelled by Tatunaip-c8ly -qhun, fince, called Nadyr-ſhah : however it is l. ot Sell, but Shch-h4.907 
who founded that family, 5 


a out 8 ha l now no place left in the world for refage, againſt the 
deſtroying; arm of the Iranian troops but che Empire of Hindoſtan; that is 
was therefore incumbent upon the prudence of the H indoſtany Court to refuſe 
admittance to thoſe miſcreants within their territories. However neither the 
letter nor the ambaſſy were taken notice of, but after a deal of time, and it was 
only to return an ambiguous f. i rolous anſwer by the ſame ambaTador. On the 
Imperial Prince Abbaſs-mirza's mounting the throne of Iran, another ſuch am- 


baſly and another ſuch requeſt was ſent from that Court into Hiadoſtan, and 


this miniſter too afteradeal of time, was diſmiſſed with ſuch another letter as the 


preceed ing, a letter full of words that ſaid nothing to the purpoſe. Another 
envoy came again from the ſame quarter on Nadyr ſhah's being firmly eſtabliſn 
ed on the throne; and it was a Cuzzul-baſh (265) of character who bio ght it ; 
but ihe ambaſſador having been plundered by banditties on the road, it was wich 
the utmoſt difficulty, and not but after many entreaties that he 0'.tained from 
them to return him his credentials; and theſe proved to be one letter for Saa- 


de: qhan, who had now become one of the moſt conſiderable Lords of Hin- 
doſtan, and one for Mahmed ſhah. Wich all the pains imaginable, he per- 
formed his journey to the capital, and delivered his meſſage an] letters, but 


with out having the means of returning home. Nor did Mahmed-ſhah 


or any of his Miniſters much mind his diſtreſs. They were wholly 


abſorbed in wondering at ſo many, envoys and o many . meſſages ſent 


from Iran: but ſurpriſed at the ſame time to hear thut Ho'Tcia-qhan, the 
Afghan had taken poſſeſſion of Candahar, where he got himſelf crowned, 
and from whence he made incurſions into Ma tan, a Province of Hindoſtan z 
they ſent for Mizam-ebmulk from Decan wich intention io avail themſelves 
in caſe of need of . of an old General, who had ſerved with diſtinc. 


tion under Aoreng-zib the conqueror, and paſſed for a wolf that had ſeen 


1. 


12 
—— 


(265) 6 * 5205 zal s red head, a name given to a ds of twelve th: led men raited for tis guard by 
Ws ficlt Shak-ifmail,- and which the Tuiks are pleaſ. d to give in derifion to the u ll. nalen of lian or Perſia. 
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much bad weather, was much experienced in the ways of the world, and 


thoroughly appriſed of the difference betwixt day and night. They kept 
him at court, although he wanted to return to Decan; and they were reſolved to 


| put his abilities and his experience to the teſt, ſhould any untoward emergen- 


cy come to take place; for about this time Nadyr-ſhah had advanced as far as 


Candahar, which he befieged ; and from thence he had ſent again Mahmed- 


qhan the Turk-man, with a repetition of his former meſſage, and a complaint 
upon the former ſubjects. The envoy being arrived at the capital, deliver- 
ed his letter and meſſage, and was deſired to wait a little, but with no poſi- 
tive anſwer, although he inſiſted upon his departure. The miniſters diſputed a- 
mongſt themſelves, ſometimes about the purport of the anſwer, and ſome- 
times about what ſtile was to be-uſed, and what title ſhould be given to 
Nadyr-ſhah : they went ſo far as to think it a piece of good policy to delay 
the Ambaſſador's return; and they waited to ſee whether the Afghan-bufſeia- 
qhan, after having ruined Nadyr-ſhah's forces before Candahar, would not 
ſo far weaken that prince, as to reduce him to nothing; after which there 
would not be any occaſion to write an anſwer at all. Mean while the ſiege 


of Candahar being converted into a long blockade, and Mahmed-qhan not 


making his appearance, Nadyr-ſhah wrote him a letter, and ſent it by a few 


horſemen; the letter inquired aboutthe reaſons of ſo much delay, and it recom- 
mended deligence, and a ſpeedy return, with an anſwer. But all this did 
not haſten his departure ; and he continued to be detained under a variety 
of pretences, without being able to obtain any anſwer at all. The blockade 
of Candahar drawing to a length, Nad yr-ſhah ordered a town to be built over 
againſt it, which he called Nadyr-abad ; and from thence the ſiege was re- 
newed, and affaults given; until at laſt a body of Cuzzelbaſhes eſcaladed the 


walls, put the Afghans to the ſword every where, and took the forterels to- 
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(266) A province in the north of Perfia or Iran, called Mazenderan from the mazy-woods with which it ws 


in ancient timcs overſpread, and with which it is to this day ſurrounded, the word maze having the ſame ſignifi- 


cation both in Engliſh and Perſian. Nor is this 3 to be doubted of as beſides the words father, mother 
daughter, Brother, to tame, to chaw, to ſtand, toſl r, with the words Boar, bore, burthen, bill, hog &c. and aboye 2 


hundred more all monoſyllabes, or at moſt dy ſillabes, are both Engliſh and Perſian, | 
| together 


( 
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e 1 who was — ends are Madera wh * 
he was confined.” bk p 0 
Tr muſt de obſerved, chat fince the fignal defeat ſy vt 


Shiraz in Tran, they had kd a wandering life without King and without Go» 


vernment; in ſo-much that moſt of them, hard preſſed by their enemies, had 
ſpread all over Hindoſtan where they had turned huſdandmen in ſome parts, 
and ſoldiers in others, ſertfing themſelves in ſeveral provinces of that Empire, 
where they incorporate@ with the other fubjedts. Aly-makmed-qhan, called 
Rohilla, was one of them. In the battle againſt SciF-eddin-aaty-qhan, he 
had rendered an important ſervice to Azitt-oflati-qhan, that Had recom- 
mended him to the notice; and altb to the favor of the Vezir Camer-eddin- 
qhan, who gave him in free gift ſome Lands and ſome Djaghirs dependent 
on che Qhalifſah office. This man, akhough only an adoptive fon to an Af. 


ghan, being originally a Gentoo Ahir or herdſman, found means to approve 


himſelf a man of courage and abilities ; and having taken into his ſervice, and 


aſſembled about his. perſon thoſe hertls of Afghans that were continually flying 
from Candahar, he: formed them into an army, and by their means ſpread | 


his authority in the countries contiguous to-hisDjaghiry lands, ſack as An68lah, 
Sumbul, Moradabad, Bedahon, Berheily and ſome others, of which he took 
poſſeſſion. From this narrative it wilt appear that the propofal made to Mah · 
med ah for ſhutting: the paſſages of Cab, ſo as to prevent the Afghans from 


flocking into India, was in fact beyond his power; for the garriſons ofthoſe parts 


having been totally neglected ; the cuſtomary remittances in money from the 
Capital, ſuppreſſed; and the guards of the defiles and difficult paſſes, left un- 
payed and unthought of, whilſt the Governor hitnſelf.was contented with reſi-- 
ding at Lakor ; where was the man that would mind thoſe troops of free boo 


ters, and thoſe ſhoals of Afghan banditties that were continually paſſing and re · 


paſſing? and even ſuppoſing that any one had ſuch a mind, where was the 


power to enforce a prohibition ? and how probable could it be that a ſet of 


miniſters, who, with ſuch a. man as Nadyr-ſhah at their elbows, for years 
8 together 
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* had never minded his motions, mould ever trouble nn 


other matters of an inferior importance? or that, after having been ſo careleſs 


about Nadyr-ſhah' s views and ſchemes, they ſhould think of the motions of ſome 


: e e 12 | Only ALL "IF 6-6 to © 


To return again to Nadyr-ſhah, that it Prince, 40 capture of Candahar, 


ordered chat fortreſs to be ruined, and its inhabitants to he tranſported to Na. 


dyr-abad ; and from thence he marched towards Ghaznin and Cab8I. In his 


way thither he ſent this meſſage to the Cutval of the latter place (267) Knox, 


ce that l have no buſineſs with Mahmed-ſhah's dominions: but as theſe frontiers 
& are an ine xhauſtable mine of Afghans, anda number of thoſe run-aways have 
« joined him as, well as you, I wiſh only to deſtroy that race of miſcreants: be 


WW therefore under no concern or apprehenſion for yourſelf, and make every thing 


ready to receive me as your gueſt. Afier this meſſage, he advanced and en- 
camped under the very walls of the fortreſs, on the turrets of which the | Cabs. 
lians, withthe Cutyal at their head, appeared in great numbers, ready to defend 
themſelves, without paying any regard to the admonition ſent them. A body 


of Cuzzelbaſhes being ordered to eſcalade the walls and to undermine the for- 


tifications, the Burghers on the firſt attack; called out for quarter ; and quar- 
ter being granted, they came out of the gates and ſurrendered the fortreſs, and 
acknowledged themſelves his ſubjects. Intelligence coming at the ſame time 
that ſeveral bodies of-Afghans were ſkulking about in the Wen e troops 
were ſent after chem, and as many of thoſe mountaineers as could be come at, 
were put to the ſword. No news a while coming from Mahmed-qhan- 
turkman the Envoy, Nadyr-ſhah made a choice of a certain number of con- 
ſiderable Cab8lians, and ſent them with a meſſage to Mahmed-ſhah and his 


miniſters.” . The, envoys making haſte, went by Lahor to Shah-djchan-abad 
here they delivered their meſſage, but where none would hear it, or if he did, 


none would — it. It is reported by men of conſequence and perſons 


Em 
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467 Th't f. xtreſs min have been ſo ſhockingly ileal as to have had not one Military man in it, for the 
N is N ſpeaking a Feat —_ a ang of 12 of ab- he is the . 888 bad the Police. . 
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of yeracity. and credit, that whenever theſe Cab8lians, or any other perſons of 
underſtandingthat came from thoſe parts, would open their mouths, and mens» 
tion any thing of Nadyr-ſhah, Qhand38ran turned the whole into ndicule, and 


uſed to add: 7hat the houſes of this capital had very hfty roofs {268) from which 


the Citizens Tere enabled to ſee Nadyr-ſhab and bis Mogul: from afar. Himſelf 
with his friends and favorites looked upon this embaſſy and meſſage of the 
Cab8lians as a farce contrived by the Vezir by Nizam: el mulk, and 
by the  T'8ranians at court; and eſpecially by Zekeriah-qhan the Viceroy 
of Cabs], whom they knew to be a. relation of the Veair's: and they 
treated with contempt and with raillery thoſe that pretended | there was no con- 
trivancè at all, but that the whole was mere matter of fact. In a country where the 
prime miniſter is aQtually under ſuch an infatuation of mind, and where the in- 
tellects of thoſe about his perſon, extend no farther; it is. curious to ſee how they 
will manage to curb the aſpiring grandes, and how they ſhall introduce order 
and ſubordination. in the affairs of the empire Nadyr-ſhah not tired with the 
repeated miſcarriages of his envoys, diſpatched | from Cab81 another nan 
under the eſcort of ten troopers: Theſe being arrived at Djelalabad no ſooner 
alighted at a houſe, than they were ſet upon by à mob that aſſembled about 
chem and were all ſlain, after having been firſt diſarmed; none eſcaped but the 
tenth, vho found his way back to Cab81; where he gave an account of what had 
paſſed. Nadyr-ſhah, who had been already full ſeven months in this province, 
buſy in diſcovering bodies of Afghans, and in putting them to the ſword, hear- 


ing of this affair at. Djelallabad, loſt all patience: and marching; to chat 


place, he ſurrounded it on all fides and ordered all the inhabitants to be maſ- 
ſacr ed. It Is very | ſtrange, 7 burtrue, that many 'Qbylaats, had, been. ſent from 
court to reward thoſe concerned in the murder of thoſe ten men; and nothing 
prevented 2 en by the perpemeos, Ir che ben. r on 
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| (28) Abs bodies 3 at Denly or © Shah-djetun-abad are in n built of — Rone, and the — which | is like- 
wile of ftone; being always flat, people ſleep there for fix months d the year, as they do in moſt parts of 
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That's having entered the province of Cab8?, Oandögran and Wein end 


had been ordered to match out and to oppoſe birn ; but they contented them. 
fetves With loitering their time inthe City, after ſpreading ſeveral times the re. 
Port of their matching out: x conduct which they thought to be a piece ot re. 
fied policy, and a political ſtroke in the art of government. Nadyr-ſhah 


| having ficked Djetalabad, marched to Piſhavor, in the environs of which 
phice ge wits Encounteted by Naffyr⸗qhan, governor of Cab8?, who, having 


pied to what troops he could muſter amullitude of Afghans, which he brought 
together, refolved to make a ſtand in a certaie defile-and a narrow valley, as 

difficult as that of Halber (29), and which he imagined to have put beyond 
inſuns. Nadyr-ſhah hearing of his preparations, ſent him this ſhort meſſage: I 
Eben jou that J Batt Be on ſuch o day in fich u plice, from whence you wilt do wel 
is retire, wail I am paſſed. The meſſage produced no effect: that very day 
Nadyr-ſhah appeared; and having pus to the ſword every one that attempted 


do ſtand before him, whether Indian or Afghan, Naſſyr- han himſelf was 


, and fell in the hands of the Cuzzut-baſhes;but on his inſorming them 
who he was, they carried him to Nadyr-ſhah, who in a few days after ſent for 
him and Honoured him with a Qbylaat, Thatprince from Piltiavor; advanced 
to the Areck (250), which he croſſed in boats, and he entered the Province of 
MSitan, the Capital of which is Lahor. This unfortunate eountry exhibited 
already a ſcene of confufion and maſſacre: feveral thouſands ot bandicties a- 
vailing themſelves of theweaknefy of government, caaleſced into two oppoſite 


and ruined ſeveral of the beſt diſtricts. On the approach of Nadyr-ſbab, Ze- 
——_ — Wen he commanded, and ofthe HT with which 


> Mi. 2 r — — — — 
; _ 


- —ͤ—ͤ— ; * _ — 


pos: A narrow difficult ener in A Laſt of Medina, where the ng ſuffered mucli in reduc. nde 
Jews that inhabited thoſe parts. Nox urs the inhabitants even to day free from judaifim, being as-fierce as ever: 


2 -(ag0)Ateck, comes: from teens to * the. Indus being in times of yore the Laſt boundary of Hindoſtan towards 


8 a mighty river which none was bafſered to croſs without a paſs from Cabꝭiʒ and Cab81 Gigmifies conſent; 


Bow ry * 
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he could ſupport them, came out of the city, and having choſen an advantageous 


poſt on the Ravi, the river that waſhes that city, he prepared for battle. But 


tools never know any thing of either war or peace, but when it is at their own ex- 


pence. Nadyr-ſhah on deſcrying that multitude of Indians hudeled together, 


ſpurred his horſe into the water, and, with the few Cuzzel-baſhes that were at 
hand, he-puſhed on to the oppoſite fide, where he ſoon put to flight the foremoſt 
of thoſe that ſeemed the beſt mounted and ſkilled ; the reſt, ſeeing this havock, 
fled with the utmoſt conſternation; and the Governor joined them, and took 
ſhelter within the City; whilſtNadyr-ſhah encamped cloſe to the walls. Zeke- 


riah-qhan, ſenſible now of his error, wrote a ſupplique to the Monarch to excuſe 


the error of his conduct, and to offer a ſurrender; the offer being accepted, he 
come out, payed his reſpects, and was honored with a Qbylaat. From Lahor, 
Nadyr-ſhah proceeded directly to Shah - djehan · abad, from which city Mahmed- 
ſhah had likewiſe ſet out with his whole court and a numerous army: but he 
moved on with 1o much ſlowneſs, that in two months time he had only advan- 

_ ced toCarnal;a town ſeated at the head ofthe canal made by Aaly-verden-qhan; 

and this was uſt four days journey from the capital. There he encamped, and 
having a numerous artillery, he ordered it to be placed round the camp, and the 
guns to be made faſt to each other by chains. Nadyr-ſhah on his march from 
Lahor had two or three times ſent a meſſage to the Indian Emperor, informing. 
him of Mahmed-qhan Turkman's embaſſy to his court: to all which meſſages 
no anſwers were given, nor was the Ambaſſador himſelf diſmiſſed: he was 
kept in camp, without any one being able to gueſs what might be the intent 
of ſuch a ſtrange Policy.  Qhand68ran had long ago wrote to Radja-Djehi- 

ling-ſaviiand to ſome other powerful Radjas,on the valour and proweſs of whole 
Radjp8ts/ that miniſter repoſed the higheſt confidence; and whoſe aſſiſtance he 
reckoned as certain; but it failed him; and every Gentoo Prince contented him 
lelf with amuſing the miniſter with frivolous pretences,and far fetched excuſes: 

every one kept himſelf at home; and not one of them did move a foot. The « 
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Emperor and his whole court expected with impatience the arrival of Saadet. 
qhan ; and the eye of hope was fixed on the ground he was to tread on the 
highway. What looks ſtrange is, that although Nadyr-ſhah was now ſo very 
near, and his army was a numerous one, nevertheleſs not a man either 
public or private 1n the Hindoſtany army knew for certain where he might be; 
and the firſt intelligence received, was from the graſs-cutters (280) , and other 
army men, who going out of camp at about eleven in the morning for the pur- 
poſe of bringing forage and other neceſſaries, had advanced about three or 
four coſſes in the plain; where having been ſet upon by ſome detached troops 
of the enemy's, they returned wounded to camp, which they filled with migh- 
ty reports of the heavineſs of the blows they had received, and of the proweſs 
of the Moguls. The camp was in a tumult in an inſtant; and a general pa- 
nic ſeemed to have ſeized every mind; and eager was every one to ſee Saadet- 
qhan arrive: at laſt news came, that he was at hand, and on a Wedneſday the 
fifteenth of Zilcaadah in the year 1150, Qhando8ran advanced out of camp 
to meet him; and having embraced him, he brought him to the Emperor, 
who received that general with diſtinguiſhed marks of favor and attention, and 
ordered him to encamp cloſe to Qhando8ran's troops. That general repair- 
ing to the ſpot, was waiting for his baggage, when news was brought that his. 
aggage had been ſet upon by ſome of Nadyr-ſhah's light troops, which 
were committing much hayock there. Saadet-qhan allarmed by ſuch intelli- 
Fence ſent Qhando8ran notice that he could not help going to aſſiſt his 
| people actually engaged with the enemy; and he immediately advanced 
to the ſpot. Mean while this meſſage having been imparted by Qhan- 
do8ran to the Emperor, and by him to Nizam-el-mulk, the latter an- 
iwered, that it was already three in the afternoon, by which time Saa- 
8 4 s people muſt be —_ Dy the length of their march ; 1 chat 
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60 Horſes in the field are fed in Hindoſtan with a kind of quickſet graſs, which the grooms ſcrape from the 
open fields with a proper inſtrument. This ſame graſs is alſo dried into hay and ſold in towns. Several kinds of 
aha wa 0 in R variety of beans, 
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« jt was unreaſonable therefore to fight that day ; let lis Majeſty, added he, 
« iſſue iis commands to. that General to contain his eagerneſs for a few 
« hours until to-morrow morning, at which time the army being aſſembled; 

« and in battle array with that numerous Artillery in their front, would' march 
«© up to the enemy, and under his Majefty!'s auſpices, would perform. 
ſome glorious action. This anſwer of Nizam-el-mulk's having been impart- 
ed by a meſſage to Qhando8ran, the latter aſcribed it to ſome neglect or 
jealouſy in Nizam-el-mulk, and he returned for anſwer, that Saadet - qhan 
© was already far off, and muſt undoubtedly be already engaged with the 


enemy; and that it would be ungenerous indeed and. cowardly to ſuffer ſo ö 


« brave and fo faithful a ſervant to be expoſed alone to the enemy. Such neg- 
« lect, ſaid he, is very contrary to rule, and highly diſhonorable to the ſer- 


vice. Let others do as they pleaſe, for my part I muſt go, and ſupport 
Saadet qhan.” He ſaid, and immediately mounting his Elephant, which 


was ſtanding in readineſs, he marched forward, being followed by his own- 


troops and by ſome light Artillery; and there remained only two or three 
hours of day-light, when he arrived on the field of battle, where he took his 
poſt on Saadet-qhan's elbow, at about one mile diſtance from him. Nadyr- 
ſhah, on ſeeing his van engaged, left part of his army for the guard of his 
camp, and marching out with the main body, as far as the field of battle, he 
divided his troops in three parts, kept one with himſelt, and ſent the two others 


to engage the two Indian Lords; when the brave Cuzzel-baſhes ſpurring their 


horſes, ruſhed upon the enemy, and fell a wounding, killing and diſmount- 


ing ; and in a couple-of hours, they did fo much execution, that the troops of 
thoſe two Lords were thrown into the utmoſt diſorder and fled, eſpecially 
thoſe of Qhand68ran's, who loſt the braveſt and moſt illuſtrious of his com 
manders : Theſe with Muzafer-qhan, his brother at their head, ſet- out in a 


body for the Regions of eternity. Of this number were Qhand68ran's eldeſt. 
On, Aly-hamed-qhan, Shch-2zad-ghan, Yad-gar-qhan, with Mirza-akyl-beg: 
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the Cuiraſs-wearer (28 1) and moſt of the men of his corps; as well as Mir- 
g$18, ſon to Mir- muſhreff, and Ratun-chund, fon to Ray-qhoſhall-chund. 
Qhando8ran himſelf being ſeverely wounded,and ſenſeleſs, was carried away by 
a few friends, who on the duſk of the evening arrived at the army, where in 
conſequence of that diſcipline ſo conſpicuous in the camps of the Emperors of 
Hindoſtan, they found nothing of Qhando8ran's encampment, but an empty 
waſte, with not even a tree to afford ſhelter to that miniſter's, ſenſeleſs and ex- 
piring body: the whole including treaſure, furniture, tents, equipages, 
horſes, and cattle, had been plundered by the Hindoſtanies and his own 
people. At laſt a ſmall tent was ſent by ſome perſon, and Qhand68ran was 
ſtretched at his length upon the ground; where the Vezir Camer-eddin- 
qhan, and Nizam-el-mulk, together with the principal eunuchs of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſeraglio, came to viſit him to condole on his misfortune, and to ſuppli- 
cate heaven for his conſervation. Qhando8ran, who was now come to him- 
ſelf, opened his eyes with difficulty, and finding himſelf going, he ſaid theſe 
words: © as to me, my buſineſs is done: indeed we have done it ourſelves : 
© now take care of your own concerns: let me tell you only a few 
£« words: beware of letting the Emperor go to viſit Nadyr-ſhah; and beware 
cc of letting Nadyr-ſhah proceed to the city; better to avert chat calamity from 
hence, and to make him go back: procure this by every means in your power.” 
The two lords, after hearing theſe words, and conferring a little together, re- 
turned to their homes; and Qhand68ran, on the nineteenth of the ſame month 
departed this life, and repaired to the manſions of eternity. | 
Ms an while Saadet-qhan was ſtill in the field of battle, and thoſe of his 
men that had eſcaped the ſlaughter had formed into a body,and ſurrounded him 


on all ſides, when the Cuzzel-baſhes forming a general attack, one of them 
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(281) Cummel, ſignifies in Hindoſtany coarſe blanket; it alſo ſignifies a quilted coat of arms; and there was 
a body of three thouſand men at the Capital, accoutred in that garb. There are two quiltings, one with cotton, 
and one with the rejected parts of the Cocoons, always thrown away in manufactures of raw filk. Thus laſt bids 


defiance to the keeneſt ſabre, and not ſeldom to the bullet. -Sce the 9 S 
2 | 
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who was a young Turk, from thoſe about Niſhap8r, (282) and of Sodfle a 
townſman of Saadet - qhan's, having forced his paſſage, ſtood intrepidly before 
him, whilſt the latter was ſhooting on all ſides with his bow, and having recol- 
jected his features he cryed ont to him, Mabmed-aamin, againſt whom art thou 
fighting? and on what ſoldiers doft thou reckon ? Art thou mad? Saying this he 
fixed his ſpear in the ground, alighted, and making his horſe faſt to it, 
he got hold of one of the elephant's ropes, and mounted into the Hiodah 


(283), were he preſented his poinard to the other's throat. Saadet-qhan who | 


knew the cuſtoms of Iran, made a f ign of ſubmiſſion and ſurrendering to the 
man, was ſeized as priſoner by the claws of deſtiny and carried to Nadyr-ſhah, 

That Prince ſpoke a few words to him, and uſed him with much kindheſs; and 
i growing dark, he quitted the field of battle, and retired to his camp. Saas 
det-qhan being now informed of Gardegrar 8 death, conceived that this was 
afavourable moment forſucceeding to that Nobleman' 8 office of Princeof Prin- 
ces, which he had always kept in vicw; and with that intention he made a me- 
rir of his opening a negociation with Nadyr- ah. That Prince agreed to con- 
clude a peace, and to go back to his dominions, on being payed two corors of 
Rupees: and it was ſtipulated, that as foon as Nizam-el-mulk ſhould come 
and provide for the payment of that ſum,Nadyr-ſhah's ſabre would be returned 
into the ſcabbard. This 800d piece of news was announced 1 in a note from him 
to the E:nperor and another to Nizam-el- mulk : the Emperor glad of the turn 
which his affairs had taken, at a time when both he, and his counſellor Niz- 


| am-el-mulk, had hidden their heads within the fleeve of trepidation and deſ pair, 


and were at a loſs what party to take, irnimediacely diſpatched Nizam-el- 
mulk with i Full e conclude. The latter wy arrived? in e 


1 


ä —— 
— 
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(232) Nithapoer o or - Ne gele- 1 FEAR his „ nd, FR 10 RY ds ho found tl the e beſet with when he 
wa: rebuilding in Quhorailon, atown which had been ruined by Alexander. There are Afars It QOoraſſan as 
V ell as in Ader-bayd an, a province at the weſtern ext iem ty of Perſia the Afihars are a T WIRED in x + as Are 5 

Q-.dj:5 in Mezanderan and the Fetilies, amt Zendies, c. &c. etfewhere: \ 


(283) The Faodah is the throne or Sedan on the elephant: it may admit ti two r men, and with di fficu'y three. 
I: is made of boards, and often caſed withiron or braf 3 and o lb as to cover a mans breaſt. T n 1 
| lowct, and with a cieling, and is for parade only. Wesen ' aq , 0 
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camp, was introduced to that Prince by Saadet - qhan's mediation, where he pro. 
miſed to pay the two corors; aſter which, he returned in high ſpirits to his 
maſter, to wliom he took care to ſet in the faircſt point of view his own 
abilities and his zealous conduct throughout this treaty. The Emperor conſi- 
dering that chis negociation had turned out much more favourably than he 
had reaſon to expect, loaded his counſellor wich encomiums and favors, and 
heard with patience his requeſting, as his reward, the office of Prince of Princes 
as well as the Qhylaat of that high dignity. - That Monarch who hitherto 


had all along been agitated, with fears for both his life, and crown, 


thought it incumbent upon him to comply with this general's ambitious de- 
mand, and to keep him contented ; ; he therefore ſent immediately for a 
Qbylaat and inveſted him with that high office. The next day being the 
twentieth, . that Monarch on a note from N adyr-ſhah, ſet out at day 
break for the Iranian camp with Nizam-el-mulk's adyi ice and approbation. 
On his approaching, Naſr- allah- mirza (284) ſon to Nadyr ſhah; came out 


by that conqueror's order to meet him ; and on the young Prince's: being 


N deſcribed at ſome diſtance, Mahmed-ſhah ordered his Taht-revan or moving 


throne to be ſet down, and from thence he embraced: him as a ſon; and taking 
him S =Y Taht-revan, he proceeded to Nadyr-ſhah's quarters. That con- 
queror on deſcrying the Indian monarch, got- up, advanced to the end of the 
carpet, and embraced him. After which he took him by the hand, carryed 
him to his own Meſned or Throne, made him. fit together with himſelf, and 
after having, ſhewn him every mark of honour and diſtinction, he diſmiſſed 
him with the u. moſt regard. As ſoon as he had ſet out for his own cainp, 
news came to Saadet-qhan, chat he had been ſupplanted in the dignity of 
Emuir-ul-umrah, and that Nizam-el-mulk had been inveſted with it: this piece of 


news threw him into all the agonies of the moſt violent paſſion and reſentment; 


and now . only to his indignation, he maited.on air whom. 


E ——— 
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(284) aw, pgnifies the Royal prince Naſr-allab 3 but Mica at Ss | cal w_ 


— — 


| the writer, the man ol letters, Naſrallah. Mr. Naſrallah. Vue en 0 


he 
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he repreſented . that no one in the Hindoſtany camp had fo much power as 
% Nizam-el-mulk, and none ſo much abilities to tranſact buſineſs ; and what 
«fo mighty a matter, added he, is a ſum of two corrors, that your Majeſty 
« ſhould think of going back for ſo ſmall a conſideration; the two corrors 
« in India are ſuch a ſum, as myſelf, your ſlave, can afford, and which I 
« will pay out of my own private purſe: But immenſe riches may be had 
« from the Emperor's camp, from his Palace, from thoſe. of his grandees, 
««- and from che Bankers and the Merchants of the, capital; on condition 
« only that you proceed to that city: nor is it ſo fat off: only at forty coſſes 
4 from hence. Pleaſe to depart immediately.“ Nadyr-ſhah's eyes being 
6c opened by ſuch a ſpeech, and his views enlarged by ſuch a ſuggeſtion, he 


wrote a note to Nizam-el-mulk, ' commanding his attendance. The latter 


truſting to the treaty concluded, and to Nadyr-ſhah's word, ſet out without 
heſitation; being introduced to the preſence; he received orders to come back 
in the evening, and to bring Mahmed-ſhih with him as to a ſecond inter vie w 
Nizam-el-mulk repreſented that ſuch were not the terms of the treaty, but was 
anſwered, c that the treaty was ſtill ſubſiſting: I have, ſaid that Prince, no 
r deſigns againſt Mahmed-ſhah's s Empire, nor againlt his life or his honour; 
* only it is proper that I ſhould ſee him again.“ This order with Nadyr- 
ſhah's pleaſure, was tranſmitted by Nizamicl. mulk to his maſter; chat Prince 
actually under che preſſure of a ſet of circumſtances which lie could not go- 


vern, was fain to comply; and taking with him Emir-qhan, and IHac-qhan, | 


with a few. Pike men, and ſome ſervanrs and eunuchs, he ſet out for the Ira- 
nian eamp; finding that his lords; and Monſubdars (28 5) with his whole 
bouſchold, were abſoluely bent on following him, he ſtopped; and obliged 
them” to go back; after which he haſtened his pare; ficting on his moving 


throne : . arrived, he was deſired to malten at a tent m had been Eeab, | 


OI 
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(285) Military men, enjoying the 2 of 250, 500, looo, to ten and dels übe ke ith the effec· 
tual command ſometimes of ſo many troopers, but in general of only one half of that number ; ; and ſometimes 
with the eſtectual command of ſo many ure at two borſes and even three horſes eg '} 
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ed-up for him; and a moment aſter, he received this meſſage : * ſend for the 
e veiled ones of your ſanctuary, together with your family, and houſehold 


4 and camp, equipage and furniture; and likewiſe for your — and the 


« officers attending the ſame: live eaſy; and ſarisfied with us in our camp.” 
this meſſage was followed by an order ſent and publiſhed inthe Hindoſtany camp, 
giving leave to every one to remain where he was, or to return to ſhah-Djehan- 
abad; and moſt perſons took the latter party. Mahmed-ſhah having ſent fot 
his family and houſhold and for his orher officers, an order was brought by 
a Niſſikh-chy (286) to Camer- eddin- qhan, commanding his attendance; and 
the Vezir complied immediately. A little before this latter tranſaction, Saadet- 
qhan in company with Tahmaſp the Djelair, an officer who commanded the 
corps of that name, had ſet out for the capital with an order from che conquerer, 
and another from Mahmed - ſhah, enjoining Lott ollahqhan- ſaduc, Deputy-go- 
vernorof that city to open the gates of the caſtle, and to deliver every thing and 
every oe to thoſe two lords. Af. er their departure, Nadyr-ſhah himſelf ſet 
out with Mahmed-ſhah in his company. As to the Hindoſtany army moſt of the 
men on hearing of their monarch' s detention, and of the Vezir's departure, took 
frightand diſperſed; and they were all killed or plundered by the Iranian patties 


that were marauding; and many more by the Peaſants, who roſc every where 


upon them. Moſt of them were ſlain; and thoſe that were ſpared, were ſtrip- 
ped to their kin. On the eighth of Zilhij in the year 1159, Mahmed-ſhah 
entered the city, and went to the caſtle where two days after N adyr-ſhab fol- 
lowed and took up his quarters. Mahmed- ſhah occupied his old apartments 
attended by all the lords of his court and all his houſhold, which took up their 
abodes in. the places and poſts to which they, were/accuſtomed. On the tenth 
of the. ah which was. the day of the Corban (28 7). or upto 45 Koot- 


— 


(286): A Niſſikhchi, is an armed m- Ee order. There were len ttioulan s in Rar hal: s camp 
aud court, ſome ſay fix th uſand: they ial & military puniſhments; and one of their duties is to ſtand in the 


rear of the army and to cut e. that dares to . Their arms are n 111 -a ſabre and @ bout 
SUN'S, calleu W 1 5 | | 


| (237) The Corban, i is a F 0a we ol at leaſt one 3 which every Mufulman is on the tenth of Zhi) obli- 


ed to lacrifice with his own baud, in commemoration of Abraham's ſacr iſice. 
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bah was recited (218 9 in the Principal moſque for N adyr-ſhah.. And the next 


day a report ſpread every where that he was no more. Some e that "By 


had died of a natural death, and ſome, as if to coverMahmed. ſhah, ſaid that 5 


had been killed by a Calmac- woman (28 90. Be that as it will,this report which 


ran throughout the city, filled it in an hour” s time, although he was actually full 


of life in the Ci tadel; and the gates of i it were open day and night: ſome of his 
Troops were encamped before thoſe gates, many had taken up their lodgings 
throughout che City; ; and many had encamped on the ſtrand which is betwixt 
the City and the River. Hardly had this falfe rumour (| pread throughout the City, 
than armed bodies of Hindoſtanies made their appearance in the principal 
ſtreets, putting to the Sword, as many Cuzzet-baſhes, as they could lay their 
hands upon; and as the latter, uninformed of the report, and unacquainted 
with the Country Language, were rambling about by two or more together, 
without ſulpeRting any harm, they were maſſacred with caſe; and although night 
came on, and it was expected that the tumult would ſubſide, it took: new 
force on the © couritr ary ; ; and thoſe ſcditions, without taking a moment of reſt, 
were more eager than ever. Nadyr-ſhah being informed of theſe matters, or- 
dered his men to remain every one where he was, but armed and ready to 


take a revenge, and if attacked to repell force by force. It is obſervable, that 


of ſo many Indian Lords lodged or ſtationed all over the City, not one . 


chem took the trouble to move about and to appeaſe the tumult. Nay ſome 

of chem that had taken from N adyr-ſhah a number of Cuzzel-baſhes as ſafe-- 

guards to their families arid houſes, ſuffered them to be maſſacred i in thoſe very. 

houſes,or maſſacred them themſelves in ſo much that although in the engage- 
ment at Carnal, chere were namore Wan three men ſlain and twenty wounded in 

| the Iranian army, this tumult coſt Nadyr-ſhah more than ſeven hundered men. 


The day being now e dayning, « and the whey oy raging with greater fury than 
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I The Qaotdah | is A form, of a prayer pronounced gem Friday by the "miaiter at the Moſqoe: hog 


matters it contains an apprecation forthe reigning Prince, aad e amounts to an acknowledgement 
of bis ſovereignty. * 7 | . | | 
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The Iranians- 
ſet up and Maſ- 
ſacred on a re- 
port of Nadyr-- 
ſhah's death. 


Nadyr- ſhah 
incenſed, orders 
a general Maſſa- 
cre of the inha- 
bitants of the 
City. 
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ever, EIT ak mounted bis horſe, and came out tor the citadel with an inten- 
tion to ap peaſe it; but on beholding the laughter chat had been made of his 
people, he ordered A general maſſacre to be commenced from that very {pot ; and 
as bodies of Cayalry and Infantry were departing on that errand, he directed 


them to leave not a ſoul alive wherever they ſhould diſcover the body of a mur. 


dered Cuzzel- baſh. In an inſtant the ſoldiers getting upon the tops ofthe houſes, 


commenced killing, ſlaughtering and plundering the people S property, and car- 


rying away their wives and daughters. N umbers of houſes were ſet on fire and 
ruined. At aboith noon, when the — of che maſſacred bad exceeded all com- 
petition, a general pardon was proclaimed by Nadyr-ſhab's order, and the ſoldier 
every where ſheathed his ſabre. In a few days the ſtench ariſing from ſo many 
unburied bodies, which were filling the houſes and ſtreets became ſo exceſlive, 
that the air was infected throughout the whole city, and the paſſage barred in 
many places, On information of this, the Cutral received orders to bury 
the dead, and to cleanſe and clear the ſtreets. That magiſtrate, having brought 
all thoſe bodies together in heaps, ſurrounded them with the beams and rafters 
of the nad houſes, 8 ſetting fire to the wood, the whole was conſumed, with- 
out any diſtinction of Muſulman or Infidel. A few days after, Saadet-qhan di- 
ed of a Cancer which ſeized his foot ; but the two Corors of Rupees which he 
bad promiſed, were payed by his! Nephew and Deputy, Ab81-manſ8r qhan, 
and brought to Nadyr- ſhah by Sher-jdung , who had been ſent for that pur- 
poſe with a body of A thouſand Cuz zelbaſh horſes. That Prince not con- 
tent with the treaſures and wealth fo und in the Imperial repoſitories, raiſed. 
immenſe contributions on the inhabitants: "after which, he drew from the 
Seraglio a Virgin Princeſs from amongſt the deſcendants of the Emperor 
Shah-c qjchan, and married her to his younger fon, Nafr-allah- -mirza, a young 
Prince who accompanied him in that expedition; and, as he was in haſte to 
return to his dominions, he contented himſelf with ſevering! from the Empire 
of Hindoſtan, and adding to his own, the whole of che Provinces of Sind, and 


Cabsl, with ſom? diſtricts of Pendjab, that had always been ſet apart for the 
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pay of the garriſons of Cabs l; but he reſtored the Empire of Hindoſtan to its 
owner. On his departure, he received from Mahmed-ſhaha ſumptuous entertain- 
ment, in which this prince had appointed a number of the Lords of his court 
to perform each a particular function: that of Emir-qhan-umdet-ul-mylk 
was to preſent the Coffee (290). On mixing the Coffee in preſence of the 
two monarchs, a ſudden thought ſtarted in his mind, that if he did not pre- 
ſent the firſt diſh to Mahmed-ſhah his maſter and Lord, ſuch a negle& 
would be conſtrued into a want of zeal and reſſ pect, and would create ſuſpi- 
cions beſides; and if he did, ſuch a preference might give offence to Nadyr- 
ſhah, a prince {anguinary and little ſcrupulous, and whoſe refentment no 
one could incur with tafety. At laſt he filled up a diſh, and putting it in the 
hands of Mahmed-ſhah, he ſaid your ſervant is ro inconfiderable to put a diſh 
of Coffee in the hands of the King of Kings; let your Majeſty, zvho are 
my maſter and his brother, preſent it yourſe;f. The two monarchs, pleaſed 
with the ingenuity of his expedient, loaded him with encomiums and his 
conduct was applauded both by the Hindoſtanies and the Iranians. And 
in fact, he was 2 man of an elegant deportment, as well as exceedingly 
ingenious , and full of delicate taſte in whatever he did. After this enter- 
tainment, Mahmed-ſhah being ſent for with all his grandees, which were for- 
med into a circle, was preſented with a Djica (291) by the hands of Nadyr-ſhah, 
who gave him alſo many advices and counſels, and returned him his crown 
of Hindoſtan ; and that Prince having likewiſe decorated with a Qhylaat e- 
very one of the Hindoſtany grandees, he, on the Seventh of Sefer, in the 
year 11 52 ; 8 5 and ee for Tis own was 
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Fo The manner of preſenting and . coffee being ſo very different in Hindotan, from what it is in 
Europe, ſhall be explained i in aſubſequent note ; the words made uſe of by Emir-qhan were more nervous and 
Laconic in a work which the tranſlator has ſeen of his bon-mots : It was theſe, after having nearly preſented 
the diſh to Nadyr ſhah, he ſuddenly ſtopped like one who recollected ſ ome miſtake, and gave it to Mahmed- 
ſhah, with this apology “ let an el do the Honors of his houſe to 2 nes. © of - x 1 am too inconfide- 
rable for that office.” 2 7 | | 1 


(291) The Djica is an ornament of gold ſtudded with jewels ſurmounted by an aigreet: it is carryed on the 
right ſide, but vertically. The aigret itſelf is made either of the Tail of a bird of Paradiſe, or of a ſheaf of thoſe 
Nass: threads that come from Venice and from England, and imitate all the hues of the moſt brilliant Rain-bow 
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After Nadyr- 
ihat''s departure 
Mahmed - ſhah 
endeavors todiſ- 
mifs the T8ra- 
nian party fiom 


the adminiſtra- 


tion. 


Ar rxx his departure, Mahmed- nah turned his views towards his Own af. 
fairs: he was affiſted by the counſels of the Vezir-Camer-eddia-ctian; by Ni. 
zam-cl- ilk, and eſpecially by Is-hac-qhan,. a Nobleman lately come within 
the cirtle of adminiſtration, but who by his perſonal attachment, and by the 
many important ſervices he had rendered in the engagement at Carnal, and 
throughout the whole war with Nadyr- ak, had greatly endeared himſelf to 
to the Emperor. He was made Divan of the Qbaliſſah or Exchequer-office, 
Emir-qhan was decorated with che title of Umdet- l- mulk or the greateſt of 
the ſtate, and the charge of third Pay- maſter · general; and that of Sedr was 


beſtowed on Azim-ollah-qhan. On the twenty-ninth of the ſame month 


MB8rteza-qhanz received the Qhy laat of Mir-t8rki, as did Naamet-ollah- han 
nephew. toNizam-el-mulk, that of Carzol-beghy. Onthe eighth of the firſt Rc. 
by, the Elephant- office was beſtowed on Hady-aly-qhan,brother to Emir-qhan 
in a Qbylaat of ſix. pieces, and Seyd-ſelabet-qhan. ſon to Saadat-qhan, was 
made Superintendant of the Ahedian guards, as was Emir-qhan himſelf 
of the Ala-ſhahians. The Poſt office and tlie Gazette office were beſtowed on 
the Phyſician, Maaſoom-aly-qhan.. On the ſeventeenth of Shaaban the 
dignity of Mahi or fiſh was beſtowed on Ifaac-qhan as well as on Selabet- 
qhan; Saad-eddin-qhan, Mir-ateſby,, received the office of the regiſtered 
e 7 ; x 1235 

Arrzx all cheſe promotions, the Emperor turned his thoughts towards 

the management of his own affairs: he had long ago harboured ſuſpicions 


| againſt the zeal and fidelity, not only of Camereddin-qhan and Nizam-el- 


mulk, but againſt all the TS ranians in general;nor had theſe ſuſpicions receiv- 


ed any alteration by their conduct all along the troubles of Nadyr-ſhah's in- 
vaſion: Reſolved, therefore, to weaken their confederacy, he was fearful to act 


openly; but,as he had-given kis confidence to Ernir-qhan and to Iſaac-qhan, he 
wiſhed to hear their opinion about what line of conduct he ought to purſue. 
Emir- qhan who joined a deal of courage to che moſt keen dilcernment, was for 
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che Empetpr'saRting operily; and for lis difiniſſing/Cameretidin-qhan From the 
Miniſtry ; and in his private conferences with the Emperor, he uſed to tell 
him; chat ſhould his Majeſty vouchſafe to extend: the Princely hand of his 
goodneſs ſo as to overſhadow- the head of his faithful ſervant; and ſteadily to 
perſilt ĩn that reſolution, he entertaĩned no doubts, but that he might bring 
the affairs of the Empire under whatever regulation he ſhould think proper. 
T he Emperor who now repoſed the higheſt confidence in his zeal and abilities, 


reſolved" to diſmiſs Camer- eddin · qhan, /and waited only for the time when e. 


Nizam- el: mulk ſhould be gone to his Viceroyalty of Decan; nor was the latter 
leſs deſirous of reviſiting countries where his authority had ſuffered from his 
abſence inconſequence of the troubles and confuſion occaſioned every where 
by Nadyr-ſhab's invaſion; and in conſequence of that ſpirit of inſubordi- 
nation and independence which betrayed itſelf in the behaviour and conduct of 
his ſon Naſr-djung, whom he had left in Decan as his Deputy-general. Fear- 
ful of ſome diſorders that would overſet the tranquillity of thoſe countries, 
he transferred his office of Prince of Princes to his eldeſt ſon Ghazi- eddin- 

qhan, who was ald · ſon · in · law to Camer-eddin-qhan, obtained the Emperot's 
conſent” for ſuch a transfer; ſaw the young Lord inveſted wich the Qbylaat 
of his new office, and then obtained leave to depart; after Which he went out 

of the cĩty and took up his abode in rents. On his departure the Emperor fent 
ſecretly the Scrutore of the Vezir-ſhipto Emir-qhan - but this nobleman who 
vas ſomewhat ſanguine in his temper; having commenced doing ſome open 

ads, and holding about Camer-· eddin- qhan lome diſagreeable diſc ourſes, that 
proved equally unbecoming che dignity and ſtation of the one, as well as the 
eminent rank of the other: the latter, who was ſoon informed of thete ne- 
matters, wrote to Nizam-el-mulk; who {till was encamped 1 in the ſuburbs, and 

he aſked what he chought ought to be done in ſuch a conjecture? the Vicero 
anſwered = that to raſiſt his Majeſty $ will, or to oppoſe the pleaſure of one's 


© maſter and. Lord, was neither proper nor laudable; and that he had | 


*. nothing more to do, "aw to * his Majeſty s leave, and to come with him 
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"this ſupplique, went to Nizam-el-mulk's encampment and 'took-up his abode 


temper, was ſurpriſed and confounded at the contents of this petition ; and 


or times, whatever he thought advantageous to the public. Iſſac-· qhan who ow- 


ever circumſtances he might chance to be, he would never give an advice con- 
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ee in Decan!. On this intimation, the Vezir addreſſed a ſupplique to the 
Emperor in theſe terms: ::* Your faithful ſervant is not conſcious of ever having 
ee been guilty, and is far from being guilty now); but/as a great alteration 
* ſeemsto have taken place in your Imperial mind, poſſibly on the ſuggeſtions 
of intereſted men; and your faithful ſervant is not a man to harbor thoughts 
« of ingratitude or of diſobedience, he i is going to Decan with Nizam-el:mulk: 
« ler your. Majeſty confer the direction of the public affairs on whatever 
s zealous ſubject you ſhall' deviſę.“ Camer- eddin· qhan having forwarded | 


under tents. ' The Emperor, who had little firmneſs and reſolution in his 


ſending for both Emir-qhan and Ifac-qhan, he aſked them their opinion on 
the poſture of affairs. The former made the ſame anſwer which he had al- 
ready made ſome days before : : and the Emperor ſaid nothing, but diſmiſſed 
that  Nohbleman (292). After his departure he aſked Iſſac-qhan his opinion 
and conjured him by every thing ſacred, as he valued his Emperor's welfare, 


and-that of the Empire, to ſay without diſguiſe, and without regard to perſons 
ed his preferment to Emir-qhan, and had promiſed that Nobleman that in what- 


trary to his benefactor's opinion, declined anſwering, and remained filent. The 
Emperor aſtoniſhed at his reluctance, urged him with the moſt ſoothing entreaties, 
andthe moſtſacredoaths.Theotheranſwered in theſe terms: & if I ſpeak according 


to the dictates of my conſcience, I commit a breach of a Solemn promiſe, 


* ” \ 
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(292) This diſmiſſion, unleſs a man be in diſgrace, is always done by preſenting him with, and putting in his 
hands, a biri of paan. This biri of Paan is made-up of one or. two leaves of paan, (which the Europeans are 
Pleaſed to call Betel or Beetle, a word unknown to the natives) and theſe leaves are elegantly folded up with 
a little Chuna, or Shell-lime; ſome decayed Cat Catchoo; and a few thin flices of Sipuri, or Syp:ari, which 
the Europeans are ple. ſed to call Arec, another ward as unknown as the Betel. All that is contained in abit of 
ela, that is Banana leaf, alias Plantain which is as ſhining and as ſoft as Satin ; and this leaf is folded up in the 
form of aP Hs Cone, and made faſt by a N. 4 as by a nail Stack'1 in. Look at the note 116. Section roth. 
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. al break” a Webs agreemert; 'Ifd if T abide bythe Ripulations of that a- 

ce greement 1 become guilty of ingraritude to you, and likewiſe commit a 

« kind of trealon with ref pect to the public: betterthen to ſay nothing; and your 

4 Majeſty mall vouchfafe to hold me excriſed.,” The Emperor aſtoniſhed at 

| theſe words, became more eager than ever, and made uſe of ſo many intreaties / 


= > 
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and/ſo many ſacred oaths, that Iflac· qhan, unable to refiſt any more, delivered | 
ſelf in this manner: Although Emir-qhan is undoubtedly a man of merit, |. 
and a man of courage and counſel, yet he bears amongſt the grandees of In- 715 


« dia, a certain character of preferring a bon -· mot to any conſideration whate- 


Ty 
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« ever, and of acting with an unbecoming airineſs of language and behaviour Es 

« onthe other hand, thoſe who, like your humble ſervant, have been introduced 

«tg preferment by his means, and owe to his recommendation the honour of 

« kifling the Imperial threſhold, of paying their reſpects perſonnally to Majeſ- 

« ty, and of reaching to the higheſt dignities and honours: thoſe, :as 

« well as myſelf, have not yet acquired any adequate weight! in the eyes of the 

* Hindoo Radjas, and of the grandees of Hindoſtan, or of the Lords of the 

« court: in the eyes of all theſe powerful people, we are ſtill the men of yeſter- 

te day, and our ſtation, as well as rank is yet that of yeſterday: thoſe ſame men 

ec look up toNizam-el-mulk and toCamer-eddin-qhan with the higheſt reſpe&; 

« and accuſtomed long hand to obey their dictates, and to conform to their plea =/ f, 
« ſure, Subtmiſſion is become natural to them; and they think it an honour to 
0 inſtrumental in putting their commands in execution: to fall out then with two 
ce ſuch miniſters on the bare ſtrength of the abilities of ſuch men as weare, cannot, 
ein the opinion of your ſervant's deficient mind „be productive of any good. As 
© to the reſt, whatever youſhall have determined in your Imperial mind, will un- 
0 doubtedly prove to be the moſt advantageous party.” The Emperor at theſe 
words recovering as from a profound ſleep, abandoned his late purpoſe, and 
reſolved to live apon good terms with both Nizam-el-mulk and Camer-ed- 
din-qhan; 'The next day Enur-qhan came to court as uſual, and on obſer 5 
ing an alteration in the Emperor's air and appearance, he with much ſurpriſe 

aſked 
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thereaſqn of that change : the Emp ror. anſ ered :* J have feed on 
"us igended proceeding, and find chat ta diſcontens the T8ranian Lords, 

0 are nom the main hinge upon which, my. affairs. turn, is not a proper 

8 4 nor can is redound to my. honour, It becomes cherefpre important 


to dhe well. fare of this Empire, chat they remain quiet and ſaisfied : and 


it is incumbent. upon you likewiſe, as vou value Your character of a zca. 
«logs. Karan to abſſain henceforward ſrom. any. thing that may 


7 raiſe diſſentions, or give them umhrage, Emir - qhan thauroughly ſenſible 
. of; the. great change that had taken place theſe two days, haſtened out of 


town; and i going. to. Nizam-dl-mulk, he made bim as well as Camereddin- 
qhan every apology in his power; and he deſired. them both to explain their 
intentions, as le was reſolred to act: in conformity io. cheit pleaſure. Nizam- 
emulk, after having paſſed many encomiung on Emir qhan, added, that « 
forme. coolneſs had of late taken place between him and Camer-eddin-quun, 


he thought it expedient chat he (Emir-qhan) ſhould repair for. ſometime to 


Jhl-abad, which. after all, added be, is your Government and office, 
Emir. qhan promiſed to comply with their adviſe, and took. bis leave from | 


chem; and baying likewiſe obtained the Emperor's conſent, hie ſer out of 


the capital, and encamped in the environs, where haying {| pent, ſome time in 
providing à field-equipage, putting his affairs in order, and appointing pro- 
per agents to act for him in his abſence, he continued Bis voyage; whilſt 
Ifſac-· qhan, who remained at Court, acquired the bigheſt aſcendant over the 
Emperor's mind, was held in the higheſt eſteem, and became extremely reſ- 
pected by both Nizam-et-miulk. and Camer-eddia-qban.. After this depar- 
ture, there were ſome other changes at court. Ab81-man$t-qhan, ſon- 
in-law to Saadet-qhan, who. had been honoured, with the Government of 
A84, repaired to chat capital, and applied biinſelf to all the arts that could 
ſupport and increafe the power of his Government. Zekeriah-qhan was | ſuffered 


BFF in which he bad been 


continued 
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continued by Nadyr-ſhah himſelf; and that Governor's youngeſt ſon, who 
bore à character for courage and reſolution, and who on his having accom- 
panied Nadyr-ſhah and ſerved him as guide in his expedition againſt the 
Afghan, N8r-mahomed-qban-leili, had been honoured by the Conqueror 
with the fir-name of Shab-nevaz-qhani (293), was ſuffered to continue in Pend- 
jab, where he ſeemed to have no buſineſs but that of quieung the diſtricts be- 
ſtowed on him, and enjoying heir revenues. 1384 
After Nadyriſhah's departure, the ſcene that had bach aul for ſometime in 
the capital as well as in all the provinces, now became intereſting in Bengal. 
Shudjah-qhan, whom we have ſeen Viceroy of Bengala and Azim-abad, and 


Oreſſa, departed this life and repaired to the manſions of divine mercy about the 


time when Nadyr-ſhah arrived at Shah-djehan-abad. It would be difficult to 


mention all the good qualities of that worthy man, and ſtill more difficult to de- 


ſeribe even a few of them in this book; for there was not a man in his ſervice 


whom he had not eſſentially obliged by ſome perſonal favours : and finding 
his diſſolution at hand, he made a preſent of two months wages to every noble- 
man, every man, Civil and Military; and to every ſoldier or trooper in his ſervice, 
without excepting the ſervants of his houſehold, or even the women that attended 
as menial ſervants in his Seraglio. And a fe days before his deceaſe he ſent toaſk 


pardon from every one of them, intreating their forgiveneſs. His benevolence 


was ſuch, that, whoever had once chanced to have been of his acquaintance, was 


{ure of receiving ſome fayour; and even the old women he had ſeen at Bur- 
han- poor, the place of his nativity, or which he remembered. to have heard of, 


did not fail to experience his munificence, every one of them receiving a ſuit- 


able penſion. He was ſo impartial an obleryer of Juſtice, and a Judge of {o 


much benignity, that the pooreſt ſuitor was ſure of being in his preſence upon a 
footing with his very ſon : and the fearful {parrow, certain of finding in his bo- 
ſom a ſhelter againſt the hawk's. 3 flew. cowards him with a perle reli- 
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-arice on his goodneſs: ſo that people acquainted with biftory, thought they lived 
in N68-ſhirvan's reign (294). he was of ſq beneficient a temper, that whenever * 
any perſon endowed with ſome little capacity, or even with the air and language 
of a gentleman , appeared in Moorſhoodabad, he immediateiy received infor- 

mation of his arrival and of the ſubject of his coming; and he in general wait- 
ed three or four days until he heard of the man's having ſome friend in his Ca- 

pital upon whoſe application, he always granted the whole or part of the ſtran- 
gers demand; elſe, if he obſerved that the man had neither acquaintances nor 
friends, he aſſembled his Court, and after having mentioned the man's arriya] 
and his-errand, he would obſerve that to all appearance not one man of the 
company knew any thing of the ſtranger”, otherwiſe, added he .I ſuppoſe I 

* ſhould' have received ſome application on his behalf already.” After theſe 

few words he would pauſe a little to give time to ſome one preſent to take ſhame 


to himſelf, and to apply, in which caſe he always gave a favourable anſwer; elſe, 
he ſent to enquire of the man himſelf, and to intorm him, that ſince he had 
come from ſo far, he ought to have given him ſome notice of his circumſtances, 
and alſo to pay him a viſit : after this he ſent him under hand a ſupply of mo- 
ney; nor was any of his ſervants daring enough to impoſe upon him in theſe 
matters; nor was ſuch a cuſtom in his houſhold, as has taken to deep a root 


(295) and 1 practiſed every where and upon all rnb I mean that the 
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(294) N3$-ſhirvan or rather An8b-ſhirvan, one of the laſt kings of Perſia of the Saſſanian race. He reigned 
forty-four years, and proved one of the worthieſt men that ever exiſted. The Prophet was born in his reig", 
and he even wrote him a letter, which the latter tore to pieces, paſſing upon bim at the ſame time, as well as 
upon all the Arabs in general thoſe ſarcaſms in four lines to be ſeen in the Shah-nameh: they are ſo curious that 
the reader will forgive his being reminded of them. 

From feeding upon Camel's milk and upon mice and Snakes, 
« Matters are ſo much altered with this Arabian fellow, 
« That he caſts a wiſhſul eye upon the throne of kings. 
« Spittle be upon thy face, thou Arabian, upon thy face be ſpittle.” ; 

(295) The author ſeems to glance at the menial ſervants of the Engliſh, the beſt payed, and beſt 8 ſer · 
vants upon earth, and yet through the careleſſneſs of their maſters, the moſt importunate and the moſt ſhameleſs 
exactors India. But however had he ſeen thoſe of Aſef-eddoulah's, he would have found them no ways inferior 
to the moſt begging ſeryants of the Engliſh ; and they are probably ſo many copies every where equal to their 


originals. 5 Yuck 2 


ſervant 
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ſervants or W 83 a thing from their maſters to any one ould 


plague him for à gratuity, and in caſe of refuſal, ſhould very cavalicrly right 


' themſelyes; 2 vile practice which trom becoming natural ta ſuch low-minded 
people, hasſpread amongſt ſome-others of che better ſort, who are not aſhamed 
to imitate them. Such exactions, if at any time put in practice, never failed to 
come to his knowledge; and the guilty was ſure of being diſmiſſed the ſervice; 
whilſt the informer received a further bounty: Hence ſuch ſhameful practices 
were unknowh.in his houſehold and government. it is true that the people of 
his houſehold itſelf were fo generouſly uſed, that they never caſt the eye of co- 
vetouſneſs upon what was beſtowed on others; and that living contented and 


in eaſe, they were little inclined to deſcend to ſupplications. Sometimes having 


got information of the ſtranger's neceſſities, he uſed to ſend for him; and if he 
perceived that he intended to take ſervice with him, he admited him with Sade 
ſendence and honour; and on his going home, he would immediately ſend him a 
ſum of money with an apology in theſe few words, © In ſo very cheap a country 


cas this, even ſo ſmall a matter may luffice; but G d in caſe of need, can do a great 
deal more for you.” To every one of the perſons in his ſervice whom he knew 


perſonally, he uſed to ſend Qhoans or trays full of a variety of exquiſite vic- 
tuals : to ſome every day; to others every other day; and to ſome twice a 
week ; and whoeyer had once been complimented with ſpch a piece of li- 
beralit, was certain of it for ever; nor is there an inſtance of it's having ever 


been diſcontinued ſo much as once. Of all the perſons perſonally known 


to him, whether gentlemen or others, he kept a note in a certain memorandum 
book of ks, made up of Ivory-leaves ; and it was his cuſtom every night 
on his going to bed, to peruſe it and to ſet down under ſome names fuch a 
ſum of money, as he thought proper, (and this-was ſometimes a large one;) 
after which he ſent for a Zemindar dilatory in his rents, or for his agent, and he 
informed him that having appointed ſuch an one 6. be Sezayul or inforcer 
of Payment over him, he-wiſhed iat ſuch a for” might be Fn perquiſite. 
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This eg vst was always complyed with; and often with ſome addition from 
the Zemindar himſelf, who made it a point of honeur to oblige a perſon ſo 
recommended. | After ſometime” he always aſked the Sezavul about what 
reception he had met with, and on a fair confeſſibn of his benefits; he uſed 
to hold the man in eſteem and to increaſe his inclination to him; elle, if he 
prevaricated, or concealed any thing, he from that moment ceaſed to repoſe 
any confidence in him. After having in this manner promoted che benefit of 
a certain number of perſons, he efaced their names, and noted down another 
ſet; and this ſecret practice of his he kept on foot during the whole courſe ofhis 
life. May god's. forgiveneſs reſt upon e and * his — align 
him a place amongſt his elects! Amen. 

Tux excellent man, after his deceaſe, was ſucceeded, by his ſbn Alas 
edd68lah-ſer-efraz-qhan (296), who mounted the Mefned (297) and took pol. 
ſeflion of the three S8bahs; and it was he that received Nadyr-ſhah's letter 
which had been originally written to Shudah-qhan. But Aly. verdy-qban 
who had been promoted to the deputy-ſhip of Azimabad by the latter, and 
did not much truſt his ſon, whilſt he faw diſtinctly the diſtractions that would 
follow in the Empire after Nad yr- hab's departure, payed little diffe rencehis new 
maſter, being entirely engroſſed by the thoughts of ſecuring himſelf in his 


| office: and with that view he was actually encamped on the frontiers of his new 


government. Not that he had ame to fear ffom the new viceroy 'of the three 


Provinces : this appt to be bay a roy man addicted to the prabtce of 
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0 Ala-eddoulah is a title, and ſignifies the ſublime of the Empire} Ser-offaz-qhani is alſo ade and ſigui- 
fies the lord with the ſublime head or erect head. 


(297) So often has this word been mentioned, that it becomes neceſſary to explain it. In the moſt<Honourzble 
place of the hall is ſpread a ſmall carpet about ſix feet i in length by four in breadth. Qver this is a quilted covering 
of one inch in thickneſs, and over that, a rich one, either embroidered or of brocade, fringed.” The man is ſitting 


upon this, with his back leaning on a very large and very thick pillow which is long and round and very rich 


likewiſe,with two couples of ſmall cuſhions on each ſide of him, at about his knees; he has before him, but a little 
to the left,a ſabre in a velvet (cabbarg, and a Cattari or ſeme other poniard at his right. - Cloſe before him there 


is ſometimes a cambric handkerchiefsf, folded up ſquare, with a ſmall knife uſed as a penknite, to rip open letters 


occaſionally preſented. N o ſeldom there is upon the Bause a Pan: dan or vellel containing Betel r made and 
a 6 dg 
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devotion, and extremely regular in his ſtated prayers, he faſted three full months | 1 
beſides the bleſſed month of the Rama an, and was ſcrupulous in, che diſcharge 8 


of che ſeveral duties preſcribed through out the year; but at the ſame time he prov- 
ed greatly deficient in that keenneſs of diſcernment, and that « xtent of mind, ſo 


indeſpenſably neceſſary in a ſovereign Prince: his ſoul wholly engroſſed by thoſe 
little practices of Religion, did not pay a ſufficient attention to the affairs of ſtate, 
and did not reach to thoſe niceties and thoſe qualifications {o neceſſary in "fa 
man of his ſtation and rank. It is true, he did not offer any Injuty to the Riy- 
räyan, Alum-chund, Divan to his father; nor did he moleſt either Djagat-ſeat 

or Hadji-ahmed, two mefi of great abilities and influence, who with the Riy- 
rayan had had the abſolute direction of affairs in the late adminiſtration; but he 

had reſigned his heart and the helm of government into the, hands of ſome 
men, who had perſonal wrongs to revenge: theſe were Hadji L.8tf-18ah, and 
Merdan-aaly-qhan and Mir-m8rteza and ſome others, who incenſed from long- 
hand againſt EHadii-ahmed, diſpretiated him every where, and teiz8d him with 
taunting expreſſions chat would have exaſperated (298) any man. Theſe 
incenſed noblemen, intent on giving vent to their enmity and hatred a- 
gainſt Hadji-ahmed, were every day buſy in drawing his portrait in the 

moſt odious colours; and they went fo far as to have produced in Ser- 

| effraz-qhan' s mind a total alteration on his account. This Prince took from 
him the ſeat of the divan-ſhip,an office which the Hadji had enjoyed ever ſince 
Shudjah-qhan's ot; and he beſtowed it on Mir-mSrte za. He 9 * 
alſo to deprive Ata-ollah-qhan, ſon- in- lw to the Hadji, of the Fojdary of = 


mahl, in order to give it to his ownſon-in law Hafſen-mahmed-qhan. Hadii- 


ahmed intimidated by the influence of his numerous enemies, and finding him- Is foon di- 


| | | Sek poſſed by Alt» 
ſelf aimed at on all ſides, uſed to write every thing to his brother Aaly-verdy- l tan 


qhan, and always with ſuch exagerations as magnified every unity into a thou- 


— 
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(298) Hadji Hamed eternally intent on finding out new beauties for his maſter, Shudjah - qhan, who it is a fact, 
could not live four hours without ſome woman or other, had attempted the families of thoſe noblemen, who al- 
ways ſpoke of him with contempt, whilit Ser-efraz-ghan Wen, ha no. had any ether name for him but the 
female of CStui, the Bawd, the Procuris. . 


X . Eh | | ſand ;; 


* 


ſand; and as he had already formed his deſign, he 1 the cloak of zeal and 
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attachment, perſuaded the new Viceroy to diſband great part of his forces,and 
to contract his expenſes : an advice which the other had the weakneſs toaccept; 
whillt at the ſame time through a natural indolence, and probably out. of mi. 
truſt and fear, he liſtened to the Counſel given him -by Manocher-qhan, 


who propoſed to arreſt and confine Hadji-ahmed's two ſons, namely Zin. 
. eddin-ahmed-qhan, who was coming from Azim-abad, and Siyd-ahmed- 


qhan who was arrived from his Fodjdary of Rungpore. But what ſtrong- 
ly charaQeriſes the Viceroy's inconſiſtency is, that after having liſtened 
to luch an advice, he had the weaknefs to diſcloſe it himſelf to Hadji-ahmed, 
and to pretend to make a merit of this confidence, in order to diſpel the old 


man's apprehenſions, and to regain his heart. But there was another ſtrange 


_ abſurdity in his management: after making ſuch a confidence, he affronted 


him again in the moſt glaring manner. Hearing that Ata-ollah-qhan's daugh- 
ter, that is Hadji-ahmed's grand daughter, had been betrothed to Mirza- 
mehmed (299), grand ſon to the latter, who had beenadopted by Ali-verdy 
qhan, he wanted to break the compact, and to marry the young bride to bis 
own ſon; and not content with forming himſelf in his courta party againſt his own 
intereſts, he contrived to procure it ſtrength and ſupport: He ſet on foot an 
inquiry into the management of the the public money at Azim-abad; and he 
recalled the troops that had been given by his father to Ally-verdy-qhan, and 
which theſe many years had conceived an attachment for the latter; and on their 
ſeeming to heſitate about coming back, he ſet up a reſumption of all the grants 


and favors which Shudjah-qhan had beſtowed on them, and took care to diſ- 


60 
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(299) Since called Seradj-edo8/ab, or the Taper of the Empire, elder ſon to Zin-cddin .ahmed-qhan. The word 
Hadji as a title of honour and reſpect, is always annexed to the names of thoſe that have made the Pilgrimage of 
Mecca, but never to the names of thoſe that have only viſited Medina, where the meſſenger is entombed, or any 
holy place. Men coming from Mecca let grow their heards; and are reputed tohave ſhaken off their paſt vitious ha- 
bits, and to have aſſumed a new way of lifeznor are all the rites uſed in that Pilgrimage, and eſpecially that of ſtrip- 


ing themſelves to the ſkin, and putting ones ſelf for three or many more days in an Ehran which after all is a 


winding ſh:et, and their abitaiving as much as poſſible from all actions appertaining to a living body, intended to 
convey any other idea but that of a man row dead to a former life, who raiſes to live a more vii tugus one. The 
very length of the voyage, and the ſtrangeneſs of the rites ſeem evidently calculated to wean a man from his accuſ- 
tomed habits. On the other handy ſuch extenſtve charities are impoſed, aud ſuch a rigorous felt denial is equi- 
redhat a man aiter ſuch a voyage ſeems to have become another perſon. 


content 
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content them thoroughly. All theſe matters were minütely recorded by Had: 
ji-ahmed, and carefully tranſmitted to his brother Ali:verdy-qhan with the u- 
ſual exagerations and additions of his own; and to give more credit to his aſſer- 
tions, he uſed to ſuperadd the ſanction of Siyd-ahmed-qhan's teſtimony and 
ſeal, who on that occaſion ſubmitted to the weight of paternal injunction. It 
was after ſuch proceedings as theſe, that Ser-efraz-qhan expected to gain the 
hearts of Hadji-ahmed-and of his ſons. 
A ſlrange policy indeed, and a tran ge plan of an impracticable deſign.“ 

 ALL1-VERDY=-QHAN thoroughly informed of theſe matieuvres; and ſenſible 
that his affairs had come to ſuch a paſs, as hardly to be ſuſceptible of any men- 
ding bythe arts of diſſimulation and forbearance, reſolved to avail himſelf of his 
acquaintance and old connections with his friend Iſſac- qhan, a nobleman who 
was now.in complete poſſeſſion of the Emperor's ear; and he wrote him a ſecret 
letter, in which he requeſted to have the patents of the three provinces 
transferred to himſelf under promiſe of ſending to court a preſent of a coror of, 


rupees, over and above the confiſcation of Ser-effraz-quan's wealth and eſtate, and 


over and above the yearly uſual tribute of a Coror. To this he added another re- 


queſt : he wanted an Imperial order directed to himſelf, with injunctions to fight 


Ser-effraz-qhan, and to recover the three provinces from his hands. After ha- 


ving diſpatched thele two letters, he publiſhed that he had intentions of marching | 


againſt the Zemindars of Bodjp8r, a ſet of men famous in thoſe parts both fortheir 


numbers and depredations, as well as for their refractory temper; and under that 


pretence he muſtered and compleated his troops which he always kept in conſtant 


readineſs. At the fame time he had the fineſſe of giving to Ser-effraz-qhan 


public notice of that pretended deſign of his, and mean while he ſtood up rea- 
dy to avail himſelf of the firſt opportunity that ſhould offer to promote his real 
views. At laſt ben months after Nadyr-ſhah's departure for Iran, and juſt thir- 
teen months after Shudjah-qhan's ꝗceaſe, he received the Imperial com- 
mand, drawn up in the ſtile he had requeſted; and being now reſolved on mar- 
cling againſt Ser · elfraz · qhan, he had procured the day of his departure co be 
xd by an eminent aſtrologer, on whoſe predictions he repoſed an unlimited 


confidence. 
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confidence. Mean while he layed ſuch obſtructions on the roads, that no 

traveller could advance towards Moorſhoodabad; and he ſecretly wrote to the 
Djaget-ſeat (300), Feteh-chund, his friend, that by ſuch a day he would com- 
mence his march. The letter was diſpatched by a truſty man who had orders 

to deliver it on ſach a day which was pointed out to him. All things being thus 

prepared Aaly-verdy-qhan on the latter end of Zilhidj in the year 11 52, ſet out on 
his exped itionto Bodjp8rand he encamped about Varis-qhan's reſervoir, which is 
at ſome diſtance from the city ot Azimabad. On his departure he appointed for his 
deputy and Lieutenant, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, his youngeſt nephew and ſon- 
in-law; and he ſent Seyd-hedaizt-ally-qhan Aſſed- djung, the poorman's father 
(301), to command in the diſtricts of Sereſs and Cootombah, where the peo- 
ple were from a long time accuſtomed to reſpect his orders. Two days after 
that Nobleman's departure, he wrote him a ſhort note, informing him that 
having taken the reſolution of marching to Moorſhoodabad, he recommended 
both him and Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan to the Almighty God; and I hope ad- 
ded he, „ That you ſhall manage ſo, as to live always upon good terms with 
* him, and that you ſhall act as emergencies require.” The eve of his de- 
parture, he gave orders to afſemble all the principal officers of his army, whe- 
ther Muſulmen or Hindoos; and on ſeeing them together in large numbers, 
he produced two men in the middle of the aſſembly: one a venerable Muſul- 
man of a known piety, with the glorious word of God in his hand; and the 
other, a Brahmin, who held à vaſe full of Ganga- water in his right and a 
twig of T3810 or Black-Rehihan, inthe other (30a), thele two emblems being 
held in the higheſt veneration by men of that perſuation; and the moſt ſacred 
oaths being always taken on them. After a mo ment of ſilence, he requeſted 


the Muſulmen to ſwear by the glorious Coran, and the Gentoos to lay their 


(300) It appears by this paiſige that the words Dj agat-ſeat which were thought to be a proper name, are a ti- 
title, and we know that the word ſear ſignifies in Gudjrat, the place of Fetch-chund's nativity, a merchant and a 
Banker. . | 883 


(301) Aſſed- djung, the Lion- in- war, was the title of C holam-huſſeen qhan our author's father. The words 
the poor man, in a polite ſtyle ſignifies myſe/f or any thing belonging tome : and ſuch expreſſion of humility are 
common and in great number; but they muſt not be confounded with the words he laſt of men, or the loweſt of 


men ; for none but Sovereign Princes, or men of the higheſt rank, writing to perſons of rank, have a right, to ſpeak 
ſo humbly of themſelves. 45 N | 


(392) There are ſeyeral kiad of T8Iſey: that mentioned here. is a ſhrub three feet hi gh, with long iſh Ieeves 


of a dirty green above, and of deep purple underneath. It is a ſbrub of. the family of Balſams or Baſiliſcuſſes, 
and exceedingly fragrant. | | | | | 7 
hands 
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hands on thoſe emblems, and then lie addreſſed the aſſembly in theſe words: 

« I am now going to fight my perſonal enemies, and as ] know you for my old com- 
te panions, on Toboſe hands I muft truſt, and from whoſe valor I muſt 
« expect ſucceſs, I requeſt that, if you intend to ſtand by me and tof olloto my fortunes, 
« you pleaſe everyone of you, to take the moſt ſolemn 6ath that you ſhall not abandon me 
« cobether I ruſh into the water or into the fire, whether my adverſary be an Afraſiab 
« or a Rooftem (279). Stvear then that you ſhall be friends to my friends, and ene- 
« mies to my enennes; and that be my fate what it will, you ſhall ſtand by me inviola- 
C by with your lives and fortunes.” Such an unexpected ſpeech produced its 
full effect. Thoſe old warriors who had been bred in his camp and were 
lorg ago attached to him as having received numberleſs fayors at his 

hands, ſoon gave theexample of taking a ſolemn oath, and of con- 
tracting the moſt ſolemn engagement: all of them ſwore, the Muſulmen, by 
carrying the glorious word of God to their forcheads and eyes, and the Gen- 
tos, by touching the Brahman's feet, and the twig of T81ſey, and then drinking 
of che Ganga- water: they all joined in prayers for hisp roſperity, and with one 
voice, they pro iſed to follow him, whetherſoever he would lead. All this was 
done by the old officers who were already faſhioned to his mind, and attached 
to his perſon; and their example was followed without heſitation by the new 
ones. Aalli-verdi-qhan being now ſatisfied as to that important article, diſ- 
cloſed to them the ſecret of his expedition: and he informed them, that for- 
ced by the injuries offered to himſelf, to his brother, and to every individual in 
their families, he was marching againſt their oppreſſor, Ser-eftraz-qh an, reſol- 
vep to put an end to that tyranny : theſe words ſtartled ſome. of them; but as they 

had taken an unconditional oath, and they were now too far engaged, they 


{uy that the re temained no other party for them, but that ofabiding by their 


engagement and of following his fortunts. It being already night, the 


(279) Afrafiab, a famous Turkiſh Congeeror in the antient Perſian Hiſtory, who reigned ia Perſia, after 
having conquered it. Koſiem, and alſo Rufun, is a famous Prince of Perſian extraction, with blue eyes, a red 
beard, and flaxen hair, who reigned in Sabulſtan, an eaſtern province of antient Iran or Perſia, The word 
Ffrafi-ab ſignifying the man of the other fiide of th, ewater,is Perſian, and muſt be an appellative given by the 
Perſians to their Conqueror, who was a Turk cr Scytbizn, erd of «curſe, m vſt bare Lorne fore Trik fb ries 
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night," the aſſembly was diſmiſſed ;. and the next morning, being the favorable day 
he at day- break turned Eaſtwards, and reſolutely marched towards Moorſhoodabad. 
He had a numerous well appointed army of old troops, and a good Artillery fur- 
niſhed with every neceſſary for action: by continual marches, without halting any 

where, he ſoon arrived at 'Shah-ba&;" which town has a fortification that ſhuts- 
up the paſſage intirely from the hill to the bank of the Ganga. There he con- 
cealed his army in a valley of the neighbourhood; and pitching upon Muſtepha- 
Qban the Afghan, an officer of approved zeal and tryed courage and cunduQ, 
he gave him a hundred horſe, and put in his hands af order and paſs of Ser-efraz- 
Ohan's, originally diſtined | for another commander, but which Aaly-verdy-Qhan 

had found means to intercept.” That officer had orders to advance in preſenting 
his paſs to the Garriſon, which being only of a couple hundred Muſqueteers, were 
not upon their guard; and he was then to turn about and to overpower them, ſo 
as to render himſelf maſter of the paſſage: after which ſucceſs, he was to ſtrike up 


his nagara, as a fignal for the army to advance. Muſtepha-Qhan advancing with 
his ſmall troop: within the valley, was hailed from the walls according to the cuſtom, 


| aſked who he was, and what for he came, and ordered to ſtand ſtill. - The officer 

ſent one of his men with the paſs and the written order, which being peruſed by 

a writer, the latter ordered the gate to be ſet · open, and the troop to be admitted. 
Muſtapha-Qhan marched in, and ordered his Nagara or Kettle-drum to ſtrike- up, 
to which ſignal were added ſome ſhouts by his people: this ſignal being ſoon under- 

ſtood by the vanguard, concealed behind the hill, they marched round, and ſud- 

- denly made their appearance, advancing in battle array with Enſigns diſplayed, and 
Muſick playing. The Garriſon allarmed at ſuch a ſight, ſhut-up the gate, and wanted 
to ſtand upon their deffenſe, when -Muſtepha-Qhan called out to them, that if they 

made the leaſt motion, he would fall upon them directly and put them to ſword. 

This threat having intimidated them, they all ſtood motionleſs, and ſuffered Muſte- 
pha-Qhan's people to ſet- open the gate: after which the troops of the vanguard paſſ- 
ed without difficulty, took poſſeſſion of all the poſts ; add this being the day in which 

| an Od N | the 
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the man entruſted with the letter to Djagat-Seat, had received orders to preſent it, 

the latter on peruſing the contens, and comparing the dates, concluded that 

Aaly-verdi Khan, his friend muſt be by this time on this fide of the paſs of Talia. 
| gary; and that in four or five days more he would be in the territory of Moorſhooda- 
bad. With an air ſeemingly allarmed, he immediately mounted, and with much 
conſternation in his features, he preſented to Serefraz Qhan the letter which be had 
| Juſt received from Aaly-verdy Qhan, whom he ſuſpeQted, ſaid he, to be now at 
Radjemahl ; at the ſame time he produced another letter from Aaly-verdy Qhan 
to that Prince himſelf. * The purport was this: © ſince, after the many affronts 
« received by my brother Hadji-Abmed, attempts have been made upon the 
honor and chaſtity of our family, your ſervant in order to ſave that family from 
« farther diſgrace, has been obliged to come ſo far, but with no other ſentiments 
tan thoſe of fidelity and ſubmiſſion. Your ſervant hopes therefore that Hadji- 
Ahmed ſhall receive leave to come to me with his family | and. depen» 
dants.” Serefraz-Qhan ſurpriſed and .confounded at the intelligence, vented 
bis reſentment in fruitleſs reproaches, and then called a general aſſembly of his 
Miniſters and general officers, where Hadji-Ahmed having been likewiſe ſent 
for, the hall of. public audience was ſet· open, — and he gave Hadji-abmed 
a ſevere reprimand, mixed with threats. The latter ſenſible” of his danger, 
aſſumed a ſoothing tone of voice, and in his endeavours to pacify him, he 
| advanced ſo far, as to promiſe that the moment he would be in camp, he would 
engage Aaly-verdi-qhan to return to his Government. This propoſal was 
variouſly received by the aflembly ; ſome objefting. to Hadjiahmed' s being dif- 
miſſed to his brother's camp; and ſome thinking that he ought to be truſted, and 
his promiſe put to the teſt. The matter remaining in ſeſpenſe, Mahmed-gh6uſls- 
ghan, an officer of character and reputation, who had been theſe many years 
attached to Shudjah-qhan, and thought he owed the ſame attachment to Ser- efraz 
Quan, his ſon, opened an opinion. that differed from them all: that officer prided 


n * as much as pou en promeſß. I do not 
& ſee 
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« ſee, Sayd he, railing his voice, what benefit can reſult from confining. and impri- 


.. ſoning this old man; nor is it at all probable that AaJy-verdi-Qhan, on his 
« Brother's being arreſted, ſhall diſcontinue his operations, or alter his mind: it 


_ becomes then a matter of ſmall moment, wether Hadji-akmed be diſmiſſed with full 


« leave to repair to his Brother or not. if he proves as good as his word, it is 
very well; if he does not, I do not ſee what harm he has done us thereby. If 
« we Are ready and villing to Encounter Aaly-yerdi-Qhan i in the field, we little 


* 8 


« care whether he is joined by his Brother or not. Hadji-ahmed i is but a angle | 


individual, and nothing more. By his being i in his Brother's Camp, I do not ſee 
© he can either add to or detraft any thing from, the enemi's ſtrength.” Mahmed- 


ghgjs-qhin' 8. opinion baving been unanimouſly approved, Hadji-abmed received 
his diſmiſſion; and he inſtantly ſet out for, his Brother's Camp. Whilſt on his 


march hither he repeatedly wrote, and he infinuated by the means of his friends, | 


that Mabmed-aaly-verdi-Qhan (for ſuch was his ſtyle) was in his heart as faithfull 
and as zealous a ſervant, as ever. Let not my maſter think of marching with 
« arms in bis bands againſt. a ſervant. powerful, but full of ſentiments of attachment 
and reſpeft: let not your highneſs be at the trouble of moving from your palace : 
« for he. wants only to enjoy the honor of kiſſing your Princely threſhold, that he 
may have an opportunity of explaining his complaints, of prefering his ſupplications, 
« and of approving himſeif a reſpectfull, dutyfull ſervant. This is his only aim: 
But ſhould your highneſs, at the inſtigation of ſome intereſted men, deſpiſe the 
conſel offered by me your ſervant, and march out againſt him, I fear the man 
in his deſpair, and in the neceſſity of ſecuring his life and his honor, will 


venture upon ſome ſteps that will prove ns thame both in this world and in the 
* other, 


As very little effef was . from diſmiſſing Hadji-ahmed, ther araſe in 
the aſſembly a yariety of opinions about the expediency of marching out, or of 
not marching, againſt the cnemies, It was at laſt reſolved to march out; and by 
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| the exertions of Merdan-aly- Qhan, who was greatly incenſed both againſt Hadji- 


His artful infie 


dious manage- 
ment.. 


ahmed and Aa'y-verd- Qhan, the! army, wich Ser- efraz- qban at its head, marched out 
and i in three or four Gays arrived: at Comrah, It was the Twenty-ſeeond of Muhar- 


rem in the year 1153 of the Hedjtab. At thatt town it halted a little, it being 


neceſſary to hear the report brought by two perſons of note which had been ſent by 


Ser-eſraz-Qhan to examine Aaly-verdi-Qhan's vews add deſigns. Theſe were 


Sunnet, an eunuch, and Shudjah- cooly -Qhan, a F odjdar of Hoogly. They were on 
their return from the enemi $ Camp, and had brought with them another 
deputy, who came on the part of Aly. verdi. ahan himſelf; and this Was the 
phyſician Mahmed- aly- qhan. Their report amounted to this, that he was ſtill a 


ſubmiſſive dutiful ſervant; and to this teſtimony they added this meſſage, as 
from his own mouth: When peopfe of princely generous diſpoſiti tions 


„ youchfafe to raiſe any one to high ſtations and dignities, they look upon 
« him, from that moment, to be their pupil and ward, and think it incumbent upon 
« themſelves to take care of his honor and character in the eyes of the world. Now 
« jt is notorious that I, your dutiful ſervant, owe. my well. being to your illuſtrious 


4 family, which vouchſafed to raiſe me from the bumility of duſt to the ſplendor of 
high preferment (an obligation which Jam proud to remember); and as I wiſh to 


* inform the public, and to gain credit” to my attachment (hien I conceive to be 
4 equalled by no one but your moſt zealous ſervants), I ſupplicate that you pleaſe 
* to grant me two requeſts: The firſt, that you condeſcend to turn away from your 

« preſence, and to diſmiſs from your councils, ſome perſons, who, having conceiv- 
„ ed a jealouſy at the elevation of our family, are ever buſy in filling your Princely 
mind with new fugeſtions, like thoſe that have already given riſe to the preſent 
ce troubles: Theſe are, Merdan-aly- -qhan, Mir-morteza- qhan, Hadji-lotf-Aaly- qhan, 
« and Mahmed-ghouſs-qhan : after their departure, your ſervant, thinking his per- 
« fon ſafe, ſhall make it a duty to pay you his reſpetis: the ſecond requeſt is, that 
« ſhould you think this favor to be of a nature not to be granted, then that you pleaſe 
« to retire to your palace, and from thence to iſſue your commands to them to march 
9:44 . | | « into 


E TY 
« into the field, and to fight me, Near rte If viaory favours them, let them 


« avail themſelves of its rights: they have gained their point; if they are vanquiſh- 
« ed, let them retire, and I ſhall then come myſelf, and lay my head at your feet. 
« Tn token of my ſinceriry, I herewith ſend you the volume of the glorious Coran, 
« on which I have taken the moſt ſacred oaths.” | 
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Tux glorions volume was accordingly produced by the phyſician Mahmed- I- 


qban; ( a) butas the noblemen i in queſtivn were in poſſeſſion of the higheſt influence 


both ove Ser efraz-qhan's mind and over his court, and their minds were ulcerated 


againſt Hadji-ahmed, as well as againſt his brother and their children; the propoſal 
for peace did not take root ; but yet no-proper preparatives were made for an imme- 
diate engagement, as the beſt officers ſuggeſted. Mean while, Hadji-abhmcd being ar- 
rived at Radj-mahl, was received with 1 t arms by his brother, who Rien took 
him upon bis elephant; being then upon his march. Hadji- ahmed, as if to fulfil 
the promiſe he had made at his departure, prevailed upon his brother to have his ele- 


zhant turned about for ſome hundred yards, after which he returned to the road 


agaid Ser- efraz- qhan bearing of the enemi's march; advanced to a village called” 
Cheri | br Gheriah, a noted ſpot upon the banks of the Bagraty, whilſt Mabmed- 
ghouſs- qhan puſhed forward as far as the ſpot where the enemi was encamped on the 
water-ſide at Sooty: by which means, the river, which was every where fordable 
and abput one arrow's throw over, intervened between himſelf and Ser-cfrez-qhan ; 
nor was the di ſtance between him and Aali-verdy-qhan's camp, of more than 
five or fix coſes. Mean while meſſages and meſſengers were continually paſſf. 

ing and repaſſing betwixt the two camps, Ser-efraz Khan offering to receive 

Aaly-verdy Qhan into favor again, and wiſhing to fee him; and the other anſwer- 

ing in the ftrain he had already done. * In grateful remembrance of che favors 
* received from your father, ſaid he once, T wilt never form any deſigns againft | 


— * 
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(3) This glorious volume was only a brick properly faſhioned and covered with Cloth of gold. 


E 363 1 


* you; but it is under echten only that. you diſmiſs. Bann your ſervice - thoſe 
enemies of our family, who by their rancorous ſuggeſlions have brought matters 
« to that ſtate of difidence and diſunion that draws to a criſis. Elfe, deliver 
* them over to me: and if you are averſe to this alſo, then ſtand off : pitch your 


tent upon that eminence yonder, and from thence look at our fighting againſt 
« each other. If I am viftorious, I will certainly come to pay you my duty; and 
if I am vanquiſhed, you ſhall do with me whatever you. ſhall think proper.” As 


both parties ſeemed equally liable to difficukies, the interyew did not take place. 


But although ſuch friendly meſſages were dayly exchanged, Djagat-Seat was never. 
theleſs buſily employed in writing to every one of Aaly-verdy Qhan's commanders, 
and in .conveying to them, every one according to his ſtation, promiſſory notes, 
called Tips, uſual amongſt bankers, under the only condition of ſeiſing his perſon 
and delivering i it to Ser-efraz. Khan. Some af theſe notes were received that very 
evening, by many, and amongſt others, by Muſtepha Qhan. That officer, i in company 
wich ſome others, as zealouſly attached to Aaly- verdy Qhan as himſelf, carryed them 
to him, and expoſed the contents to his view. % fighting is the matter, ſaid that offi 
cer, let us fight tomorrow morning, without bfs of trme ; for the next day, mattersmay take 
a very di different turn from what they are to day. Aaly-verdy Ohan baving reflected 
on the advice, gave his approbatio n; and that very moment, he ordered powder and 
ball to be diſtributed to the troops, being reſolved to fight the next day. His army 
he divided in three bodies: one part under the Command of Nandoo lal, a Gentoo 
officer of character, who was alſo entruſted with Aaly- .verdy-qhan' $ ſtandard, was 


oppoſed to Ghouſs-qhan; and he gave him orders to engage the troops on this ſide of 
of the river: with the two other bodies, he forded the river, and ſent one of them in 


the rear of Ser-efraz-Qhan' s troops with orders to fall upon them, as ſoon as they 
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® We know for certain, and this ls the univerſal report, that this Manveuzre was 3 Aali- verdy Qban himſelf, 
through Djagat-Seat, his friend, againſt Ser-efraz Qhan's officers; and we have been aſſured by one of them, ſtill living, that 
himſelf had received ſuch a Tip for 4000R. and had been defired to load the Artillery only with earth and rubiſh. The 
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_ univerſal report at Moorſhoodabad is, that m and by the bye not a. ward is (aid 


by the author of Ser- efraa Khan's Artillery. | 
| "7 e 1 Would 
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mould ſee him engaged with his front, for which pujpbls 7 now advanced on 
Serefraz-khan, without quitting the rivet's bank. The body that had been ſent forwards* 
had orders to keep themſelves concealed, untill they ſhould hear the report of 

a gun, at which ſignal they were to fall at once both upon Ser-efraz Qhan's 


rear and camp. This body commenced its march in the darkneſs of the night at 
one in the morning, and was commanded by Nevaziſh-Mahmed Qhan, Aaly- verdy 


Ohan's eldeſt ſon in law, who had under his command Abdol- aly Qhan with 
Muſtepha Qhan and Shimſhir Qhan and ſome other Afghan Commanders. Aaly- 
verdy Qhan with his Corps followed, but at ſome diſtance; whilſt Nandoolal in 
compliance with orders, marched ſlowly and filently oppoſite to Ghòuſs Qhan. The 
engagement commenced at the dawn of the day; by which time Aaly-verdy Qhan be- 


ing near Ser-efrazOhan's front fired one of his guns: On the report of which the bo- 


dy that had preceeded, attacked Ser-efraz-Ohan's troops, whilſt Nandoo laal engaged 
Ghouſs-Qhan. Ser- efraz-Qhan who was then at his devotions, got up immediately, 
mounted his Elephant, and marched ſtraight to Aaly-verdi-Qhan, at the very time 
when ſome of the enemies getting at his rear, had penetrated to the middle of his 
camp, where much plunder was acquired, and much flaughter made, Mirza-iredj-qhan's 
Son being flain, amongſt others. Mean while Ser-efraz: Qhan kept advancing, and 
was alrcady paſſed his Nagar-qhana or band of mufick, and the head of his 
army, when a bullet ſent him to the manſions of eternity. He was accompanied by 
a number of men of diſtinction, amongſt which were Mir-Camal, Mir-Ghädai, 


Mir. ahmed, Mir-ſeradj- addin, Hadji-lootf- ally- Qhan, and Corban- aly-Qhan : : and 


all theſe having in that game of hazard loſt the capital of their exiſtenee, made 
haſte to retreat into eternity : the Räy-Räyan, Aalem-chund being wounded, as 
well as Mirza-iredj- -Ohan, returned into the .city. On the other hand, Ghöuſs- 


Ohan, who was engaged on the other ſide of the River with Nandoo- laal, gave him | 


a compleator defeat, in which that Hindoo commander was ſlain, Whilſt the 


enemy was flying on that ſide of the river, Ser-efraz-Qhan's Elephant, which his 


oh. had 1 no turned about, was deſeried l towards we city ; I and Gh6uſs- 
| | Quas 


8 0 [36s «I 
| Quhan aſeribing this fight to his maſter s want of Cade, ſent him a foil horſeman 
| with orders to bring the elephant back at-any rate, and to inform his maſter that he 
4 Os Ghouſs-Qhan had defeated and laughtered the enemies, and that now was the 
=. time to join him and to fall together upon thoſe that yet ſtood their ground, All 


this while Aaly- -verdi-Qhan, ſenſible at what critical point matters bad come, was 


repreſſing che ardor of his people, and endeavouring to keep them together: he 
| ne for certain that Ser-efraz-Qhan had been llain, but he knew likewiſe that 
| | Nandoolal had been defeated and killed; and that Ghouſs-Qhan of whoſe valor 
and abilities he entertained no doubt, was at the head of a body that kept a firm 
countenance; at the very time when he had the mortiſication to ſee that the troops 
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. he had ſent ſorwards to fall on Ser-efraz-Qhan' s Camp, were actually plundering 
and ſacking thoſe tents repleniſhed with a rich booty, and-had diſperſed every where 

without leaving to their Commander a poſſibility of his rallying them again. Things 
were in that doubtful ſtate, when the horſeman diſpatched by Ghouſs-Qhan, came 
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and informed him that his Lord was no more. Aſtoniſhed to the higheſt degree, 
he plunged into a ſea of amazement and deſpair; and ſenſible that Aaly-verdi-Qhan, 
w whom his hatred to his family was known long ago, would now carry every thing 


o 
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before him, and that he had nothing to hope ſor at his hands, he reſolved to 
| periſh j in the field. Calling for his two ſons, Mahammed - Cotob and Mabmed-pir, 
he commanded them to looſen his Cuiraſs and Coat of Arms from behind, and; then 


— 
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ofGhaſ, = turning to them, he ſaid theſe. very words: children, « nothing remains now for 


d of two ſons. 
ES BENE IN us, but to be ſlain in the held, Onr lives are now as well as gone: we muſt waſh 


gur hands on that article, and ruſh upon that body that ſurrounds Aaly-verdi-Qhan 


— > > — — — — — — — 


«to try if we can come at his perſon.” That commander and his ſons were in a6 
| the overthrowing 1 Lions of the field, and the Irreſiſtible Herculeſſes of their age: 
With the jew that choſe to ſtand by them, they advanced on | the enemy with the 
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| | . ©" 0; The em ME? the Rooſtems of their age 3 and- we TP” FR? been appriſed that $4 Wa. the Herkules of Perſia 
| Like he the deſtroyer of monſters, and the overthrower of Tyrants; like he the progenitor of a long r race of ſovereigns. 
like he wore a Lion's Hide,” but it was in the form of 2 cloſe Coat, and like hy he head a)clyb- in his bands, but 
it was an Iron one with eight Angles. Morcover the Perſian Hercules had a moral Character, which the European bad not; 
f | nd lat deforegd vnly 'to.be the fuk Soldier bn the other's Army 8 
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greateſt intrepidity ; for the reſt of GhGuls-Qhan's troops, that is the greateſt part 
of them; already appriſed of Ser-efraz qhan's death, had turned about, had quitted 


the field, and were retreating towards the city: and but a very few'of them choſe to 


ſtand by a man reſolved not to ſurvive a defeat. With theſe few, he kept advanting, 
and was already cloſe upon the enemy, when he received a wound from a muſquet-ball. 
Still he continued to advance, and calling for his horfe, with a firm reſolntion to ſingle 


out Aaly-verdi-qhan, he was alighting from his elephant, when he was hited again by two 


muſquet balls, which laid him dead on the field of battle. His two ſons feeing their fa- 


ther dead, diſmounted; let their horſes loo ſe, and taking to their ſabre and buckler, 
they ruſned on ſoot on the enemy, when on cloſing with them, tuey were ſhot at on 
all ſides, and fell dead, weltering in blood and duſt. Mahmed-c8t8b,- the eldeſt, | 


who bore a-high chara der for proweſs and bodily ſtrength, finding himſelf going, ſat 
on the field, without quitting either buckler or ſword, and in that warlike poſture, 
he breathed his laſt. He was afterwards buried in that very ſpot; Mir-dilir-aly 
bearing of Ser-efeaz-qhan's death, refuſed to ſurvive his good maſter and friend: 
and with ſixteen men that ſtood by him, he ruſhed on the enemy, was ſlain fighting 
valiantly, and took-his journey towards the gates of eternity: In fa, few ſoldiers 
and few friends in Hindoſtan, ever proved ſo zealous as thoſe of Ser-efraz-qhan's. 
Mir-ſherf-edin,-.who,- with the corps under his command, had bravely encountered 
Aaly-verdy-qhan iu perſon, and hited him with two arrows, finding that-the day was 
loſt, retreated and quitted the field. One of thoſe arrows hited the bow he held in 
his hand, and the other made a flight wound on his right ſhoulder. In a word, eve- 
ry one of Ser- efraz- qhan's men exhibited proofs of attachment and valour; ſome fell 


in the field of battle; and ſome deſpairing of their fortune, retreated towards the 
city; and victory having now declared for Aaly-verdy-qhan, he immediately diſ- 
pitched his brother, Hadji-ahmed, to Moorſhoodabad, with orders to ſoothe and 
tranquilize the inhabitants of that great city, and to place guards on all the offices 


of the Government, and all the appartments of Ser- eſraz- q an's palace; vith ſtrif * 


injungions to eſtabliſh order and ſafety throughout-every quarter. Hadji- ahmed, | 
| 3 ) in 
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Alli- verd' qhan 
takes poſſeſſion 
of Moor ſhooda- 
bad. 
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in compliance, with his orders, advanced with the ſwifineſs of wind, and the rapidi. 
ty of lightning; and being arrived early, he proclaimed every where the new prince, 
and thereby put an end to the tumults that had * riſen. 


Two days after the battle, being about the middle of Seer, in the year 1153 of 
the Hedjra, Aali-verdy-qhan marched flowly and leiſurely into the City, but with the 
utmoſt pomp and magnificence. On his advancing to the Palace, and before his tak- 


ing his ſeat on the muſnud, he ſtruck to the right, and went to the appaitments where 


lived the princeſs Nefiſa- begum, daughter of Djazfer-khan, and mother to the late 


Serefraz-phan: Stopping at the gate, he aſſumed a reſpectful poſture, took a moving 


His fingular 
ſpeech to Ser- 
efrazqhan'ꝰsmo- 
cher. 


tone of voice, and having made a profound bow, ia which he iaclined his body to the 
ground, he ſupplicated the princeſs's forgiveneſs, and ſent in the following meſſage; 
« Whatever was pre-determined in the books of fate, has come to take place; and 


«© the ingratitude of this worthleſs ſervant of your's is now regiſtzced in the unf ding 


- © tecords of hiſtory : But 1 ſwear, that ſo long as life ſhall exiſt in this blackened 


« face of mine, I ſhall never ſwerve from the path of reſpe&,and the duties of the moſt 
“ complete ſubmiſſion. J hope that the vileneſs and miſdeed of this poor humbled 
« and afflicted flave of your's, ſhall in time be effaced from the mirror of your forgiv- 
* ing mind; and that you ſhall, at ſome diſtant period of time, condeſcend to accept 
jn extenua'ion of my crime thoſe demonſtratians of perfett ſubmiſſion, and thole 
© tokens of dutiful attachment which 1 am reſolved to exhibit, 


alter this ſpeech in which he ſeemed greatly affected, aud to which not a word of 
anſwer was returned, he continued his route to the chehel Sstemor fourty Pillars, a Pa- 
lace built by Shudjah-khan for public ceremonies, as well as for his rel dence: and 
being got within the hall of general audience, he took his ſeat in the meſned of co.n- 
mand, ordered the muſick to ſtrike up (282( and received the nuzurs of the crown 
| | his 


(282) We have already obſerved, that this muſick, which is a mark of command and ſovereignty, and is allowed. 
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all Soobah · dars, conſiſts of two or three Nagaras, or large Kettle-druma of iron, twice as big as thoſe in Europe, tuo 
| | Cy 
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officers, of the military men, and of the principal citiſens'6f Moor ſhoodabad, who 


haſtend to pay him thah token of acknowledgement: but all this was mere exterior. 
His perſon on account of the black ingratitude he had been guilty of towards 


his lord and benefactor's ſon, was viewed Vith Tentiments of horror and 


deteſtation'; nor was all his merit known at that early period. But in time he Uiſ- 
played ſuch a virtuous conduct, and ſo moral a charafler; treated the nobility and the 
grandees"witly ſo much deference and reſpeQ; ſpreadls f indiferiminately the carpet 
of condeſcendence and benignity for both ſtranger and friend; applyed bimſelf 
ſo earneſtly in gaining the hearts of both the powerfull and detcheligh exhi- 
bited ſuch a quick feeliug for the fervices rendered him by thoſe attached to his per- 


fon, ſo much regard for the rights of diſtarit conſanguinity or ld acquaintance? I 6 


much com miferation for the poor, and ſo much attention for the oppreſſed; with ſuch 


a turn of mind for forgiveneſs of perſonal i injuries: in one tori he Thewed bimfelff ſo 


invaluabte a man; that a total alteration toock place in 850 "heat; and E 


who at firſt could not bear to look on him, became in time ſo 994 4 BBS 
wich his amiable deportement, and fo attached to his perlon, that few inftänces 
have been obſerved i in his time or in any other, of ſo zealous In "attachment" and ſo 
much fidelity or love. Upon the whole, altho“ the flaying his Lord and bee: 
| faftor's ſon was unqueſtionably one of the blackeſt actions that could be Wm 


mitted, and one of ty wo abominable events tht could happen) yet it cannot 
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ot three D'. Houls, or ordinary ae two or three 3 or watt ati ; two or three Kexrenas, or trumpets; 
one or two Zills, or cimballs, an inſtrament lately borrowed by the Europeans from the Turks, but play ed” by the Turks 
and by the Perſians, as well as the Indians, in a more delicate, cu:rous, and ſcientifical. manner; laftly, a very long: 
Kerrena, or rather ſpeaking-trumpet: it is Ararght, and ſeven or el izht feet i in length, upon two or three inches diame- 


ter obout the mouth, It imitates exaRly the voice of a tall ſtout man, incomparably better than the ſpeaking-trumpets 


at ſea, which always cowey an altzced diſtzrecable found, We have - "Forgotten two or three Parts, or flat-ket- 
tles; one, twenty inches in diameter, and four in depth; one leſſer; and one of one foot diameter, and ten inches i in 
depth. All that is played either at the top of a main-gate of a fortreſs, or of -2xpalace, or upon a buildi» 8 raifed on 
purpoſe upon three lofty arches, an called therefore Tin-poulr2h, maimed by the vulzar. into Tirpouliah. All this 
forms a very animating muſick, and at a diſtance a pleafing one; and the long trumpet diſtingiy heard at a mile dil 
tance, ſeems to be only the voice of a Nadyr-Shah, thundering out his ordersto his army. The Concerto commences 
by one ef the Taiſles, which is join?d ſneceſſively by all; but each ſort of deu n plays by itſelf, and by intervals, being 


re-mforced now and. then by the others, and by the Nagaras. The long truizpet EY ſounds alone, or * 
by a Taaſs. 
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be denied. that ser · efraz · Ohan had no talents for government;. and no eapaetiy 
for buſineſs; and that, had his Government laſted: but ſometime more, ſuch a train 
of evils, and ſuch a ſeries of endleſs oonfuſions would have been the conſequence. 
of his incapacity, that diſorders. without number, and. diſturbances without end, 
would have ariſen inſenſibly, and: would have brought ruin and-deſolation on theſe. 
countries and their inhabitants. , The Marhattas had already caſt their eyes upon 
theſe Rich provinces: ſhortly; after they attacked and invaded them on all ſides; 
and lucky did it prove for the inhabitants of che ſe countries that thoſe mercileſs 
free-booters h had to deal wich ſueh a man as bee who by his — 
| farigable, Mrs as by. the et of his Ns and means to repreſa thoſe 
ravagers, and at laſt to expell chem intirely out of Bengal, as we ſhall fuccintly 
mention in a ſhort time in the courſe of theſe written leaves. Such exertions were 
not of a nature to be expected from Ser- efraz- Qhan and his miniſters; nor were 
they men to oppoſe ſuch a torrent with any effect: whereas his rival, to- ſuch 
a modeſty of behaviour, and to ſo much purity of morals, joined political and 
military talents, and all the renown- and power which victory and ſucceſs 
could confer: the whole forming a character, which far from being equalled 
by any of his contemporaries or any of his ſucceſſors, would hardly find a 
compariſon in the records of paſt time. By a felicity peculiar to his government, 
his three nephews proved men of merit, and ſuch as deſerved to have ſuch an uncle: 
every one of them, decorated with the military. rank. of ſeven-thouſand horſe, and 
raiſed to the higheſt dignities and offices of the ſtate, ſeemed to have taken him for 
their pattern, and to have bad nothing in view but the welfare of thoſe entruſted to 
their care. But of every one of theſe, as well as of Aali- veidi- khan's children and 
family, mention ſhall be made particularly, whenever the thread of hiſtory ſhall 


ocme to reach their time, 
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Page, 14 Lines, 18 Martine read Marin 
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16 


17 
23 
24 


27 
: 30 | 
33 


34 
34 


5 And borders write and it bordern 
x Regiſter read Regiſters 


24 Mubaric read Mubarec 


17 To ſee it paſs by read to ſee it paſs by 

25 To me wounded, to me, wounded 

24 Fatigue of the way read thus fatigue of the way ; : 

5 His. Uncle and this Nephew read and his Nepbero 

2 Tranſction read tranſitions, 5 

23 Diitadet- djur g read Djeladet-djung 

1 Before them read behind them 

18 Indiſpenſible read indiſpenſable 

16 Ombrage read umbrage 

18 Come to be read come ont to be, 

18 Literal read litteral, : 
NaſfIry-de-doula Viceroy of Decan read Naſlyr-ed-doulale 
Viceroy of Decan. - 


—Jlaſt line On ſo many read in fo many 


6 Or ofthe books read for inſtance of the books 
18 Mahomet but only read Mahomet only 


16 Of Lord read Lord | | 
7 The author has Mahmed for Aorengzib-aalem-ghir or all 


read the author has Mhmed-Acrengzib, for Aorengzib- 
aalemghir; for all 


17 Soltan Bahr read in two places, Soltan Babr 


Page 2 Line 
RES: 


— — 


— — 


— — 


— — 


— 


28 Propoſed read prepoſed 


E R R A T A 


9 A King, read a King; 
20 Repeated about read aloud 


| 29 Navvob read Navvab 


33 Of the Sacrifice, of Thaac dels the comma — _ 


31 G8aliar read G8djrat 
25 Official read officiant © © - 


19 And fell in read and füll in 
16 Conſervation read preſervation 
2.6 Losdi lirin read L38di, Tirin 


1 26 Particularraies read particular races 


| 2 8 Patams read Patans 
11 Horſes read horſe 


12 Rai read Rai 


19 Adminiſtration , had dele the comma 
29 Rai read Ray 7s 


13 Qhariet-khan TIE 

10 Qhazi-ed-din-khan read Ghazi- ed: din · qlian - 

20 Subtilitie of read ſubtilities of 5 
Marginal note Azem-ſhah read Azimuſh-ſhan- 

29 CBE pare read immediate ſpace 

21 Suleiman-peni read Suleiman-Peni. 

25 Horſes read horſe | 

12 Poſſible to open but read poſſible to open an eye, but 

10 Dora-ſhecoh read Dara-ſhecoh. 


11 Seroh- dyur read F eroh- yur 
29 Eleganthe read elegant 

30 Arranged read arranged 

39 Ot Agat read Agathe 


Page 33 Line 


20— 


pn—_—_ 


— 


n 
36 — 
98. — 
8 _ 
43 
* 
44 — 
8 
47 — 
49 — 
8 
530 — 
52 — 
53 — 
84 — 


. e 


n 


Murgin deciſions read diviſions | 


29 Several part read ſeveral part? bd 
7 On foot without a: veil, read on foot and whkicurs veil 
338 Than a ſmall finger read than one half of a ſeall finger, 


26 Superior officers, read Inferior officers, 
24 Bare-headed, read bare-headed, 

26 Peaſant read peaſants 

4 FHorſes read horſe 

15 Citidel read Citadel 

22 Refraftory Princes read N princes 


— 


Limitrophe or aead neighbouring 
3 Superintendent read loperintendant 


12 Injurus read injuries 

20 Ferock· ſyur read "WP ER 

25 Sijahs read Shiahs _ 

31 Getts new cloaths read gets his new cloathes 
13 Ferock- ſyur read Feroh-!yar 

23 Ferock-ſyur read Feroh ſydr | 

24. Of delays, being read delays. Being 


15 Emperor read Emperor 
| 9 Envoye read Envoy 


1 heart when read heart, when- 


8 Horſes read borſe 


26 On a ſet read onſet 


1 Than they reſolved 1 * Wer 


1 Added read and added 
21 Horſes read horſece, 
24 Horſes rcad herſe 


9 Having arrived read being arrved 
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Page 53 Line 16 Ilah-abad, he read Hah-abad: be 
— — 8 Pretenſions yourſelf read pretenſions to it yourſelf 


— 


2 61 — 18 Feroh- yſur read Feroh-iyur 
— 63 — 3 D8obah read Dosh 
— 64 — 19 Waited-for; read waited for, $2 
— 65 — 4 Tucterrub-khan read Tuckurrub- 1 02 


| — 67 — 21 Fear, read, fears 
| | — — 24 Dujebandej-hah read Djehandera-fhah n 
| 


| — 68 — 23 Eſcaped ſome read eſcaped from ſome. 
SE — 25 That nellow read that mellow 
| 


| ' N — 230 Diftribution read diſtributions 
= — 69 — 1 Bahadyer-ſhah read Bahadyr-ſhah r a? 


— 70 — 17 Opiniated read opinionated 

— 72 — 13 Is chat the Gentoo read the Gentoo Priace 
. repreſent as read to repreſent as, 

ad with keys and locks 
going to Court, 


— — 25 Wich keys (and locks xr 
— 75 — 15 From Court read 10 
=. | — 7 — 11 Or if remembrance read or if a remembrance 
| — 7 — 32 Por beſides that; oply read {or beſides that only 
— 79 = 14 And eminent read an eminent 
: — 80 — 3 To ſiffe read to ſtiſle 
— 82 — 25 Qhoadja-djaafter read Qhoadja-dj aafer 
| | e — 28 For Arabian Land read for an Arabian Land : 
— — - 83 Djafter read Djaafer 


29 Injudicious read injurious 
-Syah read Shyah _ 
For where as Syahs read for whereas Shyahs 


— 84 — 10 Admit, the ſame read admit the ſame 


| 
. 


| 1 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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Page 84 Line 14 Diafeer read Djaafer 
— 8 — 24 Aalimertera read Aali-mBreeza 
— 87 — 30 Behind read beyond 
— 89 — 23 Decam read deems 2 
88 — 32 Autern read Autumn | | | 
Son 92 — 24 Extricated himſelf read extricated him | EY 
47 Occafioning loſſes read occaſioning endleſs lofles 
12 Forboded read foreboded 
13 Punctually; like, read punctually like 
7 Shewn the Emperor read ſhewn to the Emperor 72 


_— 
_ I 
— 98 margin  Ca8d-qhan-peni read Da8d-qhan-peni © - T5 lo 


3 100 — $3 Twelve hundred read thirteen hundred 


_ — 5 Beſſalat- qhan at read Beſſilet- qhan both at 
— 108 — 6 Condolance read Condoleance | : 8 
— 111 — 1 Finances read finance 8 5 | 
— 1 8 Having time read having no time > ; 8 
— 113 — Of his finances read of finances 
— 13 — 27 Of the jewels read of jewels : 
— 115 — 19 To put to order thoſe read to put order to hos 40 
— 117 5 18 The nor that read nor, that | 1 £0 
— "os : — 6 Horſes and more read horſe and more Wi 4 : ; 
— 122 — 16 Any invaſion read an invaſion By 
2 124 — 2 Depoſiting read gepoũtary I 
— 1 29 As Altimgha Altimgha read Altim gha irrevocable 
— 124 — 29 Maheradja read Maha- Radja 
126 — 14 To truſt moſt read to truſt above all others 
126 — 10 To make an accommodemenr read to make an agreement | 4 
127 — 29 Alternately juſt read alternately, juſt PRs = 
129 — 21 Tochange his air read a change of air 15 


131 


Page 131 Line 


— 


— 


131 — 


LIES 


183 — 


1 — 


139 —. 


142 — 


142 — 


146 — 


146 — 


146 — 


I 52 
168 


2 55 


160 


161 


161 


185 


— 


198 — 


198 — 


E R R A T A 


1 The vacant read then vacant: Y 

6 Serond read Serondj | 

6 Diſſentions read difſention 

14 Hoped that the Viceroy read hoped the Viceroy 
11 Thoughts of the Famine read A of Famine: 
85 Amounting read amounted 

22 He departed read he departed; _ 

29 The grand Maſter an read the grand 8 hip of the 1 

tillery i is 

9 To and fro read to and feõ 

16 Sta read ſtar 

19 Afforded read offered 

17 Tirpod liah read Tinp68liah _ 

17 To Muezzendin read Muezzeddin- 


30 Occafionly read occaſionally 
26 Abokferah read Abol-fateh 

4 Dependence read dependance 
19 Paſs in their cuſtody read paſs the ſeals in their cuſtody 
6 For his loſs, the read for his loſs the 


29 The beſieged gurd-hur read the beſieged. Gurd-hur 
11 Painted red ard white read paned red and white 
19 Penes read F enis: | 
Nor is there any deſeribing read nor is there deſcribing 
29 Were laying read were lying dead 
8 Begun enerous 1cad be ungenerous 
25 Sancradhi-malkar read Sancradj-malhar 
26 Shpas read Shyahs . 
4 Uuieaxrd to this day read unheard of to this day = 
7 Layed their lives read layed down their lives 


Page 191 Line 2 3 Becon read beckon 


z-- 


197 — 
197 — 


199 — 


200 =-- 


200 — 
292 == 
202 3 


204 — 


203 — 


204 — 


212 — 


293 


N N T 


21 Depoſed read depoſited ; EY 
11 Here lies read here lic, "SR 


7 GhandSoran read-Qhands$ran ' «© - 
6 Aburthen read a burthen ; 


13 On a prince read a Prince 


1 Sodiverted read divertdegdgd 
27 Propoſed read prepoſed „ 


17 Forms ſake read form's ſake 
24 Enadequate read unadequate, 
17 Throughout read throughEcberabad 


6 Sher-cken read Shir-effken | 


19 Hgrenzebi read Abren z ebe 
Laſt line the Princes tead thoſe princes, 
27 By death after read by death, after 


1 Booty into read booty in 


22 Infictions read infectious, 
1 By the arms read in the arms 
27 India the atur read India tlie atur 


3 Pontifically read Pontificate 
9 Aſſunder read aſſunder, 


Becoskiely read the BecoSiety 
4 Thereof read whereof 
12 Prophets read Prophet | 
10 Quarter, of the horiſon read quarter of the horilon 
25 Idiotic read idiot | 
26 Himſelf read himſelf; 
17 Impoſter read impoſtor 


10 Open it read open it; 
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Page 236 Line 3 Bom8d read Nom8d' + ; / 


237 — 


FA 
a þ Et 


239 


236 


232 


240 


240 — 


240 


240 


24 "+ 


242 
247 
249 
251 
252 


255 


259 
259 


13 Now ſpreading read now ſpread. . 


39 Shyah read Shyahs 
2 That when read that one day when 
15 Aſſiſtance, had read; aſſiſtance. Had 


— 


22 And Seets read and ſots 

26 Other would read other, it wonld 

3 Abode by ſtyling read abode; ſtyling. 
10 Are the xeſult, read is the reſult, 

11 Years pait, read, years paſt, 

20 Younger brother: died, read, younger brother, BG, 
24 Miniſtring anget, read miniſtring angel. 

26 Gun- powder, Moaviah, read, gunpowder Mokviah, 
4 His.commaid, moreover, read, command ; [norcover, 
22 Adimir; alſo, read, Adimir alſo, 
24 Attend upon him, read, attend him, 
29 Some big, read, ſome of them big, g 
21 Troubles, and the general, read troubles, che general 
3 And left read had. left 0 „ 

4 Ray nit Cont na ur read Ray-nil Cunt-Nagur 

25 Ar ohans read Afghans | 


31 Emparor of Tartar read Emperors of Tartar 


| g9 Dver-dad-quan read Daver-dad-quan 


19 Djevahir- qhan real Dievaher-qhan 
6 Allies, at hun read rallies at him 

9 Delicacies read delices 7 
10 Condeſcen dener read Condeſcenſien 

1 And capable of read Capable of 

14 Any of che prop rty real any part of the property 


26 Jealous men of read je lous of that 


AFA. 


Page 271 Line 8 To the Soldiers read to the Soldier 


— 


272 


272 


274 
4 
of | ous 
298 — * 


278 
278 
279 
279 
280 
281 


232 


— — 


272 — 2 Io bring read to the buſineſs of bringing 
7 A few days after that officer read a few days aſter, that officer 


28 Are wanted read are wonted. 


19 Aſcendant read aſzendancy _. 
23 If a Muſulmen read if a Muſulman, \ 


19 Governor; after which read Governor, after which, 


6 They mutined read they mutinied 


27 To any one but read to any one; but 


30 There even read chere: even 


29 To add the words read to add that the words 


29 That occur read which occur 
17 Reſerved only read ſerved only, 


22 Of the Provinces of read of the Provinces of 


23 Coaqueſts and read Conqueſts; and 


28 Pagpoo read Nagp8r 


1 This year, read this year 


23 Contiguous trophe country read contiguous country 


1 Effeced his retreated by a Valorous read, effected his re- 


treat: by a. Valo ous 


27 Mahmed-qhan. th: Lion re Ma'rned-qhan the Lion 


29 Tarvi 1 14 Taviiz 
29. Inhabiten:s molly r-ad inhabit in tents moſtly 


25 To adopt himſelf read to a lait himfelf 


14 Revenucs greatly arzumeaced read revenues greatly aug- 


mented 
30 Prince MahmzJ-ealy read Prince Mihmead aaly 
8 Succ:din; they firt read ucceding. they firit 


12 O. Sup licai) s rl of the ſupp lications 


2) Daalec-quan read ILaafer-qha L 


301 


Page 301 Line 


— 


393 


A285 *% 


305 


306 


337 


337 


33] > 


337 


339 
340 


311 
| ONS. 


344 — 


25 This inveſture read this inveſtiture 


SEES, 


25 Security, arid was read ſceriry, was Wg 
9 Doubtleſs were characters read doubtleſs of uch character: 
4 F abort te minifter Quandodrany fexd I favorite 1 Qhan. 
| dd8ra BIT | : 

12 Of forces . 1 of troops | 
19 Virza-Mihm read Mirza-Mahmed os 

32 Tha: that Child readthat this Chile 
22 To tremble, and many read to tremble ; ; and _ 


25 Tenets' to whoever readtenets whoever 


"7 "IS Condolance read Condoleance 


1 Depandance read dependance 
20 Divided read. divide | 
4 Seyds read Séyds; 9 15 a 
3 Ob che trogps, appainteT read of the troops — 2 
11 Nevertheleſs read, and yet 
21 Deligence read diligence 
31 A Sagreed read I agree | 
16 Aaaly-verden-qhan read Aaly-Merdan-qhan 
15 Converſation read preſervation | 
9 Made a fignof admiſion and read WEN a * of Submil- 
fon, and. | 
26 Nei- Shaboor Sapores. read Nei-Shab8e; 9 , 
28 9 baydon read Ader-ba'y-Dian | 
23 Perſia the Aſſhars read Perſia che Aſchars 


29 Mezenderan and the read Ma zenderan, and the 


24 Iranian camp; finding, read Iranian Camp : : finding, 


8 — 


25 Coorbah read Qhotbah 


16 And thoſe geditions, read and thoſe Seditious 


3 


27 It was theſe, after read It was theſe: after 


14 Of fix pieces, and Seyd Selabet, read, of ſiz pieces; and 
Seyd Selabet. 
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"IPA Contents of he fitth Section. | 
Grand ifribution of rewards at the court of M8r/hSdabad—about a coror of rupees 


ſent fo court as the whole of Ser-efraz-qhaw 5 eftate—Aali-verdi- han reſolves on an ex- 


pelition againſt the 8reſſa or Catek—the 8reſſa conguered—ftrange eſcape of its Vice- 
refit ingular generoſity of a Gentoo Prince towards  him-—Aali-verdi-ghan leave s 


bis grand ſon in the government of Breſſa—great. reſpect payed-by : Auli verdi. Oban 5 


ind his family to Ser-efraz- an's mother —the nec Governor of 8reſſa. manages un- 
or hily his enormous "oppreſſions—the ancient Governor s ſon-in-law recovers 
toſſeſion of Catec—where . he ſeizes and con fines the n Governor —Aali-verdi-: 


ghan marches into greſſ a here he defeats Bakyr-ally- qhan—ſettles the Breſſa a- 
new=-Zin-eddin abmed. ghan,Viceroy of Azimabad,acquires a character, for valor.and 


conduft—orders Roſhetf-ghan-terabi to be put to death he Marhattas invade Bengal— 
Aali- e refolves to fight them— ſome of his commanders lag behind—the A A 


glan's in the army incline to a general defection be diſagins.16 Pay, a"anfom to ibe 


Marbattas—be recovers the aſtection of his Afghans —he 7 ghts Bis way rough the 
enemy—memorable Ferreat of the Bengal Army 10 Cuttoa—ttvo elephants ſave it 
from deftruftion—the Marhattas ; Plunder part of \M8r/hSdabad—get poſſeſſion f 
H3zli—ravage, all Bengal fauth of the Ganga-—the Govenor of Azimabad marches , 
io his Uncle's afſi Rance—ingenious meeting of Aali- werdi- ban 's ce ith a relation . 
i ie Emperor ſends Abs I-mans$r-qban and Baludyiru 40 fo fieecour Bengal—a bridge 
of boats breaks YOON, and occafions.a great loſs——the Mathattas ſeverely.gghaftiſed—- N 
Overbearing behauiour, of Av8t-mans8r-qhan—the author” father is miſrepr Tel 
Baladiirdo under pretence of ſuccouring Aali-verdi- ghan, ravages Bengal 
avad ſaved by an accident from imminent danger—fi ngular reſolution of a lady 9050 
attempts to defend ber houſe and. quarter ain, the Marhattas—ambi guous meeting 
betrveen Aali: verdi and Baladji a— Huſgein- -c8ly-ghan loſes: his office, but is rein- 
ftated by Gabaſi 7 -begum, daughter of the V. iceroy—ill offices rendered to the author” 85 
father —zho parts with Aali-verdi-ghan's family city of Azimabad ſecured by « 2 
Wal—bigh Credit of Muſtepha- en With the Ficeroy—Auli-verdi*qhan reſolves to © 
| entrap, the. Marhatia commander maſt of them maſſacred —the Marhattas Nang 5 


7 ed every roberg, © evacuate Bengal—ſirange character of the. : Afghan nation £ 


Mi fepha-ghan, from a general of the Vi iceroy's, becomes his rival be comes to an 
open war woith him—he attacks the Govet nor of Azimabad—who oppoſes him 2 Vigos 
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Grand diſtri- 
Hution of re- 
awards at the 
court of MSr- 


dl 


Tt HE n 


rouſly—deputation ſent 'bim—Tngenious and artful meſſage of his to Miſpba. ba. 


bold open anſever of the latter's-—the Afghans attack and carry the intrenchments of 


Azim-abad, andyet are vor fted—the Victory is ſnatched a. ſecond time from the hands of 
Muftepha-qhan,wwho is ſhot through the head—Aali-verdi-qhan marches to ſuccour 


his Nephew--the Afghan's victorious a third time;are tbr fed N Muftepha- 
ghan is flain —the 46-4 n hero 1 r * 


A VERDI AAN having rendered himſelf maſter of theſe Eaſtern 
kingdoms, and taken poſſeſſion of thoſe riches. accummulated by Shud- 
Jah- -qhan and Ser-efraz- qhan, which were reckoned by Corors ny; turned his 


attention towards tranquiliſing the Country, and eſtabliſhing his own govern- 


ment. At the ſame time he received from the preſence the titles of Shudjah- 
el- mule and Heſfam- ed. doslah, chat is, the Valorous of che ſtate, and the 


Sword of the Empire: was honoured with the brevet of ſeven thouſand horſe, 


and decorated with the inſignia of che Mahi; and the court ſeemingly with a 
view to humour his tenderneſs for his family, beſtowed high honors upon eve- 


ry individual of it: for his younger nephew and Son- in- law, Zin-eddin-ah- 


med-qhan, whom he had left at Azim-abad, as his Lieutenant, and whom he 
had now rendered abſolute in that Province, was honoured with the brevet 
of ſeven thouſand horſe and the titles of Vaillant, the honor of the Empire, and 
the terrible in war, together with the Mahi „the fringed Paleky, the kettle 


drum and the ſtandard. His eldeſt nephew and Son-in-law, Nevaziſh-mah 


med-qhan, whom he had appointed governor of the Province of Djchan- 


ghir-nagar Dacca, wich the annexes of Silhat and Iflam-abad-chatgam, 
was now honored with the office of Divan of Bengal, and decorated with the 
inſignia of the Mahi, and diſtinguiſhed with the Sir-names and titles of 
the Vaillant and of the magnificient of the fate, always Valorous in war. His 
middling nephew Sayd-ahmed-qhan, who ſo early as the times of Shudjah- 


han and Ser- efraz qhan, had enjoyed the Fodjdary of Rangpoor, where he 
nad acquired great riches; was decorated with the ſame rank and dignitics, 


M Ur An ER I x. 


as his brothers; with the Sirnames and titles of Rubens of the Empire, and 


he impetuous in wat : to all which was added a promiſe of the reverſion 


of the Province of 8refla, whenever it might be recovered from M8rſh84- - 
c3ly-qhan, Son. in- aw to Shudjah- qhan by a half Siſter of Ser- efraz - qhan's: 


a nobleman, who to the reputation of a man of ſenſe and wit joined the talents 
of an ingenious Poet, and gloried as much in the title of the Enthouflaſmed 
and the unſettered, which he bore, as a Pôet, as in that of Roſtem- djung( 1) 
which he had received as a nobleman of rank and a governor of a great Pro- 


vince. Mirza-mehmed, eldeſt Son of Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, he adopted for 


his Son; and he took care to have him bred near his perſon, after having be- 


ſtowed upon him the title and Sirname of Seradj-edd68lah-ſhah-c81y-qban- 


bahadyr (2), with the office of admiral of Djehan-qhir-nagar Daca, which he 
had obtained for him from the preſence: and as Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan his 
eldeſt Son-in-law;and nephew had no child of his own, he made him- adopt 


Mirza- mehmed's younger brother, for whom he procured the ſirname of Ba- 


deſhah-c8ly-qhan with the title of ' Ecram-ede68lah (3): theſe two bro- 
thers were honored each of them with the rank of ſeven thouſand horſe,- 

| d with the dignities and inſignia annexed to ſo high a degree of ele- 

vation, and became high and mighty Lords from their very childhood. Ataa-ol- 

lah-qhan, younger Son- in- law to Hadji-ahmed a nobleman, who on Aali-ver- 

' di-qhan's being appointed to the Lieutenancy of Azim-abad,had ſucceeded him 

in the Fodjdary of Acbar-nagar-radje-mahl lo early as the times of Shudjah- 

- qhan and Ser-efraz-qhan, was now. advanced to the Fodjdary of Bagal-p8r, - 

promoted to a Brigade of three thouſand horſe, and foot, honored with the 


—_— 


„** 
—— 


(i) The Hercules in battles, 


(2) The Valliant Lord, Soldier of the Emperor, and flambeau of his Empire. The office of Admiral ok 
Daca, conſiſted in building and fitting a fleet of large veſſels and gallies, ſome of them as big as the biggeſt gal- 


lies ia Europe, and ſending them to Dehli. His expenditure was aſſigned upon eighty villas about $ Docks rated 
at 40,000 rupees, but which in proceſs of time yeilded above three lacs. 

(39 The words of Bad/bab-c8/y-qban are of the ſame import as thoſe of — 5 but — 
{:;nifies the honor of the Empire, 5 


degree 
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Divan to Aali-verdi-qhan ; and Radja Djanki-ram, who was an antient Di- 


Msrſhgdabad, the office of Pay maſter general which was intended for that 


KEIN HIN 


degree of ſeven thouſand hoiſe, and decorated with ſeveral inſignia e well 
as the pompous titles and ſounding Sirnames of the honored of the Empire, the 
Immoveabl: in a day of battle. Huſs&6in-c8ly-qhan, -Naib or Deputy to Ne- 
vaziſh-mahamed-qhan, . was honored with the rank of three thouſand horſe, 
to which was added the diſtinction of a ſtandard/and a kettle drum, and the 
Sirname of Bahadyr or valliant. Ataa- yar-qhan, half brother to Aali-verdi- 
qhan, and Fakyr-ollah-qhan, as well as 'N8r-8llah-beg-qhan and Mir-Djaa- 
fer- qhan, and Muſtepha- han, with ſeveral other perſons, whether relations, 
friends, or officers of conſequence; were every one of them honored with dif- 
tinctions, advanced to dignities and officers, or promoted to commands. Chèin- 
ray agent to the Ray-rayan-aalem-chund, Divan, or miniſter to the late 


Shudjah-qhan, was himſelf honored with the title of Ray-rayan, and appointed 


van of his, was appointed Divan of the bodies or muſters, and comptroller of 
the regiſters. It was in contemplation to beſtow the rank of three thouſand 
horſe, and the title of Bahadyr with the Paymaſterſhip general, on Abdal- 
aaly-qhan, my uncle, who was alſo a couſin- german to Aali-verdi-qhan, in 
the ſame manner as they had been enjoyed by that officer's father Seyd-zin- 
el-aabedin, my maternal grand father, who was ſon to Aali-verdi-qhan's 
aunt : but that nobleman, who expected to be promoted on an equal footing 
with the other nephews of Aali-verdi-qhan, being diſpleaſed at the ſoperi- | 
orit given them, quitted the court in diſguſt, and obtained leave to repair to 
Azim abad where in fact he returned. Zin-eddin- -ahmed-qhan, who governed 
there; thinking himſelf honored by his arrival, gave him the government of 
Turhut in addition to the Collector- ſhip of Bahar and Beſoc, which he enjoy- 
ed already; deſiring him morover to live at his court as his friend. Abdol- 


aali-qhan having abſented himfelf for reaſons of his own from the court of 


Nobleman, was beſtowed on my Aunt's huſband, N uſrgt-galy- qhan, and the 


ſecond 


ay 
_ 
2323 
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ſecond Paymaſter-ſhip was beſtowed on Fakir Ollah-beg-qhan Bahadyr, who 


was one of the perſons moſt attached to Aali-verdi-qhan. This prince having 


now diſpoſed of thoſe: many offices and honors according to the dictates of his 
gratitude and wiſdom, ſent the Coror of Rupees and the Piſh-kuſh,or preſent 


in money which he had promiſed to the Emperor. It conſiſted of money and 
precious goods, and was accepted by the mediation of Iſſac- qhan, miniſter of 
ſtate. As to the confiſcated property of Ser-effraz-qhan's, he ſet a part as much 
of it as he thought proper for the Emperor's uſe;but hearing that M rid- qhan the 
valiant, a Lord of the ſecond rank in the Emperor's Court, had been ſent from 
the capital for the double purpoſe of taking the poſſeſſion of Ser-effraz.qhan's 
eſtate, and receiving the Revenue of Bengal which had been arreared ſince that 
Viceroy's fitting upon the Meſned; he wrote him a reſpectful letter to requeſt 
his taking ſome repoſe at Azimabad, as he was himſelf ſetting out for Radj- 
mahal with intention to meet him at Sacry-gally (4),wherehe would not fail to 
deliver into his excellency's hands, both Ser- effraz- qhiaan's eſtate and the”bal- 
lance due on the Revenue. As this requeſt was calculated to prevent that No- 
bleman from obtaining entrance into Bengal, Aali-verdi-qhan in the month of 
Redjeb, ſet out for Acber- nagar-Radj mahal, where after waiting many days he 
was met by M8rid-qhan to whom he delivered ſome lacks of Rupees in money, 
and ſeventy lacks in jewels, with much gold and ſilver furniture, a quantity of 
precious ſtuffs, and a number of elephants and horſes; all which having paſſed 
for the whole of the confiſcation, he put a written account of it in that Noble- 
mans hands, made hima preſent every way ſuitable to his rank, and to the oc- 
caſion, and diſmiſſed him with great honours and many civilitieszafter which he 


reviewed his army, being then intent on an expidition againſt Catec, the capital 


—— —— 


(4) dacry-Gally, or the gullet or lane of Sacry, is a narrow defile with the Ganga on one fide, and a chain of 
woody hills on the, other; and ſuck is Talia-garry, which beſides has a wall that ſhuts up the paſſage from end to 


end. The former defile may be ten feet broad, and being everhanged by woods, is capable of great defence, and 
ſeems to bar the paſſage from Bahar into Bengal; but the chain of hills that borders it, would, on inſpection afford 


many other paſſages, and really there are many more. *Rhago-dji in 1740 left at his left both thoſe defiles, and 


yet he penetrated with eaſe into Bengal. 
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of the dreck, a province chick he l to recover fi rom M38. 


c8ly- ghan, its actual owner. 
Fox Alli-verdi- qhan was now firmly ie; in his government: ks had 
arranged and ſettled every branch of the adminiſtration; and being now 


eaſy on that head, he had preparedan army of victorious troops, and a train of 
artillery furniſhed with every thing requiſite for conqueſts, after having all this 

time made i it his buſineſs to obtain a previous knowledge of che talents and turn 
of mind of his intended adverfary. But M8rſh8d-c8ly- aan who did not 
think himſelf a match for ſuch an enemy, ſent one Aga-Mahmed-taky of Su- 
rat, to probe Aali-verdi-qhan's defigns, and to manage a treaty with him ; and 
this end was ſoon obtained, both from a regard to the acquaintance that had 

once ſubſiſted between the two contractants; and alſo, out of compliment tothe 
envoyꝰs talent, who behaved with great abilities and was diſniſſed with honour 

and diſtinction. However theſe good beginnings were ſoon marred by che in- 
trigues of Mirza-bakyr-qhan, a nobleman who drew his pedigree from the roy- 
al race of the Sefis of Iran (5), and was now ſon-in-law to M8rſh8d-cBly-qhan,. 
whoſe conſort alſo joined her ſon-in-law in pointing out to him the rich prize of 
Bengal (a conqueſt indeed to which he was far from being equal) and the pro- 

priety of ſhewing a becoming reſentment againſt Ser-effraz-qhan's murderer. 
Theſe two incenſed perſons lea gued together, found means to manage ſo well, 
as that the treaty now almoſt concluded, was put an end to; although M8r- 
8d-c8ly-qhan himſelf had ſet his heart upon it. Aali-verdi-qhan being in- 

formed of this alteration in his mind, wrote him word that he had not in his 
46 heart any inclination to offer that illuſtrious governor any injury, or to bring 

te him to any harm; but however that his ſtaying any longer at Catec would be 
cc far from conducing to the quiet of either party: he therefore hoped that his 
c excellency would find it expedient to withdraw his W effects, 


— 
- 


wt — — — 


(5) The kings of Perſia or Iran are called Sophis by the Turks from Sheh- 2 the 3 of that al 
who pretending to be only a Derviſh or Fakir, ideſt, a religious man, wore only Se, or camblet. But the Dinaſ- 
ty however took the name of Sefis from Shab Sefi lis deſcendant and the firſt who aſſumed the title of Shah or 


Emperor or King, and made conqueſts. 


1 . - 


« and 
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« and to repair with them into Hindoſtan, by taking his journey through Mar- 

« ſh8dabad; unleſs indeed he ſhould. find it more eligible to go at once from 
Catec to the neighbouring country of Decan.“ Such a. meſſage with any 

other man might have brought on an immediate rupture; but the Viceroy of 
Catec who dreaded the military talents, as well as the ſuperior forces, of his ad- 
verſary, was inclined to put an end to all his uneaſineſs by giving up the conteſt; 

and he had probably effected his purpoſe, had not his ſpirits been raiſed, and 

his ſelf love intereſted, by the repeated ſuggeſtions of his ſon-in-law, who 
being high ſpirited, would not bear ſuch haughty language, and was beſides 
ſpurred on by the proſpect of once commanding in ſuch a country as Bengal. 
Theſe ſentiments of reſentment and ambition were ſtrongly ſupported by the 
Viceroy's conſort, a high ſpirited Princeſs, who joining reproaches to entrea - 

ties, was eternally teizing him on the infamy of {uftering her brother's mur- 

derer to enjoy quietly both impunity and dominion. : This Princeſs, who was 
much more reſ] pected in the province than her huſband himſelf, proceeded from 
intreaties to threats, and ſhe talked of no leſs than of abandonning ſo tame A. 
huſband, and making over her riches, influence, and pretenſions, to her ſon- in- 

law, together with the arovince- itſelf :. a young man of a temper equally ar- 

dent and intriguing, whom ſhe found perfectly fitted by nature for ſeconding 

her hatred to Aali-verdi-qhan, The Viceroy overcome by the animated in- 
ſtigations of thoſe two perſons, altered his mind, and he ſent word to his neigh- 

bour in Bengal, that he diſavowed the preliminaries conſented to againſt his 

wil by his agent; and that the ſword only would determine their reſpective 
pretenſions. They latter fully ſenſible that nothing was now to be obtained but 

by war, took his meaſures accordingly: he recommended the government of 
Bengal and the care of che city to both his brother, Hadji-ahmed, and to his 
nephew; and having reviewed his army, which amounted to ten or twelve 3 : 
thouſand picked troops, he ſpied in the Aſters a favorable moment for quit- the conquet of 
ing the city, and ſet out ſor the Srefla.. 
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sven a piece of intelligence was ſoon conveyed to the court of Catec 
and M8Srſh8d-c8ly-qhan, now reſolved on war, thought it proper to ſound the 
minds of thoſe about his perſon. Having aſſembled his friends and the prin- 
cipal officers of his army, he made his appearance in the hall, and remained 
filent for a while; taking then his ſabre from his own fide; he laid it in the mid. 
dle of the aſſembly, and after having reprelented in lively colours, the crim- 
committed by Aali- verdi qhan, he reflected on that inſatiable ambition of 
his, which, not contented with impunity, aſpired alſo to deſ poil the murdered 
Prince's ſiſter of what little ſhe had leſt, and talked of nothing but war and 
of ſacrificing every one to his own views. My cauſe being as juſt, as my 
caſe is critical, added he, there remains nothing for me now, but to know your 
orten minds on this inquitous conte t. Tf you are for landing by me, let us ſet out 
together and fight together ; but if you are of another mind, then for God's ſake er- 
plain ourſelves early and betimes, that I may act accordingly, and provide betimes 
for my own ſafety.” This ſhort addreſs having ſeemed to be received with 
approbation, the principal officer of his army, Abed-aali-qhan by name, aſſu- 
red him in the name of the aſſembly, That he might rely on their fidelity 


* 


and on their deteſtation of the murderer;” and having pronounced theſe 
few words, he ſtood up with all thoſe preſent, and taking up the ſabre lying 
on the ground, he girt it round the Viceroy's loins, and aſſured him of their 


”, 


attachment and zeal.” Such a ſcene having tranquilled che governor's mind, 
he thought only of preparing himſelf for the conteſts. Having muſtered his 
army, and taken his ſon-in-law with him, he quitted Catec, and advanced 
towards the frontiers of his country. For this purpoſe he puſhed beyond Bal- 
liſer-bender, (Balaffor) croſſed the river that flows by that town; and having 
advanced ſome miles beyond it, he took poſt in a ſpot which he judged capa- 


ble of great defence. This was almoſt ſurrounded by a ſmall riyer with ſteep 


| bofty banks, that had within ſight a country covered with woods and brambles. 


Not content with the natural ſtrength of his poſt, he threw up ſome intreach- 
ments 
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ments in the leaſt difficult parts, lined the whole with three hundred pieces of 


artillery, great and ſmall, and gave his encampment ſuch a menacing poſture, 


that it became very dangerous to diſlodge him. Such was the ſtate of things, | 


when Aali-verdi-ghan moved from Midnapore, and having advanced tow- 
ards Baliſſer- bender, he got a full view of a formidable poſt, of which he had 


only ſome idea from report. His natural daringneſs was at ſtand; to attack 


an enemy ſo incenſed and fo well intrenched, was impracticable: To entice 


him out of that ſtrong poſt was the ſureſt party; But his ſituation was now 


become critical: the Zemindars of the frontiers of Bengal became remiſs in 


forwarding convoys to camp; and the few that would approach it, never failed 
to be intercepted by the Zemindars or great land-holders of the Srefla, who 
ſeemed to diſlike his perſon, and to look upon his camp, as an inimical ground, 
Some proviſions ſent by the Governor of Naræin- gur were intercepted likewiſe; 
and his ſuttlers being at a loſs how to ſupply themſelves, proviſions became 
very dear, and at laſt ſcarce and bad. Such a tate, of things required only 
patience 1n the governor of Srefla; and it was his intention to let the enemy 
conſume himſelf. But ſuch a delay was more than could be brooked by his ſon- 
in-law, who inflamed by the fight of the enemy, and informed of his diſtreſs, 


wanted abſolutely to ſally forth and to fall upon him. The Governor made 


gnany objections, but he was overborne at laſt by the impetuoſity of Mirza-bas 
kyr; and about the end of Zilcaad in the fame year, he quitted his ſtrong poſt, 
and advanced towards the enemy. This was preciſely what Aali-yerdi-qhan 


had wiſhed; and a blunder having been this very moment committed by the 


enemy, he availed himſelf of it to the utmoſt. Mirza-Bakyr, in puſhing blindly 
forwards, had degarniſhed that part of his retrenchment, where was poſted the 
greateſt part of his artillery; and this having been ſoon perceived by the enemy, 
Aali-verdi-qhan ſent a party of troops, who puſhed on a gallop, and ſeized 
the whole of it. The engagement commenced of courſe,and it was continued 


with W and rockets: vaſt numbers of brave men were e falling on both 
3 G- ſides; 3 


laſſo. 
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fides; and yet the action bore a doubtful aſpect, M8rſh8d-c81i-qhan ſtand- 


ing his ground bravely. In this critical moment that ſame Abed-qhan, who had 
cut ſo conſpicuous a figure in.the aſſembly at Catec, and owed his fortune to 
his governor, but had too much Afghan blood in his veins not to long afterſome 
ſignal perfidy; Abed-qhan; 1 ſay, was ſeen to move from his poſt. He had 
already made his bargain with the famous Muſtepha-qhan, who was his 
countryman, and a favourite general of the enemy's. The perfide Abed- 
qhan having advanced, as to an attack, with-his whole corps, ſtruck to the 


left where he perceived the ſignal agreed to; and having ranged his whole bri. 
gade cloſe to Muſtepha-qhan, he ſtood ſtock-· till, like one. that ſhould have 
come to ſee the fight as a common ſpectator. But even this defeCtion did not 


appale M8rſh8d-c8li-qhan : his troops ſtood their ground, and he ſeemed to be 
every where, being followed by a body of Seyds of Barr, long ago attached 
to his perſon, and who being deſirous to ſhew their zeal, as well as jealous of their 
national character (6), advanced the feet of daringneſs, and made fo vi- 


gorous an attack, that the enemy unable to ſtand their impetuoſity, commenc- 


ed giving way; and even ſome of the Bengal troops fled openly : the mo- 

ment was come when Aali-verdi-qhan was to forfeit his character (7) and to 
be covered wich eternal diſgrace. Luckily for him- that Mirza: bakyr having 
juſt quitted his poſt at the right, and attack ed the left wing of the enemies, 
which hethrew into ſo much diſorder, that the troops were actuallygiving way; 

was himſelf difordered by his very attack, this wing was compoſed of the flow- 
er of the enemy's army: Mir-djaafer-qhan, who commanded there, ſceing 
how matters went, jumped down from his horſe, and putting himſelf at the 
head of a ſtrong body, he advanced to the affiftaice of the diſcomfited troops, 


PET 


— 


(6) Barr is a town and diſtri& to the North-eaſt of Dehly, and wholly inhabited by Styds (juſt as Sheh- 
p3ra in Bahar is inhabited by only Shehs) ; but theſe Ss ds, who paſs proverbially for ſo * many- block- heads, 
are likewiſe known for being remarkably brave ; and there are ſeveral ſuch towns and diſtricts in Hindoſtan, 
reputed brave nationally : ſuch are the Sheh-zadians of Lu cnow, andthe citizens of Belgram. 


(7) His conſort fled at two miles from the field of battle upon her Elephant ;, and this animal was follows? 
by that which mounted Aali- verdi · quan himſelf, whether he would or not. 


8 where 
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in the ſhip ſeeing on land a great concourſe of people, ſent their feneſ5 to in- 
quire after M8rſh8d-c8Ii-qhan's affairs, without ſuſpecting all this while that 
their owner had been in the battle. This fight of the fene/ſs intirely altered 
the ideas of both the Governor, and the ſhip's owner. The latter pointed to 
the veſſel with the finger,andaftera pauſe, he obſerved, that the ſendingdown ſuch 
a veſſel bokedvery much like a ſpecial interpoſition of Providence in their behalf. Im an 
inſtant the governor was of his opinion; and without conſulting any one, or gi- 


cg he ſalt rf idly 07 ne ft by une, he prot 


to go on board as on a party of pleaſure, and only to ſee a ſhip; and without 
taking any thing with him, he carried his ſon- in- lw, and a few of the moſt ne- 
ceſſary ſervants, and getting into the feneſs, he reached the ſhip, which im- 
wediately drew up her anchor and made fail: in ſix days more ene 
- Machli-bender (Maſulipatam.) 9 
Bur the Governor's anxieties foon returned upon him : he had left behind 
dis whole family, his conſort, and his riches, which laſt had been hoarded from 
long Hand, and now amounted to a vaſt ſim ; and this thought, but eſpicially 
that of his conſort and children, were enough to diſtract his mind. He there- 
fore ſent his fon in-law towards Sicacol and Ganjam, which are on the frontiers 
of the greſſa, to try what could be done, as thoſe towns have a great intercourſe 
with Catec. But providerce which watched over that forlorn family, had al- 
ready ſuſcired a ſaviour for it; and this was the Radja or Prince of Ratip8r, 
who is alſo Lord of Djagennat, a famous place of reſort and Pilgrimages from 
all India, and where the diverſity of clans ſo remarkable amongſt Gentoos, and the 
yneſs from each other which it produces, ceaſes at once by an ancient law, to 
make place for a mutual intercourſe deemed obligatory, in a ſacred place held 


in the-higheſt veneration (8) This Gentoo Prince, who was a particular friend 


(E) It is well known that the Gentoos not only abſtain rigorouſly from what victuals have been pxepared by an 
European, and alſo from his cloaths, water and utenſils, and even houſe, bat alfo, that they have the tame ſhy- 
neſs amongſt the ſeyeral clans themſelves ; but all that is over, the moment they are at Djagennat or even with 


in ſight of the Ox of Granite, which iſſues out of the ſteeple; there Gentoos eat in common with Muſulmen and 


G mighty wonder |) victuals ready dreſſed ar carry ed about in the ſtreets. 
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where Muſahab-qhan, as well as Dilir-ghan, and. Adalet-ghan, both Afghans, 
and both, intrepid ſons of the valorous Umer-qhan, were making a ſtand. 
Mir-djaafer exerted himſelf ſo manfully in. that trying moment, dat he on chin 
day acquired a high character for military conduct and ſoldier like prowels. The 
combat became warm and bloody; and Mir-muhabbet-aaly, with Mir. ac- 
a batsshhe the two commanders of the Seyds, having 1 received ſeveral, mortal 


wounds, which made them drink to the very dregs the cup of bitter potion 

preſented them by inexorable. fate, whilſt, Mirza-bakyr himſelf was receiving 

- ſeveral dangerous wounds on the neck, head - and breaſt; their troops were 

appaled and Save, Way. Mirza-bakyr, unable to ſupport himſelf, was car- 

-ried out of the 60d and the troops being deprived of fuch valorous com- 

manders, took fright, diſperſed, and fought only how to eſcape the ſlaughter. 

M8rſh8d-c8ly-qhan, finding now that fortune had turned her back upon him, 

* chought only how. to ſecure a retreat; and taking his, wounded ſon-in-law 

ina Paleky, he turned towards Balifler-bender in which he took ſheiter with 

about three thouſand men that ſtill ſtood. by him. Not that he expected any 

thing from that handfull : he was only intent on giving them the flip : under 

-pretence that he intended to intrench himſelf there, he marched them out of 

the town, where he threw up ſome earth on the out ſkirts of it; and turning 

at the ſame time towards the river, he alighted from his Elephant, as if in- 

| tending to take ſome refreſhment. There happened to be then in the river, 
but cloſe to the ſhore, a ſhip ready to fail, which belonged to an ancient friend, 

and ancient companion of his, being a native of S8ret-bender (Surat) as well 

as himſelf. This friend had this long while enriched himſelf by fiting out 

_ veſſels for ſeveral parts of India; and he was juſt cloſe by him ; and the ſhip 
= full of goods and grain, was unfurling her fails, Hadji- mahſen had fought by 
his fide, and had his full ſhare of the perils of the day. Now it muſt be ob- 

ſerved that ſhips have always a veſſel called a feneſs (Pinnace) (chis i 18 the young 


one of a ſhip) and this ſerves for the purpoſe of going a ſhore; ſo that the people 
in 


MUTAQHERTIN. 


of MSrſb 8d c81y-qhan, ſeemed to be an exception to the general run of man- 


kind, as if he had gloried in SARS one of thoſe tew, who in the adyerſe fortunes 
of their benefactors, and ns, remember of former benefit and of former 


connections and act accordingly. Hearing of the late defeat, and concluding 

mat the victorious would ſoon become maſters of Catec, he ſent a number of 
carriages, and a ſtrong eſcort, with orders to bring every thing belonging to his 
friend out of that city. The whole was under the command of Sheh- morad, 
a truſty officer of his houſehold, who arriving at the nick of time, took with him 


not only the forlorn family, and the treaſures, but even the whole dere and 


every perſon or ſervant belonging to the Governor. Setting out without loſs 


of time, he traverſed the whe 8refla, and carried his charge ſafe to Inchap8r, : 
which is a town and diſtrict. dependant on Sicacol and Ganjam; and moreover 
he remained there on his maſter's-part to execute the Prince's commands. By 
a further good lack, the Governor of the country happened to be Anver- eddin- 
qhan, who. was an acquaintance of M8rſh8d-c8ly-qhan, and who received that 
| forlorn'family-as his gueſts, and took care to furniſh it with every neceflary and 
every conveniency in his power. Bakyr-aaly-qhan arriving a few days after, 
and finding his conſort and wealth unexpectedly- arrived and freed from every dan- 
ger, returned thanks to God Almighty from ſo ſignal a delivery. From chence 

ke ſent bis mother-in-law to-her huſband, together with her furniture and trea- - 


_ fures, and aftertarrying a few days to hear from Catec, he returned to his tather- 


in-law ; who finding himſelf in a country: that belonged to Nizam- el- mulk, 


Viceroy of Decan, thought himſelf happy to have obtained ſhelter in his do- 
minions, and he made a ſtay there to recover of his fatigues. But Aali-· verdi · chan 
did not think of repoſe. 


InteExT on availing himſelf of his ſucceſs, he * on to Catec, where 
he layed about a month to bring that country under controul ; and this was. 
not a difficult taſk, as he had lived a long Fulle en thoſe parts in the times of- 
wachen hen, * 1 had * connections with every one of the Zemindars. He 
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no ſent for them, and after having ſpoken kindly to them all and Conferret 

upon each in particular ſuch favors as he ſeemed to deſerve, he diſmiſſed them 

contented: ſending at the ſame time for his ſecond ſon-in-law Said · ahmed. 

| qhan, he appointed him Governor 'General - of the province, after having 

made him fit on the Meſned of command in his preſence, and put on his ſhoul- 

nen ders the Qhy laat of that inveſtiture. But as he did not truſt altogether to the 
 grand-ſon inthe young officers which Said-ahmed-qhan had put at the bead of his own brigade, 


government of 


e he gave the command of it to one of his own veteran officers, called Godjur- 
qhan, with permiſſion to raiſe as many more troops as his Governor might think 
convenable: after all theſe arrangements, he quitted the g reſſa, and took the 
road of M8rſh8dabad, the capital of his dominions, where he graced again by 
his preſence, the Mel ned of command and fovereignty. 

This time of receſs he employed conſtantly in determining revenue 


matters, in diſciplining and ſtationing tis army, in eaſing the huſbandmen, 
and obliging every noble, and every plebeian, that had acceſs to his per- 
fon. - He kept under his eyes his nephew Mirza-mahmed, whom he had 
adopted, as well as his brother yet a child, which he had got adopted by 
his nephew Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan ; and he made it a point to have at 
vis court all the principal - nobles and the chief men of the country, as well 
As to the family of Ser- effraz- han, 


as their principal relations and friends. 


_ - — . © | , — 2 14. 
: | | *** recommended to his elder ſon-in-law, who having obtained N efiſſa 

p Great reſp . 4 | 3 
| * Begum's conſent, carried her to his palace, where he adopted her for his mo- 


verdi qhan to 


Ser-efraz- 
qhan's mother ther, as ſhe did him for her ſon; he gave her the whole management of his 


and family. 
ſeraglio, with the abſolute command of his i inner houſehold. But what is ex- 


traordinary, this adoption did not extend to her ever appearing in his preſence, 
or to her ever been ſo much as ſeen by him: there always intervened a yell 
or a curtain between them, even whilſt fhe was rendering him an account of 
his family, and whilſt the expreſſions of mother and ſon were continually in- 


terchanging. The Princeſs had even an inſpection « over his conſort, who was 
* 


daughter to Aal. verdi-qhan; and her en” were executed without refe- 
rence to him. She likewiſe conſerved the Qhas:taaloeck, or perſonal demeſnes 
of Djaafer-qhan her ſather(a tract of ground that yielded a large revenue) with 


every land or houſe that had been bought by that Prince i in his private capa» 
city: to theſe Nevaſiſh- -mahmed-qhan never offered totouch ; and ſhe continu- 
ed to enjoy them totally: beingto the very laſt uled with che utmoſt reſpect and 
deference both by him and by Aali-verdi-qhar. himſelf, neither of whom * 
ver approached her without a profound bow, or ever offered to ſit in her pre- 
ſence, without being bid. It happened chat one of Ser-efraz-ghan's concu- 
pines Was delivered of a Fay the very day on which he was ſlain : and he 
was adopted by Nefeſſa-begum for her ſon, ſoon became an ohject of much 
regard for e ven Nevaſiah-mahmed-qhan; and care was taken to have him 
bred with as much attention as if he had been his own ſon. But as Ser-efraz- 
qhan had no married conſort of his own rank, but only concubines, ſome of 
whom had been occaſionally admitted to his bed, thoſe that had any children 
by him were honorably diſmiſſed co Djehan- ghir-nagar-daca, where he ſettled 
uponthem ſuch noblepenſions, as put it in their power not only to live up totheir 
rank, but alſo to aſſiſt others. In ſhort he declared himſelf the protector of all 
that had belonged to that unfortunate Prince, to every one of whom he allowed 
honorable ſalaries „whether they lived by themſelves,orchoſeto take ſervice with 


him : making i it a point to render every one of them eaſy in his circumſtances, 
and ſatisfied with his lot. And really Nevaſiſh-mahmed-qhan' s liberality 


was boundleſs. ' For I have heard it from people well informed and worthy 
of credit, That he ſpent thirty thouſand rupees per month in ſupporting ſe- 
cretly poor widows, and old decrepit people, excluſively of thoſe that had 
their names borne on the Di yani-regiſters, and received penſions publickly. The | 
bounties to all theſe people were every month put in bags 1 in his preſence,and 
reſpectively forwarded by truſty eunuchs and old women of his houſehold. 
He was, as we have ſaid Governor of the province of Daca, with its annexes, 


to 
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to wiz, the Fodjdaries ef Silhut and Alus. bu, but he livedht e court as well ax 


bis Niib or Lieutenant Huſs&in-e81y-qhan; ſo that the immediate ma- 

agement of thoſe countries,devolved on a Divan of Huſs&in-c8ly-qhan's,who 
was called Ray- gocul-chund a man of merit, wha. diſcharged that truſt much 
to his credit and honor. At this ſame time Caſfem-aaly-qhan brother to Aa- 
hi- verdi-qhan' s confort, was appointed to the Fodjdary of Rungpore, where he 


Acquited both credit and riches (9).. Whilſt ſuch an important revolution 


was taking place i in Bengal, Sejf-eddin-aali- qhan, 1 was Fodjdar or rather here. 
ditary Governor of P8raniah, to which charge he had been appointed from the 
preſence ſo early as the times of Djaafer-qhan... This lord, milled by appear- 
ances, had for ſome time taken Aali-· verdi · qhan for a rebel; and in expecta- 

tion of being ſupported by armies and generals from the capital, he had given 
out that he was going to march againſt him, and to puniſh his rebellion; but 
finding that he had greatly miſtaken the caſe, and that no-notice was taken of 
his intention, he concluded that ſuch a rumour afid ſuch an intention had done 
him no good : to give therefore the beſt colouring to his behaviour, he coun- 
terfeited the mad man; and it was lucky for him that Kali- verdi-qban, who 


paid a great regard to his connections at court, and to Emir- qhan, his brother 


in particular, did not think it expedient to reſent his conduct. 

We have left Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan in the poſſeſfion of the Government 
of Azimabad. This new Governor, who was a young man of great merit, and 
equal in every ſenſe to the honors and the high office he enjoyed „having heard 
much of my father Seyd-hedaiet-aaly-qhan, who commanded theſe many 
years in ſeveral diſtricts of his government, requeſted his attendance; and at- 
ter having ſhewn him every mark of regard and eſteem, he offered him the 
office of Ray- maſter of the province . Providence, ſaid he, having beſtowed 


— 
_— WP — 2 —————— 


1 


— 


(9) This nobleman was recalled under Mir -djaafer-qhan's firſt reign. He had concealed full one coror in his 
Zenana, ſome time before he had been put to death, as a near relation of Aali-verdi-qhan's. But Miren, ſon to 
Mir - djaafer, no-ſooner heard of the hoard, than he went himſelf to the Zenana, took the Naber aw ay, and more 


over deflowered two _ daughters of the murderednoblemants.. 


6 this. 
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ee this comitry and chis power, on this your bother FTE 'bimſelf) it 


« becomes us to join our efforts in diſciplining the army, and in adjuſting the 


« arrangerhent of this country together; and it is incumbent upon us 


« to manage in ſuch a manner, as that we may become an object of 
« envy to our jealous, and of approbation and exultation 'to our friends 
« and patrons:” To theſe he added many other expreſſions of kindneſs 


calculated to promote affection and zeal; and he acted up to his ex- 


preſſions, load ing my father with honors and favours; ſo that their union became 
every day cloſer and cloſer. That bung prince who ſought merit where ever 


it could be found, applied alſo to Aulbverdi-qhan his uncle, for an able mi- 
niſter, who had been formerly Divan to himſelf: it was Räy- chititantian-daſs; 
and as ſoon as he had him, he conferred on him the management of the fi- 
nances of the whole province: nor is ſo much diſcernment to ſurpriſe in ſo 


young a man: although in che prime of life, he was endowed with many 


valuable qualifications: reſolute and courageons, very ſenſible in his depart- 
ment, very regular in his tranſacting buſineſs; and very modeſt and decent in 
his way of life; firm in his command, yet civil; and of ſo engaging a be- 


haviour as ſeemed calculated to acquire every one's love and affe&ion. When 
his uncle quitted Azim-abad on his expedition to Bengal, he had · been fol- 
lowed out of affection by ſeveral ZemindaiS of the province, for inſtance by 


Radja-ſunder-fing, the Brahman Zemindar of the diſtriet of Mog; and by 
the two Zemindars of Turhut- ſemũi, who were originally of the Bety- clan, i 
and had lately become converts to Muſulmaniſm: all theſe, after performing 


their part in the expedition, now returned to their home, loaded with favours, 
and rich preſents in jewels, horſes, and elephants; but ſo ſoon as they were 
arrived, they were taken in the young governor's ſervice, where they became 
objects of his favour and attention, in proportion to the ſervices they had ren- 


dered his uncle. And indeed gratitude, as well as a civility without bounds, 
ſeemed to * hereditary virtues in chat family: for t both che uncle and 
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the nephew had been ſuddenly raiſed tothe ſummit of power and hours; chey 


poſſeſſed this laſt qualification, as well as that of benevolence to ſo high a de- 


gree, cat not one of the noblemen, their contemporaties, and not one of the 


middling ſovexeigns of thoſe times, can be compared to them. A complete 


remembrance. of every one's ſervice, and a ſincere regard to every one's me- 


kits, formed a leading feature in theic character; nor do-F remember to have 


ſeen, on to have heard that they had been equalled by any one in my time, 
or by any one that I could hear mentioned of former times. This young go- 


vernor ia particular was fond of ſhewing his gratitude : and as his mother and 
the poor man's mother were daughters of the {ame maternal uncle, and my 


mother in ſome fits of tenderneſs had often given him of her milk, he made it 
a point to ſhew his remembrance of that favor, by ſhewing me, the poorman, 
ſo much regard and attention, as hardly could bins bis. expected from 
an affectionate real brother. In the middle of ſo much pomp and 


power, he was pleaſed to remember of it, ſo far, as to aſſociate the poor man's 


whole familiy in the cares of Government, that is, in eaſing the huſband man's: 
burthens, rendering juſtice attentively, and in-obliging every one according 10 
his rank. My father, his two brothers, the poor man's unworthy felf, and all 
our relations, partook of his attention and power; and were we or any other, as 
hiſtorian, to launch out in the laudable qualifications, which nature had be- 
ſtowed on Aali-verdi- quan, and his three grand ſons and*nephewsz.or to hint 
at che many encomiums which- they ſo richly deferve, our mention would ſwell 
into the ſize of a book, and our ſincerity, although ſo well grounded, would. 
incurr ſuſpicion, or be aſcribed to intereſted motives. We ſhall therefore leave- 
the reader to make his own mind on that ſubject, by kindly Eng to our 
narrative oſ the principal events of their adminiſtration. © | 
Ws have left Aali-verdi-qhan,conqueror of the 8reſfa, but anxious to tetarn 
to his capital, and leaving in his new-conqueſt, a young, unexperienced grand 


fan and nephew, to whom he thought he had formed a council of adiminiſtration. 


ſtrange 


— 
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gange to ſiy, the young Governor liſteneꝗ to counſels of parcimony and frugx- 


ty: he undertook to diminiſh the pay of the troops, and to cunail the ſa- 
hries and emoluments of all thoſe that had been left near his perſon, on pur- 


poſe to inſure his perfonal ſecurity, and che well- fare of his government. But 


ſuch ſchemes of parcimony could find no favor, and even no acquieſcence, . 


with men, who had quitted their friends and homes, in bopes of bettering their 


fortunes, and thought themſelves intitled to more regard, as being ancient ſer- 
vants of the family. On the other hand the natives of the new con- 
quered province, who offered their ſervices, in their ſtead, could 800 but 
reliſh» a ſcheme that added a ſalary from government to all the conveni- 
encies of living at home: no wonder after that, if moſt ofthe officers and ſol- 


diers, that had come over with the young governor's uncle, and had been left 
with him, quitted the ſervice one after another, and ſaw their places ſueceſſive- 


ly filled by people living in the province. To this error in politics was added : 


another equally pernicious; a number of officers and commanders, who had 
made their fortunes withthe diſpoſſeſſed governor, were ſuffered to remain in the 
city of Catec, where they lived quietly, but where they fecretly cheriſhed an at 
tachment to their old maſter, and eſpecially to Mirza-bakyr, his ſon-in-law ; 
nor was the conduct of the young Prince in other reſpects calculated to dimi- 
niſk their dilaffections. There came at chat very time to Catec, a certain fa- 
kir, or vagabond friar, called Shzh Yahya, a man who having once been in the 
ſame ſchool with the young Prince, at Shah-djehan- abad, had of courſe acqui- 
red an intimacy: with him This man after running all over the Decan, now 
made his appearance at Catec, where he ſoon became a favourite, and a boſom 
friend with his old acquaintance. This fakir was far from being eicher a virtuous 
man or a good natured one; andꝭ as the young governor was then in the feror 
of youth, and ſurrounded by every allurement that could intoxicate with the 
fumes of power and lovereignty, he was the readier to catch che infection infuſed 
by his ne favourite. This man inſtilled into his youthful mind certain notions of 


intenting 
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inventing accuſations again rich men, as if guilty of concealing money or wealth 
belonging to the diſpoſſeſſed governor. Such accuſations afforded pretences, 
| | | not only for confining and ill uſing their perſons, but alſo for ſending garriſons 
=" 2 into their houſes, and carrying women from thence for the pretended purpoſe 
| ELLEN of hearing confeſſions, and extracting inquiries. I his manage went ſo far that 
| a rich man was. ſure of being reputed to have an iel hoard at home, and 
| a woman, reported to have a beautiful face,or an elegant ſhape, or even a ſkin 
| particularly ſatined, never failed to be ſent. for. The Fakir had beſides, a {kill 
_ at ferreting out ſuch beautiful women, wherever they could be heard of; and by 
| 
| 


ſuch and the like arts, he ingratiated himſelf ſo deeply i in his maſter” s favor, that 
his orders came to be univerſally obeyed. His houſe had. become a tribunal 
of inquiſition, where the buſineſs of ſcourging: and torturing went on lady 
ſo that the cries of the oppreſſed reached the Capola.ot huaven. Matters went 


{o far, that numbers of men of ſtation and character, who after having once 


Fd 


been concerned in the management of theold governor's finances, had been for- 


given certain balances ſaid to be due by them, were now taken to taſk, and 


| | obliged . thoſe balances to the treaſury of the new government. 80 many 
violences excited a general indignation : the government became deteſted: 
| conſpiracies were formed, and the citizens of the conquered capital, reſolving to 
| rid themſelves of ſo much oppreſſion, joined together unanimouſly ; and one 
would have taken them to have amongſt themſelves but one head, one tongue, 


ane heart, and one arm. Nor was this union difficult, or the execution of ſuch 


a project, dangerous: by this time very few of the old ſervants had remained 
with the new governor: even G8djur qhan's troops did not amount to above 
three hundred hoi ſemen; his new ſervants, had filled allthe departments; and the 
few muſqueteers and troops kept on foot, were.moſtly compoſed of natives, that 
is of old ſervants of M8rſh8d-c8ly-qhan's ; and to crown all that, both military 
and citizens were in their hearts idoliſing Mirza-bakyr's character and perſon. 
The conſpirators therefore found it no difficult matter to concert their meaſures, 


| ER: e | | 6 eſpecially 
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Gen as the Wong governor, who had alceady lived a whole year in the. Aron 


country without heating of any commotions, thought himſelf perfectly ſecure. 
Ic was at this lat moment of flumber that the heavens that ſeemed hitherto ſo 
ſerene, were overcaſt at once, and produced that "PTE which we are going to 
mention in detail. | FA | | 

Min 2 bx Nn, reſugied in en had not given a himſelf up to reſignation 
* reſt· inſtigated by his own fiery temper, he was eternally inſtigating 


his father-in-law : the recovery of his government, the conqueſt; of Bengal, and: 


a full retribution far Ser cffraz-qhan' 5 murder, were points dear to his heart, and 
objects on which he was continually brooding. But M8rſh8d-c8ly-qhan more. 


experienced, and more miſtruſtful of the times, did not think either his own. 


power, or even his talents equal to ſuch mighty ſchemes; and wrapping his. 
feet within the quilt of reſignation, he diſapproved of all-thole ambitious views. 
The young man repulſed here, reſolved to try his fortune on his own private ac= 
count; and he exertcd himſelf wich ſo much {kill as well as warmth, that "= 


found means to attach to his -cauſe a number of perſons of all forts in thoſe 


ſouthern countries, and even to eſtabliſh a regular correſ] pondence between him 
elt and the city of Catec, as there were ſeveral Zemindaries and ſeveral Lord- 
ſhips, that bordered on the greſſa, he came and ſettled in thoſe parts; and he found 
means to ingratiate himſelf fo well withthe couriers, merchants, bankers, and 
commanders of thoſe frontiers, that he was daily informed of what was going on at 


Catec. Finding that both the military corps, as well as all the departments 


of the ſtate, and even the young Prince's houſehold, were compoſed moſtly. h 


of natives, he eſtabliſhed a regular correſpondence with them ; and by their 
means ſoon found. out how much the new Government was deteſted, and how. 
much the old ane, and-his own perſon were regretted. All theſe matters having 
been W inveſtigated, and all the concerned ones having been confirm- 


ed in their views by promiſes a and a variety of incentives, he one day inſormed 


e che buſineſs in queſtion would never be brought to perfection, unleſs a 
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way was found to fall upon G8djur-qhan and his troops; or they contrived! 
ſome other method to rid themſelves of them, by riſing ſuddenly upon them, 


as well as upon ſome others that were not of their mind” The hint was ap- 


proved, and one day they raiſed a ſedition ; the people aſſembled every where, 
crying againſt oppreſſion : the tumult grew conſiderable ; and the new Go- 
vernor being awakened from his lethargy, ſent G8djur-qhan, with orders to 
inquire into the ſubject, and to appeaſe the tumult by fair words, if poſſible: 
but the tumult had riſen to an heigth: eries were Heard in every ſtreet; and 


the ſedition blazing out in every place, ſeemed to threaten a revolution. It 


was too late to think of remedying ſuch evils. A general deteſtation of tyran- 


ny, with an indignation univerſal, had pervaded all ranks; and this; nothing 
could equal, but the univerſal defire of returning to their old maſters, and of 
having again Mirza-bakyr. Among the conſpirators, none cut ſo capital a 
figure, as that ſame Sheh-morad, who had ſaved'M8rſh8d-c81y-qhan's fami- 
ly at the very nick of time. F rom a ſimple equerry to Ser-efraz-qhan, he 
Had worked himſelf into ſo much conſideration all over the country, that he 
was now one of the moſt conſiderahle men in the province, and he headed à 
party very inimical to the new government. In ſhort heaven itſelf ſeemed to 
favoriſe the revolution, and this ſeemed to have been differed only by one 
day. For the next morning, as G8djur-qhan was going to the Governor's pa- 
hce, with his ordinary retinue, he was ſet upon by the ſeditious, and torn to pieces 


in the middle of aſtreet. In an inſtant, the ſeditious ſpread a rumour through- 


out the city that Mirza-bakyr was in town. By this time the ſedirion became 


general; aud proper perſons having been diſpatched to that young nobleman, 
who had been always upon the wing, and who poffibly was even within the pro- 
vince, he ſoon made his appearance in the out {Kirts of the city. From thence 


he ſent word to his confederates, that as the gates were in the poſſeſſion of 


dome old ſoldiers of the enemy's, they muſt manage ſo, as to frighten them into 


a furrender of the keys: or if poſſible, fo as to gain them to their party, as this 
2 would 
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« That if they ſet them open direly, quarter would be given them; elſe, if 
« they waited" until Mirza-bakyr ſhould force them o pen, then they might 
depend upon receiving the treatment they deſerved.” The poor people 
ſenſible of their ſmall number, and intimidated by the threats of the multitudes 


that ſurrounded them, paid no attention to-the intreaties and promiſes oftheir 


young maſter, and they opened the gates; aſter which moſt of them mixed 


with the inſurgents. Mirza-bakyr who was at hand, and very active in his 
motions, immediately entered the city, and going to the palace, he ſeized and 
confined Sayd- ahmed- qhan. After which he fat on the latter's Muſnud, re- 
ceived che reſpects of the principal men of che city, ordered his priſoner to 
be cloſe confined to his apartment, and then took poſſeſſion of his treaſures 


and furniture: he likewiſe ſent the priſoner's conſort, children and family into 


confinement at the fortreſs of Bara-baty. Some time before the revolution, 
notice had been taken of the. alteration in the countenance of the new 
troops, as well as of Mirza-bakyr's approach; and the whole, as well as G8d- 
jur-qhan's death, had been imparted to Aal verdi: qhan, who. on the firſt in- 
telligence received, had quitted the city and eneamped in the out ſkirts : from 
whence he was going to depart in haſte, with what troops were at hand, in or- 


der to ſupport his nephew; when a rumour ſpread that he was a priſoner; 


and this intelligence being confirmed by ſpies, it made him ſuſpend his de- 


parture. He had doubts in his mind, and oould not underſtand how ſuch a 
mighty revolution could have been compaſſed without its being ſecretly ſup- 
ported by Nizam-el-mulk, Viceroy of Decan, who poſſibly, might be {till at 
the bottom of this affair. Such an interference rendered the matter of the ut- 
moſt conſequence; and required to be maturely weighed, and vigorouſly pro- 
vided-againſt Being therefore uncertain in his own mind, he held contultas 

N | tions 


would prove FO MEM to the hals of ſeizing Sayd-alimed-qhan' s perſons 
Inſtantly the citizens, and the people about this young man, who were all of 
the complot, ſent” word to the few: muſqueteers that held the gates for him, 


9 


Mirza-bakyr- 


ſerzes the neu 
Governor. 
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tions with his miniſters of ate, and his principal relations, amongſt which laſt 
the young Governor's mother held a very high rank in Aali-verdi-qhan's opi- 
nion, who paid her as much reſpect as if ſhe bad been his on mother. The 
young man was the moſt beloved of her three ſons; and had engroſſed her 
affeRions ſo far, that ſhe bad totally ſer her heart upon him; the Princes 
being joined by her huſband, Hadji-ahmed, {poke much of the revolution, | 
exaggerated. its conſequence, and at laſt ſne intreated the Viceroy to leave 


the government of 8refſa to. Mirza-bakyr, as a compenſation for his releaſing 
bis priſoner, with his whole family.; and they both. contended. that this was the 


beſt party. Aali-verdi-qhan as by no means of ſuch an opinion; he firmly be- 


lieved that to yield to Mirza-bakyr, would affect his honour, and ſhake the 


columns of his power and adminiſtration ; and on the other hand, Muſtepha- 


qhan, who was his principal ccmmander, and a man ſtrongly attached to him, 
was of the ſame opinion, and urged him to-come forth, and to avenge his cauſe 
by main force, and with ſabre in hand. Aali- verdi- qhan having taken ſome 


days to perpend the matter in his own. mind, preferred war to peace, and gave 


his orders accordingly. | 

As there was a ſuſpicion that Mirza-bakyr was under hand ſupported by Ni- 
zam-el-mulk, and the releaſing the young governor was thought a difficult ob- 
je, which enhanced the importance of the expedition, the greateſt efforts were 
made in raiſing and aſſembling troops, and in providing ſtores. The Viceroy 
enjoined to his ancient commanders to aſſemble ſuch corps as were at hand, 
without waiting for thoſe new troops that might be forth coming, in hopes of 
getting ſervice, as they might join by the way. Accordingly Muſtepha-qhan 
was ordered to augment his brigade, to five thouſand horſes; Shimſhir-qhar: 
to three thouſand; Serdar-qhan, to two thouſand; Umer-qhan. to three; Ata- 
ollah- qhan, to two; Haider-c8ly-qhan, Fakir-ollah-beg-qhan, and Mir-djat- 
Fer-qhan, to a thouſand each; Mir-ſherf-eddin, and Shah-mahmed-maaſ80m 


£ five hundred each; and Amanet- qhan of Narnöul, to a thouſand five but- 


M u n CHE = Is 2 Wa 5 


Ared. Mir-cazem- qhan to two hundred; and Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, inſpecter 
of the heavy artillery, to fiye hundred. Fatch-rio the paymaſter, and Che- 
hidun with ſome other Gentoo officers, were ordered to raiſe fifty thouſand 


muſqueteers. all theſe preparatives being made, Aali-verdi-qhan des he 
leave of his brother Hadj-abmed, as well as. of his. conſort : he ſeemed.deep- 


ly affected, and at parting he was heard to ſay: that i be ever returned at-all 


from that exped lion, it ceould be with their fon: elſe, be would never ſhew them 
his face again. He left his eldeſt nephew, Neyaziſh- mahmed-qhan in the ci- 


ty at the head of five thouſand horſe and ten thouſand foot, with orders to 


take care of the government in his abſence; and after having . pyed a favour- 
able moment in the ſtars. He departed. at the head of twenty-thouſand horſe, 
Aali-verdise 


old troops, and he advanced by continual marches, dragging along his light 8 


and heavy artillery. On approaching t the frontier, he Publiſhed that he would 


give one lac of rupees to whoſoever would reſcue his nephew, and bring him 
to camp; and if it ſhould happen to be a commander of a corps, he would, over | 
and above that ſum, preſent each of his men, with two months pay. Such 
mighty preparatives could not long remain ccncealed from Mirza-bakyr: the 
enemy's ſuperior power had intimidate him: he ſeemed to have abated much 


of confidence; and Was at a loſs how to manage. .However, as he Was now. 
thoroughly embarked.in the enterprize, he reſolved to ſtand it out. For this 


purpoſe, he drew out of the city of Catec what forces he could muſter, and 
chuſing a poſt beyond the Maha-nudda, at a {mall diſtance from the city, 
he intrenched himſelf there with his back to the river, whilſt his front was 
ſurounded by his lines and defended, by ſmall and large artillery, bis camp 
and baggage he left at about three or four coſſes behind, together with his pri- 
ſoner. - The latter was in 2 Rutt or four wheeled carriage covered all over 
with a white cloth, which) was s ſurmounted by a net work of ſtrong cord, that b 
embraced the whole coach. Two T8 ranian Moguls were placed with the priſo- 


ere 


ner within the coach, wich orders to fall upon him with theix banane, and put 


3L o 13 | him 
| 5 | 


. 


Bakyr-aali- 
qhan defeated. 
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Hum de dach, e trrrB chr tie fret RE hy Of NG Bd, Fire 
Ende DectHHh troopers Wele cr wife fend Föchüt the backt, with orders, 
the 1 moment t chey hotild fee the enemy draw near, to rum each his fpear through 
the co H, and then fflake tlie belt of his way to cheir 7 main, if they could; 


elſe, they were to prov vide for their O fakery,in what he ſoever they ſoul 


think fit. Nali-Veldi- qlan being fiforried of all theſe particulars, fer a part 
fone truſty '6fficers and troops Whh orders, the momiemt they ſhould per- 
ceive a lüctuätion and a difSiffer in the e ce ; tanks, to run full ſpeed, Wheel 
Tound't their rear, and fall i upon that þ part of the cap Where they Fould f py the 
white coach; ty Which it "would Becöirte elty to reſcue the prilöner. Ha- 


Ving rid To amich, Hefe ſet out hire Alt eki, and by the däwöfthe day, 


Yo! found” inter Aste to th the eher) 8 ifitrenchmefit. This ſiglit ſurpriſed the 


werke rroops, and their f. pirits were Greer at the enemy's RabBers and 
"military * array: : the Sd was ſo great, that tataty afeivcinndnbatts ant? ock. 
ts hal Beek feflt amoneſt therm, than they fell into coifüufion and thought 
| 'caly of faving thethfelves: The enemy einboldered by this trepiddation ruſn- 
d into te . river, Attäcked the intrenchnlent By 1 its rear (and this was covered 
oa vy te rein, Y and Stoke lulto it in löl: the intre cked troops daunted 
at fo üben dart ner, thought! only of tecteating and flying. By "this time 
Maſtepha: qhan and MIr-dhaaffer-qhan, who had been appoitted for reſeiing 
the prifoner, had already advanced on the rear of che enemy, and wete nov 
at halt an Bobr s diftarte fror tlie wiſhed"f6r fpöt: But here Nahrmed adi 


Aan, "Brother of rere ee 6 pafted coin Willrthem, and 


With t evo fticers, called Aftaler- t-qha And D. fe, Both ſors to Omer-qhan 
and a 467 Kn Who to the pooh ten men, reſolved* ts (ares Ganger, 
he ady vanced Tome hundred paces before the reſt; and be was the vety fi itt 


141 0. 4 4 +1 4 211. inne feng 
who b roke nto the cnerny's camp in "feirch ofthe White coach; "this . point- 
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j ed out to him by a young min, whom he found there, an as tiappetiec to 
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tutned directly. "This was no Wer cfervi hs the five hundred aka 


troopers, than they came cloſe to the coach, and OY of them ran his ſpear 
through,and turning abouf, pur ſpurs to his hotſe immediately and fled with all 


his light. Theſe 1 numerous ſpears run through the coach, had no other effect, 
| than that of killing one of the two Moguls, who were ſittiris; with the;priſoner, 


with. oifdets to diſpatch mim, and wounded the other. The wounded man ſeeing | 


no end to the repeated ſtrokes, bd finding chat lpears were endleſsly run 
throogh the coach, ftretched bitnfelf at whole length, and covered his body 
wich the corpſe $f his companion. By one of theſe good licks, for which there 
15 no dceGunting, it happened chat tlie priſonerhimſelf 1 dated likewiſe as low 
is he could, And feceivedl nb hatth at all. At this critical moment thoſe twelve 


hott ative, and cutting throtigh the'ner-work, they lifted up the curtain, 


and were imimediarely recolleted by the priſo ner, wl is Kianked them for their 
timely interpoßtion, and loaded them with encomiuins. Matitned- aamin- qhan 
who thought the moment Precious, juniped An öh bis hoffe, and taking 
the priſoner by whe hand, ke bidHitn mount inſtantly: bur whilſt they were ex- 
chinging a N words with their backs tütned, the wounded Mogul jumped 


out at the SSR te tor; andnimbly Viiitiag: upon the kate; he fled with the 


rapidity'of Iightitin, and "Toon (hal Joitied the Mathateas;/leaving the twelve 


men mich tur peaks ant confoün ed at the HAAS INE Ih The ſurpriſe was 
followed by a peel of Hughter, and event by thefenfe ofadmitation at tlie man's 
preſetice of mind. Erowever as anther hotſe Was wanting, 'Dilir-qhan aligh- 
ter, anch made che priſoner mount; antl as the Bengal detachment was now in 
fight, Mir-chaffer puſhed forward; and having been reconnoitred hy Mahtmed- 
amin (han alill his troops, theyfaicired-hitn, on che recovery of ds Kinſman 
and brought him to the coach. That General ao ſooner fixed the priſoner, 


than de alighitecd instantly, niadde che priſoner mount on the elephant, and 


motinted himſelf behind to protect his, perſon, It was thus that by a ſingular- 
diſpenſation of 9 4 . devoted to death long 805 5 and which waited: 
wy 
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only for the fatal W N is the next hour ſeated on an elephant, carried in pomp 


and ceremony, viewed with awe and admiration, and held up as a lord over 
mankind. People who came to hear of ſo ſtrange a dilivery, thronged in ſhoals 
to have only a ſight of him, and asſoonas they could deſcry him from afar, they 
would incline their heads to the ground i in token of reſpect; and kiſstheir thumbs 


to ex preſs their wonder and attachment. Admirable are thine ways, Oh Almigh- 


ty Lord, owner of all the kingdoms onearth (10)! hebe Moros dominion on hom 
he pleafes, takes it from whom he pleaſes; raiſes to hoxour whom he ehooſes, and 
gdepreſſes to the ground whom he chooſes. Everyone 1s in his hand; and truly his pory 
er is capable of every thing. Inſtantly ſome ſwift horſemen were diſpatched to 
Aali-verdi-qhan with the tidings that his beloved grandſon was ſafe; and the 


| young man making his appearance a few moments after, alighted and made 
a profound bow to his grand father and uncle. The Viceroy on his drawing 


nearer, drew him to his boſom, embraced him tenderly but in filence, and he 
filled brimful the meaſure of his wiſhes, by keeping the youth for ſome minutes 
cloſe to his bredſt ; after which giving reinsto his ſatisſaction, he ordered his tent 
to be pitched on that very C pot, commanded the military muſicto ſtrike-up, and 
ſent the young Prince to the bath, where hewas to be dreſſed in aclean apparel. 
As ſoon as heſaw him come out of that place, he got him dreſſed in a prince- 
ly Qhilaat, and after adorning his perſon with a variety of jewels of immenſe 
| value, {uch as a Serpich, a Djica, a Calghi, and a Chaplet of large pearls, he 
took him by the hand, conducted him to the Meſned of command and domi- 
nion, made him fit theron, and ordered the principal perſons of his court and 
army to offer him their Nuzurs, and to pay him their homages, This ce- 
remony having produced a large ſum of money, the whole of it was diftributed 
to a number of needy perſons, who were requeſted to look upon it as a charity 


of good omen; and as ſoon as they were retired, ſome accommodations and 


— 
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| (to) Sentence of the Cn in Arabic. The kiſſing of the thumb is not a cuſtom of Indian origin : it has been 


imported by the Mahometans of Arabia, Who kits their thumbs of the Noon · day pray ers on Friday, when appre- 
cations are pronounced for Mohammed. 


| Carpets 


cipes were Aras for thoſe preſent ; and all joined in ei: up a.thankf- 


giving prayer for ſo ſignal à delivery. Immediately a number of Carriages 


were diſpatched under a ſtrong eſcorte to Bara-bati, for bringing from thence 


the young Prince's conſort, with his children and family but this, however, 


could not be effected without much difficulty. Lhe-garriſon left in that for- 


teres by Mirza- bakyr was divided in two parties: thoſe that had ill uſed, 


and-even inſulted their priſoners , and feared a return in kind from the Con- 


querors, Weid for keeping their gates ſhut up; thoſe on the contrary, who had 


uſed/ them kindly, were for ſetting them open, in hopes of being rewarded on 


both accounts. This party however prevailed at laſt: the gates were ſet o- 
pen, and che priſoners delivered to che eſcorte. Theſe were tlie young Prin- 
ce's Conſort, with his family and dependants; and theſe being put upon veiled car- 
riages, were brought to the camp of the victorious, where a ſet of convenable 
tents had been pitched within an encloſure for their uſe : and it was then that 
thoſe parched hearts that had wandered ſo long ſobed in the dreary deſert 
of abſence, and, the wilderneſs of ſeparation, quenched their thirſt by gulping 


down in long draughts the cooling ſherbet of a completion of wiſnes. A fem 


days after the Viceroy preſented lis nephew with ſuch articles as he ſtood in 
need of, and were necęſſary to a perſon of his exalted rank, ſuch as Elephants 
and horſes; arms and accoutrements ſaddles and trappings; a wardrobe com- 
plete 3 a ſet of jewels ol xatious ſorts; and a great number of other convenien- 


eies ; and when he ſam him conyenably equipped, le diſinifſed him with adeal 


of diſtinction, wiſhing, him a happy journey to M8rſh8dabad; where he 


was to pay his reſpects, to his parents, to,overwhelm.their hearts with a flood 
of ; oy; and above all to, reſcue from che pangs of leparation and the agonies of 


of deep-felt woe, adiſconſolate i mother vo ſince bis captivity had abſtained from 
the light of the day, and had reckoned herſelf as one in the grave. The un 


fortunate Princeſs did not know as yet, that providence, i In compaſſion to her 
Dees; e had by Ways: of her own, brought about an opportunity of lighting 
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the taper of oontent and joy io the wick of his long withedarrival-;-and-to ill. 
minate by the heams of his preſence, that night of clarkneſs that had ſurrounded 
her exiſtence. As ſbon as the young prince vas departed, he was followed hy 


part of the arary and by the Viceroy's heavy baggage, who thought proper to 


tarry in che country with a body f five thouſand haiſe, and his beſt. officers, 
bis intention being to-ſee the country intirely quieted, and it a revenues and fi. 


nances upon a. proper footing. As ſoon as this end was obtained, he conferred 


the Lieutenancy of the country on an aſſicer of diſtinction, called Moqbless. 


aali-qhan, whom he appointed deputy to the young Prince, gave him a body 


of troops, and tock his. departure for Bengal. However, a few. days after, he 
altered his mind; and on the recommendation of Muſtepha · qhan, an Afghan 
general, for whom he had the higheſt regard, he recalled the deputy of his own 
nomination, and gave his office to Sheh-mahmed-maas$m of Panipst, a friend 
of tho Viceroyꝰs and a commander of eminence, who-bore a great chatacter for 
both va lor and conduct: the new Deputy- governor followed for ſome days 
the Viceroy in his journey to receive his inſtructions, and alſo his Qhbylaat of 
inveſtiture; and as ſoon as this end was accompliſhed, he returned to Catec 
with ſuch a body of veteran troops, as were thought adequate to his exigencies. 
The Viceroy after having diſmiſſed this commander with diſtinction and honor, 
continued his journey, ſhortening his diſtance every day. He had with him 
his conſort, with his grand-ſon and nephew Mirza-mehmed, ſince Seradj- 
ed - dögla; and he turned his journey into a continual ſporting, ſhooting 
and hunting, being exceedingly fond of that amuſement. 8 
WÜIIIs᷑ Aali- verdi - qhan was occupied in conquering the p reſſa, and in reſcu- 
inghis Grand / ſon and nephew from the bonds of captivity, Zin- ed - din · hmed- 
han his other Grand- ſon and nephew, Viceroy of Azimabad, was undertaking 
an expedition againſt thoſe reſtleſs refractory inhabitants of the Bodjp8r, in 
the province of Shah-abad, where Radja-Gorut-fing, and Babs -adyent-{ing, 
do | powerful Zemindars or Princes, had been committing this long while the 
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molk enornaus exceſſes, acting entirely, as if they had been independent, 


So much guilt, and ſo much contempt of auiberity deſerved: io be chaſtiſed in 


an examplary manner. But as my honored father, the iluſtribus and vaillant He- 
death had great poſſefions in that country ʒ and theſe;as well as his 


bigh character, added io che authority which always attends a command of 


long ſtanding, had given him a victotious way. in that Pamance it Was ex- 


pected that he would not fail to cut an eminent figure in chat expedition 3 
but it was for theſe very advantages he had become an eye Gen to. Chintamen- 
das, ancient Divan and ſervant of che young Viceroy: a Gentoo whaſe pride was: 
voundded beſides by the high influence which that nobleman had likewiſe acqui 
red over the whole army as well as over the young Viceroy, i in virtue. of his of | 
fice of Pay · maſter- general (Major- general) of the forces. So many advantages, 
and ſo much luſtre in a ſingle man, was what the cankered heart of the Gen» 


too could nat” bear; and he made uſe of his aſcendant over his maſter's. | 


mind, to thwart my father's views of illuſtration and fame, and to bring him 
under che laſh of ſome well managed mortification. As he had his maſter's 
car at command, he gave bim to undlerſtand ** That Seyd-hedaiẽt - aali· qhan 
« was fo much reſpected by all the Zemindars of that country, and likewiſe 
« ſo much conſidered hy his maſter, that theſe people had very naturally tur- 
© ned the eye of hope towards that nobleman ; and chat the latter having from 
a length of time connections with them, he would to all appearance be- 
© come a powerful interceſſor in their behalf, ſo ſoon as he ſhould ſee them, in 
** ſome danger: in which caſe his highneſs would find, that after ſpending a, 
deal of money, and undergoing much bodily labour, in a campaign likely 


to be very fatiguing, he would be obliged to grant thoſe people a full par- 


don, and to reinſtate them in their poſſeſſions, without reaping any other 


„ fruit from all his toiling but a few conceſſions on their part, and ſome ; 

< barren ſubmiſſions. That ſuch would prove the end of his campaign, no 

* man in lis ſenſes would deny, ho knew that how ready ſoever Zemindars 
„might 
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„ miglit be to-ſhake the yoke-and/to affame an independance ontheflight.': 
it was a ſtandirig rule vieh chem to ſabmit on the lighteſt reverſe wic 
<< they experienced, and to ſpend rather immenſe ſums to procure a protec. 
c tor, can to· pay to their maſter Aa ſinall ſum as his due: it is then expedi- 
6 ent, added he; that Hedaiet-aak-qhan, who certainly ſhall interfere, were 
ct it but to raiſe His eater ; and to 'whoſe ſolicitations you ſhall not be 
&« willing to reſiſt, mold take his refidence at ſome greater diſtance from you; 


and this you may eakly compaſs, by making uſe of ſoft expreſſions.” 'Such 


inſinuations operated” their full effect on the young Viceroy 3. mind; and as 


ke had already thotghits of ſending that nobleman into the country of Nar- 


ut nd, to accuſtom thoſe people to order, and to inſure the revenue, be 
fequelted } his repairing chither, as ſoon as poſſible ; and he inveſted him for 
chat f purpoſe with full command. He added, © That as Kis mind was not ea. 

1 ly on thoſe diftrits, as vel ds that of Mug, where Radja Sunder-ſing, 


cc powerful Zemindar, was poſſeſſed of a great extent of ground at the * | 


cc of the Hills, and had but too many connections with the p powers on the o- 


«© ther fide of that chain; he wiſhed to have there a perſon of character and 
cc abilities, accuſtomed to manage Zemindars: that he requeſted therefore 
as his repairing to that command. immediately, and his keeping ea watchful 
6e eye on that ſpot, as this would' prove the only expedient for eaſing his 


by mind, and letting him depart ſatisfied on his own expedition about Shah- 


„ abad and Rhotaſs. But that as on the other hand, his abſence-would cauſe 
" many inconveniencies to him, he had*contrived to leſſen them ,by requeſting 


« that mean while his younger brother, Mehdi-neſvir-qhan cg exerciſe, 


3 deputy to his elder, his office of Pay- maſter- general of the army. Such 


a ſpeech from a maſter and lord implied a full command; and Hedaict- 


aali-qhan, although fully appriſed from ' whence came the- ſhaft, ſmiled 
conſent, and appointed his younger brother to act as Ins deputy i in his ab- 


ſence; after which he departed to the ſpot allotted to. his care. Mean while 


* * 
/ | 
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the Governor hav ing | ſer out on his expedition with a. good army and a train 


of artillery, ſoon found means to humble entirely the refractory Zemindars of 


that country, who really deſerved all the ruin that befel them. Few of the 
merchants of that diſtri, few of its inhabitants, had not felt their exactions; 
and hardly any traveller could venture to paſs chrough their lands, without being 
ſtriped, and in caſe of reſiſtence, murdered. It would require a volume to e- 
numerate the many violences, and the many exortions they were perpetually 
putting in practice againſt all mankind. At laſt after two engagements that 
coſt mnch blood, and two fieges that conſumed much time, the refractory 
Zemindars were driven from their ſtrong holds, their caſtles and habitations 
were deſtroyed, and the country was freed from their incurſions and eternal 
violences. The young Viceroy having rid himſelf of theſe troubleſome op- 
preſſors, turned his views towards quietting the country, tranquiliſing the 
minds of the huſbandmen, eſtabliſhing a revenue. and reſuſciting the finan- 
ces. 

Tax sz had been fhis long while entirely governed by an officer of conſe- 


quence, called Roſhen- qhan-terahi, an Afghan, who bore a character amongſt 
his countrymen: for valour and conduct, and had acquired a great renown in 


the contignous provinces of Ilah- abad and Azim- abad, where he had great 
connections with all their Zemindars; being a complete maſter of the art of 
always ſeeming to be of their opinion, and of uniting with them, whenever 
he could not ſubdue them by main force. This man had objections to the 
extirpation of the Zemindars of Shah-abad, on his own private account; and 
he thought ĩt inexpedient beſides, and dangerous, if not impoſſible; as to their 
unbounded influence in their own extenſive poſſeſſions, they joined conncc- 
tions of long ſtanding with the independant Zemindars and Princes on the 
other ſide a the mountainous country: He therefore made {ſeveral viſits to 
the young Viceroy, to whom he urged ſtrong. repreſentations on the ſubject: 

he enlarged upon the many inconveniencies that would attend the expedition, 
0 3 N 5 | or 


$acceſsfu) ex- 
pedition of the 
young Viceroy 
of Azimabad, a- 
gainſt the Ze- 
mindars of Shak» 
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letters and meſſages were perpetually paſſing and repaſſing betweenthe Zemin- 


ming the more ſenſible, as the repreſentations became more importunate, his 


Tre a4CEe HH: 


or neceſſarily reſult from it; and made it a requeſt that a full pardon ſhould 
be granted them, and that they might be reinſtated in theirprincipalities. The 
requeſt was not of a nature to be ſuddenly granted ; che more ſo, as mean while 


dars and him. But independently of chat, his requeſts were urged with ſo much 
forwardneſs, and uttered with ſucha tone of voice, as could not hut give offencc 
to a young man naturally haughty and imperious, both from actual poſſeſſion o 


power, and from a conſciouſneſs of adequate abilities. His diſpleaſure beco- 


ſenſe of them was ſoon perceived by ſome others who took care to envenom 
matters. One day the dialogue between the Viceroy and the Afghan becom- 
ing much warmer than uſual, the Afghan who looked only on the Viceroy's 
years, without ſtreching his apprehenſion further, made uſe of ſuch expreſſions | 
as the other neither could nor would bear. The man accuſtomed to live in the 
country, had the ruſtic boldneſs to expreſs himſelf in theſe very terms: 70 
are yet a child, and have not ſeen the world; nor have you any idea of the revolutions 
ſo common in it; nor do you yet knot of all the difference between day and night, 
Believe me: liſten to my requeſts to-day : elſe,a time may come wohen. you SPall Wiſh 10 
have done it. Such expreſſions, delivered with fo much ruſticity and freedom, 
could not but ſhock the Viceroy; his very independence took the alarm: 
and he reſolved to make an example of that ferocious inſolent man. For 


that oo he made uſeof an officer who had always commanded with ho- 
r: and this was Mir-codret-ollah, fon to Shah- ſhukur-ollah, the Cadyri 


rt and to him he joined another reſolute man, Hafſen-beg, who had been 


Rechen. quer aa Governor of the caſtle of Mongher. The opportunity ſoon preſented itſelf: 


Afghan of im- 


derel. te Afghan having come in the evening to pay his court to the Viceroy, and 


waiting with ſome impatience, the moment of bis appearing in che tent of au- 
ae he 95 wen e 1 oy thoſe two nen, 'who 3 n in 


TY 
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his fa.) but was overthrown at once; and i it was in a that fituation he plunged 


at one dip into endleſs eternity. 


Ir was in that expedition that the Viceroy, after exhibiting himſelf 1085 | 


of valour and conduct, thought proper to remember my paternal uncle, Meh- 


di- nefſar-qhan, who had rendered confiderable ſervices in it, and had ſo 


much recommended himſelf to his notice, that with the conſent of my father 


he Was inveſted wich the high office of Pay-maſter general of the forces. 


Fa Not content with giving him that inveſture with che uſual ceremonies of a 


Qkplaat, or dreſs of honor, an elephant, a ſabre, a horſe, and ſome other pre- 


ſents, he took care to diſtinguiſh him by the richneſs and elegance of the 


dreſs, to which he added, in full audience, a requeſt 10 live with him as his 
friend, and to be of his family. The offer was received with becoming reſpect; 

and he was henceforward treated with a conſideration which ſoon diſtinguiſh- 

ed bim from all his friends. And indeed he richly deſerved that diſtinction; 
and ſhould we attempt to dwell on the encomiums due to that honored un- 
cle of mine, we would {well this work by a whole ſection; and our attention, 
racan while might i incur the reproach of a family partiality,. or of ſome other 
intereſted motives. Although 2 reſolute ſoldier, he was remarkable for the 
modeſty. of his department; and although little inclined to aſk a favour, he 


made it a point to ſupport not only his friends, but alſo bis countrymen and re- 


lations, for whom he always approved himſelf equally grateful and zealous. 


Nothing could equal his generofity and munificence, but his readineſs to do a 


good office, unaſked. On che other hand, the purity of his private life, and 


che decency'gt his public conduct, as well as his fidelity to his word, and his 


liberality to his friends, could be equalled by nothing,bur his bravery and his, 


military talents. To fo many endearing qualifications, he added a facility of 
utterance, and a flow of elegant expreſſion which commanded attention, and 
captivated every heart, and although remarkably alive on the point of honor in 
bis public conduct, in his private life he. was as remarkable for patience. and 


forbearance.. . 
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fotbearance. May God e 5 mercy and forgiveneſs pb upon him for 


ever! 


Ws have left my honored father employed in Fibduing the Princes of the 


hilly country. As he ſought to raiſe his character and to acquire a n, 


the Radja of Ramgur became of coutſe the object of his attention, chis Rad. 
ja was the moſt powerful Gentoo Zemindar of the hills; and ſo confiderabje 
end warlike, that the Viceroys of the province had hardly any controul over 
him. He was Joined i in that deſign by Radja Sunder-ſing, and by Radja Dia. 


Zemindars of Sereſſ- cotombah, and Shirgäoti. My father ſupported by ſuch a 


confederacy laid ſiege to the fortreſs of Ramęur, and at laſt took it : after which he 


advanced ſome 3 Journies more into the hilly country; and after having ſets] 


ir, he was taking ſome reſt from the fatigues of that expedition: when on 3 
ſudden, intelligence was brought by ſome truſty perſons, that Ragodjihoſla 
pandet (5), had ſent his ow n Pardhan at che head of forty thouſand 10 5 

to conquer Bengal; and that in a few days they would paſs cloſe to him 
through the halls in their way to that Country. This intelligence, ſuch as it 
ſeemed to be, was with a {crupulous exactitude tranſmitted to the Governor 


General of Bahar, who forwarded it with letters of his own to Aali verdi- 


- Ghan, this Prince not truſting the intelligencer, payed little attention to the lei- 


ter; and he anſwered his nephew, by deſiring him to be eaſy in his mind, and 
to apply himſelf to his buſineſs; adding, that whenever the Marhattas ſhould 
make their appearance, cars would be taken to give them a good reception. This 
anſwer of the Viceroy's having been forwarded to my forgi ren father, he held 
codfillcacions with his friends, as the forces he had with him were by no means 


equal to the taſk of barring the paſſage to ſuch invaders : they all adviſed him 


2 — 


(5) Rbage-dfi-bb Na was prince ſovercign of the Barar, a country of a large extent, South-weſt of Bengal, but 
ir datory of the Marhatta empire. Pandet, which in Decan ſignifies, clerk, writer, or learned man, is 2 title 
;#bich thoſe Princes join to their names; aud ard due probably ſignifies general in the Marhatta language. 


fo 


”\ 


Kiſhen- ray,both Zemindars of the Palamow country, as well as by ſome other | ; 


/ 
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vo gut che tilty country ; and he accordir TY aka and encumpel. at cthe | 
ſoot of that cha: n. In a few days the Marhattas ruſhed through i it, and turn 
ing rowards Pachüet and Mohor-bendj, they fell upon the Midnipsr coun- 
"i before any intelligence had reached Bengal of their approach. The Vi. 
ceroy at that time was advancing towards MBrſh8dabad with about five or 
x thouſand men ; ſpending his time in hunting g, ſporting and fect: 17 the coun- 
try; and he had reached that day an excellent ſpot near MidnipSor; when 
one of the crown - collectors of thoſe parts, a man of truſt and much ſenſe, ha- 

ving requeſted to be introduced, gave him notice that the Marhattas were not 
at twenty coſſes from thence : that Baha-ſukur pandet, at the head of money 
. T6 thouſand horſe, was advancing rapidly; and chat to-morrow in the evening, 
« orthe day aſter at day-break, he would probably be at the very ſ pot. He 
cc a ded, chat, the intelligence being ſo important, he had quitted his poſt to 
ce being it himſelf.” The Viceroy happened to be then at nis noon prayers: 
without being intimidated by the ſmallnets of his own numbers, without be- 
taying the leaſt trepidation, without ſeeming to be much affected, he was heard 
to aft dite intelligencer by theſe very words: ce re here are thoſe infidels , 
© and where is the ſpot where I could not chaſtiſe them ? this ſingular circumſtance 
of the Viceroy's intrepidity, is what I hold from the very man who gave the 
irn , and who even then could Not help ex preſſing his amazement at 
fo undilmay: [ed a Geldes: and he uſed to add, that he could not diſcover in 
lis looks the leaſt perturbation, nor the leaſt alteration in his complexion or ſea- 
tures: an inſtance of fearleſoneſs, chat even then excited his amazement after | 
fo much lapſe of time. The particulars of this invaſion are as follows : Rag- 1 
6:)i-bhofla was a Prince nearly related to the Radia Sahg, and one cf the 
moſt renipaned commanders in the Marhatta empire, where he poſ.eſſ d the 
country of Barar, of which the orcat-Naigp8r is the capital: this Prince either | 
uit gated by Nizam-el mulk, or prompted by what he knew of the weakneſs 
| 0. che empire, undertook to make an irruption into the King Sdom of Bengal. 


_— .* His 
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His veiws were cork I a conqueſt of it, or at leaſt to eſtabliſh in it con. 
tributions to the full amount of tne Chögt, chat is, one quarter of the revenues, 
An odious yoke: that had become eſtabliſhed 3 in many. countries of Hindoſtan 
and Decan, but from which Bengal had yet remained entirely free. For this 


| purpoſe he made choice of his own prime miniſter, Bha-(ukur-pandet;and gave 


him the command of an army of twenty-fivethouſand: horſe, which renommeę 


had ſvelled to forty-thouſand; and that army had paſſed with eaſe through 
the mountainous country and difficult paſſes, which like ſo many gates, ſhut up 


the entrance of Bengal, but where, as we have already obſerved, no body had 
thought of oppoſing their paſſage. For this general having been diſappointed 


in looking out for a convenient paſſage through the mountains of Sreſſa, ha 


turned to his left, and ſought one through thoſe vallies that ſtretch at eight 


days journey to the weſt of M8rſh8dabad. This intelligence was brought to Aa- 


li- verdi-qhan, whilſt he was encamped at about Sahcra, being cloſe to a ſpot 


called the fortunate ſtage ; and there he was told fot certain that che Marhbaltas 


had already paſſed through the vallies of Pachiet, and were going to fall on the 


Bardvan. It was difficult to be more un- provided than he was againſt fo un- 
expected an irruption: As he had already given orders for diſbanding part of 
his army, and great part of the diſbanded forces, as well as many other troops, 


were gone to M8:rfh8dabad on the aſſurance that the expedition was at an end, 


and chat all was peace; it happened that at the moment the intelligence 


Was aſcercained, he was found to have no more than three or four 


thouſand. horſe, and about five thouſand muſque teers about his pe- 


ſon. Inſtantly he teck the reſolut on of advancing in to the Bargevan, 
à country. for populouſneſs and plenty of proviſions, ſuperior to molt 
in Bengal; his 1 intention being to encamp with bis back. to this capital, and 
his front to the enemies. Full of this notion, he quitted the Mubarec-men- 


zl, or the Coat ſtage, and the ſecond day he arcived on this fide of 


of the cuy of Bardev * whilſt che Marhattas were arrived on the other; to 
Which 
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which hip PR fire directly, ſo that the greateſt part of it was contumed. Here 
ſome ſkirmiſhes happened between the two armies, and each party in the even- 
ing returned to its camp. Bha · ſukur finding by the countenance of the enemy, 
and by the daringneſs of their General, that he had not been miſinformed as 
to the bravery of his troops, and the perſonal conduct and valor of their Lord, 
he conceived chat it would be better to get ſomething from him without fighting, 
han to put every thing to mehazard of a battle; and he had thoughts of returning 
back to his country, after having ſecured his honour by that contribunics. He 
therefore ſen the enemy word that as the Marhattas had come from afar, and were 
ec * fatigued and jaded with their long marches, chey would be glad to return to their 
on country, if he would but preſent them with ſo much as ten lacs: which ſmall 
« « fam would be juſt enough to entertain them as his gueſts. This propoſal was 
tar from producing the deſired effect: the Viceroy found his honour wounded 
by it; and it ſhocked Muſtepha-qhan likewiſe, who was always for fighting 
and killing, as the only way in which he knew how to ſupport a character, and 
the only one which could raiſe the importance of the military in general, and 
his own in particular. The Viceroy conſcious of perſonal abilities and valor, and in- 
tizated alſo by his general, rejected the propoſal with difdain;and he bid the ene- 
| my advance, if they dared. Thisanſwerhaving animated both parties, both parties 
for ſome days fell a ſkirmiſhing; but as ſuch ſmall engagements did not ſuit 
Aali-verdi-ghan's temper or intereſts, he reſoly ed to leave his baggage, ſuch as 
carts, wheel carriages, large tents and other ſuch articles, in his camp, and 
with his traops thus difincumbered to ruſh upon the Marhatta horſe and try 
what they could do ina day of battle. At day- break he mounted, aſter hav ing g pub- 


liſhed under ſergre penalties, that no one of the Camp-followers or of the baggage-- 


men ſhould preſume.to mingle with the troops on their march; but injunctions 


availed nothing apd hardly were the troops marched,when the camp-followers | 


afraid of the enemy flung themſelves amon gt the troops and encumbered them 


exceedingly, This was the opportunity waich the enemy wiſhed: * 


the 
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"the Marhattas made cheir appearance on all ſides and attacked every where; 
but the Bengal army ſtanding their ground, the buſineſs of Killing and 


wounding went on briſkly, and brave actions were performed on both ſides. In 
this conflict Muſaheb qhan, eldeſt ſon to Umer-qlian was ſurrounded and ſlain, 


This was a young man who Joined to the bravery of his family, an heroical . 


els of his own; he was already an officer of renown and character, and warme 


20 ſignilize himſelf i in chat trying day; but having advanced too far through 


| the thickeſt of the enemy, he ſuccombed under repeated wounds, and fell 


ſpeechleſs, after having performed actions worthy of himſelf. Still the army was 


Laining ground on the encmy, when the day commencing to decline towards 


the evening che Viceroy who conccived his rear to be covered by Muſtepha-qhan 


and Shinzſher qhan, and SerCar-ghan with their onde oblerx ed wich ſarprile 
that they lagged behind. As ſuch a Lehaviour was ſo very different from t! cir 
uſual conduct, he conch: 0 ed chat they muſt be diſſatisfied with him; and from 


that moment he ſuſpected that che battle was going to put on a ſtrange appear: 


ance; but as he was alrcady bar fem Eis own camp, and full farther from i the 


Mathatta main, and right was coming on, he percieved that he could not for 
want of followers, either fall upon the enemy's camp, norindecd recoverhis own, 
Senſible of his impotence, but not Ciſmayed, he ſtopped where he was; and 
it proved to be a bad ſpot, conſiſting of {liff clay, that had been rendered mis 
by a prececUing rain: ſo that there was no fixing one's foot any where, and un- 


fortunately no conveniency was at hand, but three or four Palekies, and a ſmall 


5 tent which was immediately pitched upon a higher plat of ground: it was at about 


ſix or ſeven Coſſes from Bard van. That day che whole baggage with all the 
riches it contained, was ſeized and plundered by the Marhattas, who cut 
or wounde] every one of the laggers ; nor did any eſcape the maſtacre : 
but ſuch as found means to abſcond in the neighbouring fields. As for the 


troops that remained yet with him, aſter the defection of the Afohans, they 


n ere ſurrounded in every direction by the Marhatta horſe, who continuded re- 


peated 
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peatedly their attacks, until the duſk. of the evening; at which time the 
two parties remained where they were. That night the people about the 
Viceroy were in ſuch a confuſion and the cries of the diſtreffed were 


ſo confuſed and afflicting, that theſe ſcenes feemed to give an image of 
the day of judgment ; as for Muſtepha-qhan, Shimſhir-qhan, Serdar-qhan, 


and all the other Afghan commanders, they ſeemed to herd together more 
than uſual, had retired by themſelves with down caſt looks, and had 


ſhewn in theſe repeated engagements very little inclination to expoſe their 
perſons or even to run any riſk at all. The truth is, that they had ſeveral rea- 
ſons for being diſcontented, and ſeemed evidently to hold Councils amongſt 
themſelves. The principal of their ſubjeRs of diſcontent was this, that the le- 
vies made for the laſt two or three expeditions, had been diſbanded as ſoon as 
the expedition, however ſhort, had been over : an iniquitous practice that ruin- 
ed many commanders, diſcouraged every officer, and diſcontented the whole 
army : forit is obſervable that in the laſt expedition, which ended by deliver- 
ing the governor of B8refſa from confinemen:, Muſtepha-qhan had repreſented, 
'** that his highneſs had already more than once ordered new levies to be made 
e under mighty promiſes, and ſo ſoon as the time of danger was over, had ſud- 
e denly diſmiſſed them again without the leaſt regard to the wrong done to ſo 
« manydeſerving officers, as well as to their men ; and ke added.onenly that 
as he ſpoke not oniy for himſelf, but alſo for others, he requeſted that at 
© this time no infraRion of agreement, nor breach of promiſe ſhould take 
« place.” Such a heavy complaint at the beginning of ſuch a campaign had 
appeared ominous; Auli-verdi-qhan had thought it expedient to ſtop their 
murmurs,and to regain Muſtepha-qhan's good will, as well as that of the 1 
by giving him his word that the ſubject of their complaint would not happen a- 
gain; and nevertheleſs, ſo ſoon as the laſt expedition to Catec had been over, and 
theyoung gore ernor wasrelcued from his danger, all the new levies had been diſ- 


banded to a man: a proceeding which did not fail to break the hearts of the 
32 | 3 


* 


411 


— — —— 


1 


vhole army, and highly diſcontented Muſtepha-qhan and all che Afghans. Nor 
can it be denyed, but that ſuch a duplicity of behaviour, and ſuch a glaring 
breach of promiſe, highly diſparaged the Viceroy's character, and ſhockingly 
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"tarniſhed the luſtre of all his good qualities; nothing being uglier in a man of 
command, than to ſophiſticate his word; FS) nothing more dangerous in 
a ſovereign, than to let it tranſ pire that there is no truth and no fidelity in his 

promiſes. An attachment to his word, will at all times gain the hearts of his 


dependants, and even of all mankind ; will enforce his authority, and inſpire 


the world with a reſpectful awe for his perſon. . But this breach of promiſe in 


the Viceroy,odious as it was, was not the only grievance of which the Atghans 


had to complain; they alſo complained of the death of the Afghan commander 
Roſhen-qhan, who for a very unadequate miſdemeanour of his had been pre- 
cipitately put to death by the young Viceroy of Azimabad: Although he was 
a military commander of eminence, and a Fodjar or military ruler of the pro- 
vince of Shah - abad, and of the whole country of Bodjp8r. So unjuſt, ſo haſty 
an execution, had been reſented by all the Afghans in the ſervice ; and the gene- 
ral cry had been, that it was an ugly action that needed no commentary. But 
as if all theſe ſubjects of diſcontent had not ſafficiently operated on their minds, 
the Viceroy had added another of late, which gave general offence, and in par- 
ticular funk deep in Muſtepha-qhan's mind. It was this ; as the army in its 
late expidition to  Sre{lz, was paſſing through the poſſeſſions of the Radja of 
Mohur-bundj, it had been exceedingly harraſſed by that Prince, who had vow- 
ed a perſonal attachment to Mirza-bakyr, and ſeemed ambitious to give prooſi 
ol it at this particular conjuncture. e had even been guilty they 5 of ſome 
exceſſes. * conduct ſo characteriſed could not fail to render him an obſect 
of wrath for the Viceroy, who on his fide reſolved to make an exam ple of him 
on his return from the expedition. The Radja ſenſible now of his danger, had 
thrown himſelf into the arms of Muſtepha-qhan, who interceded vigorout- 
ly for him : Bul chis interceſſion of his had been taken ſo ill, that it had eren 
Fen A | produced 
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produced ſome very ſevere looks, with a ſevere reprimand. A few mo- 


ments after. an order was given to Mir-djaafer to diſpatch the man, the 


moment he ſhould make his appearance in the hall of the audience : for 
the Radja finding his application to the general had produced nothing but 
farther tokens of wrath, had reſolved to riſk a viſit on his own bottom; and 
he came without a ſafe conduct. But the hall being already taken poſſeſſion 
of by Mir - djaafer- qhan, who filled it with armed men, the Gentoo no 
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ſooner made his appearance, than he was ſet upon inſtantly; and hacked to 
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pieces; whilſt all his attendants were ſought out and knocked down; as if it 
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had been a hunting match. After this execution, his country had been tho- 
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roughly plundered and ſacked to the great regret of the General, who conceived 


his honour deeply wounded in this whole management. All theſe tranſactions An the Afghans 


in the army in- 


having taken place a few days before the arrival of the Marhattas, had diſ- CES 20s. 


contented not only the General himſelf, but every one of the Afghan com- 
manders, who,as well as their ſoldiers, looked out for a favorable moment for 
quitting the ſervice, nor did they make any ſecret of their intentions; ſo that 
the Viceroy was ſoon informed of it, and he now accounted for their back- 
wardneſs in the late engagements. He was appaled and confounded by ſuch 
a general air of defection at ſo dangerous a crifis : the General was not only 
his beſt friend, but alſo the boldeſt and moſt forward of his commanders ; 

and his perſonal influence ov er all his countrymen, (which conſtituted one 
full half of his tro>ps) was boundleſs.” Such a general diſcontent was not of 


2 nature to be remedied ſaddenly or with als; 2; and his ſituation was become 


o critical;thathe was now pent-up within a narrow circle from whence there was 


no coming out without being hacked toqpieces by the enemy, Leg to which 
there was no coming near with any thing like viduals or proviſions. Be- 
come now fully ſenſible of the extreme danger of his ſituation, he reſolved to 


leave no means untried for extricating himſelf ; and firſt of all he ſent under 


hand to the Marhatta camp,an officer of cliaracter, called Mir-qhair-ollah-qhan 
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who was himſelf a Decani or born in Decan, and now enjoyed che office or 
Pay- maſter to the Radja of Burdevan's forces . He was entruſted, as from tlie 


| Radja himſelf, with a meſſage which adviſed che Marhatta General to give 


his preference to ways of pacification. This was Bha-ſukur the Pandet, who 
halj it plundered. the whole baggage of the Bengal army, and of courſe 
knew al the extremeties to which it muſt have been reduced: he received 
th: m:Taze with much indifference, and he anſwered in theſe words: 7.7 
your maſter from me; that the Viceroy of Bengal is now. ripped totally of his ba. 


gage, and totally fc wrrounded by. my troops; nor is there a poſſivility of his eſc caping, 
How then can you talk of a treaty and agreement? till, as he is one of the. great. 
et ſovereigns of Iudia, I conſeut to ſpare bim for the ſake of his flation: but let 
bi, n pay dozon one corror direct, aud ſ rrender all his elephants; and then we ſhall 
open all our ranks, and allozo him. to purſue bis journey io his capital. Such 2 


meſſige was highly diſgraceful; but the Viceroy's circumſtances were full ag 


critical. Out of about three hundred five thouſand, horſe that remained to 


him from the lat engagement, moſt of them, on finding to what extremities 


be. was reduced, were inclined to deſert to the enemy, or at leaſt to come to 


ſom? terms with him; and it was after receiving ſuch an intelligence, that the 


enemy's anſwer came to hand. It was in the preſence of Djankiram, a man 


of merit, who kept the accounts of the army, fizured amongſt the traſtieſt and 


moſt zealous of the Viceroy's friends, and ated as his prime miniſter. On ob- 
ſerving tie Viceroy's filence,he took upon himſelf to ſpeak firſt: He oblery- 
« ed that the few men that remained to his highnels, were diſheartened with 
cc their loſſes, and fo ſurrounded by the enemy, that there was no poſſibility 
4 of any man's eſcaping; with life, or of any one's obtaining a fingle day's ſub- 
4 ſiſtence: that the times required a compliance with the demands of the e- 
40 nemy: that elephants were no mighty objects in Bengal: that there were 

& many better ones in his highneſs's offices at the capital, and as many more 


* ip che ſtables of his officers and ſervants: and after all, that there came year- 
« 
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« Jy a whole herd of them from his own dominions : as to the coror of ru- 


e pees, that the treaſury could muſter forty lacs inſtantly;and that he took up- 


« on himſelf᷑ to find the ſixty others.” Aali- verdi- qhan was highly ſhocked 
with the tenor of this advice: however he contented himſelf with anſwering, Aali-rerdi- 


qhan refuſes to 

| . . , | : | ranſom himſelſ 

That jo long as his foul ſhould ſtick to his body, he rvould never ſubmit to ſuch an out ot the hands 
of the Marhat 


infamy : and tbat he ftill hoped wwith the handful of men-nazo under his command to ms 


give a good account of thoſe free-booters, and to retrieve the honour of his arms: 
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and why ſhould he pay fo much money to his enemy, and ftrengthen his hands by ſuch 
an acceſs of power ? would it not be much better to'beſtoro it on Loſe that had ac- 
companted him in that expedition, and had at all times been ready to ſhed their blood 
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in his cauſe? here he pauſed a while, and then turning to the miniſter, 
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he added, I am glad, Sir, to hear that you have ſo many lacs by you: then ſet a 
part ten of them; for Tintend to-diftribute every rupee of them to my faithful offi- 
cers, ail to-the braveſt of my Halder. Having ſaid this with a deal of MPS 
lure, he diſmiſſed the miniſter: | 
By this time the day was quite ſpent, and. a night pitchy dark, had over- 
ſpread the ground, fo that numbers of the camp-followers, eſpecially thoſe that 


had loſt their all or their maſter, availed themſelves ofthe darkneſs to mix with the 


Marhatras; and none remained but noblemen, officers, men of known faces, 
| and foldiers of character; and as Mir-quair-ollah was naſſing from one ar- 
my to another, and a report had ſpread of an approaching treaty, moſt of 
theſe alſo dee looking out for an opportunity of making their private 
agreements. Amongſt theſe was Mir-habib,.a-man of diſtinction, wao being 
highly diſcontented with Aali-verdi-qhan, had already commenced a con- 
nection with the enemy, and waited only for a favorable opportunity to- 
deſert: for about the cloſe of the night, the Marhattas had pitched a pair 
of colours in a conſpicuous part, as a ſign of e and forgiveneſs ; from 
whence they were calling out, that whoever wanted to be ſafe in his life 


ad property, had only to repair to it. At ſight of the colours, thoſe 5 
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that bad not a ſpark of honour in their conſtitution, and were not aſham. 
ed of themſelves, commenced under a variety of pretences, to ſteal off by 
whole bands; and this was enough to demoliſh the Viceroy without a ſingle 
blow. Luckily that the Marhattas themſelves provided againſt ſo general a de. 
ſertion : -for on obſerving that none of thoſe deſerters came, but with their 
hands ſull, they fell a plundering and aftriping them, and by ſuch a proceed- 
ing effectually put a ſtop to any farther defection. The Viceroy finding it 
impoſſible to ſtop the torrent, or, to contrive an expedient to retrieve his af. 
fairs, quitted his tent in the middle of the night; and without any attendant, 
or any taper-bearer,-he-took+Seradj-eddo8lah by the hand, and went on foot 
to Muſtepha-qhan's tent, where he deſired him to get up, as he had ſomething 
to tell him. The general aſtoniſhed at what he ſaw, and amazed at what 
ld heard, got up in an inſtant, and going into one of the two receſſes. of his 
tent, he ſat himſelf down, and aſked what were his.commands. The Viceroy 
anſwered; © Hear me, friend Muſtepha-qhan. - Nothing is dearer to man that 


« His life ; but my ſituatiof is ſuch now, that the eaſieſt andthe foremoſt buſineſs 
ce have to do, is 10 die. Needleſs it is ſor you then to PSF FN far fetched expe- 
e dients for the purpoſe of getting rid of me: are you diſſatisfied with my per ſon 
% on account of ſome matters that have come to paſs? Here Jam, ready at your hand: 
* with Seradj-edde8lah, who is dearer to me than my ozon ſelf. We are alone; 
c diſpatch us immediately: do your. buſineſs at one firoke, and rid yourſelf at once 
<6 of all your incertitudes. But if ſome remembrance of a friendſhip of long Aanding, 
ee and ſome gratitude for benefits received, have yet a place in your heart; 
and you can afford to forgive ſome tranſgreſſions of mine, that are now paſt ; if you 
i are inclined 10 tand by me in this deſperate moment, then renew your engagements 
% -rvith me, and do ſcvear a new that ou ſhall not forſake me: this being the only 
% wway to make me eaſy on that head, and to leave me at liberty to think of what 18 
ce 10 be done with the Marhattas; as 1 am firmly reſolved to leave nothing unat- 


«© tempted rather than to ſubmit.” The general confounded at the ſuddenneſs 
| | W” 
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oof the addteſs, and moved by the importance of its purport, anſwered “ that he 


e could not ſpeak alone on thoſe heads; but muſt couſult the other officers, his 


« country men; and that then he would report their anſwer.“ The Viceroy, 


without being diſconcerted by ſo much coldneſs,anſwered then do: I have no ob- 
jefions : upon which the general ſent to Shimſhir-qhan, to Serdar-qhan, and 
to the other Afghan commanders, deſiring their immediate attendance. . As 
ſoon as they were aſſembled, he. turned towards the Viceroy, and addreſſed him 
in theſe words: Let your highneſs ſay to theſe officers what you have juſt {aid 
to your Soldier,” and this being complyed with, the aſſembly heard in filence, 
but ſaid not one word. Upon this the general addreſſing himſelf to them all, 
ſpoke in theſe very words: Brethern, why do you not anſwer ? ſay what 


« you have in your minds. To this both Shitnſhir-qhan and Serdar-qhan 


in the name of all the others, anſwered, © that he, Muſtepha-quan, being their 
chief commander, and the principal man of their nation, whatever he ſhould 
< anſwer, would be reputed their own anſwer.” Upon this the general ſaid: 
« Friends, fince you want to hear my particular ſenſe of this ſcene, I ſhall tell 
6 you frankly : whatever I bad hitherto in my mind, I have only had ; and 
ĩt ĩs paſt: at preſent my head, and life, and that of my family, and of who- 
« {oever belongs to me, I have thrown at the feet, of that, my maſter and 
* cheriſher ; and ſo long as this head ſhall ſtick to this body, I have made a 
1 legacy and gift of it to Aali-verdi-qhan, to his children, and to his family. 
* Nay, ſo long as Muſtepha-qhan is alive, he ſhall acknowledge that his 
Ni head is made faſt tothe horſe-ſhoe of the leaſt of his highnels's ſlaves (11), 

I tell you ſo myſelf. But our caſe is not def] perate ; nor need you, my friends 


* to be informed anew of that adage fo well known amongſt us: that if for- 


E — 
" — — m 
— — — 


(11) Care muſt be taken not to interpret this word ſlave, by American, or even by European, notions. A- 
mongſt the Turks, a ſlave, if a male, becomes in general the Son- in- lw; and if a female, the b.ide of the fa- 
mily; and if an Habiſſinian or Nobi, he becomes the Steward ofthe houſe, and ſometimes the bride-groom of it. In 
India, a flave, whether Georgian or African, becomes in general the right hand-man of the family ; and hence 
the word flave ſignifies only a man thoroughly divoted to another; and this is the accuſtomed interpretat.on of the 
words ad and gholam in arabic, as well as in Turkiſh, Perſian and Indian. . : 


« ty 


417 


Aali- verdi- 
qhan recovers 
the affection of 
the Afghans. 
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48 
ce ty Sabres, ſhould cone 70 agree together, they mi ght beſtow a kingdom. We are 
4 {till more than thr ee thouſand horſe, and of courſe we can fight; for to look (> 


& diſmayed, and with ſuch an air ofdeſpair, is the heighth of cowardice. I hope. 
te by the bleſſing of God, that we ſhall threſh thoſe infidels, and that Victory 


7 ſhall be ours afcer all. Now, gentlemen, I have told you my own mind: d 
* take your own party, and act as you ſhall think bet.” This ſpeech having 
been liſtened to with attention, they all came into Muſtepha-qhan's "li 
and the party of ſtanding by the Viceroy, prevailed. Upon which the gene. 
ral having by a fign (12), offered to pronounce a ſhort-prayer on the 
reſolution juſt taken, they ail ſtood up, and joined him. The Viceroy pleaſed 
with what he had ſeen, returned to his tent, and ſlept a hearty nap. In the mor. 
ning he diſpatched a particular friend of his, called Ghohaam-aaly-qhan, wich 
orders to viſit the general, to examine by bimſelf the looks of the Afghans, andto 
report his obſervations on that ſubject. Gholam-aaly qhan was. a nobleman of 
character and diſtinction, who had for ſometime acted as Divan of the province 
of Azim-abad; and his lon Y8f8f-aaly-qhan, had ef] pouſed a daughter of Ser- 
effrazqhan's, and was intimately connected with the Afghan est This no- 
bleman, having repaired to Muſtepha-qhan's tent, ſpent ſome. hours in conver- 
ſation with him, and he was getting up, when a man ſent by Shim-ſhir-qhan 
announced“ that the enſigns and ſtandards they had aſked frodurhe Na hattas in 
cc the agreement of yeſterday, would be coming to day; and chat he wiſhed 
a to know what he intended to do now. The General anſwered „ by repeating: 
the whole tranſaction of laſt night, and he ended by theſe words, wwhoever is the 
fonof an Afghan will Stand by -the agreement of yefternight.. The Envoy having, 
heard ſo much, returned to Aali-verdi- qhan, to whom he reported punctuaily 


every thing he had heard, to the great ſatisfaction of the Viceroy, who being 


ä 


(12) This ſign confiſted in ſtanding- up, turning towards the Ya or Mecca, taking a compoſed reſpectful airy 
joining both hands upon the navel (this is for the Sunnies ; forthe Shyahs let them hang at length on both ſides) 
and pronouncing with the lips only the fateba (ideſt, the overture) or firſt 2 of the Coran, which at 


cab to. the Dominical oration, or the Lord's prayer of the Chriſtians. 
Now 
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now eaſy in his mind, reſolved to fight the enemy: and truly to hear ſuch ex- 
preſſions at ſo critical a motnent from a powerful and zealous friend, geber fails 
to inſpire with freſh courage, and to afford an additional degree of daringneſs. 
The Viceroy then after a ſhort conſultation, reſolved to cut his way through 
0 enemy, and to effect a retreat to M3rſh3dabad; from whence he expected 
chat after having dryed his wings, and trimmed his feathers, he would be able 
to come out again, and to oppoſe a front to the enemy. By this time the evening 
was come . and the Marhattas having planted upon a tree a field piece 


that had fallen in their hands in the firſt plunder of the Bengal-camp, were in- 


ceſſantly ſhowering balls throughout the enemy's ranks, as well as throwing an 


infinity of Rockets; ſo that nothing was heard throughout the army for the 
whole night, but cries and ſcreams: in ſo much that Manic-chund, .Divan to 
the Radja of Bardevan, having takenfright at ſuch a ſ ene of ſlaughter and con- 
4uſion, thought proper to diſappear at day-break, and to make the beſt of his 
way to his maſter: At that very time, and in the darkeſt part of the night, the 
Marhattas fell again upon the Bengal ariny, and attacked it on all ſides; fo chat 
the viceroy had Kardly time to mount his elephant, and face the enemy. As 
the attack was ſo ſudden,and every one had run to arms in confuſion,there re- 
mainedno poſſibility of arraying ranks,orof recovering from the diſorder into which 
the troops had fallen, for the Marhattas had already penetrated to the very cen- 
tre; and there Mir-habib who had not been as alert as the others, was ſur- 
rounded, wounded in three places, and felled to the ground, RI he was ta- 
ken priloner; after which he joined the Marhattas and took ſervice withthem. In 
this extremity, Haider-aaly-quan,who managed the field artillery in the Vice- 
roy's ſervice, proved exceedingly uſeful, by ſweeping down vaſt numbers of the 
enemy. On the other hand, Muſtepha-qhan, and Shimfhir-qhan, and Umer- 
chan, and Serdar - qhan, and Rahem-qhan, although fighting pell mell, were 
Performing ſuch feats of proweſs, and killing and wounding ſo many of the ene- 
mics, eſpecially of the braveſtand molt forward amongſt them, as effectuallydam- 
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ped theirardor; and their commandersintimidated by ſo much valor, ceaſed to fur: 
round them on all ſides; and forming themſelves into ne body a freſh, they 
wheeled round and fell upon the army's flank. This movement having afforded 
the Bengal troops time to take breath, they formed into a compact body, and con- 
tinued their march to Catwa, fighting their way through the enemy's ranks. But 
now the remainder of the baggage was gone, and no clothes, no accommoda- 
tion whatever, no victualsꝰ remaining at all, two or three thouſand men, moun- 
ted on famiſh horſes, and five or ſix thouſand muſqueteers, fainting with hunge: 
and fatigue, were in full march, fighting all the way, and all the way ſtarving, 
The Marhattas were every way round them, and every way harraſſing them wit! 
continual attacks, and eternal ſkirmiſhes that endleſly ſuccceeded each other. 
But theſe did not diſmay the Bengal troops: encouraged by the firmneſs of 
their General, and animated by the proweſs of their commanders, they faced 
about every way, and conſtantly repulſed the enemy ; and they went cn 
fighting and advancing, and always intimidating the enemy by the brave. 
actions chey were continually performing. But theſe brave troops fuffercd 
as much for want of accommodations, as for want of victuals. Luckily that 
there is in the high road of Bengal to Djagennat, an infinite number of 
reſervoirs of water and artificial ponds, which the Gentoos are at much 
expenſe in digging, as they reckon ſuch works to be of the moſt meritor1- 
ous kind; and luckily that every one of theſe ponds is always furrounced 
by a mound whereon grows a multitude of trees. As ſoon as night was 
coming on, after every day's march,-oneof theſe ponds ſerved the.whole army 
for their quarters: every one, whether ſoldier or officer, fat himſelf down on 
the bare ground, and after having ſtuffed FA bowels with a repaſt of tree 
leaves and field-graſs, every one ſtretched himſelf at length, and took ſome 
reſt, without having all this while any other carpet than the bare ground, or 
any other covering than a rainy iky : nor did any nobleman,or gehe in the 
army fare much better than the common ſoldier; for every nicht the Marhat- 
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a were wonted to ſurround the army, as they did by day, but without ap- 


proaching ſo near as to be hitted by a wall-piece; and as every tent, and eye- 


ry plece of baggage, and every uſtencile, as well as every fort of proviſion; 


had been plundered by them; and they made it a practice every morning to 


{end ſcouring parties on every ſide, and to burn and ſaccage every village at 
ten or twelve coſſes round, the Bengal army found it impoſſible to procure a- 
ny thing eatable; and the men commenced deſpairing not only of victory, 
but of their very exiſtence : jaded by daily marches and famiſhed by daily 
abſtinence, they could no more ſupport themſelves under their arms, and ſtill 
leſs move with any vigour. © Nor did the generals and mighty commanders 


prove to be in better circumſtances themſelves with all their gold, being bare- 


y able to ſupport nature: and no more; the reſt of the army crammed them- 


ſelves with leaves and barks of trees, with ants and with ſuch other food; par- 
tieulars ineredible, but which have been carefully recorded by that ſame 
YS8f:aaly-qhan,who has left us memoirs of his campaigns, and in particular, 
of that hazardous retreat. He mentions that in their three days march to 
reach Catwa, all he could do, was only to procure once about three quarts of a 


teer of kichery (13); and that this fare was ſhared between ſeven noblemen ac+ 


cuſtommed to all the delicacies of a plentifut table. Another day they were 


ſupported by ſeven pieces of Sheker-para (14), a kind of confectionary: ano- 
ther day the ſame men could procure only half a ſeer of carcion amongſt them 
ſelves: and whilſt it was broiling, ſeveral others eume · in for a ſingle mouth- 
full, which could not be refuſed. It was in ſuch miſery as this, that the Bengal 
army was advancing on its march. All che artillery, mall and great, being loſt ; 
and the enemies conſtantly hovering about them, only at fo much diſtance as 


could inſure their not being hitted by a wall- piece; nothing eatable could be 


procured on any terms. Such a ſtate of things threw ſeyeral commanders into 


— — _—_— 
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et 


(13) A ſeer is about two pounds avoirdupois, and Kichery, is a mels of boiled rice mixed with pulſe, - 


(14) No piece of Shek-er-para, weighs above half an onuce.” 
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a kind of fene y; and once in particular, Muſtepfia-qhan angry and ſhocked 
at their not coming nearer; ſaid do thoſe about him (and it was already dark) 
What a ſhame to the Muſulman religion, and what a diſgrace to the Afghan 
« name; that the vileſt of thoſe Decanians ſhould farround and preſs you on 
<< all fides every day and every night! And that inſtead of advancing up. 
on choſe infidels, and ſeeking for a pro mpt delivery amongſt them, you 
F< ſhould ſuffer yourſelves to be conſumed by Famine and by allingering death!” 
Such a ſpeech had it's effect; and thoſe about him being moſt of them men of 
tryed valor, they anſwered chat“ he was their commander, and that if 
he would but lead them - on, they would tollow.” Muſtepha-qhan finding 
them in this mood, took-up his ſabre and bucler; and he advanced attheir head 

— Little by little, diſperſing his troops in ſmall parties, as if they had been only fo 


many fpe&ators. Over againſt them was a body of Mathattas, who far from 
expecting ſuch an attack from famithed wretches, were all naked, had actual- 


ly layed their arms and clothes on the ground, and were preparing for their 


devotions and their victuals, little inclined to mind thoſe that were drawing 


ſo near. Muſtepha-qhan and his people availing themſelves of this ſecurity, 


drew their labres, and ruſhing at once upon thoſe proud infidels, they Killed 


0 any of them , that the others fled with all their might, leaving their kettles 


upon the fire, victuals ready dreſſed juſt by them, and bags full of grain and 


proviſiotis. Muſtepha-qhan's people ſeeing now the field free, loaded them- 


ſelves with as much proviſion as they could carry, and returned to their camp; 


and this having been obſerved by others, they took the hint ; and all returned 


loaded with grain and victuals: ſo that the famiſhed ones, that had been faſting 


theſe three days, ate their full that day, and recovered from their feeblencls. 


This adventure however ſerved to put the enemies upon their guard: having 


felt the blows of Muftepha-qhan's people, they became more cautious, and 


did not preſs lo cloſe as before but nevertheleſs they kept ſtill at a diſtance; 


and it is through ſo much wretchedne, that the army was preſſing! it's march to 
reach 
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td reach Catwa. In one of theſe marches the Bengal troops were ſuddenly attacks 
ed at the dawn of the day; and before the men had time to fall into their ranks, 


or the Viceroy to mount this Elephant, the Marhattas making ſuddenly a 


vigorous attack, at once penetrated everywhere; and it being impoſſible to 


form or to join in one body, every one fought by himſelf juſt where he chan - 
ced to be; and ſurrounded by the enemies, every one thought only of ex- 


tricating his own ſelf without minding how to ſiiccour his neighbour, or to come 


their lord's aſſiſtance. This Prince was himſelf under the fame predament, 


and fought alone, and ſurrounded: he was undone, unleſs a miracle was 


wrought inſtantly, and a miracle was wrought. Providence came that day 
to the aſſiſtance of the diſtreſſed by a memorable interpoſition. It was 


cuſtomary for two elephants loaded with ſtandards and inſignia, to march 


always preciſely before the Viceroy's elephant: and their tuſks were always 


loaded with a chick chain, with the jingling of which they ſeemed to amuſe 
themſelves (15). Theſe animals ſeeing cloſe to chem ſo many ſtrangers of an 
uvnuſual appearance and ſmell, at once liſtened to the word of command 


given them by Providence; and {ſkillfully managing their chain, they dealt it 


around at ſo dreadful a rate, that every ſtroke of their's carried deſtruction, 
to either man or ' hotſe. The Marhattas ſurpriſed at the ſtrangeneſs of the 
fight, and not daring to approach , ceaſed to preſs io cloſe; they retired 
at ſome diſtance, and gave time to a number of people to run ü maſter's 
aſfiſtance, and to ſurround his elephant. Other troops availing themſelves of 
this moment of reſpite, haſtened to the Viceroy's relief; and having now for- 
med in great numbers, they fell upon the Marhattas that ſurrounded other 
corps, and extricated them likewiſe; and now the army having recovered 
from its diſorder. the troops went on with their march; and che enemy that 
had broke amongſt them, and had penetrated every where, was driven out 


again with much ſlaughter. It was through ſuch ſcenes of miſery, ſlaughter, 


(75) This chain may be twenty feet in length, and of three hundred pound weight. 
| 38 
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and wretchedneſs, that the army had to advance on a road ſtrewed with migh. 
ty dangers, and infeſted by endlels difficuldes' and unforeſeen perils, but (till 
repelling the enemy, and facing about every where. At laſt by the divine aſ. 
ſiſtance they arrived at Catwa, a town and caſtle at two days ſouth of Mgr. 


ſhsdabad. 


As they were approaching, every one who had a beaſt to fpare or a bag to 
muſter; made haſte to repair thither in expectation of finding as uſual that 
town full of grain and all kinds of proviſions; but the enemy had been before 
hand with them; and had a litile before fallen upon that town, and ſacked 
and plundered it, ſeting fire to ſuch grain and proviſions as could not be car- 
ried away. This was the reſource found in that populous'town; and the half 
burnt and half parched grain feaſted the eyes of thoſe famiſhed wretches, like 
a table ſpread with a quantity of unexpected victuals. Aali-verdi-qhan having 
taken up his quarters at Catwa, wrote to Hadji-ahmed and to Nevaziſh- ma- 
med-qhan, Governors of che city, to inform them of his ſituation, and to requeſt 
their taking care of the city and country, but above all their ſending his ſe- 
cond nephew Siyd-ahmed-qhan, to join the army immediately wich a ſup- 
ply of proviſions and every thing neceſſary. The news of this arrival fill 
that family with joy. At firſt they had entirely loſt every track of Aali-verdi- 
ghan, as they had received no intelligence at all from him this long while: io 
that they had given him up for loſt: when therefore letters came from him, and 
they heard of his being ſo near the city, they proſtrated themſelves before that 
Supreme one who finds means to bring together the parted and diſtant, and 
to ſave thoſe that ſeem without reſource; and they returned thanks to that provi- 
dence, that had brought him back ſafe and in health, after fo long a cam- 
paign. After which they diſpatched Siyd-ahmed-qhan with a train of artil- 
lery,anda convoy of proviſions, followed by all kinds of teats and every other ne- 
ceſſary: and he in a few days joined his uncle with a reinforcement of old 


troops and his convoy of proviſions. This light oveyjoyed every one: aud 


| - thele 
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Hefe famiſhed men on beholding plenty ſueceed to hunger and diſtreſs, retur- 


ned thanks to the Almighty diſpoſer of events, and repoſed themſelves atter 
fo many toils and dangers. And now ſutlers and merchants with proviſi ions of 


al kinds flocked to-camp from all parts, to the great amu ſement of the ſol- 


diers, who after having ſuffered ſo much from famine and hunger, now crow- 


ded to fee the cart. loads of grain and victuals paſs by, as if it had been ſome 


unuſual fight,and ſome uncommon ſpectacle capable to excite curioſity. 


So glorious a retreat could not fail to raiſe Aali-verdv-qhan's character: 
it overjoyed the hearts of his ſubjects, and intimidated his enemies. The 


Marhatta General was alarmed: matters were now greatly altered: the Vice- 


roy had before him a country abounding with every thing that could bewiſh- 


ed; and it became problemauical even with the enemy, whether an army that had 


withſtood him when ſtruggling through ſo many difficulties, would not prove 


nowanovermatch for his men? concluding therefore that it would be highly diffi- 
cult now for him to keep his footing in Bengal, eſpecially as the rainy ſeaſon was ſet 
ia, he had thoughts of returning home through the country of Birbohom. But 


this was oppoſed by Mir-habib, who by rendering continual ſervices, and ex- 


poſing continually his perſon, had found means to render it ref] petable,and to 


peak with author ity. That man who had come a fimple pedlar from Iran, his 
country, and was ſo 100 bred, as to be unable eicher to write or read, had now by 
dint of merit and ſervices rendered himſelf conſiderable; he had found means to fig- 
ure as a man fertile in expedients, and a General of much reſolution. His 


animoſity againſt Aali-verdi-qhan, would not allow, of his parting with Bengal 


on ſo ealy terms; and he went ſo far as to tell the Marhatta General, chat if 


money was his object, he (Mir-habib) would undertake to find a great deal of 


it for him, and chat he requeſted only the diſpoſal of ſome thouſand Cavalry, 


with which force he would fo far avail himſelfof Aali-verdi-qhan'slying at Catwa, 


28 to advance ſuddenly to MSrſh8dabad, which is a city without walls, and 
without 
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without any defence, where by ning only Djaget-ſeat's houſe (16), he 
would bring him money enough to ſatisfy all his wifhes, This advice having 


been ſupported by a ſtrong reaſoning, Mir-habib was furniſhed with ſome 


| thouſand picked horſe, and he departed immediately on his expedition. But 


this could not be done ſo ſecretly, as that the Viceroy ſhould not have intelli. 


gence of it; and as he knew. che cireumſtances ofhis Capital, and did not truſt to 
the talents of eicher his Brother or nephew for the defence of it, he determined 


to advance bimſelf to its relief: -and he ſet out direAly with much expedition, 
Bur Mir-habib having already performed the Journey in a ſingle day (17) was 
before hand with him; and he had already plundered Djagat-ſeat? s houſe, from 
whence he carried full two Corors away, and allo a quantity of other goods. 


Some other parts of che city were alſo plundered; and Mir-habib having advan- 


ced as far as his own lodgings, took away his. own. brother Mir-ſherif, but did 


not venture farther : For the Viceroy! S palace, and alſo the quarter where lived 
his nephew, who was deputy governor; aad lic viſe tae quarter of Ata-ollah- 
qhan, a general officer, were filled with too many troops to be liable to inſult; 
and mean while the enemy hearing that the Viceroy was at hand, inſtantly de- 
parted the city. It was about the middle. of theday, and in the evening, the 
Viceroy arrived himſelf, to the uniyerſal joy of his friends, of his whole Court 
and of all his ſubjects. - All theſe events happened in the month ot Sefer of 
the year 11 65 of the Hedjra. | 

Ir is remarkable that whillt the Viceroy was advancing to the relief of his 
Capital, the Marhatta General, intimidated by the violence of the rainy 


ſeaſon in Bengal, was retreating. towards his own country ; and he was already 


Ee 
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(165) This was Djagat-ſeat Aalemchund, the richeſt ſubjeR of the world. His honſe which even now contaim 
(1736) no leis than two thouſand ſouls, was plundered of full two Corors, or two Milions and an hall ſter ing, 
Gad what is ſingular, this was all in Rupees ſtruck at Arcot z) but ſo amazing a loſs which would diſtreſe 
any Monarch in Europe, affected him ſo little, that he continued to give government bills of exchange Sieb. of 

ful one Coror at a time: and this ſact is too notorious in Bengal to need any _ 


«(47) About — miles. | 
arrived 
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arrived in the Birbohom, when Mir-habib overtook him, bringing with bim 
his two Corors, his booty and: much good advice. He reproached the Gene- 
ral for his quitting Bengal on ſo eaſy terms; and he even threatened to inform 
the Court of Nagp8r of his precipitaton and backwardneſs, ſhould he perſiſt 
in a retreat. Mir-habib ſpoke with a deal of warmth; but yet with ſo much rea- 


ſon, that the General convinced by his reaſons, and overcome by his reproach- 


es, retrograded at once, and in a few days encamped at Catwa: where Mir-ha- 


bib who had. pledged himſelf for the ſucceſs of his expedition, undertook to pro- 
eure proviſions for the army. He had even the art to open a correſpondence 
both with the Zemindars of the country, and with the inhabitants of Hs gly, who 
after many letters and meſſages, had paſſed between them and the Marhatta Gen- 
eral, at laſt made uſe of Mir-habib's mediation to come to terms. The principal 
of thoſe were Mir-abol-haſſen and Mir-abol-cafſem, two eminent merchants, 
who were intimates with Mahmed-yar-qhan, half brother to the Viceroy, and 
governor of H8gly : theſe having taken care by Mir-habib's advice to arrive 
at H8gly in the night time, when the gates of the Caſtle were ſhut up, ſent in 
a forged ſtory as if they had ſome matter of importance to impart to the 
governor; and the credulous man having ordered the gate to be opened, about 
fiſteen men got in with Mir-habib at their head; and as the Governor was 
alone, they-ſeized his perſon, and put it under conſinement. The conſpirators 
had already applyed to the Marhatta General, and had obtained from him 
an officer of conſequence, named Siſ-rao, with a body of troops, that had 
concealed themſelves.cloſe to HBgly: to him they immediately ſent notice of 
their having ſeized the governor; and the Marhatta officer making haſte, . 
rived early in that city, and ſat on the meſned of command, where be received 
the compliments of the citizens, after having contracted a cloſe connection 
with the conjured. Their example was propoſed by Mir-habib to many other 
Mogul merchants, who all followed it; ſo that the city was tranquiliſed. But 
this expedition having produced much money, which aroſe from contributions 
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or flom the revenues of the country, or from the port duties of ſo celebrated a mart, | 


the Marhatta General commenced perpending all the conſequences and all the 


value ofhis ſojourning | in Bengal; and lie reſolved to make Catwa his headquarters: 
from chat time Mir habib became His prime Miniſter; and that transfuge Wo 
was a very acti ve man, uſed. to tranſact buſineſs ſome times at Catwa, and 
ſometimes H8gly. | 

" Witit.sr all this was paſſing i the ſouthern parts of Bengal, the Viceroy, 
whoſe forces had been greatly reduced both by a campaign of twelve months 
and by labour, ſickneſs and famine, concluded that as the rainy ſeaſon was 
at hand, it would be too late to think of driving the Marhattas out of lis 
country; and chat tlie only party left for him wy content himſelf with con- 


ferving the city and its territory: he therefore came out and poſted himſelf at 


fome diſtance from it, in a ſuburb called Aten and Tarracpgr. But 
by this time the rainy weather had ſer in; and the river of Bhagraty ceaſing 
to be fordable, Catwa remained on tlie other ſide; and the country on the 
M8rſh8dabad fide was become ſafe from the enemy's incurſions. - But then, 
the ſame circumſtance afforded them a full opportunity of extending their ra- 
vages all over the Bardevan, and the Midnip8r, puſhing their contributions 
as far as Baliffer-bender; and even this port fell in their hands. However all 
this did not intimidate either Mir-calender, the F. odjdar of Midnipgr, who: 
found means to-ſecure his fort; or Mir- maaſom, the Deputy-governor of the 
dreſſa, the latter ſeeing the 9 attacked by numbers that were four 
times ſuperior to his own, retired in the mountains, where he provided for 
his ſafety, but left his country defenceleſs. In this manner the 8refla, the 
Midnip8r, the Barde van, and part of che Radj-ſhahy, and even the town 
and diſtrict of Acbar-nagur-radj-mahal, became poſſeſſed by the enemy; and 


nothing remained to Aali-verdi-ghan, but the city of M8rſh8dabad, and 


the countries on the other fide of the Ganga. The peaceful inhabitants 


of this great capital, who far from having ever ſeen ſack devaſtations, had 
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| pot 60 ch as heard of any ſuch things ; and whoſe city had not ſo much 

as the cover of a wall, became exceedingly fearful for their properties and 

tamilies; | and they availed themſelves of the rainy ſeaſon to-croſs over to 

the countries on the other fide of the Ganga, ſuch as Djehan-glur-nugur, 

Malda aud- Rampsr-bösli, where moſt ot them built themſelves houſes, 

and where they paſſed their lives. Even the deputy governor himſelf, Neva- 
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zih· mahmed- qhan, croſſed over with his family, furniture and wealth, and. 
lived at Godagary, which is at one days diſtance from the city, and where 
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he layed the foundation of an habitation for himſelf and family. A esd 
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qhanꝰs furniture and effects were likewiſe ſent over, from whence however 
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the Deputy governor returned to the city, where he continued to live with 
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his uncle Aali-verdij-qhan. This prince, reſolved now to regain the hearts 


of his troops, and to reward them for their fidelity, made them a preſent of 


W 


the ten lac of rupees: which he had promiſed, and by ſuch a well timed libe- 


ralitay, he ſowed in their hearts the ſeeds of love and gratitude. 


. 
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Ir muſt be obſerved that on his arrival at Mar dabad, the voce had 
wrote to his nephew the governor of Azimabad, and alſo to the poor man's 


grand uncle Abdot-aaly-qhan , who-was a Couſin-german'of Aali-verdi-qhan's, 
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to repreſent the ſtate of things, and the neceſſity of their coming to his aſſiſt- 
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ance with what ever forces and artillery they could muſter, adding: that the 
fiſety of them all depended on bis being enabled to repell the invaders. 


In the margin of the letter directed to» Abdol-aaly-qhan, he wrote with his- 
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own hand theſe words, if you take any concern in your old uncle's well-fare, this 


is. the time to ſheto it: The young governor was confounded and diſpleaſed 
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at the command of repairing to Bengal, as he had ſpent a deal of time and 
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all his money- in his expedition againſt the 'BodjpSr country, had compaſſed 
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his end, driven the Zemindars away, taken poſſeſſion of their home; and 


* 


be was going to reap by proper arrangements all the benefit of ſo much 
toll and labour. Juſt at this time came the. order from Bengal: he was 
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now obliged to leave all that work, unfiniſhed, and to return to his capita], 


not a little embarraſſed how to ſatisfy his troops for the arrears, and how t9 
provide neceflaries for the intended campaign. After a few days repoſe, he 
quitted the city in his expedition to Bengal, and encamped in the eaſtern 
Suburb at Dyjaafer-qhan's garden: there he ſent for the poor mans's father, 
Hedaiet-aaly-qhan the valliant, and for ſome other friends : and he 
held conſultations with them about the means of getting rid of the army'; 
arrears; and of providing for his future expedition. But nothing could be 
concluded on that ſubject for want of money.. Such a ſtate of things having 
put the governor upon looking out for expedients, he once took Hediict- 


aaly-qhan into a cloſet; and there he repreſented to him that it was incumbent 


upon him (the governor) © to repair by all means to the aſſiſtance of an 


uncle who was the author of the fortune of his family; that his character 
5. depended on his. making haſte to Bengal; but that he was at a loſs how 
*© to ſatisfy the army for their .arrears; and uneaſy at his being obliged to 
leave behind a country lately conquered, and after all unſettled ; he was 
&« alſo embarraſſed on the diſpoſitions neceſſary after his departure, and was 


cc at a loſs on whom to entruſt the important taſk of governing the country 


ce in his abſence, of collecting the revenues, and of keeping the inhabitants 
% quiet:” he added: I reckon upon your wiſdon and abilities: ſhould 


ce you be able to open ſome expedient, and to extricate me out of my dif- 


ec ficulties, you would lay me under the greateſt obligations: as Wet! 


A - 
Lay 


ſatisfy the troops, they will neither follow me on my expedition; nor let 


© me depart the city ; and on the other hand, you know that my honour, as 


& a ſoldier, and my character, as a dutiful nephew, depend, in the eyes ol 
ce the world, and in the eyes of my relations and kinſmen, on my repairing 
c in all haſte and with a proper number of troops and neceſſaries, to the 


< aſſiſtance of a man, who is at once my maſter, iny ſuperior in command, and 


8 moreover the founder and author of the welfare of our whole family and 


_- 


4 races 
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race.“ Hedaiet-aali-qhan anſwered, „ that he reckoned himſelf to be 
„ one of the men moſt attached to his family and perſon; and that he 
1 would be ready to execute to the beſt of his abilities, ſuch commands as he 
« would Jay upon him; as he felt the importance of the occaſion, and would 
4 pride himſelf in his being able tolighten in that eriſis, ſuch part of his burthen,. 


« as would be allotted to him. The governor pleaſed wich this glimpſeof hope 


anſwered ** that at preſeat there were but two articles that galled him exeeed- 
« ingly : the firſt was, the diſcharging ſuch arrears as were due tothe troops; 
« a piece of juſtice, without which they would not ſuffer him to depart, and 
4 without which nothing could go forward: the ſecond was, the propriety 
« of his leaving the Government in ſuch able truſty hands, as would put it in 
« his power to appear before the Viceroy, his uncle, with ſuch a number of 


troops and ſuch a quantity of artillery, as would prove adequate to his ſta- 


tion and rank: in one word, with ſuch a force as might enfure the exertions 


6 expected from him, as a ſoldier, a general, and a worthy nephew of ſuch an 


& uncle. 


Such an unexpected propoſal being liable to many difficulties, 


Heliiet-aali-qhan anſivered, that he{the governor) could not be i gnorant how” 


« circumſcribed were his means, and how unadequate were his finances to 
the buſineſs of diſcharging the arrears due to the troops: that nevertheleſs, 
being Zealouſſy attached to his perſon, he was ready to go all lengths to ſerve 
> him; but that however the utmoſt he could do, would be to refer one part 


of thoſe arreats to the principal receivers of the finances, and to borrow 


* the other upon his own private credit from bankers and money-lenders; 


* taking upon his own account the balance that would ſtill remain due, and 


* undertaking to come to an agreement on that ſubject with the army-agents,, 
= wo he would pay it at ſuch. times as might be agreed between them 270 | 
he added, ” chat as to the tranquility of the country, and the peaceable bcha- 
t yiour of the inhabitants, he would take that article totally upon himſelf, and 
* would iucher for any one's preſuming to excite troubles, or or turning refrac 
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cory. Such a ſpeech could not but pleaſe the governor: it tranquiliſed his 


m ind]; and he anſwered by returning his acknowledgements and by aſſuring him 


that ” this was what had always been uppermoſt in his thoughts: to ſatisfy 


* the ſoldier ; and to keep the country quiet, and that now, that ſuch a point was 


4 ſecured, hefelthimſelf perfealy at eaſe, and as he was thoroughly convinced 


« that none but himſelf could diſcharge that important truſt with honour, ſo he 
« would not caſt his eyes upon any other, for beſtowing it, being ſenſible that no 
« one but himſelf could render an im portant ſervice in a delicate conjunctute. 5 
Heditet-aali-qhan having anſwered according to the propriety of the caſe, and 
the dignity of the two ſpeakers,went home; and (ending for his younger brother 
Mechdi-neffar-ghan, pay maſter-general of the forces, and for the ſeveral comman- 


ders with all the army agents, he took upon himſelf the payment of their ar- 
rears but obtained their promiſes that they would ſtand by their governor in 


- theſe times of difficulty, and would follow him in his expedition to Bengal. 


After this, he engaged them to leave their- agents with him, that they might re 
ceive their reſpective balances, and furniſh their reſpective receipts. This 
difficult buſineſs having been broughe to an end, and the governor being now 
eaſy in his mind, he made choice of a fortunate day, and ſet out for Bengal with 
five thouſand cavalry, and about fax or ſeven thouſand infantry; carrying with 
im all his friends and favorites, and leaving the government of the province 
to Hedatet-aali-qhan, to whom he gave the inveſtiture of that allies in a rich 
Qhylaat. He took with him my paternal uncle Mehdi: neſſac- qhan, and allo 
my maternal grand-uncle Abdol-aali-qhan, who having ſtretched every nerve 


to ſatisfy out of his private fortune all the men in his brigade, had engaged them 


by chat effort to follow him to Bengal. It will not prove diſagreeable to the 


reader to be told that a little before his departure, this nobleman had received 


another letter from Aali-verdi qhan, his kinſman, which contained the ſame 


invitation as the former, but where that Viceroy had wrote wich his own hand 


in the margin this verſe of the poet ; 
| c WS 
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% WIE expected from eur friends ſome RE oftheir attach went. And 
here he had ſtopped ſhort, without adding the ſecond verſe which would have * 
doſed the diſtich; but when the two noblemen arrived at MSrſh8dabaq with 
ſuch numerous troops, and they went to pay their reſpects to their uncle, the 
latter on embracing Abdel-aali-qhan, cloſed the diſtich, and added: 

« Bur. what we had been ſuſpecting, pr oves to be an error,” 

Norwirn STANDING ſuch a reinforcement, the Viceroy thought it pru- 
dent to aſſemble more forces; and he made additions to the ſeveral corps . 
commanded by his Generals, taking care however to proportion the new levies 
to their reſpective merits. Muſtepha-qhan's brigade, which was of five than. | 
ſend men, was carried to eight thouſand : his military degree, was raiſed to five 
thouſand horſe; and his name received the epithet or title of the tygerin bat- 
fie (18); and to that diſtinction was added a fringed Paleki and a Keitle- drum. 
The title of Bahadyr or valiant was alſo conferred on Fakyr-ollah-beg-qhan | 
and on N8rollah-beg-qhan, as well as on Mir-djaater-qhan , who was allied to 
to the Viceroy, and on Hiider-aaly-qhan, who was brother to Huſſein-c8ly- . 


qhan ; and to this diſtinction, was added the more ſubſtantial one of an aug- 


mentation on the numbers of their reſpective br gades. This latter favor, to- 


gether with a higher pay, and ſeveral marks of honour and diſtinction, was 


likewiſe beſtowed on Bahadyr-adli-qn, who commanded the artillery; and 
on Omar ain, Shim-ſhir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan, who were Afghan officers. 
To theſe precautions was added that of repairing thoroughly the artillery both 
lighe PE heavy, and of making ſome augmentations in it: and at the ſame 
time, ſome war elephants were trained to march cloſe to the Viceroy's ele - 


Phant and on his front. In ſhort, no preparative that could be thought of 
having been omitted, Aali-verdi-qhan waited with impatience the end of 


the rainy ſeaſon. | i Togo 
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Ir was in this critical conjuncture that a nobleman from the Imperiat court 
announced his arrival in Bengal: It was M8rid- qhan, who came on purpote 


fat enforcing payment of the revenue of chat country, which of late had proved 


much. arreared. The Viceroy who had objections both to his errand; and to 


his entrance into Bengal, requeſted his ſtopping at Azimabad, where he was 
to wait until the Marhatta in vaſion could be brought to a concliſion, | Mean 
while, he wrote to the Emperor, (and this was Mahmed-ſhah: * , That at 

«- preſent his faithful ſervant had it not in his power to forward, as ufual, the 
46 Imperial revenue, being totally diſabled by the Marhatta's invaſion; 
«© which alſo had obliged him to diſmils the valliant MSrid-qhan, from Mor: 
« ſh$dabad (a city now become the theatre of war,) and to deſire him to 
as tranquiliſe himfelf at Azimabad, until an end was put to the Mathatt 4 
« yages; but that with God's bleſſing, he hoped;thatunder the fortunateauſpices 
« of his Majeſty, he would give a good account of thoſe free-booters; eſpeci- 
« ally if at ſuch a critical time as this, it ſhould be his Imperial pleaſure to 
« ſend ſome nobleman of the preſence, or any other General to aſſiſt his on 
efforts: as it was feared that ſhould any accident happen to him in this war- 
fare, the enemy would not fail to poſſeſs himſelf of the country,and to occa- 
“ ſion thereby a heavy loſs to the Imperial treaſury and wardrobe, which both 
« were chiefly ſupplied from the revenue and manufactures of Bengal: 


Jo that to aſſiſt his faithful ſervant, and to pay a proper attention to the 


6 ſtate of things, were conliderations highly important, and highly deſerving 
ce che care of the Imperial mind; being in their nature ſuch as would prove 
& highly conducive to the welfare of the whole Empire.“ The petition having 
been peruled by the Emperor, and the truth of what! it contained, aſcertained 
beyond diſpute, Mahmed-ſhah became apprehenſive of the l and 
he not only held conſultations with his miniſters, but he alſo aſked Emir- 


| qhan' s advice, although. that nobleman was now far off at his government 


ot Uahabad: ſuch being the opinion entertained of his attachment and abilities, 
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that the Emperor wrote him a letter with his own hand. *Emir-qhan „in his 

_ anſwer, agreed with all the miniſters on x the propriety and neceſſity of ſuc- 
couring Aali-verdy- -qban, whoſe merits were unqueſtionable. The Emperor 
therefore wrote a letter, in his own hand to Ab8)-manſ8r-qhan, ſon-in- 


law and ſucceſſor to Saadet - qhan in the province of Agd. That General 1 


-mans$8r-Qhan 


and Baladii-ras 
man en in a country contiguous to thoſe governed by the Viceroy of rap Fae ing 


Bengal; * he was known to be matter of a good army and a good .rtillery. gal. 


The Emperor commanded his marching immediately to Aali-verdi- -qhan's 
aſſltance; and he wrote alſo to Emir-qhan, to urge Ab81-manſ8r-qhan's de- 
parture, and to afford him every aſſiſtance in his power. He alſo wrote to Ba- 


Idjt- rao, who was commander in chief of all che Marhatta forces, and he: 


laid bis commands upon him to this purport: ' That as great ſums accru- 
« eq to his benefit f'om the payments made him by the Imperial treaſury | 
«© on account of the Ch ; and thoſe payments were likely to ſuffer greatly 8 : 
from the ravages made in Bengal by the inſolent treebooters, ſent thither 
« hy Rago- dii-bhoſlah, under the command of Bha-ſuker-pandet; it was 
«© proper he ſhould repair thither to inflict ſuch a chaſtiſement on thoſe plun- 
« derers as might deter them from ever reneving their inſolencies again.“ 
Walls r the Emperor was writing to the Viceroy, and exorting the Mar- 
hatta General, Aali-verdi-qhan was aſſembling a numerous army with a great 
train of artillery; and having invoked the aſſiſtance of the Omnipotent ſuc- 
courer, he quitted the city, accompanied by his two ſons. in- lav, by his kinſ- 
man Abdol-aaly-qhan, and by a great number of perſons of diſtinction, at- 
tached to his perſon. N evaziſh-mahmed-ghan , his eldeſt nephew, was left inthe 
city with his brigade - and a ſufficient number of troops for the protection of 
that Capital, in which he was appointed deputy governor: ſo that the Vice- 
roy quitted the ſuburbs on the decline of the rainy ſeaſon indeed 7 but whilſt 
the ground was yet miry and interſected by an infinity of waters: ſuch being 
bis cagerneſs to fight Bha-ſukur, and his eule reſolution to * thoſe rava- 
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gers out of Bengal. In a fn days march he arrived at Fo wiſhed for ſpot 
which was over againſt Catwa, from which he was parted only by the Bagray. 


ty, the river that flows at MS8r{h8dabad. For eight, days together, the two armieg 


| cannonaded each other acroſs the, river, Bha-ſukur being encamped on the o- 


mer ſide; but be had alſo tops, on this. ſide the river which fronted Aal wer. 
di- qhan: che main of his army was on the other ſide with the Bagrawty on his 
flank, and the leſſer river of Adji on his front; and fo. well was he ſerved 
by Mir- habib, that he had alſo a floop anchored on the middle of the river, 
the artillery of which played on the flank of the Bengal army, and proved 4: 
great bar to their crofling the River: fo that Aali- verdi- -qhan ordered his 
troops to croſs over in a dark night upon a bridge of boats; after Which they 


were to croſs the Adji alſo, upon another ſuch a bridge, and then to fall imme. 


diately on the Marhatta camp. As the country extending from the Adji on. 


both fides of the Bagrawty was free ſrom Mlarliattas, the VI iceroy found mean: 
to form a bridge ich large boats, and to carry his wh 8 — army over with a great 
deal of eaſe and in one night ; after which the boats of fi e middle of the bridge 


being let down the ſtream, by one and two at a time, were rai 8 at the mouth 


of the Adj. It happened that the Marhattas were faſt 2 dog ſo. was thei: 


fortune) and that no Body did hail the boats, or if any did, the boatmen would 


give them an anſwer, and then would continue to flide down; by ſuch a mance-- 


vre, a number of boats were aſſembled in the Adſi, where they ſerved to make a 


bridge over it; and i It was compleated, a little before day break, at about half a 


coſſe above the Marhatta Camp; nor did the Marhattas get any intelligence of | 
this double manoeuvre, or even. ſuſpect any thing. of either, and therefore they 
made no kind ol oppoſition. The ſecond bridge then being finiſhed, Aali-ver- 
di- qhan ordered his beſt commanders with their brigades to pals on foot and in 
Glence : theſe were Muſtepha-qhan, and Sbimſhir-qhan, and Umer-qhan and 
Rehem-qhan, and Djaafer-qhan : he was himſelf. at the head of the bridge, 


and recommended to them to crols « over 1 . and to fall at once upon cha 
enemy 
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cneng, without giving chem time to recover from atheir ſurprize: aſſuring chem 


et che ſame time, that whilſt chey ſhould be engaged, himſelf with the main of 


enemy time to formand to remedy the diforder. The ſcheme was well layed; and 


the braveſt and moſt forward of the army, reſolved to gain honour, were already 


paſſing over the brid ge, when by an unforeſeen accident, one ortwo of the boats in 


the middle af the bridge gave way, and ſunk. The night being dark, and thoſe on 
the bridge making haſte to advance, whilſt thoſe behind were heedleſſſy puſhing 
forwards, vaſt numbers of men fell in the water, and were ſwallowed up in the 
eddies of an unexpected death. It is credibly reported that fifteen hundred 


brave men loſt their lives by that accident, and ſome ſay much mor 


| it was 
aſter loſing ſuch a number of men, chat the breach at the bridge became known, 
and people ſtopped ſhort where they were, in expectation of ſeeing it repaired 
Eut Aali-verdi-qhan was ſo well ſerved, that the breach vs made up inſtantly 
by other boats; and the Hremoſt and braveſt paſſed on eagerly. The day was 
ging to dawa, and hardly two or three thouſand men had paſſed: when theſe 
Wes” conſulted together, conclũded that if they gave time tothe enemy i 
fake a view of their numbers, the aſtair might take a bad turn; but chat if the 


Gould fall to. immedi ately, every thing might be expected from the ſurpr riſes 


The valorous chieſs after a ſnort eonſultation, took to their ſabres and bucklers, 


23d making a ſhort prayer, they puſhed on at full ſpced, and in an infant 
broke through the enemy's encampment. Cries aiote Tn, that Aall- 
verdi - qhan was arrived; and that mighty army of Marhattas, without larcher 


inquiry and witboutfurther rintellige nce, mounted immedi izcely and fied onallides, 


lure, ſent them back to ferry the people over; and in a little time elephants ard 


£220n, and heavy arullery, and numbers af troc ps vere already on this fide, 


and. 


Foals 
the army would croſs the river, and ſupport them betimes, without giving the. 


whiiſt the braves that ere * with ſabres as deſti Uckive and as ſudden 


en a De ain 3 crofied the river | in his Re ot Pare: 
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A bridge breaks. . 
and occations a 
great loſs of men 
to the Vicerey. 


The Marhat- 
tas ſeverely 
uandled. 
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| and eager to > engage che enemies. Their general having ranged em in or. 
der, departed immediately, overtook his vanguard, and continued the purſuit, 
making a great ſlaughter of the enemies. The Marhattas with all their boats 


and all their power, having juſt taken-up what any one could carry upon his 


horſe, left the remainder where it was, and continued flying inceſſantly, with- 


out ever looking behind, or taking notice of che ſmall number and diſorder cf 


their enemies. After having run over a deal of ground and diſtanced their 


purſuers, ſome of chem took time to breathe ; and on looking behind, they ob. 


ſerved the ſmall number of their purſuers : upon which they turned about and 


Kirmiſhed in advancing about one mile; when having diſcovered that Aali- 


: verdi- qhan was in full march with his whole army and artillery, ready to chaſ- 


tiſe them, chey made no ſtand, but turned about and continued their flight. 

AALI-VERDI-QHAN was the more inclined to aſcribe this victory to the 
particular care of providence, as the accident happened to thoſe unfortunate: 
mea at the bridge, might have been of the utmoſt conſequence, his vanguard 
being compoſed wholly of their friends and relations: he cherefore gave his 
troops ſome reſt, and for that day encamped in the Machatta camp. .The 


dead bo lies were fiſhed- up; diſengaged from their arms, and clothes; and 


waſh21 and pied, according to law, and committed to the earth. It was 


obſerved chat they had a blueiſh appearance. Doubtleſs it was becauſe the 
weather was ſo very hot, it being the end of the rains; and becauſe the unfor- 
tunate people being ſtreightened by their arms and clothes, had undergone 4 
kind of ſtrangulation and choaking. This remarkable victory was obtained 
in the month ef Shaaban of the year 1155 of the Hedjrah ; and Bha-ſukur ſen- 
fible that he had done 25 much as could be done, took to the vallies of tle 
Pachaet country: his troops in the utmoſt fear and confuſion, evacuating the 
diſtrictsof H8 iy, Bardevan, and Midni »8r, and all the Seer 8 which 
they had taken poſſeſſion of: they were flying every where, and every where 


Rarſved by Aaali-verdi- qhan, who i intent on their deſtr OT did not take 4 
„ days 
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475 reſt. Blia-· ſukur intimidated by che enemy S eagerneſs, truck! into a track 
fall of brambles and thorny broken grounds, where the purſ uers and the pur- 


ſued were hardly differenced by a diſtance of fix or ſeven coſſes: in a few days 
they both arrived in a woody tract full of ſnakes and large red ants, but ſo in 


credibly beſet with tall trees and underwood, that in no part of the foreſt could 
twohorſemen paſs a breaſt; in ſo mueh that it became impoſſible for the officers 
to know where their own men were: ſo far from being able to hear of the ene- 
my. Buha · ſukur unable to open his way to his own frontiers, through ſuch a dif- 
ficult country; and at a loſs how to manage with ſuch an enemy at his heels, 
found himfelf obliged to leave the management of the march to Mir-habib; 
and that able general found means to bring him back to the woods of Biſhen- 
pst, from whence he proceeded through the plain of Chendracona ; and at laſt 
emerged about Midnipgr. From thenee he ſent troops to oppoſe Sheh-maaſs8m 
in greſſi : x commander who encamped at Hariarp8r wich a handful of men. 
The Marhattas informed of the: feebleneſs of his force, felt upon him, after "3 
ving ſeveral times offered him terins, which he has often refuſed ; ſo that the 
brave officer liſtening only to his fenſe of honour and fidelity, came out of his 


lines with his handfal of men, and after a furious engagement which coſt much 


blood, he felt Eke a brave many ſelſing his life to the higheſt bidder; | 
Mtan while Aali-verdi-qhan informed that the Marhattas having given 
bim thie flip, bad themſelves in the Midnip8r, marched back from that 
difficult country; and having ctofled the whole-Bardevan, he advanced with 
xreſolution to attack them. So much expedition and perſeveran ce could not 
but add to the fears of the Marhatta General, who far from being recovered from 
bis Panick of Cat waz fled again from Mldnipsr, and then to Baliſſer- bender 
(Balaſfor) all this while without being able to get rid of his purſuers, as the, 
Viceroy was conlinuing tis purſuit, without giving himſelf any reſt. The Mars 
katta red with fo much obſtinacy, faced about and reſolved to try his chance 
aid. Tbe action was wean an] coſt the lives of a number of brave men 
3 * | on 
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on boch ſides ; but Fall wich a greater loſs on che ſide of Bha-ſukur, why 
finding chat his difficulties encreaſed upon him, fled again, and was fil 
purſued by the hraveſt. and heſto mounted ot the Bengal army: whilſt the 


Viceroy followed with ithe main and dh artillery of ſuch large cannon, a: 
would have ſhaken the globe. Matters came to ſuch a paſs, chat the 
Marbattas often cut down, and then 'endlefily purſued, and often expe- 
riencing the heavy blows of the enemies, at laſt loſt courage, and 
could not be brought to face about, or to ſtand their ground for half an 
hour; and their general eternally purſued, fled again, until he reached the 
laſt boundaries of greſſa, and even through the frontiers of Decan; ſo that 
the Viceroy continued the parſuit as far as the Chilca-lake, where finding 


GEE NY enemy before him, and even no traces of their laguers, he returned, 


erowned witli glory to Catec, Where hearing how bravely and faithfully 
be had been ſerved by Shch-maaſtm, he ſent for his family, condoled wi.h it, 


. care of its well being. I he poſtofthbat brave man was given to Ab- 


dol- nebi- qhan, uncle to Muſtepha-qhan, on whoſe recommendation his mi- 
litary degree was raiſed up to three thouſand horſe, to which diſtinction was 
added an augmentation in the effective men of his regiment, a kettle-drum, 


a fringed Paleky, and the title of Bahadyr or Valliant. ' A number of other 
troops were commanded to attend him; and he received ſtrict orders to keep 
a watchful eye over the enemy's motions. This officer, on his nephew's invi- 
tation had quitted Samana, the place of his nativity and chat of his anceſtors; 
and with a choice body of men, compoſed entirely of his own nation, and of- 
Keered: by his own family, he had joined the army a little after the battle of 
Bardevan, where he had offered his ſervices to the Viceroy. His brigade, 
Which was of no les than five thouſand men, was ordered to remain with 


him; and to this was added a body of muſqueteers and as much artillery 


and neceſſaries as the time and place ſeemed to require. But as the man, 


being a rough ſoldier, underſtood very little ot adminiſtration, Re the {on of 
2 0 . „ ge | | che 
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the firſt miniſter Nami, was ordered to attend to that buſineſs under the 


title of his Piſhcar or agent: this was Radja D818bram. 


IT was after thoſe arrangements had already been taken, that news, 


came of Abel. man[Br-qhan's 8 arrival at Azimabad, and alſo of ſome. 


difobliging actions of his, which rendered it neceſſary to find a remedy, | 
unleſs he came to ſome conceſſions.” Such an intellipence haying ba. 
ſlened che Viceroy" 8 departure from Catec, he recommended the coun- | 
try and inhabitants to the care of the new governor, hung at his ear 00 
pendants of wholeſome advice, and fer « out to his return to MSrſh8dabad, 


carrying with bim his two fons-i in. law, his friends and the reſt of his troops. 


He traverſed the Midnipsr : and Bardevan; and i it was in this laſt place he 
receir ed intelligence that Abs! man{8r-qhan had returned to his own coun- 
try. This was at the very time when Aali- verdi- -qhan was taking meaſures 
to drive him away: The fngular behaviour of that pretended ſuccourer had 


made ſuch an impreſſion ON his mind, that fore days before, he had put this 
queſtion to Muſtepha- qhan. ; «G2; General, = Cai : he, ry «you hear that the Viceroy 
4 of A8d acts very much like an enemy: hi dif poſes of every thingi in my coun» 
" © try, , with e as little Ceremony as if he were at home: ould 1 It Lecome neceſſa- 

* ry to make him change his manners, how are 25 to manage? for the Mar- 
1 hattas find me work enough. - The general, without heſitation arſver- 
ed, that be did not fee there any matter that ſhould require much aeliveration ; let 
Jour bighnejs tear this man to pieces,added he, and let me ſeramper after the other ; ; 
and reft aſſured that a good account ſhall be given of bim. Whilſt the Viceroy 
was muſing on this anſwer, news came that Baladjirio, the Marhattta genera - 
limmo, having ſet out by the Emperor's order for ſuccouring Bengal, was ar- 
rived at a few days from Mar ſhꝭdabad; to chat the Viceroy haſtened his march, 
ſenſible that he would hardly haye landed 1n his palace, before he ſhould have 


been obliged to leave it again. 


—— * > 
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By this time the news of the” Arden over the Marhattas, had hacked . 
Imperial court; and the Emperor, perfectly ſatisfied with the Viceroy's con- 
duct, wrote him with his own hand a letter full. of encomiums, beſtowed on. 
Wii the title of Heſſam-el- mull, or {word of the kingdom; and added to that 
favour that of a rich Sabre and Poinard, with a Serpich or circlet, and Djica 


or Aigrette, and a chaplet of large pearl ; ; and not content. with thoſe honours, 


he ſent him a whole dreſs of his own wearing. He atthe ſame time complied. 


vith the petition he had ſent up, and conferred new titles and new honours, on 


the principal perſons of his family : Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, who enjoyed al- 
ready the title of the valorous i in wars, was decorated with that of the reſpecta· 


ble of the Empire; Sayd- .ahmed- qhan, already the impetuous in battles, was pro- 


| claimed that of the important ofthe Empire; and Zin-ed-din-ahmed- -qhan,already 


the impoſing in battles, became the honor of the ſtate... At the ſame time the 


epithet of the honoured of the Empire was beſtowed on Ata-ollah- -Ghan, and 
thoſe of Ban or Lord, and Bahadyr or Valiant, on Maſtepha-qhan, who alſo 


received the patents of a command of three thouſand horſe... 
Bur as we have only been hinting at the extreme impropriety f Abl. 
manſbr- qhan- s conduct at Azimabad, it becomes our duty to explain that: 


ſubje& more fully. His arrival at that city happened about the beginning of 


| Sherval 1155, and his departure about the erid of the next month, preciſely a- 


bout che time when Aali-verdi- qhan finding no enemies to contend-with, gave 


the purſuit over, at the lake of Chilca, and returned victorious to Carec, where 


he received thoſe letters from Azimabad that excited his indignation. But he 
was already in the neighbourhood of M8rſh8dabad, when there appeared on 
the oppoſite neighbourhoodjof that city, two Marhatta armies, tull as dangerous 
the one as the other, although Rago-dji-bhofllah, who commanded the one 
was come to ravage Bengal, and the Generalifſimo Baladjirio, who was at the 


head of the other, had orders to Protect and ſuccour chat country: this was 
in the year 1156.. It was at ſuch à conjuncture, that thoſe whom the proſ- 


perity 
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bound means to throw a very invidious light on the nature of the connection 
between my honoured father, and Ab81- -manſ8r-qhan. So flight an acquain- 
tance, which had been forced upon him by the neceſſity of the times, was 


converted into a crime within Aali-v erdi-qhan' 8 hearing, and eſpecially i in the 


preſence of i nephew, who was Governor General of Bahar. Such an i impu- 


tation drew conſequences after it, which did not fail to put an end to the 


intimacy that had hitherto ſubſiſted between thoſe illuſtrious perſons, and to 


turn 33 of love and attachment into mutual diſguſt and heart burnings: 


this miſunderſtanding happened in the following manner. m_ ns the 


rainy ſeaſon was over, and the miry roads were already drying up, AbSI- 
manſ$r-qhan ſet ont of A84 his Capital, and advanced towards Azima-bad & 


he was at the head of a very reſpe cable force, conſiſting of about ten thouſand 


Hindoſtanies, all ſtout men, well mounted, and well accoutred; and ſeven 


thouſand Moguls, all well armed, and all mounted on horſes of their own. 
country: theſe were moſtly deſerters from the army of Nadyr ſhah; all old 

fliers, accuſtomed to long marches, and frequent ſucceſſes: he had beſides 
2 numerous artillery well ſerved (19); and it was followed by a camp amply 
tuniſhed with every thing that coeld be defired. On his ſetting out he wrote 
in theſe terms to Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Ilah-abad, who was his friend a and 
patron ; * your reſpectful friend oa his' Majeſty's ſpecial commande „backed 
* by your — advice and requeſt, is going to ſuccour the Viceroy of Ben. 
„gal, who is hard preſſed by the Markattas. But as ſuch an expedition ſhalt 
* to all, appearance be liable to a variety of difficulties and obſtacles z and on 
ee the other hand, it is well known that my own government is a continual 


« ſcene of inſurrections and troubles, and full of Zeminda 8, accuſtom eil to in- 


* ſubordination and independence, RE 8 refract Ty necks of courſe require 


* — 
_—_— 
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(i) Theſe Expreſſions of our author about arti Irie well ſeryed, ought not to miſlead the reader ; for although 


tnole expreſſions occur frequently, it is certain that all thoſe ar:ileries were as cu aberſome aud as ill- mounted 


and ſerved as were the artilleries of. Europe three hundred years ago. It is only ſince the year 1760, that ſome In- | 


dians have put themſelves upon the footing of having an artillery mounted and ſerved near ly: | in the European 


manner; although it is indubitable that they had gunpowder and fire arms lo carly as fivethouſand years ago, as it 
is indubit able that filkworms, Grecian fire or gunpowder and F ombikin: Ws, or Pambakinus, that 1 Pamback or Cot» 


ton came together fram India to Europe in Juſtinian's NG; about twelve centuries ago. 


FEES: _ continually | 
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7 continually a embing. hand ; my "NPY at the very ſetting out becomes 
60 perilous. 1 can neither leave my Conſort and family amongſt them, nor 
5 carry them decently along with me; nor do I poſſeſs or ſee about me, any 
4 ſuch place of ſhelter, where I might leave them with ſafety: your humble 
« Servant ſupplicates, therefore, that you vouchſafe him the fortreſs of 
« Chennar; after which favor your reſſ 20 ſuitor, having his heart ſet at eaſe 
« x orig theſe two, delicate articles, ſhall proceed with-peace of mind on his 
2 expedition.” X  Emir-qhan on peruſing chat letter, complied with the requeſ'; 

4 | and ſending Abs! manſt r- qhan the patent of governor of Chennar, he ordered 


his own governor to evacuate the place, and to deliver it to him. Abl. man- 


{8r- qhan furniſhed Drs "e's credentials, threw a bridge of boats on the Ganga, 

at Banares; and having croſſed over, he went with his whole family to ſee and 

admire the fortreſs of Chennar (20), after which he placed in ita garriſon and 

a Governor of his own, and continued his rout to Azimabad, together with 

his Conſort and family : his deſign being to ſend them back immediately 

to Chennar, ſhould there be a neceſſity of fighting the enemy at Azima- bad. 

Abzranſgr- He marched with a pomp equally warlike and impoſing. The poorman's fa- 


qhan, marches 


TR of Ben. ther, Seid Hedaict-aali-qhan Bahadyr,was at that time Deputy Governor of the 
province of Azimabad, waere he ſoon received from his maſter Zin-eddin- 


ahmed-· qhan, a letter in theſe terms: Ab8l-man{8r-qhan, the impetuous in 
10 Mars, is commanded by the Imperial court to come to the aſſiſtance of his ſub- 
lime Highneſs, the formidable in battles, who is the intrepid of the ſtate, and 


« the ſword of the Empire. Whenever that General ſhall have come near the 


« City, you are to go out to meet him, and to do every thing which you ſhall 


, & deem proper for receiving, entertaining, welcoming, and obliging him; and 


« let there not happen any thing that may give him diſpleaſure,” 


As Ab81-manſ8r-qhan was approaching, a panic ſeized all the inhabitants 


—— 


, 


— 
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(20) Chennar, or as it is pronounced by the Natives Chennar · gur, although a fortreſs upon a rock, as are almoſt 
all the Fortreſſes of India, is not to be compared to Goahar, Rotaſs, Gandicotta, and ſo many others. It has no 
ground within itſelf capable of furniſhing for years together to the ſubſiſtence of a garriton; nor has it fo many 
coaveniencies. Nevertheleſs it is ſo happily ſeated on a neck of land, almoſt ſurrounded by the Ganges, that it 


commands effectually that riyer, and the plain on both ſides of the water. It is about fifteen Engliſh miles from 


Ranzreſs. 5 
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of Azim-abad, who dreaded the Charakter which thoſe deſerters from Nadyr- 
ſhah's army bore all over thoſe parts for their inſubordination and their fe- 


rocity. This character of their's was ſo well known, that the Citizens were as 


conſterned, as if they had been called up for the laſt judgment; they had 


heard of the cruelties excerciſed at the General maſſacre of Shah-djzehan-abad, 
and knew that their deputy governor, although furniſhed with a body 
of troops ſuitable to his office and ſtation, was by no means equal to a conteſt 
with ſo formidable a oueſt, who was followed by an unbridled ſoldiery, ofwhoſe 
fury and reſoluteneſs they had conceived the higheſt opinion. Nor was the 
Deputy-governor himſelf without his apprehenſions on that account, as he had 
not the leaſt connection with that General; and the neceſſity of providing for 
kis own honour, dictated the propriety of ſeeking out ſome mediator. Luckily 
for him, he now recollected that M8rid-qhan, the nobleman ſent from court, 
and relegated by Aali-verdi-qhan at Azimabad, was a Seyd of the race of the 
Tebatebas, as well as my honored father himſelf; and as this-circumſtance 
had ſoon produced an acquaintance which had occaſioned much intercourſe, 
and then a ſtrict intimacy, he was thought by my father the fitteſt pefon for 
the office of introductor and mediator with Ab81-man{8r-qhan : for he was 
himſelf a lord of the preſence, and had been at Dehly a great friend of Ab8l- 
manſgr- qhan's. To MSrid-qhan therefore he diſcloſed his apprehenſions in a 
diſtant indirect manner; and this nobleman having quieted his mind on that 
head, took upon himſelf the taſk of introducing him to that General: with 
that view he quttted the city, and went to meet that new comer, from whoſe 
camp he in a few day wrote to my father to inform him © that he might 
* come by all means, without any fear, and without giving himlclf the leaſt 
te uneaſineſs on what he had ſo much apprehended.” This letter was ac- 
companied by one from the General himſelf, which was conccived in terms 
full of kindneſs, and expreſſed a defire to ſee him. The Deputy-governor en- 


couraged by theſe letters advanced as far as Monir, where he paid his ref; peas 
| to 


Overbearing be- 
haviour of Ab31- 
manſgr-ꝗqhan's. 
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ts the General as he was paſting, by whom he was. received ad ſpoke to with 


much kindneſs and affability: after which he came with "his retinue to Azuma. 
bad, whets: one of Ab8l-mani{8r-qhan's firſt order, was 70 clear the caftle of eve. 
| ry thing and pern belonging 4 the Sbocruor General, Zin-eddin-abmed-gban. 


He had already ſent a? guard of Moguls to take poſſeſſion of the gates: ſo 
that it beeanie impoſſible to-bring any thing out of the Governor's lodgings; 
however, when night came on, my father ſent me with a number of truſty 
men, who found means to bring together in one place the furniture and 
things belonging to his maſter ; from whence they were carried with filence- 
and precaution out of the caſtle to a houſe that had been appropriated to' 


that ſervice, but from whence it became neceſſary to carry them farther a- 


gain into a houſe cloſe to our own lodgings, where they remained ſafe. The 


next day Ab$]- -manſ{8r-qhan. made a pompous entry into Azimabad; and 
without fopping any where, he repaired to the caſtle, where he placed a 
number of hi own men, after having taken a ſlight ſurvey of it; from thence 
he went to perform his devotions at the Mauſoleum: of his maternal uncle, 
(monument that goes by the name of Saadet-qhan's father ;) and after ha- 
ving religiouſly viſited the place, and pronounced a ſhort prayer, he returned 
to his camp, which had been pitched at Bakyr-poor- Thither he was follow- 
ed by every one of the Crown-officers, by the heads of office, by all the Man- 
baer and Zemindars, and Djaghirdars, and by all the men of diſtinction in 
the city, who made it a point to figure amongſt the foremoſt of thoſe that 
preſented him their Nuzurs and reſpects. But as he was exceedingly proud, 


and aſſuming, he barely received their homages, without paying any more 


attention to-the higheſt, than he did to the loweſt, of them; a diſdainful be- 
haviour that made every one of the viſitors return home very much diſſatisfi- 
ed with the ſucceſs of this viſit; nor did he ute the Governor General leſs ca- 
valierly. There were then at Az imadad ſome war-elephants perfectly well 


trained, which the Governor General had left there as a relource againſt the 
Mathattas ; 
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Marhattas; but Ab8l-man{8r-qhan no ſooner heard of them, than he ſent 
for my honored father, and deſired his making thoſe animals over to him on 
what price he choſe to fix upon them. Hediiet-aaly-qhan anſwered in theſe 
very words: My lord, neither my maſter is a merchant, nor is your ſer- 
e yant his ſhopkeeper. You area mighty lord and commander, and ſo is my 
« lord and commander: moreover there intervenes between you and him ſo 
« much intercourſe and union, that it would be-injurious to think that two 
„ {auch illuſtrious perſonages can become ſtrangers to each other: of courſe 
« whatever belongs to him, belongs alſo to his friend: your excellency there- 
fore may take whatever you pleaſe ; but I, as his ſervant, cannot give any 
cc thing, without an expreſs order from him.” To this {| peech no regard 
was paid ; and Ab81-manſSr-qhan having caſt the eye of covetouſueſs upon 
ſo tmall an object, as three or four elephants and three or four pieces of can- 
non, ſent for them by his own people, and kept them in his camp. Such 
proceedings having been reported at M8r{h8dabad, diſpleaſed Aali-verdi- 
qhan ſo much, that he wrote him a letter in a proper ſtyle, where he deſi- 
red him to forbear coming to M8rſh8dabad, as it would be better for him to re- 
turn to his own government. He allo ſent up a petition to the Emperor purport- 
« ing, that he did not ſtand in need of ſuch aſſiſters, as by God's bleſſing, 
« and under his Majeſty's auſpices, his ſervant would ſhew what he could per- 
« form; and that as no cordidliry could evertake place betweer ſuch a ſuccourer 
“and himſelf, his faithful ſubject, he hoped that Ab8l-manſ8r-qhan would 
* be ordered back to his own government.!“ The Emperor informed of the 
matter, wrote to Ab81- manſ8r-qlun, commanding his returning to his poſt; 
and in giving the letter to that general's agent, he intimated his pleaſure that 
his maſter ſhould depart immediately on the receipt of it. But before this or- 
der could arrive from the capital, Ab8l-manſ{8r-qhan was already intorm- 
ed of it's contents, as well as of the effect which Aali-verdi-qhan's repre- 
ration had made on the Emperor's mind: He had likewiſe received in- 


3 Z. telligence ; 


. preſented, 
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| tellig"nce by the ſame channel that Baladjirao, was by the Emperot's' own 


command putting himſelf in motion, and that he would ſoon be expected At 


| Azim-abad in his march to Bengal, where he was directed to ſuccour Ali. 


verdi-qhan. Now as there lubſiſted much enmity between that general and 


' Baladjirio on account of the bloody defeat given to Baladjirio's father by Sa. 


det · qhan, and of the many Marhatta commanders which had fallen in the vic. 


tor's hands, and were till kept confined by his Son-in-law Ab81-man(9r. 


qhan; the latter who ſuſpected every one of Baladjirios motions, thought it 


Heſt to be arrived betimes at A8d, his own capital- Quitting therefore Azim- 


abad without loſs of time, he advanced to Monir, where he croſſed the Gang 


on a bridge of boats, which he threw on that river; from whence he by long 


marches proceeded to his own country; and it was from Monir he diſmiſſed 


the Deputy governor, who out of reſpect had accompanied him ſo far. 


The author's 
- father is miſre- 


.- Tmis viſit of his to Ab81-manſ8r-qhan, although dictated by neceſſity, was 
repreſented by envy and detraction in a very bad light: it was varniſhed like 


wile wich an imputation of ſuch ſiniſter purpoſes, as had never ſo much as en- 


tered into that worthy man's mind; and as on the other hand both Aali-verdi- 
hy 8 


0 * 


. qhan, and his Nephew had already ſuſpicions againſt Msrid-qhan's journey 


and errand; and they were much diſpleaſed at ſome vile actions and ſoine ve- 

ry improper behaviour of Ab81-man{8r-qhan's; the accuſations againſt the 
Deputy ſunk the deeper in their minds as being ſeemingly founded on facts 
| uncontroverted. Both therefore were incenſed againſt him; and the young 
governor- general more than any other; but this however he kept conceal- 
ed in his mind, reſerving it for a proper opportunity, which he hoped 
would ariſe whenever his uncle ſhould have defeated and expelled the Marhat- 

tas: at which time he would be freed from the neceſſity of foreign aſſiſtance. 
However notwithſtanding io much diſimulation he at once ſubſtituted Riy- 
Chintamun-dals his Divan, to Hedatet-aali-qhan in the office of Naib or De- 
Puty-governor ot Azum-abad ; but this miniſter falling ſick after his actival at 
| | that 


that city, where he died after aſhort illneſs, the city remained for. ſome tizve 


EE RES 


« without ruler ar a man in power. It was at this critical moment that news came 


* 
—_— 


2 * 


” * 
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ol Baladjirao s approach with no leſs than forty of fifty thouſand horſe. And 
hat added to the terror of the inhabitants Was, that by this time it became 


known that all along his paſſage he hadexacted contributions; and that whoever 


bad payed with a good grace, had bad his perſon, lands, and country, T pared; but | 
that whoeverhad pretended to ſtand upon his defence, had not failed of having 
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his perſon plundered, his country ruined, and his tenants, put to the ſword. (2 19 
ſuch was the fate which availed a nobleman called Ahmed-qhan, Who was 
grand fon to Da8d-qhan Coreiſhy, and held in fief the two diſtricts of Incha 
and Gow in the province of Azim- abad, where he lived in Däsd-nugur a 
town which had been founded and peopled by his grand farther. * his man 
thinking that the Marhatta general, intent on going to Aali-verdi-qhan's aſ. 
iftance, would not loſe any time in forming ſieges, took ſhelter in Gho8f-gur 

a fort which he had built and fortified himſelf, cloſe to Di$d-migur, ani 
where he retired with his family, troops and all the merchants and moneyed- 
men of the country, reſolve to ſtand upon his defence, and to pay no contri- 
bution. Baladjirao informed of chis, ſent troops to chaſtile the man, and to 

deſtroy his fort. The troops advancing firſt againſt Da8d- -nugur, ſacked and 
burned it to the ground ; and then made uſe of the bricks and other mater ials 


to fall up the ditch of the Fort of Ghögs-gur, which was cloſe to it, and which 


they beſieged immediately. This ſight having put an end to Ahmed-qhan's 


pride, and alſo to his preſence of mind, he made his eſcape through one of the 
gates; and now convinced of his impotence, he av ailed himſelf of the media- 


tion of ſome merchants within the Fort, to make his peace with the Marhattas, 


and to rinſom his life for fifty thouſinl rupees, 
Suck violences and extortions ſoon came to the ears 1555 the citizens of Azim- 


zbad, who became ditratedſs vich fears and apprehenſions: ; Ther aſſembled in 


r 


Es 
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2 1) What are we to think of thoſe Fan 8 thoſe Generaliſſimoes ſent by an Imperial order to ſuccour 2 


Province of the Empire; and what are we to conclude from their treating every W here that Province as an ene- 
's country? that the Empire had loſt all that reſpect formerly payed to it, and adminiitrationy its energy ; 41d 
et courſe that a revolution was at hand, as in fact it loon took place. 
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great numbers about my bonoured father's houſe, and the principal of 


them repreſented that he was the only man of weight and authority in 


the city; and of courſe the only one that 885 exert himſelf lo et. 


fectually, as to provide for the honour and ſafety of thoſe multicudes of 
honeſt folks that lived within thoſe walls.” F or all anſwer Hedaiet- 
aali-qhan, who had already ſent his family on the other ſide of the 
Ganga (22), adviſed them all to ſecure their properties and families i in the 
ſame manner; after which he promiſed to ſtand by them at all ev ents. This 
advice having been complyed with, that noblemen waited anxiouſly with all the 
inhabitants in expectation of what might come to be their fate. In this general 


conſternation heaven ſeemed to have ſuſcited a Saviour for them. There hap- 


pened to bein thoſe very days at Azimabad, a very extraordinary man (to whom 


may God have granted letters of naturalifation in the kingdom of Paradiſe! ) 
this man was SEyd-aalim-ollah, Tebateba, Grand-father of me, the moſt 
inconſiderable of mankind, who chanced to arrive in that city at a time when 
nothing was to be heard of or leen, but uproar and conſternation. In vain did 
his Son, our honoured Hedaiet-aali-qhan, ſupplicate his highneſs to croſs the 
Ganga with the others, and to take his abode on the other fide ; the venerable 
nobleman refuſed to liſten to ſuch an advice, both becauſe it was derogatory 
to his perſonal dignity, and becauſe i it would betray a lack of confidence in the 
reſourſes. of providence. But as in conſequence of his {kill in the interpreta- 
tion of the word of God, he ſcemed to be taught and inſpired by God bimſcif, 
ſo as to have ſome fore-knowledge of his ineffable ways; ſo he was far from ta 
king fright, as others had done; and he inceſſantly exhorted them to tarry in t 
city, as no harm would befal any one of them. One day he mounted very 
early his horſe, and againſt his cuſtom, he went alone, and ſo faras to take a 
circuit of the whole extent of the walls; and on his return, as if he had made 


ſome diſcovery, or had received ſome inſpiration from above he bid my father 


— 


(22) This river is a ſufficient Barier. It confiſts in the drieſt weather of three ſtreams, divided by ſands, but 
fifteen or tweaty feet de2p; aud in the rains thoſe ſtream s unite, and form a ſheet of water ſeveral miles 61 ad 


up 8 a deptt ol ii, ſeven aud ten iathoms; aud the ſtream runs then at the rate of from ſeyen to _twelyo miles 
Per Our. : 


be 


— 
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be of good cheer,exhorted him to encourage be lbibimaic end ſteadily aſſur- 
1 them, that no one amongſt them would feel any thing of the ſtorm which was 
drawing near. Thanks, infinite thanks be to God, that the event happened pre- 
ciſely as it had been fore told! ſuch was chat admirable perſonage; and were we 
to mention every thing we know of the dignity of his behaviour;and of the wiſ. 
dom of his words, that mention would foon ſwell into a complete volume. But 


— 


— 
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 sthebumbleſtand moſtiriconiderable of mankind; has ventured to writea piece 
of verſes under the title of the Pries hum anity, in which I am endeavouring to 
give a feeble and very unadequate idea of his extraordinary character, and of a 
ſew of his very ſingular ſayings and actions, I flatter myſelf that the curious ſhall 
condeſcend to recur to that ſmall performance: at preſent our buſineſs is to 


- N — — 
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mention the fingular manner in which an attentive providenee has vouchſafed 
to interpoſe a finger in this unexpected event. It happened by the emanation 
of divine mercy, and the merits of his Majeſty ' the prince of meſſengers, as 
well as thoſe of his pure and immaculate offspring, that a gentleman, named 


Govind-dji-naic, who was a diſtant relation of Baladjirio's, chanced then 
to be occupied in mercantile matters, and in the banking buſineſs at Banareſs;' 
from whence he had extended his concerns to Azimabad and to the country 
adjoining; in both which capacities he had chanced to be ſeveral times employ- 
ed by my honoured father in his times of power and proſperity. In this man- 
ner he had made no inconſiderable gains, and had obtained a variety of benefits 
that had produced an honourable well-being for him. This man who had never 
forgot the many favours he had received, and was thoroughly ſenfible of the 
truth of that adage, that benefit is not to be requited but by benefit ; reſolvedto avail 
himlelf of his relationſhip, in order to procure ſome advantage to his ancient be- 
neſactor. F ull of this idea, he made haſte to quit Banareſs, and to repair to 
Daladjiraos camp, here he expoſed to that generaliſſi md his kinſman,how much 
he had been benefited by Hediict-aali-qhan's patronage, and how much i it wa? 
4 A LL in- 
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The city of 
&Azimabad ref - 
aued from im- 
pending devaſta 
tion and plun- 
dels. 
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OTE: vida his Seide to avail himſelf of the preſent opportunity to 
make ſome return. He ended his requeſt by ſupplicating che generaliſſimo *tq- - 


« ule that nobleman in ſuch a manner, as that the load of gratitude that reſted 


«© ſo heavily on his Kinſman's ſhaulder, might become lighter at leaſt, if not 


«© taken away altogether. «© The requeſt pleaſed the generaliſſimo: he praiſel 
the motives of his kinſman's eagerneſs; and he wrote immediately to Hedäict. 
aali- qhan a letter full of kindneſs and encomiums, in which he exhorted him to 
ſtay fearleſly in the city, and to tranquiliſe the minds of the inhabitants, as fer 


bis ſake, he was reſolved to offer no injury to any one of them. Not content 


with that, he accompanied his letter with ſeveral articles of the richeſt and moſt 


curious manufactures of Decan ; and thanks be to God, he proved as good 


as his word ; for it pleaſed his divine mercy out of regard to the merits of my 


pure-minded and immaculate bodied, anceſtors, to keep at a diſtance: that 
hurricane of evils which was going to break upon the city of Azimabad. 


Thanks be to the divine mercy, and to the merits of his meſſenger, that the ye- 


nerable perſonage we have been mentioning with lo much reſpect, having in 


his many peregrinations chanced to make a long lojourn at Azimabad, every 


tongue became buſy in publiſhing adequate encomiums on the purity of his 


| morals, and the benignity of his behaviour and deportment. Nor can it be 


denied but that it is to the merits of that venerable perfonnage, and to the opi- 
nion entertained by all ranks of the benefits derived from his preſence, that the 


world muſt aſcribe that conſtant regard and attention every where ſhewn to me 


the moſt inconſiderable of mankind, but his grand ſon, and to every one of his 


relations and deſcendants. It is to the influence of. thoſe merits. of his, that J 
aſcribe the many ſignal deliveries and providential eſcapes. through which I 
have ede than once reſcued from the moſt imminent dangers. 

44 Tt is before his death that the worthy man's merits muſt be known, and placed to his 


account; . 


« For none deſerves to be deemed ſuch, but he that carries ſuch a character to the very 


grave. | 
AFTEE 
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ArrERa digreſſion which the reader ſhall ſet to the account of the impor- 
co the thread of our hiſtory. Baladjicio ſenſible that an army of Marhattas 


approve himſelf as good as his word, quitted Di8d- -pSr; and ſtriking to the 


at ſome diſtance from that city, through Manp8r and Bahar, from whence: - 


he came again into the high road by Mongher and Baghalp8r: two popu- 


lous towns, the territory and inhabitants of which ſuffered exceedingly from 


the paſſage of his troops. Numbers had fled to the other {ide of the Ganga; 
but a lady of diſtinction, relict of Ghos8 -ghan (a general of great character 
whom we have feen flain at the battle of Gheriah) being unable for want 
of means to croſs the river with her numerous tamily; and having it not in 


her power to provide otherwiſe for her ſafety; reſolved to ſtand her ground 


than to behold their women defiled or. even attempted ; and finding them 


willing, ſhe ſhut-up the doors, of her houſes, barricaded her quarter, and arm- 


{ne prepared to defend herſelf againſt that mighty hoſt of foes. All the in- 
libitants had fled, or had ſubmitted to defilement, and ſack, and plunder; 
and it was only from that cluſter of ruinous dwellings, that ſome oppoſition 
was exhibited, and a report of ſom? ring was heard. The plunderers ſur- 
priſed at ſo unexpected an appearance, ſurrounded the refractory quarter, 


and were in doubtwhetherthey ſhould force itor not; for the firing went on, and 


miration mixed with curioſity. Upon enquiry about that ſtrange event, he was 


dance of the perſonnage, and the ſingularity of the event, we ſhall return 
would never remain under controul at the fight, of plunder, and anxious to 


right, he continued his route by Ti icarry and Gaya, behind Azimabad, and 


and to defend her honor to the very laſt drop of her blood. This Heroine 


called her relations and dependants together, exhorted them to periſh rather 


ing her dependants with a {:nall number of ruſty muſquets then at hand, 


ſome of their men were falling. But mean while intelligence of chis ſtrange event 


having reached the cars of the Marhatta general, it excited a ſenſe of ad- 


uformed, es that the widow'0s à renowned general, being through poverty una- 


6 able.; 
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Singular reſo- 
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dy at BaghalpSry 
who defends 
her quarter and 
houſe againſt 
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* ble to provide herſelf with lodgings and ſubſiſtence. on. the other fide of the 
£6 Vater, had reſolyed to bury herſelf under the ruins of her houſe, rather "uh 
6 to ſuffer Any defilement : that me had barricaded ber quarter, and with 2 
| 5 handful of dependants, whom her reſolution had rouſed, ſhe was: defending 
a it ſo well, chat the plunderers, little accuſtomed to find lo much reſiſtance, 


| "MM had not dared to attempr it, and were only looking at it from afar.” The 
| intelligence pleaſed Balad Jirao : he was aſtoniſhed to find ſo much daningneſs; in 


a woman; and not content with praifing her reſolution, he ſent her a kind meſ- 

age, which he accompanied with a preſent of ſome curious ſtuffs of Decan, 
4 ; ; and ſome curious brocades ; and to put her houſe and quarter out of all dan. 
ger, he ſent a detachment of his body-g guards to take charge of it, with orders 
[ not to ſtir from thence, until the whole army ſhould be goneand far off. He 
'q | added, that they would anſwer to him for ary inſult ſhe might ſuffer. After 
q N giving this order he continued his route by the hilly country; and the guards 
having ſtrictly executed their orders, took a reſſ pectful leave of the heroine, and 
rejoined their main. The Marhatta general continued his route through hill 
and woods, and after ſome days march, he emerged in the plains of the Birbo- 
hom, whic h is a tract in che neighbourhood of M8rſh8dabad. 


"Rnaco-p jI-BHOSSLAH was on his fide approaching that city. That 
prince incited by Bha-ſukur his general, had ſet-up another army, with which 
| h he had again invaded Bengal, near the capital of which he was now encamped, 
1 t whilſt Baladjirio was on rhe other fide ; ſo that the unhappy country was in prey 
to two armies of free-booters at one and the ſame time, and ſeemed to be co- 

vered by an innundation. .Baladjirao being yet encamped below Baghalpsr, 

Aali-verdi-qhan gave him the meeting there at the head of a numerous army; 

and on hearing that the generaliſſimo was juſt landed in his quarter, he went to 
Ambiguous | 


| | meeting of the make him a viſit. It was on the bank of the Ganga. As ſoon as he was de- 
| Viceroy of Ben- | 


gal with the <£©..: | 2 . ; : 
 Marhatta gene. ſcribed, the Marhatta general advanced to meet him, and, having embraced 


C I him according to the Hindoſtanee cuſtom, he brought him by the hand to bis 


tent 
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tent where he made him ſit cloſe to himſelf on che ſame muſnud ; fo that thoſe 


mighty perſonages gave an image of the conjunction of thoſe two celeſtial bo- 
dies, Mars and Jupiter. After the uſual compliments, and the cuſtomary cere- 
monies and preſents, they parted ; ; and Aali-verdi-qhan returned to his 
camp. This ambiguous viſit was returned the next day; and the Vice- 
roy of Bengal having advanced a great way to meet his gueſt, brought 
him to his tent of audience, where he made him fit on the ſame Muſnud 
wich himſelf; and Paan (Beetle,) and eſſence of roſes having been ſerv- 
ed, . number of trays were brought in, which contained a variety of the moſt 
curious and coſtly ſtuffs ; and to theſe were joined a number of plates of 
gold, ſtrewed with a variety of jewels and gems; after which came a chap- 
let of pearl and a lofty elephant. Some words were likewiſe exchanged a- 
bout the neceſſity of quieting the country, and oppoſing Rhago-dji; after 
which Baladjirio took his leave and returned to his camp. The next morn- 
ing the Viceroy ſent a meſſage about the propriety of driving Rhago-dji out 
of Bengal. The other anſwered the propoſal, by bringing forward the cht, 


or annual tribute which was theſe many years due by the province of Azim- 
abad; and he added ſome complaints about its not being paid this long while. 
It was Muſtepha-qhan, and the Viceroy of Bahar, who were entruſted with 
the meſſage and anſwer ; and as neceſſity knows no laws, the total of the 


outſtanding debt was caſt up; and although it amounted to a mighty ſum, 


payment was promiſed. The Viceroy took from thence occaſion to propoſe 


that the two armies ſhould march jointly againſt Rhago- dji; and at the ſame 
time he beat the general, as if intending to march directly. But this was forbid- 
den by the generaliſſimo, who ſent a perſon of conſequence to carry the meſ- 


ſage; and as it became expedient to comply with the injunction, the Viceroy 


ma few days paid down che whole of che outſtanding debt, and took occaſion 


to renew his requeſt of marching againſt what he called the common enemy; 
that is, againſt Rhago-dji. This Marhatta Prince who now lay encamped 


betwecn 
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between Catwa and Barde vanz was ſoon apptiſed of this union of um 
true or apparent; and thinking himſelf an undermatch for ſuch powerful ad. 
verſaries, by one of which his troops had been ſo often conquered, he thoughit 
it expedient to march off, taking his route by the wieſtern tracts of Bengal. 
The Viceroy informed of this retreat, croſſed the Bagraty, and purſued vigo- 
rouſly. But after one or two days march, he received a meſſage from Bala 1. 
jiräg, which requeſted, His not parting with him, as he conceived that the 
% Bengal army would not be able to overtake the enemy: he added, „ that 
« if he perſiſted, he would be ovligel to take another road, in which caſe he 
4 reckoned that in a fe days he would ſoon overtake the flying enemy, and 
* give a good account of him. And really he marched off the next day, and 
having ſoon overtaken Rhago-dji, he gave him-a defeat, and forced him to 
quit the plains, and to retire. through the chains of weltern hills, from whence 


the latter expected to reach his own frontiers byfollowing certain yallies: this re- 


treat he effected, but it was at the expence of the greateſt part of his baggage, 


which he left by the way. This flight of the maſter having ſtruck a panick 
in his Lieutenant Bha-ſukur, who was encamped at Midnips , he raiſed his. 
camp immediately, and took to the mountains that border on greſſa, flying 
all the while in the utmoſt diforder and conſternation. His diſtreſs affordei 
Baladjirio a full opportunity to retire on his ſide. This generaliſſimo under pre- 
tence of executing the Imperial order, and ſuccouring the Viceroy, had in re- 
ality put him under contribution as well as his whole country; and having 
now received the arrears which he pretended, and carried ſome other points, 
he retired to his dominions in Decan: and his camp and equipage were already 
far off, when his Vekil or agent, who had tarried behind to put the finiſhing, 
hand to ſome affairs that had been entruſted to his care and to Maſtepha- 


qhan, preſumed ſo far on the prevalence of the Marhatta power, and the feeble- 


neſs of the Empire, as to make uſe of improper expreſſions, and to talk in a 


high ſtrain. This being more chan could be borne by that General, who 
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was naturally ſudden and haughty, he threatened the agent with getting 
his clothes torn to ſhivers upon his back; and this order having been put in 

execution inſtantly, the agent retited covered with ſhame and diſgrace, but 
with a quick reſentment at the inſult that had been offered to his perſon and 
character: he talked of breaking the conferences and returning to his maſter; 
but as ſuch a ſtep would have produced very heavy conſequences, the Vice- 
roy ſent for him, excuſed his General's improper behaviour on the natural 
haſtineſs of temper incident to a rough: ſoldier, ſoothed his mind, and then 
made him a preſent of a rich Qhylaat, to which was added, a horſe, and ſome: 
oher articles that difarmed his reſentment: By this time Baladjirio was alrea- 
dy at ſome day's journey; and the agent having been diſmiſſed with high de- 
monſtrations of regard and honor, made haſte to rejoin his maſter. When he- 
was gone, the Viceroy ſent for Mauſtepha-qtian and with a deal of ſeriouſneſs: 
he informed him that his proceeding might have had very grave conſequences, 
and was of a nature to excite Baladjirio's reſentment. © Pray, My Lord,” 
anſwered the General; “ is it ſo? then in ſuch a caſe your highneſs, wha» 
% js my lord and maſter, might have taken Rhago to taſk, and left the o- 
ther to me; or elſe, your highneſs may give a banging to Baladjirao, - 
e and turn Rhago to me for a hearty flogging.” All - theſe events 
happened about the end of Maharrem and the beginning of Sefer, in the year 
1155 of the Hedjra. And now Baladjirio being gone, and there being no 
probability of Rhago-djis recovering ſo ſoon from his loſs of men and money, 
the Viceroy ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of the campaiga, returned to his capital; 
from whence he ſoon diſmiſſed his youngelt nephew, who Was Viceroy of che 
Bahar; and that Nobleman departed in a few days. 

TH1s interval of peace was followed by ſome Court intrigues at M8rſh8d-- 
bad and by ſome commotions at Djehan-ghir-nagur Daca. A financier of emi- 
hence, called Gocs1-chund, who was a ſervant of Hoſſcia-c8ly- qhan's, bywhoſe 
influence with Nevaziſh-mahmed-quan he had been promoted to the office 
af 
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of collector General, and commiſſary of the province of Daca,quitted his re. | 
ſidence at once, and came to Msrſhsdabad, with the deſign of accuſing his be. 
nefactor and old maſter, who under che modeſt title of Deputy to chat Prince, 
governed abſolutely that Province. An accuſation of that importance I a 
man who of all neceſlity muſthave been poſſeſſed of the neceſſary proofs, did 
A great deal of harm to that Nobleman ; he was ſeverely reprimanded, loſt his 

office; ard ſell in diſgrace: So that his zxpoiniment was beſtowed on 
 Yaſſinqhan, Fodjdar of the police in that city, which office devolved on Mir. 
Calender. Hoſſein- cd ly qhan finding himſelf without office, returned to Ms. 
ſh8d-abad, where he gave a cloſe application to all che arts by which he might 
retrieve his character and his fortune. At laſt, by means of a fine perſon and 
a large ſum of money properly placed he inſinuated himſelf ſo deeply in Gahaf. 
ſity-Bibi's (22) favor, that he ſoon recovered his former credit. The Princeſs 
took upon herſelf to get him reinſtated; and ſhe concerned herſelf fo effeQual. 
Iy with both her father and her huſhand, that the handſome Nobleman's miſde- 


meanors were forgiven, his office was reſtituted, he was taken into favor again, 


and he received the inveſtiture of his former employment in a Qhylaat that 
dazzled the eyes. Hoſſein- Sy- qhan finding himſelf vigorouſly ſupported, 
returned to his former ſation, ſtronger than ever; and he ſet Yaſſin-qhan afloat; 
but as the latter was known for abilities, he was invited over by Ara-ollah-qhan 
Fodjdar of Baghalp8r, who gave him ſervice. GocBl-chund was not fo lucky: 
as ſoon as his old maſter was firmly eſtabliſhed in his office, he took that perſ- 
dious ſervant to taſk, put him under the laſh of the auditing office, and made 


ule of ſo much chicanery in auditing his accounts, that the man was undone, 
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( 22) This Gahaſſiti Bibi was eldeſt daughter to Aali-verdi- qhan, and conſort to his eldeſt ne ephew Nevaziſh mab 
med qhan, which laſt was known for an importent man, ho edidted Limſelf to ſerrinir joys ; ſo that hi Con- 


fort was always ready to liſten favourably to the petitions of any well look ing man, that offered ſome conſola- 
tion. But ſhe went much fertller; and it is well known to all f: £1ſfeabed, that ſhe uſed to ſend inv itations ard 
Io ſatellites; and that a ſtout handſome man was not alws: s ſaie in the ſtreets; ang. our author who 15 verf 
$eader of Aali verdi- qhan's family, which was his own, ſhall by and by ſay ſorncthing to that full amount. 


and 
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and totally ruined, he loſt every thing with his office; and the latter was given 
to Radja Bolba. Hoſſein- cd ly-qhan having by this act of authority informed 
the public of the whole extent of his influence, appointed his own nephew, Haſ- 
ſen-eddin-qhan for his deputy : and then returned to M8rſh8dabad to keepcloſe 
to his protectreſs. His credit henceforward knew no bounds; and his influence 


ſeemed of a nature tolaſt for ever; when at laſt he wind ſhifted ; fortune turned 


her back upon tin; he fell head-long from the ſummit of power, and was mur- | 


dered by Seradj-ed-d68lah's order and in his very preſence: a cruelty for which 


the latter was puniſhed in kind, as the murdered man's blood, like that of Sa- 
vp of old, produced an infinity of troubles, that ended only by the ruin of 
Bengal, and the diſſolution of Aali-verdi-qhan's family and ſovereignty. ; 

Wr have mentioned that Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan , the governor-general of Ba- 
har, had been diſmiſſed to his ſtation by his grand father. As ſoon as he arrived on 
the frontiers of his government, he thought proper to ſtrike to the left, and to tarry 
ſome days in the diſtrict of Zicary. The real reaſon of ſuch a proceeding, was the 


diſſatisfaction he had concieved at the conduct of Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, my illuſtri- 


ous father; and the pretence he alledged, was ti e propriety of examining by himſelf 


thoſe countries, in which my father bore an unbounded ſway. He was governor 


of all that extenſive tract of ground, which ſtretches as far as Chota-nagp8r (23); 
and he commanded alſo over Sereſs and Cotumbah, two diſtricts that had beenlea- 
ſed out to our family from a great number of years; ſo that all the Zemindars 
and great land-holders of thoſe countries, were ail attached to his perſon, as hav- 
ing been often befriended and aſſiſted by his influence, and as being ſenſible of 
certain connections of long-ſtanding, which he had with the moſt powerful a- 
mongſt them, but eſpecially with Radja Sunder-fing, who had a perſonal at- 
tachment to him. It became thereſore neceſſary to wean ſuch powerful per- 


ſons from their affections to him, and to attach them to his own perſon and go 


E — 
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0 3) Naig- pr called the little, to diſtinguiſh it from that Naigpꝭr, Capital of the Barar, where refided the Princes 
ofthe family of Bhoſſla, the moſt powerful of the Marhatta feudatories. The former is a ſma'l principality on 
the weſtern out ſkirts of Bengal: the latter is at five hundred Coſles ſoutheſt of Calcutta, 
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vernment: but he had alſo another motive: he wanted to put the finances of 
all thoſe countries under the management of a miniſter he had brought with 
chem for that very purpoſe; and this was Radja Kyret · chund, whoſe father 
Aalem-chund had been Divan or Miaiſter to the late Viceroy, Shudjah-qhan, 
All theſe views might have been ſummed up into one, namely, that of getting 
| xidof my father's influence in thoſe diſtant countries, ſuch a defign could not re. 
main concealed from my father, who immediately wrote to the Governor to 
requeſt leave to repair to his court, that he might enjoy the happineſs of (tan. 
ding amongſt thoſe that waited upon his perſon: he was anſwered by a requeſt 
of not putting himſelf to ſo much unneceſſary trouble, as the. Gover- 
nor would ſoon be at Azimabad, where he would always be glad of 
his company. Hediiet-aly-qhan, on this anſwer, perceiving that ill offices 
had been done him, thought proper to remain in town: When on 4 
ſudden a report ſpread that the Marhattas were coming to Azimabad again, 
and the report was ſoon confirmed. The Governor who had loft moſt of his 
troops in the campaigns of 8ressa and Bengal, and who found himſelf now on- 
ly at the head of a handful of men, did not think himſelf in ſafety in tho 
parts, and he marched away immediately; ſo that the next day he was already 
in the neighboorhood of his Capital. On this intelligence Hedaiet-aaly-quan 
mounted, and with ſuch a retinue as uſuall y attended his perſon, he went out 
to meet him. The Governor was then at a ſpot called Metip8r's reſervoir ; he 


| was on horſeback; and hearing of his being ſo near, he ſtopped and {cnt 


6 - his miniſter forward to bring up his noble gueſt with more honor. Hedaict- 

| | | | aaly-qhan on diſcoyering the governor, alighted, and having embraced him 
Juſt as he was on borſeback,he continued walking on foot with the mini ter. The 
Governor, on recollecting the two letters that had paſſed between them, felt 
ſome embarraſſement, but yet recovering himſelf at once, he ſtooped ver 
low from his horſe, and embraced him in that poſture. Hedaiet aali-qhan hav- 


ing tarryed ſome moments, to embrace his younger brother Mehdi - neſſar- han, 
| who 
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who was pay-maſter general, and - alſo to ſce ſome other Noblemen his 


acquaintances, mounted again; and mingling with the governor's retinue, he 


entered the City with the croud, accompanied him to his palace with the croud, 


and went-on in to his own lodgings with the croud. A few Days after, 
explanations took place, mutual complaints were exhibited, excuſes made, 
conceſſions preferred; and at laſt the governor, who expected to draw many ſer- 
vices from him hereafter, but who w.ſhed his reſigning of himſelf the many offi- 
ces he was inveſted with, one day took occaſion to obſerve to him © that his ſ ub- 
lime highneſs, (meaning Aali-verdi-qhan), had conceived. ſome ſuſpicions 


againſt his perſon, which amounted to ſo many orders to himſelf, his nephew: 


that it was therefore incumbent upon him to comply with the Viceroy's 


pleaſure, and to ſurrender his offices for a time, in order to repair to Mar- 
ſngbadad, where he doubted not but he would ſoon find means to ſooth his re- 
ſentment, and time to recover his good graces; © he added” that he reckoned 
that himſelf would ſoon have it in his power to wipe of the ſtain which 
maleyolence had put upon his friend's character, in which cafe a reſtitution of 
his offices would of courſe follow, Such a ſpeech although couched in guar- 
ded terms, had nothing but veryalarming for Hedatet-aaly-qhan; and that no- 
bleman having now conceived fears for his character and for his honor, declin- 
ed complying with the requeſt; and being naturally haughty and obſtinate, he 
remained no able. The governor confounded at his obſtinacy, and at a 
loſs how to manage with ſuch a man, came to my mother's lodgings; and after 
many excuſes for the liberty he had taken, and many proteſtations of his 
ſincerity, he repeated the purpont of what he had already ſaid to her 
huſband; and he proteſted that in ſpeaking to him, as he had done, he 
had only complyed with the Viceroy's poſitive injunctions. A few days af- 
er this viſit, which produced nothing, Hedaict-aali-qhan, who had refuſed to re- 
ſign, thought proper to quit the ſervice; and he obtained leave to repair to the 
Imperial Court. He ſpent a few Days only in putting his affairs in order; and 
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being now prepared for his journey, he ſpyed a fortunate hour, which happen. 
ed to be the fifteenth of Redjeb 1156, and having aſſembled his troops, 


Meldet n with all thoſe that would follow his fortunes, he beat the general; and contrary 
qhanparts 


eras . Eaenily, to every rule of decency and ſubordination, contrary to that ref] pect which every 


maſter and Lord has a right to expect from thoſe in his ſervice, he traverſed the 


| whole length of the City, with drums beating, and colours flying: after which he 

went to ncamp at the reservoir and ſeat of Ray-bale-kiſhen, agentto the Vice- 
roy of Bengal. There he was joined by his younger brother Mehdi-neſſar-qhan, 
Pay- maſter- general of the forces: a nobleman for whom the governor had the 
| | | | higheſt regard, and whom he conceived to be not only one of his ſincereſt friends, 
but alſo an officer of the higheſt merit, whoſe valour and frankneis had me- 
rited the eſteem and applauſe of the public. But the officer unmindful of the 
mil ties that bound him to the governor, and of the many benefits which 
- he might expect from that intimacy, reſigned his office; and unable to ſupport 
; his brother's diſgrace, he reſolved to ſhare his ill fortune. In vain did 
the governor refuſe to accept his reſignation ; in vain did he repreſent to him, 
5 | | the conſequences of his diveſting himſelf of all employment: In vain did he 
| ſpeak and intreat, and ſent others to \ peak and intreat in his name; the of- 
ficer continued reſolved to follow his brother. At laſt the governor went to his 


lodgings, an! ſaid that he came to bring him away by force to his palace: 
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all that availed nothing. The officer quitted the city, and joined his brother. 
1 | | And although there was a report that the Zemindars of Bodjp8r, bad 
vx men to a proverb, through whoſe lands he was to paſs, had dreſſed an  ambul- 


Þ# cade, with intention to ſurpriſe and ſtrip him, he took that very road, 


and ſet them at> defiance ; but after having eſcorted his brother ſo far, 
he returned to the city, and took-up his reſidence in his own houſe, like a pri- 
vate man. Hedaiet- aali-qhan having ſet out in the heigth of the rains, and 
purſued his journey through a miry country, arrived with much labour at Faiz- 
abad, the reſidence of Ab3l-man8r-qhan; and the next day he went to pay 
his 
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his reſpect to that Viceroy. T he latter who knew how far he had contributed | 


to that nobleman's dif grace, thought it incumbent upon him to ſhow him a 


high regard, and to compliment him with a large penſion: but the Nobleman 


who had other views, and who intended that very Day to co ntinve his 


journey tarried only two or three hours more; and he departed for the 
Imperial Court, where he arrived after a troubleſome journey, where 
we ſhall leave him at preſent : reſerving the remaining part of his bet 0 
well as that of Ab81-manſ8r-qhan's, for the ſubſequent ſections of our 
narrative in which we ſhall profeſſedly treat of the reign of Mahmed-Thah, and 
Ahmed-ſhah, as well as of the revolutions that took place in the Capital of the 
Empire. At preſent it appears proper to bring together under one point of 


view, and ina fingle volume, whatever we know of the revolutions of Bengal 


467 


and Azimabad,as far down as the year 1194 of the Hedjra; and ef] pecially the 


hiſtory of Aali-verdi-qhan, an illuſtrious houſe, which having riſen in theſe ve- 
ry provinces to the ſummit of power, glory and riches, is now fallen and totally 
cxtinct. As ſoon as we ſhall have accompliſhed this taſk, which we have impo- 


ſed on ourſelves, we ſhall then with the aſſiſtance of the Omnipotent One, who 


is the rightful ſuccourer, and the rightful beſtower of favours, take up again in 


another ſection that part of our hiſtory of Hindoſtan, which belongs more parti- 
cularly to the reigns of Mahmed-fhah, of his ſon Ahmed-ſhah, and of his 
grand fon Aalem-ghir the ſecond; interſperfing our narrative with occafion- 
al particulars of thoſe illuſtrious or eminent men, who have figure@ on the the- 
atres of Shah-djchan-abad 5 Labor, and Ilah- abad; and as to the events that 
have happened in Decan throughouat all that period oftime,we ſhall occafion- 
ally mention juſt fo much of chem is as come to our certain knowledge, reſer- 
ving it for our two laſt volumes ; and may God grant that we prove as good 
as our word! fads | 
Om the governor” s arrival at Azimabad, the rumour of the approach of 
the * became ſtronger; and as it produced a general conſternation, 


„ he 
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he thought that che only method that could be deviſed to quiet che minds 


of all the inhabitants, and to ſecure their perſons and properties, would be 


0 o raiſe a wall round the city. There was already ſuch a wall, but ſo neg. 


le&ed and decayed ; and with all; ſo beſet by houſes, that it could hardly be 
diſtinguiſhed from them, He therefore ordered that a deep ditch ſhould be 
funk round, and that the earth dug from it ſhould bethrown behmd and upon 
the old wall; Co as both to.raiſe and ſtrengthen the ſame. But as this was 
__ be done without ruining the houſes already built on the fide of the old 
wall or cloſe to it, it did not fail to occaſion much murmuring and much diſcon- 
tent among the owners, who could not ſee in that inconveniency and in the 
loſs they underwent as individuals, the ſafety and well- fare which they ac- 
quired upon the whole: they could not forbear exhaling themſelves in ſobs 
and complaints. But the utility of the undertaking was ſo apparent, that 
no regard could be payed to their complaints; and in a little time the wall 
riſing gradually from the ground, afforded an inſurance of future ſafety, In 
proceſs of time, when ever the country came to be over run by Marhattas, 
(and it has been fo ſeveral times;)not only vaſt numbers of people uſed to retire 
within the walls; and to find their ſafety there: but even the numerous houſes and 


habitations which remained without, were effectually protected from plunder bx 


the cannon ef the Rampart; fo that thoſe very people that had murmured ſo 


openly, were the foremoſt to acknowledge the propriety of what was done, 
and to load their governor with due praiſes. This work being at laſt finiſhed, 
the governor commenced to live eaſy in his palace; from whence to relax his 


mind, he uſed ſometimes to come to our lodgings and to make a viſit to the 


poor man's mother, to whom he always made ſome preſents, As he had 
received from his uncle the whole Pergunnah or diſtrict of Tirroot in Djaghur' 


to his own ſelf, that is, in apanage; and he was intent on bringing that coun» 


try into cultivation, he reſolved to croſs the Ganga, and to ſee it by himſelf, 
intending to ſojourn ſome time in the ſame; and as he had a great attachment 
” WE | a | | to ; 
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to Mehdi - neſſar- han, the poor man's uncle, and he always expreſſed a con- 


cern at his reſignation, he on the day of his departure, went to make him a 


viſit, and he inſiſted on his coming with him immediately. From thence 
he proceeded on his journey, and took up his reſidence in the diſtrict of 
Benvar, which was inhabited by a race of antient Radjas, ſetiled this long 
(ith of years in that country, which he now put under the dire ion of his 
friend Mehdy- neſſar- qhan, in hopes that it would by his means become tho- 
roughly peopled and cultivated. He likewiſe diſtributed ſome other parts of 
the country on the ſame intent and with the ſame injunction to his other 


friends; and this was done with fo much diſcernment, that people ſoon per- 


ceived a difference in its population and revenues. As he thought proper 
to make a long ſojourn i in that country, he ſent for his conlort Amna-begum, 
who was daughter to Aali: verdi - qhan, and for moſt of the ladies and women ot 
his Seraglio; and he wrote likewiſe to the poor man's mother to requeſt her 
attendance, as à great favor: adding that if ſhe had no money to pay her, 
charges, ſhe might apply. to his treaſurer : Such being the attachment he 
bore to that worthy lady, and the high opinion he had conceived of her per - 
ſonnal merit: elſe, ſuch warm attachment is ſeldom the reſult of parentage 
or relationſhip; nor is ſo much reſpect and regard payed to ties of blood 
in ſimilar cafes, As to che poor man himſelf and his younger brother Aali- 
naki-qhan Bahadyr, we were both i in Shah- djchan-abad, at chat time wich our 
illuſtrious ener Sayd· hedalet- aaly- qban. | 


the boundleſs authority whi ch he bad acquired, it is needleſs we ſhould en- 
large on the heroical valor that diſtinguiſhed his character, and the many im- 


portant ſervices he had rendered che State. Unfortunately for him, theſe very 
qualifications contributed to his ruin: they had raiſed his credit to ſuch a height 
in Aali- verdi · qhan's mind, and his influence all over the country had become 


b yery extenſive, chat chere was no man in the ſervice who could go on a par 
| with 
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with him. The Viceroy? s gratitude became boundleſs likewiſe : : he was foading 


him every day with immenſe prefents, and accumulating the higheſt honors 


upon his head. At one time he preſented him with twelve lacs of rupees; and he 


augmented his brigade to ſeven thouſand effeAual troopers ; and that of bis 
uncle, who governed the greſſa, was augmented to five thouſand : and as a für- 
ther favor, his poſt and Brigade paſſed to that governor” S on, Abdol-refol-qh: 
who on his father's demiſe, went in great pomp, and tovk poſſeſſion of his go. 
vernment. Muſtepha-qhan himſelf, over and above his brevet of five thou. 
find, and 3 brigade of bi thouſand horſe, his fringed Paleky, and his other 


honours and inſignia, enjoyed ſo many emoluments beſides, that he lived in 


great ſtate. He had fifty elephants in his ſtables ; and his influence in every af. 


fair of either government or revenue, as well as in all military matters, was ſo 


great, that the EY relations of Aali- verdi-qhan when they had a point to carry, 
uſed to apply to him for his intereſt, at the very time it was filling the Court with 


jealouſy and detraction. Even Hadji-ahmed, elder brother to Aali-verdi. 


| qhan, and father to three ſons who had married the Viceroy s three daughters, 


ard enjo ; ed the higheſt honours and dignities of the ſtate, Had)i-ahmed 
took umbrage, at the general's boundleſs influence: finding himſelf eclipſed 
by his perſonal character, and overborn by his weight, he rather than endure 
it any more, reſolved to live deprived of his brother's ſociety, to exile him- 
ſelf from his home, and to leave a city to which he was accuſtomed fo early 
as the times of Shudjah-qhan. He abandoned his own habiration and went far 
off to live wich his younger ſon Zin-eddin- ahmed-qhan, governor of Azimabad. 
The ſubject of diſcontent proved to be the government of H8ely, which the 
Hadji wanted for himſelf, and which Aali- verdi dan beſtowed on the Hadi 
ſecond ſon, Siyd- ahmed- quan, who after the loſs of His government of 8refla, 
lived at Court like a private man, almoſt without income, as well as without 


office. Aali-verdi-qhan PONY the Fans! his e Aude. — 
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for, by ke Skir af M8r84abad, hat: is all the duties, ai and 
receipts, different from the Land Tax. The old man unable 0 brook 


ſich a refuſal, aſked and obtained leave to go for his health to Azimabad. | 


k was about the year 1257.” 

ABovTthe fame time, (the rainy ſeaſon being already over), the Marhattas 
made their 2ppearance again. Bha ſukur who bad attached to himſelf A ly- ca à0l, 
a famous general of che Decan, to whom he had given the command of fix or ſe» 
ven thouſand horſe, now thoughtof putting his talents to a trial; for he preſented 
himſelt on the confines of greſſa and Bengal athe head of twenty thouſand horſe. 
His intention was to retrieve his character, either by giviag a defeat to Aali-verdy- 
chan, or by putting him under contribution. But the Viceroy, who tired with 
ch a continual ſtate of warfare, and of ſo many conſecutive campaigns, felt 
himſelt fiaking under a perperual labour of body and mind, that had no end; 
and aka over and above that conſideration, had alſo contracted ſome infir- 
mities, that weighed down and impeded his natural activity; had now reſolved on 
petting rid of f: ich an importune enemy by ſome ſtroke of policy. He therefore 
gave it out that he wanted to afford foine releaſe to his own body, and fome 
reſt to his troops; and at the ſame time, he held frequent conſultations wich 
Muſtepha-qhan about the manner of deſtroying the invaders, and of entrapping 
the Marhatta general and his principal oficers in ſuch a manner, as. that the 
hole of chem, officers and troops and all,ſhould take a journey to the kingdoms 
of Nothingneſs. As Bha- ſukur's power and vigilance, as well as the want ot 
energy in the Muſulmans of Bengal, rendered ſuch a ſcheme perilous, - if not 
wholly impracticable; and Muſtepha-qhan on the other hand, declined the 
ſcrvice, and ſeemed averſe from performing his part; the Viceroy excited his 
cupidity by pointing out honors and rich pieſents to his ind: and he fired his 


ambition by - promiſing bim the government of che province of Az im- abad, 


if he could bring within his net, och Eha-ſukur and his principal comman- 


ders. Muſtepha qhan, who was a man ol deſign and contrivance as well as of 
| 8 _ prowels 
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Aa- verdi qhan 


reſolves to en- 
trap the Marhat - 


ta Commangers. 


Py 


proweſs and execution, and who to thoſe e ue he talent of f peakng 
as well as he acted, could not reſiſt ſo many temptations: Nen to perform 
the ſervice expected from him, he commenced a negotiation with Bha-ſukur; and 


firſt effect of thoſe proffers was, to render the Marhatta general leſs attentive 


to war- matters, and more inclined to come to an intervew, which was the 


army; and as he repoſed the greateſt confidence in that commander, he was re- 


| folved to truſt-to his report only, and then to make himſelf a viſit to the Viceroy 


* b . R 


as if his maſter tired of war, wanted only peace and tranquillity, he proffered 


his ſervices for bringing about an accommodat on between the two parties. The 


very thing aimed at; and as Bha-ſiikur on theſe overtures had ſhewed a pacific 
diſpoſition, and had expreſſed an inclination to meet Muſtepha-qhan, the latter 
was ſent to him together with Radja-Djanki-qhan, Divan to Aali- verdi-qlan, | 
and of courſea miniſter of the higheſt truſt and credit with his maſter, who im- 
parted to him alone his real ſcheme: and this was, to contrive ſome expedient by 
which Bha - ſukur and his prrncipa commanders, under cover ofan interview, migli 
be diſpatched to the deſarts of non-exiſtence. The two envoys having learned 
their leſſon thoroughly, went to Catwa, where Bha ſukur was arrived lately: 
whilſt the Viceroy to give more probability to his propoſal; quitted M8rſh$4- 
abad, and went to Mancara, at about one day's journey to the ſouth, where 
he encamped on the banks of the river Bagtaty. The two negotiators, were 
then in conference with Bha-ſukur ; and they turned him ſo many ways, faſ- 


cinated his underſtanding ſo effectually, and made uſe of ſuch ſolemn promiſes, 
which they ſupported by the moſt tacred oaths; that the Marhatta General 


was prevailed upon to make a viſit to the e c of Bengal, as a ſtep neceſſary 
to his ſcaling the mutual agreement which was th be concluded. But as he har- 
boured {till ſome doubts, and he wiſhed to ſound the ford, he diſpatched Aali- 
bha-cariol, in appearance to pay his reſpects to Aaly-verdy-qhan, but in rea i- 


ty to make his obſervations on what he would ſee at court, and throughout the 


in company wich all his commanders. The two eee finding that the 
f ; C772 ſcheme 
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ſcheme they hadlayeddown, had taken effect, carryed Aaly· bh with them, on te- 
turning to their maſter. Muſtepha-qhan in particular, who was a proficient in that 
duplicity which ſeems eſſential to the character of an Afghan, poke by che way ſo 
arttully, and he made ſuch impreſſion on the heart of Aaly- bla, as induced him 
to expect the moſt flattering reception. Theſe ſentiments were leconded by Aa- 
li-verdi-qban himſelf who in his ſpeech and manners was at all times the moſt 
winning of men; and he worked fo effectually upon that officer's mind, by his 
gracious deportment, and his bewitching way of expreſſing | himſelf, that he 
made an entire conqueſt of his heart. Rich prelents perfectioned what ſweet 
words had commenced; and finding now that the man was perſ uaded, he ſent 
kim back to his maſter, in company: with Muſtepha-qhan; and both theſe offi 
cers ſo effectually beſet Bha-ſukur, and ſo ſtrongly exhorted him to ſhake off 
the ſuſpicions he had harboured in his mind, that the man became a pn 
as was already his envoy. Whilſt the negotiation was going- on, and ed. 
ents were throwing in the river to diſguiſe the color of it's water, Aali- verdi- 
qhan did not ceaſe to cultivate che Marhatta's good diſpoſition by plying 
him inceſſantly with every thing curious, coſtly, or delicious, either in ſtuffs ar 
in fruits, whether of the growth of Bengal, or imported from abroad: 
and all that was done in ſo conciliating and elegant a manner, that it entirely 
eradicated the averſion which the other had conceived againſt his perſon, and 
totally ſubdued and rooted the miſtruſt he had harboured in his mind. In one 
vord the Mathatta's mind was entirely changed: he became fond of Aali-verdi- 
chadz und his heart was ſo thoroughly conquered, that there is no doubt, but 
chat he would have gone over to him and attached himſelf to his ſervice, had 
he not beenalready at the head of ſo much po ven; and had not his thoughts been 
totally engroſſed by his expedition. Radja Djanki-ram,as being himſelfan Hind8 
as well as he Marhatta, paſſed whole days in his company, and by that very 
reaſon proved greatly inſtrumental in this. affair. Atlaſt after many reciprocal 
| —_ had been exchanged, it was 85 chat Bha- ſukur with all his general 
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officers ſoul make a viſic to the Viceroy of Bengal, in the plain of Mancarall. 
The latter was then encamped at Amani gundj, as was Bla ſukur at Catwa, 


which was ten ec ſies farther: Mancarah! having been agreed-to by but 


Parties, as being at a middle diſtarce from the two camps. So ſoon as the day 


of interview became known, # magnificent tent of large dimenſions was Pitch. 


ed there in the open plain; and a quantity of round was encloſed by Canat, 


or high walls of cloth, to form before it ayard of a vaſt compaſs. On the mon. 


ing of the interview the Viceroy advanced with Bis whole army; and leaving 
his troops at a diſtance, he went into the tent, and took his feat on the Muſnud 
that had been placed for him there. He had with him ſome perſons of Gi. 
tinction, and a few truſty officers, ſuch as bis own nephew Siyd-alimed-qhn, 
Ata- Tak-. han, and Mir-caz:m-qhan; and nor a foul beſides Djanki-ram, and 
Muſtepha-qhan, and Mirza-hekim-beg-qhan, Knew any thing of the ſecret: 


fo that an infinity cf perſons of diſtinction from all: ranks, had flocked to tlie 


plain from the city, to ſee the ſpectacle of ſuch an interview, and by ther 
peaceful looks were of very great refource for making the deception. A mo- 
ment after the two negotiators, who where the managers of the en view, and 
who as pledges, had obliged themſelves by the moſt ſacred oaths, went for- 
ward to bring the Marhatta General; and mean while the commanders ard 
principal officers of the Bengal army, all armed and mounted, took their poſt 
behind the tent, but at a reaſonable diſtance; erery one with his men read at 


all points: ſome others likewiſe; whecher as men of diſtinction, or as office.s of 


| character, took poſt about the pillars of the rent, whilſt many more ſtood be- 


hind the Viceroy, ready to execute any commands they migbt receive. It was 
at this time only that he thought it proper to inform. boch his nephew, and 
Ata- ollah· qhan, of the deſign, as it became high time to: put them upon their 
own guard; and this delicate commiſſion. was given to Mirza-hekim- beg in 
theſe very words : Mrza, has Syd. abmed- bun and Ata- ollub. gban looked al 


the text? No! then 1 lh you to carry than ibuher, that I may beat Wyal 14% 
fo | think 
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think of it. It is a moſt magnificent one. T he real meaning of the order ha- 
ving been fully comprehended, the Mirza carried the two Noblemen into 


the tent, where in a few words he informed them of what was goingto hap- 


pen, and exhorted them to be ready and upon their guards. A moment after 
they all came out again, and faid to the Viceroy that the tent was Perfect 
beautiful, and fit for ſuch a general; by which expreſſion, the Viceroy under- 
ſtood that they approved of the contrivance, and would perform their part 
in it. All this while the Viceroy was ſiting in ſtate, and waiting for Bha- 
ſokur, and receiving every moment information of his approaching. But 


whilſt that general was advancing to the-gate of the tent, a ſmall number 
of perſons of diſtinction, both out of curioſity and to do him honor, ap- 


proached it at the ſame time; and even the Viceroy's driver, brought his ele- 
phant within the yard of it, and took poſt behind his maſter, but cloſe to 
his head. At this moment about fifty officers that preceded Bha-ſukur, hav- 
ing alighted, came within the tent, all armed; and this precaution of their's 
was coloured. by the pretence of their being intended to ſwear to the perfor- 
mance of the articles of agreement, which they would do upon their Sabres (24). 
Amongſt theſe were two and twenty commanders of eminence and character; 


the others were amongſt thoſe perſons: called Amnics in India, who on the 


others advancing, advanced likewiſe, but ſtopped within the tent-yard. It 


was at this moment that Bha-ſukur, alighting from his mare, came within 


the tent, holding Muſtepha-qhan's hand by the rizht, and Djankiram's by 


tlie left. A Cohort of his officers which were cloſe upon his back, now ſpread 


on both ſides of him; all armed and all wich their hands upon the hilt of 
their Sabres ; and another body ſhut-up his- rear, every one of them with a 
look ferocious, and a threatening aſpect. This was the moment which the 
tro negotiators ſeized to diſengage themſelves: they both quitted the gene- 


als hand, and excuſed themſelves on being obliged to go away for a few 


— — —-— 


(24) Such is the military cuſtom in India: elſe where, for inſtance in Turkey, ſoldiers upon their Sabres,and 
ao vgon bread and ſalt. | 
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of the yard; when the Viceroy aſked in an audible voice which of thoſe 


eminent officers was the Valotous Bha-ſukur-pandet ? and having been an- 


ſwered by Mirza-Hekim - beg, who pointed to him with the finger, as did many 
others who had been ſtationed there for that purpoſe; the queſtion was repeat. 


ed. Three times did the Viceroy aſk the queſtion, and three times was i 
| anſwered by pointing with the finger; and now Bha-ſukur drawing near, the 


Viceroy commanded his people to fall upon thoſe Free-booters. But as none of 
the by-ſtanders had been prepared for the intended ſcene, they all ſtood a. 


ghaſt wich ſurpriſe, and motionleis with amazement. However this was not 


The Marhat- 


ta general ſlain 


with moſt of 
the commanders 
in an inter vicw. 


he caſe with Mir-cazem-qhan, who having aſked what were his commands, 
was anſwered with a repetition of the order in a firm tone of voice. Inſtant- 
ty that commander drew: Ber- qhordar- beg and ſome others, drew likewiſe and 
all ran ſtrait before them ; whilſt five or fix officers of Muſtepha-qhan's, 


all as ſtout and as brave as himſelf, chancing to come. in, drew likewiſe on 


ſeeing Sabres drawn, and all together ruſhed on the Marhattas. Mir-cazem- 


qban, being the foremoſt of all, cloſed with Bha ſukur, and at one ſtroke 


felled him to the ground. This ſeemed a ſignal for the engagement: The 
Marhattas, although unprepared, drew on their ſide inſtantly, and engaged 
the Mutſulmen, but with ſo much vigour, that the action became at once 
furious, bloody,and doubtful: heads and arms wel flying about, and numbers 


falling every moment: fo that the multitude of perſons of diſtinction that 


had come as ſpectators, ſeeing blood running in ſtreams, forgot in a moment 


their characters of profeſſed bravoes, and retreated from that ſcene of con- 
fuſion and Nlavghter. At this very moment the tent-walls having been ſud- 
denly let down, Muſtepha-qhan, who juſt had time to caſt a glance at the 
engagement, put ſpurs to his horſe,” and ran to put himſelf at the head of 
his brigade, with which he fell ike lightening upon the Marhatta army, then 


"> drawn up: ſencing word to his maſter at che ſame time to mount imme- 
| | de 
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Sutely and to run to his: ance. The later, whilſt: a furious eng gement 


yas taking place at twenty a from him, Where every one intent upon 
the adverlary before him, minded no one elſe, was ſtanding upon his Muſ- 
nud with his bucler on his am, and his Sabre, drawn; nor had he any more 


chan a few men about his perſon at that moment, Theſe intreated him to get 


upon his elephant, and this was what he intended himſelf; but one of bis ſlippers | 
could not be found. I muſt have my other ſlipper, ſaid the Viceroy, before T | 
can lay my feet upon the bare ground. And pray, creamed out a voice, is this a 


time to 100k out for a ſlipper ® No indeed, replied the Viceroy, it is not; but were 
T now to go 7 zwithout my ſlippers, you would nof fail to-morrow morning io fay, that 


Auli- verdi was in ſuch a hurry to get out of the fray, that be left his Slippers be | 


bind. At laſt the flipper was found out, and he mounted his elephant. By this 
time the Marhattas to a man were all diſpatched. : when on his elephant, he 


looked round, and aſked were was Muſtepha-qhan? he was told that he was 


fallen upon the Marhatta army in expectation of being fu pported by his high- 
neſs i in perſon. Still he would not move, but aſked tor the ravager's head, 
that he might be ſatisfied of his being dead; he was repeatedly told he was; 
and themuſick played already byhis order; but ſtill he would not move untill he 
could foe the head. At laſt it was brought him, and having tarried a little more 
to aſcertain its identicity, he then ordered his elephant forwards, and marched 
briſkly to come up with the enemy: he went on without ſtopping, until he 


reached Catwa, where the Marhatta grand army had been encamped. But 


not one Marhatta could be found there. The reaſon was, that they had no 


officer of rank among them, as the general officers, on ſeeing Bha-ſukur re- 


ſolved to go to the interview, had made it a point to accompany him to a manz | 


So that they had all been diſpatched to a man, ſave one however, whoſe 


name was Rhago-ciicyar, who, unmoved by Muſtepha-qhan' 5 inſinuations, 8 


and by Bha-ſukur and Aali-bhi-cardol's 3 intreaties and example, had remained | 


without the tent at the head of his men, promiſing to pay a viſit to the Vice- 


473 


473 


The Marhattas 


flaughtered eve- 
ry where re- 


Unguiſh Bengal. 


T HE 8 E I X. 


roy the next day, as ſoon as Bha-ſukur's viſit ſhould be over. This man ore 


the firſt noiſe he heard within the tent, ſpurred his horſe, went to the camp; 


and taking up with him every part of Bha-ſukur's baggage, hevfled with his 
troops, and could not be overtaken; and although he was attacked repeated! 


by all the Zemindars and all the peafants in his way, and he loſt a number ci 


men in his retreat; yet it muft be acknowledged, that it is to the preſence of 
mind of Caicvar, that a vaſt number of Marhattas were indebted for ths 
good luck of having emerged from that whirlpool ot ſlaughter and deſtruc. 
tion, and fbr having reached -e benign ſhore of ſalvation. It was in this 
manner, that the mighty army of Bha- ſukur's, was in one day annihilated; 


and what eſcaped the edge of the ſword, fted-in the utmoſt confuſion out of 


the confines of Bengal and 8refſa, and at laſt reached their own country :1 


the moſt wretched” condition. Aali-verdi-qhan after this expedition returned 
to his capital, not only without loofing a ſingle man, but alſo with ſuch an 


addition to his character, as raifed him both in the minds of his troops and 


ol his ſubjects, who admired their being ſo ſuddenly delivered from thote mer- 


cileſs ravagers; nor were the troops leſs pleaſed with their unexpected ſuccels, 


And as an acknowledgement for their alertneſs in executing his commands, 


he made them a preſent of ten lacks of rupees. After this, he ſent an account 
of the affair to the capital, and ſupplicated the Emperor to raiſe Muſtepha- 
qhan to the dignity of Djung, and to beſtow additional honors on every one 
of thoſe who had exerted themſelves ſo ſtrenuouſly in tlie engagement of tlie 


tent; for inſtance, on Mir-djaafer-qhan, who on the very onſet received a 


large wound, and yet continued fighting; on Fakir-ollah- beg- -ghan; ON 


Hiider-aaly-qhan, and on ſome others. The Emperor on hearing the ſup- 
Plication, complied with its requeſts, beſtowed on Muſtepha · qhan the fir- 
name of Babr-djung, or Tyger in battle, with a variety of honours and in- 
ſignia; and the title of Bahadyr or Valliant, on every one of the perſons men- 


tioned to him: to. Aal: verdi qhan in particular, he gs the fame of 


Slud) jan 
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Tuts lat pada, had " Aal endl alan of a den enemy, but i | 


raiſed 4 domeſtic one: for by this time Muſtepha-qlian's power and influence 


had riſen. to ſuch a heighth, that they exceeded thole of a ſubject, or even 


thoſe of an equal: he pretended to no leſs than to a ſuperiority; and his na- 
tion having poured in vaſt numbers into Bengal, and filled every part of 


Aali-vftdi-qhan's armies and houſehold, he was always ſurrounded, by ſuch a 


number: of them, that no one dared: to- diſpute his will, or even to oftend any 
one that bore the name of Afghan; ſo great were their numbers, and ſo cloſe 
their union. It is obſerveable, that theſe people in conſequence of their num · 
bers and their little ſenſe and underſtanding, as well as their way of liſe in the 
caverns of their mountainous country, very much reſembled the lavage beaſts: 
they are like them {wift-footed, exccedingly Courageous, and attracted by 
little, and highly covetous. Unmoved by the rights of gratitude, and uhaffe&- 
ed by benefits received, they pay little attention to their henefactors, and 


even to the rights of friendſhip; and full as little tothe duties of a community 


ol bread and ſak (25): They turn about at once for a ſmall ſubject, and from 


cold lifeleſs friends, they: become at oace rancorous toes, and obſtinate ene- 


mies. Naturally ot a temper little inelined to mind benefits aonforced and 


fvours received, they eaſily forget the right, of x benefactor, and as ea-- 


fly conceive the deſign. of killing him, nay of making away with their- | 


neareſt relations, and all that, for a ſmall reward, and on a flight ſub- 
ject. Unpoliſhed and coarſe-behaved, and nearly incapable of any -civiliza-- 
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(25) The duties of a« ommunity of bread and ſalt, being ſo much taken notice of in the Arabian Books from 


wierce the ludians have received their religion, with am infinity of words, expreſſions, and as alſo tenets ; and the 


Turks or Tartars, or rather Tatars, from whence the conquerers of Hindoſten derive their pedigree, being na- 


tions thiat Jay a great ſtreſs on having eaten bread and ſalt with a man ; the author to all appearance ſpoke by 
bear ſay and from. theo: y on theſe two articles: for it is notorious to any one that has been much converſant with 


Indians of either Religion, that there is no na ion on the face of che earth, ſo coid and lifeleſs on whatever concerns 


gratitude; nor does their language afford a ſingle word to denote that delicate ſenſation. They have indeed com- 
pound words, hut theſe are of foreign origin; and it becomes highly probable, that whulſt the word itſclf was 
travelling to India, che idea and ſenſation remained behind. 


Shudjah· el · mull or the Valiant of the Kingdom; and ſent him a ſuit of cloatlies 
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«tion, they are: ſtrangers to the ſofter and mote generous ſentiments f Kumari. 
ty (in which forgiveneſs and benificence cut ſo conſpicuous a figure) and be. 
come furious and ungovernable in their revenges. The death of an Afghan, 
obe it for any reaſon whatſbe ver, becomes with chem a crime not tobe expiated 
by any atonement or any lapſe of time, although the dead man's relations ſhould 
have already admitted of a compromiſe: nor do the ſeeds of revenge ever 


Leaſe to vegetate and ſhoot- up in their breaſts. Muſtepha-qhan himſelf was 


an individual of ſuch a praiſe-worthy nation; and although by no means ſo 
void of ſenſe, as his brethren, yet his cupidity, enflumed by his courag), made 
im caſt a wiſhfill eye upon chat pomp and that wealth of Bengal, which end. 
Jelly blized in review before his eyes: for his pride was equal to his covetoul. 


neſs. He marched always with arctinue of Afghans equal to Aali-verdi-qhar' 


cortege; and from being his ſervant, he aſpired to be his equal, and at laſt at 
tempted to become his ſuperior. In a word, he conceived the ſcheme of 
killing his maſter, for oppoſing his pretenſions. His ambition and fierce- 
neſs being kindled by oppoſition, he inſiſted on the performance of ſome 
Promiſes made him in the moment of neceſſity, and to ſerve a turn; and he 
particularly challenged the government- general of Azim- abad, as his right: 
although the actual incumbent was no leſs a perſonage than his miſter's ne- 
Phew and ſon-in-law. On the other hand, the Viceroy thought it hard, 
that a general promiſe made for a ſmall ſervice in a moment of need, ſhould 
be inſiſted upon as obligatory, when that moment was over; he wantedd to 
ſhut up the man's mouth by loading him with diſtin&tions, to regain his rat- 
corous ſtubborn heart by ſoftening it with-ſweert words, and to ſooth his reſent- 
ment by expreſſions full of regard. Some months were even gained in endct- 
vouring by a variety of preſents and a profuſion of kindneſſes, to {mother the 
fancies and whims that were continually ſhooting up in that coyetous min. 


But can the ſ ght of a fountain aſſuage the thirſty man's raging fire ? aad 


can the allurement of a ſoft tale, and. all the perſuaſion of Uicep, pacify the 


heart 
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4 EM 40 pants for enjoyment? the general, after having been fed ſome 
months with to- days and to- morrows, at laſt loſt all patience, and poke 


openly; he tore the veil chat hang ſtill; and renounced Pali friendſhip and 
paſt obligations. Little by little the: coldneſs encreaſed; and at the end ef 
Muharrem, in the 1158, he had already ceaſed to appear at court, the reaſon 
of that ſeceſſion, is thus expreſſed by e in thoſe curious mes. 
moirs he has left us of che tranſactions ene,  5:3Hd 
Tas general opinion. was, that Aali-verdi-qhan in appearance, was endeavour- 
ing to ſoften the general's reſentment, and to pacify his mind, but that in reality, 


be was. contriving under hand to put an end to his preſumption, and to guard 
againſt his miſcheivous deſigns, being highly ſhocked at his exceſſive power, 


and provoked by his pretenſions: at leaſt ſo thought che Afghans. One day 
the general preparing t to go to court, ſent forward according to his cuſtom, Dil- 
ſhah and Hekin- ſhah, his two principal officers, who went in, payed cheir 
obeilance, and ſeed chemſelves. Y8ſuf-aali-qhan, was chat day at court 
himſelf, and 1 in the preſence ; and he affirms, that i it being noon- time, thers 
was no one in the hall of audience, ſave the uſual attendance. It happened, that 
a little after choſe two men had been ſeated, an eunuch of the preſence came 
in haſte, and ſaid chat the N ayvab- begum (meaning the prince's conſort) 1 was 
ſeized with a violent evacuation and vomiting (26). The Viceroy getting 
up immediately, went into the i inner apartments, from whence he ſent thoſe 
two officers word, defiring them to be ſeated, until he might come out. But 
as meſſengers had already announced that Muſtepha-qhan was on the way, 
this meſſage. gave umbrage to theſe two men, ſo that without minding its pur- 
Fort, they got into one of the rooms attaining the hall of audience, and ruma- 
ged it thoroughly, having imagined that it contained a number of armed men. 
concealed, who were to fall ſuddenly on ihe general, and that it was for this 


reaſon the meſſage about the Begum had been ſent out, che! intent 1 25 which | 
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626) This ſudden diſtemper, which carries people iu two or thige * and even in a le w hours, i is. commen 
in beug- l, and. W by the Arabic word Hah 
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they conceived was/ 10 put it in his power to be out ot —— Full 


| of this idea, they went away, and meeting their maſter who was going to a. 
| light, they communicated their fears to him. The general was ſtruck Wich 


he report: nee: he had put on an air of independence, he miſtruſted ever; 


one of Aali-verdi-qhan's proceedings und lent a willing ear to a gtoundleſs, and 
ſcivolaus report: immediately he returned home. IT he Viceroy mformed of 
this, ſent his ſon in-law Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, to reproach him for his cre. 


duliry; 'and to bring him back by hate ver means. The nobleman having 
overtaken Muſtepha-qhan, attempted by a variety of reaſons and enitreatics i» 
Wpate his Taſpicions, and to pabity his rind, but all to -n0/purpoſe. "1 1: 
general returned home, where he affebled this brigade which amounte t, 


ne thotiſand horſe, beſide ſome thouſtine muſqueteers; and he then Tent a me! 


lage to the Viceroy, by: which he renounced his fervice, and aſked the arrears 


a abe to his men. The latter ſent again! his ſon-in-law, to pacify wha eſpecial. 


ly as Nevaziſh- mahmed:qlian' ; promiſes and words, bearing a great char acter 
for ſincerity and fidelity, nacb a a great authority with all the troops. But this 
mellage alſo availed nothing Fand matters went fo fir that he ſent another 
meſſage to "the Viceroy full of reproaches, and alked as "his due the govern- 
ment of Azim-abad. Aali-verdi-qhan, firuck by this behaviour, was holding 
confulcations; but boch himſelf as well as his ſons- in-law with their Families 2 and 
friends were equally confounded, and incapable to rake a party, as the genera! s 
valor and daringneſs were notorious theſe e many years paſt, and his force num?- 
rous and attached perſonally to bim; All was confuſion and fear in the City ol 
M 3rſh8dabad. At laſt preparations were made on both ſides for a&tio on, and thc 
city became a theatre of war: and the troops attached tothe Viceroy and running r9 
their arms filled the ſtreors from the palace gate down to Muſtepha-qhan s quar- 
ters: theſe were the brigades commanded by his two ſons-in-law, Nevaziſh-m- 
_-med- ban ind Said. Ahmed. quan „ W with thoſe of Mir-Aiaafer-qhan, of Haider-aa- 
l- ban, of F akyr-ollah-brg-quati, of Nr-8llah-beg-quan, and of che Afghan 
Pk Umer-qhan 
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Umerqhan; vir his Ions. The corps leſs nimerous came alſo to offer their ſerv 
vices, as Welk as the Brigadesof Muſqueteers commanded by Fateh-RAo-bacſhy- 
Cheidun and ſume other Gentoos: they all took poſt round the palace, and kept 
watch Gay aid "night, always armed, and always ready.  Shimſhir-qlian and 
Serdar han who, in therr hearts were attached to their countrymen, and indp- 
pearance touthgic maſter, con: inued to come to court, and kept fair with both 
parties. PhetWiceray who had his views, thought proper to behave kindly to 
wem, alchovgh by this time he had loſt all confidence in his Afghan troops 3 
But aldiengh teſalyed to truſt them no more, nevertheleſs he was enden vouring 
to gin che heart of theſe two Afguan commanders; for Muſtzpha-qhan's obſti- 
nacy was noni to hi m, as well as the ſchemes he had conceived; and the exceſs 
{es of enmity ta wich his reſenttnerit woulꝭ carry him, were known before hand: 
224 on boatrhofs:atcgnacs, he though that the bet expedient that could bs 
deviled now, was to come to an agreement with that general: His heart won Id 
eren relent now and then, whenever he reſlected on his numerous ſervices, 
his herojical/ Valor, and his determine devotion to his intereſts ; and be was 
lth to part with [24 ancient, ſo devoted, and ſo valuable a ſervant, whole de- 
ſerion became a real loſs foc his o power, which, would infallibly feel the con- 
ſequences of it. But yet; with all theſe wiſe refleQtions, he neither knew how to 
keep a friend, nor how to humble and ruin an enemy: it was too late now, nor 


was this -laſt party without'its many inconveniencies ; and to fight Muſtepha- 
quan, ſupported as he was by ſo many brave troops of his own nation, and all 
commanded by officers of his own family, ſeemed to bs a matter of much dif- 
ficulty. He one day thought of repeating his expedient of old, that is, of going 
to him with on Sera h-eld6311h,11 of rezxining his heart by Tha: tokenot on. 
filence: he had en fent For his Paleky;and was going to ſet Gur: but he was vi- 
gorouſly oppoſed by his to ſoris-in-law, and by the moſt diſtinguiſhed of his 
vell wiſhers; ſuch as Mir-djaafer-qhan;H iider-aali-qhan and Fakyr-ollah-beg- 
Nan aad ſome others, who all joined together ia iatreatiag lia to forbear ſo 
3 dan ger ous 
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dunes an experiment: ce they obſerved that this was not a time to tiy what 


«. impteſſion he could make upon that Afghan's heart: that matters had gone 
<«- tgo' far, tor any one to expect that ſuch demonſtrations of confidence and love 
cc would anſuer any purpoſe, chat che man aimed at no leſs than at Yif poſſeſſing 
ce his maſter, and at raiſing his own fortune upon his benefitor's taianq death. 


4 Put us to death firft,added yi coll not ſuffer you to PO TT RIM in your 


eiemp's quarter.” Theſe entreaties and reaſonings ſtaggeftf ute Vice. 


roy; and he thought proper to ſtay at home. Whilſt tlie c νο,˖ eh peak. 
1085 2 man of conſequence deſerted the general, F and. pieſeinted "Hiniſelr be. 
fore the Viceroy: this was no other than the Afghan Rehenniqhan'; an officer 
who had always ſerved the general as his ſtandard bearer; anch wAν&ðHtebuted his 


| zealous companion. This officer, whether impelled by deſtihy cor. gained o- 
ver by the Viceroy's winning de portment, changed ſides. On tbe other hand, 


the general lolt alſo two other commanders, upon whoſe national partiality he 
had reckoned: theſe were Shimſhir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan; two officers of cha- 
racter, who refuſed to join him, and to. follow his fortunes : having to all ap- 
pearance conceived that, his expulſion from Bengal, would at all events pro- 
mote their own views, by withdrawing a large globe that eclipſed them torally. | 
Theſe defections ſeemed to have altered the nature of the war: For whether 
theſe deſertions by making an impreſſion on the general's mind, rendered him 


cautious of committing his fortune to the chance of war in an attack on the 


city of M8rſh8dabad; or whether the impulſe of unavoidable deſtiny made 


him alter his mind, it is certain that he turned his views towards Azimabad, 
thinking it cafier to drive the nephew out of that city, than to fight the uncle 
in che middle of his capital. He therefore reſolved to quit MSrſ{h8dabad; 
and this reſolution, ſo ſoon as it became known was deemed by. the Viceroy 
a providential interpoſition in his favor. The general before his departure 
ſent his agent to court wich a paper, containing an account of che arrears due 
| | | | to 
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to him, both for his on perſon and for ann and although it wanted the 
orm lity of a review, and the certificate of the commiſſary, as well as a certifis 
cates ofthe indenticity othorſescalled Dagh-teſelya(27);and the account wasmade 


up gult as he had been pleaſed; nevertheleſs the Viceroy, without referring it to 
Wai ua WARES for examination ,ordcred the full amount to be payed immediate. 


101. 


| — © hoody to. N a piece of charity, 11 an 1 5 50 ro for 
the ſucceſs of his affairs. As ſoon as the general had his money, he ſent for 


the head cart- man of the city, and witch threats obliged him to furniſh his 
troops with the number of carts and pack-oxen he wanted; after which he 
leiſurely loaded his baggage and chat of his brigade, fer, on fe his barracks, 
and marched out of che city in military array and with a deal of pomp; and 
having adyanced ſome coſſes beyond it, he encamped. The next day. he march- 
ed a full ſtage. As ſoon as che news of thisdeparture arrived in the city, and it 
became certain that he was gane, the; inhabitants, who knew that any engage · 
gent within weir walls could produce nothing but their ruin, thought them- 
ſelves recalled to life, and they looked upon his departure as a fortunate event. 


A fem days after, the Viceroy thought proper to promote Rehem- quan, and | 


to add many favors to chis promotion: he alſo advanced both Shimſhir-qhan 
and Serdar. qhanz and by treating them with particular demonſtrations of kind- 
neſs, he weaned them from. thoſe reſts of national attachment which they ſtill 
bore to the general, as their countryman. By a ſtroke of refined policy, he 
paſſed, over the ingratitude of two near relations of their J namely, Dil-ſhir- 
qhan, and Alef-qhan, who had quitted his ſervice to embrace that of the ge- 
neral's. He only ceaſed to mention their names; and i at any time heir infa- 
mous r was mentioned in his preſence, he abſtained from reproaches 
and epithets, and attributed What he called their. imprudence, to their — 


and, to their ignorance of che world. " Mitepha- qhan mean while being ar- 
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he 


: * * * - . 
—_— — "IE . 45 { - 188 E * NY "5 y + * - _- WY "ME. 
— — —_ N 91 2 N an 


(27) The Teſſchya is made by Meat ared hot iron upon the horſe $ thigh, the firſt letter of the name of t 


Corps to Which ut belongs. 
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<ajzabtce Nooh· pray er at the Cathedral, to ſalſj forth win drawn ſabres, and to kill as many Shyabs aathey much 


Tins 3x © 7.9% \ 
tired at Radj- mahl, took from the ſtores kept there, ſuch elephants/and fich 
pieces of cannon as he thought proper, with.a certain quantity of à munition; 
and from that moment he acted openly as an enemy. And it being now become 
public, that be had parted wi with Aali-verdi-qhan, on account of che tarer's fait. 
in 8 in his promiſe about the government of Azimabad, the genetaPs nephey 
Abdol rell -qhan, whom we have ſeen appointed governor of the dreſfz, 
Ghought proper on the receipt of a letter from his unde, who made his defection 
a family quarrel, to quit his poſt without hefirarion : ſo that taking his Brigade 
with him, he went and joined him, after having appointed one ne, an 


Afghan to govern the country in his abſence. 
Ir may be worth obſervation that the young man's. Baker Abdot-nei qhan 


was of the Shyah Sect, (28) and had ferred Aazemſhah, ſon to Adrengzib, 
He was a man of a noble deſcent, and valuable for a number of eftimable qua- 


' Uſications. A great friend of his was Mir-abdol-aziz, who was of one of the 


principal Seid families ſerrled ar Samana in the territory of Lihor, as well as 
one of thoſe who had been left in 8 reſſa at the head of their Brigades for the 
ſupport of government. This officer told me, that Hbdol-nebi-quan, entan · 


led by the ties which attached him to Muſtepha-qhan, whoſe countryman he 


was, but whoſe pretentions he did not approve, being one day alone with him 


he had diſcloſed his heart in theſe very words; My friend Seid, you perhaps 


* know not that this boy (meaning Muſtepha-qhan), pretends to play the un- 
« grateful, and has ped about his head a number of whimſies and ſtrange 
CE ſchemes. I am myſelf in a ſtrange perplexity on that head, like a horſe ur- 
G ' ged alternately by two oppoſed ſpurs : if T join the boy, I ſhall incur the 
2 name of an ungrateful fellow, and of a traitor and deſerter, an ugly name 


4 which has never been borne by any one of my Fay and if 1 flick to 
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(28) All the- Afghan are Sunnes, aud moxever fanatical Sunnies. It is remarked of them, that whilſt they 
were miniſters of Isfahan, Capisal of Pei ſia, ther foldicrs, and even their officers, made it a practiſe every Fri - 


of 
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ce Aali verdi · qhan, I ſhall not eſcape che reproaches of my nation, and the hatred 
« of my own clan : they ſhall ſay, look at this man; in hopes of much money, 
tc and much perferment in Aali-verdi-qhan's ſervice, he has had the meaneſs 
ce to part with the man that had recommended him toa regiment, and has pro- 
« ved the author of his preſent welfare. Better then, my friend „better by 
ce all means, that God Almighty, by recalling me from this world, vouch- 


« ſafe to deliver me from a dilemna, the conſequences of which cannot but 


483 


e redound to my ſhame.” This worthy man had a particular devotion for a. 


venerable perſonage buried in the city of Catec; and he uſed every day to 
repair thither and to make the above requeſt with a loud voice: at laſt his 
prayer was heard: ſometime before Muſtepha-qhan's final defection, he felt a 
ſlight indiſpoſition, and in three or four days, he was taken to the manſions of 
eternal mercy. He was buried on that very ſpot, the object of his devotions, it 
was on a Thurſday; and his monument is r:ſorted to and viſited on that day 
by multitudes of people. 

To return to our narrative, Muſtepha-qhan having renounced Aali-verdi- 
qhan's ſervice, and openly profeſſed an enmity to his perſon, his deſertion was 
followed by that of Abdol-reſ81-qhan, his nephew, who quitted his charge and 
went to join him. This young man was reputed to be the beſt archer.in his 
troops, and one of the molt zealous followers of his uncle's fortunes. His deſer- 
tion having left the 8refſa without a ruler, the Viceroy conferred that office on 
Radja D818bram, whom he had appointed agent general to the late governor 
and who was till at Catec: he procured for him at the ſame time the rank of 
three thouſand horſe, and the honour of the kettledrum, with a fringed Pale- 
ky; and after having beſtowed upon him a brigade of three thouſand horſe ' 
he ſeat him the patents of his new office. This arrangement having bee. 
brought to bear, he turned his views towards Azima-bad, where-commanded his 
nephew and ſon-in-law Zin eddin-ahmed-qhan the moſt beloved of his relations, 
and who in reality was che candle that enlightened the old age of his uncle, and' 

x» 3 G | the 


Muſtepha- 
qhan turns his 
arms againſt 
Azimabad. 
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the mper that blazed. out for the glory of his family and race. Fearing there. 
fore for that prince's precious lite, he tent him a ſecret letter by a truſty man, 
ho took a different road from that held by Muſtepha - qhan: the letter con- 
tained an order to his nephew to come to him by the northern ſhore of Ganga, 
and to approach to Bengal by the PS raniah ſide, as he intended to join him on that 
fide of the water, and to conſult with him about what was to be dene. The or. 
der was calculated to prevent in the young man, a temptation to fight Mu. 
tepha-qhan, for whoſe wide mouth, he apprehended he might prove but one 
eaſy morſel, The governor of Azim-abad was then in the diftrift of Tirhoot, 
where! he received intelligence of what paſſed at M8rſh8dabad:: ſo that as 
ſoon as news came that Muſtepha had revolted, and was coming to Azim- 
abad, (a piece of news ſince confirmed by the Viceroy's ſecret letter) he con- 
cluded that matters were paſt remedy; and he held conſultations with his beſt 
friends, to whom he explained the nature of his ſituation. Every one gare 
his opinion, as his abilties or his genius prompted him; but the greateſt number 
were for his obeying punctually the orders of his uncle. They argued on the 
Rt impropriety of oppoſing Muſtepha-· qhan againſt all the rules of common ſenſe: 
a / c. A general who was at the head of no leſs than twelve thouſand, and proba- 
WW | (c bly. fourteen or fifteen: thouſand horſe, all old ſoldiers, tried in numbers of 
tc engagements ; and who: was himſelf known, not only for a man of extra- 
& ordinary proweſs, butalſo of military talents, and theſe too, ſtrengthened by 2 
number of difficult campaigns, and augmented by a continual experience of 
t extraordinary events: that he had acquired that high military character, by 
*+ fighting only with the ſabre and arrows: his method being to fall to with- 
« out needing or even minding any artillery or fire arms; but that his na- 
c tional ſoldiers were armed with long heavy muſquets, of which the troopers 
ce themſelves made uſe. of adyantageouſly, by jumping down from their 
© hcrſcs upon an emergency: beſides all which national advantages, he had 


& now an artillery of fifty pieces ot cannon, with every neceſſary for its ſervices 
| | ce and 
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and above one hundred and fifty elephants, whether of his own or belonging 
to his'officers; Others added, that every one of his ſoldiers was mounted oh 
% horſes, the leaſt of which was worth four or five hundred rupees, with 
« their ſaddles and arms eneruſted with filver and gold; and that himſelf 
% wore's Cuiraſs of four pieces of ſteel encruſted in gold, and of ſo exquiſite 
« 4 workmanſhip as hardly had its equal in India: that in ſhort his army 
« was furniſhed with every thing neceſſary, and proved ſo well appointed, that 
few Generals could flatter themſelves ofhaving one equal to it; whereas their 
Governor could hardly muſter about threethouſand horſe, and had no more 
« that five or ſix thouſand foot, ſome of /hom too were at a diſtance from him 
« on à variety of ſervices.” Theſe were the ſentiments of the majority of the 
council; but tome who were naturally brave, as well as jealous of their honours 
argued in a different manner; and ſuch was Medhy-neflar- qhan, my uncle, 
who for bravery and conduct bore a high character: this laſt obſerved, that 
« the affairs of life and death were unerringly directed by the decrees of ani 
« unavoidable fate: that to beat che enemy and gain a victory, did not de- 
« pend on numbers, but only on God's pleaſure, as it was anounced in tlie 
« glorĩous Coraritſclf, where it was ſaid that often ſmall nuntbers bave prevailed upon 
« large ones by God's permiſſion : that in this emergency, to avoid the fight of the 
© enemy, although even in compliance with their ſovereign's poſitive orders, 
cc would not bear a good conſtruction in the world, and at any rate would not 
hear the examination of their friends and relations; and that it watch a 
ce party; as would in the ſequel produce diſhonor and real loſs. This officer 
after having ſpoke ſo much with ſome warmth, made a pauſe, and then added 
ce that this was his private opinion; but as to the reſt, he would readily ſubmit. 
tothe opinion of his more clear W ſuperiors, and would be command - 
ed by their pleaſure.” 

Trrs latter advice having been approved by the governor, who was him 
ſelf extremely brave, and had a nice ſenile of honour, and a greal deal of dif 
cernment, , 
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cernment, he moved immediately from Tirhoot, and by inceſſant marches, 
he arrived at Azim-abad, from whence without alighting at his palace, he 
went and encamped at Djaafer-qhan's garden, at the eaſtern extremity of the 


city: there he was met by Abdol-aaly-qhan, and by the principal noblemen of 


Azim-abad, ſuch as Akydet-mend-qhan, brother to Emir-qhan, and ſome 
others, who were alſo the principal perſons of the province, and had made 
haſte to pay him their reſpects. The young governor having ſet open the 


door of modeſty and civility,received them with an air of equality and brother. 


ly attention (neither of which were in his ſtyle nor in his uſual humour) and 
by this well- timed familiarity and theſe unuſual marks of regard; he ſo gained 
upon their hearts, that they all reſolved. to follow his fortunes. After ſo 
good a begining, he applied himlelf to the buſineſs of aſſembling his forces, 
and of raiſing new ones; and as Faiz-aali-qhan had the title of Pay-maſter, 
poch Mehdy-neſar- qhan and Abdol-aaly-qhan were appointed to confer wih 
the chiefs of the forces and with diſbanded officers, for new levies : or- 
ders were given at the ſame time to a number of perſons of note, to 
to raiſe forces: ſuch were Ahmed-qhan-coreiſhy, Grandſon to Da8d-qhan-peni; 
Shah · djchan · yar; Sheh· med · ddin, and Sheh-amrollah, as well as Kerem- 
qhan, Gholam-aaly-qhan, and Qhadum- haſſen - qhan; and the ſame commands 
were iſſued to Mahta · djeſvent and Radja Kyret-chund, and Radja Ram-nar- 
rain, as well as to the other Gentoo commanders : they were directed at firlt to 
pick and chuſe the beſt mounted and the beſt armed, aſter which they might 
inliſt every able bodied man that ſhould preſent. The Zemindars of the pro- 
vincelikewiſe were ſent for; and thoſe that had connections with the governor 
or were. attache!] to his perſon, were ordered to attend with their troops: theſe 
were Radja Sunder-fing, Namdar-qhan of Narhut and Semai, and Serdar- 
qhan, as well as Camcar-qhan, and ſome others, as powerful as Sunder-ſiog 
himſelf. - Similar orders were ſent to Beſhin-fing, Zemindar of Serels Cotum- 


bah; to Pahluvan- ſing and Surtur- ſing his brother, Zemindars of the country 
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of Sakarſeram and Cheinp8r ; and to Buhrut-fing, Zemindar of Arvul. All 
theſe came, and offered their ſervices, and deſired to ſhare whatever fate might 
befall their governor; and the crouds that preſented continually, were fo great 
that for a month together the buſineſs of inliſting went on day and night: ſo 
that a horſe that had already been marked, that is, had already been in the ſer- 
vice, was ſure of being inliſted. In that ſhort ſpace of time, there appeared to 
be borne upon the regiſters no leſs than fourteen thouſand horſe, over and a- 
bove the infantry, which taking together the old troops and the new ones, may 
have amounted to as much more ; but their arms did not meet with approba- 
tion; and it was concluded that new levies, indifferently armed, would never 
bear the brunt of Muſtepha-qhan's ſoldiers, who were all reſolute veterans, and 
all well-mounted and well armed, unleſs indeed when placed behind an intrench⸗ 
ment. A vaſt number therefore of pioneers and labourers was ſent for from all 
parts of the province, and an intrenchment was ſoon thrown up, that encompaſſed 
all the grounds between the tower of aafer.qhan's garden and the dyke or 
wall raiſed for the ſecurity of the ſuburbs againſt the waters of a neighbouring 
lake: a deep ditch was added to the intrenchment, and the earth dug from it pro- 
ving ſomewhat humid, ſerved to form a very good rampart, without need- 
ing any mortar or brickwork.: towers were alſo raiſed at proper diſtarces, and 
cannon placed; and eyery one of them with part of the intervening curtain, 
was entruſted to an officer at the head of his corps. The command of the army 


was divided into ſeveral brigades, and every one of them put under the orders 
of a commander that could be depended upon: the firſt was Abdol-aaly-qhan 


the poor man's uncle; the ſecond, Ahmed-qhan Coreiſhy ; the third Radja 
Kyret-chund, ſon tothe prime miniſter Ray-rayan-aalem-chund ; the fourth, 
Radja-ram-narfin ; the fifth; Qhadum-huſſein-qhan, : and the ſixth, Naſſyr- 
aaly. qhan: all theſe were placed with their brigades at the foot of the intrench- 


ment or rampart, which they watched day and night. The markets, ſuttlers 


and the other camp followers, were ordered to attend behind the tents of each 


31 brigade 
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brigade, with every neceſſary ready at hand: each commander had his tent: 


pitched at the head of his troops, with his ſtandard planted before his tent, and 
his inſignia and colours pitched on the rampart; and every one was ready to 
give a good reception to the enemy. As 15. me, the moſt inconſiderable of 
mankind, who was ſtationed with my younger brother Naki- aali-qhan, I had 
five months ago quitted Shah- djchan- abad by my father”s conſent: (on whom 
be mercy for ever!) It was in the month of Zilcaad, in the year 1157; and! 
had come to Azim-abad, to marry in a family which had long ago agreed to 
the alliance: ſo that in the month of Moharrem, in the 1158, Tefpouſed the 
daughter of Abdol-aaly-qhan, my own grand uncle; after which on the 140 
of the next mouth, I took up my poſt in the governor's intrenchments, and 
Joined my own deſtiny to that of my uncle's, Who was the principal comman- 
der; whilſt my younger brother Naky-aaly- -qhan, choſe to ſerve under the 
orders of his paternal uncle Mehdy-neffar-qhan, on whom he was ordered 
to attend with about a hundred horſe, which he had brought with him. As 
to me, the leaſt of men, although L was without command, and without pay, 
I choſe out of a point of honour to ſerve that campaign, intending thereby 
io ſhew my gratitude for the favours received from the governor. 
Alx theſe preparatives being made; it was obferved likewiſe that he plac- 
ed artillery and troops upon the towers and ramparts of the city, with orders 
not to admit any ſoldier from the camp. But he had beſides a ſecondary inten- 
tion in this precaution, which was, to provide againſt any ſudden attack from 
Muſtepha· qhan's troops, as ſuch an event would have put in imminent danger 
both the properties and families of thoſe in the intrenchment. This precau- 
tion was alſo calculated to ſecure the properties and families of a numerous bo- 
dy of citizens, who had ſo much murmured againſt che wall then riſing by the 
povernor'sorder, and who'now acknowledged che benefit they received from i. 
All theſe precautions bein 8 taken, the governor reſolved to ſound "Muſtepha- 
qhan' $ heart, and to aſcertain how far he ititended to carry hoftilities, with him: 


although there was no need indeed of any further r, as he had declared 
bimſelf 
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himfelf openly and A enough already. Three perions were pitched upon to 
wait upon him as envoys that had brought a proper meſſage: the firſt of 
theſe was Hadii-aalem, the Colle who went ſince by the name of 
Hadji-mahmed-qhan : the ſecond was Tadj-eddin, the divine, {a native of 
of A8d, who had been recommended by Etnir-qhan, Viceroy of llah- abad, 

to the inl pection of che college and Mauſoleum of Seif-qhan: a building on 
the water fide weſtward of the caſtle of Azim-abad, and a charming ſpot, ſo 
remarkable for its coolneſs, retirement, ſalubrity, and umbrage, that it be- 
came a general reſort for the beſt company; it was in that delightful ſpot he 
enjoyed a large penſion. The thitd perſon, hid I do not exactly remem- 


ber, I believe to have been the late Aga Azimiig, who had been the eye 


and the lamp of the family of Mahmed-qhan : once Divan or intendant of 
the province of Cab8l. Theſe three venerable perſonages were ſent to Muſ- 
tepha-qhan with the following meſlage : If by your departure from M8r/h8gdabad 
you have intirely renounced the ſervice of his ſublime highneſs, and you intend abſa- 
lutely to forget us, and to quit this country, ve out of regard to paſt friendſhip and 
to paſt times, requeſt that our friends and gueſts do pleaſe to alight at our houſes, and 
lo jarry at leaft two or three days i in our habitations, that wwe may once more enjoy 
each e, company, and have likewiſe time to accommodate our gueſts with ſuch ca- 
riaves,tents and neceſaries as s they may want for their future journey ; the more ſo,as 
this will likewiſe put it in our porver 10 2 farewe] to each other : but if the dif 
content you have concieved againſt his ſublime Highneſs i is of a nature 70 admit of 's 
bealing hand, and your heart tells you that my meditation might be inflramental i in 
removing the cauſe of our diſpleaſure, and in taking out the ſhafts that have wounded 
two bearts once united by the warmeſt attachment; I would be happy to offer my 
ſroices for ſo defiravie an object: but if on the other handit ſhould come out that your 
Excellency has obtained from theprefence the Imperial Patent for the government of this 
province, pleaſe to let us ſee it, that ⁊ue may peaceably quit this country, and deliver 
it to. Jour Excalleny without any feobting and without diſpute.” The envoys 
| | found 
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_ Muſtepha-qhan encamped eaſtward of the town of Mongyhr, 
and after having delivered their meſſage, they, were immediately diſmiſſed 
with this anſwer: —Gentlemen, My intention is, neither to renew with the maje/- 
Tuous in War (29 / 4 nor to quit this country as a traveller : 8 M intention is to 
zref it out of Jour bands; and as you ſeem /o ſolicitous about patents, and about tht 
right 0 of /aking poſſe Fon of this province, I inform Hou, that I have in my hands 
forſuch a proceeding, the very fame patent which Jour uncle produced when he wreſt- 
C Bengal from Ser Efraz-qhan” f Here he pauſed, and then added this verſe : 
1 We muſt ſee what is the Amighty $ Pleaſure i in this affair.” "YM 
g Ar TER delivering himſelf; in that ſtrain, he put this queſtion to the Mo- 
lovy or Doctor of Divinity : Mr. Moluvy, Suppoſe that you are ſurrounded os 
one fide by unconverted infidels, and on the other by bloſpheming Schiematicks; (30) 
and ſuppoſe I happen to have enough porver to deftroy either theſe or thoſe;which are toe in 
your opinion 10 put to the ſabre firſt + ? The Moluvy who! comprehended his 
aim, but thought proper to diſſemble, anſwered with modeſty, that if the 
Infidels be in arms and in oppoſition, it 15 lawful to fall upon them: But that it 


Was not lazoful to kill the Mu Julnen, although they ſhould be ſeftaries and bla, 


Phemers : ; Indeed to point out 10 them the right doch and to reclaim them from their 


errors, is among 1 the moſt meritorious actions which man can commit. Muſtepha- 
qhan replied: Say you ſo Doctor? then we differ greatly; for according to the doc- 
trines of our own teachers, blaſphemers are worſe than uninformed TInfidels, and 
they muſt be ſerved firſt; after wohich the others may be minded in their turn. 
The converſation having taken ſuch a turn, the Moluvy ſaid not a word 
more, and he took his leave immediately. The envoys, on being returned 


home, + coker; word for word what they heard; and the governor, who was 


* 8 — — a 5 . : — 
2 


N Aali verdi <q n, whoſe prigcipal, name was Mechabet-Djung. 9 ? 


(30) The Sunnies, of which ſet were the Afghans, acknowledge four men to = the 6rſt lawful Qbalifs, or 
ſucceſſors to Mohammed to wit, Ab$-beir, Omar, Oſman, and Aaly. The Shyaks or Shiſmaticks, on the cortrarys 
ſuch as the Perſians and Aali- verdi-qhan' s family, acknowledge cnly the fourth; and by rejecting the three others 


whom they load with imprecatiens and abuſe, they offend the Sunnies whom they render implacable, and whe 
ſtigmatizes them With the epithette Rafazies or blaſpbemuri. 


— 


already 
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already diſpoſed for an engagement, now became eager for it. A report was 
hen current that Muſtepha-qhan, in the pride of his heart, had diſtributed a- 
mongſt his friends and ſoldiers, the houſes of the inhabitants of the city, and 
el pecially thoſe of the governor's friends : the report added, that each particu» 
lar honſe was already allotted to each particular man; and that after the victory, 
each houſe would be madeover to its new owner, with the furniture, riches, wo- 
men and children it contained, in full property. But God did not approve 
the iniquitous ſcheme; and as it did not fail to make the deepeſt impreſſion on 
my mind, which from that moment became a prey to ſorrow and anxiety, I re- 
ſolved to look out for my deſtiny in the book of Hafyz of Shiraz, whoſe 
verſes may be faid to be ſo many unerring oracles of futurity, and in the in- 
telligible tongue of the inviſible one ( 31); and on opening that book, with the 
proper tites, the firſt verſes that occurred at the head of the page were thele : 


Do thou leave that matter to thy God! and make thyſelf eaſy; 
3M For if thine enemy ſhall not have pity on thee, thy God will,” 


and thanks be due to God Almighty that this oracle-came to be verified literally. 
MusTEPHA-QHAN on his arrival at Monghyr, had ordered his nephew, 
Abdol- S ſſ8l-qhan to inſult the fort with his brigade : a ruinous fortification, 
which although quite neglected, had fome renown. The . governor and his 


little garriſon put themſelves upon their defence; but as that fortifica- 


tion did not ſeem to deſerve much ceremony in that officer's opinion, 


he alighted, | and putting himſelf at the head of his men, he mounted 
to the aſſault. In an inſtant the beſiegers got- upon the wall, and ſeiz- 
ed the fort; but ſuch was their leaders deſtiny, that as he was ſtanding 
below the ſecond gate, arid exhorting his men to be quick, he was killed 
outright by a ſtone that fell upon him on its being looſened by one of the 
garriſon who ſtood above. The place was not ſuch an acquiſition as could 
compenſate the loſs of ſo valiant an officer and Muſtepha- qhan ſeverely felt 


, ” 
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chat heavy blow: although for fear of diſcouraging his people, ke thought proper 
2 * e eee eee eee eee a , eg e e 
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th (31) The Poeſies of Hafyz are conſulted on futurity all over Perſia and India,juſt as were the Sof tes Virgilianay 
o hundred years after Auguſtus. But however the Coran is the chief book of divination amongſt all Muſſulmenz 


and amongſt the Shyabs in particular, the Coran, and alſo their Roſario; and this is done with a variety of-rites 
and ceremonies 
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to diſemble ; for Abdol-r8fiBl-qhan was his right hand-man, and an offfcer ot 
tryed valor and conduct. After having tarryed three days there, and complied 


with the cuſtom of ordering the muſick to play for this ſucceſs, he took away 


ſome pieces of cannon with ſome ammunition from the fort, and departed for A. 


Zim- abad. His. approach redoubled the vigilance of the people within the 


intrenchment; and the governor in particular gave himſelf no reſt day and 
night in viſiting every part of. it. He ordered Mehdy- neſſar-qhan, to ſce 


that the ſix commanders mentioned above made their rounds in perſon by 


day (32) as well as by night: he was hirpſelf every where, and giving his or- 


The Afehans 


attack and car. 
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round Azim- 


abad. 
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ders occaſionally. On a Thurſday about ſun-riſing, as every one was at his 
poſt, and upon his guard, Muſtepha-qhan made ils appearance; and he- 
ving examined the intrenchment, he went. 110 ſome groves of Mangoe: trecs 
that were cloſe- by; and from thence he divided his army in teu brigades, 
one of which he gave in command to. B8lend-qhan. the Rohila; whilſt he kept 
the other to himſelf: this diſpoſition being made, he came out of the groves 
and ordered B8lend-qhan to wheel round, and to penetrate into the intrenc\- 
ment by that part that cloſed” with the city-wall : by which manoueyrehe- 
wouldfall on theenemy'srear. He followed himſelt, and he attacked the intrench 
ment in front, but at the other extremity of the ſame, where commanded 
Radja Sunder-fing, Radja- Kyiret- chund and the other Gentoo. officers. 
B8lend-qhan having advanced by the horſe-market, and a, part of Djaafer- 
qhan's garden, turned the intrenchment, and fell upon Naflyr-aali-qhan and 
his fon Seyd-aali, as well as upon Mirza Ramazani ſon in law to Murtezevi- 
qhan: allof whom were ſtationed at that part. On the firſt onſet Naſſyr- aali- qhan 
was wounded with a fabre, and fell dead; and he was inſtantly followed by 
Séyd-aaly, and Mirza-Ramazani; and Niher-qhun mævati being wounded, 


fled; for his life; ods B8lend-qhan got within the intrenchment: thoſe 


—_— 


od 
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(32) This has a reference to the climate of India here for th greatelt part of the year, p ople ar 
and faint inthe heat of the day, eſpecially betwixt the forenoon and alternoon, but brilk and Lively and always 
up ahnoſt the whole night; * 2 
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that defended it, took fright and fled: and his Afghans finding tents and 
mops, full of effects, fell a plundering without minding any thing elſe. Mean 
while Muftepha-qhan having on his fide turned the intrenchment, attacked 
and carried it at once, making a great ſlaughter of its defenders. Ghazi-qhan 
the Bab8z8ian, and Sunder-ſing's Son-in-law with their troops, were there put 
to the ſword ; every thing was in confuſion inſtantly. Sunder-fing with a few 
perſons who ſtood by him, mixed with the fix or ſeven thouſand Afghan horſe 
that thronged in, and was loſt amongſt them; nor did Mitzphi-quin min4 
him any more; but went forwards, where his people making a flight dif- 
charge of arrows, Zolficar- qhan Mevati, and Kyiret Chund, the Gentoo, who 
chanced to be ſtationed there, were both wounded, and fled with as many of 
their people as could eſcape the ſabre. On fight of this, the brigades and 
commanders appointed to defend that part of the intrenchment, loſt courage, 
and fled on all ſides; and chere remained before the Governor only an 
empty ſpace of ground, over which Muſtepha-qhan was advancing with 
a thick body of men, on one ſide, whilſt the Governor was advancing on 
his Elephant, on the other; he looked neither confounded, nor diſmayed, al- 
though he had by this. time no more than two. hundred haiſe, and one bin 
dred and fifry muſqueteers about his perſon. Cam-car-qhan,. ard Zen-meſt-- 
qhan, were amongſt thoſe two hundred hore, as were about eight more from 
fevcral corps, and moſtly from Mir-bedr-el Dehi's, an officer uſually called 
Sayeder- aali- qhan ; there were ſome few men of note more. Mehdy- 
neſſar-qhan, with Naky-aali-qhan and Mir-ecram and five or fix others more 
were upon the intrenchment, and ſpeaking to Sheh-hamid eddin, che Lucho- 
vian, when that ſudden revolution happened. This man was at the head of 
even hundred men, as well as Sheh Ararollah, another commander of ſeven 
hundred" men more; and he exhorted them bath. to- march to their maſter's 
aſſiſtance: but no one would move; ſo that. with the five or ſix men that 
Ruck. ta him he ran forwards, and cloſed with the Governor's Elephant. By 
| this 
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this time Muſtepha-qhan being near, was ſeen making ſigns with both hand; 
to his people io ſurround him: he was allo heard to ery our: thisis Haibe Pia 
Hake care 10 bring him alive. Hekim-ſhah being the foremoſt of the enemies, 
jumped from his horſe, and was making to him with two or three more; when 
he was encountred by three or four, of the fix that were with Mehdy-neſſar. 
Yhan; and they engaged ſharply. The Governor by this time was advancing 
with a firm countenarice, and ſhooting arrows inceſſantly : at the ſame 
time he diſpatched a man to Abdol-aali-qhan, to order him to come im- 
mediately to his aſſiſtance with his whole Brigade. This officer, as well 
as two or three other commanders more of that part of the intrenchment, 
knew nothing of the works having been carried wich ſlaughter and deſ- 
truct ion; and he anſwered that ĩt was improper in people upon an intrenchment, 
to moutit a horſe: that he was at his poſt with his brigade; and that if the enemy 
ſnould break · in, he would not fail to do his duty. Whilſt he was ſpeaking, ano- 
ther man came with this meſſage: whenever my buſineſs ſhall be effeRually due, 
and myſelf ſhall be among ft the ſlain, of tohat uſe can your coming be to me then? 
On hearing theſe words, he mounted immediately, and with a ſmall number 
of men that followed him, he went towards the governor. I was one of that 
ſmall number, and a few horſemen more; and as we were advancing, we diſco- 
vered Muſtepha-qhan retreating, his people 1n-confuſion flying out of the 1n- 
ttenchment, and Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan ſanding on the parapet, and making 
a great fire of muſquetry and rockets upon a body of R8hillas, who with their 
commander mounted on an elephant, were in confuſion and flying on all ſides. 
Abdol-aly-qhan on fi ght of chis gueſſed what muſt have happened; and he ſaid a- 
loud: our maſter has fought ſuch a battle, and tue, his Soldiers, have been idle all Ibis 
20hile! Having faid theſe few words; he with the few that ſtood by him ran, to- 
wards a {por out of the reach of the fire of the intrenchment, where Muſtepha- 
quan with thoſe about him, was making a ſtand, and rallying his people with 
che hand and voice. But the governor perceiving Abdol-aaly qhan's precipitation 

Met | | from 
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from the parapet, ſent him an abſolute command to come to him italy 


and the meſsenger aſked him what he meant, by expoſing kiraſclf and ch 


few brave men that ſtood by him, to a certain death, with no proſpect of ad- 
vintage at all; come to me, ſays your taſter, afſemble your diſperſed. peo- 
« ple, and ſce what the Lord of victory ſhall perform for us to day.” Abdol- 
zly-qhan's friends had been already intreating bim to forbear; but he was ſo 


aſhamed to have done nothing, and fo angry a nd paſſionate, that intteatl of 
liſtening. to what they ſaid, he put his horſe on a gallop: when at that very mo- 


ment he) was overtaken by the meſſenger, and brought back. By this time the 
ſan was in the meliclan; and the beat had Became ſo inſofferable, that Muſte- 
chan who, fel the conſequence of it, having conſidered that numbers of 
his people were wounded, numbers of his braveſt friends killed, the reſt di- 


ſcartned, and fainting with heat; did not think proper to renew the attack; 


but retired at a flow pace to his camp, which was upon the little P8n-p8n - 


at leſs than a coffe diſtance from the enemy: arrived there, he ordered cannon 
to be planted in. the mango-groves, and an inceſlant fire to be made on the 


- 


intrenchrment. 


IT was only after this retreat that we learned what had happened before our 


coming-up, and how Muſtepha-qhan had been defeated. That general having 


broke in the intrenchment at once, and filled every part. of it with confuſion 


and terror, thought that all was over; when the governor, who found himſelf al- 
moſt alone, reſolved not to pat, AIR and advanced towards him, with 


intention to ſell his life at a dear rate? he was inceſſantly ſhooting arrows from 
his Elephant; and his guards, armed with heavy muſquets, were firing as they 
advanced; as did ſome few men on horſe back that followed . ſome Radjahs, 
and at laſt engaged the enemy. Muſtepha- qhan, on obſerving the Governor; 
pointed to his people who he was, and he ordered that he ſhould be brought 


alive: whilſt he was yet ſpeaking Hekim-ſbah who was one of the braveſt and 


Us moſt zealous of his friends, having drawn after him three or four brave men 


3. Y more 


495 


Don fell dead of his wounds, as did Dil-ſhah another brave who had come to 


925 turned to the left and right, and ſeemed ſo much frightened and out of 1 It's 


; ſnatch the victory out of by hands, jumped down, and advanced on foot, ſabre 


had fallen down for the ſame reaſon which had brought down his driver; and 


his people think of him, and they brought him a horſe, - As by this time his 


ment, rallyed as many of his people as he could, and paſſed the remainder 


2 brigade; whilſt B8lend-qhan having alſo broke into the zutrench⸗ 
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more, engaged three or four of che ſix that followed Mehdy-neffor-qhan , but 


hand:blows. M uſtepha-qhan was near now; and the two generals ſeemed eager 
to engage each other, when his Elephant man being wounded with a Muſ. 
quet-ball, fell down. ſprawling | in his blood; and the animal having 10 driver, 


ſenles, thac Muſtepha- han afraid leſt the animal ſhould carry him away and 


in hand, expecting that others would follow his example, and ſoon form a cir. 
cle round his perſon with which he might ſurround the Governor. His ill de- 
ſtiny would it ſo, that his people miſtaking his Intention, fancied that he 


they fell into confuſion immediately, after which moſt of them fled out of the 
intrenchment; and their general after having ſaid a few words upon ſuch a re- 
verſe of fortune, reluctantly followed his people on foot; nor was he thought 


of or recollected, but when he was out of the intrenchment : then only did 


people were now in confuſion, diſperſed, and incapable to hear any com- 
mand, he went a little farther, and ordered the muſick to ſtrike up in ſign 
of victory, in hopes of enticing his troops round his perſon: but they were 
incapable of hearing him, and their general finding all his efforts vain, fol- 


lowed the run aways. The governor ſeeing the enemy out of the intrench- 


of the day and the whole night on horſc-back, ready to receive the enemy. 
It was at that time, that it became known that Radja Sunder-ſing's brigade, 
after having oppoſed the enemy as well as they could, had been broke at 
laft, and overthrown: and that Muſtepha-qhan, without minding him 
any more, had ' gone on, and put to flight Radja Kyiret-chund with his 


ment 
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ment, was plundering the tents, and filling every part with terror and 


confuſion: Sunder-ſing, 1 lay, who ſaw ſuch a ſtate of things, and not 4 
ſtandard ſtanding, not a ſingle pair of colours diſplayed, concluded that the 
governor had been killed, and that all was over: and he fled with as many 
of his men, as had eſcaped the labre. His example was followed by Radja 


Beſhen-ſing, by Mohammed-djemal, and by ſome other commanders of mall 


note, who all turned their backs, and fled: Some took ſhelter within the ci. 


ty walls, and many more in Djaafer- qhan's garden and i in the groves adjoin- 
ing, as well as on the water fide: and thus one full half of the intrench- 


ment remained without a man to defend it: nor did there remain even, 


2 trace of the army-market, and of the tents, colours and ſtandards that had 


been ſtanding there in the morning: the whole became an empty waſte, as far 
as the eye could reach. The other troops ſtationed at that part of the intrench- 
ment that joined the city weſtward, ſeeing ſuch a ſtate of things, left that 
ſation, and turned towards the eaſtern part, where Muſtepha-qhan was then, 
and where they thought the greateſt effo ts would be made. The governor, 
who was every where, and gave his orders every where, paſſed the day in 
a {mall incommodious tent pitched at a ſmall diſtance from Abdol-aly-qhan's, 
and the night in that commander's tent, where he uſed to take ſome reſt; 
whilſt that commander, with myſelf the laſt of men, and | Mehdy-neflar- 
qhan, and Naky-aaly-qban with ſome guards; watched over his perſon. Once 
the Afghans approached by night near the intrenchment, and threw ſome 
rockets in It, to try how people were upon their guards, for they intended 
a ſurpriſe. But this ſtratagem was defeated by the alertneſs of Mehdy- neſ- 
far-qhan, who ran eyery where, and gave order that the troops ſhould not 
move from their ſtations, but ſhould fight in their poſts, without minding any 
thing elle. This order cranquiliſed the troops; and the confuſion which was 
already riſing, ſubſided at once. The next day the enemy cannonaded ſo vi- 
gorouſly, that a great number of men and horſes were maimed by their balls. 
| | Thoſe 
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1 hoſe that were at tome diftancs imd the intreneliment, were loſin ing every 
moment a horle or a limb; but thoſe that were cloſe at the foot of i it, ſuffer. 
ea nothing. For five days together, the cannonade went on at the ſame 
rate : the ſeventh, which was A Wedneſday of the month Sefer, the ſpics 
gave notice that tomorrow Muſtepha-qhan would decamp, and continue his 
march. This advice having engaged the governor to aſſemble his council, 
he aſked them what they thought of the intelligence. The wiſeſt amongſt 
them were of opinion chat << Muſtepha- qhan was not a man to depart 
= without trying another engagement : that mean while the troops ought 
to be ordered to get ready to receive the enemy; and chat every prepa. 
. rative ought to be made; after which they might wait what fate would 
1 produce for them; but that by all means the vanquiſhed troops mult 
45 be kept behind the intrenchment, whereas thole that bad ſtood their 
4 ground, and fought the enemy, ought to be brovelit out of 3 it, to take 
60 him in flank.” Accordingly, Abdol-aaly-qhan, and Ahmed-qhan Co- 
Riſhy, and Sheh-djeban-yar, with Qhadum-huſscin-chan, and ſome others 
were put at the head of ſo many brigades, that were to march out; and 
Djeſvent- nagur and Namdar-qhan Radja of Mcehin, with his three brothers, 
and their regiments, together with the body guards, and Mehdy-neffar- 
qhan, were ordered to attend the governor every where : but thoſe that had 
felt the weight of the Afghan Sabre, like Radja Kyiret-chund, and Zolli-car- 
qhan, and ſome others, were ordered to remain with inthe intrenchment. At 
day break, the Governor made his morning prayer, recommended himſelf to 
God Almighty's ſafe guard, and mounted, followed by Abdol-aly-qhan, who 
had about fifteen hundred horſe with him; the Governor himſelf had a thouſand 
more, as well as a thouſand Muſqueteers preceded a few rocket men and two 
or three ſwivels. A little after, Muſtepha-qhan's cavalry appeared out of the 
Mango-groves on the ſouth of the intrenchment, whilſt his artillery was advan- 


cing weſtward; this being obſe. el ved by Mehdy e e ke came up and 
dcſired 
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« on it will be impoſſible to ſhe one's ſelf in the plain below, becauſe they 
« would fag from behind a cover, and we from an open plain.“ This advice 
being approved by Abdol - aaly-qhan, he from that moment inclined to 


' the left; and the governor went on with the high road, but inclining towards the 
right, at about a gun ſhot from the former. Whilſt Abdol-aaly-qhan was ad- 


vancing with his brigade, in which I was myſelf, the enemy had already croſ- 
{ed the plain, turned the-mound, and taken poſſeſſion ot that irong poſt, from 
whence they immediately commenced firing with their cannon; at the ſame 
time M8rteza-qhan, ſon to Muſtepha-qban, alighted from his horſe-with a 
large number of men which he Aebonberche nghs arid leſt of the poſt, to 
ſupport the cannon : and that general himilfbaviog cloſed with the extremity 
of the dyke, ſhut up the empty ſpace bet wixt that extremity and the high road, 
and ſtopped his elephant over 28 ct khaböb the governor's, ho was advancing 
on that road. The empty { pace between the father and ſon was immetiacetys 
filled: up by a number of brave Afghans. who ranged themſelves, ftreinht and 
cut as forinidable an appearance as Alexander's wall (33): from wlience witch 
theit long miſqueta, they commendeda terrible fire; the dillaner between them 
and us being not above n ai ſhoc. Im a little time moſt of thoſe at my 
right and left were wounded and ſlain, or had cheir horits ſprawling on the 
ground ; amongſt theſe proved ta be one of Abd9l-aaly-gian's beſt friends, who! 
bavingJoſt his horſe; came to- requeſt my aſſiſtance; I ordered therefore the 
elephant 2 he nian behind my Hiodah; but whilſt che ele. 
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63 Although a -curce 15 too had of bs bers, t to — 4 —_— of i "ty appears 15 all the Oriemal Hiſtori- 
rians that Alexanter built ſa. ll « wall det v / xt tlie Shore. aſ che Caſplaa Sea, and the. Moutitains, and ſhut has 
ſpace of two leagues in length, againſt the Turks or Scy thians : this wall exiſts to this day, an 1s called Der- 


bend, unh aN ner doe trhnioni itſelt attribute the foundation v᷑ it to am dul tog (onda Malen. 
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deſired: Abdol-aaly-qhan to attend to that mancenvre * as it became neceſfiry 
« to prevent the enemy's taking poſſeſſion of the mound that retained the 


« waters of the lake: otherwiſe, added he, if they ſucceed in taking poſt there- 
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ih art Has . 8 4 m a rer ball enmez Abd check the m AIR; E Tt Ho reh 
i ad gohe thiol bis 4%: butby's good Mk t had been ſlackenedby the fold 

h girdles as by tee zbiek neſs of his Hole 6a moment'ahether ball cams 
Which rounded me hE rm: at burnt 2rd treff the ſieſh. but 1 pared the 
Pele. THE deer ef eoliatty abr ele dt rcecivedtο Wecuet bails 
he Tire vide; {68 furt ed down, bt Wi Hot Ae. doll aH. qhan deg. 
A Rabin curl; dh fat bel hid fins, te Tig plęr the Aro eis place; arc toc 


the driver behind; whom be plated diere RAE HU hah had been. The en- 


gagement became bot now, and people fell deere moment: this being 


diniked by def AdoE AI- an's officers, u hoſe Hatie was believe Mirea 


tarch-ollaly, as brave man as ever fought in a battle; he ſelected a mall nim- 


bes of miiſqueteers, and although wormded? himſelf in the ſoot, and hardly able 


rw move, he brought them before !Abdol-aaly-qhan's elephant, and was encou- 
raging and dire&inotheir fire; but that made by the enemy proved ſo hot, that 
our people unable to ſtand it, commene ed dugging and ſculleing behind: ſo 
that chere remained on the field of battle only about three hundred horfe with 
ſome infantry under thecommand of Abdokazly-qban, Ahmed-qhan-cortiſhy, 
Shah djchanyar, and Qhadum-hufleip-qhan. At this fight Abdol-aaly-ghan ſent 
to the governor to inform him that matters went ill with them, and that unleſs 
they were ſupported, they would not be able to advance: that he hoped he 
would come himſelf to his aſſiſtance, as his appearance alone would encourage 
is people to renewtheir attack; that otherwiſe whatever was to befall them „ would 
| kappen but then thebattle would be as good as loſt.” The governor on this meſſage 
wanted to advance, but was over ruled by Hadji-abmed, his father; ſo that find- 
ingno aſkſtance come to us, we recommended ourſelves to god, like people that 
could not ex peat to return from that engagement: at this very time Muſtepha- 
qban on lis elephant made bis appearance from behind the mound; and weall 
concluded that the Afghans were coming to an attack: when F cs ollb- -qhan 
wech his muſqueteers Joined us, and commenced firing; and at the firſt fire he 
| | brougli 
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brought down-Muſtepha-qhian's driver, as well as his ſtandard brarer: both 


ſtandard- bearer and ſtandard rolled together down, and I know not why, but 
at this ſight, I cryed out: Me have beaten them: ſo ] hope in God: and I accept 


the onen, anſwered Abdolaaly-qhan with three other commanders that were 


with him: at theſe words they plucked up freſh courage, puſhed their ele- 
plants forwards; got upon the mound, and finding M8rteza-qhan, there with 
his Alghans, they engaged them..briſkly..From thence we could deſcry the go- 
rernor, wit hay ing got rid of his father, was advancing in haſte, preceded by 
by a large body of men, who with nein rockets; wall pieces, and long mul-., 


quets; were doing a great deal of execution, wbillt marching. this added ſpurs 


10 the eourage of all of us, who were engaged with the Afghans, and ſight- 
ing wich the ſabre body to body: in which way the buſineſs of wounding and 


killing went on fo briſkly, that I ſaw in a moment about forty or-fifty of the 
braveſt Afghans wonnded and lain. © At this very moment, a riſing zephir 
of victory was ſpreading over the Governor's ſtandard ; and in fact that 
zephir proved to be the wind itſelf, which being weſterly, ſhifted at once 
to the eaſt, and blew all that ſmoke and duſt in the enemy s face, At this 
critical moment, a muſquet ball entered Muſtepha-qhan' s eye, and went out 
at his ear; and that general fell on his face in ſuch a manner, that his people 
took him for dead, loſt courage; and fell into confuſion, and at laſt fled on 
all ſides. 'MSrteza-qhan ſeeing his father's elephant returning towards the 
Afohan camp, gueſſed the reaſon of ſuch a retreat; and loſing courage, he 
quitted the field likewiſe. It muſt be obſerved that as Moſtepha-qhan had 
always looked with a left invidious eye both on the prince of the faithful, (on 
whom be peace and grace for ever. (34); and on thoſe that loved him, he now 


received his punition it in his right eye, and was puniſhed as he deſerved. The 


— 
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( 24) The Prince cf the faithful for the author is Aaly, ad thoſe who love him are the Shyahs, who never fail 
to aſcribe ſentiments of enmity and averſion to every one of thoſe who do not chuſ e to join them in vomiting 
abuſe and curſes againſt the three Emperors that preceded Lb whereas the Sunnles dhe age him highly and 
= much as many of the three others. i 
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governor having firſt proſtrated himſelf on the ground with Abdol aali- 
qhan and ſome other commanders, in acknowledgement of this victory, he 
ordered the enemy to be purſued flowly; and at the ſame time he commanded 
the muſick to play in token of victory. The troops had orders to march in 
order , as the enemy had rallied by this time; and was retreating with a ſteady 
pace, without the the leaſt appearance of diſmay or confuſion. But as they 
had their. wives and families with them, and a deal of baggage, beſides when- 
ever the carts or ſumpter beaſts were ſtopped by any impediment,two or three 
thouſand of them would ſtop at the ſame time with a deal of compoſure, wich- 
ont ever offering to advance a foot, until every ching was ſet to right again,and 
then only they recommenced their march; but-wtih. an nndaunted countenance, 


that did not look like that of vanquiſhed foes. This countenance of their's 


Paving made im preſſion on the governor, he recommended to his men, only 


to follow the enemy, without betraying too much eagerneſs. And thus they 


were Avancing fowly, and at the rate of one coſſe in five hour's time, ſtop- 
ping each time when the enemy ſtopped, and playing their muſickʒ and they 


continued in this manger,” until the enemy's duſt could be more deſtried. 


In the evening, news came that Muſtepha-qhan's troops had encamped Ar the 
reſervcir called Mety-pòr, about which ſpot the general having given ſome 
figns of lite, they defcended him from his elephant;and put him into his palekey; 


in which he recovered his ſenſes ſo far, as to afl how matters went; and being 


told; Le exprefletl a regret at theſe! repeated” reverſes of fortune. As ſoon as 


the enemy was een encamped, the governor returned to his tent, where he 
receive che cong ratulations and nua urs of his officers, on whom he beſtowed 
encomiums according to their reſpeRtive ranks and merits, ſo that every one 
was ſatisfied. As to me, he embraced me heartily, and loaded me with ca- 
reſſes and compliments, probably becauſe I was the oldeſt among them. The 


army paſſed the night under arms: in n the morning intelligence was received 


chat Muſtepha-qlan had marched on; upon which the aun marched im- 
mediatel/ 


1 
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immediately, and encamped at che very place which the enemy had left: the 
next day the Afghans marched to Nobetp8r ſtill followed by us, who kept them 
company from ſtage to ſtage, until they came to Mahabbet-Aaly-psr. PR 

- Tt was at this place that letters came from Aali-verdi-qhan, announcing 
his being arrived at Azimabad, where however he could make but a ſhort 
ſtay, as Muſtepha· qhan had exhorted Rhago-dji-bhoſlah to make an irrup- 
tion inc Bengal, a country in which, ſaid he, he apprehended they would 


40 prove too hard both for the uncle and nephew. It is then 1 important, 


* 


6 


added the Letter, that you do put a finiſhing hand to Muſtepha-qhan, as 

cc you have commenced him; and that I ſhould depart for MSrſh8dabad to 
6c provide againſt the Marhattas, in ſuch a manner, as to render a junction of 
« thoſe two enemies, impoſſible. On receipt of this letter, the Governor 


left the 'command of his army to Abdo] -aaly-qhan, with Mehdy-neffar-qhan 


under his orders; and taking that general's s Paleky,with an additional number 
of chairmen, he marched all night, and at day-break,he found himfelf near his 


uncle's encampment: a little after, he payed his reſpects, and followed hin 
for a few days; after which he borrowed Seradj-edd681ah from him, and re- a 
qhan marches 


turned to his army. But hardly was he departed, when on the fecond day Aa- to tuccour his 


nephew. 


li-verdi-qhan altered his mind; and thinking it beſt to get rid firſt of the ene⸗ 
my neareſt at t hand, he turned weſtward and Joined his nephew; and both con- 


tinued purfuing the enemy, as far as Zemaniah, a town on the ſhore of the 


ofthe Ganga, over againſt G p8r: which latter is of Ab$1-manſSr- qhan's 


government, and inhabited as well as Zemaniah by Afghans. The town was ſet 
on fire and plundered; and intelligence coming that Muſtepha-qhan had reti- 
red to Chunar- ghur, a famous fortreſs in thoſe parts, the uncle and nephew put 
an end to their purſuit, and returned towards Azimabad, from whence the for- 
mer continued his route to Bengal to be there in time againſt the incurſion of 


. 


the Marhattas. | © Di ' fad] 


1 


Turs retreat afforded Muftepha-qhan lerf ure to repair his artillery andhisarms, 
3 N 5 to 


| The Governor did che lame on his ſide in Azimabad, and employed his time 


tion for the enſuing campaign. G c nt et FIR 


him, and propoſed to compromiſe matters by, an agreement; but as the Mar. 


Vas only endeavouring {to gain time, ſpun out the negociation by a varie 


ciation was broke off, and he immediately put himſelf at the head of his 
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io cure his 8 and to aſſemhle recruits: a from * Parts, 


in recruiting his arthy, gaining che hearts of his ſoldiery, quieting the minds of 
the huſbandmen, cheriſhing che farmer, and making every * prepara- 


. 


As to Aali- verdi-qhan he 3 3 a few / days at Helens 8 gar. 
gen, ro finiſh ſome affairs of urgent neceſſity, and from thence he; departed. for 
Rengal. He had ſome time before diſpatched Maunaam-gban, a gentleman of 
eloquence and abilities, as bis Embaſſador to Rhagogizbhoſlahy, and dhaying 
now left with his nephew a commander of importance called .Rehem-qhan, 
with his whole brigade, he purſued his route..Rhago-dji wasalready on his march, 


and he had entered the plains of Bardevan, when Munaam-qhan overtocł 


hatta Prince imagined that the propoſal aroſe from mere neceſſity, he aſked no 
les than three. Corors of Rupees for bis forbearance. Aali- verdi-qhan, who 


of delays and artifices for two months and a half together, in which timeRha- 
go-dji did not move: and matters went on lowly, until news arrived of the 
defeat and death of Muſtepha-qhan; and this event having put it in Aali-ver- 
di-qhan's power to reject Rhago-djt's unreaſonable demands; che nego- 


army: but we reſerve a detail of this campaign and negociation for the follow- 
ing ſheets, in which we Tm mention the total defeat and death of Muſte- 
Pha-qhan. | | SES Io let; 

By this time the dry fralon dex. to an 7 5. tha rainy one was going to 
ſet in, when the Governor hearing of Muſtepha-qhan's preparatives, quitted the 
city and advanced to meet him, reſolved to make an end of that obſtinate enemy- 
This general had in bis ſojourn at Chunar-gur made ſo good uſe. of 4 ; 
ney he Was poſſeſſed of, that he had aſſembled about tus perſon a great num- 

| | [es ker 
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ver of Rohillas, with whom he ſet out for the province ot Azim-abud, foreſex. 
ing chat the rains would =_ at hand, and that Rhago-dji would not be ſo 
early in thoſe parts. His Intention was to take up his quarters in the Ser- 
car or diſtrict iat Shah · abad where; he knew chat the Zemindars vf the country 
and eſpecially Babg. advant · ing, and the Zemindar of Djug- diſper, were diſ- 
lallsſyed iti tie government; but he alſo intended. to fight: convinced that 
it he cameè to gain a conſiderable advantage. every thing would follow victo- 
ry; and if he ſhould chance to be killed, he would be rid of all his troubles: 
ſor by this time this money. drew. to an end. Bur he knew that ſhould the Go 
vernor on aceount of his apprehenſions from the Marhattas, delay his depar- 
ture from his capital, the river Sohon would ſwell by the next rains, and would | 
become an effectual bar to his advancing towards the Afghans: by which event 
himſelf (Muſtepha-qhan ) would be at full leiſure to come to an underſtand. 
ing wich the Zeimindars of che Shah-abad, and would be ehabled-to quarter 
his army there and to collect all the revenues of that diſtrict. He concluded there- 
fore that recruited by ſuch good quarters, and ſupplied with money, he would have 
it in his power to wait for Rhago-dji; or ſhould that general be already about 
M8rh8dabd,this would afford to himſelf time enough to repair thither,and to 
effect a junction; after which he reckoned that a good account might be given 
of Aali-verdi qlian; He knew likewiſe that good recruits might be found in 
the Markatta camp, for his own troops, and was reſolved to take his chance, 
happen what it would. 5 | yan 
Att, theſe projects were overſet by the governor, who gueſſed at 
every. one of them by the mere keenneſs of his genius, and reſoved to 
be beforehand with his enemy He ſet out immediately with am army 
of fourteen--thouſand horſe, having. with him two new -officers' of diſtine f 
ton namely; Sheh · din · mahmed; a relation of Ser-b8lend-qhan's, (che fam2 
whom 'Seif-qhan, Governor of Pgraniah had ſent to his uncle's aſſiſtance,) 
end Rehem-qhan the Rchillah, another officer wbom Ali. verdi- han had leſt 
wich his whole brigade, as a man of courage and conduct. The governor, after a 
- | | few 
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few days march, forded che Sohon; and] the ſeeond day, he reached the 
plain, Which is * Djugdeſp8r, where he encamped in an open ground that 
had a little river in front; and as the enemy was now very near, the Azimabad 
army paſſed that whole day under arms, and at night PO of it only was a. 
wake. The Governor himſelf paſſed the greateſt part of the night 1 in putting 
up prayers to the ſupreme judge of diſputes ; and at day-break, having finiſh. 
ed his morning prayer, he mounted bis elephant, and ranged his army in 
battle array. His father Hadji- ahmed inſiſted on cheir making uſe of the 
fame method that had ſucceeded ſo well lately, to wit, entrenching themſelves, 
and fighting the enemy from behind a rampart : but this advice was vigour. 
ouſly oppoſed by Mehdy-neffar-qhan and ſome other commanders of approy- 
ed valor and conduct, who argued in this manner, & the firſt time, ſaid they, 
„ we were beaten, and the enemy was our conqueror:; but now the ſcales are 
4 turned: he has been beaten, and we are his conquerors: If we follow the 
& advice of retrenthing ourfelves,we give him the very advantage he is deſ. 
* Tous to have; the rainy ſeaſon is at hand: and w-e ſhall in conſequence & 
„ ſuch a dilatory warfare be ſoon obliged to return to the* city; whereas le 
“ ſhall remain on the other ſide of che Sohon; and protected by this mighty 
«. river, he ſhall enjoy: the revenues of one full half of the province; (and we 
doubt very much whether the other half is fo rich;). but this is not all: at 
£ the end of. the rains you ſhall find your enemy ſtrongen than ever by his 
& junction with the Marhattas.“ This advice being that which the Gover- 
nor approved in his-heart, he ordered Abdol-aah- qhan, Who commanded his 
vanguard' or firſt hne to march ſlowly, as if to look out for a place to entrench 
himſelf; but. with injunction to fall immediately upon theenemy the moment he 
ſhould ſee him deluded into ſome ſecurity, ſo as to keep him engaged until he 
ſhould come-up himſelf, This order was executed with no leſs ability than it had 
keen conceived.. We had hardly advanced at ſome diſtance, whe e per- 
ceved Muſtepha · qhan dividing his army in two parts, one of which he led 
5 himſelf 
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bmſelf to bes, wl be gave the other to B8lend-qhan : and this | 


laſt officer was advancing, when a ball of a cannon coming from be- 


hind us, ſtruck the elephant he mounted, and brought him down: im- 


mediately a fluctuation Was perceived in his corps ; ; which being perceiy-' 


ed by Muſtepha-qhan he advanced himſelf with his divifi jon, and all fell 


ſabre in hand, like a ſtorm of lightning and hail upon Da8d-qhan, who 
was advancing and firing with the field pieces under his command. In an in« 
ſtant the Afghans put to flight the troops that attended him; but that officer 
diſdaining to ty, ſtood his ground with ſeventeen men that did not quit him, 


and he bell in the field of braves, leaving: an honourable name behind. On 


fight of Das: qhan' 8 fate the troops wich were advancing to his alſiſtance, ſtopped | 


ſhort, and fled to a man; and ies e e having trampled chis flying bo- 
dy under his foot, turned upon ' Qhadum-h8flin-qhan; on his left; and a ſharp 
engagement enſued between them, in which Qhadum- hufſein-qhan fell dead 
with fifty or ſixty of the braveſt that fought by his fide. Abdol-aaly- -qhan obſer- 
ving chat the army was intimidated by ſo'much ſlaughter, reſolved to make a 
ſtand with a ſmall body that bad not quitted him; and as the arttillery impeded 
the ground, and "he oxen linked together, hindered his paſſing, he ordered the 
ropes that held them to be cut aſunder ; after which he went forwards, and 
was joined by "Mehdy-neffar-qhan with five or fix gentlemen more amongſt 
whom was Naky-aali -qhan my brother, who had been forſaken by his people: 
chele fix heroes ſwore they would ſhare our fate: and a moment after, Sheh- 
9 and Rad} ja Sunder ſing, who were behind with a dozen of troopers, 
joined us. This body was ſoon reinforced by Rehem qhan the Rohilla, who 
made his s appearance from the right with fifteen and ſixteen men armed with 
ſpears, Abdol -aaly- qhan then finding himſelf ſo luckily reinforced,advanced to- 
wards fie. chan as did the latter towards him. At his critical moment, 


and whilſt we were advancing, a muſket ball coming from I know not what 


quarter, hitted Muſtepha-qhan in the heart, and went through and through his 
3 O 
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body: but by tnis time our ſmall troops had exerted themſelves ſo. bravely 
that the ground was ſtrewed with his dead and wounded. The reſt ſeeing their 
general flain, and ſuch a {laughter about his elephant, did not think it proper 
to contendany more, and fled every one as his mind prompted him: even his ſon 
that brave intrepid: loklier, hearing of his father's death, turned about and fled; 

the Governor arriving at this time,ordered Haſhem-aali-qhan, his gentleman 


uſher to get up on tht elephant and to bring down Muſtepha: -qhan's head; 
and this having been done; i it was immediately fixed ona ſpear, and ſent through 


the ranks; after v hich it was ſent tothe Emperor ( Mahmed ſhah); bythis body was 
fent to Azimabad, with orders to commit it to the earth, after havi ing carried 
u through the market and through the principal ſtreets. The order was goingto 
be executed, but the inhumation was oppoſed by Mir-mabmed-mergeſhy, one 
of che moſt illuſtrious Seyds, born at Sh8ſter, in Iran (35): a perſonage 1 remar- 


| kable for his piety and virtue, who had once undertaken to bring about A pacifi 


cation between the two parties. This: gentleman affirmed that he had ſeen in 2 


# 774 


dreamthe Prince of Saints, Aaly M8rteza (36) giving him orders to ate that i ini 


mical Afghan with a ſabre; and as he did not obey inflantl, bis Majeſty had taken 


the. ſabre himſelf, and ſmitted him ttvice and a balf upon his. 070%, leis. The holy 
man hearing that the Afghan's. body bad. been ſevered from his head, and 
would be committed to the earth, after baying been rolled through the city, 


faſtened to an elephant foot, {aid that he was ſorry for it; for according to bis 
dream, his body was firſt to be cut in two, and then on ly "buried Theſe words ha- 
ving been reported to the governor, he ordered the body to be cut in two, and 
one part to be hung at the weſtern gate, and che other at the eaſtern; and this 
order having been executed, after a deal of time his members became offen- 


five, and having been let down, each py was buried where i it had been __ 
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(35). This Sh8ſter is called Ss ſs in regiſters, and is the Suſa of the Greeks, one of the 1 889 the Per- 


ſian Empire. 
(36) Aaly's title is MSrtema or the pleaſing and agreeable, he being with Mahomet the * living man mention- 


25 in the Coran, Mahomet's title is rg that is the (elect 
| 8 $55 ing 
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ing · Mstteza-qhan, who whilſt others were yet fighting, had quitted the field 


with numbers that followed him, probably had remembered the Poet's ſaying 


Better to live merry with a living friend, than to be weeping over; the body of a dead one. 


He thopght ſo himſelf, and made the beſt of his way out of that ſcene of daugh- 
ter, aſter which be took ſhelter in the mountains: but Yaſſa-qhan, brother to 


Muſtepha-ghan's conſort, was taken priſoner, and after a few days, confine- , 


ment, was diſmiſſed with a preſent of wearing . apparel, and ſome money 


to bear his expences to his home. Dil-ſhir-qhan, ſon to Shimſhir-qhan's 
ſiſter, and younger brother to Morad-ſhir-qhan, having received three 
wounds, one of which was by a muſket ball which traverſed his body at the 
navel, had fallen ſenſeleſs on the ground, and he was reputed dead: when 


— 


the governor paſſing that way, recollected that he had been his play- fellow in 


his childhood; and obſerving figns of life in him, he ordered him to be plac- 


ed on his Paleky and carried to his tent, where able Chirurgeons were or- 


dered to attend him : but to no purpoſe: the wounds proving paſt remedy, 


he expired the third day. Aalef. qhan, ſon in law to Serdar-qhan, was one of 


thoſe who fled with M8rteza-qhan, and ſaved his life. The governor after | 


having returned his humble acknowledgements to God Almighty for ſo ſig- 
nal a victory, alighted in Multepha-qhan's tent, where he received the reſ- 


pects and nu z urs of his commanders and officers: at night he retired to 


Abdol-aali-qhan, my uncle's tent, where he took pleaſure in expatiating 


with many encomiums upon his heroical valor, and the eminent ſhare he had 


had in the victory ; and as Muſtepha-qhan's elephant, ſtandard, and kettle- : 
drum, had been ſeized by Abdol-aali-qhan, after the battle, che governor, 


having ordered the muſick to play, requeſted him to keep the whole; and 


in his letters ot congratulation to the Viceroy his grandfather, he requeſted his 


intereſt at court, to the end that the above inſignia might be confirmed 
to his friend. The Viceroy hearing of the ſignal ſucceſs, obtained by his 


nephew s alertneſs and bravery, and informed of the eminent ſhare which 


Abdol-aali-qhan 
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Abdol-aali-qhan ; his relation had in it, ſent to each of them an elephant, z 
rich | Qbylaat, a poniard, and a ſabre with a hilt of gold enriched with je. 
wels. The two heroes hearing of theſe tokens of approbation, went out 
of the city to Djaafer-qhan's garden. to receive the preſents with the uſ. 

vil demonſtrations of reſpect on ſuch occaſions; and having their Qby- 

laats on, they made a profound bow towards Bengal, and then mounted to- 
gether to make their entry into the city of Azim-abad, with a great Teal of 
pomp arld magnificence. In a couple of months after, a kettle- drum and 


ſtandard came from the e for the brave Abdol- ali 125 
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Contents of the Sixth Section. . 


THE n government of greſſa given to a Gentoo, who is bubbled out of his pot by 
the Fakirs in the Marhatta Rhago-dji's intereſ.Vigorous anſwer - given by 
Aali-verdi-qhan to the Marhatta propoſals—Rhago-4ji rejoins—The refuged 
Afgbans reſcued and taken into pay by the Marhattas—A coolneſs and then a ſharp 
dialogue between the governor of Azimabad and Abdol-aaly-qhan—A ſharp ac- 

tion between Aali verdi-qhan and the Marhittas—Another action in which 
Doft-mabmed-qhan, a new man, diſtinguiſbes himſelf —Tbe Marhattas over- 

thrown at Catwa with great ſlaughter, —Aali-verdi-ghan tired of the war — 
Treachery in the Afehans of the Bengal army, diſcovered—He celebrates the 
nuptials of his two grand ſons, Seradj-ed-do81a and Ceram-ed-do81a—Some ac 
count of Mirza-yredj-qhan, father-in-law to Seradj-ed-do8lah—Some account 
of Mir-C8bra, — Mir-Djaafer-qhan and Ata-ollah-qhan conſpire againſt Aali-ver- 
di-ghan—The conſpiracy diſcovered and puniſhed—The Marhattas defeated a 
fourth time—T he governor of Azimabad aſpires to independence, and takes the 
disbanded Afghans in his pay — Who conſpire againſt him— And murder him.— 
The Afghans ſpread throughout the city, which they plunder —The murderers 
reſobved to fland their ground againſt Aali-verdi- han. —Affecting ſpeech of the 
latter to his troops He provides for his capital, and marches to Azimabad 
Brave defence made by Din- mabmea— The Marhattas join the Afghans at Axi- 
mabad.—Pretentions of the latter againſt them. Battle of Barr, near Azima- 
bad, There the murdering generals are all ſlain, and their troops put to the 
fevord.—The Viceroy ſends for the Ladies of the Afghan generals, and treats 


them with the noun decency— His extreme delicacy and er on {IN ac- 
N 


It muſt beremember &d chat Aali-verdi- -qhan had ban his part in the ſecond 
campaign againſt Muftepha-qhan; and it was then that intelligence came to 
camp of Rhago-dji Bhofilah' > having invaded the 8refla. This invaſion was 


brought about in the following manner: Abdol-ref31l-qhan governor of dreſſa 


had payed ſo much regard to the rupture between his uncle and Aali- verdi- 


gan, as to quit his poſt, andt to go over with his whole brigade to Muſtepha-qhan's 
ws 3 P aſhſtance 
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affiſtance: He had left the govenment to 4. Naib or deputy of his, which he 


| appointed, without how ever meddling g with Radja DP3lobram, who had becn 


appointed his agent-general by the Viceroy, > and was fon to a prime miniſter : 


of courſe on the governor ; deſertion, the cov ernment deſolved on this Gentoo, 
to whom the Patent and inſignia of Governor came from M8rfh8dabad ſoon 
ok But D8lobram: was unfit for ſuch an office: ſcrupulouſly attached t0 
bis religious practices, he was much addicted to the company of Brahmanz 


and Sany af bes, 3 7 or Gentoo F akyrs, WhO intirely governed him; whereas he 
en averſe to the chmpany of bis militery officers, moſt of whom were 
Maufilinen; and it 1 obſervable that moſt of thoſe Sanyaſſees were Rhago. dji- 
LhofMah' 8 ſpies; : who thereby receiving frequent: intelligence of Dolobran' 
eontemptible Sondud and of the weakneſs of his goverment, erected his ſcheme 
vpon thar knowledge. He was confirmed in his reſolution by letters which 
he then received from Moſtepha-qhan, who invited him to a community of 
intereſts. and warkare ; the Marhatta Prince, who ſince his general's murder, 
was like an untrodden ſnake, retired within its hole, from whence he watched 
the moment of "revenge, debe upon this invitation as on a particular interpo- 
fition from heaven i in his behalf: putting himſelf therefore at the headof four- 
teen thou: horſe, he mai ched towards Bengal, creſſed the mountaino!s 
trace betwixt his Fo LID and dreſſa, and arrived en the frontiers of that 
oountry: whulſt D8lobram, meanly buſy with his Sanyaſſees on dle ſhore of 
the river, was kept in fo grofs an ignorance, that the enemy was cloſe upon: 
Kim, before he had ſuſpected any thing of the matter. Mir-abdol-aziz, that 
worthy officer, and venerable Séyd of Semana, of whom we have ſome while 


ago made mention, had forge Þ how | got intelligence ot the enemies being cloſe 
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(37) Theſe 4H akyrs either-go intirely naked, or juſt cover their privities, and no more, if, ponitent. There 
are ſome others, u ho live in troops together, and are conſiderable merchants, mai ching in droves, and keeping 
tiieves aud bandittees alliſtance : they wear aturbant, a piece of linen round. their -loins, and a kind of DOP 


or ſheet, which occaſionally covers the whole body: all that is of a faini brick colour. That they have no Wo- 


men among themſelves, is ring put: it is univerſally en, that wo TR Ore on another article, 
_ lufuutely more criminal. 
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and at hand; angl on the firſt intelligence, he. got upon his horſe, and went to 


court immediately with about twenty troopers, that were at hand, giving orders 
do his people to mount, and follow him without loſs of time : being arrived 

at D8lobram's door, he found that he was aſleep yer, and knew nothing of the 
Marhattas and a full hour more was ſpent in waiting for his riſing : meat» 
while a general uproar having riſen throughout che city of Catec, people 
began to fly and provide for their ſatety; It was then, and not ſooner, that 
D8lobram being awakened, came out half naked, and without a turbant, 
and in that condition, got into his Paleky, wich intention to take ſhelter in 


the caſtle of Bhara-Bhaty, which was not far off. Mir-abdol-aziz was 


following him with the troops that were with him: they were advancing 
together, when at ſome diſtance, but ſtill within the city, he ſtopped a while t 
ſpeak to one of his men, and on turning his head about, he ſaw ſome Marhat- 
ta troopers bufy in {tripping people, and D8lobram on foot, endeavouring to- 
Kulk about ſome ruined houſes; on light of this, he ran forwards, and ſeiz- 
ing him by the arm, he reproached him with his cewardice. “ Why are you 
« frightned, cryed be, and why do you render yourſelf comemptible? get 
upon this horſe, and follow me: theſe are no more than people intent on 
« plunder and ſac: believe me, there is time yet to- retire into the Caſtle; 


and reſt aſſured that Iwill not leave you here.. D lobram, recoycring 


from his fright, mounted upon his horſe, and was immediately ſurrounded by 
the officer” s troopers, Who carried him ſafe to the gate of the caſtle. Mean 
while forme of D8lobram's- ſoldiers joined him, as did ſome detached ſoldiers: 


from the other corps by a few at a time; ſo that in a little time he fund: 


lumſelf with a good number of troops in and about the ſortreſs. Bur Rha- 


go· ji arriving a little after, belieged the caſtle immediately; and Dꝭ lobram 
was now: frightened in earneſt; aud being informed alſo that Aali-verdi- 
' quan, his maſter was gone on an expedition againſt Muſtepha-qhan, he Y ield- 


ed to the 4 intreaties and ſuggeions: of the Sanyaſlces, who propoſed to medi- 
| | ate 
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ate an agreement; and he reſolved to make himſelf eaſy, as he wanted no more 
than his life. With this view he held conſultation with his commanders and 
officers: ſome of theſe out of compliment to their governor, voted for an im- 
mediate ſurrender; and ſome thought it was too late to make any effectual 


reſiſtance in ſo unprepared a ſtation : But they were oppoſed by Mir-Abdol- 


_ azirand ſome others, who thought ſuch a ſurrender diſhonorable to their 


maſter Ali-verdi-qhan, and diſgraceful to themſelves; and they were for fight. 
ing and defending the place. DSlobram inclined to an agreement; and he was 
deluded into it by his Sanyaſſees at laſt. After many days conferences Dolo. 


bram came out of the fortereſs, and went to pay a viſit to the Marhatta 


prince, accompanied by all his commanders and officers, and even by a 


brother of Mir-Abdol-aziz, who came out with ten or twelve of his men. 


But that commander himſelf, with three or four hundred of his ſoldiers, re. 


mained in the Fort, together with a number of towns-men who had taken 


ſhelter in it. D8lobram-after his viſit, wanted to return home; but was pre- 


| vented by the Marhatta, who objefted to his returning in the heat of the 


day, and deſired his accepting of an entertainment prepared in a tent ſet-up 
for his taking ſome reſt: he alſo diſtributed the governor's eficers amonoſt 
his own commanders, recommending their being handſomely uſed and en- 
tertained, like ſo many gueſts. The officers ſeeing an entertainment ſpread 
for them, ſoon layed down their arms, looſened their girdles, and having 
partaken of the entertainment, they retired to take ſome reſt; but on their 
waking-up they found themſelves priſoners and in confinement; and every 
one of them repented, but too late,of his credulity. On hearing of this treachery 


Mir-Abdol-aziz aſſumed the command of the fortreſs, and prepared for its 
defenſe. The prince diſappointed, ſent him his own brother, to- perſuade 


him to a ſurrender; and this brother was accompanied by envoys which Dolo- 
bram himſelf had ſent to his people for the ſame purpoſe. * Abdol-aziz an- 


Firered his 5 on brother in theſe terms : 0 Sir, tell Rhago-dji that at preſent 
| ods; [ 
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« f have neither brother nor maſter : we are ſervants to one lord, who is 
« Aali-yerdi-qhan' the formidable in war. | Some ungrateful cowards have 


gone over to you, and liſtened to your words, but as for us, we ſhall de- 


« fend this fortreſs, as becomes faithful ſoldiers, and as long as breath ſhall re. 
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« main in our boſoms; and this is our laſt reſolution.” The brave commander 
proved as good as his word; and for a month and ſome days, he fuſtained a 
vigorous ſiege. Theſe events were taking place, at the very time when the 
Viceroy of Bengal recalled by the ſolicitations of Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, his 
nephew, who announced Rhago-djr's invaſion in the 8refſa, had quitted his ert 


On 
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pedition of Azim-abad, to return to Bengal. Although he heard of D8lobram's 
being entrapped, and of Abdol-aziz's (till defending himſelf, yet he forbore 
moving to his aſſiſtance, as he wanted to manage Rhago-dji, and had fent to 
him a gentleman, lately come from Dehly, called Munaam-aali-qhan a perſon 
of eloquence and abilities. Rhago-dji, aſcribing ſuch an unexpected ftep 


to conſcious weakneſs, anſwered that he could not return home, unleſs he was 


complimented with three corors of rupees.” The Viceroy embarraſſed in his 
circumſtances, fpun out the negociation to a length, until hearing of Muſte. 
pha-qhan's defeat, he firſt of all returned his humble acknowledgement to Gd 
Aimighty, and then taking another tile with the Marhatta Prince, he turned a 


| , 8 a Wh. I, 7 f > | . „ Vigourovs mec. 
new leaf with him, and ſent him the following meſſage: an agreement brought CI Ort HAS. 


| 4 RS AY n , | | | il-verci-quan to 
about by dint of money, is the effect of either impotence, or ſome great hope: as to the f, the Marhuta's 
| | e | | propoſal. 


i inform you that by God's bleſſmg, the intrepid warriors, thoſe lions avide of flaughs 


ter and blood, are more covetous thay ever of another engagement with you, and more 


deſirous of fighting than hunters are of getting at their prey. © And as" to the ſecond 
article, I muſt tell you, that they cannot expect any bene fit from entering into'a treaty 
with ſo unfortunate and ſoill-fated a commander as you: matters landing this, the 
exreement you expect cannot be brought about but by a battle, when the lions giddy 
with the fumes of an-approaching ſlaughter, ſhall ſwim-over the blooay plain, [hail 
drag the Crocodiles of Barar to the ſlaughter, and tinge the element with ſtreams of 
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their blood; then and uot fooner, hoe ven ſhall have ovtained the victory, evill hate it 
in his potuer to propoſe an agreement to bis own mind. Rhag-dji on receiving 
this tneſſage; reſolutely anſwered in theſe words:] am came from a thouſand 


e Coſſes diſtance to encamp in chis corner of the domitions of your majeſty. 


* dus highneſs, (39) and do not ſee that you - DAYS as yet moved ſo little 
te as a hundred coſſes to receive your gueſts. This anſwer. produced 
the following; reply : 40 What you obſerve is nothing but truth; however 
the reaſon is that the rainy ſeaſon is at hand: pleaſe therefore to take 
« ſome reſt; and reſt. aſſured chat o. ſoon-as that / ſeaſon is over, L ſhall 
« not only move to meet you, as my gueſt, but ſhall have 'the- politene(; 
to reconduct you as far as your own heme.” Rhago-dji after this meſſige 
advanced towards Birbohom where he took up his quarters; from hence 
by parties he brought under his power the whole province of 8refla as far as 


. Midnip8r and Hedjly, together with great part of the Barde van. All this while 


the brave Mir-Abdol-aziz was defending the fortreſs of Bhara-bhaty but the 
place being ill furniſhed for a long defence, and above all wanting proviſions, 
he agreed to ſurrender it on condition of having his perſon, honor, and bag- 
gage ſafe, as well as that of his people; and that noneof them ſhould be forced 
to take party with the Marhattas. This treaty was inſured by a paper ſent 


Him by Rhago-dji under his hand and-ſeal, and under the hands and ſeals of 


all his principal commanders, who figned as guarantees to the performance 
of the articles: on theſe conditions he ſurrendered the fortreſs ; and after hay- 
ing tarried a few days in the Marhatta camp, he took his leave of the Mar- 
hatta prince, and went to MSrſh8dabad. Dslobram remained a priſoner 
'one full year, or even ſome months more; nor was he releaſed but by the me- 
diation of ſome Bankers, who paid a ranſom of three lacs of rupees for him: 
after which he returned to M8rſh8dabad, where the Viceroy repayed the mo- 
ney to his father, a miniſter with whoſe * ſervices he was mn 
fied. ne bd ly 3 82 


(9) 9) Me habet-Jjungy or the emo: in battles -was Was the We which the Viceroy went by, 8 
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Wurst che Marhatta Prince was e in ache Birbohum, there. came let- 


ters and petitions from M8rteza-qhan and B8lend-qhan, and the other Afghan 
officers who bad taken ſhelter x in the mountains of Macri-cogh after the loſs of | 


the battle: The Yemindars of thoſe parts had ſuffered them to build themſelyes 


huts in thoſe mountains, but caſt a wiſhful eye upon ſome of thoſe things 


which. thoſe refugees had been able to bring with them: on the other hand, 
the Zemindars of Sarſeram, named Pahluvan-ſing, and Sot-hur-ſfing had re- 
ceived letters from the governor of Bahar, which recommended their taking 


cate; thi thoſe refugees. ſhould not find means to eſcape. But by this time, 


the Afghans tired wich living in a country infeſted with myriades of ſnakes and 


wis;and/to exiſt like men buried alive, bad of hemſelves repeatedly written, 


inthe humbleſt terms 10 Rhago-dji, to ſupplicate © his zaking the trouble of 


« coming to their aſſiſtance; and they promiſed, in caſe oftheir being delivered 


from their loathſome habitations, to addict their whole lives to his ſervice, 
* without quitting his ſtandards, unleſs diſmiſſed.” They added, © that they 


« would ever keep that favour of his as 2 ring hanging at their ears, and 
« would carry all their lives on cheir ſhoulders the trappings of attachment, 


« and ſincerity.” Rhago- dji finding his advantage inattaching to his perſon 
and cauſe ſome thouſand Afghans, all old ſoldiers, equipped at all points, 
{cr out for Berbohum a little before the end of the rains, and taking his 


route over the mountains of that country, and through the hills and vallies 
of Carrick-p8r, he in his way acroſs the province of Azim-abad, ſackgd 


and plundered the town of Ticcary and Sheh- 1 with their et ter- 
ritory: after which he forded the Sohon, weat into the hills of Sarſeram, and 
delivered the Afghans from their miſery; he then deſcended. into the plain, 
and encamped at Aryel. His army by the junction of che Afphans, amoun- 
ted now to full twenty, thouſand horſe. Immed iately after him, Aali-verdi- 
qhan arrived at Azim-abad at the head of twelve thouſand horſe, all old 


boldicrs, decermined to put an end to his quarrel wich the Machattas. His 
| nephew 


517 2 


The refugied 
Afghans joined 
by the Marhat- 
tas. 


” - 1 9 ; ” * 7 RF , * «+ d 3 4 | > 
S eee, 


nephew, the Governor of the Province went out to 4 great ditaner- meet 
lim; and had the honor of kiſſing his uncle's tootſteps; after which he remain- 

ed ſome time in camp, Aalizverdi- qhan having been pleaſed to r ſome 
days i in enjoying his relations, kinſmen, and friends. : 

© And here it muſt be mentioned that ſome months before his arrival, 2 
coolneſs and indifference had taken place between the Governor of Azim- 
abad and Abdol-ali- qhan ; and the coolneſs increaſing, their faces had been 
obſcured with the duſt of fo much diſcontent and diſguſt, chat the former 
love and union had been ſucceeded by ſeparation and diſtanee.. The iub. 
ject vas a certain note which the Governor had written to Abdol-ali-qhan, i in 


which were ſome ſharp expreſſions, the purport and ſenſe of which was this: 
«© My brother Radj a Kyret- chund, has received wounds in the battle Againſt 
Muſtepha-qhan, and has rendered many ſervices: and what has done your 


Lordſhi p- chat ö vo ſhould require fo much gratitude at my hands, and 
require it as your due? Abdol-ali-qhan” ſhocked” at the” drift” of the 


ate. abſtained from going to court; but on the Vieroy" S arrival, Who was 
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Acoldars ant His maternal uncle, he reſolved to attach himſelf to him, after having 


then a ſharp 

eee quitted the governor 5 ſervice, he intended henceæfor ward to ſpent the re- 
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dabad. With thisview, he once after dinner, remained on purpoſe i inthe Prin- 

ce J tent where there were chen only a few perſons, ſuch as Hadji-abmed; his 

lor the Gov ernor, and myſelk: and finding the moment favourable, he brought 

| the diſcourſe upon himſelf, and mentioned his intention : obſerving that he 

: 1 had now given up all his connections at Azimabad, and wiſhed to ſpend the 
ne of bis days in Bis uncle” S ſervice, as he could no tnore bear to live in 


A, ee on . 


| the Governor's court. The Viceroy, who wanted to {oth his mind; anſwer- 


ed with nadie, * chat ſuch was the complexion. of the preſent times, that 


6 diſſentions were ariſing between a fon and his father, and enmity had been 


. 7 IF, 


6 condeiy'd | by a brother againſt a brother; fie added; that he had lived to ſee 
with aa ſuck 


MUTACHERTN _—_ 


«6 doch things (he alludedin thisto a very indecent diſpute thathad happened wo. 

et or three days ago, between Said-ahmed-qhan and Hadji-ahmed, his kan! 
cc upon a ſmall object, in which himſelf (Aali-verdi-qhan,) had mediated a 

“ reconciliation.) If ſuch diſagreeable quarrels. and enmities can find their way 

* amongſt fathers and ſons, continued he, and between brothers and brothers, 

where is the wonder that there ſhould ariſe a diſſatisfaction between you and 


cc Zin-eddin-abmed-qhan, who are ſons only of two uncles? Abdol-aali- qhan an- 


ſwered coldly, that if quarrels ſhould happen between brothers and children, he did 
not wonder at it, as they were cobeirs; but that he did not comprehend, why he, J 
rho ret 0 more than a ſervant, ſhould become the object of a quarrel? If I am 


fit for any thing, added he, let me be kept on an honorable footing ; ; endif am 


not ſo, diſmiſs me at once, without wounding w delicacy with. diſagreeable ex- 
preſtons 20 odious refleftions, zobich I cannot bear with | any regard to my Ho- 
our. What means" ſuch à letter as this, for inflance® and whois that Kyret- 
und, that ſuch a pimp ſhould be compared with, and even prefered, to me? At this 
expreſſion, in eddin- Ahmed - chat took fiie:"His"colour chan ged; and he ſaid 
« that he wWobld- riſk his life to defend tlie honour and character of a Kyret- 
% chund.“ He added, < that Kyret chund wis he, whole father's ſlippers had” 
2 been carried by the Suceſtet w f every one: by all. (im this be alluded to 
this particular, that Kyret-chund's father was Ptime Miniſter or Divanto Shujah- 
qhan, and the fountain bead of all preferment, at a time when Hadji· ahmed 
and his younger brother Aali- verdi: qhan, made their appearance at that 
court) Abdol-ali- : anſwered coldly, e that as his father had never carried 


« the flippers of any one's father, lie did not ſee why Kyret-chund ſhould be 


«c 
da man of fo much importance for him.” The converſation growing 


varm, the V iceroy interpoſed, by deſiring Abdol- aly-qhan, to contain him- 

kf; and he added theſe words : proy, friend, why do you become angry. 4 zu- . 5 
edin. ab med. ghar” s ollufon refers | fo me. Ar theſe words. of Aali-y erdi- > 

qhanꝰ 55 the nephew held his tongue, and did not offer another Gable; and 
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The diſpute ſubfided. A few days after, the Viceroy fent for his nephew in a 
AIRS... private cloſer, and after having {poke to him, he deſired his living upon good 
| AI vs terms with Abdol-ali-qhan; at the fame time, he fent for the latter, and obtain- 
ed of him as well as of the other, that they ſhould embrace each other, and that 
their diſſatisfaction ſhould be brought to an end. my 
Arx this tranſaction, Aaly-verdi-qhan accompanied by his two Nepheus, 
and by Ata-ollah-qhan and Seradj-ed-dol8lah, decamped from BankypSr, and 
went to encamp at Noburt-p8r, without being able to find one ſingle Marhatta by 
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the way. In advancing farther, many ſcreams were heard, and a moment after, 


— — — 


it was found that the noiſe aroſe from ſome Marhatta troopers, who having fallen 
uponthe baggage, had diſappeared immediately with ſome plunder. The next 
day, having ranged his army in battle, and ſupported his flanks by artillery, he 
moved forwards; and it was remarked that there were not leſs than fix perſons 
in that army that enjoyed the honor of a kettle-drum, and no leſs than five, that 
were honoured with the inſignia of the mahy or fiſh. The commanders of the 
Van-guard or the firſt line were Mir-djaafer-qhan,and Shimſhir-qhan the Af 
ghan : at his right Ata-ollah-qhan and Serdar- qhan; at his left, Zin-eddin- 
ahmed - qhan. The flank was put under the care of Sayd - ahmed- qhan who was 
ſupported by Sheh- Djehan- yar, and by Omer-qhay. Rahem-qhan was ſeated 
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on the Elephant that carried the Viceroy's main ſtandard; and that prince was 
in the centre with a choice body of troops, commanded by Fakyr-Oollah-beg- 
qhan, and N8r-ollah-beg-qhan, and ſome other officers of character. The 1 
my, marched the whole night in that order of battle, eager to meet the ene- 
mies, and deſirous of an engagement; but no enemy appeared: only at day-break 


ſome of their horſe were ſeen at a great diſtance from the reach of cannon, 


plundering ſome defenceleſs villages; and the victorious army continuing its 


march, arrived at the Ranie's reſeryoir near Muhely-p8r, where it encampeX 
| | | Rhago-dji happened to be encamped there abouts alſo, without ever ſuſpecting 
that the enemy by a forced march would overtake him there. Mirdjaaffer- 
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quan and Shimſhir-qhan, who commanded the vanguard, and were the fore= _ + 


moſt, fell at once upon the enemy; and Rhago-dj1 ſurpriſed, but not diſnay- 


ed, mounted immediately, without having time to range his army in battle; but 


he was dircQiy ſurrounded. by his guards; and the different Corps of the 
Marhattas mounting ſucceſſively, attacked the enemy in order to diſengage 


their general: a furious engagement took place between Mir-Djaaffer-qhan 


and them; and the combat became ſo ſerious, that a report ran unanimouſly, 
that Rhago-djj had never eſcaped, but for a negle& of Shimſhir-qhan's, or 
poſſibly by his treachery. In a little time the Viceroy himſelf came to the 
ſupport of his troops, and the enemy was giving way. But whilſt thoſe two 
commanders were engaged wich a body of Marhattas, we who were with 
Abdol- ali-qhan, were all engaged with another. That officer had only his 
brigade againſt ſome thouſands of them; yet he ſtood his ground, until 
Medy. neſſar- quan mounted upon Sàyd- ahmed- qhan's ſtandard elephant. poined 
us with a body of troops: here a deal of mutual ſlaughter enſued, and great 
things were intended, when night came on, and parted the combatants. The ene- 
my giving way retired karther, and halted z and the Viceroy not chuſing to ad- 
vance in the dark, ſtayed were he was, and paſſed the night in a ſmall tent pro- 
vided for him, and for him only; for all the principal commanders of the army, 
that is, his two nephews and a very few others, took ſhelter under ſoime trees: the 
reſt of the army ſtood where it was; nor did any one know what had become of 
the baggage; nor did any one in ſo dark a night, chuſe to venture afar in- 
queſt of it. Some more impatient than others paſſed che whole night in in- 
quiries, and filled the whole army with cries and tumult. Abdol-Aaly-qhan, 
with the poorman and Allah-yar-qban, half brother to the Viceroy, and 


ſome other perſons of diſtinction, paſſed che whole night watching in the Viceroy's 


tent. At day break the baggage was found in a neighbouring plain, abandonned 
by all, but untouched. The poorman's baggage, as well as that of Abdol-aaly- 


quan's was found alſo withouta man to watch over it; but yẽt untouched. Every 


one 
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one having relteſned himſelf, the army marched again: The vba offering 


battle every day to the enemy, and every day in vain, became tired of thei: 


k backwardneſs; and he left the buſineſs to his officers, who would every day beat 


ſome. party of the Marhattas, and always with loſs to thoſe ravagers. It was in 


thoſe days that it appeared that the two Afghan Commanders were traitors in 
| their hearts; atleaſt, it was then that Aali-verdi-ghan conceived 1 


a gainſt them. 

I REMEMBER: that once being myſelfſ feated-withite the inner appartment of 
the Navvab-begum, conſort to Aali- verdi. qban, he came himfelf unexpect. 
edly, and having taken his ſeat, he ſeemed grieved and thoughtful.” The prin- 
ceſs having reproached him for that behaviour of his, and aſked the meaning 


ol his appearing with ſo clouded an aſ pect, he anſwered j in theſe words: I know 


nat wwhat is the matter; ; but þ find ſome uncommon appearance amongf my people. 
The Princeſs anxious about her conſorts qiſquietude, pitched upon two men 


Gf parts and character, and ſent them · as from herſelf, and in her on name 


to Rhago- dj: the firſt was Muzaffer-aaly-qhan- Bahadyr: the ſecond was 


Faky-aaly-ghan, Son to Hadji-abdollah, called the writer or hiſtorian, who- 
had been Divan at Perhampsr in the times, of, the Emperor Aorengzib.. 


They had Can”, to procure a.,pacification upon an equality, if, they ſaw any 


Ox erture for ic... "The envoys having landed at Mir-Habib's, who was the main- 


{; porter 0: © all Rhago- ji: 5 ſchemes, were introduced by him, and they deli- 


\ 


vered their meſſage. The Mar hatta, who had been often vanquiſhed, and did - 


not think himſelf a match for Aalt verdi-qhan „ Was glad of ſucha propoſal ; ; but: 


Mir Habib, who was the Viceroy's mortal enemy, did not conſent to it; and 


ha turned. Rhago. Jji's mind intirely adviſing him to avail himſelf of his ſupe- 
riority in horie to give the enemy the ſlip, ſo as to arrive before him at Mörſns- 
cCabad, whe ere Nevaziſh mahmed-qhan commanded without troops, and where 
mighty things might be done. Khago dji reliſhing the advice; took to the | 
road of Moor ſhoodabad, and was Immediately followed by the Bengal army. 


But as part of the proviſions that fo! lowed 1 it had been forſaken and loſt ſome 


das 
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days ago,and none were procured but by force and with dirt of ſabre, viduals 
became dear in? camp, and then ſcarce, and at laſt inviſible; the country 
round being ſo ruined, as to furniſh none at all: in addition to all thoſe 
evils, the River Sohon having become fordable, did not afford ſufk- 
cient ſecurity, to the boats that might have brought proviſions. It was 
* ſuch a diſtreſsed condition that Aali-Verdi-qhan continued his march 
along the Sohon; and it was in one of theſe marches, that he was join- 
ed by two officers of valor ind renown, both in Zin- eddin- ahmed- 
qhan's ſervice: they were both covered with wounds. Theſe were Meh. 
ta-djeſvent-nagur, -and  Mir-gh8lam-aſhruff: they had both been detain- 
ed at Azimabad for ſome urgent buſineſs ; and when it was done, they had 
reſolved to join their maſter, and to prove thereby their zeal and attachment 
to his ſervice. Although the roads were ſcoured day and night by the ene- 
my's horſes, and there was no paſſing undiſcovered, nevertheleſs with- 
out minding the times, they had the imprudence to ſally forth from the city, 
and to advance towards the army with a ſmall number of brave men that 
choſe to ſtand by them. But they did not go far: the Marhattas having over 
taken them, wanted to plunder and ſtrip them; and as they refuſed to ſub- 
mit to that indignity, they were ſurrounded and attacked with f Pears and long 
ſrords; and a ſharp-engagement took place, in which the enemy mixed con- 


tumelious language with heavy blows: at laſt both thoſe officers were dangerous 


_ ly wounded, and both were felled to the ground; and both were ſtriped; and 


their baggage was plundered and rifled. Nor was it but ſome time after, 
that they recovered ſo far their ſenſes, as to arrive at the army, both nak - 
ed, and both vey much wounded: the Gentoo officer in particular, having loſt: 
the whole of his noſe by a ſtroke of a ſabre. It was over a country {o totally 
rained that Aali-· verdi · qhan arrived at Azimabad, where having obſerved that 
Fhago-dii was haſtening his march, he quitted that city, to follow the enemy 
lo Bagha!-poor, where having advanced towards che ver that runs by Cham- 
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panagur, 1 ſuburb of that town, he took ſhelter under ſome trees, from whence 


he ſent forwards the Brigade he had with him, together with moſt of tho offi. 


cers preſent; and theſe: had orders to look out for a proper encampment, 


Rhago-Dji who was always well informed, availed himſelf of that opportunity; 


and turning the Brigade, he ſuddenly made his appearance at the head of five 
or ſix thouſand horſe. The Viceroy without betraying the leaſt perturbation or 


fear, afſembled thoſe about him, and they did not amount to above ſix hun- 
dred perſons of all ſorts, and puting himſelf at their head, he advanced to 
the enemy, and charged vigerouſl 7. He bad at chat time with him an officer 
whom he had lately retained 1 in his fervice, and who in paying his reſpects, 
had ſpoke very advantageouſly of himſelf, and required a great deal of diſ 


tinction: the Viceroy recollecting the circumſtance, now ſent for Doſt-mah- 


med- qhan, (for ſuch was the man's name) © and he told him that this was 
e the time to approve himſelf the man he had pretended to be, and to ſhew 
« himſelf worthy of thoſe diſtinctions which he had claimed as his due.” The 


man, without waiting for an other word, put his horſe on a gallop, and ſpying 


a body of men that cut a better figure than the reſt (and in fact it was Rhago- dj 


himſelf ſurrounded by his beſt mounted ſpearmen,) he ruſhed amongſt 
them, ovelthre sone man killed another, wounded a third g and ſeized a fourth, 
with which he came back to Aali-verdi-qhan, to whom he preſented his priſon- 
er, and who loaded him with encomiums. By this time aſſiſtance had come; 
and Rhago - dj being furrounded i in his turn wit this body of horſe, was aaply 
regaled with every thing which ieee ſabres, and ſpears could afford; ſo 
that finding that he could ſtand no more; he turned about, and fled: his troops 
after having plundered ſome baggage, took to flight alſo. But this action did 
not pleaſe Rhago- dji at all: keeping the high road became unſuitable to his 


circumſtances, as it was impoſſible but the two armies would meet at laſt; and 


being unwilling to engage any more, he gave the enemy the lip, wich in- 


tention to be before band wich him about Msrſhadabad. The Marhatta 
therefore 


MUTAQHER I x. 


terefore moved from Bagalp8r, ftruck to the right, and got into the hilly 


country; and Aali-verdi-qhan having wrote to his nephew at the capital to be 
upon his guard, advanced by forced marches ;'and he was ſo lucky as to arrive 


55 


at the city one day after the arrival of Rhago-dji's, who had already burned 


and ſacked che too Suburbs of Chapaideh, and chat called Mir-Djaafer- 


han's garden. But on the Viceroy's arrival, he did not think proper to re- 
main ſo near him: decamping therefore immediately, he wheeled, towards 


the ſouthern and weſtern ſuburbs of the city. The Vieztoy having given 


three or four days reſt to his army, marched on- through the out-ſkirts of the. 


city, and went to encamp at Amany-gundj : from whence he advanced on 


the enemy, and having overtaken him at the Rany's reſervoir, cloſe to Catwa, 


there enſued a ſharp engagement, in which ſuch a ſlaughter was made of the 
Marhattas, that Rhago-dji deſpaired of ſucceſs; and fearing the deſtruction 
of his whole army, he turned about, and fled fo earneſtly, that henceforward 
he avoided the open plain, and availed himſelf of the ſkirts of the hilly coun- 
try on the weltern back of Bengal. Aali-verdi-qhan continued purſuing with- 
out ceaſing - and Rhago-dji having conſulted his generals,” it was thought 
proper, as they had loſt ſo many of their men in their laſt engagement, to 
make the beſt of their way to their own country, from whence they had re- 
ceived terrible news a few days ago: leaving therefore two or three thouſagd 
Marhatta horſe, and fix or ſeven thouſand Afghans, under the command 
of Mir-Jabib, the Marhatta prince departed, very much humbled by the 
ill ſugceſs of his expedition; and news were coming one after another that he 


intended to quit Bengal, until at laſt it was found he had wy quitted the 
very frontiers of it. 


Tars campaign had an advantageous appearance: the enemy had been 
beaten and expelled : but the army fatigued by ſuch repeated campaigns, 
and exceeded with toil in the laſt, had .grown tired off the war; and Aali- 
verdi-qhan perceived that officers as well ſoldiers were equally weary with 
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him{cif: he wanted himſelf ſome releaſe from his toils, and wiſhed to enjoy 


ſome reſt, as having a variety of purpoſes in view: he intended to marry the 


ſons of his ſeveral daughters; and to prepare neceſſaries for the ceremonics: he 


wanted to gain the hearts of the ſoldiery by affording them ſome releaſe : he 
had . ſome refractory Zemingars to bring to order: laſtly, the wiſh of his 
heart was to enjoy che nuptials of Seradſ-ed-dögla, and Eeram-edd681lah bis 
two darlin iS grandſons. All thoſe objects required his preſence in the city, 
to which he immediately returned; and firſt of all he applied himſelf to buſineſs, 
and eſpecially to that of quieting the country, and affording ſome relief to 
the wearied buſbandman': he next turned his views towards refiting | the ne- 
ceſſarics of war, and promoting his officers according to their merits. Doſt 
mahmed-qhan, that officer who had continued to diſtinguiſh himſelf in 
in the late campaign, and was now riſing up to that favor which lie enjoyed 
in its height ſome years after, was promoted to the command of a brigade, 
and complimented with many favors : as did Mir-cazem-qhan, who was alſo 
promoted to the command of a brigade: this officer enjoyed already the tittle of 
Babadyr or valiant, and had diſtinguiſhed himſelf eminently. Theſe two officers 


having conceived an affection for each other, marched together, attacked to- 


gether, and were performing together heroical actions in imitation of each 


other : their characters riſing daily in the eſtimation of the public, as well as 
their mutual attachment to each other, they came at laſt to be the moſt re- 
nowned commanders in the Bengal army; and it muſt be acknowledged, that 
they were both officers of ineſtimable merit; and that whenever an opportunity 
offered, they did not fail to perform ſuch valorous actions, as acquired them 
the admiration of their brother officers, and ** applauſe of the public, in be- | 
ſtowing which both enemies and end became unanimous. ſy 

W have already mentioned that in the engagement with Rhago- dj: at the 
Rani's releryoir Shimſhir-qhan had ſuffered him to eſcape; and that a little 


after, indices of defection and treaſon had appeared in the behaviour of two of 
Aali- verdi. qhan s 


* 
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Aali-verdi-qhan' s principal commanders, namely the Afghans Sumi. abe 


and Serdar-qhan. Such a diſcovery could not but impreis the Viceroy 
with ſorrow and inquietude, eſ pecially with regard to the latter. In the ſe- 
quel there appeared ſome further indices, and ſomething like a concert be- 
tween theſe two commanders and the Marhattas. So many extraordinary 
proceedings of their's which hitherto had appeared unaccountable, were now 
aſcribed ro chat cauſe, i in ſo much that their maſter had long ago ceaſed to re- 
poſe any edinfidunce 1 in them. The principal of thoſe indices appeared on the 
following occaſion: on Rhago-dji's arrival in tlze environs of M8rſh8dabad, 

and even whilſt he was encamped in the Birbohum, the rains were drawing to 
their end, and the entrance of the river Bagraty becoming fordable, the boats 
who uſed to come laden with proviſions, had ceaſed to come directly to the city, 
and were obliged to land them at Bagvangolah, at ſix or ſeven coſſes diſtance, 
from whence only they could be brought over a tract of land; and as the road 


was infeſted with perpetual parties of the enemy's, the proviſions could not 


come up, unleſs eſcorted by commanders of character and truſt. It was for 


theſe reaſons that the Viceroy, who remained encamped at Amany-gundj, on 
the ſouthern fide of the cicy, appointed the two Afghan officers to eſcort the 
proviſions, and to keep the road clear of the enemy's incurſions : but this pre · 
caution did not prevent the proviſions and oxen from being ſeveral times plun- 
dered and ſeized. So many miſcarriages having raiſed a ſuſpicion in the 
viceroy⸗ 8 mind, he appointed his own nephew Sayd- abmed- qhan to take 
care of the ſafety of the roads; and this ſervice having been effectually per- 
formed, the former miſcarriages recurred to his mind, and were attributed to 
a want of fidelity; and the ſuf picions being confirmed by ſubſequent proceed- 
ings of their's, that had been hitherto doubtful a cautions were given to his 
moſt truſty commanders to beware of them, and to be on the watch. It was 


conjectured now that the neglect of which thoſe two commanders were guilty, 


aud the undutiful behaviour for which they had been remarkable, were foment- 
. 1 
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ed by connections with, Rhago-dji; Y and even ſome. ſhrewd perſons affirmed 
that the Marhatta bad gained over to bis party on one, hand Ata-ollah-qhan, 
on promiſe of beſtowing upon him che government. of Azim-abad, when it 


ſhould be conquered ; and on the other, had attached to his intereſt the 
two Afghan commanders by a promiſe of a lac of rupees in money, With 


.the command of twelve thouſand horſe, if they could manage. fo as, make 
away with, Zin-eddin-ahmed- qhan, the governor of the province; and in caſe 
the city of Azim-abad . ſhould be taken by their means, they were to have 


two lacs of rupees more, and the Fodjary of Derbanga, over and above the 


command of the twelve thouſand horle promiſed : letters were paſſing like- 


wiſe bet ween the two parties. Others, however, were of opinion, that thoſe 


two men being ambitious, and at the head of a great force, had of ſolve 


conceived aſpiring thoughts of dominion, and had applied to the Marhatta ge- 


'neral for his ſupport. Be it as it may, theſe two commanders, either becauſe | 


| they reſigned of themſelves the i lervice, or becauſe indices of a malevolent dil- 


poſition had been perceived in their conduct, were boch diſmiſſed about the 
year 1159. 2 | | 
LT was in this fame year and at the beginning of the rains, that Aali-yerdi 


quan aſſembled his relations and friends of Azim- abad, to celebrate the nup- 


| tials of his favorite grandlons, Serajd-ed-do8lah and Ecram-ed-do8lah. Had- 


J-abmed, their paternal grand- father, had ior ſome particular reaſons excuſed 
himſelf, and did not come to. the feaſt; But Zin-eddin- ahmed-qhan and 
Abdol- ali qhan arrived with their conſorts, families, and dependants. The 


nuptials were celebrated with the utmoſt pomp and magnificence. The fealt 


commenced by the nuptials of Ecram-ed-d68lah the younger brother : the 


reaſon was, that Ata-ollah-ghan's daughter, the virgin that had been betrothed 


to Seradj-ed-CdSlah, had died two or three years before; and it was intended 


by marrying Ecram-ed-d68! ah firſt, to another daughter of that nobleman's, 


to conſole and oblige Rabiah-begum, weir mother, a princeſs, who was 


niece 
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niece to Aali-verdi-qhan, as well as conſort to W t bah One thou- 


and qhy laats were beſtowed on that occaſion on the Viceroy's relations, 


kinſmen, friends, favorite commanders, and houſehold ſervants; and 
two thouſand more on occaſion of Seradj-ed-do8lah's nuptials; nor was any 
one of thoſe below a hundred rupees; and numbers were of a thouſand, and 
ſeveral more above that fam Several perſons of high diſtinction were beſides 


complimented with Jewels according to their ref; pective rank and ſtation; and 


for a month together or more there was a continual feaſting, and a continual 


ſeries of entertainments at the palace of Aali-verdi-qhan, and that of his eldeſt 


nephew and ſon-in-Jaw Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, where all comers were 


received without exception; nor was there a family or middling or low in 


the city chat did not partake of che ſeſtivity, by receiving ſeveral times tables 


of dreſſed victuals, called in India T'8rrahs; nor did any one of thoſe T 8rrahs 
colt leſs than twenty-five rupees, and ſome did coſt a grealt. deal more : ind 
thouſands and thouſands of ſuch prepared T8rrahs or entertainments were 
ſent all over the city to every Maffulman' s houſe. There is no deſcribing 
the illuminations, feux de joyes, and the artificial fires that ſeemed to have 
ſet both heaven and earth in a blaze, and to have given the inhabitants of 
M8rſh8dabad an idea of the garden of Arem (40). It was in this time of 
public and private feſtivity, that Sayd-ahmed-qhan, ſecond nephew and ſon- 
in-law to Aali-verdi-qhan, married his - owh daughter to Fahr-eddin-hufféin- 
quan, ſon to Seif-qhan, to whom ſhe had been betrothed : and as that young 
nobleman, in conſequence of the government and riches hereditary in his own 
family, Was extremely wealthy and oppulent, and had made preparatives 

equal to thoſe of Aali- verdi-qhan himſelt; Sayd-ahmed- -qhan, who enjoyed 

high offices and dignities, and was nephew to the reigning prince, felt him- 


felf fired with emulation in ſuch a manner, as not to betray the leaſt 


ll. 
8 * 96 © OO 2: . 
wn ——_— a. —— 
— — — 


„ 7 — — 
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quitted M8rſh8dabad without taking leave from any of theſe illuſtrious prin- 


as many effectual ones: he was alſo decorated with the inſignia of a fringed 


Es 
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inferiority. in his expence : in this manner the three nuptials were ce. 
lebrated with equal magnificence and pomp. By one of thoſe accident, 
that diſconcert the beſt layed ſchemes of men, the virgin, three days after 
her being carried by the bridegroom to his home, which day i is always dedi- 
cated to bathing,and i is called Chöuty, (41) died ſuddenly: a death that amaz. 
ed all the world, and was aſcribed by many to a variety of cauſes, the moſt 
probable of which was then reputed to be an indigeſtion: ſome aſcribed it 
to the practices of one of the father's favorite women, who took umbrage at 
the profuſion of preſents made to the bride: Beit as it vill, the-bridegroom 
who if he had afted prudently and moderately, would in all probability kave 
been complimented with another daughter, unaccountably gave way to his ſuſ- 


picions and reſentment, and took it into his head that they would make away 


with him likewiſe, and that the tragedy was only at its commencement : he 


ces with whom he had come to contract an alliance, and returned to PSrniah: 
a precipitation by which he diſhonored his character and nn whullt he 
rendered himſelf ridiculous by ſuch a want of decorum. 
Bur as we have fo often mentioned Ata-ollah-qhan, the reader will not ob- | 

ject to our giving here ſome account of that nobleman. Arta-olla-qhan was 
a near relation of Car-taleb-qhan, who was himſelf a Couſin- german of Shud- 
jah-qhan, once Viceroy of Bengal. On Aali - verdi-qhan's appointment to 
the government of Azim- abad, Ata- ollah-qhan had been inveſted with the 
government of Acbur-nugur-radjemahl, in which office he remained for a 


length of years, with the grade of fix thouſand horſe, and the command of 


Paleky and a Kettle-drum, and with the titles of Yzaz-edd68lah-bahadyr- 
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— 00 But we ſhall ſoon have occaſion to mention him again m 
this hiſtoty. Neis 


AFTER the death of that daughter of his bd been betrothed to Se- 


radj-edd68lah, that young prince was married to a daughter of Mirza-fred;j- 
qhan's, a nobleman whole hiſtory is in few words as follows: his erand-fa- 
ther Muſtepha C8ly-qhan was Divan or Prime-miniſter to, and in high fa- 


vor and truſt with Aazem-ſhah, ſon to Aoreng-zib; and fo long as that Prince 
made his reſidence at Ahmed-abad, being Viceroy of G8djrat, he was after him 
the principal man in that kingdom, where he enjoyed the higheſt offices and 
dignities. T hat nobleman had three ſons, Acbar-c8ly- -qhan, (father to this 


Mirza-ſtedj-qhan) Shah- c8ly-qhan, and Mirza-mahmed-naky: all three, 


noblemen of hi gh rank and character, and greatly eſteemed, cfpecially the 


two former. Muſtepha-c8ly-qhan dying in Azem-ſhah's life time, Shah- 
e8ly-qhan, to whom that prince had beſtowed che command of the artillery 
ſome days before bis giving battle to his brother Bahadyr-ſhah; was found 
amongſt the ſlain; and his elder brother, Ecber-c8ly-qhan, who had been 
appointed governor of Bagalps * repaired to Bengal, where mindful of the 
conſequences of a change of times, he lived with honor and credit during 
the whole of Feroh- ſyur S reign. His ſon Mirza-fredj-qhan, attached him- 
ſelf to the Seyds, and in particular to Hoſſcin-aali-qhan, the youngeſt of the 
two, with whom he was united in friendſhip, as well as with Ghatiret-aali- 
qhan, Sen eme to Hoſlein-aali-qhan, with whom he always appeared 
with ſplendor at court. On the cataſtrophe that befel the two Seyds he at- 
tached himſelf to the famous Ser-b8lend-qhan, whom he accompanyed into 
G8djrat, being in high favour with chat Neuer He parted with him how- 
ever, and repaired to Bengal, where Shudjah-qhan, who knew all his family, 
2nd ba, a high elteem from them all, took him near his LN and K 4 
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ſhewed him the utmoſt regard: he was in the battle. which Ser-Efraz-qlan 


gave to Aali-verdi-qhan at Gheriah, where he loſt his ſon, and were he wa; 
grievouſly wounded: after this, he retired to his houſe at M8rſh8dabad with. 
out ever appearing at Court; but Aali-verdi-qhan, Who knew his merit, ſent 


for him, took him in his fervice, and conſtantly ſhewed himſelf his friend and 


patron : he was much eſteemed in that prince's court, and had” particular con- 


nections with him ; and as that prince was fully apprized of the eminent cha. 


racter of all his anceſtors, and he knew all the luſtre of his family, he propoſed 
to him a match between his daughter and Seradj-ed-do3lah, to which Ata. 


ollah-qhan conſented. After the conſummation of the marriage, the Viceroy 


deſirous. to raiſe his new relation to dignities and employments, beſtowed 


upon him ſame of the beſt governments in Bengal, over and above the com- 
mand of a brigade ; and it was this brigade that ſtood in arms whilſt all was 
feſtivary 4 in M8rſh8dabad, on account of Seradj-ed-d68lah's wedding; and it 
was to him that orders were given to keep a watchful eye upon the quarters of 
the ſuſpected Afghan commanders. The weddings and feſtivities being over, 
Zin- eddin- ahmed- qban and Abdol-ali-qhan with their conſorts and families, 
took their leaves of the Viceroy and cheir noble relations, and returned to 
their palaces and offices at Azim-abad. But as ſoon as they were departed, 
the two Afghan commanders, who figured amongſt the principal officers of 
the army, as being at the head of fix or ſeven thouſand horſe of their own 
nation, ſuddenily aſked and obtained leave to return to Derbanga their native 
country ; and havingreceived their arrears in full, they ſet out for Mongher, 
from whence they croſſed over in boats; and two months had already elapſed | 
Gnce this departure, when Mir-aliMohar-kobra, who had been ſent for by 
Ata-ollah-qhan on the fame of His character, made his appearance at Mör- 


Jh8dabad. 
Taxis Mir-ali- aſghar-kobra, was a Seyd of the town of Fateh- 1. I in 


the province of Mevat, and had been in the ſervice of the famous Emir-qhan, 


dero 
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Viceroy. of Illah-abad, who was himfelt ſon to another famous Emir-qhan, 


Viceray of Cabsl. His father Mir- gholam-ahmed, a very ſhrewd, and very 
waryman, was likewiſe famous for courage and perſonnal proweſs. His ſon, 
in his youth, attached himſelf to a Derviſh or Fakir, that is a Fryar, who 
took care to initiate him early into many practices and cuſtoms uſed amongſt 
thoſe ſort of people, ſo that he became an adept in all their arts, and in all 
their ways of life; and now become himſelf a proficient, he returned into 
the world, where he endeavoured by ſpreading the net of ſaintſhip and of 
holineſs, to acquire power and authority; in fact he catched many a fiſh, and 
many an idiot, roſe into celebrity, and aſſumed the ſir- name of K8bra, that 
is, the great. But he had forged out another fir-name for himſelt, and this 


was that of Maaſs8m el-arefin : a ſtrange title, the ſignification of which we 


muſt ſuppoſe he well knew, In his ſpeeches to his idiot hearers, he made 


uſe of ſuch a lofty ſtyle, that they thought him endowed with thoſe celeſtial 
gifts and graces to which he laid a claim, and which he ſaid had not been 
communicated to the moſt glorious prophets and envoys (43). But as he 
had introduced ſome new laws about what is lawful and unlawful, (for in- 
ſtance, he held it unlawful to eat hen's eggs, ) ſome intelligent perſon aſked 
why he had made them unlawful to his diſciples? he anſwered, that he had 
never ſaid ſuch a thing: but only that for his own part he did not eat any. 
His followers had trumped up ſeveral ſtrange ſtories about him, for inſtance, 
that he once fell into a well, and on his being enquired aſter, and ſearch- 
ed for, he was found ſtanding in the air, witbout touching the ſurface 
of the water: this miracle having been immediately rumoured abroad, 
about five or fix hundred perſons flocked to his lodgings, profeſſed their be- 


lief in 8 and had the honour to be admitted amongſt his diſciples: in his 
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(43) Maaſſ$m-el-arefin ; theſe words, i if they ſignify any thing at all, may be tranſlated by the expreſſion ; : the 
| dafant of the knowing ones; or poſſibly, the pure among ſt the knowing ones (thoſe that have Knowledge: ) But it may 
be ſaid, with great truth that the firgame being a very odd and very whimſical one, is unintelligible to much 
Dore able men than the trauflator, 
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youth he had aſſociated to himſelf a learned young man, with whom he uſed 
to retire into a corner, there to read i in bis preſence, ſome books of gratnmar 
and aftrology ; and having thereby provided himſelf with ſtore of ſcientific 
words in Arabic, he uſed to retail them to his ſtarers- at with a deal of - empha. 
ſis in his diſcourſes. Some perſons put queſtions to him about his knowledge 
in the ſcieaces; and to cheſe he uſed to give this anſwer: yes, I bare 
tearnid them all in the ſchool of the moſt high, in company with my maſter's ſun: 
there did I make my acquiſitions.” He alluded to the infuſed ſcience which had 
been beſtowed on the twohandſome ones (44). When in company with ſome 
new perſons, he uſed to make uſe of ſuch obſcure ambiguous expreſſions, 2 
made the by-ſtanders ſuſpect that he kn ew more than he would expreſs ; and 
that he had the gift of ſecing into men's hearts, and of gueſſing at their thoughts, 
In ſhort he was a ſhrewd, artificious, knowing man, who had found mears 
with ſome of his diſciples to be entertained in Emir-qhan's houſe, -where be 
had a penſion. After that nobleman's death, he had the good luck to be men- 
tioned to Ata-ollah-qhan by a certain Vezir-qhan, an Afghan in his ſervice: 


and that nobleman becoming deſirous to ſee ſo extraordinary a perſonnage, 


obtained Aali-verdi-qhan's leave to invite him over; and he ſent him a great 
ſum of money, deſiring him to accept it for his charges, and to repair ſpeedily 
to Bengal with all his people. The man on this invitation- aſſumed all the 
inſignia of grandeur, as the fringed Paleky, and the W and draw- 
ing together fix or ſeven hundred horſe, all of them hus relations and diſciples, 


| beſides a great multitude of other people, that followed on foot, he made his 


p appearance in Azimabad , with a retinue and a pomp that impreſſed every one 
with reſpect and awe. It was in the year eleven hundred and ſixty. After 
| tarrying two. or three days in the outſkirt of the city, he continued his route 
| to MSrſh8dabad. In that ſhort ſtay of his, he was viſited by men of the high 

eſt diſtinction and rank, ſuch as D puree Abdol-aaly-qhan,who hear- 


1 ——— 


(44) The handſome ones, as their very name ger, are Haſſen, and Hoſltin, born ts Aa by Fatemab 
the Frophet's daughter. 


ing 
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ing of his fame and ſtruck wiah his celeſtial oifts and celeſtial qBeaiobb; 
| flocked to ſee him; and he returned their viſits with a great deal of compo- 
ſure. It is in Abdol-aali-qhan's houſe that, I, the poor man, had an oppor- 
tunity 10 ſee him; and there I ſoon gueſſed by his actions and words what kind 

of perſonnage he could be. But the many viſites he had received from perſons 


* high rank, and the ſingular reſpect with which he was treated, had rendered 
bim lo proud and aſſuming, that Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, who was no leſs a 
man, than the governor general of the Province, and a nephew of Aali-verdi- 

qhan's, having not thought i proper to pay him a viſit, the man took of- 
ſence, and ſpoke of it: a particular which the young Prince mentioned to 
bis uücle in his letters : whilſt on the other hand Hadji-ahmed wrote to his 
brother in high terms of him; and after having ſaid that the lord S&yd was 
this, and that, (45), he added that he vas . inferior to Mu ſtepha- 
chan. - 

AALI-VERDI-QRAN's thoughts were then engroſſed by the affairs of 8reſſz 
where he found that the vanquiſhed Marhattas, although expelled from the 
fontiers of Bengal, had taken ſhelter, together with many of the dimiſſed 
troops of Shimſhit-qhan's and Serdar-qhan's ; and as ſince the departure of 
Abdokreſ8l-qhan, and D8lobram's impriſonment,there lad not been any per- 
fon of conſequence and authority in thoſe parts, he reſolved to ſend hither Mir- 
Cjaaffer-qhan with ſuch a number of troops as the occaſion required. On this 
principle, he gave the ſupreme government of- the 8refla to his ſon-in-law 
gayd- ahmed-qban; bur appointed Mir- djaaſſer-qhan, to be his Naib, or de- 

puty in that province,com plimenting him at theſame time with 8 F odjda- 
ries of Midni poor and Hedjly,over and abovethe office of pay maſter general, 
which he enjoyed theſe many years already: this new appointment was confer- 
red upon him i in a public audience, where he was hono! ared with a rich Qbylaat, 


an clephant, a horſe, a ſabre and a poniard with a ſerpich, and a Djica of 


jewels: after which ceremony, he was complimented with another ſet 


3 — 
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(45) This expreſion 23 well as that which follows, is a lites ral trauſaction 
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of jewels, elephants an I ocher preſents by Siyd-abmed-qhan, the governor ge. 
neral, as from himfelf. Theſe appointments being over, that general deput. 
ed Mir Iſmàil, ſon to his maternal uncle, to act as his agent at court, and 
likewiſc, as his ſuhſtitute in the pay · maſter's oſſice; and he fent a gentleman 


called Sudjan-fing to govern, as his deputy, in the diſtrict of Hedily. Af. 


ter theſe regulations, Mir-Djaafer-qhan, - departed for Catce at the head of 
ſeven thouſand horſe, and twelve thoufand foot: and in real days march, 
he met in the territory of MidnipSr, a body of Marhattas and Afelar's 
whom he defrated: the Marhattas fled to Dilifler whether they were purſue] 
by Mir-Djaafer-qhan, who encamped oi this fide of the Kchnaſa river, tak. 
ing up his quarters on its banks ; "bar without daring however to crols ir, be- 
ing intimidated by a report of ſome new troops of NMlarhattas which were to 
come from the Srefla. In a fes days more another report ran that Djano-dg1, 
fon to Rhago-dji, was coming into chatp rovince with a numerous army. This 
intelligence freightned Mir-Djaafer-qhan : he ſuddenlydecamped Gem has-porl; 
and without leave from Aah-verdi-qhan, without even ſending him advice, he 
marched back, and took ſhelter in Bardvan; and all this wich ſo much precipita- 
tion, that Djano-dfi's vanguard, that purſued briſk ly, could only overtake ſome 
elephants and ſome baggage of his, in his rear. This young prince was en- 
couraged by Mir-Djaafer-qhan's timidity, and he kept purſuing him for ſome 
time, to the ſurpriſe of all who knew that general to be at the head of ſixteen 
or ſeventeen thouſand men: notwithſtanding ſuch a force, he retreated far cf, 
without firſt aſcertaining whether he was really inferior; and withour having pre- 
viouſly tryed the expedient of ſpears and ſwords. But Aali-verdi-qhan who was 
perfectly informed of the ſtate of things, ſent before hand Ata ollah-qban to 
the fugitve's aſſiſtance, with a bod y of troops; and it was at this conjuncture 
that Mir-Aly-aſghar arrived at M8rſh8dabad. However as Ata-ollah-qhan, 
on whoſe invitation he had come over, was already gone, he did not think 
is proper to or his foto the prince, in chat abſence; but taking his 

| rout 
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yout by the outſkirts of che city, he went, and joined his patron with what teoops 
he had brought with him. Ata-ollah-qhan, who on Vezir-qhan's narrative, had 
become a greater admirer of Mir-Aly-aſghar's, than the Afghan was himlelf; 

bad no ſooner beheld the man, and ſeen the many tricks with which he 

uſed to entrap the ſots, than he became enamoured with pim; and giving him 
his confidence, he carried hun to Bardvan, where Mir-Djaafer-qhan was arrivs. 
ing on his ide, Djanodji who had Mir- Habib with him, and a numerous army 
of Marhattas and Afghans, finding Aali - Verdi - qhan abſent, attacked the two 
commanders; and a ſharp engagement took place, in which Ata-ollah-qhan 

citingyiſhed himſelf greatly; but none ſo much as the new cod, Mir- 
aly-aſghar cobra, who at the head of his brigade, compoſed of men of his fa. 
mily oc of ſuch as were his diſciples, puſhed forwards with ſo much bravery- 
and conduct, as deſerved the encomiums of both friends and foes. But he was 
a man of projects as well as of heroical courage; and he inſpired his protector 

wich ſuch ambitions views, that the latter finding himſelf at a diſtance from his 
maſter's fight, and giddy with the fumes of his high command, as well as 

eiue wich the little ſucceſs he had had againſt the Marhattas, thought 


himſelf a man of importance; and he conceived the project of aſſociating 


wich Mi- Naafer - qhan, and making uſe of his aſſiſtance to entrap and kill Aali- 
rerdi-qhan, whenever he ſhould come to his ſupport: After which performance 
he intended to aſſume the Government. All this was imparted to Mir-Djaafer- 
chan by the medium of one Mir-mogholi-qhan, a light headed fooliſh man, . 
who was deeply rooted in that general's confidence; and the latter, in the na- 
tural ſupineneſs and careleſsneſs of his temper, give in'o-theſcheme, and agreed 
that after the intended revolution, himſelf ſhould take poſſeſſion of the Bahar 
and of Azim-abad, and Ata-ollah-qhan, of Bengal. But fo many practices and 


parleys could not long remain a ſecret; and as ſoon as this partition-treaty came 
to the knowledge of Mir-abdol-aziz and of ſoine others of Mir-Djaafer - 


quaa's friends, it was oppoſed wich all their. might; and iheir reaſons made 
| | | | ſuch. 


Mir-Dſaofers - 
qhin and Ata 
ollan-qhan con- 
ſp re againſt tus 
Viceroy, - 


uch a ſtrong impreſſion on that General's mind, that he . of his mit. 


By this time Aali- verdi- qhan „who had got intelligence of the whole matter, 


of ſervant and Lord which ubſiſted between himſelf and his maſter; ſo that the 


| receiveda petition from Ata-ollah-qhan, requeſting that Mir-aali-aſghar-k8bra 


ol che paperibele worc's: do you take him in your own pay, if you will: but I 
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chievous ſcheme: fo that his favorite Mir-mogholy-qhan, fearing the conſe. 


quences of what he had adviſed, quitted his ſervice, and fled for his life. 


was arrived with his army cloſe to his two generals, againſt whom he was highly 
incenced. Mir-Djaafer-qhan immediately went to pay his reſpects, and was 
ſharply reprimanded for his behaviour againſt the Marhattas, and for his 
precipitate retreat; after which he was diſmiſſed to his quarters. But the ge. 
neral took ſo much offence at the bitter expreſſions made uſe of on that occaſion, 
that be abſtained from going to Court. As to Aata-ollah-qhan, the Viceroy 
thought better to gain his heart; and by way of complimenting him upon 
his woech he went to make him a viſit, intending alſo to do him honor, by 
fo unuſual a condeſcendence, and to raiſe the Oy character. And it was there 
that Mir-aly-aſgar-kobra had an opportunity of paying his reſpects to the 
Viceroy for the firſt time. Here it was obſerved of Ata-ollah-qhan ,thatherecciy- 


ed this viſit in an extraordinary manner, that did not become thoſe relation: 


Viceroy after ſome converſation got up and retired, highly diſpleaſed at what 
he had ſeen ; but ſtill reſolved to ſtiſle his reſentment, On his return home, he 


might be adinitted into the ſervice of his Highnels at the head of a thauſand 
ho! ſe, chat ſhould ſervein Ata-ollah- han- sbrigade. The Viceroy, without betray- 


ing what he thought of the man, contented himſelf with writing at the bottom 


© cannot afford to add any more to your brigade.” Mir. KS bra informed of this 
and wer, took it ill, and wanted to quit the army directly; and this diſcontent 
affecting his patron, the atter took occaſion. to obſerve to the Viceroy, that 
Mould the lord Seyd com? to quit the army, he ſhould be neceſſitated to quit 
i himſelf, he was anſwered ; that foall be juſt as you pleaſe. Ata-ollah-qban, 

| | | {9 


\ 


| pronounced over the deceaſed. The general elated at finding himſelf. at 
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to whom Mir-kobra had promiſed as by a revelation from above, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Bengal; and who had been ſo fimple as to take that promiſe by 
way of bond, under the inſpired impoſtor's hand writing, and alſo ſo ſenſeleſs as 


to believe it equally authentic with 1 revelation in the world ; no ſooner heard 


thoſe words, than he quitted the army without giving himſelf one moment of 


delay: he took Mir-k 8bra with him, and retired to his houſe of MScſh8dabad. 


Ar this very, time one of Mir-djaafer-qhan' 3 kinftgen having departed this life, 


the Viceroy conceived the ſcheme of regaining that general s affection, by paying 


him a viſit, under pretence of joining in the ritual prayers, that were to be 


the head of fix or ſeven thouſand horſe, and at being decorated with ſome of 


the inſignia cuſtomary to importance al grandeur, -forgot himſelf ſo far, as to 
omit the uſual demonſtrations of retpe& : ſuch as advancing a great way out. 
of the tent to receive the Prince at his alighting; bowing to him in a proper 


manner; addreſſing him in a reſpectful ſtrain; and beſides that, he was guil- 


ty of ſome attitudes and expreſſions unbecoming an inferior. Ali-verdi-qhan 


who had already become ſenſible by the general's behaviour, of the levity and 
fillynels of his character, returned home; and under pretence of auditing 
the accounts of his government of Hedjly, he ſent for Sudjan- ſing, deputy 
to Mir-djaafer-qhan in that diſtrict, a man whoſe ſecrecy was of all neceſſity to 


that general. Mir-djaafer-qhan anſ{wered,** that there was no ſending for Sudjan- ; 


© ſing unleſs the Viceroy ſent alſo for his (Mir-djaafer-qhan's) head; and 


the order remained uncomplied with. The Viceroy ſhocked at an anſwer ſo 


extravagant, ordered Scyd Mahmed, one of his Yesaols or Mace-bearers (46), 
to take ſome men with himſelf, and to bring Sudjan-fing by force. The 


— * - . 1 b a 


(45) The Chopdars and Sonta-berdars, that is, Staff-bearers, and Bludgeori-bearers, were in times of yore a- 


| mil tary guard, now become purely civil. They are ſervants of the better ſort, doing duty in the apartments of a 


palace, or ſerving as meſſengers. The former are diſtinguiſhed by a ſtaff, four or five feet "high, upon two or - 
liree inches in diameter: The Sonta-berdar's cudgel is half that length, upon the ſame diameter, but a little 
bent at the top: both are Plaited in ſilver and gilt. A meſſage ſent by a Chopdar implies equality, and does ho- 

nour : ſent by a Sonta-berdar, it implies compuliion, and may be occaſionally enforced ; which is what a Chop- 


Gr neither can nor will do. A Yellaol is a Chopdar, armed: theſe laſt are moſtly Moguls, and foreigners. 
„ + 12 85 Mace - bearer. 
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Mace-bearer who was a man of a peeviſh violent temper, no ſooner receiy. 


ed the order, than he went to Mir-Djaafer-qhan' s, and after having ſpoke 
roughly to him, he layed hold of Sudjan- ſing by the hand, and brought him to 


his maſter: the latter for reaſons of policy, beſtowed the F odjdary of Hedjly on 


Sudan - ſing himſelf, for the preſent, and the paymaſter” s office, on N8r-ollah. 
beg-qhan ; and after having mulcted the general in thoſe two lucrative em. 


ployments, he alſo broke the Brigade which the latter commanded. An 
order of the new pay-maſter s office came out importing that whoever wanted 
to be inliſted, might enter into Seradj-edd681ah' S Brigade, or get himſelf in- 
ſcribed in the corps immediately paid by the Viceroy' s military cheſt. . On 
the publication of this order, the troops of Mir- -Djaafer-qhan' s brigade, quitted 
him to a very few men; and that general finding himſelf alone on a ſud- 
den, thought proper to abate much of his high notions of himſelf, The 
fumes of pride that had ſhot up into his brain, and had obſcured his under- 
ſtanding, ſubſided at once ; and confounded as well as humbled, and 


even aſhamed to chew his face, he quitted the army, and repaired to Mer 


ſh8dabad, where he threw himſelf into the arms of N evaziſh-mahmed-qhan, 


for protection. It was at this very time, I, the poor man, arrived from 


Patna; and as J went often to this prince's palace, I had a full opportunity 


% 


of learning all the above particulars. 7 

Bur to return to the affairs of war, as ſoon as Aali-verdi-qla beard that 
Djano-dji was come into his neighbourhood with a numerous army of Mar- 
hattas and Afghans, he made haſte to encounter them; and after aſhort march, 
he gave them battle, when the valorous of his army falling on the troops of 


Decan, with arrows thirſting after Marhatta blood, and with muſkets vomitting 
fire and flames, made them drink plentifully of the wine of deſtruction, that 


flowed in torrents from their inflamed ſabres: and having i in this manner intoxi- 
catedvaſt numbers of them, they ſent them: to hell by ſhoals. Djano-dji,equal- 


ly. confounded and overborn by the heavy blows of the Bengal troops,and now 
2, 0 | greatly 


u u n n 


greatly ereſt- fallen, „ reſolved at laſt to recover his character, by e the 
enemy, and ruſhing upon the city of M8rſh8dabad, which he expected to 


plunder in part, at leaſt; but he was ſo cloſely purſued, that he found no op- 


portunity to accompliſh his deſign. Obliged therefore to abandon his ſcheme 


with loſs and ſhame, he took to the road of Midnipsr, always followed by 


the Bengal army, which he had no ſtomach to fight, and which did not al- 
low him time to take breath. The Viceroy finding that the rainy ſeaſon was 
at hand, returned to his capital, after having ſent repeated orders to his ſon» 
in-law Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, to baniſh Mir-k8 bra out of his dominions. 
That nobleman out of regard to Ata. .ollah-ghan, had ſtayed the execution of 
the order; but the Viceroy being now near the city, wrote a ſharp note to 
his deputy, informing him that he was now ſending Rahem-qhan to. ſee 


the man out of M8r{h8dabad, or to bring him out of it by force, if 


the order ſhould have failed of punctual execution. Ata-ollah-qhan hearing of 
the order, and of the character of the perſon diſpatched to ſee it executed, ſent 
for-Mir-k8bra; and after making him many preſents, and giving a large tum 
of money for his charges, he expreſſed his regret and ſorrow in a moſt extra- 
ordinary manner, and adviſed him to depart; but what looks ſingular, 1s that the 


impoſtor even in ſuch an awful moment, had the impudence to put in his 


hand a paper under his ſeal and hand, by which he promiſed, as. by a particular 


revelation from heaven, that i in two years time, he would be raiſed to the ſo- 
vereignty of Bengal : after which he ſet out for his own Cquntyy, very much 


humbled by the ſucceſs of his j Journey. On his being arrived about Azima- 


bad, the Governor who had reaſons to be diſſatisfied with his conduct, ſent 


him word that, as he had in his way. is Bengal, taken his route by the outſkirts 


of the city,he mult take the likecircuittoreturn to his Country. Unluckily for him, 
the lake which occupies all the weſtern ground about that City, overflows all the 


environs in the rainy ſeaſon; ſo that there remains no other road, but through 


the markets and ſtreets of Azim-abad itſell. The man chunderſtruck by that 


meſſage 
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meſſage, fell into the whirlpool of amazement and confuſionz and he was at 
a loſs what to do with himſelf; when Mehdy- -neflar-qhan, taking pity of his 
ſituation, obtai fed that he ſhould have leave to take his journey through the City. 
But his miſeries were not over yet: arrived at the River Sohon, he found Pah. 
luvan-ſing the zemindar, who with the Governor s conſent, had come on bur 
poſe to ſtripe him: the man humbled to the duſt by the wretchedneſs of his ſiu. 
ation; applied again to Mehdy-neflar-qhanz and by his interceſſion, and that 
of Hadji-ahtned and Abdol-aly-qhanzhe obtained an order to the Ska: to 
let him paſs with ſafety, and to furniſh him with boats to croſs the River, 


Moreover thoſe two noble perſons having aſked leave of the governor, ſent 


jointly ſome of their * to e him lafe out of the frontiers of the 


province. | | t 
Traxx months were ily elapſed ſince his Aenne and the ſeaſon 
df rain was already over, when Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, conceived the 


ſcheme of becoming independent, as had done Muſtepha- qhan; and of { ab. 


mitting his two brothers to his own power and influence. In his late jour- 


ney to M8rſh8dabad, . he had caſt a prying eye on the power and wealth of 
his two brothers, and on the court of his uncle; and having reflected on 
the weakneſs of the two former, and on the old age of the latter, he had con- 
cluded that he would prove an overmatch for both. Full of this idea, he ſent 


an agent to his uncle at a time, when the cold ſeaſon was ſetting i in. The old 


prince had come out of the city, and encamped at Amany-gundj j, with in- 
tention to chace the Marhattas that had neſtled themſelves in the diſtrict of 


; Midnipdr. The agent was one Mir-Abdol- maaly, wao had once been ſtew- 
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ard to Saadet · qhan, and lived now in Azim-abad, highly reſpected by 


the governor: the purport of his ſpeech was this: * that Shimſhir-qhan 
and Serdar-qhan, the two diſmiſſed Afghan commanders, who on the 


1 ſuppoſition of their returning to live retired in their country of De- 


4 herbanga, had been ſuffered to 2 quetly thither, were now inliſting 
vaſt 


Pas, 3 | | 
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6 vaſt numbers of their own countrymen, ſo far from diſmiſſing thofe 


6 whom they had brought over from Bengal with themlelves : : that to 


drive theſe people out of the province, was not without its difficulty; 


« and to ſuffer them to fortify themſelves 1 in the heart of it, was highly 


"op impolitical, and full of danger: that, if bis highneſs ſhould approve 


« of the ſcheme, he thought that a middling way would be' the ſa- 


«« feſt,” namely, that of attaching them to the ſervice: for which purpoſe; | 


« he aſked leave to retain thoſe two officers with three thouſand. of their beſt 
« horſe; but that as the provinceof Azimabad could not afford that addi- 


ce tional expence, he ſubmitted it to his pleaſure, whether it might not be 


expedient to have the pay of thoſe additional troops be made difbürſable by 
the treaſury of Bengal.” This meſſage ſeemed unwelcome to the Viceroy; 
and he appeared diſ pleaſed with it at firſt. Nevertheleſs, he admitted the ex- 
pediency of the ſcheme, as he ſaw ſome advantages likely to reſult fromit, and 


he did not chuſe to diſoblige his ſon-in-law. The envoy therefore having 


£6 


cc 


carried his point, returned to his maſter, with a very favourable anſwer” to 
his requeſt. And the governor, being now at liberty to act, feat three per- 
{ons of weight to invite the Afghan's to take ſervice with him: theſe: were 


Aga azimai, Taky-c8ly-qhan, and Mahmed-aſker-qhan, now all three de- 


cealed ; and it was by their Channel that the whole negotiation was carried 


forwards. The envoys having gone over to Deherbanga, proferred their ad- 


vantageous propoſals to the two commanders ; and as theſe on the other hand 
had a mighty deſign of their ownintheir heads,the propoſals were ſoon accepted; 
and ſoon reciprocal promiſes were contirmed by tremendous oaths on both 
ſides: ſo that at the end of the month of 7 in the year 1161 -A. D. 1749, 


the Afghans marched down in great numbers towards the Ganga, and encamped 


over againſt the city of Azim-abad, where the governor generals people as well 


as the citizens ſoon intermixed with them: they were commanded by four 


chiefs; Shimſhir-qhan; his nephew, Morad-ſhir-qhan; and Serdar-qhan; and 


32 Beaghihy-besliah 


$45 


The Gover- 
nor takes the 
diſbanded Ak- 
ghans in tu 


- * 
— — — — — — — 


r 
Bachſhy-b881iah. Theſe four men pretended to be afraid of going to court, 
where they apprehended ſome ſuch fate might await them as that which had 
befallen both Abdol-kerim-qhan and Roſhen-qhan inthe beginning of. the 
Viceroy's' adminiſtration, as well as that of his nephew's. And as theſe 
apprehenſions of their's were not without foundation; and the governor was 


not without «ſome inquictude about their great-numbers, and their being 


cloſe to his capital; he went to make them a viſit : his views being to ſhey 


how much confidence he repoſed in their integrity, and how much he wiſhel 
to diſpel their apprehenſions by. ſo open a proceeding. This intention of lin 
was ſudden; nor did he impart it; to any one; nor was he accompanied, as 
uſual by his guards, or by any other troops, nor even by his houſehold. He 
had with him only his younger ſon Mirza-mehdy, and the poerman's ſecond 
brother, Seyd-aali-qhan, to wham the Prince had betrothed his daughter: he 
had alſo Mahmed-afſker-qhan, his favourite; and getting upon one of thoſe 


elegant boats ol twenty or thirty oars, called Perendas (47), he went to make 


a viſit to Shimſchir-qhan, whoſe tent was pitched on the other fide of the river, 
That officer having deſcricd his noble viſitor from afar, came out of his tent, 
and received him at the landing place, where he made a profound bow, and 
preſented his Nazur; after which he condticted him to his tent, made him fit 
in the Muſnud; and after having made another bow, he went at ſome diſtance, 
and remained ſtanding, as one in his ſervice; nor would he fir down unleſs 


after repeated entreaties,; and then only at a diſtance. A moment after M8. 


rad · ſhir· qhan entered with ſome other officers; and in a moment the tent was 


thronged with Afghans that came to make their bows. M8rad hir-qhan had his 
ſabre in hand, as had all che others, and this was no more than conformable to 
the cuſtom : however as ſoon as he was ſeated, he aſked Shimſhir-qhan whe- 


cher he ſhould fall on the governor, immediately: this was in the Peſhto lan- 
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gese- ische vervaculartongue ofthe Afghans. Shimſhir- chai without 
uttering any anſwer, put his hand into his beard, as if to Icratch himſelf, and 


ſhook his head very hard in token of diſapprobation: and the fign was im- 


mediately underſtood: Seyd-aali-qhan, my brother, who was preſent, told me 
all theſe particulars, on my return from Shah-djchan-abad. As to the Gover- 


nor, he did not obſerve either the aſking leave, or the fign of diſapprobation z_ 


for fate had blinded him thoroughly. Shimſnir-· qhan a little after, produced in 
compliance with the cuſtom, ſome horſes and an elephant, for which he entreat- 
ed bis acceptance: the governor excuſed himſelf, and getting up much 
to his ow, and as he thought, much to their ſatisfation, he commanded the 
ſuperintendant of the river to afford the Afghans as many boats as they ſhould 
want, and to facilitate their paſſage: Aker which he returned to his palace. 
Boats were immediately brought, and numbers of Afghans being ferryed over, 


they encamped at Djaafer-qhan's garden: the chiefs paſſing firſt with their pri 


vate retinues. The next day the governor getting into his Paleky, almoſt alone, 


and without any other retinue, but two or three ſervants, went out of the city 


to look at them from Nedjm-eddin's bulidings. As ſoon as he was deſcried - 


from afar, bee e marched up with his corps, and payed him his 
reſpedts, which "he did with a deal of cordiality; and indeed, it appeared 
afterwards, that he was not of the plot, and not ſo much as privy to it : for that 
officer being in the ſequel on a viſit to Shah-mahammed-zamin and Shah-ruſ- 
tem-aaly, openly diſclaimed his knowing any thing of the conſpiracy : theſe 
were the principal Fakyrs or religious of thoſe parts; two venerable perſonages, 
equally fincere and candid, and who had alſo the gift of knowing by intuition 

men's inhermoil thoughts. That officer was heard to proteſt of his innocetice; 

and to tay that he knew nothing of the a Ion intended by thoſe two ſenſeleſi 

inpulen or for ſuch was his eres an oP eee | 
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: arid NMgTad- nir qnan; elle, added he, would have quitted their company; and a. 


! JENS fri om their fociety ; now it is out of my potver to part ith them: and ery 


io do it, no man would believe me: moreover, my retreat would be attribiited * 


© cowardice and to unworthy. motives. p Out of a principle of: howour therefore, aud 


aut of regard lo the name of Afghan, which they bear in common with me, I am ob. 
. Uged lo flang by them; but it goes much againſt the grain.” - Theſe were Serdar. 


qhanẽ's expreſſions: but I have this. anecdote from a perſon of weight and va. 


— — — — — — — 


_ racity, who has aſſerted that in fact, Serdar-qhan knew nothing of the plot; 


and that this was ſo far true, that the conſpirators alter having finiſhed the Go- 
vernor General, intended likewiſe to fall upon chat officer too, as upon an 
inimicab man, whom it was proper to · put aut of the way, before they ſhould 
take poſſeſſion of the country and Government. Be it as it will, at the end of 
che ten holy days of Muharrem, being the beginning, of the year. 1161, the 


Conſpirators reſolved to go to the Governor's palace, at a. time when they 


k new that Mehdi - neſſar-qhan „ uncle to the norman, an officer extreme- 


ly.cruſted by the Governor General, and ſincerely attzehed to his perſon, 


was to repair to Sereſs and Cootombah, to bring to order the Zemindar of that 


Country. And as moſt of the principal commanders, like Qhadum- haſſen- qlun 


and Ahmed-qhan, Coreiſhy, and ſome. other men of note, together with Radja- 


| Sunder-ſing, Zemindar of Ticary, were under orders to attend bim i in that ex- 


pedition, they were all abſent from Court; and by a ſtrange fatality,even thoſe 


that might have attended, could not go. thither, as. the. Governor, to ſhew his 


thorough. confidence i in. the Afghans, and his intire freedom from any deſigns 


that might give them umbrage, had ſent the preceding day a circular order 
throughout the city, that no officer, NO. ſoldier, and no military man, ſhould at- 


tend on the day appointed. to receive the obeyſance of the Afghans : a ſtrangę 


order indeed, ſo contrary to order, ſo:oppoſite ta the ordinary rules of decence, 


and which had never been iſſued, had not the unfortunate man being actually 
under the impulſe of an inevitable deſtiny, that had blinded his underſtanding, 


— 
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aid made him give Nac orders for the very les which were to operate 
bis ruin. Fot ſo far was he from being deficient in intellects, that it may be ſaid 
that having taken his uncle for his model and pattern, he had added chat acceſ- 
fon of keenneſs and judgement to his own ſtock of good ſenſe and penerra- 
tion ; infornuch that he ſeemed to have gone in thoſe two qualities tome de- 
grees even beyond his Prototype. I was myſelf abſent at this very conjunc- 
ture, having been for a length of time abroad to pay my reſpects to my glori- 


ous father, who had received from Ghazy-eddin-qhan, (ſon to Nizam-el-mulk) 


che Government of Berkeily and- of ſome other neighbouring diſtricts, that 
were. of his Djaghur ; and as he was not there, I advanced two or three ſtages 
farther; when. by one of thoſe ſingular events, that ſcem unaccountable to day, 
Lheard a voice. which mentioned that Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan had been 
killed by Shimſhir-qhan. T was alone: it was noon-day ; nor could x diſcover 
any ſpeaker either far or near; and this happened the very day he was killed. 
But the day after, as ſome wounded men whom I knew to belong to the ſuper- 
intendent of Bodjp8r, chanced to come to Merliabout Ghazi p8r, I heard them 
= poſitively that the unfortunate Governor was Killed, and that the Fodjdar of 
hah-abad had been plundered by the Zemindars of thoſe parts, who did not 
l to avail themſelves of the confuſion that followed that nobleman's death 
o commit their accuſtomed. diſorders. 'This event happened i in the following 
manner. nn | | 
| SHIMSHIR-QHAN and Serder-qhan, one day before the intended one, 
eame with their people and payed their obeyſance to the Governor by whum 
they were diſmiſſed, each with a Biry of Paan (49) according to cuſtom. The 
ſecond day, which was the day appointed, the Governor, early in the mor- 


n —_—_— — 
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( 49 ) The Biry is compoſed of two or three leaves of that Aromate called Paan by the natives, and Beetle by 
the Engliſh. Some Catt or Catchouz and ſome grains of Nachi, or Cardamomes, with a little S3ptary, or Beetle= 
aut, and a little Chana or ſhell-Itme : the whole folded-up in a bit of thoſe Kela or Plaintain leaves, that are of a 

wely green, and as ſhining as Satin j ſo as to form a Pyramid made faſt with a lang or cloye as. with a Pin, Ses' 
. ſection 4th. 
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18g went and ſeated himſelf in the Chehel-ſ818n (go), a building for which he 
hada predilection, it being founded und built by himſelf: de | had with him 
Mahmed-aſker-qhan, one of his favorites, who had been-ſo uſeful in the negoii- 


ation wich che Afghans; he had alſo, Mit-morteza; and Mir · beder- el · dehy, 


together wich M8lydur. the © head-ſpy, and Ramzani, the keeper of 
his arm office: a man Who had been originally a butcher. There was alſo 
one Sytaram, comptroller of the -light-rrain of artillery, and agent to Qha- 
dumhaſſen- han: all theſe were ſeated; and number of wace-bearers and 
menial Tervants and foormen, were ſtanding, with the governor's Navecbojs: 
all theſe flood facing their maſter, as uſual, and were there only likewiſe to 


augment che pomp of che ſolemnity. T hefe were ſome others; and ſuch were 


Mir: Abdollab of the royal race öf the Seffics, who was one ot the principal 
perſons of Azim-abad, and enjoyed a ſmall portion of land hereditary in his 
family by way of Altumgha ;-and Shah Bendeghy, one of the principal Reli- 
gious of the city, who refided in Thaafer-qhan's' garden, and had in his dwel- 
ling an impreſſion of the holy foot (51). There were two or three perſons 
more of that diſtinction, and two or three more that had come to pay their 
reſpects: for inſtance Mahtab- ray, a Catry's (52) fon, who had been bred 
by Mahmed · aſker· chan, and Was now attending his benefactor: he was ſitting 
behind the governor, and cloſe to him, but unarmed like all the others; nor 
had any one of them a ſabre in his hand, although it is ſo cuſtomary: and 
ſome had not even a poniard, although it is always worne as a part of a full 
dreſs; and this was the caſe with Mahmed -aſker-qhan, Mir-ni8tteta, Mir- 
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(50) Theſe words which fignify forty cdicikins Gellgü a building of gone that exiſts ill, and of which the En- 


| ttliſh have ſeveral times made a poſt in their ſeveral wars. It is open on all ſides, and ſupported by forty columns. 


(5r) The prophet's foot. There are many ſuch impreſſions in India, being the places where the prophet has 
appeared to ems one, whether in a dream or by day, or where an impreſſion of his foot has been brought 
from. Medina: and all theſe places have an oratory and ſeveral buildings adjoining. 


( 52) The Cahtries, are in dignity the ſecond race or tribe in India, the Brahman,” or Levites d the firſt, 
The Radjp$tsor military tribe Sec. are thicmfeives reputed Cabiria: and both are handtbmely feacured. 
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beder-d-d&by, und RIS riyder 3. nor had one of them even a -cattary 
in their girdles (53). Only Ramzani, held in it's ſcabbard according 
to cuſtom, his maſter's long ſword (54) 3 and he was ſtanding behind 
him. Radja Ram- narzin with ſome M8tuſuddies or Penmen, belonging to 
the Accomptant- office, Was in a room a part, Ss the Moonſhy-Qhana or 
becrecary”s office. At forty or fifty yards from the Chehel-ſ8t$n, towards the 
eaſt, in face of the governor's, but at a diſtance from him, ſtood Vnàiet- 

biay-djan, who bad been in times of yore ſteward to my father of glorious 

memory, and held actually the like aſſice in che governor's, houſehold. And 
now the Afghans drawing bear, 'Backſhy-b68liah came in firſt, with about a 
thouſand. men, who had their muſkers loaded and primed, and their matches, 
lighted : he with his people made a profound bow from a great diſtance, ac- 

cording, to cuſtom, and then biding them range themſelves on one fide cloſe 
to the wall, he with a few men of note in his corps, advanced nearer, but 
ſtill at a diſtance, and made his ſecond bow; after which he approached in 
a reſpe&ful manner, and preſented his Nc zer and their's. After him came 
that wretched  M8rad-ſhir-qhan with five hundred Afghans armed and ac- 
coutred at all points, as well as covered with thick quilted coats. They 
all bowed from afar, and ranged themſelves on the other ſide of the yard, 
froming the former troops: whilt M8rad-ſhir-qhan moving forwards with. a 
few. of the moſt diſtinguiſhed men of his corps, made his bow, and, preſented 
his Nezer and their's in the moſt reſpectful manner: after which he ſtood 
over againſt the Governor, and mentioned the names of thoſe whoſe Neaers 
had been juſt. received. Whilſt he was ſpeaking, the Governor General 


— 4 


(53) Thie Cattary is a” ponlard pecutiar to India, and made in ſuch à manner, that the handle looks KC 
hilt whoſe two branches extend alo»g 18 ſa as to ſhelter both the hand and, part of the arm. Everp 
ſtroke of it is mortal; for the blade which is very thick, and cutting on both ſides upon 2 breadth of three in 
ches at thie hilt, end in a ſolid. point of one inch more ox leſs in Diameter; ſo as to be incapable of binding, or 
of being ſtopped by any thing, lave ; a cuirals. | The blade way be a log and ta in length, and with ths hilt, 
two leet, « or two and a ball, 


(54) This e fond, called Dag, 1 has been TE explained, -: * Kale het four 8 * held up 
Tizht in the ſcabbard, as @ walking came. It has been a mark of Sovercignty ; and it is even now of high 
vormand, 
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aſked whers was Shimſhir-qhan; and he was anſwered Both by theſpeaker and 
| by ſome harcarrahs and meſſengers, that he was coming, as they had-tecn 


him mounted; and chat he would be here in a littte while. At this moment 
Shimſhir-qhan himſelf was arrived at the C8tval's Chab8trah or tribunal, 


where getting into his paleky, he was ſurrounded by his Afghans, who could 


not be leſs than tliree or four thouſand men, and- had all diſmounted, march. 
ing on foot wich a flow compoſed pace, but all armed and ready at all 
points. 'Fheir numbers were ſuch, that the main ſtreet, as far as tlie caſtle 
gate and eaſtern city gate, was filed with theſe müſereants. Shimſhir. 
quan's arrival being announced, MSrad'ſhir-qhan” diſmiſſed this people 
out of the Chehel-{8t8h, to make room for others: on hearing: theſe words 
they approached the Governor: in crouds, and were receiving each their Biry 
of diſmiſſion; (35) until it came to be one Abdol-reſhid:qhan's turn to receive 

As it had been agreed amongſt them, that this man ſhould give the firſt 
45 his hand happened to tremble, and his Biry of Paan fell to the 


ground. The governor ſmiled at the accident, and mildly faid, F ſuppoſe 


this Paas was not in jour defliny: but here is another. Upon which he ſtoop- 

ed to look at the Paan- dan, or plate containing the Biries of Paan; and 
whilſt he was taking another, that wretched drawing his cattary, made at the 
unfortunate man's fide; but as his hand was ſhaking, the blow had no effect. 

At fight of this, Mahmed-aſker-qhan, who fate cloſe to the Governor, ſcream- 
ed out 7 raitor ! W. hat treaſon ts this? and mean while the Governor raiſing 
his head to ſee what was the matter, and putting his hand to a: ſabre that was 
before him „as is ; cuſtornary, the wretched had time to draw his own ſabre, and 
to give him ſuch a violent a blow, as cleft him from the ſhoulder down. to the 


| ſtomach, cutting down as far as the navel. * Inſtantly the prince fell dead on 
ö the pillow at his back. After this, the wretched or ſome one like himſelf, 
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(55) A man would think himſelf in dilgrace, or at leaſt lighted, if on a fu rig on chanced to be * 
rail without a Biry being px i his hand. 
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himſelf eut ihe prince s head as well as his right foot, and lodged them in his cleft 


ſtomach ; doubtleſs thinking hewas doing ſome fine action, or more probably, 


he was perſuaded that this would operate like a charm upon his uncle and re- 
lations, and prevent their ever taking their revenge on him. Mir-m8rteza hear- 
ing the tumult, and thinking the prince only wounded, ran to him and covered 
him with his body; but he was hacked to pieces in an inſtant. Mahmed-aſket- 
qhan, layed hold of the Prince's ſabre( 55), and after having defended himſelf 
ſometime, was cut down. Mahtab-ray having received a wound that left his fide 
quite open, ſeated himſelf down, and taking the head of his murderd patron 
on his lap, he expired in that poſture.  Padeſhah-nevaz-qhan, a Manſubdar, 
and a nobleman of great rank, who had been a man of great conſequence and 
power in Fahqr-eddo8ah's government, and was now commencingan acquaint 
arce with the governor, having juſt got up in this tumult, was immediately dif- 
patched by thoſe ruffians. Ramzany, the Daroga or ſuperintendant, who 
with the long [word of his maller's in his hand flood over againſt him, unſheath- 


ed it, inſtantly; and being joined by Sitaram, the Clerk, who took up another. 


ſword, chey both ruſhed amongſt thouſands of Afghans, and after having fought 
with a ſtrength and a fidelity chat did them honour, they. both fell together, and 
together departed for the other world, where they arrived with a roſy face, and 
a glorious countenance. M3clider, and Mir-beder-el-dehy, with both their 

hands wounded, found means to eſcape from chat ſcene of ſavghter arc con- 
| fuſion. Ram-narkin, and ſome other pen-men, after having bien ſtriped to 


the {kin, were ſulſered to depart, ſoine wounded, ſome not. Mir abcollah him- 
ſelf, could not eſcape the hands of choſe murderers, but afier having parted with 
his Cattary, his Camur-bund or girdle, and his Shawl, which he threw amongſt 


them. Shah- bendegy was killed on the ſpot: the reſt fled, every one as his 

(55) Beſides the O ngo, or long brow] f vord, car ied by ſome men of conſequencs holt-upright, it is cuſ- 
tar, when the Prince or Navvad is fitting upon the Meſned, ts lay upon that very Meſued another ſabre, 
aud this in always a Vent one, like a Perſian ſabre. 
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mind could prompt him. The doorkeepersof the Seraglio ſceing how matters 
went, quitted their ſtations, and fled every one to their own homes. Seyd-aly. 


qhan 1 brother, Who was then in the library, and getting 


ready with his ynaſters and teachers to wait on the Governor who had 
ſent for him, hearing the tumult and ſcreams, was at a loſs what to do with 
himſelf. His maſters threw him into the women's apartment, and diſperſed im. 


mediately. In ſuch a ſcene of confuſion and diſmay, Amina-begum, daughter 


of Aali · verdi · qhan, and conſort to the murdered prince, had the preſence of 
mind to order the gates of the Zenana or women's apartment to be ſhut up; 


and getting Seyd-aali- qhan upon the terrace of the building, which was con- 


/ 


tiguous to Shahamet- djung's houſe, ſhe bade tiim'provide for himſelf juſtas he 
could, but by all means to find his way tothe houſe of his uncle, Abdol-aali. 
ghan ; and unfortunately it happened that ' Abdol-aali- qhan himſelf was gone 
on a viſit to Sheh-abdol-reff81-belgrami: an antient commander of character, 
who had ſerved with honour under Ser- bslend-qhan, and who having taken 


Bis leave from Aali-verdi-qhan, was now returning to his own country. By a 


particular providence this gallant man, on paſſing by, ſpyed a boy with a tur- 
bant of cloth of gold upon his head, who was ſtaring in the ſtreet, and ſeemed 
much at a loſs what to do with himſelf: he ſtopped ſhort, and having recollec- 
ted who he was, he was moved with pity, and throwing away the boy's ſhowy 
turbant, he put upon him ſome old clothes, with an old dirty blanket, and in 85 
chat condition he took him along the water ſide and carried him to Abdol-aali- 
qhan's houſe : an action by which he rendered an important ſervice to the boy's 


| father and mother, as well as to all his relations. 


SHIMSHIR-QHAN after having tarried a while in that ſpot, ſent order to 
Faiat- qhan to bring Hadji-ahmed, father to the murdered prince. That officer 
had already been ſent to him, as if upon a viſit; and he was there, when the or- 
der came. The Hadji on hearing of the _ was | confounded and thunder- 

8 ſtruck; 
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Bruck ; but yet hy would have eſcaped upon bone 00d horſs; and would have 
taken ſhelter at Radja-ſunder-ſing' s Or in ſome other place of ſafety, had he 


not been with held by an attachment to bis money, and to his women, and a- 


bove all, had he not been kept back by the force of a deſtiny which blinded 


him intirely. Whilſt the ſatellites were breaking open his gate, he eſcaped by 
2 breach in his wall, and went to a neighbouring houſe, where he was found 


at laſt, and confined; and for ſeventeen days together he underwent a variety 
of ſupplices inflicted upon him to oblige him to a diſcovery of his riches : ſo 


that they took from a ſecret part of his houſe, where he kept an impreſſion of 
the ſacred foot, about ſeventy lacs buried under ground; and continuing to 
torment ham, and to extort confeſſions, they got from him beſides that ſum, 
a great quantity of jewels' and uncoined gold, which were buried in divers 
parts of his houle ; and yet from the . houſe of his ſon, the Governor, they 
could get no more than about three lacs, as the report goes, and very little 


from all the houſes of his murdered friends. The utmoſt they could get. from 


each family not amounting to more than a few thouſand Rupees a piece. At 
leaſt this is as much is come to the public knowledge.  Hadji-ahmed ſpent 
with a variety of tortures, expired at the end of ſixteen or ſeyenteen days; and 
be was buried cloſe to ide Samel-p8r quarter on the water fide, a few paces 
beyond Djaafer-qhan's garden; and it was in ſuch a tomb as fell to his lot. 
After this, a guard was ſent to the houſes of both by Shimſhir-qhan, who went 
and took up his reſidence in Djaafer-qhan's garden: (leaving MSrad-ſhir- 
qhan to command i in the city,) his intention being to fight Aali verdi- qhan, 
who was reported to be coming. This intelligence made him end his money 
and favours with an unſparing hand : he wrote every where to his country men, 
inviting them to come to his aſſiſtance; and it happened by a particular diſpen- 
ſation of providence, that Afghans ſeemed that year to ſhoot up out of the 
ground like ſo many blades of graſs: for it was at that very time that Ahmed- 


abdaly, the 3 monarch, had brought from his domrnions of Heràt and 
Candabar 
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= | | Candahar (56) an army of ſeventy thouſand horſe againſt Shah:djehan-abad; 
| and about the ſame time, and whilſt people were in daily expectations of chat 
Prince's arrival, Aly- mahmed- rohila, another Afghan, had quitted Serhend, 
where he commanded: and cutting his way through Soharen-poor, he had 
come to Berhéily, where he had put every thing in combuſtion: ſo that all India 
being now in arms, and every part of it full of Afghans, not a day paſfed, a 


the inhabitants of Azimabad had their attention rouſed, and their fears awa- 


kened five or ſix time a day, by the ſound of the Nagara or kettle drum; and 
on inquiry it was always found that this was occaſioned by ſome Afghan com- 
mander who was coming to Shimſhir-qhan's aſſiſtance with ſo many men. 
Do xixs all this time the city was a prey to all the horrors of ſac and plun- 
der. That General's people as well as thoſe of Bacſhy- bog liah's, being reſtrained 
by no diſcipline, nor overawed by any conſtraint; ſpread throughout every 
quarter of that unfortunate city, where not a day paſſed without . ſome houſes 
undergoing all the horrors of violence and defilement. Diſhonouring whole 
families, became familiar ; and few houſes, and few perſons did eſcape the de- 
filing hands of an unbridled Soldiery, and the infamous practices of that na- 
tion of miſcreants. 
Bor let us draw a veil upon all thoſe nien dg let us look out for Abdol aly- 
qhan, to whoſe houſe we have carried his nephew then a boy. That officer 


6 after having thought it expedient to paſs the whole day in Sheh-abdol-ret!8!'s 


Gu. the Cl 75 . . .-@=S "08. . | | 
whihth ak houſe, was now, (and it was night,) retiring to his own lodgings on the water 
ad plunder. 


ſide, where he had ready a number of boats for his baggage, together wich one 
of thoſe commodious veſſels, called Padjaras, for his own perſon and faiui!y, 
All theſe were manned and ready ; and the head boat-man adviſed and intrea- 
ted him to avail himſelf of the night to get in the boats with his family and 


effects: promiſing that before the enemy could know preciſely where he mioht 


0... 


1 


( 56 ) Both theſe cities are now become the capitals of that new monarchy, that has ſprung out of the ajizes f 
Nadyr-ſhah's empire, and forms now a poweriul tate that en. braces ſeveral contiguous provinces of Periia, Iu- 
dia, and Latary. ; 


be 
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be; he could carry him to thirty coſſes diſtance, where he would not be over- 
6 taken, and where he might take what reſolution he ſhould judge proper”. He 
added, . that the city reſembling now a place taken by aſſault, and given 
up to ſack and plunder, the Afghans were not thoroughly ack nowled ged 
in it, yet.“ And really chis was tlie beſt reſolution that could be taken; 
but fate had determined it otherwiſe: nor is it uncommon to ſee every day 
people who overwhelmed by the force of their deſtiny, neglect the moſt ob- 
vious means, in order to addict themſelves to far fetched ſchemes and whim- 
ſies, and to expoſe themſelves to mighty dangers, which it was in their power 
to have eſcaped. In one word, he choſe to ſtay at home. After a few days, 


M8rad-ſhir-qhan having been appointed ſuperintendant of the city, ſent Ab- 


dol-aly-qhan word, that he wanted to ſee him: that commander on receiving 
the order, got into his paleky immediately with his uſual train, that is with'a 
number of horſemen; mace-beares, ſoldiers and ſervants of all ſorts, that 


preceded and followed him at all times; and being arrived at the Afghan's 


lodgings; the ſoldiers ofthe guard deſired him to leave his people and arms at 
the gate, and to go. in only with-two or three ſervants, unarmed. The officer 
concluding” that had any ill uſage been intended for him, he had not been 
ſeat for by a ſingle meſſenger, complied with the requeſt, and went in on 
foot ; and that wretched-of Afghan, no fooner ſaw him, than without paying 
any attention to his high rank, he gave his arms and things to be plundered 
by his. ſoldiers, and then ſent him only with two or three ſervants to Shim- 
ſhir-qhanz in a paleky of his own. This general hearing of this affair, got up 
jult as he was, and running barefooted out of his tent, he expreſſed the 
greateſt concetn at what had happened, and aiked repeatedly pardon for the 
miſtake ::ſending at the ſame time for wg paleky, he requeſted his making uſe 
of 1t; and diſmiſſed him to his home, with every demonſtration of honour and 
regard, appointing a guard of a few men to ſee chat no inſult ſhould be offer- 
ed to his divellin$; or perſon. Sometime after he was-obliged to alter his con- 
+66 | duct . 
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chat officer with his companion Syd - nevaz-· qhan, being informed, of thei 
to offer a ſhort prayer, aſter which he would lubmit to their pleaſure; but 


carried back. A religious perſon of great weight, named Shah Sadyc 
vas the cauſe of the controrder: he became ſurety for Abdol- aaly-qhan's peace- 
able behaviour, and he carried him to his home chat very day; but it was 
under condition, that ſhould Aali- verdi · han come, the priſoner would 
keep himſelf quict, without offering in either action or Word any injury to the 
preſent government. As to Mehdy- neſſar:-qhan, my other uncle, he was in 
Sereſs Cotombah, a diſtrict where by his maſter's order he had been expelling 


the Zemindar from his lands: but as ſoon as the news of the Governor Gene- 


tacked him. Mehdy-neſſar-qhan with che few people that remained with him, 


preſerved by che preſence of an Afghan officer, who had: ſerved under the 


poorman's father, and ho that day abandoned the out houſes, but ſaved the 
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duct; and hearing chat his people vented their reſentment in bitter reproaches; 
and likewiſe chat Aali-verdi-qhan was coming, he ſent for him again, and got 
him confined in a tent cloſe to his own: at lat. importuned by Msrad- ' 


ſhir-qhan, and by Muſtegha- qhan's ſon, he gave orders for his execution. 
Abdal-aaly- -qhan was put in a boat, which was rowed to the other fide of the 
river; and the Satellites were going to Put their order in execution, when 


intention, requeſted juſt time enough to purify himſelf by a legal ablution, and 


whillt they were performing their prayers, a controrder arrived, and they were 


ral's death became public, the Zemindar came back with his people, and at- 


and the money he had collected, made his retreat good to Rhotas, where Aali- 
qhan the governor, received him as his gueſt with every demonſtration of 
honom and regard, and lodged him in the fortreſs. As for the poorman' 
houſe, that is my mother's houſe, I thank God, that it was preſerved from 


diſgrace and plunder; and it was in the following manner: the firſt day it was 


audience hall wich the women's appartment: the ſecond day it was ſecured by | 


a guard ſeat by Bahtaver-qhan, another Aiken commander, who had long 
een 
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been in my father's ſervice, and in whole . my father had torn ſeveral 
bonds of his, to the amount of teri or twelve thouſand Rupees. Bahtavet- 
qhan, who was a man of authority, and of great eredit with 'Shim-ſhir-qhan, 
requeſted that General to beſtow our houſe upon him as his ſhare of the 
plunder. He at the ſame time expreſſed che great obligations he had 


received from my father; and alſo the many important favors likewife 
which he had conferred on Sheh- mahmed-ſelah, the Lacnovian, and 
on Caly-qhan the Belminian, two commanders of character. Bahtaver-qhan, 
in requeſting 'Seyd-hedater-aaly-qhan's kvnſe to be ſpared, had once 'threat- 


ened to part with Shim-ſhir-qhan, and to give advice to the governor of the 


confpiracy. ' His requeſt was complied with; and as Shimſher-qhan, God 

knows for what reaſon, had the higheſt regard for that officer, he promiſed him 
whatever he had aſked. After the revolution, the three officers above, took their 

quarters in the andience-hall, from whence they-uſed to repair to the Derbar 

or court of Shimhir-qhan; and whenever they beurd that any commander was 
marching towards our lodgings, they would aſſemble their people, whoſe num- 

ber could not amount to leſs than two or three thouſand men, and would pre- 
pare for an engagement, and it was by ſuch methods as theſe that it pleaſed God 

in thoſe days of confuſion , plunder and inſabordination, to preſerve that ſpot 5 
from the moſtimminent danger of pollution and infa my. 

AlL this while the body of the governor had remained unattended.- to. At 
laſt however afict two whole days, ir was tiken up by Seyd- mahmed the Isfa- 
hamian; father-in-law to Mir-häider- aaly, Cutval of the city, and ſon-in-law to 
the late Mirza- darab. Seyd-mahmed on the intreaties of Mir-haider- aaly,bronght 
the body tots houfe, where he per Grind the religious fites over it: and wrap- 


ping iti a winding a ſheet of great Oe 5 Eero hehad abrought from Kerbela 
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(57) That i is, a ſheet of fine linen, that nas been rubbed to Huſltin's monument at Kerbela, and is ier d all 
f over with paſſages of the Cotan or even with the Whole Coran, i in characters made with moiſteried Sandal-duſt; 
and Reang? As it may | lee, e SA, un; both mea and Nomen, commit e ven crimes to get at thoſe Nada, 

Look. at the remark | 129, Section oth, e Sed ; | 


for 


they marched out to oppoſe Aali- verdi-qhan. The latter was in the middle 
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for hamlelf, he committed it to the earth in that particular ſpot, goes by tlie 


name of Haàibet djung's monument, and which the deceaſed had bought for 


that very purpoſe in that quarter af the city, called Begum-p8 88 
Whilſt chat unfortunate city was in prey to all the atrocities that can be ex. 


pectec from che rage of an unbridled ſoldiery, a report ſpread that Aali- verdi. 


| qhan was advancing. on his way to Azim-abad at the head of. an army. Shim, 


ſhir-qhan chereſore, and chat abominable wretch, M8rad- ſhir-qhan, made haſte 
to ſecure the family af the murdered Prince: with an impudence of mind, and 
an unfeelingneſs of temper, hardly to- be parallelled throughout all che anna! 
of Hindoſtan, thoſe impudent wretches were not aſhamed to ſend open car. 
riages to bring to camp Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan's confort and daughters, with 
Mirza-mehdi, his youngelt ſon, then a boy; and without a veil, without a cur- 
tain, with not even a blanket thrown over them to. intercept the ſight of fo 
many by ſtanders, thoſe illuſtrious, thoſe high born perſons, were huddled to- 
gether in thoſe indecent carriages; and as if there had not been at hand fo many, 
by-ways to anſwer the ſame purpoſe, they were-morcover carried along the 
high ſtreet and through the main. market: ta the great indignation ' of, thoſe 
crouds of honeſt folks, who thought it unlawful to raiſe their eyes-open, 
upon ſuch a forbidden ſpectacle, and loaded the authors of ſo much defilement 
with curſes and execrations: even the Afghans themſelves joined in the general. 
deteſtation. In a little time, the ſhort lived authority of thoſe miſcreants 
came to an end; and the Perpetrators ot ſo much infamy, felt che force of. 
univerſal deteſtation, in the manner which this. hiſtory ſhall pertify, 100 which, 
was no more than what they deſerved. | " 
Tus, two chiefs, by. ſpreading every, WA the, money N bad . in. 

abundance, had brought together about forty thouſand horle in che a and 
nearly as many foot, moſtly of their on nation: they took- with them that 


numerous train, of artillery which they had found ready at their hands, and” 


of 
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.of winter encamped at Amany-gvnj, in the outſkirts of the city of Mgr. 
ſhadad, to oppoſe Mir-habib's inreads, and Djanodji's ravages; when news 


ceme of that mighty event, of that heavy misfortune, that deprived him 


of a ſon-in-law, who was the eye and flambeau of his family, as well as. 


the unqueſtionable delight of his heart; a ſon whom he compared to him- 


ſelf, whether in the arts of government or in thoſe of the field. He had 
In ewiſe loft his brother ; and his daughter and grand- ſon where kept in an 


vnworthy confinement. On the other hand, he reflected likewiſe that the 


{me revolution had deprived him of the province of Azim-abad, that is 


of a full half of his domininons : that it had paſſed to the hands of an 


enemy; and that moſt of his own troops were of the ſame nation with 
that enemy. All theſe misfortunes. crouding at once upon his mind, made 


a deep impreſſion on it; but he did not loſe his wonted firmneſs, nor. 


ever betrayed any appearance of fear, or perturbation, or ever abated any 


thing from his ufual gravity, or the confidence and Majeſty of his deportment. 


The next day he ordered a general aſſembly of his friends as well as of his 
Military officers, high or low. When he ſaw them aſſembled: and ſeated, 
he informed them of what had happened, and then delivered himſelf in theſe 
words: Gentlemen, a ſtone has ſiruck me, and firuck me very hard: A ſon of mine, 
a very able, and worthy fon has been murdered : my brother has periſbed in the tor- 
ments: my children and grand chilaren ore now priſoners, and are turned into ſo ma- 
ty ol jedis of contempt and contumely. After ſuch a flow of misfortunes life is become 


wpalatable to me, and improper to my cireumſlances: nor do Inow any other remedy 


to my <voes, than that of killing or being killed. Now after ſuch a declaration on 


my part, I aſk cohat are your own ſentim:nts? T ſpeak to you all: and amon 2 


nany friends, and ſo many field companions, now preſent, who is willing amongſt you to 


become my afſiflant, and my aſſociate in this perilous affair? This ſ. peech uttered with 
a tone of voice, and a caſt of features impreſſed by a ſenſe of deep-fclt woe, made 
che ſtrongeſt effect on that numerous aſſembly. They anſwered in one general 
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confuſed murmur that they were all his ſervams;. all beholden-fortheir well. 
being to him: all ready to obey his commands : and allready to follow him. 
On hearing theſe words, he pauſed-a-while, and then added: 4s your ſervices 
have theſe many years acquired incredible rights upon my gratitude, I declare 10 "OY 
that whoever Fall pleaſe to. become my-man, my fellow ſoldier and ſuccourer in this 
Mair, I, on my fide ſhall become his man, and his fellow. ſoldier, ready to part with 
my life, or fortune in his cauſe: either of theſe will be common between us; and as 
to.thofe that may be diſinclined from ſo laborious an undertaking, 1 have. no objections 
k 10 their retiring to-tbeir homes: nor do I ſee why it ſhould follow, that becauſe I havs 
myſelf preferred death to-ſuch a life, they alſo ſhould prefer death to their own con- 
weniency.” Theſe words having again produced a murmur of approbation, 
and ſeveral” voices ſpeaking together, on the murmur's ſubſiding, an officer: 
advanced to the meſned, and anſwered in theſe words for all the reſt : Thee 
is no doubt but every bs of us, wie ſervants, has been benefited by his attachment 
to your highneſs: ve have every one of us experienced your favours, and received a 
variety of obligations from your family; and now we have no other intention than that 
of repaying you by ſhedding our blood in your cauſe. March then, and we, fil. 
low. Soldiers. and friends, replied the Viceroy, ye are true to. your words, and 
fincere in your proteſtations, do confirm your oaths by he tres of religion, that they. 
may acquire a greater ſolidity, and become the more binding. At theſe. word, a 
Coran was produced, and every one getting up, ſwore upon it to: the truth 
of his word, and the fidelity of his promiſe... As ſoon as the aſſembly had: 
taken their ſeats again, the Prince addreſſed them again: Gentlemen, ſaid hc, 
Tam a debior to. every one of Jo and the arrears of Jour pay is. a debt cubicd“! 
muſt by all means diſcharge: but you ſee the times : pleaſe io tale patience, and 
allow me time to liguidate the Tohole gradually; for do not-beletue I ſta! be ſparing 
of my money with men that are not ſparing of their blood. The aſſembly conſented 


unanimouſly, and promiſed to be all of one heart and one mind in his ſervice. 
Tarts affair being ended to his ſatisfaction, he turned his view towards raiſ- 


ing 
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ing the neceſfary money, and he obtained immenſo ſums from his ſon · in- lw, 
Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, and not a little from his own daughter, Bibi Gha- 
haſſity, conſort to that deputy. He alſo got mighty ſums from Djagar-ſeat, 
| and from-the bankers and other money lenders, as well as from the principal, 
nerſons of his court. All theſe ſums being immediately payed to the troops, 
there ſtill remained ballances due them. But whilſt theſe arrangements were 
taking, the city was in danger. The Marhattas- were in full view, and had 
raiſed a great tumult; and as their manner of waging war is extremely trou- 
pleſome and importune; and they never tarry at one place, but conduct 
their buſineſs chiefly by repeated ſkirmiſhes and repeated retreats; the Viceroy 
became uneaſy at what might happen in his abſence: and he reſolved to re- 
main encamped, and to ſecure the city, until the preparatives for his iatend - 
ed expedition might be fully compleated. Mean while he ſent his ſon-in-law 
Sayd- ahmed-qhan, to Bagvangola, with orders to ſecure. the roads i in thoſe 
parts, in ſuch a manner, as taat the daily convoys of proviſions from thence 
ould not meet with. any obſtruction from the Marhattas, nor the enemy ſuf» 
ſered to occofion a dearth in the city: he likewiſe publiſhed. . that at preſent 
© kis buſineſs was with the Afghans, a ſpecies of foes,, from whom he could 
not divert his attention to any other object, and againſt whom he muſt 
6 march: of all neceſſity: that mean while the, Marhattas would be left in 
** the heart of Bengal: an army of free booters; that would ravage the coun- 
try without. controul, but againſt whom at preſent he could not inſure the 
« ſafety. of. the inhabitants: that it was proper therefore that every one ſhould 
provide for his own ſafety, by retiring to ſome lure retreat.” As ſoon as 
thele words of his became public, every one of choſe that could afford it, 
reared to the other ſide, that is to the northern ſide of che Ganga; and the 
multitude, that could not afford to quit their homes, recommended themſelves 
to God, and remained in the city.  Aali-verdi-qbaa's mind being now made 
eaſy on that head, he applied it ſo vigorouſly to the preparatives of his 
fhture campaign, and he gained the affection of the ſoldiers ſo effectually 
| by 
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by a variety of favours, and by the affability of bis deportrnent, that about i 
end of the ſecond Rehy in the year 1161, A. D. 1 749 he was enabled to take 
the field, with fourteen or fifteen” thouſand horſe; and eight thouſand foot, » 
the head of which he diſplayed his glorious ſtandards towards the city of 


| Arimabad. From Amany-gundj he went to Chapaideh, which is a village 


at three coſſes from Mgiſh 8dabad, towards the weft. He left his ſon in law, 


Nevaziſh-mahamed-qhan, to take care of the city, in conjunction with Ata. 


ollah-oban, | under whole orders he put a body of five or fix thouſand men, 
commanded by Mir-djaafer-qhan; and as this officer had been for ſeveral years 
paſt paymaſter- general of the forces, a an office which he had loft, and which 
had been beſtowed on N8r-ollah-beg- qhan, che office in queſtion was reſtored 
to him with a view to gain that general s heart, and to fhew a regard to Ne- 
vaziſh-mahmed-qhan's interceſſion. And as it was expected that the army on 


Ks march, would be followed and harraſſed by the flying parties of the 


Marhatras, and probably would ſuffer from a dearth, if not from a ſcarcity of 


proviſions, it was recommended to the moſt eminent grain merchants that 
followed the army, and to all thoſe that could afford the precaution, to 
lay in a ſtore of proviſioas, and to accompany the army in their boats laden 
wich ſtores. In ſhort after taking every precaution, and providing againſt 
every probable accident, he diſplayed the ſtandards of good luck, and 
quitting Chapay-deh, he reſolved to march againſt the enemy. | 

As ſoon as this intelligence was conveyed to the Marhattas, they gueſſed 
his intention; and being reſolved on their fide to ſupport the Afghans at any 


rate, they gave up their wonted cuſtom of warfare; and abandonning their 
che mes of plundering the city of M8rſh8dabad, they took to a mountain- 


ous country on the left of the victorious army, and marched inceſſantly un- 
der cover. The Bengal army on its march received ſome aſſiſtance from 


Seif-qhan, who poſſeiſed the Fodjdary of P8raniah from a long ſeries of 


years, That nobleman having heard ef Aali- verdi-q in's expedition, len: 


10 
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to his aſſiſtance Sheh-din-mahmed, ſon to Sheh-· mudjahed, a chief command - 
er in his ſervice, at the head of fiſteen hundred muſqueters: excuſing him- 
ſelf at che ſame time on pretence ol ſickneſs, from waiting upon him in 
perſon. ü The officer having croſſed the Ganga at Carangola, attempted to 
Join Aali-verdi-qhan, who he heard would ſtay two or three days at Mongher; 


and he was already arrived at Soltan-gundj, when he was ſer upon by the 
Marhattas, who hearing of his ſmall numbers, ſent a detatchment to overtake 


him. The man without being diſmayed, food his ground the whole day, 
after having diſpatched a ſwift horſeman to give advice to Aali-verdi-qhan 
of his ſituation, This prince, although averſe from dividing his army, ſent 
the four ſons of Omer-qhan with a body of troops to ſuccour him; but be- 


fore the detachment could arrive, the Marhattas, at fun ſet, had already retir- 


ed to their camp, as is their cuſtom: ſo that Din-mahamed availed himſelf 


of this retreat, and of the darkneſs of the night to march without diſconti- 


nuation, until at day break he met the detachment, with which he marched 
on leiſurely, fo as to reach the army betimes. The next day he payed his 
reſpects to Aali-verdi-qhan, who loaded him with careſſes and encomiums. 
The officer in relating his engagement with the Marhattas, mentioned that 
| having ſpent all the powder he had received from his maſter, he requeſted a 
ſupply from the army's ſtores, leſt he might he found deſtitute in the future 
engagement with the Afghans. Thus was a very natural requeſt, but to the a- 


mazement of all, it was not heard; and the Viceroy, i intent on ſparing his ſtores, 


exprefſed doubts about the officer's ſpending all his powder. The latter ob- 


ſerved the length of the engagement, which had laſted: from morning till 
evening; but the Viceroy till doubted ; and it required a deal of perſuaſion, 
and many intreatics to make him ſpare a ſmall quantity of gunpowder. Strange 
to ſay! that ſo great a Prince, and otherwiſe ſo generous a man, ſhould have 


taken up ſo much time to conſider whether he ſhould beſtow ſome gun- pow- 
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der on a deſerving « officer: an article too ſocheap, and at that time, ſo very ne- 
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We Woke rale It was a little aer ris event, that a man who 


| ade letter of importance from Ata-ollah-qhan to the two Afghan Generale, 
tell in the hands of Doſt-nick-bedaqhſhani, an officer in the Bengal army: by 


comparing the purport of the letter with the man's anſwers, it became evident 
that Ata-ollah-qhan ſolicited their concurrence and their alliance, offering them 


an union of concerns and intereſts, and * chem to a ee oppo- 


firion on promiſe of ſupport. 


Ne © Sven a diſcovery could not but affect the Viceroy : however his atrention 
as ioon diverted toanother object. Whilſt the Bengal army was on its march, 


Mir-habib, of whom all track had been loſt in his journey through the moun- 
tainous countries, emerged all at once about Bagal-p8r, and was now on the 


little river of Champa -nagar, where falling une xpectedly upon the laggers of 


the army, he occaſioned much diforder and much tumult amongſt the people 
chat attended the baggage; after which he retreated with his booty. But this 


| did nor prevent the Viceroy from continuing his journey to Mongher, where 


he was met by Radja Sunder-fing, Zemindar of Ticary, who had receiv- 
ed important favors from him, and was greatly attached to his family : 

and likewiſe by Camcar-qhan, Zemindar of Tarkur and Surndy they 
both came to pay their reſpects, and to offer their ſervices ; and they 
were received with demonſtrations of honor and regard.  Imimediarely after 
them, came the cream of law-tearning, the pritice of doctors, the wich- 
drawer of the veil of celeſtial and terreſtial truths, our Lord and teacher, 
I Mir-mabmed-aaly-fazyt, (May God perpetuate the refieſhing pure 
ftreams of hisYearning ) and he came to pay his reſpects to the Viceroy, who 
received him with the utmoſt regard, and ſhewed him every demonſtration 
of honor. He is a perſonnage, of whoſe merit we all make farther en. 
tion, when we come to ſpeak more particularly of Aal verdi. qhan Va . 
18 well as of his private way of liſe. This excellent man was tollowed in a 


2 few days by ſome other perſons of ditin&tion ,{ uch as Quadtufn-hallen-qhan 
wha 


NM U T A d HRE R I N. 


who having quitted the army for ſome diſguſt againſt Mehdy: heffir- gan, 
was coming to Azim-abad; and had already pitched his tent at P8lvary: where 
beating of that lamentable event; (his maſter's death)and finding it dangerous 


co retreat, he thought it expedient to join his -murdertrs; until ſome favours 
able oppottunity ſhould ſerve. Hearing in the ſequel that the Viceroy was arri- 
ved at Mongher, he gave the Afghans the ſlip, and came to pay his teſpects to 
that pritice, Whoadmitted him the honour of killing the threſhold of the fublime 
Cate. Thither came alſo Iſmàil-cgli-qhan, a nobleman who on che firſt news 
of the revolution at Azim-abad, had taken fright and was flying to M8rſh8d- 


bad; But on his coming to pay his obeyſance, no kind of notice was taken of | 
it as he had already loft his character. News came at the ſame time that the two 


Afghan commanders with fifty thouſand oftheir countrymen, all as great miſcre- 
ants and as odions as themſelves, had quitted the city of Azim-abad with alt 
thoſe implements of war which they had found ready aſſembled at their hands; 


and that they had encamped at the town of Bar. This intelligence having reached 
Aali-verdi-qhan, who had tarryed a few days at Mongher, only to aftord ſome 


reſt to his army, and to implore the divine aſſiſtance, he diſplayed his victori« 


ous ſtandards, and marched forwards to meet the enemy. 


Ic was at this very critical time, that Mir-habib, and Djanodji arrived in the 


reignbourhood of Azim- e. from whence they immediately ſent notice of 


their arri val to Ne two Afghan generals. Theſe two men who had only put in ex- 
ecution the ſeveral parts of that mighty revolution, which had been planned by 
Mir-habib, but where he and the Marhattas had pointed out to them mighty 
benefits which they had taken upon themſelves, thought that now was the time 


0 confer with them: They went to Pay aviſit to Mir- habib as well as to Djano- 


5 as to two men in whoſe ſervice they reckoned themſelves to be: for this 


Mir-habib} had been the propoſer,and firſt mobile of that whole affair: he was a 


man of a fiery temper, fertile i in expedient,” vindicative and ardent in every thing 
tha tended ITY Aali-verdi-quan' 5 power; but he was very little ſeconded ! 


| * 
| by: 
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by fortune. Djanodji and Mir-habib beſtowed rich Oylaats on Shimſhir-qhan 


who had formed high pretentions upon him for their ſalary, ſeem 


of upon an invitation from the Afghans, who had prepared a 


Irn 


and his colleague, whom they treated inall reſpects as men in their pay: and Mir. 


habib doubtleſs thought that he had conferredon them thereby the Viceroyalty 
of Bahar. After this viſit they were diſinifſed to their camp; for the Afghans, 


only to 
efurned the viſit 


tertainment: he 


conform to whatever he pleaſed. The next day Mir-habi 


was accompanied by Mirza-mahmed- ſaleh, by Mohon-fing and by ſome other 


perſons of diſtinction: a great deal of reſpect was ſhewn him, and he was ſump. 


tuoſly entertained. After the entertainment, he was ſhewn into a magnificient 


tent, pitched on purpole for his taking ſome repoſe inthe afternoon: they alſo 
ſent a guard thither; in appearance to do him honor, but in reality for quite 
another purpoſe: the officers had orders to let Mir-habib repoſe leiſurely; but 


on his offering to return to his camp, chey were to prevent him, and to repre- 
ſent, that the Afghans had engaged on that dangerous enterpriſe ſolely on his 
e promiĩes: that chey had performed their own part, as men in his ſervice, by 
we diſpatching Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan; and were now to the number of fifty 


ee thouſand horſe and foot ready to fight the enemy, and all this, by his orders, 


cc and for his ſake; but as the pay of the troops was in arrear by a vaſt balance, 


& it was proper that he ſhould provide for their immediate relief by a ſum of 


; © thirty or forty of lacks; after which he might return to his camp, to find the 


© remainder.” Mir-habib's ſituation now became critical; but he was exttica- 
ted by his friend, Mirza-faleh, to whom he had given proper inſtructions, and 
who having examined the ſcheme by himſelf, executed the following ſtratagem: 
he engaged a number of Marhatta troopers to abſent themſelves from the Af 
ghan camp; and then to return full ſpeed, crying out that Aali- verdi-qhan 5 

was at hand, and that bis vanguard was in purſuit of them. The troopers did as 
they were bid, and filled the Afghan army with tumult; and Mir- habib getting 


e 
xeady with his retinue, intended to return to his cam p- when beſras met by th 
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two Afghan. generals who renewed their ell, but were anſwered by 


Mir-habib “ that they took very ill their time for ſtopping him and ſetting up a | 
conference and a negotiation: that ſuch a ſtoppage could not but produce 


« ſome great evil; and would occaſion preciſely what the enemy wiſhed for: 
« that Aali-verdi-qhan thirſting for revenge was at hand; and that ſuch a ſum 


| « would be duely conſidered, and as much as he could afford it, provided 


« for after his return to his camp; but that ſuch an, affair required leiſure and 


ee recollection; and that now the main buſineſs was how to get ready for an 


engagement, as nota moment was to be loſt in diſputes.” This ſpeech produ- 
ced its full effect: the Afghans conſidered, conſented to a parley; and at laſt Mir- 
habib agreed to pay down two Lacs of Rupees, for which a Banker became 


his ſecurity. It was with ſuch a contrivance he found means to depart from 


the Afghan camp, and to arrive ſafe among his own troops, together with 
his right hand man Mir-za-ſaleh: the next day the two armies, having juſt 
ſeen each other, and being only at three coſſes diſtance, every one prepgred 


for a general action. ; 

(58) Txz Navvab {word of the empire, the valorous of the ſtate, the vaillant 
Mahmed Alli verdi · qhan, ever formidable in battles, who in thoſe times had 
not his equal, except Aſet-dja-nizam-el-mulk, in the art of ranging an army 
in battle and in chuſing a poſt, did not think it proper to quit the ſhore of the 
| Ganga, but kept cloſe to it's banks, along which he advanced towards the town 
of Bar, where he found the Afghans encamped on the other ſide of a ſmall 
river, 'which was in times of yore, the Ganga itſelf, but where the water hav- 
ing quitted that ſhore, and gone over to the other fide, had left juſt ſuch a ſmall 
quantity of water, and in fo narrow a ſtream, as formed an Iſland on the 


antient bed called the Derab, or hollow; on che other {ide of which the 
A had enganped, but which they turned into a very ſtrong poſt, by 


— 
(58) Theſe words with a few lass that follow, are given here litera ly as a ſpecimen of our author's oriental 
ble, 
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lining al Ot ſhores with that- numerous Artillery which cs: in their 
camp; in ſo much that the paſſage had been rendered of | very difficult ac. 


| ceſs, The Viceroy having taken information from a Zemindar of that neigh- 


bourhood, advanced weſt-wards about two miles during the night time, and 


5 paſſed on the other ſide without any difficulty; nor did this event come to the 


knowledge of the Afghans but when it was already mid-day: Struck with ſur- 
priſe and amazement, they abandoned that numerous artillery with all its im- 
plements, and diſappeared; and this firſt ſucceſs proved ſo auſpicious, that the 
Viceroy took it up as a good omen to his future operations: ſuſpecting how- 
ever that tome deceit might lurk in this ſudden retreat, he advanced beyond 
his own artillery, and paſſed the whole night waking, with part of his army 


under arms. At the end of the night, when the horiſon commenced to redden, 


and the divine goodneſs was ſending forth the beneficient rays of it's ſun, he 


made his morning prayer, and rubbing the forehead of ſupplication and humi- 


lity, on the future field of battle, he petitioned the ſupreme overſeer of the afflic- 
ted for ſucceſs and victory over thoſe murdering enemies of his family. Af. 
ter this, he produced a ſmall cake made of the earth of the ſacred tomb of the 
Prince of martyrs (59), (a precious gem which he always carryed with him on 
ſuch important occaſions,) and having adorned his forehead with ſome duft 


from it, he found within himſelt an acceſſion of Vigor, and he gave theorder 


of march. On getting up with the enemy, he again made a ſhort prayer, 


mounted his Elephant, and prepared for battle. After having examined the 
country about Bar, and paid a proper attention to that hollow plain, in which 13 
the village called Rani- Choc, wo this is but at four cane from that town) 
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= 59) The prince of martyrs ought 8 all means | to 1 1 bimſelf, 3 was 3 by his 
fair Jew priſoner, in his expedition againſt the Jews of Qhaiber; but Mahomet cuts but a ſmall figure with 
the Shyahs or Perſian ſectaries, whenever their own heroes may be affected by the competition. The prince of 
martyrs with them therefore is either Ally his couſin and ſon-in-law, who was flain at Nejef alias C8fah, near 
Baſrah, where he lies buried; or Hoſſein his grand-ſon by Fatemah,who was lain at Kerbela, near Bagabad,where 
he is entombed, and where his monument is reſorted to every day by ons crowds of Perſians, and even by 
Turks who chance to ow that Way. | 
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be diefe his army in the following manner: : shred qhan, with tie | 
heavy artillery was placed inthe front of all: behind him was ſtationed Haiders 


aaly-qhan with the field pieces; and he was to be ſupported by Rahem-qhan 
and Mir-mahmed-cazem-qhan, and Doſt-mahmed- qhan at the head of their 
reſpective brigades: theſe were his main body in one line. On the left 
of this,. and a little behind, over againſt the part where the Marhattas had 


made their appearance, he placed Sayd· ahmed · qhan, his ſon-· in- lav, with Alla- 
yar-qhan, and Mirza-! redj-qhan and Radja Sunder-fing, and Radja- camcar- 
qhan with ſome other commanders, all at the head of their brigades. Umer- 
qhan received orders to ride the Viceroy's ſtandard- elephant, quite cloſe to the 
prince himſeif and in his front; and that commander's four ſons, viz. Aſſ- 
alet-qhan, and Dilir-qhan, and Ahmed-qhan, and Mahmed-qhan, with their 


troops, were ordered to attend their father. But Sheh- din-mahmed with 


leveral other commanders, received orders to cover their flank: all theſe 


diſpoſitions being made, the Viceroy took his poſt in the center of all. On 


the oppoſite ſide, the two Afghan generals put their army in the following order 
of battle: they had of their own about thirty thouſand horſe and foot, beſides 
_ Bagſhi-b6Sliah's infantry, and a multitude of | other Afghans lately arrived. 
Hayat · qhan, a commander of character, was ſtationed with his corps on the 
very Banks of the Ganga, towards the left, with a battery of heavy cannon, 
Vith which he had orders to fire inceſſantly againſt the enemy's center, and 
agginſt Aali- verdi qhan's perſon: the reſt of the army formed a body that exten- 


ded ina line weſt wards of the River fora great length. The Marhattas on 


the other hand, forming an angle with this line, fronted che whole left wing of the 


enemy; and Aali-verdi-qhan, encloſed between two armies, each of which 


was ſtronger than his. own, looked like a gem encircled with metal. The 


Marhattas were &irmiſhing endleſly, and the Bengal army ſeemed to be given 
upfor loſt; but it muſt be acknowledged for the ſake of truths, that never did xhat 


heroe exhibit _ ſteadineſs and forticude,as in that trying day, in which few 


| men 
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men would have cot fe' their firmneſs daunted by ſo formidable an ap- 


pearance of ſuperiority. 'T he two armies now advancing to engage, and 
the artillery firing already, a ball directed by the ſovereign diſpoſer of events, 
took up Ser-dar-qhan's head, and ſhockingly mangled his . body; and his 


troops deprived of a commander, reputed ſtill braver than Shimſhir-qhan, 


were diſheartened, broke their ranks, and then diſperſed: ; Nor were theſe 


leſs, than a full half of the Afghan army. By this time Haider-aaly- qhan 
was advancing towards thoſe diſheartened troops with his infantry, and per. 

etually pouring upon them ſuch ſheets of fire, as darkened the light of 
the ſun; and having turned noon-day into a dark night, the ambient air be- 
came as black and as frightful as the reprobated faces: of thoſe wretched ra- 


vagers. Aali-verdi-qhan on obſerving the confuſion and fluctuation occa- 


Gonied by this fire, ordered Sheh-djehan-yar and F akyr-ollah- beg qhan to ad- 


vance with their cavalry, and to charge the confuſed enemies; but neither 
of choſe two officers moved a ſtep. At this very moment the Marhattas, 
and Mir-habib, ſeeing the Bengal army fully employed by the Afghans, fell 
upon it's left wing, and made ſo vigorous an attack, that Seradj-edd681ah, 
whoſe elephant was cloſe to that of his uncle, obſerved ** that matters grew 


c ſerious there, and that ſome aſſiſtance muſt be ſent againſt thoſe enemies 


c jmmediately, or it would become too late to. think of it.” Aali-verdi- 
qhan with an inflamed face, and a tone of anger and peeviſhneſs not cuſtom- 
ary to him, anſwered bluntly, pray, who are the Marhattas? and who is Mr- 
babib ? my enemies now are theſe that are before me: after T ſhall have been re- 
denged of thoſe miſcreants, I hope with god's bleſſing to give a good account of 
the Marhattas themſelves, and to drive them out of my country. After this an- 


ſwer, he, without looking at the Marhattas, continued with his face turned 


againſt the Afghans ; and he again ſent an order to F akyr-ollah-beg-quan to 
charge directly. Whilſt he was yet ſpeaking, a ſwift horleman came up, 
wich a joint meſſage "_— Rahem-qhan, and Doſt- mahmed- "han, and Mir- 
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| Careti-qhan, and Hader. aali- qhan, requeſting leave to charge immedi- 
aely, as the enemies ſeemed. confounded, and greatly diſordered by the 
fre of the infantry ; « we only wait for your order,” added the meſſenger; 
. and be fore. to-cover our rear ſo as to preſerve our communication wich 
6 70 @o my valbrens Fillows, aufwered the Viceroy, go where wiftory beck. 
„ bo. yon; and reft aſſured that you jhall fee me cloſt io your b acks, and at hand : 
t fppart 2h The meſſenger having returned on a gallop, a moment after 
the firſt line was ſeen to move forwards; the Viceroy immediately moved 
at the fame time; and the action at once became a ſcene of hand- blowo. 
Doſt· Mahmed · qhan and Mir-Cazem-ghan, both rivals of glory, and boch 
fiends, rode on the fame elephant; and deſirous of being before hand with 
the others, they were puſhing eagerly forwards ; and the engagement now: 
becoming cloſer and loſer,” every one engaged the man over againſt him, 
and fought hand to hand, in ſuch a manner that the enemy's blood commenced: 
flowing in abundance,and it dropped on the dry ground, like the hair from the 
eye · browys of he afflicted ones. The two friends puſhing eagerly forwards,without 
booking behind, at laft cloſed with MSrad-thir-quan* 5 elephant, upon which 
Mir-cazem-qhan, was already jumping, having ſerzed the oppoſite Ho8- 
dah with one hand. The Afghan-general; although wounded by a muſquet | 
bat, hadforce/enough to raiſe his head, and ſeizing a ſabre or am Afghan 
knife (59), he twice ſtruck his enemy, cat forme of His fingers away, and 
made him quit his hold Whilſt he was thus engaged, Doft-Mahmed- 
qlian jumped into che H68dah; and having brought him down by his weight, 
he cut his head off: inſtantly the man ho had loſt his hold and his fingers, 
laving applied his wounded hand to che Hös dal's board, got up again. It 
vas at that time that Shimſhir· qhan fell wounded it om his clephant, without 
i & being) known how, nor by whom. This _ been . by ** 
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beg, a gentleman attached to Dilir-qhan, he jumped down from his horſe, 
cut off the Afghan's head, and ran to preſent it to Aali-verdi-qhan ; J and 
theſe two guilty heads, ſtuffed with 10 much ingratitude and pride and im- 
prudence, having been now brought down from their ſeats, by the diſpe- 
ſitions of an avenging providence, -- were made faſt to the feet of the Vice. 


roy's elephant. At ſight of this, . that prince inclined himſelf. profoundly, 


and rubbed; the front of humility on the ground of acknowledgement, 
for an event which became a ſure fore -· runner of victory; ſetting open at the 


ſame time the gate of joy and gladnels, he ordered the muſick to ſtrike up, and 


the. enemy to be charged every where, without affording him time to breath. 


Mean while the Marhatta army, which. had advanced fiercely againſt the 
leſt wing, as againſt a ſure prey, finding that the engagement had taken a turn 


which had never been ſo much as ſuſpected, and which had intirely changed 
the face of things, were aſtoniſhed at the firmneſs and fortune of a man always 
crowned with ſucceſs: they doubted of their being able to face fo fortunate a 


commander; and quitting the engagement, they commenced retreating ; ſo 


chat Aali-verdi- qhan being freed from thoſe importunate enemies, turned his 
whole attention againſt the Afghans ; ; he purſued - them to their camp, which 
he entered with all the pride of victory, planting his fortunate ſtandards at the 
very entrance. All this while the unfortunate governor's 's conſort, Aminah- begum 
with her daughters, and Mirza-mehdy her fon, were kept priſoners in a tent, 
that had hecome the ſeat of miſery and viretchedneſs, and where they were 
expoſed to all Kinds of hardſhips and to every kind of contumely : thoſe un- 
fortunate perſons hearing of this unexpected revolution, thought they had 
come a ſecond time into the world, and they commenced to breathe freely. 
Thoſe it ee captives were en the Viceroy's quarters, and a flood of 
tears, as well as an innundation of; joy, followed the interview: all Was f. 
lence for a long while: at Iaſt they both opened their hearts and mouths to re- 
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tuin their acknowledgements to the tu 8 comforter, cn hearing of this 
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piece of-good news, the Inhabitants of the City of Azim-abad, high or low 
gave themſelves up to an univerſal Joy; and their hearts contracted this long 

while by the preſſure of misfortune, ſorrow and regret, being ſet at liberty by 
this revolution, expanded at the wellcom=. news; they thronged in crouds 

to ſee the unexpected ſcene, and to kiſs the deſired threſhold; and theyreturned 
home each with a proviſion of joy for the reſt of che year. 'The nobles and. 
the people flocked out of the gates into the victorious camp of chat fortunate | 
and benevolent prince, to contem phate that pattern ot Both glory and ſimplicity 
of heart's and after having feaſted cheir eyes with the ſight of theiꝝ heloved lord, 

Fa. contemplated the individuals of a family that had become the darling of 
mankind, chey ſeemed to have obtained the utmoſt ſcope of their tondeſt 
wiſhes. - Aali- verdi-qhan, after having given ſome reſt to his troops for a 
couple of Gaya,” ſpread his victorious: ſtandards, and marched into the city 

of Azim-abad i in military array, but yet with a pomp that darkened the eye | 
of his enemies, and gladened the hearts of his friends. He carried ſo much 
benignity in his looks, and ſhewed ſo much mercifulneſs and condeſcendence 
in whatever he did or ſaid, that he afforded long draughts of a refreſhing're- 
lief to the diſtreſſed inhabitants of a city and country, whoſe afflicted hearts 
had been theſe two months and a half chirſting after ſuch a day, and ſpread- 
ing conſtantly the eye of expectation as a carpet for his beneficent arrival. 
The prince 's emotions at theſe unfeigned demonſtrations of joy were gueſſed 
by his alighting again, to return his ou ledgemient to the ſpring and 
author of all benefits: : he renewed his orders for performing the vows and 
oblations he had promiſed, and commanded ſums and penſions to be diſtri- 
buted to the needy, to the Seyds, and to the diſtreſſed believers (60), as well 
25 to the ag and pooriof all forts ; . after which he wrote to his deputy at 
| Mirth8dabad, that © Thanks be to God, he nad obtained a — TONY | 
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« and ſuch, MR heart: hadl-withee d. d that, therefore, am 
85 thing more on his, parti cha ta diſtribute to the Seyd and to the needy fami.. 
< lies of that city, the ſums that had been vowed for their relief,” he comman- 
ded bim to keep abrays in his eye ilie content and ſatisfaction of che inha. 


e bitants committed to his cine) as: the main object of his adminiſtration; 


« ſo as to afford ſome epuſhich to a loyal people that had already ſuffered 
d but toe much from the apprehenſions of the iniquitous government of a 
4 ſet of miſcreants that had murdered his children, overwhelmed his family 


and effenclallyinjored-hisloving ſubjects.” Theſe letters being diſpatched, be 


fe truſty officers and other perſons of his houſhold to confiſcate and bring 


àrvvay che property which that ungreatful nation had left at Deher-banga: at the 


tame time letters came from the Zemindar of Betia, humbly ſetting forth, that the 


| families of Shimſhir-qhan and Serdar-qhan had been lodged: with bim by 


cc their Owners, as in a place ol ſafety; and that ſhould tlieſe defenceleſs perſons 
he ſuffered! to depart to ſome other country; he would undertake to pay to 
« hishighnefs amuzuror preſent of three lacs of Rupees.” This offer vas not ae 
eepted and truſty perſons were ſent o bring that family away. In orderto give 
choſe perſons more weight, and alſo to keep the Zemindar in awe, Aali-verdi- 
qhan himſelf croſſed the Ganga, and under pretenee of hunting, he advanced 
two or three days journey towards the Betia: afrer having left the care ofthe 
city to his Son-in-law Sayd-ahmed-qhan. The Zemindar of Betia intimidated 


| by choſe appearances, thoug bt proper to deliver to the envoy the conſort and 


daughters of Shimſbir-qhanz and orders were immediately diſpatched: to them, 


to bring thoſe Ladies in covered coaches, and with fo much derence and e 
bat they ſhould never come to be defiled by any prophane eye: directions Iihewi* cr 


tiven, that inflead of being carryed along the main fireet aud the feveral Marel, Y | 
the city of Azimabas, they. ſhould take a cincuit, go ronnd the anfrequented Shares of 
the ramparts, and be condufled with the ume re ect and Jecrecy- to his | feragli, 


about the e weſtern gate ; But by « all means to take care. that 0 45 ad 2 Her 10 in-- 
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jury, nor meet with any ſubject of 22 on their way. As ſoon asthey arrived at 
the gate of the ſanctuary, they were received with kindneſs, and aſſigned a decent 
apartment for themſelves and their attendants. The attention todecence was car- 


ryed ſofar, that Seradj-· eddõ glah, who was the whole delight of his ſoul; and Who 


uſed to get into the Prince's Seraglio at all times, without ſending or giving 


notice, was now commanded to ſubmit to thoſe demonſtrations of reſpect and 
precaution; leſt the ſight of unlawful women ſhould by ſome chance come to 
meet his youthful eye: a precaution to which Aali-verdi-qhan ſubmitted himſelf 
now, always ſending notice (61), whenever he went into hisinner appartment. 
He alſo made it a point to ſhew thoſe ladies every mark of regard and atten- 
| | Q, ? | His extre 
tion: whenever he received any fine fruit, or any victuals had been prepared delicacy outcir 
$3 4 * : Account. hy 
to his particular mind, (and he was very nice in this laſt article,) he always 


ſent them a ſhare firſt of all, and then only he thought of his own con- 


ſort and daughters; and ſuch a ſhare was always upon an equality ; but when- 
ever there happenned to be ſome holy days, or ſome other ſolemn occaſion, 


in which it became proper to ſend Shimſhir-qhan's conſort a compliment or a 


meſſage ſuitable to the occaſion, i it was always by the expreſſion of Nani or of 
my grandmother; for as to the daughters, he never ſo much as mentioned 
them : a delicacy, that does him the more honor, as his own daughter, and 
his grand children of both ſexes, had been treated with the utmoſt contempt. 
and contumely by thoſe ungrateful miſcreants, who would have never been 
able to repay him for the many favors heaped upon them, had they ſpent 
their whole lives in his ſervice; and who yet made no other return for ſo f 


many benefits, than that of ſuffering thoſe forlorn captives to become a prey 


tes . 
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(61) In that caſe 3 of the higheft diſtinction keep alw y on the watch at the gate of the Seraglio ſome 
Eunuch, or at leaſt an old woman, whoſe buſineſs is to run forwards and give notice to the Ladies* Inferior peo» 
ple always top at che curtain that᷑ indicates th= apartment of women, and either cough ſeveral times, or talk aloud, 
or ſtrike their hands together. This precaution is intended to afford ſome delay to any women that ſhould be 

bathing, or drying their hair in the ſun, or ſhifting their clothes, or even proving without a veil; any intruſion 
at ſuch a time, by even the maſter of the houſe, would occaſion a generꝭl ſcreaming, or at leaſt much raurmur- 
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to every diſtreſs and every miſery imaginable: ſo infamous a behaviour 


rendered thoſe miſcreants in their life time, the ſcope of the arrows af 


every one's ſatire and reproach ; and after their death, their memory has 


ever been held in horror and deteſtation. But i i was not with any view to 
himſelf chat Aali- verdi-qhan, had ſent for thoſe Afghan ladies: it was, ſaid 
be, to reſcue their honor from the conſequences of aſudden revolution, or a 


precipitate flight: for to all the ſweetneſs of good manners and good breed- 


ing, he joined à great knowledge of mankind, and a very keen ſighted pru- 
dence; and he was heard to ſay more than once, that he had no buſineſs at 


all with any man's honor or women, although he ſhould prove his bittereſt 


enemy. Buſineſs with his Women, would he ſay, I never had, nor will ever have; 


and if T have ſent for theſe veiled ones, { 62) it is to Sher the world, and even to 
Simſbir- g ban's departed foul, what difference there is between. himſelf and me 
That man had made me 10 proper return, by uſing fo ſhameleſſly ill my children 
and grand-children: Zin- eddin-abmed-qhan himſelf had offered him bo f injury; and 
J am not conſcious of having done that Afghan any thing but much good: An 
even ſuppoſing that he did harbour ſome ſecret diſcontent againſt my ſon- in- latv, 
fill he revenged himſelf 5 treating him as no man ought to be treated by 


another; But what had his women done him? and what was the guilt of his 


conſort ? what ron had they done him, for his infliting fuch a treatment upon 
them ? Such were that prince's ſentiments. Some time after, he found an op- 
portunity of carrying his benignity much farther, Shimſhir-qhan' s eldeſt 
daughter had been bethrothed to one Shah-mahmed-afac, one of the deſcen- 
dants of Caffem-Suleimany's : an Afghan of note, who had turned Fakyr or 
religious in times of yore, but who had been ſhut-up in the fortreſs of Chen- 
nar-gur by order of the Thien Dach (6 3), who did not like his be- 
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(62) This; is the e expreſſion for bea fyior women. 


(63) One of th- anceſtors of M:timed-ſhah, and the ninth in order above him: he was repreſented with 
a broad face, a thin goat's beard, and a very thin pair of whiſkers ; ſo that the Tartarian features may befeen 
7 et. ite as that face. His ſon Shah- djehan had a thoroug u Indian face, that is a beautiful one u che Eurcpcan ſty le. 
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ing followed by loch ſhoals of ſectators: there the man ended bis life and 
there his diſciples in conjunction with the Afghans his ſectators, had raiſed over 
his bones a fine monument much reſorted to by devotees, and which iti 
Aali-verdi-qhan's time, was kept in full repair, ſo as to attract much notice. 
This monument cuts a figure in the weſtern part of the town, adjoining to 
the fortreſs" itſelf ; but ſince the Engliſh have added that ſtrong hold to 
the conqueſts they have made of all the eaſtern provinces of Hindoſtan, 
the Mauſoleum has loſt it's revenues,and the pilgrims their uſual entertainment: 
i is now going to decay; and god only knows what further humiliation it is ſtill 
to expect. This Mahmed-afac, bearing a character much admired by 


the Afghans, Aali-verdi-qhan ſent for him, and beſtowed on him his intended 


bride. The nuptials were celebrated in ſo generous a manner, that he made 
nich preſents to the new married couple, conferred a number of favors on the 
whole family ; and at their own requeſt, he diſmiſſed them to Deher-banga, 


which was their native place, and where by his order they were compliment- 


ed wich ſeveral villages that furniſhed amply to their ſubſiſtence. Another 
inſtance of Aali-verdi- -qhan' 8 benignity of temper, and of his regard for. the 
ſex in particular, may be obſeryed in his attention to Mir-habib's conſort, 
that bitter enemy to his perſon and family. The conſort of that general, 
even after his flight and defection, had continued to enjoy perfect ſafety in 
M8:ſh8dabad, where ſhe remained ſeveral years, always reſpeQed by the 
government. But as the keeping ſuch a family any longer in that capital 
was ſuſceptible of inconvenience, the Viceroy wrote now to his Deputy, to 
have chat lady conveyed to the frontiers with her whole family in the moſt de- 
cent manner, after having complimented her with a larger ſam of money 
than that which ſhe had requeſted herſelf for the charges of her journey. The 
order bore that her perion ſhould be entruſted to ſome approved man, whoſe 
buſingſs ſhould be not to loſe. fight of her, until ſne had been deliv ered into 


All cheſe events happened about che time when news 
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came, that the Emperor Mahmed-ſhah had departed this life, arc that his ſon 


Ahmed-ſheh had became in his ſtead the ornament of the Hindoſtary 
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SECTION VI. 


5TRANGE conſpiracy of a ſon againſt his father.—Seradj-ed-dg81a's 
afcendance on his uncle's mind. Diſſentions creep in the viceroy's fami- 
. Amazing fortune of Ata-allah-qhan.—T he viceroy carries with 
him to his capital a number of learned men of Azimabad.—The author 
finds his grand uncle, Abdol-aaly-qhan, diſgraced, and in miſery.— And 
all his relations and friends, gone to the court of Moor ſhoodabad.—Stif- 
ghan, hereditary governor of P8rania, is flighted by the viceroy, and 
ſoon after dies. —1 conduct of bis fon and ſucceſſor, wwho has the folly to 
take à journey to Moor ſhoodabad.—The Marhatta prince Djanodji at- 
tempts to plunder that city. — The viceroy marches againſt him.— A 
whole brigage mutinies, and is broke and diſbanded. —T he viceroy pur- 
ſues Djanodji.—Infamous uſage offered to the willing garriſon of *Ba- 
ra-bati.—That fortreſs ſurrenders.—Deſeription of the city of Ca- 
lec. The wviceroy returns to his capital, through an infinity of diffi- 
culties.—F'irſt campaign of Seradi-ed-dogla.— Strange mfidelittes in 
the Bengal army.—Strange behaviour of a $eminaar who had offered 
himſelf” for a guide. —Serajd-ed-do81a elopes and revolts, —The old 
viceroy paſſionately doating on his grandſon.—Strange attack on the 
city of nalad, by faxty men. — Singular combat between two 
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noblemen, equally ſtout and brave.—The viceroy recovers his nephew, 


and then falls dangerouſly ill. be viceroy again, at the head of his 


troops, forces the Marhattas to retreat.—The tww9 parties tired of a 

_ twelve years war, Peace concluded. — An immenſe balance, long fer- 

gotten, recovered for the treaſury by a gentoo mmiſter .-—Some account - 
and death of Mir-habib, a famous Marhatta general. Death vf it; 
Gentoo minifter, Djankiram; and fume account of Ram-nardin.— 
Death of young Ecram-ed-do81a.—Which in time cauſes that g, 
his adoptive father, Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan.—Infamous coirduc? of 
Seradj-ed-dg8la, in his private hours, — His perſon detefted.—He for 
his coup d eſſay, murderstwo illuſtriaus noblemen, brothers.—Noble re- 
Actions of the author on thoſe two murders, —Nevaziſh-mahmed- ghan. 
mnfinitely regretted. — His eulogium.—Some account of his ſecond bro. 
ther, $6 yd-abmed-qhan.—His death.—Singular character of an i 
woman called Dana-annga.—Death of Ally-verdi-gban. — An ac- 
count of his private li be. in gular prediction Y bs, with regard to 


the En 89 


— Ss 


E have left Aali-verdi-qhan on the other ſide of the Ganga, 

As this was a country full of game, and he was excecd- 
ingly fond of hunting, he paſſed forty or fifty days on-that fide of 
the river; and it is there that Seradj-ed-dg8la, who could not di- 
geſt the appointment of his uncle Siyd-ahmed-qhan 'to the vice- 


royalty of Azimabad, ſpoke ſome words, and committed ſome ac- 


tions, that little became his ſtation and his perſon; and it is at ſuch 
a conjuncture, likewiſe, that he gave ſome preſages of the haſtincſs 
of his temper, and the improvidence of his conduct. There allo he 


gave evident ſigns of his influence in the politicks of the govern- 


ment, and of his unbounded influence over his grand-father's mind; 
and this, was about one of the ſtrangeſt events which hiſtory ever 
recorded, a conſpiracy of a ſon againſt his own father! an event 


which may be ranked amongſt choſe that ſerve to awaken the at- 


tention of mankind; and to put the moſt confident upon their own 
guard againſt wickedneſs and malevolence. But it muſt be remem- 


bered firſt, how that pattern of mankind, the © UE Mir-mah- 
ry med-aal, 
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| med-aali, the learned, (whoſe learning and merit may God continue 
for a length of time!) * had croſſed over from P3rania to Mongher, to 
make a viſit to Aali-verdi-qhan. - As he had ſome connections with 
Seif-qban, the hereditary governor of P8rania, a province which is fi- 
tuated juſt over againſt Mongher, and on the other fide of the Ganga, 
he had re- eroſſed over to renew his acquair:tance with that nobleman, 
as well as with his eldeſt fon, a young lord whoſe name was Faqhr-ed- 
din-hoſſein-qhan, but who went by the name of the Nayyab-bahadyr, 
or valiant Navvab. On his departing from thence after his viät, this 
young lord gave him a petition, that is a letter for Aali-verdi-qhan, 
which incloſed a letter to himſelf; nor did the illuſtrious Seyd ever fo 
much as dream of the contents; for he promiſed to put the letter 
in Aali-verdi-qhan's own hands at ſome diſengaged moment, and to 
ſapport the contents with all bis influence; and as he was naturally 
of an unſuſpicious temper, he carried it to that prince, and on the ; 
very firſt opportunity, put it into his hands. The viceroy having 

peruſed the contents, turned towards the lord Seyd, and uttered 

theſe words: Well, my lord Seyd, I ſhall do whatever you defire, - and 

as you ſhall bid me. As the lord Seyd knew nothing at all of the con- 

tents, he expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe at theſe words, and could not help 

anſwering, that he was not privy to the contents of the petition. 

Upon his the viceroy put in his hands both the petition. and it's 
nc that is, the letter directed to himſelf. On peruſal of both, © IEA 
the poor man was ſtruck dumb with the contents, which proved to be . 1 5 0 
no leſs than a propoſal from that denatured fon, to ſeize the go- * er. 
verament of the country, make his own father a priſoner, and ſend 

him down to Moorſhoodabad ; for all which performances he re- 

queſted only a ſmall military force from the viceroy. It was on diſ- 

cufling this unnatural affair that Seradj-ed-d68la gave ſpecimens of 

his turn of mind, and proofs of. his boundieſs influence over the 

viceroy's mind. It was on the following occalion: amongſt thoſe 


that 


K 


* 


* He died at Moorſhoodabad a few years ago, and left a library of two thouſand vo- 
lumes : an amazing number, indeed, in ſuch a country-as this,— He was ſo highly reſpeted 
for his learning, that both the Navvab Mubarec-ed-do8la, and the Navvab Mazaffer- jung, 
alias Mahmed-reza-ghan, uſed to make him a profound bow from aſar, on their golog to 
render him a viſit: Yo did they offer to fit down, without being bid. 
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that accompanied the lord Syd, was a ſimple, very plain n man, ca]. 


led Aga-Azimài, who had once ſerved Séif-qhan, hereditary gover- 


nor of P8raniah, as his pay-maſter general, in which office he 


had contracted an intimacy with ſome officers, and amongſt others 


with Serdar-qhan, that Afghan commander, who was in the ſame 
ſervice, and had lately cut fo capital a figure at the fac of Azimabad. 
This ſimple man was now taken to taſk by Seraj-ed-do8la, under 
pretence that he had been all along in cloſe correſpondence with th 


Afghan, had been deeply concerned in the revolution at Azimabad, 


and actually was poſſeſſed of a hoard, acquired in the plunder of 
that city by the late commander, but intruſted to his care and {- 
crecy: The only proofs he adduced of fo perilous a charge, uns 
that in the endleſs plunder and continual defilements to which th: 

ill-fated city had been a prey for full two months, Serdar-qhan, 
who then chanced to remember his acquaintance, and to retzin 
ſome ſenſe of the many favours he had once received at his hands, 
now thought proper to pay a regard to ſome families and ſome houſes, 
recommended to him by Aga-Azumai. This interceſſion became 
his crime: and Seradj-ed-dögla having now taken mighty excep- 


tions againſt this particular circumſtance, and even inſtilled his own 


ſuſpicions and ideas on his grand ſather's mind, Aga-Azimai was 
accuſed, as being one of the conſpirators, and as concealing the ſum 
of eight lacs, depoſited in his hands by Serdar-qhan, out of the 
plunder of Azimabad. Such an accuſation found credit; and mat- 
ters were likely to take a very bad turn with the poor man, had not 
the lord Seyd taken him under his fafe-guard, and obtained his liberty 
from the viceroy. The man on being relcaſed, quitted that perilous 
ſpot, and repaired to Azimabad, where Seyd-ahmed-qhan, the de- 
puty governor, gave him ſervice. This giving ſervice to the man, 
was not reliſhed at the court, then at Mongher; and poſſibly is it 
from ſo ſmall a ſubject, that ſome diſſentions ſoon commenced in 
Aali-verdi-qhan's family, that gave riſe to mighty events. 

We have ſaid that the viccroy had appointed Seyd-ahmed-qhan, 
his ſecond nephew and ſon-in-law, to the government of the city 
and province of Azimabad; an office which had been promiſcd 


him at the very beginning of the Afghan war, and, with which he 
Hh | ſeemed 
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ſcemed to be fully inveſted, under the modeſt appellation of pu 
governor. One of the firſt actions of the new governor's, was his 


ſending for a number of perſons of diſtinction, now out of his 


province, and attaching them to his ſervice by ſuitable penſions. 
Theſe were the flower of the nobility: they had all been in the 
murdered viceroy's ſervice, and were only diſperſed by his death. 
| Amongſt theſe was Mehdi- neſſar-qhan, maternal uncle to the 
poor man; he had ſought an aſylum in the fortreſs of Rhotas. 
Another was Naky-aali-qhan, younger brother to the poorman : next 
came Aareb-aali-qhan, Qhadem-hafſen-qhan, and ſeveral others. 
This liberality was not reliſhed byAali-verdi-qhan's conſort, who 
obſerved, ** that as the province of Azimabad was ſo fituated, as to 
« be the main gate that afforded an entrance into Bengal, to which 
* country no army could penetrate without it's governor's concur- 
« rence, it was improper to leave fo important a poſt in the hands of 
«'g perſon which ſhe tiled a ſtranger; that her eldeſt ſon-in-law, 
« Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, being a man of a weak conduct, and 
« of weaker intelleQs, it became evident that on her huſband's 
« demiſe, Sayd-ahmed-qhan, although her ſon-in-law lkewile, 
« would become a ſworn enemy to her other daughters, and of 
e courſe to her two grand children, Seradj-ed-d68la, and his younger 
brother, Ecram-ed-do8la. After ſuch a chain of reaſoning ſhe 
concluded, that fo important a government ought to be lodged 
* in ſuchhands as ſhe might truſt entirely.” The princeſs having 
taid ſo much, lowered her tone of voice, and with an air of concern 
and affliction, © ſhe mentioned the high falaries and expenſive pen- 
* tions which her nephew had been being upon the principal 
* nobility of the province; and ſhe gloſſed over them as upon fo 


A 


LY 


Diſſentions in 
Aali-verdi- 
qhan's fa- 
mily. 


many miſdemeanors, which took their riſe in deep ſchemes, and 


ce 


concealed remote views and high-flown deſigns. Such a ſpeech 
from a princeſs, that had given her huſband this higheſt opinion of 
her wiſdom, could not but make a deep impreſſion on his mind; 
but the princeſs, as if doubting her own influence in inſtilling her 
oven jealouſies in her huſband's mind, took care to employ another 
engine, ſtill more powerful. She taught Seradj-ed-d68la to mutter 
fan; « that if the viceroyalty of Azimabad was not beſtowed 
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the affront, but would make away with himſelf. He uſed to 


which he could not bear. On the other hand, he was accuſtomed 


and unable to withſtand Seradj-ed-döSla's diſpleaſure, he altered 


went fo far, that the nephew proved inexorable ; and in one of his 
anſwers he proteſted, that he was bound by a ſolemn oath to quit 


18 
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* on Séyd-ahmed-qhan, he (Seradj-ed-dög la) would not ſurvive 


* ſay that the Bahar was his father's property: that it came to 
« him by hereditary right, as a paternal eſtate, and ought not to 
ebe given away to others.” Words to, that effect, from a your! 
who had now become the old man's whole delight, and his ver, 
ſoul, cculd not fail to fink deep in his mind, on the firſt moment | 
of their being reported to him. His whole foul centered in that 
ypung man ; and to give him the leaſt unealineſs, was a thought 


to pay the higheſt deference to his conſort's advice, and the ten- 
dereſt regard to her wiſhes; and he alſo confeſſed, that after all, 
her opinion tended to the completion of a ſcheme which he had ſet 
up with her concurrence; namely, that of declaring Seradj-ed-dg81a 
heir to his eſtate, and his ſucceſſor in all his dominions. No won- 
der then, if overcome now by the intreaties of a beloved conſort, 


his mind with reſpect to his other grand- ſon and nephew, and to- 
tally declined to fulfil his promiſe to him. The latter, who thought 
himſelf ſhockingly wronged by ſuch a proceeding, and moreover 
expoſed to ridicule, was ſtung to the quick at ſuch an unexpected 
reverſe; and giving way to the emotions of his reſentment, he ab- 
ſtained from going to court, and laſtly reſolved to quit Bengal, and 
to repair to Shah-djehan-abad, where he intended to ſeek his for- 
tune at the imperial court. The old prmce, wounded by his ne- 
phew's diſcontent and ſeceſſion, attempted ſeveral times by notes 
in his own hand, and alſo by letters, to apologiſe for his - conduct, 
and to footh his nephew's miad ; butall was to no purpoſe. Matters 


Bengal, and to go to the imperial court, ſhould the matter fail of 
taking the turn he wiſhed, This was anſwered by a note in the 
hand of Aali-verdy-qhan himſelf; it contained theſe two ſhort 
ſentences ; to atone for ſuch an oath, is eaſy; and to quit a loving uncle, 
imprudent. After diſpatching the note, he went to pay him a viſit, 
where he addrefled him in theſe words; © Son, it is ouf of love to 


| you 
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« you that I ſtoop to theſe entreaties, and poſſibly to theſe impor- 
« tunities; elſe, you know yourſelf, that my cuſtom is to ſpeak once 
« to a man, and to inform him of my mind; after which I leave 
« him to his own ſelf, never to ſpeak to him again. If this re- 
« ſolution of yours ariſes from ſome other matter of diſcontent, 
« ſpeak out, I am here to afford you redreſs, and to oblige you to 
the utmoſt extent of your wiſhes; and if you do not chuſe to 
„ ſpeak yourſelf, here is Hekim- begh, and ſome other gentlemen, 
% your friends; make uſe of their channel, and ceaſe to torment 
« yourſelf and me any more on that head.” The viſit being over, 
Siyd-ahmed-qhan made uſe of the channel pointed out to ls, to 
aſk the confirmation of ſome revenues he had acquired in his new 
government; and his requeſt having been complied with, this diſ- 
agreeable affair was immediately brought to an end. But as the 
rainy ſeaſon was ſetting in, the Viceroy reſolved to ſpend it at Azim- 
abad, in order to arrange fome matters of importance, and to ſettle 
every part of a-province, which required his preſence; he alſo ſent 
orders to Moorſhoodabad for bringing Scradj-ed-dg8lah's conſort to 
Azim-abad under the charge of Radja Djankiram, whom he really 
intended to appoint deputy-governor of the province. Djankyram 
being arrived with his charge, a public day was appointed, in 
which a rich Qhylaat was put on Seradj-ed dösla's thoulders, in to- 
ken of inveſtiture for the government of Azim-abad; and another 
of inferior value, on Djankiram, as his deputy, who was beſides. 
complimented with a fringed Paleki, and a kettle- drum. And to 
regain Syd-ahmed-qhan's good will to this arrangement, as well as 
to ſoften his mind, Djankiram received orders to wait upon him, 
and to aſk his conſent in a reſpectful manner. Szyd-ahined-khan 
graciouſly granted it, although highly humbled by a tranſaction that 
expoſed his character; and he gave him a Biry of *Paan, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of India, in token of that conſent; his inten- 
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* That is two or three delicate leaves of paan, (or, as ge Fu ©, ens, bee le) cu ia 
parts, and f. Ided up like a Pyramid in a bit of bana a leaf, r |laitain, containing Ike 
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being to avoid every thing that might diſoblige his antes and it it 
remarkable that Djankiram went by the Viceroy's order, in com- 
pany with Sadr-el-hac-qhan“, to give more weight to his ſubmic. 
ſion. Matters being now ſettled to his mind, Aly-verdy-qhan quit- 
ed Azimrabad at the end of the rains, and taking with him both 
Sayd-ahmed-qhan and Seraj-eddg8lah, he diſplayed his. - 
ſtandards, and took the road of Bengal. 

Before the end of his journey, he diſpatched an order to his de- 
puty at Moorſhoodabad for his getting Ataollah- -qhan conveyed out 
of Bengal without delay, and without fail; for he had this long while 
harboured ſtrong ſuſpicions againſt this laſt nobleman, and they had 
been ſtrengthened more than once, but never ſo much aſcertained, as 
when his envoy and letters were of late intercepted, as we have 
already mentioned, Although ſuch a traiterous conduct deſerved 
punition, and might have excited any other prince's reſentment, he 
choſe to leave the man to the remorſes of his own conſcience; and he 
ordered that he ſhould be diſmiſſed with his conſort, family, riches, 
moveables and furniture; ſtrictly recommending that no injury 
ſhould be offered him on any account whatſoever; but commanding 
at the ſame time, that the order for. his diſmiſſion ſhould be obcy- 
cd fo expeditiouſly, as that on the arrival of the victorious ſtand- 
ards at Moorſhoodabad, no trace of his preſence might be left in 
that city. The deputy-governor having received thoſe orders, ſent 

them with the letter to Ata-ollah-qhan; the latter, who had to this 
moment conſerved pretioutly the bond by which that impoſtor 
Mir-aaly-aſghar-cobra had promiſed him the dominion of Bengal, now 
thought it full time to tear his heart from it; and having ſubmitted 
to his fate, he departed with his family, his. riches, his dependants, 
and whatever belonged. to him. His oſtenſible fortune, by com- 
mon report, amounted to ſixty lacks of rupees, and ſeventy ele- 
phants; but he was known to be poſſeſſed, beſides, of a quantity 


of gems, precious-ſtuffs, and gold +; and to have carried away the 
| very 
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* The ſame who 3 became ſupreme criminal is e of Bengal, in 1780. 
4 Obſerve that ſuch an amazing fortune, was no more than that of a ſecond rate man in 


Bengel; a fodjdar of geren who to the advantage of being a to the ren, 
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very furniture of his houſe. Croſſing the Ganga, he took up his 


quarters at Malda in the houſe of Mirza-zya-ollah, and ſpent ſome 
days in preparing every thing for his intended journey. 

Whilſt he was crofling over, Aaly-verdi-qhan was taking up his 
quarters at Radjemahal, called Acbar-nugur, where having cele- 
brated the holy days of the feaſt of the ſacrifice, he gave up his 
journey over land, and embarked on a fleet of boats; with which 


in a few days, he landed at Bagvangolah, where he was received 


by his deputy, and alſo by Huffein-c8ly-qhan, and ſome other 


diſtinguiſhed perſons amongſt the nobility and principal citizens of 


Moorſhoodabad. After having repoſed himſelf a little, he mount- 
ed a mountain - like elephant, and with a pomp which be- 
came his victorious expedition, and his intriped troops, he made a 
tirumphant entry in the city, and arrived at his palace; where he 
was no ſooner landed, than not ſatisfied with the many charitable 
actions he had already performed in thankſgiving for his ſucceſsful 
expedition, he ordered new charities to be diſtributed to the Seyds, 
to the faithful, and to the needy and diſtreſſed of all forts; he in- 
clined himſelf again profoundly in the preſence of the divine diſtri- 
butor of graces, and acknowledged that the victory beſtowed upon 
him had - ſomething extraordinary, and ſuch as ſtrongly argued 
a particular interpoſition from above. | 

As he was a lover of learning and merit, he had taken care on 
quitting Azim-abad, to invite to his court ſeveral perſons diſ- 
tinguiſhed for their birth, rank, learning or talents, requeſting 
them to follow his fortune, and to hve in his capital. One of theſe 
was “ the prince of the teachers, the pattern of the juriſconſultes, 
the model of the virtuous and of the illuſtrious, the detector of the 
** intricacies of queſtions, and the ſolver of the knots of dif- 
* ficulties, the prince of learned ones, his highneſs my lord Mir- 
* mahmed-aaly, (the refreſhing ſtream of whoſe learning, may God 
* almighty keep running for a long ſeries of years!): Another was 
© the glorious and illuſtrious Qhan, the eye of mankind, and the 
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by marriage, added only that of having been fourteen years in a middling office. Such were 
then the riches of Gengal. 
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ball of that eye, Zair-huſſtin-qhan, ſon to the learned doctor 
Moluvy-mohammed-naſſyr, (upon whom may God's mercy re- 
<« poſe for ever!). The third was the illuſtrious and beneficent Qhan, 
© Taky-c8ly-qhan, now deceaſed, fon to Hadji-abdollah, fir. 
named the //7iter or Hiſtorian, who had been divan of the pro- 
e vince of Burhanp8r, in the times of the emperor Aarengzib- 
* aalemghir (the conqueror). The fourth was the- illuſtrious aud 


A 


6 


„high born Qhan, the beneficent, the munificent, the excellent 


e and learned, the lord of one way of ſeeing (that is, the ſincere), 
* Aly-hibrahim-qhan, the valliant, ſon to doctor Mahmed-naſſyr, 
« coufin-german to the late Zair-hufſein-qhan. The 
* Hadji-mahmed-qhan.” All theſe eminent perſonages accom- 
panied Aly-verdy-qhan to Moorſhoodabad, Where they were all 
welcomed with large penſions k. 

It was about this time, and when that x prince was ſetting out, that 
I, the poor man, arrived from Shah-djehan-abad, to ſee my glorious 


mother, as well as my brothers, relations, friends and acquaintances: 


all beloved perſons, which I had given up for loſt, on hearing of the 
enormities of which Shimſhir-qhan and his people were every day 


guilty. In patling by Lucnow, I payed my reſpects to my glorious 


uncle, of whom I aſked the reaſon:of his having parted with Aly- 
verdy-qhan, his couſin, and of his being come ſo far. He anſwered, 
* that thsi breach had been occaſioned by his conſort (Abdol-aaly- 
* quan's ;) and that matters were now paſt remedy; that he had loſt 
« his poſſeſſions, and alſo his peace of mind; and that being now de- 


8 prived of his country and fortune, a prey to the pains of mind and 


* body, he was going to Shah-djehan-abad, in a ſtate of deſpair; he 
„added, that if he happened to be till alive, it was by the mere 
« ſtrength of his deſtiny.” | 
A bad woman in a good man's houſe 
« Becomes his hell, even in this world; 
« Beware of a bad inmate, beware! 
4 O! God preſerve us from ſuch a hell.” 


— 1 


* The lines marked by inverted commas, are a literal tranſlation; and they are given 
here for a ſpecimen of our author's Oriental ſtyle. Tn And 
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And it is on the fame account, as well as on account of Abdol- 
aly-qhan' s diſmiſſion, that there paſſed ſuch a ſharp dialogue between 
my mother and Aali-verdy-qhan ; a dialogue which no one would, 
have ventured upon, and which no one woWQQd chooſe to repeat. To 
put up with ſuch expreſſions as were then heard by that prince, is 
what the nature of an angel would have overlooked, but which was 
more than the patience of a man could bear. This difference like- 
wiſe broke an alliance, which S4yd-ahmed-qhan had deſired between 
himſelf and Seyd-aaly-qhan, younger brother to the poor man, to 
whom he intended to marry his own daughter; a princeſs which Aly- 
verdi-qhan has ſinee beſtowed on another, whom he has thought 
proper to honor with his alliance. Although it muſt be acknow- 
ledzed, that this prince, as well as his three ſons-in-law, had not 
their equals in forgiving the miſdemeanors of relations, and in wink- 
ing at the improper conduct of kinſinen; a condeſcendence ex- 
tremely uncommon, and of which we ſee fo few inſtances, even 
amongſt private men. May God Almigty's goodneſs reward them 
for it, by/extending over them for ever, the wings of mercy and 
forgiveneſs ! | 

On my arrival at Azimabad, I found that Mehdi-neflar-qhan, 
my uncle, and Naki-aali-qhan, my brother, with all my relations, 
kinſmen, and friends, had quitted that city to follow Sayd-ahmed- 
qhan. - Theſe were Gholam-reza-qhan, fon to Moortezevi-qhan ; 
Aga-azimzi, whom we have already mentioned; and Melec-mah- 
med-qhan, together with Qhadum-hoſſein-qhan, Areb-aali-qhan, 
Mir-fazyl-aali, with all his relations; and Mir - afled - aali, and 
th: prince of the learned of Azimabad, Mollah - gholam- 
yahya, Mirvahed, and the mufti Zia-ollah, the Moluvi or doctor 


Laal- mahmed, and the late Mir-abdol-hadi. All theſe were the | 


cream and flower of that city; ſo that finding it hard to live at a 
diſtance from ſuch dear perſons, and irkſome, to remain in a city 
which had been evacuated by all my friends, I followed my uncle 
and two brothers, and without any aſſurance that Sayd-ahmed-qhan 
would admit me amongſt his friends, I arrived at Mongher, where 
I landed, and where I was informed that the governor of Bahar was 
«lore, and m buſy 1 in performing the ritcs of the day of the 

ſacrifice, 
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ſacrifice, and in eating, as it is cuſtomary, ſome of the roaſt meat 
actually upon the ſpit, and roaſting in his preſence. As this was a 
holy day, and a ſolemnity conſecrated to viſits, and to demonſtrations 
of reſpect, and the prince happened to be almoſt alone; I thought 
that theſe circumſtances not only rendered the occaſion favourable 
to preſent myſelf before him, but likewiſe that they turned it into a 
duty incumbent upon me. Landing therefore from my boats with 
my youngeſt brother, Seyd-aaly-qhan, I went up, and making a 
bow at a diſtance, I advanced and congratulated him upon the holy 
day, preſenting my nuzeer at the ſame time; he had the goodneſs 
to take it up with demonſtrations of regard, ſeemed overjoyed 
to ſee me, made me fit down; and after having invited me to his 
repaſt, he requeſted my remaining with him henceforward as his 
friend, whether in voyage or in town. Immediately after, he aſ- 
ſigned, both to me and to my brother, a penſion adequate to our 
expences, and having ordered the paper to be brought up directly, 
he ſigned it in our preſence; ſo that ſoon a mutual attachment took 
riſe between that nobleman and me, (the moſt inconſiderable of 
mankind) of which mention ſhall be made in a proper time and 
place. Our journey being at an end, we arrived at Bagvangolah, 
where the governor, who could not digeſt his having been refuſed 
the government of Azimabad, and who harboured ſtill in his heart 
much diſcontent againſt his elder brother, as well as againſt his 
uncle, at once reſolved to paſs the ſeaſon there, and he gave his 
orders accordingly. Nevertheleſs, he was ſoftened by his uncle's 
letters, and by the intreaties of his elder brother, who came to ſec 
him on purpoſe, and requeſted his coming to live at Moorſhooda- 
bad; and to this he conſented at laſt. After tarrying full two 
months there, he came to the city, and landed in his own palace, 
which is ſeated on the Bagraty, over againſt that of Djagat-ſeat's, 
and from whence he ordered that the houſe of Mir-habib ſhould be 
fitted up for us; that is, myſelf, the poor man, Mehdy-neffar- 
qhan my uncle, and Naky-aaly-qhan my brother. 

We have ſaid that Aaly-verdy-qhan, after his victory over the 
Afghans, was returning to Moorſhoodabad; this opportunity was 
ſeized by Seif-qhan, hereditary - governor of Pꝭrania, who conceiv- 
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ing that he had. acquired ſome merit with the viceroy, not only by 
ſending preſents - to him on his -paſſage on the other fide of the 


Ganga, but alſo by aſſiſting with a detachment of uſeful troops, 


thought he had a right now to invite him over to his own fide | 


of the river,, where he had made magnificent preparatives. It muſt 
be obſerved, that as he had already invited, and received ſucceſſively, 
both Hadji-ahmed, brother to the viceroy, and Siyd-ahmed-qhan, 
his ſon-in-law, on their occafionally paſſing up and down the river; 
and had engaged them to accept entertainments at Carangolah, 
which belonging to the dominions of P8orania; he concluded that, 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, himſelf, would come over, and accept the enter 
tainment he had prepared for him at the above place. IIe had ſet 


up a number of magnificent tents, and prepared a quantity of. rich. 


and curious preſents; but theſe preparatives were not taken notice of 
by the viceroy, who knew that the fodjdar had always payed viſits, 
both to Djaafer-qhan, and to. Shudjah-qhan, his two predeceſſors 
in the viceroyalty of Bengal, to both which he. thought himſelf 
vaſtly ſuperior, either in military talents. or in extent of dominions. 
The truth is, that he was not only much ſuperior to them, but alſo 
equal, if not ſuperior, to any potentate of his time, either in reputa- 
tion or in real power. He therefore rejected Seif-qhan's invitations 
and offers ; he even found ſo much fault with the requeſt, that he 
was heard to ſay to his intimates, © That although Seif-=qhan was. 
a lord of the rank of ſeven thouſand horſe, and a fon of Emir- 
0 = the. famous viceroy of. Cab81, yet, after all, he would not 
be deemed any thing higher or better than a fodjdar of PSrania; 
and fince he uſed once a year, to comply ſo far with the rules of 
** decency, as to come. down to Moorthoodabad to f-e Djaafer- 
*-qhan and Shudjah-qhan, and Ser-effraz-qhan, why then does he 
not come to ſee me likewiſe? Poſſibly the gentleman thinks ſuch 
a condeſcendance beneath his rank and dignity.” Seif-qhan, who 
was not informed of theſe ſentiments, and who expected that the 
viceroy would, like his brother and nephew, croſs over, and accept 
his preſents, ſent him an invitation whilſt he was paſting by Talia- 
gary. But the invitation, although noticed, and even reſpecttul, 
Vas rejected, and the meſſage was anſwered in theſe you words: © If 
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* to ſee me is the whole matter, Why does he not come to Moor. 
e ſhoodabad, as he always took care to do with the for mer nazims 
* of Bengal.” Seif-qhan on hearing this anſwer, repented of his 
having come ſo far; and he returned to PoSrania, his capital, 


where in a little time he fell fick, and his fickneſs turning to a 


Death of looſeneſs and flux, he departed this world at the begining of 


_ Seif-khan 


the year one thouſand one hundred and fixty-two: He was 


ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon PFaqhr - eddin - hoſſein - qhan, who 


had no talents for government, and no capacity for fach a charge; 


and he proved as bad a brother, as he had been a bad fon. This man not 


only took poſſeſſion of the government, but alſo ſeized on the fa- 
mily eſtate which amounted to immenſe ſums that had been accum- 
mulating theſe forty years paſt, and conſiſted of ready money, jewels, 
of an ineſtimable value, gems, and precious coſtly ſtuffs. All this 
he took to himſelf, to the excluſion of his younger brothers; and 
not content with that, he ſnatched out of their hands even What they 
were already in poſſeſſion of, leaving them only a ſmall matter , or 
what they had been able to conceal. The viceroy, who was ſoon in- 
formed of all this, and who knew. of no office in Bengal adequate 
to Sayd-ahmed qhan's rank and pretenſions, thought of this pro- 
vince, and he obtained the rac of it from the court: in a few 
months he put it in his hands, together with the rich qbylaat, and 
the other inſignia that had come on purpoſe from the capital; and 
to render the ceremony more pompous, he added from his own an 
elephant, a ſerpich and Djica with a calghi, a chaplet of pearls, and 
a variety of other jewels. The fodjdary of Hoogly becoming vacant 
by this appoitnment, he made a preſentof it to Seradj-ed-do5lah, 
appointing Mirza Piaren, a half-brotherof his, whoſe real name was 
Mahmed-yar-qhan, to reſide in that province, as deputy of the 
young prince's. Some days after the governor of P8rania having 
ſent forward a man of diſtinction, called Qhadem-hoſſein-qhan, to 


take poſſeſſion of his new government, he followed himſelf in a lit- 


tle time after, and this was at the end of the year. He was accom- 
panied by me, the poor man, and by ſome other perſons attached 
to him, all which were at the head of two or three thouſand horſcs 


and three or four thouſand, Faqhr-eddin- hoſſein-qhłn finding 24 
* ; 
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chat he had now no other party left than that of apprehending the hem of the 
viecroy's garment, wrote him a reſpe&ful letter, where he proferred his acqui- 
eſcenſe and ſubmiſſion to his pleaſure. The latter now become covetous, wrote 
him in anſwer, that he was his friend; and that he had better come over to 
« Moorſhoedabad where he wiſhed to ſee him, and where he might reſt aſſured 
« that a regard would be payed to his utmoſt wiſhes, as is intention was to 
« oratify him in every thing.” Such a letter, which ought to have put him upon 
his guard, on the contrary inſpired him with confidence ; and like one who by 
his unworthy treatment of his brother had drawn upon himſelf the divina vengeanee, 
he had the thoughtleſineſs to obey the order, and to prepare every thing for 
his journey to Moorſhoodabad. Elſe, with the troops and equipages, and all the 
means of travelling and defence which he had ready under his hand, he might 
bave croſſed the Coſſey: there being no Zemindar in the neighbouring country 
daring enought to oppoſe his journey ; and even ſuppoſing that he ſhould have 
meet with oppoſition, he might eaſily have got rid of tt, by affording a ſmall con- 
tribution and then continuing his voyage. But the man purſued by the divine ven- 
geance for the wrongs he had heaped upon his brothers, and as the report goes, 
upon even his very father, proved ſo ſenſeleſs as to ſet out for Moorſhoodabad with 
a bagage of an immenſe value; but eſcorted by a body of troops which he had | 

found readyat his hands, and which needed only a commander. In coming down he 
meet 'Sayd-ahmed-Qhan by the way. The latter who always knew how to behave 
properly, ſent his own ſon Shaocat-Dyjung with two or three officers of his army, 
ſuch as. Mehdi-nefſar-Qhan and my humble ſelf, to eonpliment him on his journey, 
and to condole on his father's death; and it was obſerved that the young man ac- 
quitted himſelf of his commiſſion with a propriety of behaviour and expreſſion that 
ſurpriſed every one. The next day Faqhr-eddin came to pay his reſpects to Sayd- 
abmed-Qhan, who received him with diſtinftion, and made him a variety of preſents. 


The third day the new governor continued his journey, and by the way he returned 
the viſit: afther which F ahr-eddin taking his leave, went on towards Moorſhoo- 


dabad. 


— 
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dabad, while the other continued his journey to Peraniah where we ſhall leave him 
for a while as, we intend to ſpeak hereafter both of his perſon and adminiſtration : 
our buſineſs now being with his thoughtleſs predeceſſor, who having left his troops 
upon the Maha-Nudda over againſt Mincst, croſſed the Ganga, and | repaired to 
Moorſhoedabad, where the - Viceroy ſent ſome perſons of diſtinction to welcome 
bim at his landing; and on his coming to pay his reſpects, he ordered a quilted 
Carpet or Suzeni to be ſpread for him, where he got him ſeated, and where he com- 
plimented him with Paan, and Atur or Effence of Roſes, as well as Roſe- water; 
and in ſhort. with all the honorifie demonſtrations of regard cuſtomary in Indi: 


after which he appointed a place for his reſidence, or in other words, for hi 


confinement. 


But whilſt he was making this acquiſition, he was loſing bis prime miniſter the 
Riy-Rayan-Chein-Ray, who now departed this life : he was ſucceeded by his deputy 
Birs-dut, who was ordered to execute the duties of that high office, but without 
being permttted to aſſume the title. This Chein- -Ray was a curious ſort of a man, 
but ſo able in his bnſineſs, and with all ſo loyal, that he made no aceount of any 
thing, when it interfered with his maſter's intereſt, In a little time he had ac. 
quired ſo far his approbation, and had gained ſo much over his mind, that the 
perſons of the greateſt diſtinction at his court, without excepting the Viceroy 
two ſons-in-law, were obliged to make intereſt with him, where ever they. had 
a point to carry : fo that ſome times they found it expedient to pay him the 
greatelt defference and regard; and how high was his credit and influence, may 
be conjectured by this ſingle anecdote: I was once in a cloſet with the Viceroy, 
where he was converſing privately with his Nephews and Coſins, and where 


Siyd-ahmed-Qhan having mentioned the preſent miniſter, was comparing him to 


his predeceſſor in that high office, and to his own private miniſter © xo, my ſon. 


replyed the Viceroy, thoſe you mean were my ſervants ; whereas the other was 10 1s 


than my maſter. But after having complimented our readers with this little piece 


of 
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of private hiſtory, let us return to the thread of public affairs, and eſpecially to 
the Marhattahs, and to Djano-dji their Prince and General; | 
' 3 | | | 

This Djano-dji after defeat of the Afghans by the Viceroy, had been obliged to 
quit the neighbourhood of Azim-abad, and with a loſs of forces and charafter, to 
endeavor" to fall upon Moorſhoo@abad: itſelf, in the Viceroy's abſence. But ha- 
ving received by the way the news of his mother's deceaſe, he abbondonned his 
reſolution, and leaving Mir-Habib with an army of Afghans and Marhattas, with 
which he was to find his way towards Midnipoor, and'to eſtabliſh himſelf there, 
he quitted the field and with only an eſcort, he repaired to Näigpòr: from, 
whence Rhago dji his father ſent his younger ſon, Bimba-dji, with a ſtrong body 
of Marhattah horſe to join Mir-habib. Mean while the Viceroy; as we have 
already ſaid, having performed his vows a ſecond time, and returned thanks to 
the author of all benefits for ſo ſignal a ſucceſs, was oontinuing his journey to 
Moorſhoodabad, in which city he remained to repoſe himſelf of the fatigues of his 
expedition, and to afford fome releaſe to the wearyed inhabitants of his do- 
minions; who in return never failed to be profufe in expreſſions of gratitude for 
che attention and benignity of his government, And now the country com- 
menced enjoying ſome tranquility : nor was any thing to be feared, but from the 
reſtleſſneſs of Mir-Habib's, and the ravages of his Marhattas. The Viceroy who had 
taken upon himſelf the taſk of riding his country of ſuch ravagers, took early occaſi- 
on to diſplay his victorious Standards, reſolved to make an end of thoſe free booters. 


It was in the firſt days of the ſecond Reby in the year 1162. With that vew he” 


encamped ſome days at Catwa to aſſemble his troops. He had before hand ſent 


Bahadyr-aali Qhan commander of hits light artillery to Bardevan- with a body 
of eight thouſand horſe and: foot, and an order to remain encamped there, to 
the end that ſhould Mir- Habib atte; apt, according to his cultom to ruin and- 
ravage a country hecould not conquer, he might find his paſſage verde -up by 
areſpectable ſorce. In a litile time. the troops being aſſembled, formed a nume- 
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rous army; and marched to Bardevan. On his drawing near, Waren n 


drew-up his troops, and marched back a little to join him, and to pay him bi: 


reſpeQs; and after a few days he was ordered to procede with his detachment 
towards Midniper; but his troops, gunners, muſqueteers and horſemen, after 


marching a little way, Hped ſhort, and reſuſed to move forward, unlefs they were 
payed, their arrears.; and the foremoſt of the mutineers was his Own Brigade. The 
Viceroy to appeaſe their clamours, ſent two of the Lords of his- Court, Mirza Hekim- 
beg, and Gholam-aaly-Qhan.; and theſe Noblemen did every thing in their power 
to bring thoſe people to a ſenſe of their duty; but all to no purpoſe. The next da/ 
the Viceroy, came: up, and immediately. repaired to that commander's quarters, with 
intention to extinguiſh the fire of ſedition by pouring upon the flames the water of 
perſuaſion and promiſes; and he concluded that by paying down part of their 
demands, and giving them. for the ballances aſſignations upon his own. deputy at the 


city, the money might be provided for before they ſhould have time to diſpatch 


| their agent to receive it. But ſuch-propoſals availed nothing; and they continued 


obſtinate in their demand of being payed the whole immediately. It was obferved 


that one Mir-afzyl-aaly, an officer of Cavalry in Bahadry-aaly-Qhban's Brigade, was ſo 


far from endeavoring to put out the flames, that be did: every. thing to afford them 
freſh fuel. The Viceroy incenſed at ſo much inſolence, conceived that rather than 
to put-up with ſuch a flagitious behaviour, it would be better to- put his truſt 
in God Almighty, the Suecourer of the afflited ; and with one word he broke that 
whole detachment, reſolved to. have nothing to do wich ſuch.Soldiers: after which 


he advanced to the enemi. ö 


This Ititle incident happened to prove the ruin of that thoughtleſs man, the diſcar- 
ded fodjdar of P8rania. On receiving an-exagerated account of this affair, be thougt- 
leflly imagined. that all was over with the Viceroy, whoſe power was at an end; 
and immediately he conceived the deſign of availing himſelf of the opportunity to 
effect his eſcape... Liſtening to. ſome favorites as light headed as himſelf, he quited the 
the 
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the eity without taking leave; and without giving notice of his deſign, he croſed 
the Ganga, and repaired to his troops, which he had left encamped on the Maha- 
Nedda; and there puting himſelf at their head, he marched towards PSraniah ; But 
Säyd-ahmed-Ohan coming to hear of this unexpected proceeding, ſoon quitted that 
eity; and puting himſelf at the head of his troops, he advanced to oppoſe him, 
and marched two or three Stages with that vew. On this intelligence Fahr- 
eddin felt his Corage damped: that ſlaſh of reſolution vaniſhed in a moment; 
and it was ſucceeded: by as much trepidation : Coming at once to his ſenſes, 
he ſent a reſpeAful letter to Sayd-ahinad-Qhan, to deprecate his reſſentment, 
and to requeſt his leave to paſs by his army in order to depart the country. He 
was anſwered “ that to grant ſuch a permiſſion was not in his power, as 
« jt depended. on the Viceroy his Uncle; but that in his opinion it would be 
* better for him to- return. to the place from which he had lately come”. That 
ſenſeleſs faint hearted man on this ſingle intimation, marched back, and ſtopped. 
at. Malda, where. we ſhall leave him at preſent, to return to- Aali-verdy-Qhan. 


As. ſoon as he had broke that whole detachment of Munineers, he put his truſt 
in the divine aſſiſtance; and continuing his march without being intimidated by ſo» 
great a diminution of his force, as left him without a ſingle piece of cannon, he 
arrived at MidnapSr. This arrival gave unbrage to Mir-Habib, who had cantonned 
himſelf chere: little pleaſed with ſuch a neighbourhood, he ſet. his barracks on 
fire, ſaw the whole. conſumed, and then retrated with his army. The Viceroy- 
on ſeeing this, paſſed the river Caſſay without entering Midnip8r, and he en- 
camped on the other ſide, after ſending- ſpyes every where to take information. 
In a little time intelligence was brought that the Marhattas were encamped- in a 
woody tract of ground, on the other fide of Midnip8r; upon which he imme- 
diately ordered Mir-Cazem-Qhan and Doſt-Mahmed-Qhan with ſome other com- 
manders to purſue the enemy, and to draw ſome blood from their veins. Theſe- 
marched the whole night, * arriving before day-break, they fell upon the Mar- 

hattas, 
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hattas, Sabre in hand; and an engagement enſued in which valorous actions were 


performed on both tides, untill at laſt the Marhattahs gave way and retired to 
wards Catec with much loſs and ſhame, always flying and always followed by the 
Viceroy, who tired of ſo hot a pourſuit ſtopped at Baliſſer-Bender, and encamped in 
that ſpot. There he learned that Mir-Habib and Manadji with their Marhattas and. 
Afghan, not thinking themſelves a match for the Bengal army, had fled farther, 
retiring into the woody mountainous trafts of the Sreſſa. The Viceroy con- 
tinuing to advance, went beyond the river that goes by Badrac and Hadjip8r, 
where he encamped at a place called Para, which is at about eighteen coſſes diſtanee 
from the city cf Catec. There he received letters and deputies from Seyd-N8r 
and Serendaz Ohan, and from the Gentoo Deſhemdas, three officers of Infantry 
who commanded the garriſon of Bara-Bhati, a fortreſs Cloſe to that city : the 
purport was “ that they were his humble ſervants, ready to execute any orders he 
* would ſend them; and that whenever his victorious enſigns ſhould emitt their 
* glorious beams over the walls of that fortreſs, the gates of it would be immedi- 


5 ately ſet open; and his humble ſervants would make haſte to Kiſs the ſublime- 


« threſhold of his tent, as they carryed on their hands, and on their eyes the trap- 


« pings of fidelity and ſubmiſſion.” The Viceroy intent on purſuing Mir-Habib 
did not pay much attention to ſuch an overture: he was following him inceſſantly; 
and he arrived at laſt in an uninhabited plain of difficult broken ground, where the- 
baggage having not been able to keep pace with the troops, victuals and proviſions 
became ſcarce and dear. The country was ſo woody, and the trees ſo cloſe and 
ſo tall, that the vanguard, which had marched ſome coſſes before, was loſt, and no 
intelligence could be had of it for three days together ; nor on the other hand could 
the troops that compoſed it, learn themſelves where their main might be. The Viceroy 
concerned at ſuch an incertitude, ordered all the Kettle-drums and Trumpets to go 
out of Camp at ſome diſtance, and to make as much noiſe as they could. The ex- 
pedicnt ſucceeded ; 1 72 troops that had been thought loſt, being guided by 
the ſound, rejoined their main; ſo that this arrival was cclebrated at camp by 
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dis whole army, as a feſtival, I am not unaware that this entrance of Aali- 
verdi-Qhan's in the ok and his loſing his vanguard there, as well as his mak- 
ing uſe of ſo ſtrange an expedient to extricate his troops, looks pretty ſingular 
and fabulous; but as it 1s pretty well atteſted, and I hold this fac from num- 
bers ef perſons that were in that army, I have not thought N at liberty to 


pals it over. 


It being cettain now . that no footſteps could be traced of either Mir-Habib's 
Afghans or of Manadij's Marhatahs, the army marched back; and the Viceroy 
leaving a body of troops to guard the valley that gives entrance into the woods, put 
himſelf at the head of the reſt, which did not amount to more than two thouſand 
horſe, and marched back with intention to Turpriſe the ity of Catec, as well 
as the fortereſs of Bara- Baty. He marched the whole night; and che following 
at about noon he croſſed the Maha- nedda which flows by that Place, and ſud- 
denly diſplayed the ſtandards of ſurpriſe and terror betore its walls. But as he 
had marched by this time full ſixteen hours, it happened that out of two thou- 
ſand horſe with which he had ſet out, no more than three huudred perſons could 
be brought together, when the walls were di ſcovered ; and theſe were ſo over- 
come with wearineſs and fatigue, that To far from being able to fight, not one 
of them could ſo much as move a limb; and it muſt be confeſſed that this Was 
a ſtrange conduct indeed, and an egregious imprudence in a general ſo experienced 
and ſo wiſe: for had the garriſon at that moment ſent out a detachment to fall 
upon thoſe men balf dead with fatigue, he would have inſaillibly loſt in that 
lingle day the fruit of ſo many years toil, and of ſo many vidories and dangers; 
his people would have been knocked down, and himſelf would have ſhared their fate, 
and foleited his character for ever. But ſuch was his good fortune, and ſuch the 
prevalence of his deſtiny, that the garriſon, although very numerous, had lot their 


wits ; and thinking they were Surrounded by a mighty army, they propoſed to Sur- 


render. | By this time : the ſun being in its meridian, blazad with ſuch intolerable fury, 
that 
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people droped down on all ſides, not one tent being arrived: ſo that the Plain 
became as burning as that of the day of Judgment. In the after noon two 


principal officers of the garriſon, to wit, {eyd-nszr. and Derhem-daſs came out 
of the gates, payed their reſpeQs, were diſmiſſed with honor, and then came 


back with promiſſes to bring Ser-endaz-Qhan the next morning at day-break, 


by which time they were to leave their gates open, and to ſurrendeder the 
fortreſs. But as the words of the two deputies were not altogether to be truſted, 
he gave order to his guards to put them to the ſword, ſhould they fail to fulfill 
their promiſe; and he appointed Seradj-ed-desla to ſee the | order punQually 
executed, Accordingly he took his poſt behind a ſmall tent that was juſt arrived 
for his Grand-father ; and with a number of guards he waited the dawn of that day, 


which was to be the laſt of thoſe two unfortunate men. At day break the two 
officers made him a profound bow ; and then going in, they payed- their reſpeQs 
to the Viceroy, who entertained them with kindneſs. A moment after, appear- 
ed Ser-endaz-Qhan himſelf * with ſome more officers of the garriſon, and he 
alighted from his horſe ; but hardly had he alighted, than Seradj-edd6slah gave 
the ſignal to fall upon him: the man ſeeing that his life was aimed at on all ſides, re- 
ſolved to ſell it as dear as poſſible; and without loſing his peſence of mind, 
he drew his Sabre, and fought manfully, all the while endeavouring to make 
his way to the Viceroy himſelf: fate oppoſed his reſolution; and the man hav- 
ing loſt a band, was aſſaulted by numbers at a time, and fell head-long. Whilſt 
this was tranſaQing without, the two officers wtthin were ſtruck with ſurpriſe and hor- 
ror; but they were ſecured by the by-Standers, and delivered over to the cuſtody 


of Kiſhver-Qhan, a merciles, relentheſs Afghan, who ſpared them no hardſhips, 


and took care to turn his tent in to a loathſome priſon. The garriſon hearing 
wow their officers had been uſed, refuſed to comply with the agreement ; and 
ſhuting- 
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This narrative does not ſatisfy in the original: it is lame and full of contradictions; and although 
theſe have been reconciled as much as poſſible, ſtill it is lame and unſatisfactory; but ſuch is the text. 


L G. 1 

cutting up their gates, they put themſelves upon their defenſe. The, Viceroy 
who did not think it prudent to loſe his time at the foot of a, dead wall, appointed 
a number of officers, to belege the place; and he marched up to Catee the capital of 
the province. Theſe were Mir-Djaafer-Qhan and Fakyr-allab-beg-Qhan and;Radja 
Del+braty with ſome others h had juſt arrived from puꝛſuing che enemy. The: ſiege 
laſted Siiteen days, at ibe end of which, the beſiegers, thinking they:could reſiſt no 
more, ſupplicated Mir: Djaafer-Qban and Rada Dslsbram to mediate ſome 
terms for them; andi theſe having obtained that no injury ſhould be done to 
them, either in their perſons. or fortunes, {the gates: were opened, and the beſieged 
went in a body to the quarters of'.thoſe-tivo ollicers. The Viceroy who had the 
curioſity to viſit the foretreſs,. marehed in with his guards: nor will the reader 
he diſpleaſed witch a ſhort n of. INE that plade or the City. 
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he onde 8 Ao Fn? and he city of nan Are ſeated, iran! illand 
rn 0 by the waters of the Maha-neddagandithafe gf the Cata-DyoSri; The parts 
that are waſhed, by. the two rivers, are ſurtoundedhyra ftrongliwall huilt tho ſquared 
None; lerving.as a Dyke or mound againſt their innundationb: for thoſerivers which 
are ſordable ſor one half of the year, ſwell ſo much in tie rains thateh Malia Nedda 
becomes a mighty ſtream of about two coſſes. {on ih miles in hr adih), and the 
Cata-DjoBri.. of ,balf, as much. But. the fortereſs of; Bara-Hhati lis»ſeated; bn tlie 
Maha-Nedda, and about, three coſſes in circuit, A duilkſiafsiftoney brick 
ang ; mortar, with a; great deal of art; and a, broad! diteh facad with: ſtorie, ſur⸗ 
rounds; the hole But the city of Catec itſelf ſtretahe son the leſſar irerꝭ at 


about two coſſes from the Citadel. The govemors palace and the Boule bf ihe 
Nobility and principal citizens (which in general affect the water ſide, and are moſtly 


{ated on _ the Jaid mound) riſing by five. and ten yards above, the; mound, 
cutt a handſome do Et and they over look on g ſides of the water a 
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eye kin feach, ai! ths the bation nd des of b ehidih of” high mountains that 
ſeem” to reach the very ſky ; and this beautiful Peper with its triple circle 


ol beauties, is enjoyed by the inhabitants the whole year round. As that ſpot of 


fortunate ground is ſurrounded on every ſide by the waters of two rivers, ſuch a 
ſituation renders it very ſtrong; and ſhould any enemy attempt to beſiege the 


place by coming to an underſtanding with the neighbouring Zemindars, and the 


fiege ſhould chance to be protracted untill the beginning of the rainy ſeaſon, 
he would find it difficult to ſubſiſt, and his convoys would be greatly "at a loss 
how to approach his camp: but independently of that, the country round 
this Ifland, and indeed throughout the whole greſſa, is very difficult ground, 


eſpecially about the rainy: feaſon, when it becomes ſo very interſetted by fre- 


quent rivers, and endlefs deep torrents, that an enemy would find it impoſſible 
to reach the end of his journey. The Viceroy who was abundantly ſenſible of the 
conſequence , of too long a ſtay; and thought that ſo much as he had done was 
well enough; reſolved - to quit the country at any rate; and he appointed an 
officer | of Cavalty called Sheh-abdol-ſubhan, a plain ſimple unqualified” man, to 
fill the: office! of his deputy in Catec. The reaſon of ſuch a choice was this: As 


there was, a ſtrong report that the Marhattas were lurking in. the foreſt, and would 


ſally forth: on the firſt opportunity, as ſoon as they ſhould ſee the paſſage from 
Bengal put an end-to by the rains,no man of character would chuſe to accept an office, 


which wasuntenable; ſo thatthe Viceroy, determined to return at any rate, inveſtedthe 


very firſt man tllat accepted his invitation; whilſt the man Himſelf who did hot 


: dream of rf a ſudden Promotion, thought it a good luck ſent him from heaven; 


win oubdek he hat an 4 8 to the known verſe; ; 
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or il there any vit way” of accounting for fo ige a promotion. The 


" Viceroy havinglih this mannet rid hinifelf of this affair, made haſte to depart, i it be- 
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ing now the ROY of Afar: for the rains had already ſet in by the beginning of 
the month, of Djutt ; and that too with ſo much violence as well as perſeve- 


rence, that not a day paſſed withont rain: fo that the little ſtreams which hither- 


to had afforded hardly any water, now commenced felling at ſuch a rate, that | 


to get over any ſingle of them, proved a work of much time and much diff 
culty. In ſome of theſe indeed the water did not riſe above the armpits, but then 
it ran with ſo much violence, that it was impoſſible to croſs over. At every ſtream, 
and at every croſſing, numbers of men and beaſts were conſtantly loſt, as it is 
expreſsly mentioned in thoſe memoirs left us by Y8ſuf-aali-qhan fon to Golam- 
aali-qhan. He mentions himfelf his having been in this manner ſtopped ſhort by 
the little river of Termahan, which although low, ran with fuch fury, that for want 
of boats, they were cbliged to croſs it upon rafts made of pieces of trees and timber 
ſupported underneath by whole ſkins filled with wind. It is upon fuch frail ma- 
chines that both men and tents and metecandiſe were obliged to paſs. But the 
horſes and other animals being obliged to ſwim over, hundreds of them were loſt 
at a time: he adds that at a little ſtream, where he had the inſpection of the 
paſſage, he Joſt no leſs than ſeventeen horſes. From this ſpecimen may be gueſſed 
what muſt have been the loſs of the whole army, before they could reach the Caſſai 
which runs by Midnapore ; and what they muſt have ſuffered in croſſing that river, 
where no more than four boats could be procured, and where the water was deep 
an violent. In ſhort, there would be no end to this narrative; nor would it anſwer 
any purpoſe to mention that infinity of pains which every ſuch little paſſage did 
coſt infaillibly. But the main evil aroſe from the ſlipperineſs and miryneſs of the 
ground, which had rendered the roads ſo very bad, that had the army tarryed a 
few days more at Catec, it would have been impoſſible to reach Moorſhoodabad. 


Whilf be Bengal army was making its way to its capital through ſo many , diffi- 


culties, Mir-Habib and his Marhattas were emerging from their lurking 2 in 


the foreſt, and falling upon the commanding officer at Catec. The latter although far 
| | „ 
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ſeem to reach the very ſky; and this beabtifil 'proſpett* with its triple cirele 


of beauties, 18 enjoyed by the inhabitants the whole year round. As that ſpot of 


fortunate ground is farrounded on every fide by the waters of two rivers, ſuck a 
ſituation renders it very ſtrong; and ſhould any enemy attempt to beſiege the 


place by coming to an underſtanding with the neighbouring Zemindars, and the 
ſiege ſhould chance to be protracted untill the beginning of the rainy ſeaſon, 


he would find it difficult to ſubſiſt, and his convoys would be greatly at a loſs 
how to approach his camp: but independently of that, the country round 
this Ifland, and indeed throughout the whole 8reffa, is very difficult ground, 
eſpecially about the rainy: ſeaſon, when it becomes ſo very interſected by fre» 
quent rivers, and endlefs deep torrents, that an enemy would find it impoſſible 
to reach the end of his journey. The Viceroy who was abundantly ſenſible of the 
conſequence of too long a ay; and thought that fo much as he had done was 
well enough; reſolved -to quit the country at any rate; and he appointed an 
officer of Cavalty called Sheh-abdol-ſubhan, a plain fimple unqualified” man, to 
fill the: office! of his deputy: in Catec! The reaſon of ſuch a choice was this: As 
here was. a grong report that the Marhattas were lurking in. the foreſt, and would 


ally forth on the firſt opportunity, as ſoon as they ſhould ſee the paſſage from 
Bengal put an end- io by the fains, no man of character would chuſe to accept an office, 


| which was untenable; ſo that che Viceroy, determined to return at any rate, inveſtedthe 
very firſt man/ that accepted his invitation; whilſt the man himſelf who did not 
dreamiofifiltch a ſudden Promotion, thought it : a good luck ſent him from heaven; 


aid double he bad an "yy © to the known verſe; 
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ing now the month of Afar; for the rains had already ſet in 1 the beginning of 
the month of Djutt ; and that too with ſo much violence as well as perſeve- 


rence, that not a day paſſed withont rain: ſo chat the little ſtreams whith hither. 


to had afforded hardly any water, now commenced ſeelling at ſuch a rate, that | 


to get over any ſingle of them, proved a work of much time and much diffi- 
culty. In ſome of theſe indeed the water did not riſe above the armpits, but then 
it ran with ſo much violence, that it was impoſſible to croſs over. At every ſtream, 
and at every croſſing, numbers of men and beaſts were conſtantly loſt, as it is 
expreſsly mentioned in thoſe memoirs left us by YB8ſuf-aali-qhan fon to Golam- 


aali-qhan. He mentions himſelf his having been in this manner ſtopped ſhort by 


the little river of Termahan, which although low, ran with fuch fury, that for want 


of boats, they were obliged to croſs it upon rafts made of pieces of trees and timber 


ſupported underneath by whole ſkins filled with wind. It is upon ſuch frail ma- 
chines that both men and tents and merecandiſe: were obliged to paſs, But the 
horſes and other animals being obliged to ſwim over, hundreds of them were loſt 
at a time: he adds that at a little ſtream, where he had the inſpection of the 
paſſage, he Joſt no leſs than ſeventeen horſes. From this ſpecimen may be gueſſed 
what muſt have been the loſs of the whole army, before they could reach the Caſſai 
which runs by Midnapore ; and what they muſt have ſuffered in croſſing that river, 
where no more than four boats could be procured, and where the water was deep 
an violent. In ſhort, there would be. no end to this narrative; nor would it anſwer 
any purpoſe to mention that infinity of pains which every ſuch little paſſage did 
coſt infaillibly. But the main evil aroſe from the ſlipperineſs and miryneſs of the 
ground, which had rendered the roads ſo very bad, that had the army tarryed a 
few days more at Catec, it would have been impoſſible to reach Moorſhoodabad. 


Whilſt the Bengal army was making its way to its capital through ſo many diff. 


culties, Mir-Habib and his Marhattas were emerging from their lurking places in | 


the foreſt, and falling upon the commanding officer at Catec. The latter although far 
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from having forces: enough, to face a great army, had however cour b. enough 


to fight it.: no ſooner did he hear of the enemy's approach, w i ppened to be 
fix or ſeven days after his maſter's departure, than he marched out to fight: not 


that he was not ſenſible of the unecuality of his force, but he thought his cha- 
rafter at ſtake; be therefore charged vigoroufly, and behaved with a valour and 
conduct that did bim a. deal of honor; untill having received fix wounds, and loſt 
the uſe of 513 arm, ke was over powered, and taken priſoner : : this event was an- 
nounced to the Viceroy whilſt he. was in Balifſer-Bender. Such a reverſe could not 
but wound his pride ; but as the ſeafon did” not admit of returning back, the buſineſs 
of revenging his deputy's defeat was defered to the next ſeaſon; ſo that he purſued 
his journey, and after-a number of fatiguing marches, he arrived at Catwa, where 
eroſſiog over upon a bridge of boats that had. been prepared before hand, he on 
the beginning of Redjeb arrived at Moti-djil, a palace which he had commenced 
There he was met by his ſon-in-law Nevaziſh- mahmed- qhan, by Hoſſein-c8li-qhan 
and by number of perfons of diſtinction; which were received with honors and 
with preſents; and it was at Moti-djit, that Bir8-dutt, who had hitherto ſucceeded 
to the prime miniſter or Ray-rayan, but without: alluming the title, now received. 
the in veſtiture of that high office in a rich Qhylaat, whieh-conſlituted him com 
troller and ſuperintendent of the Revenue office... | 


It was here likewiſe that the fall of Fabr-eddin -hoſſem-qham was determincd. 
His incapacity, and cowardice had became now ſo apparent, that his very friends 
and troops uſed” to quit kim every day, and to take ſervice with Sayd-ahmed-qhan 
at P8raniah ; whilſt himfelf with bis immenſe baggage, and his riches immenſe, 
was ſpending at Malda, the whole raiity ſeafon, as if waiting what was to bap- 
pen next. The Viceroy who now became fully appriſed of his imbecility, ſent ſome 
truſty perſons to bring him over to Moorſhoodabad; where be aſſigned him ſuitable 
lodgings, and a ſuitable penſion, with guards to watch over his perſon: ſo that 
at one and the fame ſtroke he took poſſeſſion of that immenſe- heap of money 
and jewels that had been amaſſing for half a century together. i We 


32 
6 : 
ol ( 
. | * 0 d E 


[We 7 

We have ſaid that on Haider-aaly-qhan's brigade being broke, the whole of 
chat detachment had undergone the ſame fate; ſo that their commander retired 
to Moorſhoodabag, where he had loſt his eye ſight; and this misfortune had confi- 
ned him to his houſe. But his broken troops applied to Seradj-eddo8lah by 


whoſe interceſſion they were re- admitted into the ſervice. The command of the 
artillery and of the corps attached to it, was beſtowed on that young Prince him» 
ſelf; and Sheh- Zia-Ollah, who had been for years together the friend-and favorite of 
Ataollah-qhan, was inveſted' with the deputy-ſhip of that office. About chis time 
Mehdy- neſſar-qban my uncle, who at the inſtigation of Seradj-edd58lah's mother, 
had fallenout with 'Sayd-ahmed-qhan of P8raniah; now made his appearance at 
Moorſhoodabad; accompanied by Naky-aaly-qhan, my younger brother, by Gholams 
reza-qhan, ſon to Mir-mortezevi-qhan; and by ſome other perſons of diſtinction: 
all which he preſented: to Seradj-edd68lah, on whoſe mind he ſoon acquired a 
compleat aſcendancy. The young Prince who had taken offence at his uncle's beha- 
viour this long' white, and who knew how mach Mehdy-Neſſar-qhan had been at- 
tached to his father Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan the murdered Viceroy of Azimabad, 
received him with open arms, gave him ſervice, as well as to all his friends, ads 
mitted them to his friendſhip, and aſſigned them ſuitable penſions. Mehdy-neſſar- 
qhan gained ſo much ground upon that young prince's mind, that he became his 


principle favorite, and the daily object of endleſs favours and kindneſſes. 


Whilſt an orage was gathering within Aaly-verdi-qhan's family, a fform was al- 
ready breaking over the Sreſſa. Mir-habib who liſtened only to the dictates of his 
jealouſy againſt Aaly-verdy-qhan s fortune, was perpetually tormenting him in every 
manner in his power; and having once put on the odious character of ravager, he 
gave hitnſelf- and others no reſt, but was perpetually in action for ruining coun- 
tries which he could not conquer, and rendering miſerable people whom he could 
not bring under ſubjecton. He had attached to his perſon a large body of Mar- 
hattas and Afghans with whom he was deſolating theſe many. years» all 
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the countries ſouth of the Ganga; nor did he ſeem either, tired of bis 


i facceſs, or inclined to ſubmit to his fate. To drive ſuch implacable enemies, 


From his dominions, and to- deliver his people from ſuch mercileſs ravagers, 


ſeemed incumbent on Aaly-verdy-Qhan's lofty mind; and he thought - ſo him- 


felf : for although worn down by repeated compaigns and endleſs wars, and broken 
with the infirmities of old age, he was ever ready to engage in an expedition. 
And firſt of. all under pretence of a hunting match, (a divertiſſament alſo which 
he was very fond of, and which is not without its utility) he went out and en- 
2amped at Mehrp8r, betwixt the ſouthern and eaſtern part of the city, in a country 
that proved fo very full of game, that reconing only the Deer, there were 
killed every day hundreds of thoſe animals. The poor beaſts aſtoniſhed at the 


noiſe and ſight of ſuch a multitude of men, were ſtapefied with fears, and ſo con- 


founded, that they ran from the bruſhes and from the plain into the very camp, 
where they were taken alive, or knocked down with ſticks and cudgels. After 
fome days ſpent in this hunting, he turned to the fouth, and marched as far 
as Catwa, where he encamped to aſſemble his troops. From thence he marched 


to Bardewan, and then to Midnapgr. The enemies hearing of his. drawing near, 


took to their accurſed and wonted cuſtom of hiding their unwelcome faces in 


deſert difficult countries; and they concealed themſelves ſo well that no intelli- 
gence could he had of them, The Viceroy. paſſed the little river Caſſay, and en- 
camped on the other ſide; and he reſolved at this time to ſeeure the paſſes ſo 
well, that his obſtinate enemies ſhould find it difficult to penetrate into his do- 
minions for the future. He therefore determined to paſs the ſeaſon at Midnaps8r 
where he ordered his troops to barrack themſelves; and where he gave the 
Fodjdary of that place and country to Ala-c8li-Qhan, commander of Serad;- 
edd68lah's brigade, He reſolved to ſend that young prince towards Baliſſer, where 
he heard that Mir-Habib had been ſeen. His intention in this, was to accuſtom 
the young man to face an enemy, and to command troops, whilſt he afforded 


ſome reſt to the main of his army; being of opinion that the troops which Mir- 
| Habib 
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Habib could muſter, were not ſueh 4 brre as might endanger his grand- ſon or 


bis detachment. Seradj-eddéglah having ſent forward Doſt-mahmed-Qhan and 


Mir-Cazem-Qhan to fee the enemy's pulſe, marched himſelf after them. Doſt- 
mahmed-Qhan having advanced briſkly, at day-break found he was in the enemy's 
preſence and he attacked immediately, without wating for Mir-Cazem-Qhan, his 
friend and rival. The enemy who dreaded the very name of Aaly-verdy-Qhan 
turned about, after having juſt ſtood their ground for forme's ſake ; and they fled 
as uſual," intimidated even by Doſt-mahmed-Qhan's flight attack. Seradj-edd68lah 
having pürſued the enemy, encamped at Baliſſer-bender; and as he had no orders 
to advänee further; he diſcontinued the- purſe. 

S at boerse uu J | 

V0" wil a ee ee that beloved grand. ſon of his, was enough to de- 
compoſe” all the gravity of Aaly-verdi-Qhan's' behaviour. He doated ſo fondly 
on his beloved perſon, that he found it hard to be a whole day without his 
company; ſo that, when he found himſelf depfived of his preſence for ſome days, 
whillt he knew him engaged ina ſeenee of trouble and danger, he loſt his uſual 
firmneſs of mind, | betrayed tokens of impatience, and could not reconcile him- 


ſelf to ſuch Aa ſeparation. To humour therefore his own inclination, and to turn 


it to ſome account, he reſolved to try "what could be obtained by marching for- 


wards himſelf, and endeavoring to encloſe Mir-Habib between two fires; hoping 
that ſuch a neighbourhood would not Fail to afford ſome favorable opportunity 
to Seradj- edd68lah, or to kimfelk. In the ſequel he repented : was apprehen- 
five leſt the enemy *ſhould' part the two armies, and avail himſelf of the young 
prince's inexperience and inattention to fall upon him; and he ſent him orders 
therefore to come back; and following his own meſſengers, he advanced im- 
patiently by long marches, whilſt Seradj- edd68lah himſelf was on his ſide leſſen- 


ing che diſtance. The two armies joined at Naraingur'; and Seradj- edd68lah having 
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baſtened to embrace the feet of his grand- father , filled the old man's heart 
&vith inexpreſſible joy. The two. armies now .cantouned themſelves at Midni- 
P8r. EIS 4, £318 Hob, d Sr oral rocoeh 
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This moment of reſt ſeemed to give riſe to much /heart-burning- amongſt 


* 


che officers of the army, and to numberleſs, diviſions and diſcontents. Great 


diſcoveries vere made in the finances, as well as in the adminiſtration of the 
army. One Qbadja-abdol-hady-Qhan, à Cabglian by birth, who was an, officer 
of Cavalry, although none af the conſiderahle ones, came one day together with 
his country man Sèéyd-mahmed-yęſſaol, and Was introduced by Cholamfhoſſgin- 
Ohan, ſuperintendant of the hall of audience: “ they bath repreſented that the 


« colluſion between the accomptant's office, one one ide, and the Paymaſter- 


« general and the 1 on the other, was ſuch, that the muſters were 
cc ſhockingly. overcharged, and, immenſe; ſums made away ; oo that not one- -fourth 


«c 


of the men borne. upon the, books would upon examination , prove to be 


* 
* 


effettive; that for a, proof. of their aſſertion, they appealed . to their own. caſe, 
« which. was exaAlly ;fuch, and fimilar tg, what, would come gut 40 be the, caſe of 
© every, brigade, and every corps in the army, upon the flightelt examination; 
in one word, that to put the caſe, of every brigade beyond diſpute, they 
wanted no more, than to be entruſted for one, . tay. with, the, muſtering of the 
troops. This ſpeech. firuck, he Viceroy with amazement and the diſcovery 
being. ſo very important, the, requeſt was complied with, and orders were 
given, 0 the treaſury, | ang. to the, ſeveral, officers to attend, on. thoſs two men, 
and, 0 be obedient to their commands: when to every, one's ſurpriſe and 
amazement, every one of the officers, of, the troops proved ; to be , truck. with 


confuſion; and diſmay like ſo: many men had, Joſt their, wits, The tg: inſpectars 
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. This is the etiquette for meeting a father or a Grand-father, ths ſome abſence, In either 
pu” the old man's knees are to be embraced, and his . kiſſed, Ro : | 


CL 


©. — 


———— ⏑ Ü ACID A ̃ ͤ⁰vU.—. ... ]˙—⅝r 7, 


* 25 


% 


L 60 J 


boring ren together - to mind neither rank: nor ftation, nor recommendation, 5 
© brought forth, ſuch | a ſcene of villany, colluſion. and peculate as covered 
every. one of hem with eternal ſhame ; and they ſupported their aſſertions, by 


P e ” 


ſuch undenjable proofs, that it appeared as clear as day-light, that an officer of 


the army, who received pay for ſeventeen hundred horſe, could. not muſter ſo 
many as eighty or even ſeventy; and that moſt of thoſe that were borne for a 
thouſand, could not ſhew: ſo many as a hundred. Theſe were ſtrange diſcoveries , 
indeed; and from thence the difference ariſing throughout the whole army may be ea - 
fly, gueſſed * *. T he. two diſcoverers were loaded with preſents, and preferments, and 

were daily advancing | in favor: but they became objects of taunt and reproach; 
and they gaye riſe to A general diſcontent, and to many heart- burnings. It ſeems 

that every party ated wrong in this affair; neither ought theſe men to have 


carried their animoſity and private intereſt ſo far; nor ought the army to have 
been guilty of ſuch enormous collufions: ſtill leſs did it become Aali- verdy-Qhan, 
in a time of war, and at the beginning of a campaign, to examine ſo minutely 
into ſuch a diſcovery ; eſpecially as thoſe commanders had always ſerved him 
well, and had never ſpared cheir pains nor their blood; and as ſuch an inquiry 
at ſuch a time might have had fatal eonſequences: he ought to have remembered 


theſe verſes of the Pot. 


« + Nothing but duſt is to be ſren i in this plain immenſe ; 


© Let us go quickly over it with our eyes ſhut-up.” | 


Whilſt all Bengal reſounded with this diſcovery, news came that the Karkattns 5 
| verlag tored the n army, were proceeding to Moorſhoodabad by 5 

2 2 2 1 35 . rapid 
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'* Suchare without exception wn the armies & and al the troops of India; and were we to rate by this rule, 

male armies of fifty and a hundred thouſand men that fought, or were ſlaughtered at the. deciſive 
| battles. of Falaſy and Bacſar (and by ſome ſuch rule muſt they be rat-d by all means), we would - 
bare incredible deductions to make. Such a rule however, would not anſwer for Mir- Caſſem- Qhan's 

woa where en e one ;fiwgle | falſe muſter ; nar would it auſwer for Haider-alli alli's atmies. 
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pid arch through the hilly country. Aali- verdy- Qhan R b bet n 
engaging thoſe ravages by all means, and who did not truſt either the troops 
or the deputy he had left in his capital, de camped from. Midnapgr, and came 
back to Bardvan: there be learned that the enemy who did not like a cloſe 


engagement, and who dreaded ' his very name, had keg pod retreated behind 
the hills weſtward of Moorſhoodabad. 2 


We, It was Gs march he learned that Fahr-eddin-Hoſſein-Qhan had either by 
the negleRt or connivance of his guards, found means to effett his eſcape, and to make 
/ . his way good to Mir-Habib and to the Marhattas ; but he ſoon became tired 


of his new friends: bred with delicacy, he had never known - but by. hear-ſay 
what bodily pain might be; and he no ſooner ſaw himſelf amongſt thoſe new 


friends of his with nothing but his horſe for all carriage, and nothing but fcanty- 
meals for all table, than his ſpirits failed : finding himſelf harraſſed by long marches, 
and daily toil, he took a: diſguſt to ſuch a way of life, and quitted the Mar- 
hattas, to repair 0 Shak-Djehan- abad; where with the money and jewells which 
he had found means to tranſmit- thither by the channel of ſome Bankers of 


P8rania and Maldah, ſome time before his captivity, he made a ſhift to live 
Worms» comfortably ; but ſoon falling into a melancholy. ſtate of mind, that inceſſantly 
prayed _ his ſpirits, he. departed: arts life and went to Join his departed father. 


- + — 
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: We have left the Viceroy i in full purſuit of FO Marhattas, and at 2 loſs to 
know where they might be. At this very conjunRure, there came a Zemindar ol the 

- wity country, who repreſented “ that if his highneſs would accept him for his 

« guide, he knew how. to carry his victorious troops, by ſuch ſecret. ways, as 

þ | « would enable them to ſurprile the Marhattas in their retreats. ” His propoſal 
[ Strange Erg was accepted; and the Zemindar being ordered upon an Elephant, where | he 
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dur of a 
| hoh 
* 3 was watched, the army marched under his direction; but on the third day of the 


= - for a guide. + 
| march, it. vat ſound chat the Zemindar had W ang in his own bowells. 
The. 
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Ihe man having been ſent tr, and aſked; the: reaſon. of his. behaviour &: Mn, 
4 ſwered,, that having'loſt his way, and fearing to be puniſhed: for it, he had Fc 
it better to make away with, himſelf.” This accident diſconcerted the Viceroy, 

who- unwilling to engage farther in an unknown uninhabited country, thought it 
ſeaſonnable to march back; and he returned to Bardvan, Where he took up his 

quarters in a ſeat and garden, belonging to Manic-Chund, Divan to the Radja, 
of the country : : it was in the moſt. delightful ſpot which that whole tra@ could 


afford; and he intended to tarry there, untill he ſhould: receive certain intelligence 
about the motions. and. encampment, of the Marhattas. It was in this ſeat that 
Mir-Djaafer-Qhan, who had received orders to quite the city, where he ſerved 
under the orders. of the Depuiy-Governor, and then to repair with his troops to 
camp, arrived and payed his reſpedts to the Viceroy, who received him very ill. 
Since the diſcovery about the deficiencies in the army, he was exceedingly diffatis* 
fyed with the conduct of this officer, who had been this long while Pay- maſter 
General of the forces. The Viceroy after ſeverely reproaching him for his ſhame- 
leſs malverſations, commanded him to diſmiſs his own brother Mir-Iſmail from 
the office of Deputy Pay- maſter, and to appoint Qhadja- haddy-Ohan in his ſtead: 
the officer tergiverſed, but at laſt was obliged to comply with the order. | 


In a few days intelligence came that the Marhattas had again turned towards 
Midnap8r; and the Viceroy, whoſe foremoſt wiſh was to engage thoſe ravagers, 


marched thither directly, after having, as he thought, diſmiſſed Seradj-ed- d68la to. 


Moorſhoobabad : for it was here that 'this young Prince gave tokens of his US 
ence for reigning; and it was here he endangered his Grand-fater's life by the 
ay impreſſion which ſuch a Nenner made upon his mind. 


It muſt be remembered that the poor man's uncle, the late Mchdi-neſſar-Qhan, 
was a man of acknowledged merit, eſpecially in military matters, where he was re- 


markable both | for condu® and. perſonnal proweſs ; ſo that few men could be com- 
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pared to A | Afier t be hag loſt his beloved maſter; Zin · bddin · ue · Oban by fo 
lamentable a death; he had entertained thoughts of attaching 'himfelf to Aaly-verdi- 


Qhan; but finding that the Viceroy did not pay a ſufficient attention to him, he re- 
ſolved to puſh himſelf in the world, in whatever conjunctutes time ſhould give a riſe 


to; or ſhould it prove unfavorable, he was reſolved to leave the world altogether, 
and to think only of eternity/ and of his A ſince after all- the end of al} 
OM things, 06a HT 07 8 5+ 6 in 


anni 


ru all of his EYES he qetached himſelf to Seradj-ed-d68lah, whoſe riſing ambi- 
tion he had gueſſed. , But Mehdi-neffar-qhan's turn of mind had found ſo little 
favour at Court, that this officer being once in converſation with Aaly-verdy- 


qhan, that Prince who was a clear- ſighted man, obſerving that he ſpoke with as 


much boldneſs as he ated, became deſirous of parting bis grand-ſon from 
ſuch a Councellor: however it was in vain; for Mehdi-neſſar-qhan, informed of 


this reſolution, had determined to be before hand wich him; and we are certain 


that he ſpoke to Seradj-ed-do8lah in thoſe very terms: “ Your grand-father-loves 
« you ſo dearly, that he cannot part with you for a moment; and on the other 
« hand, he has ſuch a miſtruſt of your years, and of your riſing notions about your 


* being intitled to freedom, power, and a participation of authority, that he wiſhes 


« to keep you totally ignorant of buſineſs; ſo that you. may never pretend to diſ- 

« pute his will, or to aſpire at that degfee of independence which you are intitled- 
« to; for by the right « of inheritance, as well as by your, perſonal. character for ca- 
« pacity, you are above. all your relations, being confeſſedly... the flower of your 
ce family, and the flambeau (*) of your grand-father' $ poſterity ;. and thanks to. God, 


you are now become a man, and have ceaſed to be a child. 80. much ſubmil. 
| ſion 
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his was a fattering alluſion: to Mirza-Mehmed' g kg title, A. was ee . id eff 
the ſhining taper of the Empire. His other title; (but this had been only in his childhood) was Shah- 


CBli-Qþan, the Lord ſoldier of the Kings, 
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„ fon” I60ks -4nbecvtkng at bir age ; ; and. with your pretenſions and lets. 


„Should you quite the camp, and repair to Azimabad, it would not prove a difficult 
* matter to pull down Djankiram, a poor gentoo, Who is only your deputy,” and 
« who will do as he ſhall be bid. After You ſhall have. produced your perſon to 


« the world in that manner, your uncle ſhall have no other Nr its but Foe 
* of acting dee to your will.” t | 


4 * 


eech could not fait to Mhz de derpeſt impreflon on ſuch à men = 
| Seradj-ed-döglah: he liſtened attentively to the advice, but kept it in his heart for 
uſe; and it becomes highly probable that ſome meaſures were alrdady concerted: 
for Mehdy-neſſar-qban abbut the middle of the year 1163 reſigned the ſervice, 
and repaired to Moorſhoodabad, from whence he continued his journey with a 
few friends to Azimabad ; and it happened at that ſame time that Aali-naki-qhan, 
that younger brother of mine, (who am the moſt inconſiderahle of mankind) who 
on ſome diſguſt had quitted Säyd-ahmed-qhan' $ ſervice at P8rania, to attach himſelf 
with a body of two hundred horſes to Seradj- ed- d68lah, now became equally dif 


guſted with the latter, and reſigned that ſervice, reſolved to repair to Azimabad 


likewiſe with intention to ſeek his fortune at the Imperial.Court. But this reſolu- 
tion having greatly affected me, who then lived at P8rania, where I was great- 
ly cohſidered by. Sayd- abmed- qhan, but could not bear to part wich one to whom 
I bore fo much affection; I ſent for him to PB8rania, and with many intreaties 
1 engaged Sayd-ahmed- qhan to give him ſervice again; and that, affair endet to 
my ſatisfaction. Aaly-verdy- qhan was at that time encamped at Midnapsr, where 
not being able to get any intelligence of che motions of the Marhattas, be had 


returned to his old cantonements with inen to remain there: for as the pol- 


ſeffion of the : Caſtle of that place ſeemed to have been all. aböng their main ob- 
ject; and Haider-aaly-qban, the governor of it, ſeemed for want of a ſufficient 
force, incapable to preſerve that ſtrong hold from thoſe invaders, the Viceroy. re- 
| W to paſs” the ſeaſon in it; and having ordered that the palace and other 


buildings 


) 
| 
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Seradj-ed- 
d08lah tlopes 
and revolts. 


Buildings men Gould he pu in repair anderen enlarged, he lent lor bis led: 
from Moorſhoodabad, and publiſhed that the army ought to provide: themſelves. 
vith neceffaries to» paſs che rainy ſeaſon in that neighbourhood. This oder could 
not fail, to: conſtern both the officers and ſoldiers, who tired with. the length of this 
campaign, expected to return home at the beginning of the rains: they now loſt 
the hopes of meeting their families this year; but yet ſubmiued to their fate, and 
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every one commenced: providing bimſelſ with, a cahut, and ſome covering of thatch 


or ſtrau. Some days paſſed in this manner, every one thinking they vould now 


repoſe for: hole ſeaſon; when at once it became known: that Setidj-ed-d68lab, 
after having diſpatched a ſhort note to Mebdy. neſſar- qhan at Azimabad, 10 
acquaint him with his reſolution, had ſet: out for that, place, carrying no one with 
him, but e , a bond-maid of his chat engroſſed bis, affefiiors. 
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Ws "This is the «a and polite expreſion ber 2 man (rats. of t the women of another, 
as ell as of his own. | | W 


+ This lady. is Ae, Beit at Moorth30davad; and akhough, on being furprited at Radj-mabl* fame 
years after by | Mir-caſſem-qhan, ſhe was ſtripped of every thing, yet it is certain that ſhe is -reputcd 
rich; and ſhe enjoys a penſion from the Nizamut, that is from thoſe |Engliſh which, her lord wanted to 
deſtroy to a man. She muſt not be confounded with fia or faizen, another favorite of Seradj 
e£dd68-lah's. This laſt had been a Karcher at Deli, that is, a dance-gitl, from whence her witendarice 
had been ſapplicated (and this was the expreſſion uſed), at the Court of Moorſhoodabad, the requeſt being 
accompanied by no leſs than a draught of one lac of rupees: ſhe was, fays the amorous Chronicle, | 
of that capital, a compleat Indian beauty: of that right golden hue, ſo much coveted all over that 
region, and of that delicacy of perſon, which weighs only 2p and twenty feers,. or about fifty pound: 


| averdupois: a ſmall delicate woman with à eool retreat, being the fu bonum of an Indian, Now, 


although the women of the Prince's ſeraglio were kept with the moſt ſcrupulous attention, and Seradj- 
ed-d68lah was the moſt beauteous youth of his time, yet the indian beauty fell in love with the Prince's 
brother-in-law, Seyd-mahmed-qhan, a very handſome man, as fair as an European, and of ſuch a beauty 
of features, and ſtoutneſs of body as would have done honor to any company in that part of the 
world: he was introduced ſecretely; and two · days after the matter took vent And ſo Miſs, Said 
Seradj-ed-d63la, 1 find you are @ whore; ** And why not? anſwered the poor woman in deſpair, who: 
« at once foreſaw her impending fate; that word indeed might. prove a reproach to your | 
« mother, but none e mer 1 am * by trade.” She | was. Me SIN the. door was 


> Phe: walledup 
2 
4 


£65. 1 „ Ws th 
Putting? "this young lady with her Woher! in U. own Rutt or covered dari, be 


had ſet out for that place, being drawn- by an excellent pair of thoſe oxen that 
make ofualy thirty or forty coſſes in a day . When this intelligence was brought 


to the Vieeroy, he was converſing with Huſſein-cBli-qhan and Haſſen-reza-qhan. | 
and à feu other perſons of diſtinction. It would be difficult to deſcribe the effect 


it had immediately upon him : his colour changed: his features altered: his bo- 


dy ſhook : his hands. wembled; and without ſpeaking a ſingle word, or minding 


any thing elſe, he got up immedlately, mounted his Paleki; and only. with a 
ſmall number of friends and ſervants that proved to be at hand, he advanced, 


fi 


ne one in an alienated "ſtate of mind, as far as Divanki-Serai; and. not finding 


his dailing there, he ſent ſome truſty perſons forwards. who over, took him, and 


made uſe of every motive that could bring him back. Seradj-ed- deslab unmoved | 
by their chtreaties, Was puſhing forwards at an incredible rate: letters at the ſame 
time arrived from the deputy governor of Moorſhoodabad, mentioning that he 
had himſelf run aſter the young Prince, without being able to over take him: but that 


whole that had, had been received very bluntly, having had no other anſwer that theſe 


is words: if you continue to run ofter me; I will make away with myſelf : upon which 
the Envoys had returned 5 confounded at his- obſtinacy. On this intelligence 


the Viceroy ſeemed to loſe his wonted gravity and firmneſs of mind; ſo that 


1 the command of his army to Mir-djaafer-qhan and to Radja Dslsb-ram, 
he took only his guards with a few friends, and ſet out for Moorſhoodabad, | 
going at ſuch a rate, that notwithſtanding the rain, the mire. and. the bad. roads, 


he 


| 
| 
þ 
4 


walled- up; and three months: after, ſhe was found dried up to a ſkeleton, but not offenſive. The 
tranſlator has ſent to England ſeveral of her Portraits. () the tranſlator has ſeen thoſe oxen, for 
they were given two years after: by Mir-djaafer-qhan to M. Wats ; and he had the curioſity to mea- 
ſure their amazing bulk and heigth; he--approached cloſe to them, and endeavoured, but in vain, to 
reach the top of the bunch upon their ſhoulders with the tip of his middle finger, which fi 


ſhort by full half a foot: they were of the right G8djcati breed, white as ſnow, and quite gentle, 
and had coſt twelve 2 3 the Son | 
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he had grined eight foul; ftages in- four days. time, add | was ares. at. Moor- 
5 ſhoodabad, having. conſtantly marched from morning till night: there he tarried 


only one day; 1 and he ſet out. the next morning for Azimabad, having firſt 
wrote to Seradj-ed- d68lah in the terms of an impaſſionate loyer, who ſupplicated 


the favour of his, ſhewing once more that beloved face of | his to an. alienated 
old man, whoſe fole delight in his old age centered in that enjoywent: he added 
ſome reaſonings to engage him to abandon his project, but it was in ſuch a con- 
deſcending manner, as might not give offence. The letter was delivered to Seradj- 
ed- do8lah at Baghalp8r ; ; and he anſwered it immediately in | theſe words: Ne vour 
* highneſs, with all theſe demonſtration of love, attention and condeſcendenee, Js. 
F keeping my enemies about your perſon * and r raiſing them to high, dignities 


74 


© and eminent commands; for inſtance Huſſein- cBly- Iban; whilſt I, whom you 


M ſay to be) your darling, am kept without eicher olfice or employment, adam. in 


, 


5 «2 faft in 4 ſtate of depreſſion, and contempt, when compard to bim; the proof 
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« of which is, that on my returning from Pardvan, "not one man was at the trou- 

te dle '6f coming to my encounter to receiye me. To Sayd-a ahmed- -qhan P8raniah has 

« been given in full ſovereignty : | his brother Nevaziſh-mahmed- -qhan is lording 

<< all over Bengal; but for me there is nothing in ſtore, but fair words, and 
« careſſes, and expreſſions of love; nor has any thing been done for me, that might 


1 1 75 « raiſe my character, or increaſe my influence, or gives me ſome i importance in the eyes 
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4 of my relations and friends, or in the ellimation* of the world; and now, that I am 
ec going to take poſſeſſion of my father's eſtate, 1am, forſooth, to be cajoled out 
« my right. I adviſe your highneſs to beware of advancing. farther : for the 
1 ES 5 conſequence of a ſtep of that nature may be ſuch, as that your head ſhall fall 
1 into my lap, or my own ſhall be made faſt to your Elephant s foot.” 80 ani- | 
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= Thoſe enemies, that is thoſe he held as ſuch were Fllſcin-C8i-Quan, and Bahader- Auti-Qhan, 
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mated an anſwer, although given only verbally, was repeated with exaQtitude ; 
and Seradj-ed-d68la having found it juſt,” continued his flight. The anſwer being 
faithfully reported to the Viceroy, it made a moſt unexpected effect: he on a 
ſudden became eaſy in his mind ; and he betrayed ſeveral tokens of ſatisfation and 
joy: but when the meſſenger came to the laſt part of his meſſage, the old man 
broke his ſilence, and could not help ſcreaming out: my head in his lap! or at his 
Elephant's foot ! It is the utmoſt wiſh of my heart. As to his bead, how didit thou 
dare, you fellow, to mention it in my preſence in this manner ? This ſaid, he wrote 
another letter, full of the moſt tender expreſſions, and ſuch as he thought capa- 
ble of ſoftening the young man's mind; and he ſent it immediately by an expreſs, 
« This letter contained the moſt paſſionate expoſtulations, with the humbleſt ex- 
« cuſes; and it ended by a requeſt to think better of an old man's tender- 
« lh! and more ſeriouſly of his own reſolution, as well as of the erroneous con- 
« ceptions he had imbibed. My deareft one, ſaid he, you complain without real 
«* foundation; and you have erroneoufly conceived the very reverſe of what has 
« heen all along my intention for you: hear then my humble petition : it is in theſe 
« terms: Command to my dominions, and io all the world, beſides. It is the utmoſt 
« aim of my ſchemes, and the only ſcope of my fond wiſhes.” At the bot- 
tom of the letter he added theſe four verſes in his own hand: 


« The warrior who goes alone into the field in queſt of martyrdom, "yt | 

« Unaware that the maftyrs of the field of love ſuffer ſtill more than him 

Runs the riſk of hearing at the day of judgement his own condemnation in 
theſe words: : 


« Two lovers lie buried here, the one ſlain by the foe, the other killed by love.” 


But whilſt the Viceroy was endeavouring to reclaim his Grand-ſon, and to write 
love letters, the latter was puſhing forwards ; and he was already arrived at Ghyaſs- 
por, from whence he forwarded a letter to Mehdj-nefſar-Qhan, to give him 
notice “ that truſting to his promiſes he had quitted the Royal ſtate he enjoyed 
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« in Bengal to come ſo. far; and that he . now that he would be fo 
c good as his word, and would come in the ſtate and manner agreed between 
© them.” It muſt be obſerved that Mehdy- -neſſar-Qhan had already and before 
the arrival of the letter, embarked his family and furniture in boats which he 


intended 10. diſpatch to Ghazip8r : his intention being to exert himſelf to the ut- 


moſt, if Seradj-ed-d68lah ſhould come; and if he ſhould not, then he was re- 
ſolved to take his ſervants and friends with him and to repair to Shah-djehan- 
abad : for he doubted in his mind whether Seradj-ed-d68lah would act up to 
what had been an to between them, or could undertake ſuch a mighty enter- 


prize; and ſuch was he in his temper of mind, when the letter in queſtion came 


to hand: on ſeeing which he ſent for the poor man's mother (a lady whom he 


conſidered as his own), and. to mn he bore. the tendereſt reſpect, with the molt 


filial attachment ; and he ed ot hou the letter, informing her .of Seradj- ed- 
d68lah's arrival, and requeſting. her opinion. The lady aſtoniſhed at what ſhe 
heard, anſwered in theſe terms which do ſo, much honor to her underſtanding ; 
% Brother, you will never be able to cope with Aaly-verdi-Qhan : and al- 
« though the man, who commands here, is only a Gentoo and a vriter. Ne- 


« vertheleſs he is his deputy ; and with the force he can muſter, he will be 


© able to reduce a hundred ſuch ones as yourſelf. As to Seradj-ed-do8lah, he 


« is Aaly-verdy-Qhan's grand-ſon; and the grand-father is doating upon him: 
« his coming ſo far will do him no great harm ; they will Join again, and be- 


* come one again, like ſugar and milk that have got a flight ſimmering; nor 


" « ſhall you be found to have done much more than to have ſought your own 
e death to no purpoſe at all. Your boats are theſe many days ready: : embark 
« your conſort and your daughter, and diſpatch them immediately ; and as to your- 
«.{elf, get upon a fleet horſe, and diſappear ſrom hence.“ This was a ſalutary 
advice; but Mehdy-nefſar-qhan retained already by the point of honor, and con- 
trouled by the ſtrong hand of deſtiny, conſtantly anſwered the entreaties of that 
ſenſible lady only with theſe words: Had not Scradj. ed-doglah come ſo far, I. ſlould 
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BY "gone; and 7 was ready 75 ge; but now. that be is arrived, 7 cannot retreat without 


loſing my character, and without expoſing myſelf to the reproach of puſillanimity and ungene- 
rouſneſs. After ſuch a deſertion J will never be able to bear the ſight of my acquaintances. 
As to the reſt, if I am. to live, and we are able to turn away this Bengally writer, Aly- 
verdy- ghan ſhall not medile with us; nor ſhall dominion and ſovereiguty eſcape our hands; 
and if my time draws to ined, then I muſt ſubmit ; nor is it an unknown adage that 
whoever is to be buried in the morning will never ſleep in his bed that evening. After 
having ſaid ſo much, he took his final reſolution, embarked his family, entruſted 
my mother with ſome jewels and ſome veſſels of gold and fflver (which he de- 
ſtined ta his daughter), and quitting his houſe, he ſet out at the dawn of the day to 
meet Seradj-ed- -do8lah, whom he found at the town of Ghayaſsp8r called Bar; and 
after a ſhort conference he diſpatched letters in his name as well as in his own to 
the officers and commanders reſiding at Deher-banga, and on the northern ſhore 
of the Ganga, inviting them under great promiſſes to come over and join Seradj- 
ed-d68lah: he wrote to fome other perſons likewiſe ; and there was a probability 
of his being thortly at the head of an army: for letters were coming from moſt 
of them, in which they were profeſſing their readineſs to embrace his party, and 
announcing their departure. This much is certain, that numbers that had already 
marched, were obliged to go back, on hearing that Mehdy-neffar-ghan was dead, 
and that the undertaking had mifcarried : for Mehdy-neſſar-qhan had ſuch a talent 
for* engaging people in his intereſt, and ſuch a command over the hearts of mili- 
tary men, that there was no doubt of his being able to get himſelf followed ; nor 
do I remember to have ſeen or heard that he had been at any time ſurpaſſed or 
even cqualled by any one in that important qualification. After the conference with 
my mother he took up his abode in Djaafer-qhan's garden, where Seradjzed- do8lah 
was already; and that ſpot was ſoon reſorted to by the inhabitants of Azim-abad 
and all the perſons of note from the neighbourhood. And now a meſſage was ſent 
to Djankiram, the deputy-governor, commanding his attendance : the man was 


dunned by the meſſage, and he fell head long in a ſea of aſtoniſhment and in 
| certitude. 
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certitude.“ To pay Seradj-cd-d68lah a viſit, might be found fault with by Aly. 
* verdy-qban, who would object that government and ſovereignty did not admit of 
« ſuch complaiſances and ſuch | ſubmiſſions; and to ſtand upon. a defence, in 
« which Seradj-ed-do8lah might come to any harm, would. prove an irremiſſible 
crime for which no,circumſtances and no plea of neceſſity would avail with ſo 
« impaſſionate a lover as Aly-verdy-qhan, who would not fail to put him to 
« death: the old man's doating fondneſs for the young prince being of ſuch a 
e nature, as admitted of no regard for any thing elſe,” At.laſt he took to the 
expedient of ſending a ſhrewd man to ſound the ford; and this was Muſtepha- 
cSly-qhan, a brother of Seradj-ed-d6B8lah's father-in-law. This nobleman was re- 
queſted to examine Seradj-ed-d68lah's diſpoſition, and to diſcover what vere 
his real intentions. Muſtepha-c&ly-qhan payed bis reſpeQs, and commenced dif. 
courſing on a variety of ſubjects. The young prince had been warned before hand- 
by Mehdy-neſſar-qhan not to ſpeak to any of the meſſengers that would be ſent 
by Djanki-ram, nor even to admit them in his preſence, leſt they ſhould come to 
diſcover his real intention, and to diſcourage their maſter from coming in perſon. 
Seradj-ed-d68lab, who both from the impatience of youth, and from natural. 
imbecillity, was incapable of concealing a ſecret, diſcloſed it at once to Muſ- 
tepha-c8ly-qhan, ' requeſting him at the ſame time to bring Djanki-ram 
over. The Envoy, who was an able well ſpoken man, immediately pro- 
miſed to comply with his pleaſure; and he was diſmiſſed with regard and 
honor. By one of thoſe ſtrokes of deſtiny, it happened that when Muſtepha- 
| Qhan was introduced, Mehdy-nefſar-Qhan was out, and intent upon ſome buſi- 
neſs: ſo that this nobleman whoſe very admiſſion he wanted to prevent, went 
away quietly after a long conference. Muſtepha- Qhan being gone in this man- 
ner, gave full information to Djankiram; and the latter who was preparing to 
wait on Seradj-ed- d68lah, now ordered the gates of the city-walls to be ſhut-up, 
and guards to be ſtationed: every where, whilſt. himſelf took his poſt in the 


Caſtles This intelligence was no ſooner brought, than .Serad-ed- .d68lah, who was 
| in- 
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bbespable of iſſembling or ol containing himſelf, wanted to ſet out immedi- 
ately, to get the gates opened and to rub that Gentoo's ears (for ſuch was his ex- 


preſſion ;) being abundantly confident that no one would dare to fire at him, or 


lution and reſolved to die. 


good and bad advice, anſwered bluntly : 


« he would have an army at his command. 


even to touch his perſon. Mehdy-neffar-Qban repreſented, © that gates were not 
«* to be opened i in that manner; nor fortereſſes to be taken by lixty or ſeventy men; 


e and that the whole depended on his taking patience 2 few days more, when 


This rational- obſervation ſerved 


« and has eſcaped, becauſe you have opened the net yourſelf: 


« ing this affair to the | concluſion which you wiſh.” 


only to precipitate matters: chat fooliſh young: man, who had no diſcernment 
enough to diſtinguiſh between a proper and an improper moment, and betwixt 
It is upon your words and your promiſes 
1 have parted with att Empire, or at leaſt with the Wal ſtate "4 enjoyed, and am 
come fo far; and you want now to fkulk from a little Jghting « ? 
Qhan, who had never been of ſuch a temper, as to put up with reproaches in 


Mehdy- neſſar- 


that ſtyle, replied with warmth, and ſpoke in theſe words: © Had you liſtened 
to ſober counſel, you would not have admitted into your preſence people that 
> came to ſound your intentions ; nor Woe you have all at'once informed them 
* of your ſecrets : now informed they are: the game has eſcaped out of, your net, 
the gentoo is 
0 now put upon his guard: and now after all that, you with only theſe ſixty Or le- 
« venty men that are about your perſon (all of whom ſurely cannot be men of 
« valor and capacity), you want no leſs chan to take Caſtles, and to conquer 
« ' provinces ? Abſurd! In two or three days, at moſt, numerous troops will 
« be flocking to you from all parts, and then it will be time to think of brin- 
To all this that ignorant 
imprudent young man anſwered nothing, but the very words he had already ut- 
tered; and Mehdy-neffar-Qhan unwilling to retreat on one hand, and convinced 
on the other that matters were taking a deſparate turn, at once took his reſo- 
Accordingly he put ſome affairs in order, paſſed 
the whole niglit in prayers: and in recommending himſelf to the . divine mercy . 
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Strange attack 
on the City of 
Azimabad by 
fxty men. 


r L hes, 1 
and at ; day break he di (played the. andard of provels: 0 that at the head of 


1 191 Min viarisc ang 


his ; ſixty 1 men, he adyanced to take the fortereſs of Azimabad. This event hap- 
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pened at che end of ' Redjeb, or in the beginning o of Shaaban , * the , year 116g 
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of the Hedjta. a This handful of men Was then at the Kaltern gate; and as 
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the wall of that part, appeared Keep, and thronged with armed men, be, under- 
pretence of going to viſit the monument of his dear walter, Zin-eddin-Abmed 
Qhan, mounted the young prince upon his own horſe, a and advanced thither on 
foot, inclining towards A, ſmall gate that, goes by the name of the wicket of the 


Fn Fr But as that part, alhough, ſome what lower, was likewiſe found 
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Diefrent-Nagur, a ne of Radja Dia: Bahadyr, an engagement took place, and 
a firing commenced from the wall, Mehdy- nellar-Qhan baving placed Seradj- 


ed- doBlah with a few men in a particular ſpot at the foot of the rampart, where 


be WAS under cover and faſe, vent himſelf with he reſt, and proceeded ill by 
the foot of the wall, looking out for ſome eaſier aſcent ; and having found one 
at laſt, he got over it with molt of bis men tightly wounded, and even with an 
A lodged i in his own, arm,. 5 Some others, like Emanet-Qhan, with a few more, 


got in by a water-courſe, that had. been enlarged by the rain 1 and having opened 
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30 


the gate TOW: within they introduced Sexadj-ed;d -do8lah with the few. men — 


Ci was left open and free. 4  Mehdy- -neffar-Qhan with 


+ Dina upon lus perſon and a dre in his band, was Advancing « on foot m a 
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menacing poſture at the head of, his friends, ho! were followed by Seradj- ed. 


on Hoy 


do8lah mounted upon Mehdy;neflar-Qhan's horle ; nor did be meet wich any 
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obſtruction in bis way, L until he found bim fe, at the gate of my mother's apart- 
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* Tt muſt be obſerved that the wall being 11 of earth, and the tinmenſt Taitts that Fall every year 

having greatly damaged it in a country, Where they, never: think of nepwIt hut aan last Sgenüff⸗ 
i; was no very difficult matter to find ſome eaſy aſcent. 
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ent ore Wt Had ji-gune 1; detwixt which 3 1 5 Begum' quarter, the 
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groun is full « of: houſes: there Djankiram ade his appearance with all the 


| i of. v war: he Was mounted on his Elephant, preceded by ſome Geld- 


3,3 W. 36144 8 4t 2 
pieces and rokets and a large number of men: but nothwithſtanding that 


appearance. of” firmneſs, he looked like one 20 and confounded, and in 


dread of what might "happen. Haſſen- aaly- Qhan wich his body of troops pre- 
ceded him; and the two” parties meet about the chock or market- place, facing 
the caltle gate: his people“ could not amount to leſs than four thouſand men, 
beſides the garriſon ſpread upon the walls. On fight of this, Emanet-Qhan, 
one of Mehdy-neffar-qlian's friends and followers; a man of great courage and prow- 
eſs, brandiſhed his ſpear, and ſpuring his horſe, he threw himſelf amongſt thoſe 
that followed Hoſſen- aaly-qhaii, and had formed: a line extending ſouthwards betwixt 
the Caftle-gate and the market place. But not one of thoſe men had the cou- 
rage to face that warrior: they all gave way at once; and ſkulking in the ſhops, 
and behind the ſtalls, they were firing upon him from under cover. The man like a 
corageous lion, chat has got amongſt a herd of timourous deer, was now falling 
upon one, and then ruſhing upon another; until ſome one getting upon the top of 
a houſe, or into ſome other lofty part, took aim leiſurely, and ſhot him in the 
head; and that brave man falling from his horſe, ſpent his life honourably in the 
field of braves. juſt at this time Mehdy-neffar-qhan was advancing ſtill at the 
bead of his ſmall troop; and numbers of the enemy, who knew him perſonally, 

were calling out to him, to have pity on himſelf, and to forbear advancing 
ſome of his people were making the ſame entreaties : but theſe words ſerved 
only to raiſe his anger; and turning to theſe latter, he anſwered: theſe words 
of your's do not ſuit my circumſtances at preſent ; let any one of you who loves me bet- 
ter than he does vimſeif, ſeep "forth and march before me. It muſt be obſerved that whilſt | 
Emanet- qhan \ was engaged, Mirza-medar-hegh the decanian, ſeeing his friend's danger, 
called-out to his two ſons: and to his ſon-in-law, to follow him; and ſpuring his 
horſe” directly, he advanced to his aſſiſtance with two or three more : but before 
he 
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the could come up, Ecuante-glan was already ſlain,---and himſelf aſter waving 
done much execution both with his ſpear and then with his ſabre, was ſhot dead 
from a houſe ; ſo that his ſons and ſon-i in- law ſeeing him fall, fled from that 
ſcene of ſlaughter; but having in their flight mixed with the few that were 
with Mehdy-neſſar-qhan, they bore down their ranks, and communicated their 
own fear's : ſo that theſe alſo commenced ſkulking about and diſperſing. As the 
ſtreet was narrow, and it could not hold more than fix horſes / in front, the 
five. or fix run aways, . by running full ſpeed, amongſt them, made them give 
away ; and ſome of theſe availed themſelves of the ſhelter afforded by houſes 
and ſhops, Mehdy-neflar-qhan being then cloſe to the Cotval's Chabotra or tribu- 
nal, got in a ſhop; and as ſoon. as the runaways were gone, he came out 
again, with his ſabre in his hand, and continued advancing; but by this time 
one half of his followers had diſappeared ; and the reſt hiſheartened by the flight 
of Medar-beg's ſon's, and by the deſertion it had occaſioned, were hardly to 
be kept together, and they often turned about.to look behind : at the heels of 
the runaways, arrived Mehta-djeſvent-nagur, armed and quilted *; and as he knew 
Mehdy-neffar-qhan perſonally, he called out to him: * My Lord-Qhan, you 
© have got over the wall at the ſpot where I commanded, and have of courſe 
" occaſioned a ſtain upon my character: but ſtill you are my acquaintance and 
« friend: why do you expole yourſelf in ſuch a manner ? it is not too late yet to be 
« gone: for god's ſake, be gone directly, and live.“ Theſe words ſeemed to ex- 
cite both a ſmile and ſome peeviſhneſs in n he anſwered 

| % with 


Military men in India, chat is as many as can afford it, or are willing, wear a variety of cui- 
raſſes, of cotton, raw-filk, and alſo of ſteel (theſe laſt are of made up of four pieces ſliding upon each 
thero.) But common ſoldiers wear an ample ſurcoat thick quilted with cotton, that deſcends as far as 
the knees. Theſe coats deaden the | ſtroke of a ſabre, embarraſs the point of an arrow; and above all 
keep the body cool, by intercepting the intenſeneſs of the rays of the ſun, which then | diverge, — ceaſe 
40 burn and to enflame. 


Tas ] 


with warmth : pray, what do you mean Met" Mehta by fuck conſe li, and fo much care 
of me at this time ?* You and I are now "foes to jone another : after having ſaid 
ſo much with a deal of warmth, he "Tecollefted himſelf, and * theſe two 
verſes or the 4 8 


7 W 
v ih 
. 


0 Stand forth now with whatever thou canſt muſter of manlyneſs and courage:” 
« ' Brandiſh thy ſabre, thy poniard, thy K battle axe and = are * 


1 
. 


| This anſwer overcame Mebta djeſvent $ reluctance. He bort i in the world a great 
charaQter for both valor and bodily ſtrength ; and finding bimſelf challenged, and his 


character at take, he was againſt his own. inclination, obliged to ſtand forth; 


but however, to bring matters upon a par, he quitted his horſe and ſpear, advanced 
on foot, and engaged. Mehdy- neſſar-Qhan on ſeeing him within reach, gave 
him a violent ſtroke on the neck, which was parryed only in part; and this 

was the time to finiſh him with another ſtroke; but his vigor was ſupported by 
none of his people; elſe, it is indubitable chat had Djelvent-nagur been ſlain, 


the enemies would have been ſiruck vith terror, as they were already looking 
behind ; nor had Mehdy-neffar-Qhan's people any. thing more to do than to 


move to his aſſiſtance: in which caſe there is no doubt but the enemy would 
have given way. 5 But none moved: ſo far were they from ſuch an exertion, 
that whilſt Mehdy-neffar-Qhan was aQually engaged, he was obſerved to look-back, 
and to Tay fuck a one, I did not expel? that from thee: 5 Whilſt the two com- 


battants were advancing againſt each oiher, (and this was cloſe tio a ſpot called 
the Hadji's corner), one Mir-Aſhruff, an officer of note and a great friend of 


Meme enen came out of a door cloſe to e ee e left, and he 
called out to that hero, adviſing him to Fetire. © The other havi ing not only an- 
ſwered in an angry tone and with foul language, but. alſo forbidden his to coming 
near, if he valued his own life, the man ſhocked at the tone and expreſſion, 

fell back'a little; ; and taking a circuit, he cate ſuddenly behind, and gave chat 
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hero a back broke of his ſabre: upon both legs, which threw kim on th 8 
and chen only that heroical man, whoſe head deſerved a Crown, then only vas 
he finiſhed by Mehta-djeſvent. On fight of this, Seradj-ed-d68lah, who was 2 
rank coward, turned briddle and fled full ſpeed, taking to the fireet that lead to Muſta- 
pha-c81y-Qhan's lodgings; and his people at the ſame time ſheltered themſelves, every 
one into ſome corner. At a little diſtance behind Mehdy-nefar-Qhan,, fell two 
or three perſons, much wounded with muſquet balls, amongſt which was ore 
Mirza Sanghy, a deſcendant of one of the. ſaints revered by Seif-Qhan ; and he 
accompanied that brave man into the regions of eternity. Mehta · djeſvent, al. 
| though much wounded and with the blood ſtreaming from bis cheek. and neck, 
7 accompanied rather than purſued. Seradj-ed- d68lah to- 'Muſtepha-C8ly-Qhan' 8 lodg- 
ings, being fearful of Aly-verdy- Qban's reſentment; and this nobleman hearing 
of the Prince's coming, advanced on foot out of his gate, and received him with 
great reſpect, ſparing nothing either in perſonal attendance or in any thing elſe, 
* that might render his abode agreable: So that Mehta-Djefvent having ſeen the 
Prince ſafe, recommended him to the Qhan,. and returned to his lodgings. As 
to Mehdy-neffar-Qhan's body, now lying lifeleſs, Djanki-Ram had the meanneſs | 
to order that high born bead of his to be ſevered from the body, and the latter to be 
hung at the eaſtern gate; but on 2 repreſentation from ſome officers of his own troops, 
he. gave leave for its been taken. down, and then purifycd, and inflmed 
with the accuſtomed rites and decence. The valorous and unfortunate Syd was 
buried in his glorious father's monument, which i is in a. corner of Lon-gola, where 
9 LIE, buried, but without the monument. the few men that had fallen by 
- Pr 285 N | 
Verſe: 3 Such is. the n. of every wing. this von; ſuch, it In. 


Bie a " 1 
' 20:09 10% 01 id trop hidgtzy) in 81 


. May God Atmighty's. aneh Rp dim l 1 may he von . 3 
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ſeen Mchdy-neflar Qhan dead, and heard that Seradj-ed-d6Blah was ſafe, n 
he had come in the world a ſecond time; and like one that had recovered a 


3 life, he went into the * and there ſat in all the pride of ſucceſs and 
ſelf- ©. roman 


| ol all this was happening at 'Azimabad, Aly-verdy-Qhan was arriving about 
Bar, all the while in the moſt excruciating fears about what might have befallen 


the object of his love. He had made haſte with all the impatience of an 


impaſſionate lover; and his heart fluttered, like a moth at the near approach 
ol the flame emiued by that beautious face of his beloved one. Arrived at Bar, 
he learned hat had happened; and now commencing to reſpire with freedom, 
he ſent Seradj-ed- d68lah a meſſage full of love and tenderneſs. This was car- 
ried by Séyd aſſed-ollah - Qhan, a nobleman of conſequence, who had accompanied 

the Viceroy ia this voyage. The Qban who was a man of ſenſe, executed his 
commiſſion in a manner that ſoothed and gained Seradj-ed-d68lah's mind, hither- 
to much alienated from his uncle; and the young prince expreſſed a defire of 


ſeeing his venerable Anceſtor : the intelligence overpowered the old man; on 
hearing that his darling had ſet out on his Journey, he loſt his uſual temper. of 


mind, and betrayed all the levity of the moſt. youthful joy and the moſt unruly 
-exultation ; and-matters came ſo far that this mountain of ſeriouſneſs and gravity 
became as light and as unſteady as a feather expoſed to the wind: ſo that he be- 
arayed ſuch ſigns of reftleneſs, as ſurpriſed every one of thoſe that knew him 
«his long while, He was endleſsly ſpeaking of his beloved; and where be might be 


now; aud bow Jar lie might laue advanced this evening aud where he might be to- 


morrous nor was any thing elſe to be had from bis mouth. But when, he heard 
that the young man was arriving, his exultation -over-leapt all bounds : unable 
to contain himſelf any more, he ordered the wall of his tent-yard to be thrown 
down, that he might deſcry from a far the object of his love; and as ſoon as 
the ſaw his paleky ſet down, he proſtrated himſelf on the ground, to acknowledge 
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his arrival as a ſpecial favour from the Almighty. Seradj- ed-dôglah metz drawn 


near, alighted, and marching with a quiek pace“, he haſtened to throw himſelf-at 
Aly-verdy- » 2 1 | 0 75 | on 1 % 1 Fi 2 — by _ 4 „ s | 
| Qian recovers his grand-father's feet. The old man threw both his arms round his neck, and draw. 
| is neveu en ; 


| RR. ing him to his boſom, he kept him cloſe to it for a length of time with all the 


emotions of the moſt enthouſiaſtic tenderneſs ; after which he proſtrated himſelf 
again and returned a Jong thankſgiving for ſo fignal à benefit A moment after 


he made him mount with him, and proceeded to the city of Azimabad where 
amongſt throngs of a multitude that loved his perſon, and were attached to his 
family, he alighted at one of thoſe buildings raiſed by Seradj-ed-do8lah's father, 
on the ſhore of the Ganga, and he ſat on a meſned there, giving audience to all comers. 
But as Seradj-ed-d6o8lah continued in cenſed againſt Djanki ram for what he called 


tion, Aly, verdy- qhan himſelf took the part of an interceſſor, and ſent him to the 
young prince, with injunRions to implore his forgiveneſs. The young prinee out of 
regard to his grand-father's interceſſion, received him with condeſcendence, and 
| diſmiſſed” him with honour. This reconcilation having pacified every one; and 
| there appearing no reaſon in the world for tarrying in thoſe parts; the Viceroy, 
whoſe thoughts were now engroſſed by his army, which he had left at Midnap8r, 


| 

| 

| his boldneſs, and for what the other had been forced to by the duties of his fta- 
| 

| 

| 


under generals which he did not- truſt, reſolved to return immediately; and he 


| | therefore ſent for Djanki-ram, gave him a dreſs of confirmation, and taking Se- 
| __ radj-ed-d68lah with him, he ſet out for Moorſhoodabad:: But the old man who had 
| hitherto been a prey to all the agitations of a diſtrafted mind, was now ſeized by a - 
| Hot fever, which in a few days roſe to an allarming heigth; nor was there in 
| thoſe parts any other phyſician of character, but Docter Tadj-eddin. who immediately | 
| 


received orders to Oey him; and he did not ſpare my care and attendance. 


Ah- 
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| Gravity before one's ſovereign and lor would be deemed indecent in-the tartarian notions which the 
| Mogols have imported into India; and to day no man can approach the Turkiſh Emperor, but with. a+ 
| briſk pace, and alſo in bs, fo as to appear his ſoldier. 


Aly-verdy- qhan impatient to reach the end of his journey, was haſtening down the 


river by boat; but as none was ſo well acquainted with his conſtitution as the ho- 


nourable, the illuſtrious and reſpettable DoQtor Hadi-qhan the Haſhemite, neveu 


to that ſeal and complement of Doctors, the reſervoir of phyſicial and philoſophical 
Tearning, the Galen of his time, Doftor Oluvi-qhan ; he ſent a truſty perſon to re- 


queſt his attendance ; and that illuſtrious Qhan having immediately ſer our, over- 


tock his noble patient at Radjemahl, where he ſo ſeduouſly applied all «the ſtrength | 


of his-art to that important cure, that he prevented the fever from doing more 
miſchief, and keept-it under controul: in ſo much that the Viceroy atrived at his palace 
in the feigth of his diſtemper. But ſuch was his confidence in his phyſician Haddy- 
aly-qhan, that he left entirely in his diſpoſal every thing that could pertain to the uſe 
of ſimples or compounds, reſolved to do nothing without conſulting him: and -it 
muſt be acknowledged that this Plato of his time was endowed with a-breath as heal- 
ing as that of the Meſſtah“; And had not his equal in the art of adminiſtring remedies 
and reſtoring health. In a little time the prince's diſtemper took to its decline, and 
he recovered a pace. After his recovery, that lover of learning and that rewarder of 
merit honoured the illuſtrious Qhan with a Qhylaat of the firſt rank, a Serpieh 
and a Djica of jewels; an Elephant of ſurpriſing bigneſs, mounted with his 
Hiodah; and a ſum of five thouſand rupees: from that period, he made it a point 
to riſe and ſtand-up on his coming to ſee him; and not ſatisfied with that mark of reſ- 
pe, he confered upon him ſeveral honorific diſtinftions of the higheſt kind; and 
moreover ordered that he ſhould ridè in Paleky in any part of the palace, without 
alighting any where, but cloſe to the rails of the Terraſſe adjoining the hall of audience: 


x diſtinction granted to none but to his two ſons-in-law, and to Seradj-ed- - 


d68lah; his grand-ſon; and theſe three princes alſo were ordered to ſtand-up for 


him - 


— 


* The Mahometans have ſuch a high opinion of Jeſus Chriſt, whom they believe to have preached no- 
thing elſe but pure muſſulmaniſm, that they ſay that dead corpſes that happened to be within e of: his 
breath, at once roſe into exiſtence and receiyed life again. 
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| 8 Py rs 630 3 | 
_ .  ddy-verdy-Qlan, on dhe day be was permitted o hathe *, Fn 

3 of money to be diſtributed to Seyds and to neceſſitous families of all ſorts; 
and although the rains were not drawing to their end, and be had 
nao apprehenſion of any incurſion or ravage from the Marhattas ; 4 nevertheleſs, as 
_ bis body continued for a long time in a ſtate of great weakneſs, he wrote tg 
| | Radja D818bram, and to Mir-Djaafer-Qhan to inform them that at the end 
| of the rains, the vitorious ſtandards would not fail to take the prove 8 of Mid- 
1 -nap8r. - oy | | FE” 


Siyd. ahmed FOO -the governor of P8raniah had e Gogh the 
| | | Viceroy an invitation to meet him on the road; and he had therefore come 
| | down as far as Carangola, where he had prepared a ſet of magnificent tents, and a 
| Fumptuoits entertainment for his noble viſitor; he alſo ſent me, the poor man, 
| ſiome coſſes beyond Carangolah, to receive that prince on the ſouthern ſhore 
| of the Ganga; but on hearing that he had excuſed himſelf on account of his 
| Alinefs, and that he had continued his route to Moorſhoodabad by the middle 

of the ſtream, vithout touching at either ſhore, he diſpatched his own phyſician, 
Mir-mahmed-meſfih, to attend him; and himſelf followed immediately; but at 

his arrival at Moorſhoodabad he found his taſk changed into felicitations for the 

recovery of that precious health: he therefore kiſſed his grand father's feet, venerated 

his glorious face, and returned his acknowledgements to. heaven for ſo impor- 

- tant a recovery. This unexpekted viſit furniſhed Nefiſſa-begum, mother to the 

2 late Nawab Ser-effraz-Qhan with an opportunity of promoting a ſcheme which 
ſhe had much at heart. This princeſs, who had been taken into Nevaxiſh- ahmed- 

qhan's n where he had given her ſuch a full damen over his hole houſe- 

hold, 
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* It is incredible, but true that Phyſicians in India never ſuffered their patients to ſhift, and clean 
| hemſelyes, but when they have totally over Come eie — a N Aut n a | 
an infinity of people. c 13 | | | 5 1155 
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Fn-Nefſa-begtitt, better known by the name of Gahaſſity-bibi), payed her the 
utmoll deference; and both kuſpand and conſort were vying wich each other in 
ſbothing ker grief by ever demonſtation of reſpect and attention. Nefiſſa· begum 
Had adopted as her ſon, a boy born to Sor-effraz-qhan the very day he was lain at: 
the battle of Gheriak: bis name was Aga - baba and hie had become the darling of 

her beaft, and the conlölation of her old age. She intended to marry him to one of 

the daughters of Siyd- Ahmed- -qhan, to whom ſhe ſent a meſſage by Bibi/Gahaſity her- 
ſelk. The p prince declined the match at fieſt+ but overcome by the vivacity of her entrea - 
ties, and by thoſe of her hülband' s, he gave his conſent. But as fuch- a match could” 


not be celebrated properly on the part of Sayd. ahmed · qban, without aſſembling his 
whole family, parentage and kindred; at the head of which was Aly. verdy- qhan him⸗ 
ſelf; and decency. required that the family, parentage and kindred of the late Ser- 
efraz qhan ſhouldnor be forgotten; ; it became probable that- all that multitude would 
not chuſe to-repair to PSraniah ; and of courſe it ſeemed Nm N to celebrate the 
vuptials at Moorſhoodabad, where Sayd- ahmed- qhan promiſed to return for that ce- 


was going for that purpoſe. In a few days he ſet out accordingly, loaded with pre- 
ſents and careſfes from his father-in-law, with which he returned to his capital, where 
we ſhall leave him at preſent to finiſh his preparatives, as the concluſion of this 
affair ſhall find its place i in the N and we muſt now revert to che affairs of 
bp 
| The troops left at  Midnap8e under command of Radja D818b-ram and Mir- 
aafer-qhan, were numerous and fufficient to fight the Marhattas, and to drive them 
not only from Balaſſer, but from the whole OBreſſa : nevertheleſs ſych was the ſlender 
opinion entertained of the abilities of the one commander, and the doubts conceived 
of the courage of the other; and-ſuch was the damp thrown upon the ſpirits of the 
ary, ** the very report. of their invincible maſter 8 . that this ſame army was 


bold that His confort erfalf although daughter to A verdyr- gun, (it vas Mehr- | 


| remony, as ſoon as he ſhould have finiſhed his preparatives'at P8raniah, whither 3 
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The Viceroy 
again at the 
head of his 
troops for ces, 
the Marhattas 


do a retreat. 


NING Oy [638 5 


now thought unequal to the taſk ; ad although ciecular letters had been ſent every 
where to announce his recovery, ſtill they were thought both by friends and foes to 


be no better than ſo many contrivances, and fo. many ſtrokes of policy to conceal 
the real ſtate of things. It was from ſuch a cauſe that the troops could not be 
brought to face the enemy with their wonted alacrity; and the ſame cauſe had 
rendered bolder. and adventurous an enemy, who aſcribed this backwardneſs. to ſome 
other origin. Such a ſtate of things rendered Aly-verdy-qban ſtill more anxious to 
make his appearance in the field. Weack therefore, as he was yet, and feeling ſtill 
the remains of his illneſs, he put himſelf with the. head of a numerous body. and 


marched to Midnapsr : : whilſt Radja D818bram and Mir-djaafer-qhan advanced from 


that town to meet their lord in the plain of Bardvan, where they had the honor to 


kiſs his feet. It was in che year 1164. And as the Marhattas on the firength of Aly-ver- 


dy- qhan's illneſs, had advanced to Midnapr, that Prince who always wiſhed for an 
opportunity to engage them, marched up to them, and the two armies meeting, 
an engagement took place ; when the enemies, according to their rooted cuſtom, 
fled and left the Prince maſter of the held of battle. The free- booters unable to 
ſtand the brunt of troops accuſtomed to break. their ranks, took to flight; and 


taking a circuit, they retired Into the hills and woody countries that ſtretch along 
the welt of Bengal. The Viceroy purſued ; but as ſoon as he had approached near 


enough to come to blows, they fled again, ſtill purſued and ſtill flying; nor did che 
Bengal army afford them time to take breath, or to ſtand a while: at laſt the 


Marhattas tired with ſo obſtinate a DN arkant, faced about, and Turned” into the 
Odreſſa by the country behind the hills; whilſt Aly-verdy-qhan, diſappointed i in his 
purſuit, but reſolved to root them out of the country, poſtponed | his expedition 
to the next year, and with his vidtorious troops took the road to Moorſhooda- 


ee r 
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bad, and encamped at Catwa. 
This retreat afforded. Mir-habib and the Marhatta generals leilure to 8 llt 


together on | the ſtate of things; le as to be weary of a warfare that had laſted 
b | C4500 0 Nin already 
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alteady ſo many years without producing for- them any thing but comtirgal toil and 


endleſs loſſes : © they obſerved that it had ſerved only to inure Aly- verdy- -Ohan's 


troops to hardſhips and to victory; and at laſt they concluded that inſtead ſpen- 


« ding: their ſtrength in ſuch fruitleſs compaigns, it was better to come to ſome 


* terms with the enemy: and as on the other hand giving up totally their pre- 
« tenſions on the Osꝭreſſa, and abſtaining totally from their views upon Bengal, ſeem- 
«ed diſhonourable to Rhagodji. bhoſelah's dignity, it Vas thought Proper to ſubmit the 


« matter to Aly-verdy-qhan himſelf, under certain -conditions.” In conſequence 


of this reſolution Mir-habib ſent ſome truſty perſons with a meſſage. to Mir-djaafer- 


qhan, who tranſmitted the ſame to court in a proper ſtyle and at a proper moment. 


The Viceroy, accuſtomed to ſucceſs and victory, thought it hard to admit ſuch con- 
ditions, but yet he ſubmitted to them on a variety of reaſons: © the declenſion of his 
«© health, and the neceſſity of conſulting above all the eaſe and: tranquillity of his 


* dominions, required ſuch a ſacrifice at his hands: he conſidered that he was now © 


«in the ſeventy-fifth year of his age, broken with the fatigues of ten repeated 


4 


compaigns againſt the Marhaztas, in which time he had alſo fought mighty battles 


* with Maſtzpha quan, with Shimſhit-qhan, and with ſome other Afghan commanders, - 


«whoſe vanquiſhed troops had only ſerved to encreaſe the number of his enemies: 


that this latter by a warfare which conſiſted in avoiding all ' deciſive en- 


* gagements, and in burning. the villages, ſpoiling the ha rveſt, and ſlaughtering the 


hulband-men, had contrived a way of managing ſo, as to render his very victories 


« equal to ſo many defeats. laſtly, the inhabitants of the ſouth of the Ganga, ex- 
| © hauſted with. eternal ravages, and yearly migrations, panted after ſome- releaſe - 


4 from their - toils, and wiſhed to live henceforward in lalety, and in a freedom 


© 


1 from endleſs apprehenſions in their homes.“ To all theſe motives may 


be added that his own inclination was now for peace: he pronounced a ſentence 


of the Coran relative to the ſubjeft, and wrote to Mir-djaafer-qhan, giving him leave 


40 to ſend ſome truſty perſons to Mir-habib' $ camp ; - and he. agreed that ſhould any 


The two partiex 
tired of a twelve 


years wars 


man of ſenſe and charadter come from that general with Tach propoſals as 


would 
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d would be found admiſſible, they would be liſtened to; or elle the .envoy would | 


have leave to return in all ſafety.” In conſequence of this conſent, Mir- 


g Djaafer-Qhan | returned Mir-Habib's envoys in company with two others of 


pany Mir-djaafer-Qhan's two envoys; 


his own, namely Mir-Haſſen-Aaly and Mir-Gho8ſs-Aaly, Theſe two gentlemen in- 
formed Mir-Habib that Aaly-verdy-Qhan conſented to liſten to an agreement; 
and that it was now his part to pitch upon a proper perſonage for treating properly 
of an affair of that moment. Mir-habib, who did not expect ſo much condeſcen- 
dence, no ſooner heard of this intelligence, which he thought to be an unexpected 
piece of good luck for him, than he acknowledged it to be now incumbent upon 
him to carry on his ſhoulders the trappings of obedience. and ſubmiſſion to Aly- 
verdy-qhan, and to approve himſelf ſubmiſſive to his commands. Pleaſed with 


this overture, he appointed Mirza-Salch, a gentleman of character, to accom- 
and he gave him-order to avail himſelf 


of that nobleman's mediation, to gain acceſs to the Viceroy's preſence : the 
.envoy had orders to profeſs © his maſter's ſubmiſhon to his highneſs his com- 


c mands, and his firm reſolution henceforwards to be obedient to whatever 


„ he ſhould be pleaſed to preſcribe.” The envoy having been introduced by 


"Treaty of peace 
with the Mar- 
Battas. 


Mir-djaafer-Qhan, whilſt the Viceroy was encamped at Catwa, had the honor 
to pay his reſpefts, and to follow his ſtirrup, that unerring guide to ſucceſs and 
victory; and it was in his retinue he arrived at Moorſhoodabad. 


Aly-verdy-Qban being now arrived in his capital, received a reſpeAful letter 
from Mirza-ſaleh where it was ſet forth that his maſter was now all ſubmiſſion 
to his commands; having taken a fincere reſolution to approve - himſelf hence- 
forward his obedient ſervant. Some time having been ſpent in queſtions and 


anſwers, in a few days the treaty of peace was concluded; and it was on the 


following terms : 


That Mir-habib, deemed henceforward to be in the ſervice of the Majeſtu- 
« ous 


[ 685 1 
* ous in battles, ſhould be inveſted by bim with the honorable office of de- 
© puty to bis bighneſs in the Nizamet or military government of the Province of 
„ Ogreſſa: that as deputy-governor, he ſhould receive orders to appropriate the re- 
venues of that province to the payment of the arrears' due to Rhago-dji-bhoflah's 
* troops: that over and above that aſſignment, the ſum of twelve lacs' of 


„ Rupees ſhould be payed to Rhago-dji's agents yearly, under condition that 
* the Marhattas would never ſet their foot again within the dominions. of his 
G highneſs :” “ . Laſtly, © That the Mootuſuddies and the  accomptant-office of 


Bengal, would pay yearly the above ſum:“ 


© That the river Sonamakia, which runs by Balifſer-bender, ſhould hencefor- 


« ward be reputed to be the wall and boundary betwixt the two dominions, 


and that the Marhatta armies would never offer to croſs it, or to put a foot 


* in its waters.” 


Theſe -conditions CONN been notifyed to Mir-Habib, were accepted by that 
General, who ſent a paper under his hand and ſeal in the form of in obli- 


gation, to Aly-verdy-Qban; and the negotiation being now concluded, the envoy 
Mirza-ſaleh was honored with the appellation of Muſaleh-eddin-mahmed-qhan *, 


decorated with many favors; and diſmiſſed wich the patent of the treaty, and 


with an 2 a ent of f inveſtiture, * ſeveral other preſents for his 
maſter... 


This treaty of peace reſtored tranquillity and ſecurity to all the campaigns in 


Bengal; and as no apprehenſion remained of any invader, or of any com- 0 


motion 


= This 8 may be rendered by the words nee, of the. troubles 2 kae, or by thoſe of che 
Lord- ne gotiator of the a 
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 -motion from abroad, Aly-very-Qhan made a great redudtion in his army! and then 
turned his views entirely towards rebuilding villages, tilling abandoned lands, 


he appointed to the Fojdary of the caſtle and province Radja-ram-ſing, who had 


to follow her lord's fortunes as far as Lucnow; but the latter having been lain 


from that dangerous country, and to repair to Azimabad with all her fortune, 


TG 1 


cheriſhing the huſband man, and recalling to their homes the inhabitants of an 
infinity of towns, plundered and ruined by the Marhattas: he made the caſe 
of the people as well as of the nobility the foremoſt care of his mint; and 
as henceforward the town and province of Midpapvr were to belong to Bengal, 


been hitherto the commander of: the body of ſpies in his ſervice: an office in 
which Ram-ſing.was-ſucceded by his brother Narkin- +6. "DOM ee 


It was about is time chat Rabiah- Begum *, * daughter to Hadftabmed, and 
conſort to Ata-ollah- -Qhan, made her appearance in Bengal : this Princeſs on her 
Kilband's being baniſhed from Aly-verdy- Qhan's Aeminte had thought proper 


in a battle in which he fought for Nevot-riy. againſt Amed-Qhan-Bangaſh, the 
Princeſs availed herſelf ſo well; of her being a niece to Aly-yerdy-Qhan ;-and ſhe 
placed ſo appoſitely ſeveral .rich preſents, which the diſtributed to the. grandees of 
Lucnow, and to the Zemindars of thoſe parts; that ſhe found mean's to retreat 


Fiches, furniture, children, family and dependants, great and ſmall ; from Azim- 
abad ſhe went down to Moorſhoodabad, where ſhe took- up her abode under the 
[ſhade of 88 her glorious uncle's n It was about this time 
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This Princeſs was ſiſter of Amnah-begum, (mother to Seradj-ed-d681ah), and alſo of Gahaſity- 
bibi, conſort to Neyaziſh-mahmed-qhan, nephew and ſon-in-law to Aly-verdy-qhan, Rabiah-begum 
was bkewiſe mother to Banni-begum, deceaſed ſome years ago : all names celebrated in the amorous 
chronicle of Moorſhoodabad, for an infinity of curious adventures that need only a Chaucer, or a la- 
"Fontaine, or a Bocace. In general the three davghters as r 3s weltas their female . . 
rity, have been lewd to a proverb. . 


Rs U 


alſo that Birs- dutt, ſaperinsendam of the Hannes of Bengal, coming to die of 


an hydropily, his deputy OS mid- ray, without being appointed Divan himfelf, was 


ordered to attend to the duties of chat high office, until Radja-Kyret-chund, 


ſon to the Riy-Riyan Aalum- hund, who had been at the head of the Qhalifſah- - 
office in Shudjah- Ohan's government, ſhould himſelf arrive, and take poſſeſſion of that 


charge: this Radja Kyret-chund, having ſome knowledge of grammer and ſyntaxe, wrote 
the Perſian more correctly and more elegantly than uſually falls to the lot of 
Gentoos; and he had for ſome time been Divan or Prime Miniſter to Zin-eddin- 


ahmed-qhan at Azimabad, as we have already mentioned in the foregoing pages. 


After his Maſter's death, he attached himſelf to Ata-ollah-qhan, whom he ſerved 
25 his Divan, and from whom he parted at Banareſs, where he remained: from 


thence he was invited over by feveral civil letters which Aly-verdy .qhan wrote him, as 


an acknowledgment for his having conveyed to him certain important information, 
relative to the finances. Being arrived, be was received vith diſtinction, honoured, 


vith a rich Ohylaat in inveſtiture of the Divanſhip of all Bengal, and at once put in 


poſſeſſion of that office, where he thought proper to continue Omid-ray, as his depu- 


ty.  Kyret- chund being ſon to a miniſter who had long been at the head of all the 
accounts 6f Bengal, and was therefore furniſhed with many important papers, ſoon 
found means to prove undeniable balances againſt ſeveral Zemindars, and ſome 
other perfons of high rank, but chiefly againſt Djagat-ſeat and the Radja of Bardvan :, 
thefe were all confeſſed ; and the whole, amounting to one Coror and ſome lacs, was 
payed into Aly. verdy-qhan's treaſury ;'to the diſcoverer's great credit, and to his 
maſter's great fatisfaRtion : who henceforward repoſed an unbounded confidence 
in him. The new miniſter ſhone in the full zenit of power and influence for two full years, 
after which falling fick of an Hemorrhoidal diſtemper, he quitted this life of firife 
and contention, and departed to the other world. On his death-bed he recom- 
mended Omid:riy for his ſucceſſor; and as this man bore a good character, and 
had already acted as deputy for a length of years, he was honoured with a Ohy- 
laat, decorated with the title of Ray-rayan, and appointed head of the AQhaliſſa 
or accomptant General's Office. | To 


© 


e, 


An immenſe 
but glance long 
forgotten, re- 
ered for trea- 
fury by a Gen» 
too miniſter. 
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To theſe two deaths, we mult join that of Mir-habib's, who being now inveſted 

with the ſupreme command in O8reſla, came to Have it in his option whether he 
ſhould diſmiſs or keep that multitude of Afghans which were in the Marhatta 
ſervice; for ſuch of the national troops as were left in O3reſla, were unler tie 
immediate command of an officer, related to Rhagodji, but who was under Mir- 
habib's orders, and could do nothing without directions from him. That general, who 


had the whole management of the money ariſing from the revenues of that pro- 
vince, and the diſpoſal of the twelve lacs received from Bengal, uſed to ſet a part 
ſome of thoſe monies for diſcharging the arrears due to his Afghans, and tranſ. 
| mitted the other part to the treaſury of Naigpsr; ſo that for a year and ſome 
months he paſſed his days agreeably at Catec. But at the end of that time, Djanodj, 
| elder ſon of Rhago-dji- bo lah, having been ſent to Catec, inveſted with the office 
| . of deputy to his father, and of commander in chief of all the. Marhatta lorces kept 
| on foot for the defence of the Province, fortune turned. her back upon Mir-habib. 
| As there were numbers of perſons jealous of. his great power, and the M8teſſeddies or 
| | men of office, eſpecially could not bear that general's ſtritnefs of command, and. his 
* impFriouſneſs of temper, they incenſed the young Djanoji's mind againſt him. The 
young prince, who preſumed much upon his own opinions, and did not always 
pay an implicite obedience-even to his father's commands, ordered Mir-habib to 
render his accounts: he ſent for that general, made him over to the accomptant's 
office; and that old ſoldier who had commanded. during. his: whole. life, was now. 
obliged to paſs the whole day in. hearing queſtions and. giving anſwers. Unfor- 
tunately for him, his troops were at ſome ditance from the Marhatta camp, where 
he actually was; and, what proved- ſtill more unlucky, moſt of the people that 
had come in his retinue, being tired with the length of the fitting, had gone 
about their private buſineſs: ſo that in. the evening there remained but few. of 
his people to attend his perſon, Djanodji ſeeing. this, retired under pretence of 


"TIA 4; 


performing his Sans. and left the Banglaw * empty, where the Markatta 


ſoldiers and officers immediately crowded, and ſent the general word, that unleſs 


he gave an account of the monies which he had received, and unleſs he left a 
bond under his hand for the balances which he had appropriated to himſelf, he 


would not bave leave to depart. The general who truſted to his long and mert- 


torious ſervices, and to his high influence with Rhago- dj, made cheap of Djanodi- : 
order; and he wanted to get away with the few people about him, ſenſible that as ſoon 
as he ſhonld have eſcaped to his own camp, no one would think of getting him from 
thence: but although he brought a variety of excuſes, he could not extricate himſelf 
out of the claws of his deſtiny. It was now midnight; and the general convinced that 
words and reaſons would be of no avail, put on his cloths ; and with his ſabre in his hand 
(this being now the only weapon left in his power), he exhorted the forty or fifty men 
chat were with him, to fight manfully, and to cut their way through the enemy: for 
he had concluded that without an expreſs order from the young prince's father, matters 
would have not been carried ſo far with him. The Marhatta troopers, encamped 
round his Banglaw, formed an oppoſition to his retreat: a diſpute enſued; and 
both parties proceeding to blows, Mir-Habib, who was on foot and . unarmed, and 
had but a handful of men, was ſlain as he was pulhing forward with ardor ; and 
every one of his followers was either killed or diſabled, A few that remained alive, 
although grievouſly wounded, were made priſoners. Such a fatal event having 
ſoon come to Rhage-Gji's knowledge, could not fail highly to incenſe that Prince 
againſt his ſon, but it was too late; and the unfortunate Mir-habib, after ſo many 
years of toil and expeQation,was ſnatched from the world, at the very time 
he was preparing to eat ſome of the fruits of that tree which he had planted 


with ſo many pains and dangers. Doubtleſs ſo untimely a fate had been ordered 
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A Banglaw is a building occaſionally run-up with 9 matts, and thatch; and this in a country 
bleſſed every where with that moſt uſeful of all reeds ; the bamboo, or as the natives call it 9s, 3 is eaſily 
done in few days. But there are Banglaws worth ten thouſond rupees, 
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many violences he had been exereing all over Bengal by himſelf or by others 
and irrevocably loſt in an inſtant the- hopes of- 4 whole life of toil and fatigue. 
veſtiture of the government of O8refſa both from Aly-verdy-Qhan and from Rhago- 
dji: he received a double Ohylaat, and paſſed his time quietly enough; but far. how- 


ever from ſhewing that firmneſs of command, and that. authority. of perlon, ſo 


conſpicuous in. Mir-hadib. Nevertheleſs. he made a ſhift to go on with a difficult 


pendent of the government of Naigp8r, without the leaſt N delerence to that of: 


Radja Djankiram, the deputy-governor of Azimabad, departed this life, and vas 


Le 1]. 
by. providence i in compilation. for the many ferailics he had ruined" in his ware, 
and the many bouſes he had deſtroyed in his incurſions: in one word for the 


theſe ten years paſt: he fell, without having yet-taſted..of the fruit of enjoy ment, 


After his death, Mirza-ſaleh, the late negotiator of the peace, received the in- 


adminiſtration, where he was obliged alternately to employ threats and diſſimulation 


and forbearance; but in either caſe however be reckoned himſelf totally de- 


„ 


Bengal. 
This year likewiſe, and it was at the end of 1165, or at the beginning of the next, 


ſucceeded by another Gentoo, Radja Ram-naran,. ſon to Reng-laal. This latter 
gentleman had been from his very youth bred” in Aly- verdy-qhan's family, where 
he had been firſt ſecretary to Zin-ed-din-ahmed-qhan+ at the very beginning of 
his adminiſtration : from thence he was appointed Piſh-car or precurſor or deputy 
to the Divan of prime miniſter of Bahar; and in Djankiram's time he roſe ſo high, 
as to be promoted himſelf to that high office, in which he exhibited ſo many abilities 
in clearing up the accounts of finances, and ſo much fidelity in managing its receipts 
and expenditures, that he came to be worthy of no leſs a ſtation than that of deputy- 
governor of the Province of Azimabad. He received the inveſtiture of it in a rick 
Qhylaat, to which was added a ſerpich, a ſabre, and an Elephant. This -promo- 


tion of a Gentoo was followed by another: It. was that of Radja D818bram, 
| E 3-4-1105 e . 
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who in Djankiram, his father's time, had been deputy-divan of the muſters at 


Moorſhoodabad, and was reputed one of the truſtieſt men in Aly-verdy-qhan's 
ſervice. On his father's death, he received with each of his three brothers a 


Qhylaat of mourning; and in a few days more he received another that ap- 


pointed him Divan of the muſter; in his own ſole name; and as he had given 


the world a great opinion of his abilities and integrity, he was deſired by Radja 


Ram-narain to act as his agent-general at the Court of Moorſhoodabad, and to 
tranſact there for him every buſineſs that might require a queſtion or an anſwer, 


or any other diſcuſſion about whatever concerned the adminiſtration of Azima- 


bad. 


Aly-verdy-Oban, now. fully employed in pacific occupations that- tended to- 
promote the welfare of his people, paſſed his days - pleaſently but regularly. 
Every day of the week was. appointed. for ſome particular buſineſs, or ſome par- 
ticular object, never to be interfered by any other: a diſtribution of time which 
he had always affefted, and which greatly contributed to. diſpatch and regularity. 
In the winter N he uſed to repair to Radj-mahl, where he enjoyed the plea- 
ſures of hunting the .ſtag, and the tyger: (a diverſion of which he was: particu- 


larly fond) and after having ſpent his mornings in it, he amuſed himſelf with animals | 


fighting together, ſuch as cocks of Decan, and of Elephants. At theſe hunting parties 
he was always accompanied by. his ſecond nephew and ſon-in-law, Sayd-mahmed 
qhan, who never failed. at ſuch. times to. come down from P8raniah, and ſome 
times dutifully accompanied his uncle as far as Moorſhoodabad, - where he took 
that opportunity to make a viſit to-his elder brother, Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, as 

well as to. the conſort and three ſons of his younger brother, the . unfortunate 
Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan. This year. in particular he had a further motive to re- 
pair to. the capital, where his elder brother and his conſort. Biby Gahaſſity were 
intreating him to linen to the wiſhes of Nefiſſa-Begum, who wanted to marry Aga- 


* her adoptive ſon, to one of Sayd-ahmed-qhan's daughters; and exerted every 


, | | nerve 
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nerve to accompliſh that end. The Prince bad now brought the intended bride, 
with all his friends, relations and kinſmen, and every preparative relative to the 
wedding; when lo! the ceremoney was at once ſuſpended by the premature death 
of Ecram-ed- d68lah, younger brother to Seradj-cd-d68lah; a youth who had been 
adopted i in bis very craddle by his uncle Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, who never had 
any child of his own. The infant was bred with the tendereſt care under che eyes 
of his adoptive father, who doated ſo much upon fhim, that a ſtranger would have 
taken him for the moſt impaſſionate lover. He died of the ſmall pox, which proved ſo 
virulent, as to amaze all the beholders. The moment he ceaſed to be, a general 
ſcream and howling, not unlike that which ſhall riſe at the laſt judgment, broke forth 


from every part of the palace, and it was echoed by thoſe that roſe in Aly-verdy- 


qban's palace, and in thoſe of all his relations, all of which became inconſolable. 
This mournful accident having ſuſpended the match, the father with the bride 
returned to P8raniah. This loſs made a deep impreſſion on the adoptive father's heart: 
he henceforward loft all reliſn for the world: became reſtleſs and often giddy ; ſour in his 
temper, negligent in his dreſs and perſon; and totally alienated from every thing, but 
the tender objett of his ſorrow, In vain did his conſort, in vain did his venerable uncle 
try every method to reconcile him to life and enjoyment : numberleſs paſſetimes and 


amuſements were daily offered to his ſight: all in vain: the inconſolable lord ſeemed 


inſenſible to any other feeling but that of his loſs. Some months after, and it was 
on the day of the ſacrifice, that day of rejoicing and freſh clothes for all mankind, 
he was viſited by Aly-verdy-Qhan, who requeſted, but in vain, ſome change of appa- 
rell on ſo great a ſolemnity : The affliQted man proved deaf; and the Viceroy ſeing 
in what condition he was, ordered him to be ſhifted in his very preſence; he alſo di- 


_ reQted his conſort and all the ladies of his ſanctuary to appear in his preſence with 


clothes ſuitable to ſo great a day, ſo as to attract ſome attention from him by ſuch 
a ſpeQacle. The man ſubmitted to every thing; but as ſoon as he was leſt to bimſelf, 


be threw. away his turbant, dropped his new clothes, and fat diſconſolate in his 


| late (qualide apparell, the very pilure of deſolation and deſpair, He would ftrike 


his 


1643 
Ris Hands on his head and face, weep bitterly, wad vent his gfief in the moſt 
piercing kamentations, interrupted now and then by deep ſobs. I have been d 1/loy= 
a! to my love, did he ſay, wringing his hands together, I have parted with him : 
have been a faithleſs lever: an ungrateful friend, but ay: will repair my negleft— 
It was in this manner he went on conſuming his days, a prey to grief and un- 
utterable woe. At laſt it pleaſed the Almighty comforter of the affliged to pro- 
vide ſome relief for his mind: a lady that had been attached to the deceaſed 
young prince, and had been left pregnant by him, was in few months brought 
to bed of a ſon; and this lucky event was ſeized on by Aly-verdy-qhan to alle- 
viate his nephew's ſorrow. In compliment to his grief, the infant was in his very 
craddle decorated with. the rank of fix thouſand horſe, and the title of M8rad-ed- 
do8lah „or the wiſhed for of the Empire. No inſignia, no mark of elevation 
and eminence were ſpared for him: he had his fringed Palki, bis Nagara, (or 
kettle drum) his inſignia of the fiſh, his ſtandards, and even his Naleti and Takt- 
Revan, or moving throne. The patents of all. theſe diſtinftions having been 
ſupplicated long ago from the imperial court, were now carried by the Viceroy 
himſelf to his inconſolable nephew, who ſtruck with the newneſs of the ſight, 
turned his eyes upon the child, amuſed himſelf with its ſmiles, and by degrees 
conceived a fondneſs for him: and no leſs than ſuch a conſolation was requiſite 
to make him go on with his own exiſtences. And now to dignities and founding 
titles were added employments: the ſuperintendency of the buildings (which is 
an office of importance) was confered on the child; and a retinue of mace- 
bearers, menial ſervants, gentlemen-uſhers, ſecretaries, equeries, horſes, and camels 


and elephants, as well. as a ſeraglio, having been provided for him, all propor- 
tioned 
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* This prince, who is. a handſome man, with all that beauty of features heriditary in that family, lives 
now at; Moorſhoodabad; where he enjoys a penſion of five hundred rupees a month from the Engliſh, os 
whom ſo. much ill is ſaid, ſo much more is ſuſpected, and who yet have ſupported and relieved every per- 
fon remaining of that inimical family | 
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tioned to their lord's fize ;. the child and its G iminative houſhold weld ſome- 


times carried along the frects, . «forced a diverting {.eQacle to the whole city. 


Some perlons of charadter and diſtin Aion having, been thought of for ſuperin- 
tending his education, and ſome. others for watching over its amuſements, or 


partaking of i's pleaſures, thoſe offices came to be ſou ghe for with a deal of 


emulation, as being deem: :d a ſure road to preſerement. It was 11 this manner 
the diſconſolate man was beguiling his ſorrow and grief; but yet, ſince tue accident 
that hal deprived him of his darling, he ſeemed to be dead to the world: no 


liſe ſeemed to remain in him; and not only his own perſon was verging to a 


ſenſible decay, but his very family, and indeed the whole of Aly-verdy-qhan's 
family, was withering viſibly from that very time. Doubtleſs the recording hand 


of an attentive providence had entered in its regiſters the behaviour of Hadji- 


ahmed to Ser-efraz-qhan's family, after that princes's death: behaviour overlooked 
by Ali-verdy-qhan his brother. Hadji-ahmed had rent the veil, the ſacred vel], 
that hung over the deceaſed's inner moſt houſhold : he had caſt a prying eye 
throughout his ſanftuary : had given way io a prophane longing for ſome ladies 
of his bed; thrown a criminal hand upon ſome of them; and carried others 
away by main force, Nor were all thoſe enormities taken notice of by the 
Viceroy, his brother, who unaware, or more probably unmindful, of his having 


become by his victory the ſupreme magiſtrate of the country, had the mean- 


| neſs to wink at ſuch atrocities; and as other exceſſes and other enormities had 


been exerciſed alſo over the deceaſed's children, ladies, family, dependants and 
private eſtate; ſo, a like treatment had been inviſibly ſet a part for the perpetra- 
tors ; and an avenging providence, that had minutely recorded every one of thoſe 
exceſſes, now came upon the vittorious family for a full retribution, and a 
chaſtiſement in kind. In the zenit of the conqueror's power, ſuch infamies and 
lewdnefſes came to be practiſed by ſome females and other perſons of his family, 
as cannot be mentioned with decency, but effectually diſhonoured his family for 


ever. All his daughters, as well as his beloved Seradj-ed-d68lah, lapſed into ſuch 
25 | E 
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a flagitious condud, and they were guilty Ouch a variety of ſhameful exceſſes, 
as would have diſgrace totally any perſon” whatever, ſtill more perſons of their 
elevated rank and ſublime Ration. It was this darling of his, this beloved Se- 
radj-ed-doSlah, who by running up and down the ſtreets, accuſtomed himſelf to 
hold ſuch vile diſcourſes, and to commit ſuch unaccountable aftions, as amazed 
every one. Patrolling every ſtreet and every lane with a cohort compoſed of 
Aly-verdy-qhan's children and grand-children, he fell into an abominable way of 
life, that reſpefted neither rank, nor age, nor ſex, but was calculated to prepare 


from a far the ruin and deſolation of that ſublime building of fortune and ſovereignty neee, 
U 0 | 


which it's founder had been rearing with ſo much toil and danger. No notice Crt IM 


#0 | 3 . mily, and above 
was taken of fo flagitious a conduct; and it was on ſuch repeated connivances al, of his 


that the young man commenced a courſe of enormities that afforded materials ed. 468i. 
and adminiſtred fuel, to the overtaking vengeance of an unerring obſerver. This 
conduct, which Aly-verdy-qhan overlooked in that infatuated young man, turned 
out to be ſo natural in him, that at laſt he became fearleſs, and was committing 
daily exceſſes and violences of all kinds, not only without the leaſt remorſe, but 
alſo without the leaſt reprimand. He made a ſport of ſacrificing to his Juſt almoſt 
every perſon of either ſex, to which he took a fancy; or elſe, he converted them 
without ſcruples into ſo many objeAs of the malignity of his temper, or the frolicks 


of his inconſiderate youth. And having by this time provided himſelf with a number 


af 


of followers conſonant to his mind, he commenced a courſe of inſolencies, in- 
famies and profligacies; and either out of that ignorance, incident to that age, or RE bo 
becauſe of an ardor natural to his conſtitution, (although really it was becauſe of 
his perfect reliance on his uncle's forbearance), ſuch a courſe of life became in 
him his real character. This is ſo far true, that he was obſerved to be low. 
ſpirited and melancholy, wheneyer he fell ſhort of opportunities to commit his 
uſual exceſſes and enormities; and they became ſo cuſtomary to him, that he 
afted all along without a grain of remorſe, or a ſpark of recolleQtion. Making 
no diſtingion betwixt vice and virtue, and paying no regard to the neareſt re- 
| | | | | lations, 
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lations, he carried defitement mherexer he went; and like a man aliauated in 
his mind, he made the houſes of men and women of diſtintion the ſcenes of 
his profligacy, without minding either rank or flation. In a little time be became 
as detcſted as Pharao: people on meeting him by chance uſed to ſay Gad fave 
28 from him! and his inſolence and pride growing to a height by impunity, he ſet 
at nought the important ſervices rendered to his uncle and family by both Hoſſéin- 
c8ly-qhan, and his brother Hiider-aly-qhan, and he undertook to put them both 
to death: this was his coup-defſay; and to inſure ſucceſs. to his deſign, he made 
uſe of ſome art to gain the heart of a young man, who having had mighty 


diſputes with the officers employed by Hoſſcin-c8ly-qhan, deputy-governor of the 


province of Dacca, had come over to Moorſhoodabad to complain of them, and 
bad found means to lay his caſe before Nevaziſh-· mahmed - qhan, who concerned 
himſelf in his behalf: his name was, Aga Sadyc, and his title, Sadacat - mahmed- 
qhan, ſon to Aga-bakyr, a conſiderable Zemindar of thoſe parts. Seradj-ed-d68lah 
engaged him to return to Dacca in order to kill Hufſen-eddin-qhan, nephew to 
Huflein-c8ly-qhan, and the- latter's deputy of Dacca: a young man who for ſome 
reaſons had fallen into a melancholy, that had diſordered his ſenſes. The man 


did exactly as he was. bid. Such a murder committed ſo bluntly, ſtruck a terror 


and conſternation in the mind of all, the inhabitants of that great city, who 
concluded that an action of that high nature would have never been perpetrated, 


| had not ſome perſon of the firſt rank afforded: it countenance: ſo that every 


one remained ſilent and thoughtful, until it became known that the perpe- 
trator had no order, and no voucher in his hand; he was. therefore ſet upon by 
the inhabitants and by the friends of Huſſein- edly-· qhan, who miſſed the murderer, 
but by miſtake killed his father Aga-bakyr. The ſon having eſcaped ſo great a 
danger, fled to Moorſhoodabad; and by ſuch a ſtep threw. away both his peace 
of mind, and the ſafety of his perſon, This affair was put up with by: Seradj- 
ed-do8lah for the preſent; but it was only for the preſenti; for he ſoon found 


means to concern all the W his family in his reſeniment; and his grand- 
mother, 
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mother, confort to Aly-verdy-qhan, went fo far, as to afk leave to pat to death 
the two obnoxious brothers, meaning Huſſéin-cgly-qhan, and Hiider-aly-qhans 


The old Viceroy, by one of thoſe neglefts that cannot be aſcribed to any thing, 


but an unavoidable fate, contented himſelf with anſwering that ſuch an affair 
could not be done without Nevazſh-mahmed-qban's conſent, 


This, the Grand. mother undertook to procure; and after having extorted her huſ- 
band's tacite conſent, ſhe applied to het ſon-in-law, by his conſort, who was her 
daughter. This Princeſs, although ſo nearly related to Seradj-ed-d68lah, bore him an 


ivincible hatred : but at that time there had happened a little miſunderſtanding 


between her and Hoſſein-c8ly-qhan for an inconſiderable ſubje&, which it would 
be improper to mention *; and ſhe was fo diſſatisfied with him, that ſhe joined 
her mother in perſuading Navaziſh-mahmed-qhan. The latter, who had been at 
all times a weack man, and now was diſcontended with both earth and heaven, 
gave his conſent to an infamous action which contained in itſelf his condemna- 
tion in this world and in the other; the more ſo, as he was an intimate friend of 
Hoſſein-c8ly-qhan's; and oaths and promiſes upon the glorious Coran had inter- 
vened between them, that he would at all times take as much care of the life 
and honor of his friend, as he might of his own. All theſe preparations being 


over, 
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* What the author calls an inconſiderable ſubject, is by no means an inconſiderable one for ladies: 
Hoſin-e8ly-Qhan, who was, what they call in Engliſh, a handſome ſtout black man, had quitted this 
Princeſs, for her younger ſiſter, Amna-Begum, of amorous memory, mother to Seraj-ed-d681ah. But there 
was another ſubje& of diſcontent between her and the handſome ſtout man, although it looks ſome what 
ludicrous; the ſtaut man had the talent of fencing with either hand; and whilſt actually in intrigue with 
Gahaſſity-Biby, the wife, he had a great deal of buſineſs to tranſact with the huſband, who was an im- 
potent man, addicted to feminine joys. This huſband was Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, eldeſt nephew as well as 
ſon-in-law, to Aly-verdy-Qhan ; and he had more than once ſerious quarrells with his conſort about the 
ambidexter nobleman. There are at Moorſhoodabad to this day ſ-veral perſons who remember of 
ſharp Dialogues that happened on that very ſtrange ſubject between the huſband and the wiſe; but ale 
though they are exceedingly curious, and not quite uncommon in this country, they prove however ta 


be of ſuch a nature as Engliſh paper would not admit. 
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Ih forhis Coup- 
deſſay, murders 
two illuſtrious 


brothers, 
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over, Aly-verdy-qhan. to fave appearances, as 'he fancied, and to conceal his: 


ſhare in the perpetration of the crime, went to Radj- mahl, on pretence of a hunting 
party. This hunting coming to the ears of Sayd-ahmed-qhan his ſon-in-law, he re- 
paired thither from P8raniah, to pay him his reſpe&s; and it is that nobleman that 
did me the honor to preſent me to Aly: verdy- -Qhan :. this prince was pleaſed to. 
make much of me; and he ſeemed defirous to attach me to his perſon; but fate 
did not allow him time; and as I was already provided for, his defire did not take 
place; but it is very probable, that had I repaired to his capital immediately after: 
Sayd-ahmed-Qhan's demiſe, he would haye amply provided for me to the utmoſt, 


of my wiſhes, and in a manner ſuitable to my rank in life. But Aly-verdy-Qhan, 


died ſoon after; and it became too late to avail myſelf of his good will, And 
thanks be to God, that I was not reduced to the neceſſity of appearing at a new, 
door. After ſuch a digreſſion, which the reader will pardon, we ſhall return to 
the thread of our hiſtory. 


Seradj-ed-d68lah then on his-grand-father's departure, made a- viſit to his uncle 
Nevaziſh-mahmed-Ohan, and having received his conſent, he was returning home 
in the evening; and. this was in the beginning of year 1168. But as .Hoſſcin-, 
c8ly-Ohan's houſe lay full, in his way, and that. poor wretch, Who expected his 
death theſe many days, had conſtantly kept himſelf at home, he ſtopped at the 
gate, and ordered that both brothers ſhould be brought forth directly. Hoſſein-c8ly- 
Qhan, warned by the throng at his gate, fled, and took ſhelter in Hadji-mehdy's 
houſe, which -was cloſe to his on; and he deſired him to go immediately, and to 


gird notice to Navaziſh-mahmed-Qhan ,{whoſe gentleman. uſher, Hadji-melidy was) 


of his friend Hoſſein-c81ly-Qhan's danger. Thither,, Hadji-mehdy went immediately; 
but receiving no favorable anſwer, he was returning home in a dgjetted ſtate of 


mind. Mean while the ſatellites having broke into the man's - houſe, and into 


the adjoining ones, ſoon found Hoſſcin-cBly-Qhan, whom they brought to their 


maſter. That cruel, relentleſs, remorſeleſs monſter, no. ſooner caſt his eyes upon 


bim, 


„„ 
him, that he ordered his being hacked to pieces; and he was hacked to pieces 
accordingly; it was in 2 manner that unfortunate man drank up his cup of 


martyrdom. His brother, Haider-aly-Qhan, who was blind, being brought in the 
| ſame manner, was made a partaker of his brother's fate. But as he was an 
antient warrior and a valorous man, inſtead of deſcending to ſupplications and 
tears, as bad done his brother, be gave his murderer foul language, /and loaded him 
with taunting reproaches, in which he ſeverely reflected on his perſon, his mother, 
and his family: thow worthleſs fellow ! ſaid he, it is thus that thou mur dereſt braue men? 


he was not ſuffered to ſay more, but was inſtantly cut down. 


The innocent blood ſpilt in that oceaſion, proved as fertile in troubles, as that 
of Siavuſh of old: it produced a ſeries of events that proved fatal to that power and 
dominion, which Aly-verey-Qhan had been rearing with ſo much bodily labour, - 
and ſo much toil: it lighted up a blind fire which ſoon after theſe two murders, 
commenced emitting ſmoke; and which breaking out in flames at laſt, deſtroyed 8 
in its progreſſeſs all that numerous family; and extending its ravages far and near, 


conſumed every thing in thoſe once happy regions of Bengal, proſtrating and over 
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whelming totally thoſe rich provinces which it has reduced to a heap of aſhes, and 
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yet ſmoaking coals: it verified that tremendous ſentence once revealed to the 
. "100 | 
Prince of . meſſengers :- fo halt thou have done, ſo Malt thou receive. * 
ä 5 1 : & - * o 5 $ - | bi | 
After that unhappy tranſaction, Aly-verdy-Qian returned to his capital; and his Noble ne- 


X . | | | | h th 
ſon-in- law, Siyd-ahmed-Qhan, took the road of P8raniah ; but the latter was uneaſy --— oo 


in his mind, and thoughtful at what he had ſeen, and heard lately; and as this had 
put an end to all the confidence which he had hitherto repoſed in both the uncle 
and the nepheu, he reſolved henceforward to ſpare nothing that might ſecure him- 
ſelf in his poſt; and it is from that moment that an avenging providence commenced 
providing materials for its future exertzons. But as it 1s the faithful hiſtorian's 


duty to aſſemble ſuch events as are come to his knowledge, and to. ſpeak of them 
| on 
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preciſely as they ſhall have happened, without being byaſſed by either envy or 


love, and without flattering either ſide or party; ſo J repoſe ſo much confidence 
in the candor and equity of my generous readers, as to flatter myſelf, that with- 
out ſuffering their minds to be darkened by the duſt of diſcontent, they ſhal} 
abate in behalf of the poor man (me) ſomething of the pundtilious delicacy of 
their taſte ; and that they ſhall over look all the blemiſhes of this hiſtory in favor 
of its ſincerity and exattitude : I flatter myſelf, I ſay, that they ſhall cover the 


writer with the cloak of forbearance, ſhould they judge the writing itſelf unwor- 


thy of their praiſe. 


Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan ever fince Ecram-ed-d6lah's demiſe, had fallen into a 
courſe of deſpondence and ſorrow, that inceſſantly prayed upon his ſpirits ; ſo 
that he was ſeldom himſelf, and ſeldom eaſy or in full health. After xa 
length of time ſymptoms of an hydropſy were diſcovered upon him. A little be- 
fore that diſtemper had declared itſelf, the phyſician Aly-naky-qhan the Isfaha- 
nian, ufed to fay that the diſtemper was preparing to. make its. appearance, and 
that now was the time to provide againſt it by taking more care of his perſon, 
or never; but the diſconſolate lord continued as inſenſible as uſual. Aſter the 
diſtemper had declared itſelf, his conſort and friends intreated him, but to no 
purpoſe, to allow himſelf to be taken care of. Matters growing worſe, Aly-verdy- 
qhan ordered him to be brought to his palace, together with his conſort, and 


his whole family and dependants, without excepting the women that were con- 


neQted with his nepheu, and in particular Bhag-bhai, a favorite attriſſe “ and ſome 
/ . 
others, 


* _ — 


* This woman who had contracted in the ſeraglio an intimacy with a young eunuch, came out 
with him on her lord's demiſe, and lived with him full thirty years, upon what jewels ſhe had 
_ received in preſent in her days of proſperity, She died, as die all women, that attach themſelves to 
a much younger man than themſelves : ſhe ended by being often beaten ; and died of ill uſage a2 
much as of a broken heart. | 
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others. As foon as he arrived, he was made over to the phyſicians: but as it is 
in vain for a man to arm himſelf with a bucler againſt the ſhafts of deſtiny, the ſick 
lord's condition became worſe and worſe ; and ſigns of an approaching diſſolution 
made their appearance. His conſort, who although aQually in her father's houſe, 
trembled left Seradj-ed-d681lah ſhould confine her in that very palace, now reſolved 


to provide for her ſafety; and putting herſelf in a covered chair together with her 
dying huſband, ſhe carried him to her own lodgings, where the ſick man payed no at- 


tention to that change. But on the evening of the day in which he was to 


depart this life, he aſked what day of the week would be to-morrowg and being 


anſwered, it would be Monday, he expreſſed his joy and ſaid: a pleaſing day! J 
will be joined to my love. And whether he gave directions accordingly, or that 


his people payed a regard to his attachment to the young prince, it is certain 


that he was entombed cloſe to him. He died the thirteenth of the ſecond Reby, 


in the year 1169 of the Hedjra; and his ſecretary has encloſed this date in a 
chronogram in verſes which he compoſed on the occaſion. As ſoon as it was 
day light, his body was attended by the prince of the learned, Mir-mahmed-aly- 
fazyl (whoſe learning may God preſerve!) by Aly-verdy-qhan himſelf, and by all the 
relations and kinſmen of that family, as well as by the principal perſons of the 
city, Joined to an infinity of perſons of all ſexes and ranks. After purifying the 
body according to law, and pronouncing over it the cuſtomary prayers, they 
took it up, and carried it alternately Gpon their ſhoulders, to Moty-djil, a country 
ſeat which he had built higſelf and much embelliſhed : there they depoſed it for a 
while in the moſque which he had raiſed in that palace's garden; and then they com- 
mitted it to the ground cloſe to Ecram-ed-do8lah, in the veryyard of that moſque. 
The moment they firſt raiſed his body from the ground, ſuch a cry and ſuch a ſcream 
broke out at once from an infinity of men and women, as ſeemed to rend the air; it 
was ſuch as had never been ſeen or heard on the like occafion at any time before. But 
there is no wonder if he was ſo much regretted : he uſed to ſpend thirty-ſeven thou- 


ſand rupees per month in charities to old impotent perſons, whether diſtant rela- 
tions 
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tions or not, Whether acquaintances or ſtrangers; and this was over and obove the 


ſtated penſions that were borne in his books. Theſe ſecret charities were every firſt day 
of the month put in ſmall cloth bags of ſeveral bigneſſes, and ſealed in his preſence ; 
after which they were ranged in ſeveral claſſes upon large trays or covered tables, and 
entruſted to eunuchs and truſty old women of h glio, who carried them round 
from houſe to houſe to each reſpective — God's mercy reſt upon him 


for ever! His compaſſion to the diſtreſſed, the impotent, the orphan, and the friend- 


leſs, was ſo extenſive, that he ſurpaſſed in beneficence every member of a family 


' where that quality ſeemed to be of natural growth. He was fond of living well, 


and of amuſements and pleaſures : could not bear to be upon bad terms with any 
j one; and was not pleaſed when a diſſervice was rendered to another. Every diſ- 
treſſed widow and orphan of the city of Moorſhoodabad, ſeemed to him to be of his 
family: if any one of them had no certain livelyhood, or if having any, it proved 
k inſufficient; or if ſufficient,. it was liable to fate impediment; any perſon of 
ſuch a deſcription was ſure of finding a patron in him. All ſuch perſons were 
ſure to be relieved, and relieved with an exattitude, and a modeſty that ſeemed 
| ſtriving to oblige handſomely. He was averſe to flattery, and difinclined from thoſe 
| rules of ſtate, and thoſe airs of reſervedneſs impoſed on perſons of his high rank. 
| He loved to live with his ſervants, as their friend and companion, and with his 
| acquaintances, as their brother and equal. All his friends and acquaintances were 
admitted to the liberty of ſmoaking their Hoccas or Pipes in his preſence, and 
| 0 to drink coffee, whilſt he was converſing familiarly with them; and he made 
it a point to oblige them, without making a parade of it; and alſo to grant a favor 
| | in ſecret, for which he had excuſed himſelf in public; and had aſked their 
pardon. One day Naky-C8ly-Ghan, ſon to Hadji-abdollah the hiſtorian, a man 
of letters who had been Divan of Burhanpoor in Aoreng-zib's time, having 
interceded for a S&yd, who was now in priſon, at . Dzehan-qhir-nugur for a ba- 
lance of fix thouſand rupees due to government, and which he could not pay: he 
repreſented “ that it would be a pity that fo worthy a Seyd ſhould be in penances, 

| whillt 
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* whilſt ſo many thouſand rupees, to the. double and even the quadruple of that 
„ ſum, were monthly ſpent in alms and in charities ; and he added that it was 
ce to be hoped that the above ſam would be forgiven the man, and alſo that he 
ee would be ſent for to the preſence, and provided for.” This ſhort requeſt had its 
full effect on that beneficent nobleman: with evident figns of emotion and pity, 
he ordered that letters of pardon ſhould be immediately diſpatched for that man, 
with orders to ſend him to Moorſhoodabad ; and he returned thanks to the inter- 
ceſſor for having put him in mind of ſo meritorious a piece of work. May God 
bleſs you, ſaid he, for your having brought ſuch an action in my way, and procured me ſuch 
a happineſs! if the crown-officers prove dilatory, give me notice of it quickly, that 1 
may provide againſt their malice, and deliver that poor Seyd from that ſcene of evil 
and affliction. Such inſtances of his benificence were without number, and they 
are remembered by all to this day. My mother having been obliged to quit 
Patna in order to go to Moorſhoodabad, where ſhe had ſome particular buſi- 
neſs, carried her whole family thither, to wit my two younger brothers Séëyd- 
aly-qhan and Ghalib-aly-qhan, as well as her daughter's hufhand Mir-aſſed-aly z 
and finding herſelf obliged to remain in that city longer than ſhe expected, ſhe was 
ſome what at a loſs how to ſubſiſt honourably. That bleſſed man no ſooner heard 
of this, than he undertook her ſupport: and without waiting for any prayer or 
recommendation, he of his own accord ſettled upon her a plentiful and honour- 
able penſion ; and beſides that, he made her yearly preſents of precious ſtuffs fit 
for her perſon and family, eſpecially of thoſe that were beſpoke for his own 
family in quantities at Djehanghir-nugur, Maldah and Nediah ; and as Ghaliþ- aly- 
qhan her younger fon, was of the ſame age with his adoptive ſon, Ecram-ed-do8- 
lah, he took a pleaſure in carrying him together with the young prince to his 
country ſeats and gardens, in his parties of pleaſure. In one of thoſe parties, a 
dance-girl of the troupe in Ecram-ed-do8lah's ſervice chanced to take a liking 
to Ghalib-aly-qhan, and was now and then in her very performance dropping a- 
morous glances at the young man; who being himſelf ſo very young and fo un- 
expe- 
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experienced in what might be right — wrong, and withal ſo expoſed to all 
the inadvertencies incident to humanity at that age, uſed to return the glances in 


the ſame ſtile. The young noblemen of the ſame age, who accompanied Ecramed-do8- 
lah having obſerved that riſing intelligence, were fired with jealoufy and emulation, and 
they gave notice of the matter to him ; ſo that he quitted the garden with apparent 


marks of diſpleaſure. Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan) informed of this, ſent for my mo- 


ther, and with the. greateſt gentleneſs and eircumſpettion, he mm her notice 
of what had happened; and added that in his opinion the beſt way to prevent 
the two children from falling out together, would be to keep her ſon at home 
for ſome days. Ecram-ed-dod8lah, who in thoughtleſſneſs and violence of temper 
was a true copy of his elder brother, Seradj-ed- d6$lah, did not ſeem fully ſatisfied 
with that retreat; and to give himſelf the merit of having repreſſed his anger 
out of complaiſance to his adoptive father, he was heard to ſay in his preſence, 
te that yeſterday Ghalib-aly--qhan had fairly eſcaped out of his hands; elſe, added 
« he, I would have killed him on the. ſpot.” Theſe words having been ſeveral days 
together ſucceſſive repeated in his prefence, the good natured lord comprehended 
that the ſpeaker wanted to feel his pulſe on the ſubject; and loſing patience on 
the ſubject, he ſcreamed out by the thirty chapters of the word of God, had you 
killed him, I would have cut your throat with my own hands: after this ſudden flaſh of 
reſentment, he recovered his uſual tone of voice, and aſter having ſpoken with 


all that tenderneſs which he conſtantly ſkewed him, he gave him a ſevere repr1- 


mand. Ecram-ed-d68hh ſurpriſed at a ſpeech that proved ſo contrary to his ex- 


pectation, wept much and ſobed much, and then ſaid “ you would have killed 
« me for him, then? yes, replied the bleſſed man. I ſee no great difference betrees 
e you and him: 'you are ſon of one fiſter of mine, and be is ſon of another.” Ecram- 
ed-do8lah hearing a language to which he was not accuſtomed, cooled by degrees, 
and repreſſed his anger. Such was that bleſſed man's temper; and it muſt be 


acknowledged that the care he took of another's life, where his own heart was 


' fo deeply concerned by the ties of an attachment that even exceeded the moſt 


impaſſi- 


Less 4 
impaſſionate love, could not ariſe from any thing elſe than a peculiar excellence of 
character. But there is here a ſtill ſtronger proof of it: He was fond of a famous 
actriſſe or dancer called Bag-bay : her rank in his family was next to that of 
his conſort; 'and to oblige him, the princeſſes of his kindred paid her much re- 
gard and much defference ; but my mother (may God long keep her ſhade ſtretched 
over my head!) who was haughty and ſometimes of a ſtrange temper, could 
not bear to ſee her, and would not even converſe with her on any account. 
Now it muſt be obſerved, that it was cuſtomary for him in ſpeaking to my bleſſed 
mother to make uſe of the expreſſions hear lady, cr hear, bly. Bhag-bhai, having 
inadvertently made uſe of the ſame expreſſion, my mother flew into a paſſion, 
and ſaid: © who art thou, woman, that thou ſhouldſt dare to ſpeak at that rate? 
© this way of ſpeaking becomes ſuperiors, when ſpeaking to inferiors, or maſters 
% when ſpeaking to their dependants : but thou art in neither predicament : look 
* at this maid of mine yonder: I ſet no great difference between you and 
« her: if there be any, it is in this, that ſhe wears a few trinkets of filver and 
e gold, and that thou weareſt many gems and much jewel-work.” Bhag-bhai ſtooped, 
and did not anſwer a fingle word : but ſhe was deeply wounded, and ſhe complained 
bitterly to her Lord. His anſwer was, that ſuch was that lady's temper ; that ſhe knew. 
it: and why then did ſhe pu herſelf in ber way ? My mother went home, with an 
intention to return to Azima-bad; and ſhe for a long time abſtained from going 
to Court. But ſuch a ſeparation was more than the bleſſed man could bear: he 
ſent perſons of diſtinction to ſooth her mind; but all in vain; till at laſt he ſent 
her this meſſage: pleaſe to come of yourſe: elſe, I declare to you that we ſhall 
go, Biby Gahaſſiy and myſelf, and by all means Hall bring you along. My mother on 
this meſſage, repaired to the palace, where he received her with the higheſt diſ- 
tintion, requeſting her to be reconciled to his family and houſe. She anſwered 
that ſhe wanted to repair to Azim-abad. And why /o, replyed the worthy man, 
with a melting tone of voice? Why ſhould you inſiſt upon leaving us? No one has 
aid any thing  diſagreeable to you : you have of yourſelf taken offence, and have ſaid 
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whatever you had a mind to. At this moment his conſort Gahaſſity Biby, who had 
her cue, made ſuddenly her appearance: ſhe was: in-company with Nefiſſa-begum, 
mother to the late Ser- efraz- qhan, a Ptineſes who was treated with the higheſt re- 
gard by the reigning family. Pray, Siſter, what is the matter with your anger, 
ſaid ſhe ? And what is the matter that you are fo angry. with' your brother ? 
What he tells you ſeems ta be right; and yau, ſiſter, wholly: taten up with a” quarre! 
of your own making, do not mind ail the uneaſineſs you give him. | To all this my 
bleſſed mother continued to pay no attention, ſeemingly intent only on aſking 
and obtaining leave to be gone: upon which the good natured man aroſe 
from his meſned, and went up to her: well then, ſaid he, I am guilty! 7 925 
guilty ! And now I come to your feet to obtain my pardon. Theſe words over- 
powered my bleſſed mother : her ſenſibility broke forth into a flood 'of tears, 
and ſhe poured a torrent of bleſſings upon him. She got up, uttered a 
fervent prayer that God Almighty might n his days, and his power, and 


ſhe promiſed to remain. 


It is ſuch an amiable character that ſhe is now remembering with ſobs and 


regrets; and it is ſuch a ſurpaſſing goodneſs ſhe is mentioning at times with floods 


of tears, in which with a voice interrupted by the ſobs of deep felt woe ſhe 


often ſupplicates the moſt merciful of the moſt merciful to make him- an - ob- 
jekt of his forgiveneſs. His kindneſs was no leſs conſpicuous with the family and 
deſcendants of Aga-mirza, who was a ſon of the learned Doctor Medjliffi, with 
whom he had been acquainted, ſo early as the reign of Shudjah-qhan, at which 
time Aga-mirza was then in the ſplendor of his power and influence. He took 
fuch care of his deceaſed friend's children and conſort, the latter of which was 
a daughter of Naky-c8ly-qhan, that no one would be more careful of his own wife 
and children, On hearing that his friend had died in his boat, on his coming from 
Dacca, where he had an office of importance, but when he heard that the fa- 


mily was not in good circumſtances, he ſent for the relict and her two ſons, the 
one 


ES 1 01 =p 

one Mirza-hatyr, indithe other Mirzacabdollah- (whom may this my Tatute'reach 
intire !) and took ſuch eare of them as, to ſurpriſe even thoſe that were acquaint- 
ed with the gogdrieſs of his heart. He appointed Eunuchs to 'inſpe& their con- 
duft, and maſters to tekch them the Grammar and Sciences; and he added to thoſe 
cares à penfiow'of ſeven hundred rupees per month, over and above ſeven hun- 
-dred more © which he allowed the mother: to all which he uſed to join in 
both ſeaſons a profufion of precious ſtaffs, which were always uſhered with this 
exprefſion : theſe can only fit your maids: but 08 them fer my Ch Doubtleſs 
ens e e ieee eilen: . 2907”; 1 | 


: 
Ty : 


| "+ Lind. fuck. A mariner.(as that 3 you die, 
e WVFour virtues ſhould make you live a new in the remembrance of mankind.” 

7 AS;; I, the poor man, was upon the moſt; intimate footing with that nobleman, 

- as; well as with his brother Sayd-ahmed- qhan; and I had a perfect knowledge ef 

their charaQers, and ways of life, I can vouch for the foregoing two ſtories ; (one 

olf which happened in my on family): and of ſuch ſtories there may be a thou- 

Aand: for he had a thouſand ſuch acquaintances, on whom he beſtowed his care 

and money in ſo generous a manner, that he kept it as a ſecret. But it is no leſs 

: certain that there was no orphan and no widow in the city, that did not partake 

. 5 ſhape or other of his bounty and munificence; and how far he had carried the 

benignity of his temper, may be conceived from this particular, that at his death 1 

the city of Moorſhoodabad looked like an immenſe hall filled with people in 
mourning; and that an infinity of perſons looked upon his death as an irrepa- 

rable loſs ſor their own families Lare — — 1 


His ſecond. brother, whoſe name was Mahmed-ſiyd, and whoſe titles at length 
were Naſſy r-el-mulk- -fayd-ahmed-qhan- bahadyr- ſoglut- djung, had a charager that 
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REI the middleway between his two brothers: he was handſomer than either, 


| faperior to both in 
I any at all. In. 
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| —— equal in moſt, and tel inferior in few, 
„ riches and influence, he vas inferior to his elder brother 
Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan; and in that ſenſe he was likewiſe inferior to his younger 
Srother Zin- eddin · ahmed: quian, to whom the poſſeſſiom ofthe important government 
of Azimabad' naturally gave a great luſtre; z he was. however ſuppoſed to) be richer 
than him. Biit:on:thei other hand-he- was-thought to be ſomewhat below that ſtand- 
ard in proweſs andanilitary talents although undoubtedly ſuperior in thöſe reſpects 


to his elder. In the ſweetneſs of his deportement, and alſo in knowledge and 


ſcience, he was ſuperior to both; but in firmneſs of temper, and iin acutencſs-of dif. 

cernment Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan- ſurpaſſed both his brothers. Sayd-ahmed-qhan 

in his youth had been much addifted to amuſements andypleaſares, that is, he was 
'fond' of the company of fine woman, and delighted in ſeeing: dancers and actriſ- 
ſes and ſingers; but this turn of mind having brought upon him the diſgrace which be- 

fell him in Catee, he ſo far corrrected his way of life, that inſtead of thoſe diſſolute 
men that had been always inhis company, he attached to his perſon: a number of 
Friends diſtinguiſhed' by tlieir birth, their virtue or their knowledge ; and inſtead of 
- paſſing his life amongſt” dancel women and actriſſes, he only indulged not and” then 
in looking or liſtening at their performances. About one hour before day-breal, 
and after having performedsthe uſual evacuations and ablutions“, he went through 
his devotions, and then ſate in ſtate in the great hall, where he gave EY pub- 
lie audience twice a week, to afford an opportunity to every ſuitor of Speaking 
to him. The ee he abſtained. from, all * _ were . days in 

1 : ind aoment. og 24il.:.boadool. bedzboomitoobM. 40 tio. 5:he 


o A = LAY 2 * - 
* * 9 7 * 4 * 
„nen _ | 1 m1 rt Ter 15 Iii (T3 3&1! 18 
4 1. > on 41 13 2 7 LL 4 , 1 kd & ER ES 120 10 ( n - : 4 - Ls 
« # - s 4 


898 Th 8 0 oy * 
By * . S Fg TE * a — 
* x 5 411 ' IT vs LF 454 mr £7 


The Mahometants cannot commence their prayers (and theſe recur five times a day) without 04” pre- 

- vicuſlythe tuo hands, the mouth, noſtrils, face, top of the head; neck fd ears, arms, and feet, in a certain 

1 manner and with certain ſort prayers. But. in caſe of a ſudden prayer (and his-cannot;be-dune but if ſtanding 
or on | horſeback), then the ablution may. be diſpenſed with, I his ablution is only the e dayly and uſuul one: 
Ata lone of ang ber nature, which always muſt pretede the fofmet when a man has cohabired with a 
a is going to charge the enemy, &Cc.. and it conſiſts in plunging or waſhing the. body with certain rites: 


f 


« ** 
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the wee, where he Tpoke of nothing elſe ; and then he divided his time in che 
following manner: In the morning his friends were admitted and drank: coffee: 


with him; after which were admitted his acquaintances and others, ſome of whom: 
ſate only a little, and others withdrew immediately after haying made their bow. 
Aſter this, he ſate ftill two hours more, and then retired to an apartment reput- 
ed belonging to the ſanctuary, and where none were admitted but old females. 
of the ſeraglio, and truſty eunuchs: the Moutuſuddies and heads of the ſeveral 
offices remained without; but -occafionally ' tranſmitted by the hands of the eu- 
nuchs ſuch of their papers as required his peruſal or ſignature: theſe he perufed in 
private and in filence; and after having examined the contents, he returned them; 
ſigned, or rejected, as he thought proper: and mean while, his friends, and the 
principal perſons of his court, amongſt which was alſo this moſt inconſiderable of 
mankind, were ſiting without, in a hall ſeparated from his cloſet by a curtain. 
His ſecretaries alſo attended there, and occafionally ſent in their minutes by the 


hands of an eunuch; and theſe being returned after ſome correſtions, were tran- 
ſeribed fair, ſent in again to be ſealed by the ſeal-keeper, then attending, and 
returned again to be diſpatched ; the poſt- maſter always attending with a number 
of couriers, ready. At about ten oclock dinner was ſerved up, and it was 
always accompanied by a number of tables and trays covered with victuals: 
theſe were always brought ready, and diſtributed in the houſes of his friends 
and acquaintances, to ſome every day, to ſome, twice a week, to ſome others 
once a week, and to very fewtwice in a month: this was a ſtanding rule that 
required no new direction. Whilſt the ſuperintendant of the kitchen was arranging 
theſe tables, and expoſing them to his view, the civilians and heads of offices 
ftood up, and after having ſent; in their reſpetts by the miniſtry of an eu- 
nueh, they withdrew to their homes. After dinner he uſually took a nap, and 
then rifing about. noon, he went through the uſual evacuations and ablutions, 
made his noon prayers, and then read ſome chapter of the word of God. At 
about three o clock, he performed his third prayer, and then came into the, public 

| hall, 


to theſe were added the Secretary Ray-churamon,. Djaafer.c8ly-qhan, keeper 
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hall, where he converſed with learned and: eminent men, ſuch'as Gholam-yabia 
and the Mufty-Zya-ollah, and Mir--vahed; and the Moluvy or doctor Lal- mah 
med, and Shek-hedäiet-ollah, and Seyd-abdol-hadi: with theſe he confered upon. 
ſome. point of ſcience, often upon his own Coran, of which he would read a: 
paſſage, which was explained and comented by Mollah-gholam-yähia, to which 
others added their opinions and obſervations. He uſed; to ſay. that at his age. 
t to make new: acquiſitions: in matters of knowledges was almoſt impoſſible: 
e that he was ſatisfyed with what little he had of, it, and wanted no addition; but. 
« that reading and comprehending matters of knowledge ſeemed to add new. 
life to his exiſtence; and that he was ſo accuſtomed. to that way of life, that. 
« when.the conferences did not take place, as uſual, he reckoned himſelf. to have. 
« that day ſuffered a great. loſs: in his treaſury, and was uneaſy until it was. 
« retrieved and: made up.” Asthe was exceedingly kind to me, the laſt. of men, he. 
always inſiſted on my being preſent at the conferences, and he was mightily pleaſ- 
ed with my obſervations and illuſtrations.. In voyage on at home, he ſpoke now and 
then to others, but ſeemed- particularly to hang en what J, che moſt- inconſiderable 
of mankind; would ſay; and he expreſſed at all times ſo much | eſteem for me, 
that his oldeſt acquaintances and friends uſed to wonder by what art and. magic 
this new man had acquired ſo much aſcendant upon hime; and how. the prince 
was at all times ſo ready to quit the company of others, to go to him. The cons» 
ferences uſually took- up two whole hours, after which admiſſion was given to the moſt 
conſiderable of his friends, ſuch as SEif-aaly-qhanz brother to Séif- qhan and ſon 
as well as he, of Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Cabul; Roh- eddin--huſſèin-qhan, another 
ſon of Séif-qhan's, and a young nobleman wick whom he had contracted an 
alliance; Naky-aly-qhan, my younger brother; and Mir-aly-yar-qhan ſon to Scif- 
qhan's ſiſter: all illuſtrious perſons to whom he uſed to+ join Radja-adjaib-ray, 
His prime miniſter ; and after his death, his. ſon Radgja-ſchudj-ray':. he admitted 
alſo the heads of the paymaſter's office, as well as thoſe of the light artillery: 


of. 


LA 

of the treaſury,. and ' Mirza-difd-- the Qbanfaman or ſteward: all theſe. 
uſed to ft a full hour, and after expoſing what they had to ſay, they took 
their leave; and then the prince quitted the hall, and entered his-ſanQuary, where 
with ſome favorite ladies of his he would take an airing in chat fine garden, 
hich he had enclofed; or he mounted with them upon mall poneys richly adorned, 

and rode vith them up and down the encloſure; The evening being come, he per=! 
fornied is fourth prayer; and then was attended by ſome favorite aAriſfes; dancers! 
and ſingers of his; "elſe; he remained alone, and was entertained with ſome 


curious and diverting" ſtory or tale, which lulled him t6 ffeep; and this was at 
about nine or ten o'clock. This rule of life held regulhrly the whole year round 
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without exception He was naturally! a ſweet tempered man; and civility was ſo 
natural to him, that for fult ſeven years, in which-I have been in his ſervice, F 
never remember tos have heard him ſay a harſh werd to any one, (whether high 
or lou, or to have ſeen him guilty of an improper abtione He was pleaſed with 
magnificenee; and fond10f living nobly; and although his revenue was greatly 
inferior to that of his elder brother Nevaziſh-mahmed-quan, who vas theſe many 
years in office, and whoſe treaſures of courſe muſt have been greatty above his 
ſtandard; yet he was his equal in jewels, ſilver and gold furniture, as well as in 
elephants and” ſome other articles: appertaining to the higheſt” ranks; and theſe © 
appeared at his death, when the treaſury was found to contain forty- five. lacs in 
flver, and, if L welt remember; about one e of. Efhreſſies'® : nor was the jews 
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If we reckon twenty-five lacs more for elephants, horſes, carriages, camels, and boats, &c. &c. the 
aggregate of thoſe ſams will amount to more than one coror: add/to this ten laes more in houſes,” gardetis, - 
furniture, apparel, .artilleryz ſtores and arms; and alſo the ſums expended i in cloths and jewels within the 
. feraglio (non is that a ſmall article; and the whole: muſt amount to a /aving of twenty lacs a' year (for we 
muſt omit the hrſt year, and make ſome account of the outſtanding debts in the Tat): Add to all this 
we ſtanding expences fur ſeven thouſand Infantry and as much Cavalry; tlie artillery; a fleet of boats; 
⁊ numerous Sourt receiving ſalaries; — ſw/e hundred women; er e and infinity of 
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<.office found to contain leſs than thoſe ſums in jewelb, in gold and filyer-farnt- 
ture, and in precious ſtuffs; he had alſoa great number of GE and _ 


1 and other sims, ih plemy'; and dl fe dee eee e 
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k _ canis hie vas then zn“ his an apartmem with a number of ladies be- 
„ bind the curtain) he teck into his head to make me a preſent of an elephant, 


for he was that day very merry, and amuſing himſelf with the apparatus of 
the Buſunt-panchmi, or feſtival. uſed. in introducing the ſpring ſeaſon. He had 
with him in the cloſet; an old! man called Mir-maho8h-aaly ;; who was extremely 
attached t him; having been his acquaintance fo early as the times when he 
4 came in Bengal with Hadji-ahmed, his father, in queſt- of a livelyhood. There 
j was no other perſon at all in the apartment, ſave. a few menial ſervants. An 
eunuch came out of the cloſet and called me up; I went in, and made my bow; 
on which he deſired me to be ſeated; and he commenced! converſing on a va- 
riety of ſubjetts; after ſome time {ſpent in this manner, it was anounced in a 
high tone of voice by, Hazyr- aly-qhan, (a flave of his houſehald, and now a man 
1 of importance, for he was ſuperintendant of his hall of audience), that Mir-ſol- 
| tan-aly-qban, who had been [honoured with the gift of an elephant, was waiting 
at the gate of the hall of audience, and, ſhould. it be his highneſs's pleaſure, 

would juſt ſhew himſelf from afar, make his bow of thankſgiving, and be gone 
immediately. To which the prince conſented; and that ceremony being over in 

. 2 moment, he turned again to me, and aſked me whether I had ever ſeen his 
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ans cloths 090 or ben as a 8 of Wee that een gm ge to a thouſand rupees 
per month; and this aggregate of expences cannot be rated at-leſs than Forty lacs more: in all fixty lacs ; 
(and the tranſlator has been aſſured by writers of his treaſury,” that his-revenue ' amounted to ff? eight 
Lacij. Fifty eight lacs l here is then a decay incredible, as being paſt all computation and all con- 
jecture; for although ſame fifteen years ago Rei: eddin · mahmed · qhan uſed to tranſmit yearly from thence 


— {eleven lacs to the treaſury of Moorſhodialiad, bd \oxetiim that PSraziah' cannot yield now (1786) 
| above 4x or ſever lacs a years 


elephant-office 7 My Lord. Qhan, a be, 7 wn vans your Sale of them, - I 


anſwered that 1 had ſeen bis elephants, and chat they were numerous and of 


uncommon bigneſs and beauty: cri then, added he, you mißt look over them again, 
and chuſe any one you -fyeafe,, as { intend: to compliment you with it. Il the poor 


1 


man, on this compliment got up made a profound bo and anſwered, “ that 
*, the expreſſions with which he had been pleaſed to uſher his noble preſent, were 
in my apinien worth a gift of his whole elephant · office; but that the riding 


an ſuch an animal, required a certain ſtate and a ſuitable retinue; and although 
* Ithad been by the ſpecial favour of his highneſs amply provided with an honourable 
ſubſiſtanee, and was perfectly ſatisfied. with it; neverthelefs I did not think 
that my time for riding on an elephant was come as yet; and- that when that 
ce time ſhould be 'braught | forth by his, favour, it would be time then to 


* think of elephants.” The turn I gave to my excule was taken- much notice 
of, and he ſmiled, but ſaid nothing, Some time after, there came intelligence 


that Ab8i-manl(8r-qhan, Viceroy. of A8d, was. arrived. at Banares, probably with a 
| view to invade Bengal. Aly-verdyqhan upon this intelligence rote to bis nepheu at 
| PSraniah 0 march out with his army, whilſt himfelf ſhould, ſet out on his ſide 1 in his way 
70 Azimabad:; , Sayd- ahmed: qhan intent on his preparativgs, commanded: me to raiſe 


good body of infantry and cavalrx: I anſwered What Iwould, but that as-\P8raniah: 
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2 news eape 1 afier, „ bad eee proper t to. return 
o A8d, his Capital z, ſo. that the ſuſpicions he had raiſed in Bengal, ſubſidipg by his. 
| departyre, the ney | levies were all diſmiſſed, to.the; great diſcomfort of the com- 
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| mar ders, who, after having, wiſhed for ſome war. and ſome diſpute, were now re- 
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4 duced 10 the. Goo ty, of, making. intereſt tor: their being, kept in pay. But he 
 kept,only. ge and wepty, Afghan troopers, be being excellently mounted, were 


** body:guardss As 19. anylell, beariog, of this general reform, 1 
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preſented. him a paper e « whether At” was not his pleaſure that 1 
„ ſhould' diſmiſs my own new levies alſo, Whieh were numérous enough?“ Ju 
. anſwer to my queſtion, he wrote at the bottom theſe words: « why does his il. 
* luſtrious lordſhip trouble himſelf about theſe matters ꝰ let there be to- morrow a 
* general review of kis corps, and then their fate ſhall be determined“ The next 
Wn I carried all my: people to the review: he looked at them all, but or- 
dered that they ſhould be kept in pay, and he moreover added the tuo and twenty 
Afghans to them; and as my corps was found now to conſiſt of abbuf eighty 
horſe and about two hundred foot, he ſigned the revieu, and then turning towards 
me, My Lord Qlan, ſaid he, I believe now that ile time ſor your riding on an 
elephant is come at laſt, and that you] ſhall have n ojeſtians to my preſenting you 


with one: caſting then his R 8 dhe elephants, he made choice of . and 
5 I ann ::24T 8 Fend 1202 yo. Aal 


preſented it to me. 
b ch ieh en c e 2 . -£ 30 
One day he heard by mere chance, that I had Tent to my venerable father then 
at Shah eres der- Goa doubtlefs in mater n jane a bin of 
„ J anſwered it Was; and 1 as it was no ſecret matter, 1 ee no dite) 
* to acknowledge it.“ He replied * what, if y you bad grven me notite 97 it? 17 migbt 
have taken a Jhare in that meritoribus attion Us your” 55 1 rejoitied, « that” there \ was 
« ho need of his raking ay näre at all, as the whole of me for originally be- 
F | + « longed to him, and bad Yeciued to me from his bounty: And that as to the 
9 modiciy of it, , my fortune being all of his own beſtowing, could n not be but known 
«to his highneſs.” He filed, and türning towards my banker, then 'preſent, who 
was alſo his caſh-keeper, © be otdered Him ts charge the b bill of exchange to 
his debit,” and to refund the money to me. 1 Soo a waar bim 
my thanks for his manifold bountiés. This ver was ſoon followed by another. 
There was a certain diſtrict called Serip8r; the rent of Whith was ed at a 
one hundred and cighty and fome thoufand rupees v and he EhediVed? Wichbut 
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any. application from: me; and even withone: my knowledge, the .deſign.offbeſtowing-» 

the collection of chat revenue upon, me. Wich this view he pitched upon Radia 

Adjaib ray his. prime miniſter, who had been likewiſe prime miniſter to the late 

Seif qhan, and ſent him to my houſe. The miniſter brought with him two Qhylaats, , 

or dreſſes of honor, and alſo a gentleman. of diſtinction, who had long been in 

the practice of; renting and. taking to farm, the revenues of. government, and 
mongſt. others, thoſe of that very diſtrict. His. name was Sheh-amanollah. The 

miniſter ſpeaking in his maſter's name ſaid, © that his highneſs had deviſed that 

« office, to put ſome. emoluments in my way; and propoſed two methods for in- ) 
a ſuring, them: the firſt, that I ſhould now. put on the Qiylaat af. inveſtiture, and 

« charge myſelf with the collection, after. appointing. for my deputy whomſoever 

1, might have a mind to; the ſecond, that 1 ſhould put on the dreſs of inveſ- 

© titure, but appoint, the ee then in. his company for my deputy; in \ 
e which caſe the deputy would be reſponſible only to government, at the ſame time 

e that. by. a, paper. ready executed, which he ſhewed me, he would bind himſelf 

« to afford. me a penſion of ſeven thouſand rupees a year, over and above the 

et preſents and nuzurs uſual at the two holy- days, at the Des-hara and at the other 
*-cuſtomary occaſions, as the new year's, day and others; he was likewiſe obliged 

r to execute without heſitation, and as my ſervant, whatever commiſſions and orders 1 

« ſhould, occaſionally give. him.” The. latter propoſal being the leſs cumberſome 

of the two, I adopted it, as I perceived it was the donor's ſecret inclination; and alſo, 

as by inſuring me a ſmall revenue, it freed me from the anxieties and bodily trou- , 
ble of a collection. Such kindneſſes and attentions, ſo far from being uſual from 

lords. to. their dependants, are hardly to be expected from fathers to their ſons. 
inn Jo's ei ei 75 | | T 

One day that bleſſed man after having taken an airing in his favorite boat, 

took. into his head to land on the other fide of the river, his Paleky and Naleky 

remaining ot on this. ſide; and as no vehicle was at hand to land him from the boat, 

Id. be Was not accuſtomed to | walk on the board which the boatmen. uſually 
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ſtretch out from their boats to ſhore for landing people, he ſeemed at a loſs how 
to manage upon ſo narrow a bridge. On obſerving which, I advanced bare footed 
on the board, and ſtretched my hand, bidding him help himſelf with it, and 
come along. The prince pleaſed with my having gueſſed his embarraſſment, and 
with my giving him aſſiſtance ſo timely, ſmiled, availed himſelf of my hand, and 
came along; when being near the landing place, he ſtopped ſhort, and ſaid, My 
Lord Qhan, you have to day rendered me a grent ſervice by fo etching your hand. 1 
anſwered, .* that I thought otherwiſe ; and that I fancied his highneſs had ra- 
et ther taken me by the hand with intention to carry me higher.” The Prince 
laughed, and ſaid: So I hope too, my Lord-Qhan ; and I hope it ſhall come to poſs 
juſt as you have foretold. Nevertheleſs 1 muſt inform you that I reckon upon your 4. 
ſiſtance in the other world, as T do in thiss Let the virtuous take example from 
this prince; and let them obſerve how modeſtly he thought of himſelf. | If you 
conſider only the difference of age, he was about ſixty, and 1 was only twenty. 
ſeven years old; if you conſider the propinquity of blood, I was the younger, 
and he by much the elder member of the family; and if you conſider the difference 
of ſtations and ranks, he was a glorious lord of the rank of ſeven © thouſand 


horſe, and I was no more than one of his ſervants; and yet wich all this ele. 
vation, and all this ſuperiority, he made it a point to ſpeak alvays with modeſt, 
and to | oblige with the moſt becoming Nec. R 
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oe * Modeſty 3 is pleaſing and meritorious in thoſe ſeated on high, 


* But in a poor man, it is only a an appendage of his character and ſtation.” 
WD ASH 9; 


/ 


This Prince governed for full ſeven years the province of Psraniah with ab- 


5 ſolute power; | but yet with ſo much equity and attention to the welfare of the 


ſobject, that both the nobles and buſbandmen were exceedingly pleaſed With his 


2 * 11 © 
goxernment, and at al times "ready, to give it their applauſes, Retired in A 


corner, at a diſtance from the great roads to and from Hindoſtan, he had no 0C- 
caſion 


L567 ] 

cafion at all either to wage war or to travel: So that his travels went no ſarther 
than Radimahal, whither his uncle, who was very fond of hunting, uſed to repair 
almoſt every year; and ſometimes he proceeded as far as Moorſhoodabad, to ſee his 
brother Nevaziſh-mahmed-Qhan and his nephews and meces, as well as the princeſſes 
of his family. Nor did he ever ſet out from PSraniah in a military equipage, 
but on two occaſions: the firſt time it was to oppoſe Fahr-eddin-hoſſcin-Qhan, 
that ill adviſed ſon of Seif-Qhan's; the other, it was to chaſtiſe Shek-mabmed- 
Djelil, Zemindar of P8raniah, who enjoyed a good eſtate and a great revenue, but 
who was undone for having liſtened to the ſuggeſtions of ſenſelels, ignorant friends, 
by whoſe conſels he excited troubles, proved refractory, and demoliſhed his own 
welfare and family. This event happened in the height of the rains; and although 
fober advice was given that ill fated man, it proved of no avail; he was a ſtaunch 
Shya, and endowed with many valuable qualifications, - as well as inclined to do 
meritorious actions: but in this, he miſtook fo far the line of conduct which be- 
came him, as to engage in a courſe of contentions. that brought upon himſelf 
2 number of evils and diſgraces that ended fatally, and at laſt poi ſoned his exiſtence. 
To put an end to the troubles, and to bring the diſpute to a concluſion, I in- 
terfered in his cauſe by ſending perfons to ſoften his mind, and by interceding 
with his lord, with no other view, I can affure, but that of reſcuing that ſenſeleſs 
man from the evils that hung over him; but my efforts. availed nothing; and 
Sayd-ahmed-qban, againſt his own inclination, was obliged in the heigth of the 
rainy ſeaſon to put himſelf at the head of his troops in order to bring him under 
controul. The troops which that ill adviſed man had raiſed, being intimidated by 
the governor's preſence, did not dare to ſtand by him: he found himſelf at once 
plunged in a fea of diſappointment; and being abandoned by every one, he was 
overtaken by the claws of deſtiny, and taken with his family and children, and 
every thing belonging to him. He died in priſon; but as he had ſpent in ſup- 
porting troops, the public revenues he was entruſted with, an immenſe balance 
was found againſt his family; and it was repeated from his fon, Gholam-hoſlein; 

but 


but I can ſay that after Siyd-ahmed-qhan's demiſe, I intereſted myſelf fo ears. 
neſtly. with his ſon and ſucceſſor, that I prevailed upon that young prince to releaſe- 
a; youth equally innocent, and ignorant of. buſineſs, as well as incapable to pay ; and. 
I-!engaged the prince to ſend him back to his family eſtate, where he might 
uſefully, employ himfelf in recalling his diſperſed farmers, and in repeop- 
ling that half ruined country. And thanks be to God Almighty, that the above - 
ſervice was performed on my part, without any mercenary view whatever of ei- 
ther retribution or reward ; and as I hope that the reader will forgive me that 


— 


digreſſion, let us now revert to our anecdotes: about Sayd-ahmed-qhan. 


My younger brother Naky-aly-qhan was in his youth of a haſty violent tem- 


per, that never minded times or places. One day aſter riſing from Siyd-ahmed-- 
qhan's preſence, he came and ſeated himſelf in the hall of audience, cloſe to the 
prime miniſter Radja Adjaib-ray : when there entered a Gentoo of the Catry tribe, 
a man very low born in that very country, and who bore on his forehead. a 
delineation of all the troubles and evils. which he would cauſe one day. Young: 
Shaocat-djung, who was created grand maſter of the artillery of P8raniah by his 
father in imitation of Seradj-ed-do8lah who had. been inveſted with a like office | 
at Moorſhoodabad; had thought proper to make of this man his Divan and confidant; 
and the young prince's. department: being very conſiderable. by the numbers of 
cavalry and infantry attached to it, Achant-ray (and that was the man's name) 
acted as deputy to his maſter in it. This gentleman came for ſome buſineſs, and 
wanted to take his ſeat between Adjaib-ray- and-Naky-aly-qhan; the latter forbade 
him: the other proud of his office, and of his influence. with his maſter, paid 
no regard to him; and he fpoke a few words in contempt of it. Naky-aly- 
qhan incenſed at his preſumption, ordered a ſervant of his, that ſtood behind; 
to pull down that man's turbant; and finding the ſervant not ready enough, he 
pulled it himſelf, and threw it on the ground. The man ſtung to the quick hy 
ſuch an affront, quitted the aſſembly, and went in that condition to his young 
_ maſter, 


** 
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maſter, to whom | he made great complaints. The young prince was ſhocked: 
and in the firſt emotions of his reſentment he ordered the troops of his de- 
partment to keep themſelves in readineſs. As Naky-aly-qhan's houſe was over” 
againſt Shiocat-djung's lodging's, from which it was parted: only by a large ſtreet, 
ſome gentleman of diſtinction, who were his particular friends, (and ſuch was 
Mirza-ruſtem-aly, and his brother Mirza-haider-aly, with ſeveral others), hearing 
of his danger, armed themſelves, and ran to his aſſiſtance. Sayd-ahmed-qhan, 

being ſoon informed of this tumult, ſent for Laaly, the colonel, a' principal 
commander of the artillery, who had a thouſand muſqueteers, and two hundred 
troopers under bis orders, and he commanded him immediately to get his men 

under arms, and to go to Naky-aly-qhan's aſſiſtance. The officer anfwered “. that as 

he might be oppoled by Shaocat-djung, who was ſon to his lord, he was at a loſs how, 
« to manage.” Do, ſaid the prince, as you ſhall ſee done by : repel force by force. The 
prince ſent at the ſame time injunctions to all the commanders attached to the artillery 
to forbid their moving to Shiocat:djung's aſſiſtance, or their joining him in 
raiſing troubles, and that, under pain of being diſmiſſed the ſervice, and ſevere- 
iy pun ſhed beſides. The young lord hearing of their order, quitted the party, 
and repaired to the palace, where he appeared before the prince his father with 
a mot dejected countenance; and he complained heavily: of the affront put 
upon him. The prince anſwered every one of his complaints by a ſevere repri- 
mand; and Shãocat-djung, both humbled and confounded” at ſuch a reception, 
expreſfed a repentance, and returned home very much diſcontented; inſomuch 
that for a length of time, all intercourſe ceaſed. between him and Naky-aly-qhan, 
both abſtaining from ſpeaking to each other. Some months after a wedding hap- 
pened in Siyd-ahmed-qhan's family, at which both the young men were invited, 
and of courſe obliged to partake of the pleaſures and entertainments of the feaſt. 
The nuptials laſted ſome day's, at one of the laſt of which the prince roſe to 


* 


get into his ſanctuary, and he was already at the door, when, as if recolleQing 
fomething, he came back to the aſſembly, and taking his ſon by the: hand, he 


carried 


L wad 
carried him to Naky-aly-ꝗban, and ſaid theſe very words: % muck Shynefs. and 
4 ee between brothers, is guite un becoming: do you. embrace, each other, and do ne- 
commence to be Jriends again upon new terms, May God Almighty. in his goodneſs 
forgive that worthy man! and may he allow him to repoſe in a, corner of his 
manſions of mercy ! Sq much goodneſs. and fo much benignity, 1 never heard 

of in the character of any prince, nor of any lord conſtituted. in power and 
dignity ; nor has he ever been equalled by any one in theſe heavenly qualifica- 
tions. May God's forgiveneſs and Mercy. be forever Le: his departed foub! 


Amen. 


34 : 1 1 4 


We have faid ſomewhere — 5 Abdel. afy: beg, my Se eee; uncle, * 0 
obliged to ſeek his fortune, as far as the Imperial court ; but it was his ill for- 
tune to advance very little his affairs by ſuch a long voyage, aithough he had 
all the qualifications requiſite for attaining the higheſt dignities, and he was 
much be friended by the Vezir Zulficar-djung, fon to- the late Sadat-qhan: he 
therefore turned his views towards Mahmed-c8ly- qhan, a young nobleman» who 
was ſon to Mirza-mohſen, and nephew to Ab8l-man{Br-qhan ; and he lived ſome 
time in the ſociety of that young lord, who after the victory gained over the 
Afghans, (victory in which Nevol-ray loſt his life), became his uncle's deputy 
in his government of A8d. But my uncle having found means to fall out alſo: with 
this young nobleman, he came to Banareſs, where he took up his abode. As 
I ſeemed greatly affected by his misfortunes and diſappointments, Sayd-ahmed- 
qhan had the goodneſs to intereſt. himſelf ſo far in his behalf, as to write preſ- 
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ſingly to Aly-verdy-qhan his uncle, entreating him to pardon che exiled com- 
1 mander, and to recall him into his ſervice. Aly-verdy- -qhan anſwered every part 
\ of the above letter, but mentioned not one word about my uncle; and. Sayd- 
ahmed-qhan, having. loſt all hopes from that quarter, thought proper in compli- 
2 ment to me, to write a letter with his own hand to that unhappy commander, 
1 in which he condoled with him upon his ill luck, but accompanied the condoleance 
with 


385 
4% 1 
with an order on his banker at Banareſs, for his touching five hundred rupees 
per month, four months of which were paid him before hand. Where are to be 


found now ſuch ſorts of men? where are they to be found in our days ? where 
ſhould they be? verſe: 


II never ſaw any myſelf: if chou knoweſt of any, pray, tell me.” 


He is gone now from us, and gone for ever! nor have we any other way of teſlify- 
ing our gratitude for thoſe numberleſs benefits which he has been endleſsly ſpreading 
upon his people and his friends in general, and upon this diſconſolate ſervant of 
His, in particular, than by remembering for ever his amiable character, and by 
pouring daily our fervent prayers to God Almighty, the pattern and ſpring of 
all goodneſs, that he may be an objed of the divine mercy, O God, take no notice, but 
of the good he has done: you naw him better than we can. Tf he has done any good, 
give him the greater merit for it; and if he has been a ſinner, turn your face from 
Bis demerites, and remember that you are the moſt mercyſul of all the mercyful *. _ 


It having been in the decrees of divine providence, that the columns of Aly-verdy- 
qhan's family ſhould be undermined and thrown down, and that this revolution, as a 
chaſtiſement, ſhould extend directly, not only upon the incapable and worthleſs mem- 
pers of it, but alſo indirectly upon all the inhabitants of cheſe once floriſhing countries of 
Bengal and Bahar, and moreover upon all the inhabitants of Hindia, (which have all been 
involved in the fate of their princes); the cataſtrophe commenced by ſubſtracting from 
the rei gning family thoſe individuals which by their perſonal merit might have propped 
che nodding edifice of all that power and dominion; and by their talents in the art ef 
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FTheſe ſentences are in the Coran, and form a part of the ſervice for the dead. 
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government, might have mployed one hand in \cruſhing the diſturbers of the public 


| peace; and the other ininſusing the. happineſs of theſe. regions. Rut what is ſingular, that: 
ehaftiſement;; and that ſ ubſtraction,. took place in the: very liſe time of the ſ ounder and 
architect of that empire and family: ſor ĩt is certain that next to Aly-verdy-qhan himſelf, 


His three nephews, thoſe three perſons beſt qualiſyed for commanding to, men, and for 


governing. ki ngdoms, were Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan,andSayd-ahmed qhan, and«Zin-ed- | 
din-ahmed:qhan: three men far ſuperior in thoſe reſpeAts to thoſe three grand ſons of 
his, Seradj-ed-d68lah with his two brothers. H ad any of the three former, ſucceededto 
their uncle, and taken full poſſeſſion of the ſovereign-power, it is indubitable that the 
downfall of theſe once floriſhing provinces, with the: conſequent; depreſſion and ruin of 
their inhabitants, would have not come to paſs with ſo much rapidity and precipitation 
as we have ſeen; but it being otherwiſe enen the decrees of divine provi- 
dence; and, the courſe of heavenly bodies producing another ſeries of events; thoſe 
three perſons departed this world under the eyes of the very man whom they were to 
ſucceed; ſo. that, the ſheets. containing the diary of-their lives. were rolled up and ſet 


by in his very. life time. Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, the third of thoſe illuſtrigus perſon- 


ages, and a prince vho in perſonal proweſs and, capacity was ſo far ſuperior to both his 


elder and younger brother, that he wanted to have the precedence over them. both, 


preceded them in. faQ, and early departing; this life, he. tagak ſhelter in the man- 


ſions of divine mercy : a death that thunder ſtruck. Aaly- verdy- qhan- his uncle, and 


made him ſay with a deep fetched ſob, that if dominion and ſovereignty had been decreed to laſt 
in his family, Hiibet-Djung (for ſuch was that hero's title) would have not died. His death 
was followed by that of Nevaziſh-raahmed-qhan,who took the road of eternity, and tread- 
ed cloſe on the ſteps of his younger brother. 1cis-after att theſe loſſes; that the author of 
theſe recording ſheets, becoming known to 'Aly-verdy-qhan, and. being often. of his 
company, heard him ſob, and lament:himſelf; and ſay that Shahamet-djung's.death (mean- 
Ing Nevaziſh-malimed-Qhan}, affe4ed-him, not like that f a ſon, but like that of a fond. 
zadulgent parent: of ſome one that ſeemed to have nurſed up the whole family. After 
this death, the old Viceroy was looking-up to Siyd-ahmed-qhan as his. laſt re- 
Þurce; and. I remember that the laſt letter he wrote to him was in theſe mov- 
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* net on a! hunting party, as formerly but to feaſt my eyes forthe 
Toft "tits. with the” fight of pour perſon; which is nom become my only remaning capi - 
ul für all the Hany luſſes and thecrdinous bankruptcies I haue ſufered ; and if 1 an 


ang terms . I un e broke Both By hes and by anew 7e & 1 5 
ohr, all in tha dort winter, (which wal aböut fix months after), repair on pur. 


mt to ive ſa long. then Bold tte inns he PATH — — of his own; : 


at-the hottom of the letter: 162 + $8316 nN Noe 1 i 5 » 3 3 
£43901 omi: l . A: as . 08 nat Shan roar! wil no; 

«5504; If eee: remain. alive, We ſhall ſew up again 0 2981855 vel 5 
* Outigarment torne by the pangs of ſorrow. * ce e Lon 
And if we ark to die, then accept our excuſe. eee gd env 

* It would IE n _ our deſire ſhould be an pace is 

AT 8001 n ) ile uni Fitne ©3361 8 40 0 15222010 


. demiſe was followed by that of his brother Sd 
ahmed-qhan, who himſelf became a traveller in the regions of eternity: that un- 


happy event took place in this manner. About two months after the demiſe of his 
elter brother he by degrees commenced feeling an acute pain in his head, at a place 


that became prominent of itſelf: and be ſuffered and bemoaned, but otherwiſe was 


ſo healthy that it never came into any man's mind that he would die of it. I, che | 


po6r "man; apprehended, ſo little danger from it, that 1 obtained leave to repair 
to" Mborſhooddbad for condoling with my mother, who [was inconſdlable of 
Nevaziſh-maltaed-qhan's death. I payed my reſpetts to Aaly-verdy-qhan at the 


ſite time, was charged with ſome meſſages to his nephew; and 1 repaired again 
to Pgraniah, where I delivered the meſſages, and found him ſtill complaining of 


that head-ache, — ſuffering | a eee 2 whenever -he had to roll his 


plying Leeches to- bis deen ould . do him good: J anſwered that loſing, ſome blood, 
and getting k himfetfſhaved, miglit afford bim ſome. relief. 2 Two or three days after 
FT oblerved ihat be had kixed, his e on the levehes, and » Mas, inſiſting on 
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4heir being ſent for: I todk che: Ubertf to cbject ein 1 he; payed: ne regard 
40 my reaſoning, and he added. that ſome vomen aid ba leaches were beſt, 
eohen. their. genitals ſeemed apparent. "I again preſumed.to reply, « that. "What. old wo- 
men ſaid did not deſerve his attention;“ that's. true, anſwered be, but yet; there 
can be. 10 nam in the application. Finding him bent on having leeches, I kept fl 
lence ; and as there is no: flying from one's deſtiny, leeches were ſent for, and 
applyed : a deal of blood and watery matter came out, but every part whene 
an application had been made, began to ſuppurate; and he now turned towards 
chirurgy: by degrees the whole neck ſwelled, and put on a ſtrange appearance; 
and it ſeemed greatly tumefied: in ſhort the ſwelling increaſed daily: and it 
was thought that the tumour being full of matter, it would be proper to procure 
* an iſſue th it:; and upon this ſurmiſe Bend-aaly the chirurgeon, was ſent for, and 
ordered to open it. But fate having likewiſe blinded the chirurgeon, the man, 
vichout examining the part, vithout making any inquiry, without corſulting che 
phyſicians, made a crucial inciſion, upon the tumour in expedtation of ſeeing 
the matter flow out; but not a drop appeared. He therefore acce ding to the 
rules of his art, put on it a poultice of pounded green leaves of Nime, and 
having bound the part with linen, he went away. At night ſome tokens of gid- 
dyneſs and ſwooning made their appearance: where upon he took away. the li- 
nen from his neck, and drank ſome roſe water, and ſome other ſtrengentheners; 
and: his pain abated: but he was exceedingly uneaſy. Mean while his friend, 
and principal officers and dependants had filled the hall of audience; and ſome 
had pitched 4ents in the * yard where 150 were preſent day and night, to- 
gether 
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„ This 3s a tree with ſmall dentated leaves, that produces a ſmall yellow Berry of a ſweetiſh 

, Gafte; all Hindians make uſe of it in topical applications, often with ſingular ſucceſs; and this practice 

of their's deſerves more attention than the diſdainful European is pleaſed to pay to it. It is 2 
arge tree of a fine green: the leave, excecdingiy bitter, the tree lofty and of the forreſt kind, de 


wood hard, brown and finely veined. 
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gether v with the phyGcfane! 1 was myſelf ſiting "ore + to the curtain; chat varied 
the hall from the cloſet; and I lived and leept on ſome bedding which I had 
ſent for. Roh-eddin- koſſtin-qhian, ſon to Seit. ban, who had theſe many months 
become an ally of the diſtreſſed prince, ſleept cloſe to! me; together with my 


younger brother Naky-aaly-qhan, and the phyſician,” Doftor-mefihi ® and ſome” 
other men of the art. There were over. againſt me two learned. men of the firſt 


Mop 


,” 


rank, who had juſt arrived from Iran (or Perſia) and who having been preſented” 
to the prince, bad been ſo graciouſly received by him, that there was no doubt 
of his intending to give them ſome office adequate to their eminent merit: theſe ; 
were Aga-abdollab, the prince of the learned ones of Iran, who underſtood all 
ſtiences, and eſpecially thoſe of the ſpeculative Kind! and the learned and Pious | 
Seyd-mahmed-turbety: theſe two learned men were fond of*corverſing with me; / 
and they paſſed every day ſome hours 1 in my corner, putting up fervent prayers 
for the prince's. preſervation; but as tliere is no partying the" ſhafts of fate, the 
wound continued to look worſe and worfe, until at the beginning of the nighs 
on the 25th- of Djemadi the firſt; ſome. detirium made its appearance: the prince 
ſpoke ſome! in coherent words, as if he had Been a Gentoo,” "This ſtrange appearance 


wo} 
„ 


ffruck Sheh-mabmed«djehan-yar, who although one of his Principal military com- 
manders, was {killed in phy flick: for- chat art Rad“ been beteditary in his family, 
ſo as to be tranſmited to bim fronr his fäther; (and as he was now aſſiſting the: 
phyſicians he caſt a look af me, at the very moment I was turning my eyes to wards 
Him: not a word was uttered' 6 on either fi de; but he went away: at this fight, that: 
tirong of friends and perfont's of \ einten all hopes," it TRAY concluded that. 


Fi. This ee abr 1 tranſlated by thoſe of lite - Meffah, | or of a My I . lite breath bor . 
Mohametans; who reckon Vaſab or Jefus as one ef their greateſt prophets, and as the precurſor of 
Mobammed, recount that his very breath reſtored to health thoſe that chanced to be within its 
influence. Nor are thoſe ſounding titles extraordinary amongſt phyſicians : they are given them by 
princes and ſovereigns; and there has been at Moorſhoodabad an 4/tab-Nadiry- a: ſun incomparable. 
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che matter that had cauſed, the. yelling 4 in the neck, had, now. ruck up into | the. 
Death of ada brain. At about the morning the pringe himſelf feeling, f ſome thing, new within. bis 
perſon, ordered che prifons, a. be. fet open, and charities to be difribured 3 in abon- 


dance : he had hardly, ſent the order, when the veiled. ones of the lanctuary com- 


| 
1 | 
| menced weeping and ſobing; and it appeared that i it was on account of his being 
| in a ſwoon. It was now ' the fecond hour after day break ; and ibis being the 


A A+ 


moment where he heard, | the call of his creator, he. anſwered; F 4 am reach d 


7 4 


| | 7 departed towards the regions of etemit y. Jt vas the eenty-fith of. the firſt 
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« The: wal has renginol pehind but he : worth wh, him a the good 
Ca ac he * done,“ Pin nn tt eek os lo 
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Wbilk be was in a. „ en hs. women wat 80 houſeliold Gert for. ol 23 
and pious men, that were in his ſervice; dab them to pronounce ſome pray- 
ers to make him recover from the fit. And on this, ſome of them went in, 
and obſerved that, he was ſtill raking-in. the. two or three mouthfuls of air that 
were yet of his portion; z but they returned immediately back, bathed in tears. 
Mir-abdol-hady, who underſtood. the Arabig perfectly, and has left 1 book which 
proves that he compoſed, i mn poetry. As elegantly | wy he did in proſe, went in with 
3 the others; and on. calling. bis eyes upon him, he was ſo truck with the appear- 
ance, that he fell down: ſenſc)eſs; ſome. eunucks and ſome women took him up, 
and brought him into the hall, where he remained ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs, Be- 
ing put into a chair and carried to his houſe, he ſeemed to recover his ſenſes: 
but about two o clock the next morning, he expired. May God's mercy and 
5 grace reſt upon that worthy Seyd för "ever! He was dorn at Dacca in Bengal, but 
| bred and educated at Shah-djehan-abad, where he made a great proficiency in 
the ſciences and the. belle-letters : he vas fond of poetry particularly, although 


e pk with eee 7 bleffed father ſenfible of his merit. ne enges; 


* 
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1 at him to come to Azim- abad, for the purpaſe of educating my 30 younger 
brothers, Seyd-aly-qhan and Ghalib-aly-qhan, (to whom may this ſalute of mine 
he wafted); and as the Viceroy Zin-eddin-ahmed-qban, who intended, to mary 
ane of this daughters to Séyd- aly-qhan, had taken him into his family, the il 


luſtrious Seyd was likewiſe taken into his family, entruſted with the young tord's 3 


education; and allowed a handſome penſion. After Zin-eddin-ahmed- quan' « death, 

he was carried to Bengal by Sayd-ahmed-qhan, who, had taken with him all 
thoſe learned men of Azim-abad, whoſe: names have been mentioned a little above. 
Thither he followed chat genetous prince, and there he ended his days in that 
ſtrange manner, which we have Juſt ſeen, He was cautious of mixing or cenyerſing 


with thoſe he thought ill educated, being averſe to their Company; and he had ſuch, 


# reliſh for ſolitude, that he ſeldom: mixed with others, but paſſed his time in reading 
een upon paetry, or in compoſing verſes: he had a partiality for m. 

converſation and company and he uſed to compliment me with this expreſſion, 
« that his caſe with me was upon à par with a poet who ſaid to a connoiſſeur z 
1 85 wu 46 906, my Ro would remain without meaning . 


1 
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The 100 af Ab ahh was ; aided; 24 purifyed by the pious Sig 
Saleh, a friend of ' Seyd-mahmed-tuzbety's, who being - freſhly landed by the way 


of Calcutta, from the ſublime gate of the tomb at Kerbelah, had juſt arrived 


at P8raniah, in company with the flower of the virtuqus, the learned Aga-abdol- 


lah : they wrapped it up with a winding fheet, which he had brought from that 


facred tomb; and thoſe two venerable men having invited a numerous aſſembly 
of faithful, then preſent, to join with them in prayers, they performed. the office of 
the dead over his corpſe; and then taking it up, they carried it by turns to 
Djaaferi-bagh, a a. pleaſant garden, where they committed it to the earth. As the 


two brothers, Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, and Sayd- abmed-gban, as yell as their own 


uncle, Aly-verdy=qhan, died within the year, at a few months diſtance from each 
other, che chronogram Aich; was compaſcd. for the. rf, might as well ſerve for 


the two others, 5 5 As 
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A foon as ti deceaſed was carried to the grave: his eldeſt ſon Susestßn 
who bad been 4 perſon of great eight and influence even in his father's life 


time, came into the bal of audience, and ptetending to be greatly affetted and 
overcome with grief, he ſhed. hypocritical tears, and, im token of defolation;, 


threw his turbant on the ground. As I, the poor man, was repuied à perſon: 


of conſequence in his father's court, I thought it incumbent upon me to act a. 


part in ſuch a moment of diſtreſs; and taking it up therefore from the ground; 
J put it again upon his head, and rolled it properly; and then I made him” fit; 


don as chief mourner: after this I introduced the principal military: comman- 


der Sheh-djchan-yar, with ſome other perſons of diſtinction, who came to con- 


dole with him in the manner uſual in Hindoſtan, to offer him theit ſervices, 


to profeſs their attachment to his perſon, and to defire his fitting en his- 


father's Meſined, as heir to his dominions and eſtate. This being done, Ten- 
gaged the young Prince to diſmiſs” every one of them with promiſes of favor: 
a moment after I fent for a tent, got it" pitched in che ball of, audience, and ap- 
pointed it for his ſleeping place during three days. The ſecond day in the morn- 
ing, I waited upon bim, and J could ſee plainly that he did every thing in his 
power to win my heart by his attentions: he obſerve that it would be proper to 


ſend a Cupplique to his grand- uncle: ; and he requeſted me to draw up the minute 


.& it. His pleaſure was complyed with upon the ſpot ; and the letter being tran- 


ſcribed fair, was diſpatched directly. But ſeventeen days before his nephew's de- 
miſe, that Prince himſelf had fallen ſick of that dropſical diſtemper which ſoon car- 
ried him to his grave; and what iS ſtrange, his nephew at P8raniah, unaware how 
near he was himſelf to his own diffolution, was bemoaning, and ſobing, and com- 
plaining of his ill luck i in theſe very words: * Now that the time is come for my doing 
cc ſomething, I am myſelf out of order.“ So little apprehenſive; was he of his ap- 


proaching fate, that he gave a dreſs of encouragement” to his agent; and ſent him 


to Moorſhoodabad with meſſages full of [kindnefs' to the principal military com- 
manders, as well as to the Srandees, of the court, and the e eitizens: re- 
0 0 com. 
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eommending 1 to him in the ſtrongeſt terms to ſpate nothing in his endeavours to 
bring them over to his party. Good God! how ignorant, how unaware is man! : 
but in fact this ignorance is one of the wheels that put in motion the pre· | 


eſtabliſhed order and government of this world: and were that ignorance leſs 
profound, and Jeſs. en 2mpleat, it is evident that the world could not exiſt ; nay 
to all appearance there would be an end of all religion, and an end of all thoughts 
«DN Tyturity, The letter made a deep impreſſion on Aly-verdy-qhan : on reading the 
letter, he ſobed greatly, and. ſaid: now that I have loft my feathers and wings, there 


remains nothing for me, but to repair 2 my maker. Having ſaid this in a mournful 


tone of voice, he anſwered the letter by condoling with the children of the de- 
| ceaſed, and by recommending to Shascat- -Gung in particular, to live upon good 
terms wich his brothers, and with allhe members of his father's family, as well 
as will all its ee, The avſwer was accompanied by a a dreſs of eee 
5. . Shadent-Jjung, b. but under condition 1 1 he ſhould converſe and cheriſh 
* all his father's friends, take care of all his dependants and ſervants, and love his 
* ſabjefs as his own children.” The letter was ſent by his chief of the kitchin, 
Mirza-zin-el-aabedin. Sha6cat-djung, who dreaded Aly-verdy- qhan's diſpleaſure, 
ſeemingly complied. with every one of the injunttions i in the letter; and putting 


both his hands upon his eyes and head in token of chearful compliance, he 


,Promuſed to obey every one of thoſe meſſages brought him verbally on the 
part of his great uncle: after which, he made a handſome preſent to the 
. meſſenger, and - ſent him back ſatisfied and well diſpoſed. All this being 
over, he in a favourable hour, aſcended the chair of ſovereignty ; and as 
ik he had waited ank for ſuch a moment, he made hafte to give ſpecimens 
af his prolligacy and ſupineneſs. An elderly woman of the ſeraglio, whoſe 
name was Däi-cgil, and to whom the deceaſed, who was a connoiſſeur in merit, 
had given the title of Dana- aunga or the phoenix of wiſdom, reſigned the ſervice 
chat very day. She was a great friend of mine, and ſeemed to be ſo greatly 
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* of your feebleſt well-wiſhers ; ; but after all, we have both acquired rights upon 


ſenſe, ſhe acknowledged the probability of what I faid, and approved of my ſhyneſs, 


_-”. £4247 e be 
attached to me, chat on the very day I reſigned the ſervice, ſhe Cent for me; wit 


hearing | of my "reſolution to quit PBraniah, the did all the could to diffuads"m 
from fich A ſlep. 9 look upon Shadcat-Gjung, ſaid ſhe, to be my own child hi 
ct bon; and be is filling for me the place that had been filled by is father ; 
0 but he ſeems to be diſrobed of the garment of common ſenſe f is r wit 
« the wine 87 ignorance "ahd ſopineneſs, and giddy with the fumes of youth "ah an 
45 imprudence. Nevertheleſs do not forſake him: certainly you owe much to his 


« father's memory, and not a little even to me, although 1 mould be only one 


* your gratitude: : I am then of opinion that you 0 NN out of regard to us, to 
% take upon yourſelf t the trouble 'of ſome office, ſuch as that of Prime- miniſter, in 

0 order to inſpe& the affairs of revenue and" government; and to take care of the 
ec , correſpondence with the Emperor and with Aly- verdy- qhan, as well as with the 
te grandees of Bengal, and all the men in office in this province. On the other 
. band, * conceive 'Car-guzar-qhan ( be a man of importance, as being theſe 
a, many years at the head of our army. Do then join together cordially to pre- 
« yent Söglet-djung's * name and family from going to wreck,” bs b anſwered this 
« lady, that what ſhe ſaid, was reaſonable and proper; but” you "know, added J. 
« that Shadcat- djung will never conſent to all that : and on the: contrary, that he will 
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1 liſten only to the giddy and the prolligate that throng about” bis perſon, ready to 
« Jump head. long 1 into whatever is likely to promote the ruin of his family, as well as 
« © his own. All what you propoſe, is reaſonable; but all: that cannot be done without the 
8 maſter O conſent; and we are nothing] but ſervants” As that worthy woman was full of 


A Tow 218 alter ae $ demiſe, 1 obtained a bounty of BYE thouſand 
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® This was Sayd- ahmed-qhan's title; and it Gonifies the impetuous in wars, 
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rupees for the learned Aga-abdollah, of whom we have already ſpoken,” and 
another of a thouſand for the glorious S&yd Mir-mahmed,; and having put thoſe 
ſums in their hands, and got them diſmifſed with honour, I obtained leave my- 
ſelf, and reſigned the ſervice. The lady in queſtion hearing of my final reſolution 
thereon, ſent me five thouſand Tupees, to bear the charges of my journey. She 


was a woman of uncommon underſtanding ; and although low born, and from 
one of the loweſt clans of Catec, ſhe had ſo far acquired her maſter's good 
opinion, as to be entruſted with the government of the whole of his houſehold, 
in which ſhe managed with the utmoſt fidelity the treaſures depoſited in her 
cuſtody ; and yet behaved with ſo much condeſcendence and ſo much in- 


clination to do good, that out of thouſands of officers, civilians, revenue- collectors, 


dependants, and penſioners and ſeryants, few, very few muſt be thoſe that ſhe did“ 
not oblige as often as opportunity ſerved ; and few thoſe who in the difficult 
emergencies of their ſituations did not recur with fruit to her interpoſition. She 
knew how to manage in ſuch a manner, as to merit her maſter's approbation, as 
well as that of every perſon in the houſehold; indeed of every man in office. 
She left an excellent character behind, and has been univerſally regretted. 


To return to myſelf, I quitted PSraniah, and went to Caran-golah, with inten- 
tion to proceed to Azim-abad ; when 1 learned that Aly-verdy-qhan was dead, and 
that Seratlj-ed-do8lah, his grand-ſon, had quietly been acknowledged in the three 
provinces. of Bengal, Bahar, and 8refſa. - On this intelligence 1 thought it beſt. 8 
to tarry at Caran-golah in order to hear how the new prince managed with the 
people of God; as ſuch a knowledge might enable me to take my reſolution according- 
ly, or as time and opportunity ſhould peint out. Mean while 1 heard that my 
two younger brothers, Seyd-aly-qhan and Ghalib-aly-qhan, and alſo my kind ma- 
ternal uncle Vehab-aly-qhan, (which latter was of my age), had been baniſhed 
out of the province of Azim-abad, where they all lived: this intelligence prevented 
* * to that City myſelf; and as the * of Caran-golah was not a place 


where 
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where one might paſs the rainy - ſeaſon, fain I was to return to P8rimiab} and to 
take my quarters again in the houſe I had quitted. And now to follow the 


order of | events, the hiſtorian's faithful pen muſt revert to Aly-verdy- qhan's de- 


A . 1756. * 


miſe, and give an account of Seradj-ed-d68lah's taking poſſeſſion of the ſovereigns 
ty of theſe rich provinces, and how this event has uſhered the ruin of all Hin- 
doſtan, by puting it in the power of ſtrangers to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
moſt extenfive and populous provinces of that | region. It is only after giving. 
ſome idea of that event, that we hall reſume in a proper place what concerns. 


Shiocat-djung. = 
We have ſaid that Aly-verdy-qhan, fell into # dropſical habit of body on 
the ninth of the firſt Djemadi in the year 1169. He ſtrove for ſome time to ward 
off the evil by a total abſtinence from water; but afterwards on obſerving that 
ſuch a diſtemper, when attacking a perſon. of his age,. always proved incurable 
(and he was then in his eightieth year) he ceaſed to- obſerve any diet, or to- 
abſtain from water, or to take remedies. Such a ſtate of things could not but great- 
ly alarm Biby Gahaſſity, his eldeſt daughter, who. was now reli of his nephew: 
Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan.. She had. this long while cantonned: herſelf at Moty-djil, 
where on ſeeing how matters went, ſhe had diſtributed: elephants and lacs of rupees, 
to the troops of her deceaſed: huſband, in hopes of engaging them to ſtand. by her, 
againſt Seradz-cd-do8lah, She received their ſolemn ꝓromiſes, and took their oaths... 
When reverſes are at hand, they engage into ſuch liberalities. It is reported that 
on it becoming public chat Aly-very-qhan was drawing to his end, ſome of the 
principal perſons of the city, fearful -of what might happen after his deceaſe, 
requeſted to be recommended to. Seradj-ed-doglah, by putting their hand 
within his: the old man ſmiled; at the requeſt, and ſaid . / 9e pereeive 
ier my death that he bas been for | three days together upon good terms wii bit 
_ mother, then you or any others may have a chance for yourſelves.” So well did 
he know the man's charaier, Ar having faid theſe: words, he lived to the 
Saturday 


trees d 


Saturday following, which was the ninth of the month. of Redjeb in che year | 


1169; and at five o'clock in the morning, he departed this life, and repaired 


to the manſions of divine merey. Immediately after his departure his principal 
ſervants and relations afſembled, and after. having purifyed his body, and wrap» 


ped it up in a winding theet, they took it up at midnight, and carried it, purſu- 
ing his own appointmem, to the feet of his mother, which is entombed at Qhoſh - 
bagh on that fide of the river oppoſite to Maty-djill. 0 rd! Should. you pu- 
vl bim, no cecucer, for he is your creature, aud culprit; aud | ſeould. 90u for give bim, ts 
wonder, boom are the he Deo 80 the E 
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dan from his very of mewed A Nies turn of . averſe 


from profligacy and debauch, and from every thing that favored of drunkenneſs» 


nor did he feem to have much taſte for fuch amuſements as muſic and 
dancing, or for the converfation of women; he prefered to paſs his Gn in 
reeiting prayers, in reading the word of God, or in peruſing ſome book of hiſta« 
ry; and he has affirmed more than onee that he had never been guilty of fornication 


or of drinking wine: for he bore a mortal averſion to thoſe two defilements. He als 


ways roſe two hours before day-light; and after having gone through the 
uſual evacuations and ablutions, he performed ſome: devotions of ſuperrogation; 
and at day break he ſaid his prayers of divine precept, and then drank coffee 
with ſome choice friends: at ſeveno'clock he went out and ſate in ſtate in the hall 


of audience, where he liſtened to the repreſentations of his military at be” 


civil officers, of all the perſons in office, and of the grandees of his court, giving 
audience and a patient hearing to all comers whatever; and any one could ſpeak 19 


him as long as he pleaſed. Every one repreſented his affairs, and received 


ſuch an anfwer as his caſe required in 8 ſuch a ane 38 was e 
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„ This prayer is in Arabick, and put of de ſervice for the dead, 
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by goodneſs and a firm intention to oblige. This audience always laſted two 
hours, after which he retired into a cloſet, where he was attended by ſome 
perſons who were to attend at that place, for inſtance by ſome choice friends, 
and by his relations, fuch as Nevaziſh-mahmed-qban, Sayd-ahmed-qhan, and 
alſo by Seradj-ed- doBlah, if preſent: after that, he amufed himſelf for a full hour 
with converſation, with hearing 'verſes, reading poetry, or liſtening to ſome plea- 
fing ſtory; to which we muſt add ſome occaſional orders, which he would give 
about ſome diſh or other, which was always dreſſing in his preſence at that time : 
to the care of which was appointed either ſome of the perſons then preſent, or 
ſome perſon freſhly come from Perſia, or any other country renowned for good 
cookery ; for he was fond: of good eating, and had a taſte' very nice and very 
delicate. Some times he ordered the meat, ſpice, and other neceſfaries, to be brought 
in his preſence, and he gave. his orders to his cooks, often direQing them, and 
often inventing ſome new method of proceeding: mean while. the heads of of- 
fice, and the gentlemen and noblemen' of the hall of audience were in full atten- 
dance, to be occaſionally introduced, whenever. they had any thing to ſay. As 
ſoon as the cooking and dreſſing was over, the butler preſented himſelf with a 
number of qh6ans. or trays and tables covered with all kinds of diſhes, and 
he ſpread a large napkin: the tables covered with victuals were ſent to 
ſuch of his friends, as he choſe to diſtinguiſh, always adding ſome thing 
from /' thoſe diſhes which had been dreſſed under his - direftion.. At 
dinner the converſation: ran upon the good or bad taſte of each dimm in 
particular, reaſoning nicely upon their ſeyeral flavours, and taking himſelf a mouth 
full: and no more, from every one. The dinner being over, his gueſts waſhed 
their hands and withdrew; and this way of never eating but with a numerous 
company of gueſt, was his cuſtom: it was in general in a company of men; but 
now and then he choſe to dine in the ſanQuary, and then he had a like company 
of women, but not one of them, a ſtranger: being all his daughters, grand- 


daughters, « or nieces or relations. Aﬀer dinner he retired into a cloſet” to 
take 


U wet Fn Fu, 


take a nap; at which time the ſtory tellers and bed-watchmen- ſens! and dick 
their office v. At about one o'clock he was awake, and after the uſual evacuations 
and ablutions, he performed his purification and his noon· prayers: and theſe being 
over; he read with à high voice a chapter of the Coramt, and then performed his 
afternoon prayers; after which they brought him a cup full of water, edoled with falt 
petre or with ice according to the ſeaſon, and he dranł it off at a ſingle draught > 


whichſingle draught anſwered all his neceſſities, without any addition whatever, for full 


twenty- -four hours. After this, the curtain of the room being folded up, a num 
ber of pious and learned men were introdueed, fuch as that prince of learning, the 
Frarned Mir-mahmed-aally-fazyl; (may God perpetuate his- honors)! Naky<Sly< 
qhan; Doctor Hadi-qhan, the phyſician; Mirza-hõſſein - ſefevi, and another learn- 
ed man from M8ltan, whoſe name I have forgotten: all theſe being inttoduced with > 
reſpeR, were honored with a-requett: to be ſeated; in general he attended to theſe 
learned aſſemblies in a, hall ſet a part for that purpoſe: over againſt» his own 
Meſned; but a the oppoſite fide of the hall, another Meſned was always ſpread 
for nice with. a large piles At the back of i it. (That. e 
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LY. Tos. country x2 tom x are, ſo few 3 and were not/one man in a 1 can read;, 
and not one in a million has any inclination to read, ſtory- telling becomes a profeſſion very woe toi 
great wen, but for what? to Earn ſome thing ? no: only to lull. chem to lep b ke A 
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4 11 1 is 1 unlaw full to read” is Cotan in any other manner tan with thi v6ice, and the kights & the voice, Ws 
the * che merit. | 


1 The mduntains or rather hills of Rahj-mahl, at three or four days North Weſt of Moorſoodabid; ; 
produce natural Ice to the thickneſs of a ſhilling; but beſides ſuch ice, the Indians have à fiethod“ of 
manufacturing artificial ice with boiled water (and no other). expoſed the whole night to a ſtill weather, 
where it congeals in plates of earth to cha thickneſs of a crown. But, (a ſtricking Lingularity) 1 This 
boiled water needs be ſheltered from che wind, not only by ſinking the plates in an excavation; two 
feet deep. where they are raugad in rows, but, alſo . by creening it with matts of fra. This ice i is- 
manufactured from November to February; and when a ſufficient quantity has been procured, it is thrown: 
in heaps, and rammed [down in a' cloſet made up of thick walls with à door made faſt, and 
thick coverved with ſttau: nay the cloſet itſelf is further deſended from the heat by an additional 
roof of ſtraw, rifing ſome feet above the other. 
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ed gentleman uſed, always to come into a= palace by the water - gate, that be- 
ing the neareſt:) As ſoon; as his Paleky had landed him at the rails of the 
terrace, which, is. on a level with the main hall, (a privilege granted only to 
three perſons more, all -princes of the blood), and he had commenced aſcending 
the ſteps; towards the audience hall, which is not a ſmall diſtance, Aaly-verdy- 
qhan uſed. tn riſe, (and to ſtand upon. his and Meſned, waiting his, ;valking, in, 
When the learned man had advanced ſo ſar towards the hall, as to leave his {lippers, 

and he had entered into the hall (and this was a vaſt ſpacious buildin 8), then dhe Vi ceroy 
quitted his Mefnud and advanced ſome ſteps: and having made him a reſyectful bow, 

5 the ſalute was returned in the ſame ſtyle by the learned man, who went and took his ſeat 
at the Meſned prepared for him. After his being ſeated, Aaly-verdy-qhan returned to 

« bis own Meſned, and reſumed his ſeat ; and then, he ſent him a ſmall pillow, one 
of the four always placed on the right and leſt of che prince's meſned. Immedi - 
ately after, the Hoccas * of Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, of Naky-c8ly-qhan, of Doctor 
Hadi-qhan; and of Mirza-hoſſcin- ſeſevi, were brought in, and -preſented to them. 
Aaly-verdy-qhan himſelf never fmoked, but he drank coffee, and it was diſtri- 
buted round. Coffee being drank, a pillow vas placed before the learned Mol- 
tani; and then a Coran was ſet upon it; being one of thoſe written by Sheh-mah- 

| med, ſon to Yac8b-Calini or the Calinian. It was a copy of one of thoſe exem- | 
| | plaries, which having, been drawn up according to the rules of the Imamites, and 
| ; then preſented! to the Lardof Cmmand, who approved. them with the word Caaſi # which 
| be wrote underneath, were ever alter reputed authentic, | and called by that 
1 . e | - +, Epithete. 


{ 

| * The 2 Which is an inſttuwent fo plain as well as clean, with Oey and ſo flovenly rich and 
| coltly with the Turks, is with the Indians an apparatus called Hocca (Hoocaw by the Europeans) but of 
an ingenuity, elegance and cleannels, that would inſpire an inclination to fmoke even to thoſe who 
naturally deteſt the very ſmell. of tobacco in any (Rape. Sce the remark 120, ſection iich. | 
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epithets, The learned M8thany read one or two chapters of it, tranflating at the 
ſame time, phtaſe after phraſe; and the niceties and difficulties in thoſe chapters 
were occaſionally elucidated and explained by the Lord Mir-mahmed-aaly- the 
fearned. Some times Aly-verdy-qhan himſelf would offer a queſtion, or aſk about 
fome particular paſſage; in which caſe he was anſwered: by Mir- mahmed- aaly- 


kazyl. Theſe conferences and readings always laſted two hours; aſter which the 
s Lord- ſeyd roſe, and Aali-verdy-qhan having as uſual advanced fome ſteps, made 
him a reſpectful bow, and remained ſtanding unn the Lord had put on his 
Aippers, and was advancing to his Paleky : at- which time he returned to his Meſ- 
ned, and reſumed his ſeat. The learned men being departed, the chiefs of offices, 
the general intelligencer. and the rich banker Djagat- ſeat with ſome others, attend- 


ed, and read or mentioned the news of every part of Hindia; or they reported ſuch. 


ſtatements and revenue matters, as had remained from the morning audience; 
and this ſecond audience likewiſe took up two full hours. Some times Neva- 
ziſhemahmed-qhan” attended; and ſome times it was Sayd-ahmed:-qhan, if in 
town; and ſome times Seradj-ed-d68lah. Theſe being departed, the room was in- 
ſtantly filled by a number of facetious perſons and other Bonmots people, ſuch as 
Mirza-ſhemſeddin . Mirza-zin-el-abedin, the butler; Mirza-cazem, chief holſterer, 


and chief of the candle and oil- office; Mir-djevad-cooch-beghy: and the Her- 
. Mahm8d. wich. ſome others of chat ſtamp; and for about two 


hours 
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the word Shyah ſignifies ſeparatiftes or ſchiſmatics. The Lord of Command, is no other than that 


fame  fnam-Mehdi who diſappeared under one of the laſt Qhalifs of the houſe of Abbaſs, but is to 


appear. again. at. the end of the . to „nme true ſect, that is, to the Shyi/aw 
or Inaniſin. | | | 


* MahmSdChedjia. He was introduced in the hall, not-as MOT YY of the Be wee kind (for 
the ſpecies is ſo common in India, as to paſs totally unnoticed). but only as a cracker of jokes and ſarcaſms. 
There are three ſorts:of men who bear the name of Hedjra-or Hermaphrodite in India: thoſe that are na- 
turally ſo, by having the two ſexes full and diſtinct, one over the other, or one within the other; or only 


in part; or. a confuſed meddiey of both, This is the firſt claſs.. The ſecond, called Hedjra likewiſe, #4 
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hours together he amuſed himſelf with their craking 1 upon 180 other, 
and wich their mutual ſatyres. By this time it becoming duſky, the taper- 
bearers and candle-lighters, preſented themſelves in order with their imple- 
ments, lighted “ as is the Hindoſtany cuſtom, and from the farther end of the yard 
made their bows, and then repaired to their ſtations. It was at that particular time 
that the Viceroy made his nigthly-prayer; and the hall being cleared of men, and 
made womani/h f. his conſort attended, together with Seradj-ed- d68lah' 's.conſort, and 
ſome other princeſſes of his family which came to ſee him; and as Aly-verdy- 
qhan never ſupped, but only ate ſome fruit, a quantity of freſh or dried fruits 
with a quantity of ſweet-meats, was preſented to him, of which he ate a little, 
deſiring the ladies. to partake of the entertainment ; and in general he diſtributed 
to each her ſhare. This repaſt being over, the ladies retired, and the hall being 
made manni/h again, it was immediately filled with the officers of the guard, the 
bed-watchmen, and the ſtory-tellers ; at which time he uſed to get upon his bed, 
where the latter lulled him to ſleep. After having flept two or three hours, he 

| wauld 
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alſo Zenana, or feminine, are a ſpecies of young men horn impotent, with tall ſlender bodies, and beardleſs 
Facee; and although one would think that ſuch a condition has nothing attracting in itſelf, yet are there peo- 
ple (and ſuch is the depravity of mankind) ] that force themſelves into it, and bring themſelves under the de- 
nomination of Hedfras by art; this being the third claſs : Theſe are young men that aſſimilate themſelves to 
that deplorable appearance, or have been emaſculated by their unnatural parents; and this is done by 
twiſting and wringing and tormenting the part ſeveral times a day, in a courſe of ſeveral months or even 
years. All theſe (who would believe it)? have female inclinations, wear a female dreſs; and there is at 
Lucnow a whole lane inhabited by thoſe wretches—and this is all that decence allows me to ſay on that head. 


* Even ſo late as Aly-verdy-qhan the. court of Moorſhoodabad burned nothing but oil, in lamps of 
gold and ſilver, although there is plenty of wax in Bengal, where it is made up by wild bees. Nor 
was any other thing uſed in all the courts of India. It is the battle of Palaſſy, and its conſequences 


that have introduced wax-candles every where.—The implements mentioned here were nothing but zags, 
occaſionally beſprinkled with oil. 


+ The adjectives mani and womani/h, have been conf: -rved, or rather coined' here, to ſave a circon- 
Yocution, which would have made the phraſe languiſh ; and alſo to give the CY ren at the * 
phraſe, and at the Hindoſtany idiom on that particular occaſion, - 


=o: oP; 
would awake; and' aſk whe iu it was? and who was preſent? and being an- 
wered accordingly, he took another nap, waking: and aſking by turns three or 
four times every night. But at all times he was awake and up, two hours before 
the dawn of the day,. to recommence that circle of evacuations and occupations: 


which we have been juſt deſcribing. He was ſo- bountiful in rewarding his hes 


A. Jos” < 
> — 
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vants, and in obliging his miniſters his relations, and all thoſe that could ap- 
proach him, that his character in that reſpect is almoſt' beyond belief. He re- 
membered every one of the friends, and acquaintances he had ever had at Shah- 
djehan-abad, and ſuch eſpecially as had obliged: him in his days of diſtreſs and' 
poverty; and: whenever he could diſcover any of theſe or any of. their children 
or of their deſcendants, he never failed to: ſend. for them-from that capital, and 
to make them: ſuch preſents, or to promote theme to» ſuch! offices, or to put ſuch 
emoluments: in their way, as they had never ſo much as dteamed of. And when 
thoſe he had enriched: in this manner, came to die, he took ſuch care of their 
widows; children and heirs,. as no man in theſe hard times; and none even in 
times paſt, ever took. of his own relations. His adminiſtration was ſo full of 
lenity, and his attention: ſo intenſe tos the ſecurity and quiet of the ſubjett, and 
of the huſbandman eſpecially, that none of them: can be ſaid to have been ſo much 
at their eaſe on their father's knees, or in their mother's. lap; nor was there a 
man in office with him, without excepting his very menial ſervants, that did not' 
make fortunes by. lacs: for although he did: not ſhew much inclination for ſuch 
accompliſhments, as dancing and ſinging,, or for an intimate ſociety with women, 
he had an inclination for all other kinds of pleaſures: and paſs-times, and knew 
how to reward thoſe: that excelled in them: he underſtood arts, was fond of 
exquiſite performances, and never failed: to ſhew: his regard to the artiſtes: Fond: 

of the paſs time of a witty converſation; he was himſelf excellent company; ſo 

far, as to be hardly. equalled. by any of his contemporaries. A prudent, keen, 
general, and a valorous ſoldier, there are hardly any qualifications which he did 

not poſſeſs; and: few. abe virtues which: ſhall not be found. to have made pat 


9 
o 


of his — 8 : 1 Singular 


* U 
TY 
1 
' A 
T7 7. 
1 
' p 
db} 
1 
4 „ 
5 
' I Gal 
4 
* ' 
4 [ 
* 4 
(ef; 
PL 
ww) 
5 
wid. 
Y + 
1. 
* 
a 


- —_— 
- > - 
— _ 


4. * * 4 
z@& % — = 


— — 


— 
— 


YE. 


— — r 
1 


— 
oy 
— = k 
T*% 1} 
EY 


4- 2 — 


2 
* * 
xz 
+. ov 


T 6686 23 


hours together he amuſed himſelf. with their craking ** upon cplch other, 
and with their mutual fatyres, By this time it becoming duſky, the taper- 
bearers and candle-lighters, preſented themſelves in order with their imple- 
ments, lighted “ as is the Hindoſtany cuſtom, and from the farther end of the yard 
made their bows, and then repaired to their ſtations. It was at that particular time 
that the Viceroy. made his nigthly- prayer; and the hall being cleared of men, and 
made womaniſh r, kis conſort attended, together with Scradj-ed-d68lah's conſort, and 
ſome other princeſſes of his family which came to ſee him; and as Aly-verdy- 
ghan never ſupped, but only ate ſome fruit, a quantity of freſh or dried fruits 
with a quantity of ſweet-meats, was preſented to him, of which he ate a little, 
deſiring the ladies. to partake of the entertainment; and in general he diſtributed 
to each her ſhare. This repaſt being over, the ladies retired, and the hall being 
made manniſh again, it WAS immediately filled with the officers of the guard, the 
bed-watchmen, and the ſtory-tellers ; at which time he uſed to get upon his bed, 
where the latter lulled him to ſleep. After having * two or three hours, he 


wauld 


alſo Zenana, or feminine, are a ſpecies of young men br» impotent, with tall lender bodies, and beardleſs 
facee; and although one would think that ſuch a condition has nothing attracting in itſelf, yet are there peo- 
ple (and ſuch is the depravity of mankind);! that force themſelves into it, and bring themſelves under the de- 
nomination of Hedjrat by art; this being the third claſs : Theſe are young men that aſſimilate themſelves to 
that deplorable appearance, or have been emaſculated by their unnatural parents; and this is done by 
twiſting and wringing and tormenting the part ſeveral times a day, in a courſe of ſeveral months or even 
years. All theſe {who would believe it) ? have female inclinations, wear a female dreſs; and there is at 
Lucnow a whole lane inhabited by thoſe wretches—and this is all that decence allows me to ſay on that head. 


* Even ſo late as Aly-verdy-qhan the. court of Moorfhoodabad burned nothing but oil, in lamps of 
gold and ſilver, although there is plenty of wax zin Bengal, where it is made up by wild bees. Nor 
was any other thing uſed in all the courts of India. It is the battle of Palaſſy, and its conſequences 


that have introduced wax- candles every where. — The implements mentioned here were nothing but tags, 
occaſionally beſprinkled with oil. 


+ The adjectives manniſb and womani/h, have been conſerved, or rather coined here, to fave a circon- 
focution, which would have made the phraſe languiſh ; and alſo to give the ox anne Pre at the _ 
phraſe, and at the ** idiom on that particular occaſun. 
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would awake, and aſk what hour it was? and who vas preſent? and being an- 


wered accordingly, he took another nap, waking: and aſking by turns three or 


four times every night. But at all times he was awake and up, two hours before: 


the dawn of the day, to recommence that circle of evacuations and occupations: 


which we have been juſt deſcribing. He was ſo- bountiful in rewarding his ſere 


vants, and in obliging his miniſters his relations, and all thoſe that could ap- 
proach him, that his character in that reſpect is almoſt beyond belief. He re- 
membered every one of the friends, and acquaintances he had ever had at Shah- 
djehan-abad,, and ſuch eſpecially as had obliged: him in- his days of diſtreſs and 
poverty; and: whenever. he could: diſcover any of theſe or any of. their children 
or of their deſcendants, he never failed: to ſend. ſor them-from that capital, and: 
to make them ſuch: preſents, or to promote them to- ſuch» offices, or to put ſuch 
emoluments in their way, as they had never ſo much as dreamed of. And when 
thoſe he had enriched” in this manner, came to die, he took ſuch care of their 


widows; children and heirs,. as no man in theſe hard times; and none even in- 


times paſt, ever took. of his own relations. His adminiſtration was ſo full of 


lenity, and his attention: ſo intenſe tos the ſecurity and quiet off the ſubjett, and 
of the huſbandman eſpecially, that none of them: can be ſaid to have been ſo much 


at their eaſe on their father's knees, or in their mother's lap; nor was there a 


man in office with him, without excepting his very menial ſervants, that did not: 
make fortunes by. lacs: for although he did not ſhew much- inclination for ſuch 


accompliſhments, as dancing and ſinging,, or for an intimate ſociety with women,, 


he had an inclination for all other kinds of pleaſures and: paſs- times, and knew 


how to reward thoſe' that excelled in them: he underſtood: arts, was fond of 


exquiſite performances, and never failed: to ſhew: his regard to the artiſtes: Fond: 
of the paſs time of a+ witty converſation, he was himſelf excellent company; ſo 


far, as to be hardly. equalled. by any of his contemporaries. As prudent, keen, 


general, and a valorous ſoldier, there are hardly any qualifications which he did 


not poſſeſs; and: few. ne virtues which: ſhall not be found. to have made pat 
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Singular 1 inſlanees of bis prud:nce and forcight may be egy remembered 


to this day. Avout the latter end of his reign Nizam-el- mulk came to die, 

and his en, Naſyr-djung, having ſucceeded him in all his dominjons, l 
to be killel by a coiſpirazy of the Afghans in huis ſcrvice, as he was march- 
„ing ag unit the French of P8icnurry : this: ws compaſſed by Muzafer-djung, 
who was ſon to his filter; and had come to an agreement with thoſe ſtrangers, 
by whom he was vigorouſly ſupported. But the new prince being ſlain ſoon after, 
as well as the Afzhan conſpirators, he was ſucceeded at the time by Szyd-mahmed- 
qhan-Selabet-djung, who by the aſſiſtance of theſe ſame French was ſeated upon 
the throne of Decan: revolution memorable which rendered M8ſhur BSſhi“ the 
man of the upper-hand, and put it in his power to write a very loſiy pompous 
letter to Aly-verdy-quan, with.the purpoſe of re commenting the French of Faralh- 
danga +. This letter, although flighted, made in fact a great impreſſion upon 
his mind; and as he knew with how ſparing a hand providence had beſtowed 
on Seradj-ed-doSlah his ſhare of knowledge and prudence; and he was fully ſen- 
ſible of the manner he would govern the people of God, and upon what bad 
terms he was already with the Military officers, as well as how prone he ſeemed to 
fall out with the Engliſh of Calcutta; he uſed to compare his character and turn 
of mind to that of Naſſyr-djung, and to aſſure in full company that as ſoon as himſelf 
ſhould be dead, and Seradj ed-do8lah ſhould ſucceed him, the Het men would poſſeſs. 
themſelves of all the ſhores of Hindia. As I was myſelf in Seradj-ed-doSlah's ſer- 


vice, and fully appriſed of his turn of mind, as well as often in his company, 


aud that of his grand-father's, I remember to have heard that aſſertion from 


that 


* Monſ, de Petr ſince AR: Ha de Baſh 


F The . natives of Bengal, dalling the Pak Farafiſs, whilſt the loweſt rae them maim that word 
into that of Fara/hi and Faraſh; Chander-nagur, or rather Chundun-nagur, the French town in Bedn- 
gal, is come to be d-ſigned by no other appellation than that of Pa, a/5-danga, the French point of land, 
or if you will, the | raped s head of land; for Faraſb is Hindoſtany for uphiol er and pitcher of tents. 
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that prince's own mouth : nor is my teſtimony a flight one: it will be ſupport- | 


ed by ſeveral perſons, then prefent, to whom J ſhall refer; and in fact the pre- 


diction came to be veryfied juſt, as his mind had. foreſeen. On account of this 


_ ſingular prediction, I remember that this prince being then in the zenith of his 
power, his general Maltepha-qhan, who had a boundleſs influence upon his mind, 
propoſed to him to take Calcutta, and to put all the Engliſh to the ſword: No 
anſwer was given to the propoſal: the general brought it forward at another 
time, but with the ſupport and recommendation of the Viceroy's two ſons-in-law : 
and no anſwer was given again; but as ſoon as Muſtepha-qhan was gone, he 
ſaid to the two adviſers: * My dear children, Muſtepha-ghan is a foldier of fortune, 
% and a manu in monty pay, who lives by bis Jabre; of courſe he wiſhes that 1 ſhould 


« always bave eccafim to employ bim, and ta put it in his pꝛwer to aſk favrs | 


« for himſelf and friends; but in the name of common ſenſe, what is. the mater with 
your ownſe;v:s, that you ſhould join iſſue with bim, and make common cauſe of his 
te ini n what wrong have the Englih done me, that I ſhould wiſh them ill? look 
« at youder plain covered with graſs : ſhould you ſet fire to ut, there would be no ftop- 
« ng its progre/es; and who is the man then who ſhall put out a fire that ſhall break 
tc forth at ſea, and from thence come out upon land? beware of lending an car to 


cc fuck propoſals again: for they will produce nothing but evil.“ 2 
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VOLUME THE FIRST, 


OF THE 


SEIR MUTAQHERIN, 


CONTENTS OF THIS EIGHTH SECTION; 
| BEING 


THE LAST OF THAT VOLUME. 


Account of a number of learned, or pious men, who lived in Ally-verdi-qhan's 
court, or in his dominions.—Seradj-ed-do81a commences his reign, by ſtriping 
and confining his own aunt, Bibi Gabaſſity.— Cauſe of the war, which he 
declares againſt the Engliſh, Calcutta taken by him.—General diſcontent 
againſt | Seradj-ed-d681ah.—Account of Shaocat-djung, his couſin, reſumed. 
Strange charatter of that young Prince.—Wiſe advice given him by the 
Author. —Diſſentions between the two princely Couſins —Extravagant letter 
of Shaocat-djung's to Seradj-ed-d681a,—He prepares for war,—Is defeated, 
and ain. The Author's diftreſsful fituation. —Seradj-ed-dv81a's proſperity 
declines, on the famous Sabut-djung's (alias Colonel Clive's) coming to 
Bengal.—Calcutta retaken.—The Navvab ſurpriſed in his camp, cloſe to 
Calcutta, —Submits to a diſgraceful peace.—Informed of a conſpiracy, be 
orders cannon to be planted againſt Mir-djaafer-qhan's palace. Mar between 
the Engliſh and French, in Bengal. Te Engliſh obje# to Seradi-ed-di8la's 
keeping a few of them in his ſervice — Anſwer of Mooſber Laſs, ( Monſieur 
Law) the French commander, and his prediftion,—Mir-djaafer-qban arms, 
and enters into a ſecret treaty with the Engliſp.— Ibe Navvab betrayed, 
and beaten, at the battle of Palaſſy. Noble ſpeech of bis to bis General. 
—Tde: latter proclaimed Nauvab. —Seradj-ed-d681a flies to Radj-mahal,— 
7s _ wad —_— uſed. * every ” ſtander; and ſome 

443/18. 25 1 | officers 
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officers want to reſeue him.—Mir-djaafer-qhan takes Poſſeſſion F the palace, 
where his ſon governs abſolutely. Abominable charatter of that" young man, 


' —Seradj-ed-di8lah barbarouſly murdered, by his order. —Afefing narrative 
of bis death. —End of the firſt Volume. 


HE courſe of our hiſtory requires now, that before we part with 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, we give ſome. account of the learned and pious 
men that lived in his court and in his dominions;- or who, coming on the 


report of his munificence, had Juſt time to ſee him, before his death, 


Tux foremoſt of them was the Moluvy, or Doctor Naſſyr, a native of 
Sheh-p8ra, and a deſcendant of Shemſeddin, the Complaint-promoter, whoſe 
tomb and monument are in great repute in the province of A8d. The 
Moluvy's grand-father had quitted the place of his native country, to 
come and ſettle in that town, in the province of Bahar; and in his youth, 
that is in. the times of the Navvab Shaiſtah-qhan the Forgiven, he had 
been a diſciple of Mollah-ſheh-mahmed Shirazi, a learned man, who after 


having paſſed ſome time in Bengal, had quitted India, and returned to 


his beloved country, which had been all this while the conſtant object 
of his regrets. The diſciple, who was enthuſiaſtically attached to his 
maſter, and to the Sciences, quitted both friends and country to follow 
him into Iran; and ſuch was his attachment to his ſtudies, that although 


he was ſo diſtreſſed, as to travel all the way on foot, from India to 


Iran, he never miſſed a day's leſſon. Arrived in Iran, he attended to 
the leſſons of the maſters of that country, until he became himſelf a 


complete proficient in the whole circle of Sciences, eſpecially in the ſpe- 


culative ones; ſuch as Aſtronomy, Mathematics, and Algebra: ſo that 
become himſelf now a man of character and renown, he paſſed his days 
in Iran, in honor and affluence: he afterwards came to Cabsl, where he 

\ | | | | | | Was 
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was employed as Second, in carrying meſſages to the Iranian Governors 
and Grandees of that frontier, as that employment had been lately _ 


clined by Mir-gh8lam-mahmed the Mehadian, a man of great eminence, 
and incomparable learning, who had been hitherto employed in thoſe 
negociations, and had more than once ſerved the famous Emir-qhan, 


as a mediator in his differents with the neighbouring powers. Moluvy- 


Naſſyr, after a long ſtay in that country, returned to India; and having 
obtained from the Emperor a ſmall Djaghir or free-hold in the province 
of Bahar, his native country, he ſettled at Azim-abad, where the houſe 
he has raiſed is ſtill ſtanding, and was, according to his will, left to his 
grand-ſon Mahmed-hafſen-qhan, who inhabits the ſame to this day. 


Tu ſecond of thoſe eminent men was Da8d-aaly-qhan, better known, 
under the name of Zair-hoſſein-qhan. He was the eldeſt ſon of Moluvy-naſ- 
ſyr; equal to him in the practical ſciences, which he had learned from him; 
and ſuperior to him in the ſpiritual ones, which he held only from himſelf. 
At his father's death, he was appointed not only his univerſal and ſole heir, 
by a bill of fale in due form; but alſo acknowledged as his executor. 
Nevertheleſs, without availing himſelf of thoſe deeds, he had the 
generous equity to make an equal diviſion of the paternal eſtate between 
all the members of his family; and it was ſuch as would have been other- 
wiſe required by the laws of God: keeping only ſuch a ſhare to himſelf as 
he might have been intitled to, in that caſe. After having in this manner 
arranged his affairs, he felt himſelf fired with a deſire of viſiting (4) the 
gate of the Pontif of the World, of beholding the completion of Muſalma- 
niſm (c), and of kiſſing the threſhold of that door which is watched by 
hoſts of Angels, that is, the luminous monument of the Prince of Pro- 
phets (4) upon whom, as well as upon his pure offspring, be ſalut and 
grace, to all eternity! After haviug enjoyed, to his heart's content, that 
meaſure of happineſs, after which his heart had ſo long panted, he returned 


n 


(5) Nedjef, alias Csfah. (e) Mecca; (4) Medina. 
ECP | to 
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to the place of his nativity, where he paſſed his time in aſſiſting the Scyds 
and neceſſitous, and in ſerving his God, by obliging his creatures. In the 
number of cauſes daily brought before him ſorf his deciſion, (for he was 
both a Caſuiſt and a Magiſtrate) his ſole view was to cut the different ſhort, 
to the ſatisfaction of both parties; always contenting himſelf with his legal 
fees; and this ſmall pittance, joined to his portion of the paternal eſtate, he 
managed with ſo much induſtry and economy, as to live honorably him- 
ſelf, whilſt he proved a ſure reſource to the needy and neceſſitous, and eſ- 
pecially to the forſaken widow, and the forlorn orphan, all which he con- 
conſtantly admitted, in great numbers, at his table (a) partaking of a ſim- 
ple fare in their company, without pretending to live better by himſelf in 
private; and it would be difficult on that ſubject to give him all the praiſes 
he deſerves; nor does the Hiſtorian make any difficulty to acknowledge the 
impotence of his tongue, on that extenſive article. We ought alſo to ob- 
ſerve that on nis return from having kiſſed the ſacred and ſublime threſholds, 
he altered his name from Da8d-aali-qhan, which he had, to that of Zäir- 


a 1 


(a) This part of the text, which is very plain for an Indian, would be very obſcure for 
an European, without a note. The tables ſpread in India are nothing but a painted cloth, 
or even a white cloth, of the form of a long ſquare; for inſtance ten feet in length 
by four or five in breadth, ſpread upon a carpet of leather, brought with it for that 
purpoſe; or more commonly, upon the carpeting or mat of the room. The mafter of 
the houſe fits on the ground, for inſtance on the Northern part, with a dozen or more 
or leſs ſmall diſhes for his own ſelf; and there may be two other ſuch affortments ſpread 
on both ſides of him, for two gueſts,” and alfo two more or four, for as many gueſts more, 
which we ſhall ſuppoſe fiting on the Weſtern and Eaſtern ſides of the napkin. But 
below thoſe four gueſts, the number of diſhes go on diminiſhing in each aſſortment, 
until they reach the Southern fide ; and there the number ſhrinks to two or three, and 
theſe too of an inferior ſort very often, as being deſtined for people of a very different 
ſtation. A man, ſhocked at ſo much ruſticity, obſerved, that if thoſe people were worth 
the Navvab's company, they were worth his victuals alſo; and if not his viQuals, they 
were not worth his company neither, and, of courſe, ought not to fit at all. He was anſwer- 
ed, Not fo, Sir; we are not. ſuch heard-bearted men as the Frenghis : and what for is @ man 
to be a Navvab, if be is not diſtinguiſhed by better wifuals, and in greater quantity, than 
his Courtiers? © Well, let him eat them all to himſelf, in his cloſet, in private; then 
I ſhall have no objections to his eating amber-gris and pounded pearl.“ (this is ſome- 
times done) What ? So great a man to eat alone, with not a, few dipendants about him! - 


hoſſein-qhan 


— 
J 


i \ 
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hoſſein-qhan (22), which he aſſumed, conſtantly eng in the alteration. 
After a glorious life of ſeventy years, he repaired to the manſions of Divine 
Mercy; and it was obſerved that at the moment of rendering the ghoſt, 
after a virtuous life in which he had been invariably ſerving his God, he 
had that adorable name in his mouth; and that he breathed his laſt in pro- 


nouncing the e 0 God! may the COR: s merey reſt upon him for 
ever! 


Tux third perſon was Mir-mahmed-aalim, one of the moſt virtuous and 
moſt venerable perſons of Azim-abad; as well as a diſciple of Mirza-m6ez- 
mooſevi-qhan, the Poet, His knowledge was in much repute, and his 
. compoſitions in much eſteem and celebrity; but I cannot ſpeak property 
* cory ever Hh no 2 8455 knowledge on either. 


Tax fourth was the erh or Doctor Mahmed-aaref; one of the moſt 
wade men of his time, and one of thoſe men fond of corners and retire- 
ment. He was reported to have an excellent character; but he died in the 
firſt years of  Aaly-verdy-qhan's taking poſſeſſion of Bengal, and he was 
entombed in the Caſtle of  Azim-abad, where he had always reſided. One 
of his difciples, called Shah-gurg (23) or Saint Wolf, was a pious man, 
(ſeeking God), whom ] have often ſeen. He lived in ſolitude and celibacy, 
at a diſtance from the world; and * 15 bis time in prayer. 


Tas ah was nn a man fatisfied with his corner; but not 
deſtitute of ſcience and erudition. This i is, at leaſt, the character given him 
by the . that much eee religious men. I knew him but little: 


„ 1 3 — — 


—— COON TONE" 1 

(23) Theſe whimſical names bt not to ſurpriſe the reader: theſe Fakirs, on devote 
ing themſelves to ſuch a life, always aſſume fantaſtical titles, as well as fantaſtical dreſſes. 
There. has been at Ilah-abad ſuch a man as $hah-cootta, or Saint Dog; and ſuch a wo- 
man, Or Fakirnee, as Shah-coottee, Saint - Mech.; and we have ſeen at Moorſhoodabad 
Shah Jabaep -ſbiitan, or Saint Servant of the Devil; Nay his you ſucceſſor was Shah- 


Sheitan, Saint Devil. 
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but he paſſed for a man verſed in the ſenſe of the Coran, and capable of all 
the ſubtilities of explanation. He died at Azim-abad, ia Ram-nirain's 
government, and lies buried cloſe to the ſpot called the monument of Mir- 


afzyl, the Caſhmirian merchant.” It was for this following reaſon: The 
Merchant, -who intended to embrace the ſame kind of life, and was attached 
to him perſonally; got him buried in that ſpot which he had bought for his 
own burial; and on his death-bed, he ordered that himſelf ſhould be buried 


at his feet. 


Tas ſixth was Shah-mahmed-aamin, who lived in celibacy; a man much 
verſed in the ſenſe of the Coran, and ſo very intelligent as to be inferior 
only to an Angel. Intent, both interiorly and exteriorly, on the ſervice of his 
God, he ſeemed to be brim-full of the rays of the love of his Maker. In 
his actions and words he ſeemed to have no other view than that of concen- 
tring his own ſelf in the love of the Eternal Being, and in a boundleſs attach- 
ment to the Infinite One. His words and actions made ſo much impreſ- 
ſion on the mind, that I. the Poor Man, having gone, on the fame of his 
character, to render him a viſit, felt within myſelf, on entering his dwelling, | 


ſuch a diſguſt at the avocations of this world, and ſo ſtrong an inclination 


| for abandoning this borrowed habitation, and for addicting myſelf hencefor- 


ward to the love of God only, that I was nearly taking my laſt reſolution on 
that ſubject. He paſſed the nights in adoration and mortification, always 
awake; ſleeping hardly one hour's time by day. His dwelling was endleſsly 
thronged by viſitors; bnt he was fo intent on the object of his love, and he 
pronounced the ejaculation, © O my beloved!” in ſuch a manner; he fetched 
ſuch deep ſighs, and drew from his breaſt ſuch moving ſobs, that the hearts 
of the by-ſtanders were ſct on fire. He was not deficient in learning; but 
his maſter Shah-mahmed, was famous at Azim-abad for miracles and pro- 
digies. Although fully learned himſelf, he avoided explaining the higher 
ſciences and difficult paſſages; for whenever his temper ſoftened (and he 
was ſomewhat rough and paſſionate) he would read lectures publickly. 


Tux 


(Cn). 
Tux ſeventh of thoſe eminent men was Shah-adhem; and the eighth, 
Hãiat- beg. They ſeemed to have intirely forſaken the world, and to 


be fantaſtical in their actions and characters: People recount miracles 


| and grout things of them; but the truth of __ is u W 37: to God. 


The ninth was Shah-qhyzyr (or Saint Green) (24): a 8 of great 
diſtinction, who lived in Saad-p8r, a town of the diſtirctk of Beſara: he 
was abrupt, and ſudden, as well as fingular in his actions; but numbers 
of men of ſenſe that uſed to frequent him; are full in praiſing his high 
character; and many attribute miracles and. prodigies to him, in ſo poſitive 
a tone of voice and with ſo much firmneſs, as to overwhelm all doubt. 


Tux tenth, is the illuſtrious Seyd -mir-mahmed-ſedjad, or Mir-mahmed, 
as 8 who Pug his virtues + brovhe in , mand, all the * K his 
he became a — 1 3 of high repute, 1 he did not "wane the 
world more than he did a ſtraw. He was an intimate friend of my forgiven 
father, under whoſe auſpices he had commenced a poem on what concerns 
the other world. He was a man of knowledge, underſtood many ſciences, 
and had ſo many valuable qualifications, beſides, that both tongue and 
pen would fail in enumerating them at length. We have ſeen a book of 
his compoſition: it gives an inſight into the heights to which his mind 
had ſoared; nor can it fail to give a high opinion of his merit to any one 
that will peruſe it. After my father's departure for Shah-djehan- abad, 
there intervened a ſincere ſriendſhip between this venerable man, and the 
glorious grand. father of me, this moſt inconſiderable of mankind: They 
ſeemed inſeparable. This worthy man, intended to enter in the army, 
and to acquire the merit of fighting the infidels; bur he died before he 
could execute his deſign, nor do I remember of the year of his death; elſe, 


(24) Eliah having been taken ap to Heaven in a ley cart, is deemed anos by A. 
Arabs; who therefore call him, the Green or Verdant; nor is he known all over the 


Eaſt by any other name, than that of QS, Qbadja-qhydyr, the Lord Verdant, | 
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I would mention it. May God have joined him to his pious anceſtors, and 
may he have aſſigned him a place in ann manſions! 


. * 
— 
* © ll * 1 | 8 - 
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Tur eleventh, was * grand father of * vileſt of men, namely, 


Seyd-aalim- ollah, the T ebateba, who deſcended Ts Haſfen, elder ſon to 
grand-ſon of the- Prophet, and came from the place of his burial (25); 
and were we to mention all his virtues and merits, the mention would require 
a volume by itſelf. Suffice it to fay, that he arrived at Azim-abad, in 
the year 1155 of the Hedjraz and in the month of Shaaban of the next 
year, he departed towards the manſions of the divine mercy. The mor- 
tifications and auſterities he underwent, and the miracles and prodigies he 
operated, and of Which I have been a witneſs with thouſands of others, 
(becauſe they were always performed i in open day and in public), are 
all taken notice of in a piece of poetry of mine, entitled the Nature 5 


9 the Ras il Moſt of them mall be found e 
dle un dgid 1o hat 2 5 

Tux twelfth, is the 3 ShahehSder, 3 Zh, to my ens! 
ED: he was bluntly: attacked to the ſect of Shyiahs, and no 
ways inclined to ſpare the oppoſite ſect. Reſigned in his fortune, and ſa- 
tisfied with his eſtate, he was haughty and overbearing to the proud, but 
full of modeſty and deference with the poor and the humble; and here is a 
proof of it. Ecber-cSly-qhan, father to the late Mirza-iredj-qhan, which 
latter was father-in-law to Sradj-eddo81ah, having engaged him by dint of 
intreaties and importunities to accompany him into Bengal, he fettled at 
Bagalpoor, a town for which he took a liking. It happened at that time, 
that the famous general Mahmed-gho8ſs-qhan- was ill, and of a diſtemper 
that grew to ſuch a height, that all the by- ſtanders, as well as himſelf, 
had deſpaited of his life. Shah-haidery, who hated the man's ſect, but loved 
his perſon, and highly valued his military talents, and heroical -prowels, 
went to ſee him; and he bound himſelf to reſtore him to full health, if 


— 


x} The place of Haſſan's burial is Medina, ten days 7 of Mecca: that of his 
younger brother Hoſſéin, is Kerbelah, at three day's journey, welt of Bagdad. 


he 


9 


cr ) 


_ but embrace the tenets; of- he Shyidn 260 the: condition was 
accepted and the dying man haying.,zecovered- his health, became ſo at- 
tached to Shah-hadery, that he turned his diſciple, wich all his chilz 
dren, and his. whole family; and always paid him the higheſt regard. 
Matters remained on that footing,., until the general was. flain with his 
maſter Ser-efraz-qlian,. at the battle of Gheriakz upon which intelligence, 
Shah-hãideri quitting. his domicile of Bagalpoor, came to Mboorſhoodabad, 
where he loaded Aly-verdy-qhan with bitter; reproaches, for his black in- 
gratitude: reproaches, vhich he bore patiently; nor did there come any 
word from that Prince's mouth, but ſuch a favoured humilty and ſubmiſ- 
fon (26). The pious man, went into the field of battle, where after having 
exhumed Gho81s-ghan's, body, as well as thoſe of his children, together 
with the few companions of his that had choſen to die, with their hero - 
ical general, he carried them to Bagalpoor, where he committed the whole 
to the earth; and dying himſelf ſome years after, he was buried cloſe to 
the general, his friend. Shah-djaafry, his, ſon; with leſs bluntneſs of 
zeal, and more modeſty, than his. father, or his equals, | lived in, lence, in 
eontentment, in reſignation, and in the oblivion of the delights and incite- 
ments of the world; but nevertheleſs he was ſo much eſteemed by Aly-ver- 
dy-qhan, and by his children, that they prided in ſhewing him the ut- 
moſt regard: nevertheleſs ' he never departed.” from the humility of 
his condition. but lived poor and like a real monk: only whenever he 
intended to intercede for others, he then Py) to the great oe but it 


en — * — 


(26) If the pe. oath he ed, ſhould conſiſt in no more than in proffering a certain 
form of belief, people would take no offence at it; but the main article, to which the 
new proſely te is qbliged; conſiſts in giving foul language and imprecations, to the three 
firſt ſucceſſors of Mahomet, and indeed his beſt friends and ſtaunch protectors, to wit 
Abs-becr, Omar, and Oſman. Hence thoſe. animoſities between the two ſects: _ the 
Sunnies being tolerant, and the Sbyahs intoleraut. 


(26) The reader may ſee in this ſingle inftance, 8 many bes, traces of the 
profound veneration, with which fakirs are beheld in India: this veneration goes ſo 
far, that even Chriſtian miſſionaries, who- by the ſingularity of their air and garb, are 
reputed European fakirs, come in for a ſhare of it's effects. | 

C was 


tn) 


was in fuch a manner a8 "to We he did not value their grandeur more 
than a ſtraw. It nappenedd ur ſore; time that Veſſen-qhan, Fodjdar of 
Bagalpoor had put an end to the penſions paid by that department to 
poor neceſſitotis people j but hiad not touchłd to that of Shah-djaafri's} ich he 
uſed to ſend regularly, but which the only man refuſed to touch, unleſs the 
penſions of ſo many needy people were reſtored at the ſame time: nor 
did he cotnplaſm or even malte any application to Aaly-verdysqhan Wo 


had fo high a regard for him. But that prince having been informed of 


the injury done to the neceſſitous of thoſe parts, loaded Veſſen-qhan with 
reproaches and curſes, and ordered the penſions to be re-eſtabliſhed on the 
former footing; and then only did Shah-djaafry accept his OW]. He was 
naturally of a fifm fearleſs temper. At the time when Muſtephazqhan, 
after having quited the ſervice, was marching towards Bagalpoor, ſome Sun- 
nies, diſpleaſed with the injurious language which he endleſsly poured againſt 
the Prophet's three firſt ſucceſſors, defered him to his Afghans (27) as a bitter 
enemy of their ſect; and it was reported that Muſtepha-qhan wanted to 
call him to account; but this report did not frighten him: on the contrary, 
when that general arrived at Bagalpoor, the holy man remained firm and 


immobile in his habitation, waiting patiently for the crown of Martyrdom. 


Luckily for him that this threathing evil vaniſhed of itſelf. But his 
fermity was no leſs conſpicuous in an affair, that did him a deal of honor. 
It was about the time of Serad-eddöslab's nuptials: a muſulman who had 
killed a conſecrated bull (5), had his hand cut off by order of Abiram, 
the Hindoo Officer at Bagalpoor, as Reprefentative of Ata-ollah-qhan, the 
Foojdar, then abſent; and although the man went to Axim-abad, and car- 
ried his 2 to the great and eine ey no A took notice of 


— 


(27) The Aﬀgtiads are An Sandi as is att Hindoſtan,* —_ the ref of the Mihometan 
world; and even ſeveral provinces of Perſia are Sunnies. (5) Theſe bulls are called 
Sanrs, and are conſecrated to God, as ſo many Exyotos. They have in general an ear 
ſlit for diſtinchor's ſake, and are fonnd even in; fuch great cities as Calcutta, where 
they are to be ſeen in moſt crouded markets, perfectly harmleſs, unleſs they diſcever 
another Sanur. They are all, fat. In the Gentoo laws, it is capital, to kill one of theſe 
bulls, or cow. | 


him, 


(70 

im. Shah - djaferi, ſhocked at this neglect of juſtice, joined iſſue with the 
injured man; and a general ſedition ariſing, Ata-ollah-qhan, became very 
uneaſy, as a multitude of people thronging at his door, wanted to break 
into his houſe. The Afghan generals, Shimſhir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan, 
were then encamped without that city, although out of ſervice; and 
they ſeemed inclined to join the inſurgents, in ſo much that the 
ſedition was riſing to a height; when the Governor, preſented him- 
ſelf in the middle of the people, and obſerved that Aaly-verdy-qhan 
. would be (injured by this fray, and incenſed at this affair: Shah-djaafry 
anſwered: Pacify the injured Styd, and I have nothing to ſay. The Séyd 
being ſent for, the Governor pacifyed him, by prqmiſing him a ſum 
of money with ſome preſents, and by ſwearing to puniſh thoſe that had 
maimed him: then only did the malcontents diſperſe to their homes. 
There are but few men, that could have muſtered on that occaſion, ſo 
much courage, and faith, and diſintereſtedneſs as he did. The truth is that 
he was naturally fearleſs and intrepid; and people remember ſtill, that 
Shah-djaafery being then a young man, and on a party of hunting, a tyger 
made his appearance; at the fight of which, Mahmed-c8t8b, elder ſon 
to General Gh8s-qhan, forbade his going nearer. The Seyd ſhocked 
at the order, gallopped forward, and jumping down from his horſe, he 
went cloſe to the tyger, and gave him two or three ſtrokes of his whip, to 
the amazement of all the beholders: the animal, inſtead of tearing him to 
pieces, turned tail, and ſkulked away, exactly like a mouſe before a cat; 
the Son of the Lion of God (28) purſued with vigor, and would lay on 
as often as his whip could reach the animal, A character ſo fearleſs, was 
nevertheleſs diſtinguiſhed by much meekneſs, and a modeſty exemplary : he 
| uſed to receive and to entertain all viſitors, partaking in common with them of 
one and the ſame humble fare; and in this modeſty, as well as in his readi- 
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(28) Aaly, nephew, and ſon-in-law to Mohammed, was for his bravery; called, the 
Lion of Ged. (But he has many more Epithets). Shah-djaaferi, being a deſcendant of 
his, was of courſe his ſon. 8 | Seas 

| neſs 
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 neſk at all times to ſupport the: complaints,. and to prompte the intereſts of 


the Faithfull (29), without any view to himſelf; he had hardly any equal. 
He died at Mongheir, whilſt - the Nayvab Mit-caffim-qhan was refiding 
there in the blaze of full power; bux his friends carried to his body Azim-a- 
bad, where he was buried in 4 particular ſpot, which he had. ſelected for 
that very purpoſe in his life time. May God have done him wy | favor 
of] Wu him to the — of his pow RTE W kf 


* 


Trzrz were, beſides m W men, ern we have — essen 


numbers of pious and religious perſons, in different parts of Bengal, all 


perſons of character for ſunctity of life and learning; but of whoſe life, 1 
am not ſufficiently informed to commemorate them properly here. One 
of theſe was Shah Gh8lam-aaly, in the village of Divrah, about the town of 
Arvel: Shah-bedi-eddin was another; together with others, who deſcended 
from Shah-ſherf-eddin-yahya of Bahar: we muſt alſo. mention Shah-cahilen, 
in Saher-ſeram, and Shah- mahmed- mah in Belia, a dependence of Monghir; 
and alſo Shah- nedjm- eddin, better known under the name of Shah-m68lah, 


in the diſtrict of S8r8dj-gara, a dependence of Mongheir: where he lived 


with a deal of eaſe and ſatisfaction, enjoying a ſmall eſtate in land, the re- 


venue of which he ſpent in entertaining all comers or travellers that would 


call on him; but Haider-aaly-qhan who commanded Aly-verdy-qhan's 
artillery, having commenced an acquaintance with him, that General made 
application to that Prince for his beſtowing on the holy man. the ſmall par- 
ganah or diſtrict of Cagra, in. the dependence of Mongheir; and the requeſt 
was complied: with, with the beſt grace in the world; ſo that the General 
one-day. preſented. him with: the patent of it. | Now that eſtate is enjoyed 
by his deſcendants, that is ou his wife's A who all: live, nun 
* the N of it. | * 4h | | 
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Tart were in thoſe times at Azim-abad numbers of perſons who loved 
hits and learning, and employed themfelves in teaching and in being 
taught; and I remember to have ſeen in that city and its environs alone nine 
or ten profeſſors of repute, and three or four hundred ſtudents and diſciples: f 
from whence may be conjectured the number of thoſe that muſt have been 
in the great towns, and in the retired diſtricts. Amogſt thoſe that flouriſhed 
in the town of Bahar, the Cazy-g8lam-muzaffer, better known under the title 
of Muzaffer-aaly-qhan, was perſonnally known to Aaly-verdy-qhan, who 
appointed him to the office of ſupreme judge of Moorſhoodabad. He was a 
learned, ingenious, well bchaved man, who wrote well both in verſe and in 
proſe. 


As to thoſe men of merit and. knowledge, who led by their particular 
deſtiny, quited the regions of Iran to come to Bengal and into Hindoſtan, 
and who in particular ſettled in Bahar and Azim-abad, the firſt of 
thoſe venerable perſonages was the Prince of the learned and of 
the illuſtrious, the Foremoſt of the renowned doctors, the Veil-drawer of 
the difficult and hidden paſſages, the Seal of teachers and inſtitutors, our 
Lord and Teacher Mahomed-el-medoo-bed-aaly, who changed his name 
into that of Mahmed-hezin (30) the delivered, (to whom may God have 
granted a high place in heaven)! he was one of the deſcendants of Sheh- 
radj-eddin-hibrahim, better known under the name of Zahed-the-djilanian. ; 


nm I 


(+) The reader muſt rate properly all thoſe 9 and all thoſe expreſſions: their 
only object was, the Coran, and its commentaries, that i is, the Mahometan religion, and 
the Mahometan law. 

(30) That is, Mohammed the afflicted. We have viſited him twice in 1764 and 65, 
and found him a man of ſenſe and alſo of knowledge: but ſuch was the opinion ſpread 
both of his holineſs and learning, and ſuch the profound reſpect paid him, that migh- 
ty ſovereigns like Shudjah-edd68lah, and Mir-caſſem-qhan, having made him a vi- 
fit together, he received them fiting; and they, on being bid, took their ſeats kneel. 
ing, and at four yards diſtance; and when he thought proper to diſmiſs them, they advanced 
reſpectfully, kiſſed his knee, made a profound bow, and retired marching backwards: he 
gave them each a Qhylaat and a Dopata, which they received as a high honour, He told 
me that he had never looſened the cordon of his drawers neither upon a lawful or an un- 
lawful occaſion,” (ſuch was his expreſſion) and of courſe that he had never meddled with a 


woman, | l 
D So" 
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and his fame was Hpread all over the world: The reputation of his virtues 


and learning was ſuch, that his writings and compoſitions were as well 
known in India as in Iran: his virtues ſeemed to be an emanition and a ma- 
nifeſtation of the powers of the Supreme Being; and himſelf # creature of 


a particular choice. I confeſs; in common with ſeveral perſons far ſuperior 


to me in every ſenſe, that in this age he had not his equal: it is even 
probable that all over Iran and Arabia there has not been a man, ſo uni- 
verſally learned, as to be reputed a reſervoir of every kind of knowledge, 
facred or prophane, ſpiritual or corporeal. He was a ſtanding miracle of 
the divine omnipotence: had ſtudied all the ſciences; and had ſuch a pro- 
digious memory, that it is doubted whether in this laſt qualification he ever 
had his equal, His knowledge was ſo univerſal, that there was no propo- 
ſing to him a queſtion i in any point of ſpiritual. ſcience. or of practical know- 
ledge, but he would anſwer it directly. What ſubriliry could be pointed 


out in the whole circle of ſcience, which he did not. unfold? and amongſt 


the mazes and depths of aſtrology, in what part was he not thoroughly verſ- 
ed? In fact he was a wonder and a prodigy of his age. The Emperor Mah- 


med-ſhah, fully appriſed of his merit, ſent him ſeveral meſſages by the 


channel of Emir-qhan, and ſome other grandees of his capital, requeſting 
his being pleaſed to accept the office of Vezir, and to augment thereby the 
ſplendor of his court. But as that worthy man thought it a ſhame to ſub- 
mit to the inconveniencies of this world, he declined the propoſal: for 
being a man of penetration, he knew that the ſecret fundaments of the 
Empire were totering, and likely ſoon to fall down; and therfore he 
paid no regard to the requeſt; elſe, whenever the government of a 
kingdom is the buſineſs, and the correction of a whole empire is the 


_ queſtion, men of thoſe ſuperior ralents will never refuſe to undergo the 


burthen of a reformation; nor will they think chemſelves exempt from con- 
tributing to the good of mankind: ſo far from this, that they will think 
ſuch a burthen to be obligatory on their character. To ſtretch too far the 


chreads of this narrative on his virtues and excellencies, would be ſuper- 


fluous 
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fluous in this place: his poeſies, glowing every chere with the ſentiments of 
his heart, ſhall always bear a ſufficient teſtimony of his eminent merit, and 
will afford a full information to thoſe that never knew him perſonaly. 
It was remarked of this illuſtrious man that he came ſeveral times to Azim- 
abad on his way to his own country of Iran, and always found himſelf op- 
poſed by fate: this is as much as we can ſay of him; for to mention his ar- 
rival and his ſeveral voyages with the obſtacles he met with, would require 
much time, and anſwer very little purpoſe, Aaly-verdy-qhan, and his two 
ſons in-law, wrote him repeatedly, in the moſt reſpectful terms, ſupplica- 
ting the happineſs of ſeeing him in their dominions. At each time he re- 
turned a polite anſwer, in which he excuſed himſelf: but the truth is, he 
never had any liking to their perſons, or any inclination to live in their 


courts. From Azim- abad he returned to Banareſs, where for ſeveral reaſons 


he took-up his abode, and where he lived a long time, until finding him- 
ſelf grown feebler, and incapable of travelling, he ordered a mauſoleum 
to be raiſed for himſelf; and in the year of the Hedjra 1180, his ſoul wing- 
ed its flight towards a corner of the Divine Mercy; and his body was buried 
in the monument which he had himſelf provided. One day (31) as he was 
looking at his tomb-ſtone, he had a mind to write ſome words with his 
own hand upon it, and theſe were engraved, with two or three verſes of his 
compoſition; nor will -it prove amiſs to remember them here: at the top 
is the ' bleſſed name of God: after which are the words: O Bengficent, your 
culprit ftands before you; receive Mahbmed-el-medoo-beaalli the Djilanian, ſon to 
Abu-taaleb, aud grand ſon-to Abdollab, the Pious. But the very day of 
his death, he wrote this notice of himſelf in the following verſes at the 
bottom of the ſtone ; tha ER 
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(31) He had been ſeveral times to ſee his ſtone coffin; but that day he ſate in it, then 


— 


ſtretched himſelf at length, and having found it too long, he ordered it to be ſhortened.— 


It was of Chennar ſtone. Mir-caſſem- qhan once ſent him a ſam of ſixty thouſand rupees 


to be diſtributed among ft the poor, (this was the ettiquette expreſſion). He would not look at 
the money, ſent it back, and anſwered the moſt reſpectful meſſage in theſe words; would 


net one think from hence that all is happineſ3 in Bengal, and that there are no poor is that country # 
EP The 
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«« The dark night. of my exiſtence is illuminated by the approach of enjoyment: * 
= . is n en day for me, oa it ; Proves a a lighted. flambeau to my romb, 5 


| Ar he two oi iden of theſe verſes; he added (hy following ones: 


7 Should you 1 me what I have . dolng i in this world; I would N | | 
have been attending to the language of love, and know nothing elſe: 
« Nothing elſe, bur | that 1 have juſt heard here the inviting. voice of my Love. 7 
1 Fatigued from his journey, and ſenſible of the pains it has coſt him, 

„ Hexin comes to repoſe his . head on this pillow of rranquillity, 


May God's mercy be upon bim! 


3 


Tus W of ole eminent perſonages, that came from foreign parts, 
is his Highneſs Sheh-mahmed-haſſen, who is equal to the ſecond Proto- 
martyr, Sheh- zin- eddin-aaly. To mention his illuſtrious pedigree, would 

prove as ſuperfluous a taſk as it would be to point out the ſun as, a new thing, 
in the middle of a flaming day. He had not his equal in the knowledge 
of the Arabick language, in juriſprudence, and in the ſenſe of the Coran, 
and of its commentaries, As to the methaphiſical and profane ſciences, 


he was little verſed in them; nor did they attract much-of his regard; but 
he was not a ſtranger to them neither. His inclination turned him to- 
wards theology, and ſacred knowledge, expreſſing little inclination towards 
profane ſciences; but he had no averſion to them, nor did he forbid them, 
| | to his diſciple : for he uſed to ſay that the antient maſters were partaged in 
| their opinions, on that ſubject: and 1 acknowledge, would he add, my 
| | inſufficiency in thoſe two articles, and © at a loſs how to determine be- 
e tween the two parties, betwixt their right or wrong opinions: God only 
e knows which is beſt.” The Afghans having taken poſſeſſion of Iran, 
- and thrown every thing into confuſion, he retired with his parents and fami- 
ly to the holy tombs of Kerbela and Nedjef ( 32), and took-up his abode 
_: - there. But forced by poverty, he came from thence to Shah-djehan- 
| . where he attached himſelf to > Absl-manſsr-qhan. R rom e he 
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(32) Ally is ese ac Nedjef or C8fah, a town in the e of Paltab 71 To 
| ſon Hoſſein, at Kerbela, | | | | * 
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ſent money to his family, and had it bröught to him in Hindoſtan; and 
mean while he was prepoſed to lübeck the eddcation of the young Mirza. 
djelaleddin- haider ſince Shudjah-edd68lah, ſon to that general. But as 
Absl- mans gor · qhan came ſoan. after tb depart this life, and Sudjah-edd68- 
lah, turning giddy with the fumes of /profligacy and abſolute - power, did 
not chuſe to liſten} to him any more, he quited his court, and retired to 
Azim- abad, where he was taken notice: of by one of the Iranians of that 
city (33), who perceiving his poverty, made him accept a ſum of money 
to be employed in trade on common riſæs. The man, little acquainted 


1 


with Merchandiſe, and little inclined to commerce, put the money in the 
hands of a third perſon, and took up his abode in the mauſoleum of 
Saadet-qhan, father-in-law to Absl-mansgr-qhan. Mean while his agent 
in trade came from . Gorock-p8r with a quantity of Sacg- timber (34); 
and as Radja-ram-narain, who in appearance ſhewed him much 1egard, 
but in fact hated him heartily, was then building a palace, he was requeſt- 
ed to purchaſe the whole quantity of timber at the common price, 
and to pay the money at once. Accordingly, the Radjah's officers went, 
meaſured the timber, ſet their mark upon it, and: for a length of time 
left it there, without further notice. The poor man ſent the Radja word, 
requeſting, him either to take - up the timber and pay for it according to 
the terms agreed upon, or to releaſe it intirely, that any other might 
purchaſe it. The Radja, proud of his power and ſuperior rank, made a 
very ſtrange and very improper anſwer; and it was in theſe terms; I 
« fear neither the Weſt nor the Eaſt, as you ſeem to imagine: nor have 
« I bought your timber, but out of compaſſion: and you had becter 
e think ſo yourſelf.” The Sheh confounded at the meſſage, anſwered 
in a note, that he had not been able to desen his excellency's. meſs 
ſage, 05 but as to what you haye been Pleaſed” added YE 40 to write of 


x your having no fears: 1K n 38 15} « 5} Aide 296 Þ8 aF 
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(33) Fee has þ is, 0 ne a latter word ; 1s not known, i in * Eaſt. . 

(34) Called Saal by the Europea; It is a kind of Sabvan, which laſt, wood is. called 
Teck by the French, and Treci by the Engliſh. | | 
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oe « There is a certain e called, God, which, you _ 
Can gre. rhe even a the billes of a e ſea,” 
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a this affair, poverty oaks the upper hand of 45 lads man. 
Luckily that a little time after, Aly-djah-mir-cafſem- qhan having ſeated 
himſelf upon the meſned of the tf ſoyereignty of Bengal, and eſtabliſhed 
himſelf fully in the poſſeſſion of che three provinces of Bengala, Bahar and 
greſſa, he was pleaſed to call me from Radja Ram-nariin's ſervice into his 
own, as we ſhall mention ſubſequently, and to put it in my power to pro- 
cure him from that Prince a noble penſion, which enabled him to repay 
his creditors. However he did not long enjoy that ſtate of affluence; and 
in a couple of years more, his laſt hour being come, he was intered in 
that ſpot of ground which had been bought by Mir-cafſem-qhan, and is 
cloſe to the monument of Saadet-qhan's father. Doctor Abs] cafſem, his 
diſciple and friend, out of regard to his memory, and out of reſpe& to his 
tomb, built himſelf a houſe cloſe to it. It is true he was a Caſhmirian 
indeed (3 5); but yet he proved to be a man of excellent qualifications: ſo 
that after having honorably and virtuouſly:lived in that houſe for a number 
of years, he departed this life laſt year, that is, in the year 1193 of the 
Hedjra, and repaired to the manſions of the divine forgiveneſs. He was 
buried cloſe to his maſter and teacher, and left behind a character of a 


good - natured man, equally deſirous of ſerving God, and of obliging his 


creatures: acquainted with the Arabic, with juriſprudence, with ſacred law, 
and with it's explaadtions and commentaries; and whoſe main ſcope after 
Cows ſetvice, was to be uſeful to men; being himſelf a man of excellent 


—— 


ar ic) The e. as 3 as Ze . a Dr af er all over Hindoſtan, 
for faithleſsneſs, roguery, and impadence. The proverb ſays: Caſbmiri, bi Piri; Bengallet, 
Djendjali, The Caſhmirian acts as an Atheiſt; but the Bengallee is always one from whom 


there is do diſentangling one's ſelf. However, there is a flill more formidable adage againſt 


Caſhmirian women: an adage, which ſeems to ſet at nought thoſe engaging countenances, 


thoſe elegant ſhapes, thoſe charming features, and that ingenious fertility in love contriv- 


ances, which nature has ſo largely beftowed on them; and it is this: Cafomiri, bi Piris 
ne Lerxet, ne Hiri. The faithleſs en. affords neither taſte nor flavor. 
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qualifications. He died ſuddenly the 18th of Ramazan, as he was break- 
ing his faſt in the firſt part of the night (@), and he was univerſally regretted. 
May Gad receive him in the arms of his mercy! 


Arrzx ſo many deaths, none remains from amongſt thoſe virtuous men 
of former times, but two perſons; and it is for their ſakes doubtleſs that bleſ- 
ings are-ſtill ſhowered down upon earth from heaven; and it is theſe few 
who diſtribute {till as much as they can afford, the ſealed liquor of know- 
ledge and ſcience to the thirſty creatures of God. The firſt of theſe two is 
the glorious Seyd, that token of the beams of the Divinity, the diſcoverer 
of the ſubtilities and difficulties of the eternal ſcience, Seyd-mahmed- aaly, 
(the cooling waters of whoſe virtues and learning may God Almighty ren- 
der perenial for my particular benefit, and as well as that of all the Be- 
lievers). His father was a native of Iran, but himſelf was born in Haider- 
abad, one of the two capitals of Decan, where his father was no ſooner | 
arrived, than his wife was brought to bed of a ſon. The father, intent on 
improving the mind of his child, carried him back to Iran, to have him 
educated there; and the boy being early initiated in the rudiments of 
knowledge, took ſuch a liking to learning and to learned men, that in 

order to puſh his ſtudies, he attached himſelf to the complete doctor and 
excellent teacher, our lord and teacher Mahmed · ſadyc- ſiſtani: he got his 
name inſcribed amongſt his diſciples, and applied himſelf intenſely to the 
buſineſs of ſounding all the depths of knowledge, and of unfolding all the 
ſubtilities of ſcience; nor did he ever part with that illuſtrious maſter, ſo 
long as he lived; but continued to increaſe his acquiſitions, until by intenſe 
application and gradual labour, he arrived at the utmoſt height ofſcience; 
and now he is famed for. univerſality of learning: -in the ſcienceof theore- 
tical and practical | phyſick eſpecially, he is reputed to have. not his equal, 
With all his merit, and all his knowledge, he was in imitation of all the 
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(a) The Mahometans faſt rigorouſly, during that whole month, from the dawn of the 
day to ſun-ſet, without either eating or drinking, and even without imeling any ww 


fume.— See Note 128—Sedion Il. 
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learned men, his W reedevettdle) fond of retirement, and obſcurity, paſſing his 
time - in” peruſing the works of antient maſters > nor was he drawn i out of 
his retirement, but by the evils that poured at once upon his country. 
_His maſter on during t = - Hons * eb va and his od retired to * 


Denne 


ſcene of oppreſſion and Cos and a Variety of revolutions ele each 
other, he remembered his native country of India, and reſolvedto return thither. 
After his arrival in Bengal, he lived ſome days at Psraniah; but in a little 
time he thought proper to quit that country, as Seit. qhan had ſome abrupt- 
neſs in his character, as well as ſome Profligaey in his morals: From thence 
he repaired to Azim-abad, where he met Abdol- aaly-qhan the Poor Man's 
paternal uncle, who thinking bimſelf honored by ſuch a gueſt, received 
him generouſly, and undertook to ſupport him with decency. However as 
occaſions and opportunities to ſerve him did not offer, and he wiſhed for 
an independent ſubſiſtence, he quitted Azim-abad and repaired to A8d and 
Lucknow, where he remained a long time; until he was invited over by 
Zin-eddin- ahmed-qhan, governor of Azim-abad, who wrote him preſſing 
letters on that ſubject. The worthy man, who took thoſe invitations to 
be ſo many tokens of a return of good fortune, repaired to Azim-abad, 
where the governor no ſooner heard of his being near, than he ſent ſome 
perſons of note to bring him over; and he received him with the utmoſt 
diſtin&tion, making him ſeveral preſents ; for he thought it an honor to 
ſettle upon him a noble penſion, as well as to oblige him in every thing 
in his power. This ſtate of things laſted until that worthy Prince was 
murdered by Shifnſhic-qhan: at Which time the Seyd's houſe was plunder- 
ed, and himſelf reduced again to poverty; but hearing that Aly-verdy- 
qban was arrived at Mongher, he, like the Prophets of old, fled from a 
land of oppreſſion, and took ſhelter i in the Bengal Army, where the Vice- 
ro looking upon his aig arrival as ſome thing auſpicious to Hirhſcelf, 


(36) Perſia, has. no * general n name all c over * the eaſt: it i is only that part of i it is called 
Pars, the 6 Perf of the Greeks, which bears that Wh name. 5 
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and as. ſomething that annoupoęd Qagef-andhxiftaryoith big me, getra- 


dim with-diftingion,/ 2nd ſeulgd a glepriful.penſian wpon bim, which, ws 


always regularly paid; nor did. he gqyor Jae anything; from the kind- 
neſſes and attentions ſhown him ar firſt; But che Siyd halt, fired with a 
deſire of ſeeing the, completion; of Muſulmaniſm, and viſiting, the monu- 
ment of the Prince of Men, and kiſſing the venerable threſhold of the Firſt 
of Pontifes (37), (upon whom be grace. for ever); took a journey thither 
by Sea, and having enjoyed the happineſs for which. he had panted ſo 


long, he returned to Bengal where he found the Viceroy dying, and Se- | 
radj-eddo8luh, diſpoſing of every thing. The r new Prince, with a petulance that 
became his character of Ignorance. and profligacy, inſtead of” continuing | 


to uſe with diſtinction ſo worthy a man, offered him indignities; he ordered 
him to quit the apartment where he lived | in the palace: and this too 
without allowing him Aa moment” $ reſpite, The poor man confounded at 
the ſaddenneſs of the order, was at a loſs how t to account for i it, and how to 
diſpoſe of himſelf at ſo mort a notice; when he was ſuccoured by Providence: : 
Haſſep-reza-qhan, ſon to one of Hadji-ahmed's daughters, hearing of that 
. worthy man's being turned into the ſtreet, ran, on foot to the ſpot; and al- 


though not certain himſelf of his own fate, which his attachment to Ne- | 


vaziſh-mahmed-qhan. had rendered doubtful; and Seradj-eddo81z's levity 


and profligacy, ꝓrecarious, he engaged the worthy, man to take ſhelter in his 


own. houſe; and a few days. after, he made him preſent of a dyclling and 


a, ſpat, of ground attaining. to his own, where he took up his abode, and 


where / he lives to this day: it is on the water ſide. It is obſervable that this 
nobleman, who was then the flambeau and light of his family, had expo- 
ſed himſelf to the lion's jaws. by ſo noble an action: But the Divine: Mer- 
To inreturo. far; it, ace him from the tyrant ! in a pecu- 
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3705 The Prince of Men! 18 Mabomet, but the Firſt of Pon 0 carding; to the Shyak. | 


principles of the author, is Aali, whoſe pontificate, or reign, the Shyahs take to be the come 
pletiton-of- Muſulmaniſm: OE OE Re Wee a ea Cer * 
not an article of the Muſulman fait. 1 68 er 60 
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ryrant heard. of it, and FuE dN Acne to ttrnk- ſo hirmiſelf. Se- 
radireidöblah is now gokk? Be Has difappeared from this fake öf the earth; 
after having received à füll meafute for fiat lid Bad done; but the memos 
ry of this noble acm * ee been and remain te- 


Min. Bris N 10 nr 293 0 nt 


rates > 


A 


W gs 263 gui | 
12103 YOITHITN + 5; 2003 I 10% 10336475, 20d mou nog.) ts SS 704 to 
; V == E: | 
e vo 
ob 08 two ſuch r n Thule, If u cankt; dige o own pattern. 6 Wt 
of ane 2d 91964 ond. e þ S01U333 26.2004 
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chis day, (it being che month of Shaaban of the Fear, I 194) 38, and j 1181 ſpend- 
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ing his time in collating 1 confronting authoricies, explaining the 
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Scriptures, reading ps upon { 1 and ſhewing th the 1 nfluence of his 


learning a and virtues over the whole city of Moorſhoodaba. he. is aſſiduouſſy 


66 $5.47 S fel 


attended by Haſſen-Reza-q han and his children, by, Mahmed- boßeigrqhan, 
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by DoRor-baddy-qhan' > lon, ang | by numbers of t the moſt diſtinguiſhed per- 
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Tu ſecend of thofe two illuſttious men, which kettialn d to us from the 
former tines, is is the Prince of thoſe that fear God, and are attached to 
the rights of His \Pontifeithe Cream of the Learned in the true Science, 
Hadji-bedi-eddin. (Whom God may long conſerve at the head 6f the 
Muſulmaniſm; chat we may long refreſn our thirſt at the cooling waten 
of his virtues and learning!) He was born in the diſtrict Sarun, about 
Azimabad, and is renowned -amongft thoſe pious men, who fearing God, 
live retired; but with honor and decency. ' After having acquired a know- 
ledge of the ſciences, he reſo ed to ſpend his days f in the ſervice of his 


God, and in n his 
* 4 FIT ET 30 ( 
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leſh: for this purpoſe he attached himſelf to 
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( 2465 Þ. 
Qhadja-mahmed-djaafer, the forgivew39);Who was a Religious of diſtinc- 
tion and fortune; in whoſe ſervice hie remai Nong time, as his friend 
and as his diſciple; and where he acquired uch an, Fr Enſe love for the houſe 


of God (40), and for the tombs of the illuſtrious martyrs, chat he joined ſo- 
ciety with Hadji-ahmed-aaly, ſon-in-law to Moluvy-nafſyr, the forgiven, 


and made haſte to perform his Pilgrimage, and t to viſit the ſublune gates 
On his returning from chence, he went to kiſs the venerable Ruzuvian chreſh- 
old {on which be grace for ever); and after having enjoyed that happinels 
he returned to India, where he now lives with his chüdren and family i in 
Muſtepha- abad, a village of his wife 8 purchaſing. He is folidly pious, | 
deeply verſed in the Coran and i its commentaries, as well as in juriſprudence, 

and | in all the matters N relating v to Faith. Although no > ways a 8 to the 0 
their number; and the forgiven Sheh-mahmied-aaly paid him a great deal 
of regard, and uſed to ſay, that there was but one Azim- abad in India, and 
but one Hadji-bedi-eddin. One day as the Hadji, i in his way from Banares 
to his place of reſidence,” had advanced to Azim-abad merely to Tee the ve- 
nerable Shah; the latter conducted him to his very door, where he made 2 4 
fervent prayer fot him. The Hachi paſſes whole days and nights in prayer; 
nor is it known that he ever miſſed the night-prayer called Tehedjud or 
watching. His time was "regularly divided; but with ſo much vigilance 
upon himſelf, chat no man living can accuſe him of having done an action 
e to law, or unworthy of his age. He is now in his eightieth year 
and regrets that whilſt not one of the Imams or Pontifes (on whom be 
gw for ever) ! has s arrived a at ſuch an Age, his « own life ſhould haye been 


-1 5 10 SID 
*Þ 3549 233 B44 i Co #4 4 — -t 1: + - 


bh _— 


(300 The words rö⸗ pay 8 7 anſwer to the bes N the late; the 
deceaſed. A as SEO A 
(400 The houſe of God is the Caaba or 8 10 within the PR of Mecca: 
the houſe of one of the Martyrs is at Coofah or Nedjef, where is buried Aaly. There is an- 
other at Medina, where is buried Haſſen, his ſon; and another at Kerbelah, the burial 
place of Huſſein, his younger ag „The Nezerian threſhold is at T __ or Meſh- ned, 

where is buried * . 73 82. 
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T hanks are due to o the Almighty C God, chat che learned man is ſtill living to 


this day, (it being the month of Shagban of the year 11 194) 38, and is ſpend- 
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ing his time in. collating, books, confronting, authorities, cx explaining. t the 
nf mir £94: BOLL | lc 031% 
Scriprures, reading, lectures upon kcjences, and Weving the influence of his 
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learning and virtues over the „Whole city of Moorſhoodabal he. is iduouſly 
dren, by, Mahmed- hoſsip-qhan, 
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attended by kak Ress gen, an bis chil i 
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ing b. break. i "May God continue to kreten: the ſhade e of that illuſtrious Sey 
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perſon over the heads of Tas” ſervants and adorers! Amen. . 
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Tur b thoſe two illüſtrious men, which gef v to us from = 
former tines, is the Prince of thoſe that fear God, and are attached to 
the rights of tis Pontife the Cream of the Learned in the true Science, 
Hadji-bedi-eddin.” (Whom God may long conſerve at the head 6f the 
Muſulmaniſm, that we may long refreſn our thirſt at the cooling waters 
of his virtues and learning!) He was born in the diſtrict Sarun, about 
Azimabad, and is renowned amongſt thoſe pious. men, who fearing God, 
live retired; but with honor and decency. ' After having acquired” a know- 
ledge of the ſciences,” he reſolved to ſpend his days in the-ſervice of his 
God, and in e bis fleſh: for this Fe he attached himſelf to 
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eng time, as his friend 


of God Ce and be the hls of the illuſtrious martyss,” chat he joined ſo- 
ciety with Hadj i- ahmed-aaly, ſon-in-law to Moluvy-nafſyr, the forgiven, 
and made haſte to perform his "Pilgrimage, and to viſit the fublime' gates. 


On his returning from chence, he went to kiſs the venerable Ruzuvian chreſh- 
od (on which be grace for ever); and after having enjoyed that happineſs, 


he returned to India, where he now lives with his children and family i in 


Muſtepha-abad, a village of his vile 8 purchaſing. He is ſolidly pious, 
deeply verſed in the Coran and i its commentaries, as well as in juriſprudence, 
and in all the matters relating to faith.” Although n no ways a ſtranger to the 0 
prophane branches of knowledge, the ſublimeſt doctors reckon him one of : 
their number; and the forgiven Sheh- -mahmed-aaly paid him a great deal 
of regard, and uſed to ſay, that there was but one Azim-abad i in India, and 


but one Hadji-bedi-eddin. One day as the Hadji, i in his way from Banares 


to his place of reſidence, had advanced to Azim-abad merely 1 to Tee the ve- 


nerable Shah; the latter conducted him to his very door, where he made a 


fervent 1 prayer fot him.” "The Hadji I paſſes whole days and nights in prayer; 


nor is it known that he ever miſſed the night-prayer called Tehedjud or 


i 


watching, His rime was "regularly divided; but with ſo much vigilance | 


upon himſelf, "that no man living can accuſe him of having done an action 


contrary to law. or unworthy of his age. He is now in his eightieth year, 


and regrets that whilſt not one of the Imams or Pontifes (on whom be 


n for ever) ! has s arrived at fuck an age, his own life ſhould haye been 
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(635) The ods tbe N 3 anſwer to the n N the late; "the 

; deceaſed. * | I F 5 
(40) The * of God is FA Crake or ens "TY within the 8 of Mecca: 
the houſe of one of the Martyrs is at Coofah or Nedjef, where is buried Aaly. There is an- 
other at Medina, where is buried Haſſen, his ſon; and another at Kerbelah, the burial 


place of Huſſein, his younger goof The Rexevian threſhold is at Tile or Meſh- hed, 


where is 4 850 . 2 
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hiſtory requires, that we ſhould teturn to Seradj-eddo8lah, That young 


SS kn Ts 


Prince having taken poſſeſion of he ſovereignty . of Bengala, Bahar, and 
dreſſa, ſpent ſome time in his , mourning, and then took his ſeat on the 


Gui 


$eradj;eddo8lah throne of do minion and command. The fiſt operation of his government 


commences his 


* 


1 ae, was that of ordering a number of his forces to march to Motidjil, with 
ty 


his 
Biby Gahaſſity. 


injunctions to bring h his aunt, Biby-gahafiry, from thence, and to confine 
her in Tome other Place; alter wh ich the commanding officer was to ſeize 
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every ching belonging to her, jewels, money, as as well as furniture, and to 
carry it to his own treaſury. It was then that the. filly woman found the 


4 171,0 . 


conſequence of having ſo. liberally diſtributed her money. The command- 


l — * 


ers and troops, who, had, ſome time before Aaly-verdy-qhan' s demiſe, 
received ſo much gold and ſo many preſents from her, under ſolemn 
promiſes of fighting for het cauſe againſt Seradj-eddoBlah, now finding not 
in themſelyes any ſtomach for. fighting at all, bad already retired. to thoſe 
places of ſhelter which they had purchaſed with her money: and the com- 
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 manders Rs already gone, ſoon were followed 555 the, multi 
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ike men that had loſt their wits. " Mir-nuzur-aly; + was as a much „ as 
any fr . this man | who had b 3 the author of thoſe oſs ſchemes of refiſtence, 


and Who cut ſo great a figure in the heart uf chat Princeſs, as well as in 


. Her houſehold (41), no ſooner ſaw himſelf furrounded, than being out of 
PI: — —— . — Ng ee * 0 — 
wo This, Mito enly: was a e ſtyle of Haſſein- —— tall, ſtout, 7 

handſome: | This man, who ran away from Bengal with twelve or fifteen lacs in jewels, 

and God knaws how much more: in caſtt, retufned into that country in the year 1780, 

poor and diſtreſſed, obliged to live in his old age at the expence of a dance woman, an 

e of his; he had ſquandered all that treaſure at Dice at Banares. 


11 | 
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his mind as well as others, he engaged in his cauſe by large preſents, two 
commanders of character who interceded in his Ka with the new Prince, 
and found means to procure his eſcape. | e Doſt-mahmed-qhan 
and Rehem-qhan; but every thing found in the houſe of that Pinceſs was 

regiſtered, and ſent to the public treaſury; -and that ſhort-ſighted woman, 
Who inſtead of hating her Nephew, ought to have conſidered him as her 
own ſon, received in that day her juſt retribution, for her having conſented 
to Huſſein-c8ly-qhan's unjuſt death; and for having been guilty of an in- 


finity of infamous actions, with which ſhe had diſhonored her character and. 
family. She was diſrobed of her rank and honor, ſtriped of her wealth, 


and put under confinement. Rabia-begum, her ſiſter, had on her ſide full 
reaſon to be frightened; but ſhe eſcaped with little hurt, by the means of 
her daughter, relict of Ecram-eddo8lah, who had been brother of the 
reigning Prince. | 


THis expedition againſt Moti-djil was followed by very great changes at 
Court. Mir-djaafer-qhan, who had enjoyed theſe many years the office of 
Paymaſter-general of the forces, loſt his office, which was beſtowed: on a 
new man, Mir-meden, a gentleman ſent for purpuſely from Djehanghir- 
nugur-daca, where he was one of thoſe attached to Haſſen-eddin-qhan, 
nephew to Huſſein-c81y-qhan.: Mohun-lall (a), Divan to Seradj-eddo8lak's 
houſehold, was appointed Divan-general, and Prime Miniſter, with full 
power over every branch of: adminiſtration; the title of Maha-radja, or 
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(a) This Mohon-lal had made a preſent of his ſiſter to Seradj-eddo8lah, which ſiſter 
was a true Indian beauty, ſmall and delicate. For nothing is more common amongſt In- 
dians, when they want to give an idea of a ſurpaſſing beauty, than to ſay ; when ſhe ate 
Paan, you might have ſeen through ber tin the colored liquor run down her throat: and ſpe 
was ſa delicate, as to weigh only twenty-two ſeers, (or ſixty- ſix pounds Engliſh : which by 
the bye, was, they ſay, the weight of that beloved girl, which Seradj-edd68lah ordered 
to be immured alive. She was detected in an intrigue with Seradj-edd68lah's brother-in- 
law: **. Miſs, . ſaid the Prince, I find that you are a whore?”” And /o am I, anſwered, dif- 
dainfully the poor woman in deſpair, who had been a dance-woman , I have ever been /o: 
this indeed might be made a matter of reproach to your mother, but not to me: I am ſo by trade. 
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vu) 
Great Prince, was added to the inveſtiture; together with a kettle-drum, 
a fringed paleky, and the grade of five thouſand horſe; and ſo much truſt 
was repoſed in that man, as well -as ſo much power lodged in his hands, 
that the grandees and commanders, who had already conceived a diſlike to 
the new Prince, on account of his levity,' and his profligacy, as well as his 
harſh language, and the hardneſs of his heart, finding themſelves ſubjected 


to thoſe two new men, and eſpecially to the latter, whoſe arrogance they 


could not bear, now ſet no bounds to their diſcontents ; and every one of 
them ſowed in his breaſt the thoughts of getting rid of ſo improper a Ruler; | 
in ſo much that none remained attached to him, but a few young men, as 
profligate and as giddy as himſelf, all of whom: had been tuddenly raiſed to 
power and influence by his means. Fot as to the principal men in the city 


and army, every one of them, ſhocked to ſee ſuch a man on the throne, 


were only intent on finding out the means of overturning his power, whe- 
ther by art, by force, or by treaſon. And ſoon fortune fayored their 


Cauſe of he | SERADJ-ED-DGBLAH had, a little after his acceflion to the throne, conceiv- 
war which he 


declares aaf ed | in his heart the deſign of wrenching the country of P8raniah from the 


hands of Shaocat-djung, his own couſin, ſon to the late Sayd-ahmed-qhan; 
and with this view he had repaired to Radj-mahl. Such a ſudden arrival 
threw Shaocat-djung, as well his favorites and miniſters into diſmay : they 
were ſeized with a panick; and as he did not truſt his miniſters as yer, 
he turned himſelf towards the religious and pious men of that city, whoſe 
prayers he requeſted, to the end that the imminent evil might be averted, 
and Seradj-edd681ah' might alter his mind, and return to his capital. 
But whilſt Shaocat-djung was thus employed, news came to Seradj-ed-do8- 


lah at Radj-mahl, that Kiſhun- bohlsb, ſon to Radja Rahdj-b8lub, heretofore 


Divan to Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, had given the lip to the guards that had 
been ſent to Djehanghir-nugur-dacea to ſetze him, and had made his eſcape 


to . where he was protected by, Mr. Brake, the chief man of that 
town (“). 


3 


c 
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town(*). On hearing this, Seradj-ed-d68lah gave up his deſign againſt Sha- 
ocat-djung, and returned to Moorſhoodabad; where, after writing many 
ſharp letters and reprimands to Mr. Drake, the meſſages and literary 
correſpondence ended in declared war; and Seradj-ed-d681ah aſſembled an 
army againſt Calcutta. But this Prince, whoſe head was ſo much; diſor- 
dered by the fumes of pride and ignorance, as to commit an infinity! of er- 
rors, continued, even after having declared war, to welter in the miry eddies 


of preſumption, levity and inſolence: he neglected, and daily inſulted thoſe - 


antient commanders; that had ſerved ſo faithfully and bravely, Aaly-ver= 
dy-qhan, his uncle; fo that intimidated now by his grand-ſon's character 
and foul language, they did not dare to open their mouths, or to take breath 
in his preſence: moſt of them, ſhocked at the diſhonorable expreſſions made 
uſe of in ſpeaking to them, and incenſed at the inſolence of the upſtarts 
that had taken poſſeſſion of his mind, were ſo far from offering advice 
upon the poſture of affairs, or upon the manner of proceeding in this expe- 
dition, that they were in general ill-intentioned, and wiſhing to fee its 
miſcarriage, as well as their Ruler's downfal: and whilſt himſelf, on his 
ſide, made it a point not to aſ any one's opinion; on the other, thoſe he 
conſulted (and theſe were no other, than thoſe which he had lately pro- 
moted), being moſt of them incapable: and (inexperienced, did not chuſe 
to mention in his preſence any advice that might ſhock his ſentiments, and 
thereby endanger the power and authority to which they had been ſo lately 
raiſed. As for himſelf, he was ignorant of the world, and incapable to 
take a reaſonable party, - being totally deſtitute of ſenſe and penetration, 
and yet having a head ſo obſcured by the ſmoke of ignorance, and ſo giddy 
and intoxicated with the fumes of youth and power and dominion, that he 
knew no diſtinction betwixt good and bad, nor betwixt vice and virtue. 
His imprudence was ſo enormous, that in the middle of a military ex- 
PR he would fer daggers in the hearts of his braveſt and ableſt 
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0) Such was then the etiquette e Matters are much altered now; and the 
W of that town is now the Ruler of the greateſt Empire in India, 
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commanders, by bis harſn language, and his choleric diſpoſition. Such 
uſage naturally rendered them regatdleſs, and utterly neglectful. Elſe, this 
diſpute with the Engliſh inight have. been terminated by a few words, in 
a conference, by the leaſt of his miniſters and coinmanders, without it 
becoming neceſſary to recur to force and to are But it having been de- 
creed by Providence, that the guilty race of Aaly-verdy-qhan- ſhould, be 
deprived of an empire that had coſt ſo much toil in rraring; of courſe it was 


in its deſigns that the three provinces of Bengkla, Bahar, and g reſſa, ſhould be 


found to have for maſters twO young men, equally proud, #qually incapable, 
and equally cruel, Seradj-ed-d681ah, and Shäbcat- dj ung: in conſequente of, 
their behaviour, equally cruel and thoughtleſs; ſmoke was already ſeen to riſe 
from out of Aly-verdi=-qhan's generation and houſe. In one: word, Seradj- 
eddoB8lah, after having given his orders for aſſembling an army and à field- 


equipage, ſet. out at the beginning of Rainazan, on that ill concerted, 


ominous expedition of his own contriving: and without conſulting any 


one, he by haſty marches arrived in that field which deſtiny had ſown 


with thorns and evils for his family. The Engliſh being certain now, 
that Seradj-ed-d681ah wanted to go to war with them, reſolved, although 
unprepared for ſuch an attack, to ſtand to their defence; they ſhut up ſome 
ſtreers of their town, [fortified [fone houſes ſtronger than the others, pre- 
pared their ancient factory, and bravely waited for the enemy. Seradj- ed- 
do81ah, who had a numerous artillery, and as numerous an army, ſoon took 
poſſeſſion of thoſe fortified out · poſts: in a little time, and without much 
trouble, he ſoon became maſter of the Engliſh town; and Mr. Drake, 
finding that matters went hard with him, abandoned every thing, and 
fled; without ſo much as giving notice to his countrymen. He took ſhelter 


on board of a ſhip, and with a ſmall number of friends and principal 


perſons, he diſappeared at once. Thoſe that remained, finding themſelves 
abandoned by their chiefs, concluded their caſe muſt be deſperate; yet 
moſt of them were impreſſed with ſuch "a ſenſe of honor, that prefering 
death to life they fought it out, until their powder and ball failing at laſt, 


they 
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they beavely. drank up the bitter cup of death: ſome otherg, ſeized by the 
claws. of deſtiny, were made priſoners. The capture of the factory was 
followed; by an univerſal pillage: the company's warehouſes, and the 
dwellings of the principal Engliſh, Gentoo, and Armenian merchants, 1 1 
all of which were repleniſhed with an infinite quantity of goods and money, | 
were plundered by the vileſt part of the army: nor did Seradj-ed-d681ah 
reap any benefit from ſo much wealth in merchandiſe and money. This. 
event happened in the twenty-ſecond day of the month of Ramazan, in 

the year of the Hedjra 1169, juſt ſeventy-two days after Aaly- verdy- A. D. 
qhan's demiſe. Mr. Watch (Watts), Chief of the factory at Coſſimba- 
zar, with a few others from the town of Calcutta, were made n. 

and kept in confinement. 
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To all appearance it is in this affair that ſome Bibies (42), amongſt 
the women of the Engliſh, fell in the hands of Mirza-emir-beg. This was 
a gentleman attached to Mir-djaafer-qhan, one of the generals of the army. 
The Mirza, with all the abſtinence and'reſerve that became a man of edu- 
cation and honor, kept them decently and untouched, but in feeret; and at a 
night, he informed his maſter of the whole matter, who gave him 4 
Blovaliab (43), or Fivife bode, in which he put the Bidies, and let W 
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(42) Ladies. There! is not a "won has of thoſe Engliſh ſhut up in the Black- hole, to 
the number of 131, where they were moſtly ſmothered; The truth is, that the Hindoſtanees 
wanting only to ſecure them for the night, as they were to be preſented" the next morning 
to the Prince, ſhut them up in what they heard was the priſon of the Fort, without having 
any idea of the capacity of the room; and indeed the Engliſh, thetnſelves had none of it; 
This much is certain, that this event, which cuts ſo capital a ſigure in Mr. Watts's perfor- 
mance, is not known in Bengal; and even in Calcutta, it is ignored by every man out of 
the four hundred thouſand that inbabit that city: at leaſt it is difficult to meet a fingle na- 
tive that knows any thing of itz ſo careleſs, and ſo incurious are thoſe people. Were we 
therefore to accuſe the Indians of cruelty, for ſuch a thoughtleſs action, we would of courſe 
accuſe the Engliſh, who intending, to embark four hundred Gentoo fipahees, deſtined for 
Madras, put them in boats, without one ſingle neceſſary, and at laſt left them to be over- 
ſet by the boar, where they all periſhed, after a three days faſt. 


(A Bhoraliah, is a boat from fifty to a hundred and twenty feet in a upon 
three or four in breadth, rowed by 20 or 60 rowers. The rapidity with which they paddle 
zgainſt a ſtream that runs at the rate of from ſeven to n miles per hour, is paſt be- 


lief. 
H 


drive, 
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drive, as if by accident, with the ſtream: being ſoon got paſt the army 
guards, he rowed with vigour, and in a little time he arrived at twelve 
coſſes below, where Mr. Drake's ſhip lay at anchor. There he delivered 
the Bibies; and theſe ladies having rendered an honorable teſtimony to 
Emir. beg's modeſt behaviour, made ſuch an impreſſion on their huſhands, 
that the latter, although nearly deſtitute themſelves, collected ſome jewels, 
to make him a handſome preſent, in acknowledgement of his generous con- 
duct: but it was refuſed' by the Mirza, who ſaid to one of them: * Gen- 
ce tlemen, what I have done, was not for the ſake of a preſent; for as you 
« are a chief man in your nation, and a man of diſtinction and ſentiments, 
* ſo] ama gentleman in my own nation, and a man of honor and hu- 
*© manity. I have done nothing but what was required by a ſenſe of honor; 
ce and what might entitle me to your remembrance.” After ſaying this, he 
got into his boat, and rowing all night, he rejoined: his maſter before 
day-break. And really what he had done is no more than what ought to 
have been expected from a man of honor; for ſuch ought t to be the actions of 
gentlemen: as to thoſe men who ſtyle themſelves Muſulmen, and have laid 
their hands upon the properties and honor of other people, their acti- 
ons are no better than ſo many ſuggeſtions of the Dæmon of Concupiſcence, 
and fo many illuſions of the Devil, their prototype (4) and maſter: and 
they are ſuch indubitably: although their rulers ſhould pretend to derive 
their pedigree from the ſucceſſors and heirs of the Prince of Prophets, and 
ſhould fancy that they are actually armed and fighting in the cauſe of God. 
Vain are thoſe pretenſions of their's! for their actions prove indubitably that 
they are attached ſolely to this world; there being an evident difference 
berwixt the n of the juſt, and thoſe of ſuch worldly-minded men as us 
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(2) This is a /orzze of our author” 5 upon Mir-djafer-qhan, Who, four years after the cap- 
ture of Calcutta, made a preſent to Colonel Clive of ten handſome women out of his ſera- 
glio, that is, out of Seradj-ed-d68lah's ſeraglio, although he was himſelf a Seyd, or a de- 
ſcendant of the Prophet's, and, like all the Muſulmen Princes of. India; had aſſumed the | 
 firname of Peer or 3 fighting REM infidels. \ +} 0 WAKE 


* a = \ 
3 £* 2 4 , „ 7 4 7 7 
— &S 1 4141 "7 a = PR E — ON „130 2 whoſe 
\ a. 8 + 


(723 3) 
whoſe only ſcope and aim is this world, and only _ world. The diffe- 


rence is indeed indiſputable and amazing. 


g 2 VERSES. 
* Do not n the works: of the Virtuous after your own ſelf; 5 


Nor ſo far miſtake, as to find no difference betwixt /hir and Heir (44). wp. 
Doubtleſs were the Prophet himſelf, or the Prophet's heir, to come into 
the world again, whatever they ſhould command would be obligatory 
on a Muſulman, „and would require his ſubmiſſion and obedience; but in 
the Pontife' s abſence, or that of his Prophet's, ſelf defence only becomes 
our right: by which it is meant, that if any one ſhould attack our life, 
honor or Property, and injury is not otherwiſe to be prevented, we have 
chen a right, nay we are obliged to repel it by whatever means are in our 
Peers this unqueſtionably i is lawful to us; but not, that out of ambition 

and covetouſneſs, we ſhould, on thoſe accounts, expoſe to imminent dan- 
ger both ourſelves and the People of God. Accurſed and deſtroyed be 
the houſe of thoſe faithlefs Muftees (45), who by their ſhameful anſwers 
and diſgraceful ſentences, have plunged a world of Unfortunates into a ſea 
of evils! But deſtroyed it has already been: God, our Lord, preſerve Us 
as "bell as all other Faithfuts, from the CIP of 27 men, as Hi Us 


in fear 9.8 th and 9, man 4 46). 
177 


Bur to return to our 0 Serach-ed-döslab, after king paſſed ſome 
time at Calcutta, in beholding the deſtruction of houſes, and the deſola- 
tion of numbers of it's innocent inhabitants, as well as in compleating ſome 
other affairs, which he fancied to be very adyantageous and proper, at laſt 
ſet out for his capital, where he arrived in full health. He had left for 
the guard of his new) conqueſt a body of eight or nine thouſand foot, and 


five thouſand. horſe, the whole” as well as that town, under the £aramane 


ES Stir in e agtile⸗ equally milk and Tyger or Lion, the ſound and 7180 


racter being exactly th fame. | 
| (45) The word Mufti coming i * 3 ggnibes a giver of anten; : jp 
i. The Mufti is the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical dignity in a city or proyince, 


(46) A paſſage of the Coran, on ; 
RN 
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of Manic- chund, hitherto: Divan to the Radja Bardevan. This, Gover- 
nor was a man, preſumptuous, arrogant, deſtitute of capacity, and wholly 
without courage, as it did appear evidently enough at Bardevan, when he 
fled with all- his might, on ſeeing· Aly verdy- qhan ſurrounded on a ſud- 
den by the Marhattas. It was after ſueh an experiment that Manic-chund 
was entruſted with ſo extenfive a command and it was after making ſo 
W a choice, that he went on diſobliging and ſhocking his principal 
commanders, ſuch as Mir-djaafer-qhan, and Rehemeqhan, and eſpecially 
Omer-qhan, an-old officer, whoſe, two ſons, Sclabet-qhan, and Dilir-qhan, 
were ſoldiers of merit, and as well as of old ſtanding, He ill uſed, Radja- 
dosllobram allo, as well as many others, all commanders of character, 
3 all deſerving the utmoſt regard, and all choroughly eſtranged from him by 
| | huis harſh language, and his, ſhocking behaviour: nor were the principal 
co General rug Citizens of Moorſhoodabad. better ufed; Djagat-ſeat | eſpecially: all theſe 
| e . ;vyere tired of living under ſuch an adminiſtration; and wiſhed no better than 
| to be rid of ſuch a government, by Seradzaed-dd8lah's. death: fo that 
| whenever they chanced to perceive. any appearance of diſcontent any where, 
or any hatred againſt the preſent government, they would ſend ſecret 
meſſages to the party, with exhortations to contrive ſome mode of deli- 
yerance; under promiſe of their being heartily andeffectually ſupported. Mir- 
| djaafer-qhan, as the moſt conſiderable and the moſt injured of the mal- 
contents, was the foremoſt amongſt theme Djagat- feat had: underhand 
promifed to ſopport him vigorouſly; and they formed together à conſede · 
& racy, which has been hinted at in the narrative about Shaooatidjungy and 
| which hall be explained in the ſubſequent pages: for now iti becomes 
| | proper to reſume that young 'Prince's- hiſtory, in order to ſee hom he 
| is Voent to wreck. füch 4 digreſſion neceſſarily muſt” have it's pluce here, to 
| anfiver the expectations of thoſe, *who' having already got:fomer idea of the 
| 13 | profligacy and ignorance of that young man's character, a are e to 
know How. he NN to > miſmanage, 3 and bs ho ended at laſt. 
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WI have already mentioned how Skyd-ahmed-qhan died, and how he 
was fucceeded by his ſon, Shaocat-djung: and how, not thinking proper 

to remain in that young Prince's ſervice, I, the Poor Man, had quited P8- 
| raniah, with intention to repair to Azim- abad, where our family is ſettled: 
but that hearing at Carangolah that my two younger brothers, and my ma- 
ternal uncle, Sẽyd- abdol- vehhab-qhan, had been baniſhed from that city, 
by a late order of Seradj-ed-d68lah's, I had become fearful of that Prince's 
reſentment, on my own account; ſo that finding it difficult to get out of 
his dominions, it being a voyage that would have required fifteen days, 

and in the height of the rains; and full as diſagreeable to paſs That ſeaſon 

in ſuch a lonely place as Carangolah, I had thought it better to return to 
P8rantah. But no ſooner was I landed in my home, than my very im- 
ptudent friends became urging for my taking ſervice with that ſenſeleſs 
youth, Shãocat-djung, whoſe character I knew; or had gueſſed ſo well. I 
would anſwer, © that my attaching myſelf to chat young Prince was not 
likely to laſt long: that I foreſaw that his affairs would not end well: 
& that now that I was ſiting in a corner of my own houſe, I was fafe from 
te theſe two thoughtleſs young men, (Shiocat-djung, and Seradj- ed-dòglah); 
« but that once engaged in the former's ſervice, I would be expoſed to 
ce the ſhafts of the perverſe character of both: and for theſe reaſons I re- 
ce queſted their tormenting me no more, on that ſubject.“ All this did not 


Account of Shi 


ocat - djung re- 


ſumed. 5 


avail: they would endleſsly obſerve that even death in good company was 


not without its pleaſure; and they all ſeemed diſcontented and eſtranged from 


me. At laſt finding that I remained immoveable, they one day contrived to 


come in a body to the Poor Man's houſe, with the Prince at their head; and 
this young man made uſe of ſo many intreaties to draw me out of my retire- 
ment, that I ſoon ſaw that unleſs I ſubmitted inſtantly, I might ſee realiſed in 
fewdays all thoſe evils and misfortunes, which I had only conceived as proba- 
ble: I conceived that I might experience directly what I feared might happen 
only in the ſequel; and that the Prince, incenſed at my refuſal, would render 
my ſay at P8raniah "__ uneaſy, by ſeti eting up ſome ſubje& of quarrel upon 
| I | mme 


; E 25 08 
ſome paſt ſubject. Being then at'a-loſs how to manage, I opened my arms to 
all contingencies, agreed to attach myſelf to him, and commenced fre- 
quenting his court. For a few days, the young man being much at a loſs 
what to do with his own ſelf, ſeemed ſtudious of following my advice, 
(doubtleſs out of natural levity of temper;) and he made it a point to ma- 


nage all his affairs moſtly by my counſels, or at my deſire: ſo that 


like the Vezir (47) in the game of Cheſs, I was cloſe to a wooden King, 


that could neither think, nor ſpeak a word, nor act, by himſelf. I was 
obliged to read him leſſons about ſigning papers, giving audience, and 
ſupporting a character in public; and he was ſo intent on profiting by my 
leſſons, that when I chanced to arrive too late at Court, he would ſtay 
all proceedings, and remain ſilent, until I was come. Such a conduct put 
me to a deal of trouble and embarraſſinent: he could neither read fluently, 
nor write legibly; ſo that I was obliged to be both his ſchool-maſter, and 
his miniſter, I was obliged to direct his pen, teach him that Aba was 
written with two A's and a Be, and to tell him how to join A to the next 
letter, and a ſylable to a ſylable, and how to keep his words aſſunder: I 
thought he was improving his hand and mind; when one day, as there 
were many papers to be ſigned, he on a ſudden ſhewed marks of impa- 
tience; and throwing his pen away, he roſe, in a viſible paſſion, from his 
meſaed, and went and ſat at a diſtance from it. As there ſubſiſted no rea- 
ſon of diſcontent between us, I did not aſk what might 'be the cauſe of 
this ſudden flaſh, but continued ſiting a full hour; after which I roſe, and 
taking a reſpectful leave, I was followed by all the perſons preſent, and I 
went to Ro8h-eddin-huſstin-qhan's houſe. This nobleman had eſpouſed 
his ſiſter, being a ſon of Seif-qhan the forgiven, and had an extreme 
regard for me. After taking my ſeat, I could not help mentioning with 
wonder that ſuddenneſs of behaviour in the young Prince, for which I 
could not account in any, manner in my power. I had hardly done ſpeak- 
ing, when a ſervant of Shaocat-djung's brought me a note, ſigned by his 
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maſter: it was in theſe terms: My Lord is my . and not my ſebool- 
maſter; why does be give himſelf ſo much trouble about my reading and writ- 
ing? I anſwered, © that in this I had only ated as J had been deſired to 
te act; but now that I was better informed of his pleaſure, I would no 
6 more give his Highneſs any trouble on that head; and for ſome days, 


I let him do as he pleaſed, without offering a ſingle word; until one day 


he. came himſelf cloſe to me, and with many importunities deſired me again 
to overſee his reading and his ſignature, I deſired to be excuſed, and 
added © that young Princes were of a fiery temper, and I, the Poor Man, 
« fearful of offending; as I could not always gueſs what might be his High- 
« neſs's pleaſure: and that I hoped he would hold me excuſed.” But he 
would not hear of my excu ſes; and he continued his importunities fo aſſi- 


duouſly, that fain I was to alter my conduct; but yet I only anſwered every 


queſtion he put, or only taught whenever he defired it; and matters went 
on in that manner for ſome time; when one day there came a letter from 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, that exhorted him to ſtand up, and to wreſt the whole 
of Aaly-verdy-qhan's eſtate from Seradj-ed-do8lah's hands. He mention- 
ed ſeveral commanders and grandees, ** who, as well as Mir-djaafer-qhan 
ce himſelf, looked upon Sayd-ahmed-qhan's ſon, as their only reſource 
« againſt the growing and daily cruelties of Seradj-ed-do8lahs; and he 
« pledged himſelf that he would be ſtrongly and unanimouſly ſupported, 
« as the enterpfiſa was eaſy, and it only wanted ſome one to fit on the 
© throne: in wich caſe all the others would, undertake to place him 
« thereon, under certain conditions, and ſtipulations, which he mentioned 
ce at length (c). 


: 


Tuis ; letter, and ſome others of a like ſtyle, together with the concert 


chat ſeemed to ſubſiſt between the principal men at Moorſhoodabad, 
overſet entirely che. brainteſs head of Shãocat - djung: and what contributed 


11 — 


| (c) This is the firſt inſtance, probably, in the Eaſt, where people ſubmitting to a Mo- | 
narch, thought of tying him down to certain conditions and ſtipulations, 


Not 
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not a little to this diſorder, was the arrival. of two range: EY chat aps 
peared at the ſame time at P8rania: the one was a certain light- headed 
Mir-maali-qhan; one of the many ones that had a ſiſter amongſt Saadet- 
qhan's conſbrts, once ſovereign of Add. He made ſuddenly his appearance 
in Shaocat-djung's-court, and as ſuddenly was taken into his ſervice. This 
man, who was an antient friend of Mir-djaafer-qhan's, acquired a com- 
plete command over his mind; and as he ſoon became thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the young man's temper, he filled his head with chimeras. 
The other of theſe two men, was one Habib-beg, who had been for years 
together in Aaly-verdy-qhan's ſervice, and was of a temper inclined to 
oddities, whims, and profligacy. This man having ſomehow. fallen 
under Seradj-ed-d68lah's diſpleaſure, at Calcutta, had thought the place 
| too dangerous for his ſafety, and had ffed for his life to P̃rania, where he 
alſo was inliſted amongſt the friends and favorites of Shaocat-djung's: and 
theſe two men, in hopes of turning to account that young Prince's pro- 
penſity to- flattering propoſals, took care to keep alive that high opinion 
which he had now conceived of himſelf; nor did they ceaſe to flatter him 
to his heart's content. Totally ignorant of the world, and circumvented, 
as well as. deceived, by the falſe repreſentations of thoſe ſycophants, he 
thought that the misfortunes which had brought them ſo far, were ſo many ad- 
vantages for himſelf; and now being full in the'focus of flattery, he-bubled 
into high-flown notions of his perſon, which he really thought ſuperior to any 
thing under the orb of the moon; and being made ſenſible by thoſe two men 
of his own importance, he was often heard to ſay, © that after having taken 
e poſſeſſion of Bengal, he would, juſt to clear his way, fall firſt upon Absl⸗- 
« manſgr-qhan's ſon, and then would ſubdue the ſon of Ghazy-eddin- 
ce qhan (48): and that after having placed on the throne an Emperor of 
te his own liking, he would puſh, on as far as s Lahor and Cabs], from 


— — — — — SE 


(48). The titles. of theſe two. REG are omitted by-e FE. 1 he contempt; 
for the firſt was no leſs a man than Shudjah-ed-d68lah, and the ſecond was the Vezir, 
Sheab-eddin-umad-el-mulk, who dethroned both Ahmed-ſhah. and a. ſecond, 
his maſter, | | | 

ce whence 


„ 


«1 LEROY" ſhall. proced to Candahar. and Qboraſſan (49), 1 (ale! 
ec he) J intend to take up my reſidence, as tlie climate of Bengal does not 


e ſuit my ſtate of health. Such were the notions of that young man's, 
and ſuch were his projects. But as his father had found means to open a 
| correſpondence. with Zya-ed-dõslah, and with Djelal-eddin-mahammed- 
qhan, who were the favorite friends of Mir-ſheabeddin-umad-el- mull, the 
Vezir, he ſoon: obtained from thence leave to take poſſeſſion. of the 
three ptovinces governed by Seradj-ed-d68lah, under condition bf en 
to the Preſence the latter 8 confiſcation, and of forwarding e. an 


annual Ho of one coror of * 7 


— - — < . - 

: — — 2 

23222323 — 
—_— - 

"= E 
4 = — ry 

2 2 2 
* — 


—  — 


* 


——— 
\ — 
> . = = 
x 


X 


— I — 
— 
—_=—_ 
= = 

9 


dt 
. 


5 — — 
— ” + 
. * 
* 


— — 
= . 


> — 
- ol — — * 
Y * 4 WJ = 
= ==. 
— — — — 


1 „ 3 
. 
= = 


On the receipt "of that patent, his 1 a had already reached to 
the ſphere of the moon, now roſe to the ſun's orb; and he commenced 
: picking up quarrels with the principal officers and commanders of the old 
court, Thoſe men, whom his father had been at ſo much pains to attach to 
his perſon and family, and who had ſpent their lives in his ſervice, were now 
taken to talk for the childiſh reaſon of their having, in his youth time, | 2 
diſobeyed ſome orders of his, whilſt they had injunctions to the contrary a 5 | 
from his father, and of courſe. ated conſiſtently wich their duty. Moſt of | 
thoſe old ſoldiers were now degraded, loſt their appointments, or were 

uſed with contempt, to the heart-felt ſatisfaction of Mir-maaly- qhan, and N A 28 7 N 
of Habib-beg, his aſſociate, as well as of all thoſe who had been the 1 _ 
companions of his boyiſh paſtimes; and who being moſtly as thoughtleſs as 
himſelf, wete ſo far from repreſling his ardor, that they would add fewel | 
to it: all theſe beheld with ſatisfaction the depreſſion of the old grandees, 
in hopes that they would ſoon ſucceed to their places; as they reckon- 


* 


ed that every mark of contempt or diſgrace ſet upon them, amount- 


"WE 
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. ed to as much as a mark of diſtinction confered upon themſelves. The 
two new comers * were the foremoſt in exaCting him to a full 
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65 The Geral, the Eaſternmoſt province of Perf, i is at leaſt five hundred leagues 
from P8rania. - | | 75 
K | execution 
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eee of his 2 and mean while they were 3 | 


nities to get from him rich dreſſes of honor; and elephants, and horſes, 
and jewels, and new offices. As to my own part, ſeeing how tnatters went, 


I ſometimes obſerved to them, © that they ought firſt of all to-contrive how 
« to ſtrengthen their Prince's government, and how to confirm his power; 


« and that this being once ſolidly eſtabliſhed;'it would be time then to think 


=p of geting jewels and elephants.“ My obſervation did not avail: no at- 


tention was paid to it; and the Prince went on as he had commenced. 


One day he took into his head to feize and confine Lally, the Colonel, 


*» 


Wiſe advice 
given him by the 
authors 


who commanded the artillery: a Gentoo of capacity and courage, whom 
Sayd-ahmed-qhan, his father, had attached to his family by treating him 
with the utmoſt regard and dittinction. He fent for both me and my 
younger brother, Naki-aaly-qhan, and having carried us into his cloſet, he 
expoſed his views againſt that officer. I heard patiently what he ſaid; 
but did not anſwer a fingle word: whereupon he intreated me to conceal 
nothing from him, but to tell him whatever I might think advantageous 
for his affairs, and proper for his circumſtances. So much earneſtneſs put 
me off my guard; and I could not help anſwering i in theſe terms: © Let 
« us examine firſt, what is the reaſon that ſo many generals of the 
« army, and fo many grandees of the ſtate, have conceived. ſo much 
« averſion againſt Seradj-ed-d68lah's perſon, as to apply to you for 
cc their deliverance, although he has unqueſtionably. upon their grati- 
« tude all the rights acquired for him by Aly-yerdy-qhan' 8 repeated favors, 
« and long reign; and then it will be found out, that it is ſolely becauſe 
© none of them think either their lives, or their honor, or properties mate; 


« becauſe they have been every one of them inſulted and outraged and 


4 becauſe they think you incapable of ſo ſenſeleſs a behaviour: but as ſoon 


« as they ſhall ſee that you do not ſpare your father s belt ſervants; that 
oy you are ſearching t to circumvent and to demoliſh them; and that you 
« are no better than Seradj-ed-do8lah himſelf; reſt aſſured that they will 


« be diſguſted at you, and will return to Seradj-ed-d68lah,” This advice 
MT won of 


2 
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of mine, bold as it was, he had ſenſe enough to approve and ſend- 
ing for an elephant, he made me a preſent of it, and diſmiſſed me to my 
home. But in few days after, his thoughtleſs companions brought him 
again to their own way of thinking: he reſumed his project; and having 
found means, under hand, and on the incitement of a higher pay, to pre- 
vail on Lally's men to diſperſe, and to inliſt in other corps, he put the 
reſt under command of his own. fon, Scif-eddin-mahamed-qhan, a boy, 
born theſe two days; and geting upon his elephant, he marched in an hoſ- 
tile manner againſt Lally's houſe, and quarters. At fight of this, the few 
officers and men that had yet ſtood by that commander, .forſook him, 
and he was left alone in his houſe, Mahmed- ſayd-qhan, and my younger 
brother, Naky-aaly- qhan, went in, and taking him by the hand, brought 
him to Shiocat=djung. This thoughtleſs man wanted to put him to 
the whip immediately: he -was oppoſed by the two officers that had 
brought him, who ſtrongly interceded in his behalf, and objected to the 
indignity of the proceeding: but all to no purpoſe; he perſiſted in puting 
him to the whip: at laſt Mahmed-ſiyd-qhan, loſing all patience, ſpoke to 
him in a firm tone of voice: My lord and maſter,” ſaid he, puniſhments of 
« ſuch a kind are not to be inflicted upon officers: ” and theſe words having 
been approved by all preſent, they joined in interceding for him again; and 
at laſt the man was ſaved from the whip; but he was put under confinement, 
and his elephants, horſes, money, effects, and furniture, were all ſeized 
and confiſcated; ſo that the man, in one day, ſaw himſelf reduced to his 
laſt rupee. A few days after, his wife and family were ordered to attend 
him; and thirty rupees being put in his hand, to bear his charges, he was 
placed i in a boat, ſent on the other fide of the Coſſẽy, towards Bir-nagur, 
and left to himſelf. After this expedition, Shaõcat-djung aſſumed a higher 
tone of voice with his commanders: he ſpoke harſhly, and in obſcence lan- 
e to them; and by ſuch a ſtrange alteration, he loſt the hearts of eve- 


ry one of them. He now commenced ſpeaking irreverently of his an- 


ceſtors, and mentioning them in very indecent language. One dap, ſiting 
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n full court and at noon-day, at which time the- hall 'of cadblhite d is he 


ge he turned towards the Commander in Chief, Car-guzar-qhan, and 
ſaid: „ Doubtleſs, Car-guzar-qhan, after the conqueſt of Bengal, ſhall com- 
e pliment me with the pay of his new raiſed men.” The officer, ſurpriſed 


at this ſpeech, but without loſing his preſence of mind, anſwered directly: 
Yes, my Lord and Maſter; for I hope they ſhall get fo much Booty, that they 


will not grudge ſuch a portion of their Pittance. © You are miſtaken, re- 
« plied Sha6cat-djung; I am not ſuch a ſot as Aaly-verdy- qhan, who al- 


a: ways uſed to give to his men every thing that was found in an enemy' $ 
« camp: for my part, I will not part to them with ſo much as a handful 
« of W above their pay.” 


Aon 50 Mir-maaly-qhan, who was now become  Fodjcar 


of Siraniah, Navvab-gund), and other places, having been ſent for, 


to be put at the head of an expedition againſt Rung-p8r, came and pre- 
ſented a petition, which chanced to commence in theſe words:  Navvas 


Refuge of the world, greeting. - This expreſſion of Aalem-penah having hit 


his fancy, he ſent for Hazyr-aly- qhan, ſuperintendant of his hall of audience, 


and directed chat his mace-bearers and uſhers ſhould henceforward make uſe 


of that title in preſenting people (50). But there is ſomething {till more 


curious: he ſent for his ſecretary, and ordered him to write a letter to the 


Vezir, Umed-et-mulk, to this purport, and nearly in theſe terms: “ As it is 


« cuſtomary for people in writing to you, or in introducing any one, to 


1 — 
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(50) When people of the firſt rank come to viſit, the public introductor walks before 
them; but without ſaying a word; only he, or the head-mace-bearer, names by their 


titles ſach perſons of high rank as are in the ſervice, Others of an inferior rank, and 
in the ſervice, are conducted to the end of the hall, by the head mace-bearer, who, 


whilſt they make a profound bow, names them, and adds, as from them, theſe words: 
renowned nawvab greeting; Theſe are the words of etiguette, Navvab namdar, ſelamet. 
The Chop-dar is then upon the ſame line with them, and at their right. Perſons, not 
in the ſervice, are never named, unleſs indeed they be low people, or it be neceſſary 
to awaken the Prince's attention, actually engroſſed by ſome other object; and then 
the ſalute of etiquette is omitted, although the mace-bearer ſalutes ſometimes with the 


Rand, at the very time the introduced makes a profound bow. 


ce abel 
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| ( 9385) 
ee addreſs your Highneſs by the expreſſion of Nævvab, Reſource of all the 
« inhabitant” of the warld, greeting; ſo. I, who am your Highneſs's ſon, have 

te choſen for myſelf the title of Aalem-penah; and 1 hope that you ſhall 
.« condeſcend to make uſe of it, in writing to me.“ After having forward- 
ed this letter, he accompanied it by eleven Eſherffies, ſent as a nuzur, or 
a homage, for that new - fangled title of his contrivance. But here is more: 
his protectors: at Court were Zya-ed-dd8lah and Djelal-ed-din-mahmed- 
qhan; and to both he wrote © That whoever ſhould uſe any other title than 
e that, would receive no anſwer, and would have his letter torne to ſhreds. 
Such was his extent of mind. As to his morals, although he did not ſeem 
vicious, yet he dreſſed and ſpoke like a woman (a); but this did not prevent 
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him from abuſing, in a low and obſcene language, every one whatevet, with- 
out diſtinction; and that too in the fulleſt hall of audience: ſo that officers 
-and commanders, dignified with the titles of Hezarys or Colonels, and Baha- 
dyr or Courageous, ſubmited to ſuch indignities, and remained ſilent; and 
ſuch was the ſtyle. of the Court, when that ſenſeleſs Mir-maaly-qhan | 
- propoſed to: take poſſeſſion of Rangpoor, and requeſted aſſiſtance: the 
requeſt was immediately complied with, and an order iſſued accordingly. But 
no one could obey; the rainy ſeaſon was at it's height, and the whole country 
under water; nor was any man fool- hardy enough to ſet out in ſuch weather; 
ſo that the madman, Mir-maaly-qhan, finding ſo much ſlowneſs every where, 
net out himſelf, and contrived to advance, little by little, as far as three days 
journey; but after undergoing a deal of fatigue, he was obliged to ſtay where 
he was, without being able to advance one ſtep: farther. 


Shes 4 WIE 1 as "ay * * * — _ — FY 


(a) It was obſerved that although he made uſe of the moſt obſcene and moſt infamous 
2 when ſpeaking to his commanders, and officers, he gave his houſehold- people 
no other abuſe than that uſed by women; and ſuch are for inſtance the expreſſions of 
| Ningori, Nj ingora ; 'Nep8tri, - Nr. sa; Migbye 20 Sir. nondi; Dhandi : which ſignify: 
relationlgſt woman or man; chilalzſi woman or man; n hairleſs, or head ſhaved ; 
| ſhe-laugher ; and to be ſhaved, or without a head of hair, is a great opprobrium amongſt 
all kinds of women; and "to laugh 4 is accounted a piece of wy — women of diſ- 
bagion, who are allowed 7 to mile. e ag hits dg \ 208, 
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--Svert being the finteof 455 Court, Al adminifiration, the chy of P8- 
ae could not fail to be full of conventieles. People ſhocked at Shiocat- 
djung's ſhameful language, and tited to death with his no leſs ſhameful beha- 
viour, uſed to aſſemble in ſeveral houſed; and there, in the middle of their 


friends, they exhaled their complaints. In ſeveral of .theſe aſſemblies, the 


traitor Habih-beg had found means to introduce himſelf; as an affociate. and 
friend; but under the maſł of friendſhip he liſtened to whatever was ſaid, and 
uſed to report it to his maſter, whotw he informed that the officers of his 
troops eſpecially, had entered into a cenſederacy. together, with intention eo 
betray him. Nothing could be more falſe than ſuch a report, and nothing mote 


deſtitute of any foundation. It is true, that Car-guzar-qhan, the Commander in 


Chief, and many other officers of conſequence, like Shch-abdol-reſhid, with 
many other men of note, had reſolved to go to Court in a body, and to requeſt 
him, with threats, to forbear the infamous language he made uſe of in ſpeak- 
ing to them. It was reſolved to inform hirn, © that, if after ſo fair a warning 


e he treſpaſſed again, it would be at his Peril. The intent of all which, 


after all, was only to frighten the thoughtleſs young man into a better beha- 


LE 


viour, and into a more decent language; and indeed this reſolute proceeding 
had its full effect: the yqung Prince, now become ſenſible of his danger, ſent 
for a number of them, and made publicly ſome conceſſions, promiſing chem 
a better behaviour. All were ſatisfied by this. ꝓromiſe; but the thoughts of 
betraying him, were difclaimied by All; abd all turning thtir eyes cupαn 
Habib- beg, on whom they all, fixed cheir ſuſpicions, intreated:the Prince to 
name the man that had given m ſo falſe an information; that he me 


point out his authority, in his and their-preſence, if he had ſpoke the truth; an 
if he had ttered a falſehood, that he might receive at their hands the _ 


1 * 


ment he deſerved. Habtb- beg, confotinded and embatraſted 4 at finding all 


— 51 9 : 2 177 O * © 


the eyes turned upon hin took che aceuſation up, and ſaid, that he had 
« tor ſpoke of any treaſoft ;: But only had given him to underſtand that 


. ec be would: do well to * bis language: and 1 lis people 


« were ready to abandon * and one of the foremoſt of * theſe would 
a8 | cc be 
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be himſelt. But this conſtruction, which he now put upon his own 
report, having hw reprobared by all, as founded | on. falſehood, Shaocat- 
djung himſelf took a diſlike to his new favorite: who finding himſelf loaded 
on the very ſpot with reproaches and taunts, by all his friends and acquaint- 
ances, then preſent; and obſerving alſo that he had now become an 
object of contempt and reproach to both ſides, thought that there re- 
mained no other party for him, than that of quitting the world, where 
he had loſt his character: laying down therefore both his arms and 
clothes on the ſpot, he exclaimed, that, © if there ſhould be a battle, he 
« would ſtand by them; elſe he bid them his laſt farewell: I am now u 
te Fakyr, ſaid he; and bave done with the world,” And luckily for him that 
he betook himſelf to that expedient ; elſe, it was ROY intention to 
chaſtiſe him rigorouſly-in full court. 


q | 
on 
1 
"4. 
1 
JT, 
j 
ary 
14 
”)" 
1 jo 
i a 


— 3 F 
— —}. — ”. 


— — — > — 
—— — 
— — — 
— — 
——— = = 
— — 
— — — 
—— 
- 
—— — 
= io —4 n 
Ph — 


Þ - —— — — 
* 


= — — 
Eh i. 
— Fo 

2 56 

_ M 


> 


. — 
— — — — 
— 22 

* 


Bor although the breach betwixt the ſervants and the maſter ſcemed 
made up by this incident, yet the latter, who perceived their being eſtrang- 
ed from him, took a diſlike to all his officers and troops; and ſending for 
ſome field pieces, with ſome of the men of the artillery, whom he could truſt, 
he planted them at the gates of his palace; and placed a guard at each of 
them, with orders not to ſuffer any armed men to enter. As the officers, 
on their fide; conceived a deal of miſtruſt from this behaviour, every one 
of them retired to his houſe, and declined going any more to Court; ſo that 
the Prince, finding himſelf deſerted, was fain to give a counter order, and 
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to admit very one, armed or not. . eh 3 
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5 e the Court of asl n prey to ſo much miſtruſt and 
miſintelligence, news came that Lally, the Hezary, or Colonel, had been 
invited over to Moorſhoodabad by Seradj-ed-dõslah; and that the man, 
glad of the invitation; had repaired/from Bir-nugur; to chat capital. So- 
cat-djung, on bearing of this, vas extremely ſurprized and aſtoniſſied ; 
and he ſaid publicly chat © if Lally had been eapuble of fuel a treaſon, 
© after all the «aa the deeeaſed Prince, his facher, had acquired 
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c gyer that officer's 8 gratitude, Mare was no expectimg fidelity from any one 
- elſe.” Strange indeed! that Shãocat-djung ſhould remember ſo well the 
favors confered by his father on that officer, and ſhould forget at the ſame 

time the diſgraces and injuſtices he had himſelf fo recently | heaped upon 
him; ſtrange indeed! that after ſuch a behaviour, he ſhould expect gratitude 
- and fidelity at the man's hands! But ſuch was his language, and ſuch his 
turn of mind. To mention all his ridiculous and thoughleſs actions would 
require volumes 5 and a pity it would be to conſume ink and paper upon 
ſuch a ſubject. Mean while Seradj-ed-d68lah, informed of his hatred to 
him, of his impudence, his impatience,” and his thoughtleſſneſs; and ap- 
priſed alſo of Mir-maaly's motions, and of the behaviour and turn of 

mind of all his favorites, he reſolved to try his pulſe; and although a 

very ſtrange man himfelf, he wondered at the ſtrangeneſs of the report, 

and thought it better, if poſſible, to avoid coming to a rupture. But 
ſome freſher intelligence which he received, made him determine to put 


an end to his pretenſions as ſoon as poſlible. As a prelude, he appointed 


Ras-Behiry, younger brother to Radja D818bram, to the F odjdary of 


Bir-nagur, and Gondvara, both in P8raniah; gave him the patents of it, 
and ſent him to take poſſeſſion, entruſting him at the ſame time with a 


letter for Shaocat-djung. Ras-behary advancing as far as the ſhore 


oppoſite to Radjemahl, ſent a Jupplique to Shaocat-djung, . which contain- 
ed his own requeſt, and Seradj-ed- d68lah's letter; and mean while he ſtop- 
ped there to wait for Shaocat-djung' 8 permiſſion to proceed. The Purport 
of the letter was as follows: „“ That as the two perganahs or diſtricts in 
& queſtion were going to be given in Djaghir to another at the Impe- 
© rial court, he had thought it improper to ſuffer the introduction of 2 


n te. l in that country, and had rather choſen to aſſume them himſelf, 


tween the two , 


Prinecl Cou- “ as his own Djaghir, after having requeſted them in his own name; and 
N « as there, was no difference between chem two, and their intereſts were 
one and the ſame, he had ſent Ras - behäry to take poſſeſſion of them: 


44 8 his being pleaſed, ta give him poſſeſſion, and to ſend to Moor- 
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| ſhoodabad an act of it.” Such a letter could not but ſurpriſe Sbboest⸗ 
djung: he reſolved to aſk counſel from his friends; and having aſ- 
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ſembled them, he alſo ſent for me: theſe were Mir-maaly-qhan, and 
the Commander in Chief, and Habib-beg, and ſeveral other command- 
ers, and grandees, whoſe fidelity he truſted: they all aſſembled; and 1 
found them ſilent, when I arrived. On arriving, he opened the letter, and 
aſked' their advice on this overture. The whole aſſembly, to a man, turned 


2 
— — 


it's eyes upon me, and all alked my opinion; the Prince did the ſame: 
but as I was diſcontented this long while, I contented myſelf with anſwer- 
ing, that whatever his Highneſs would detgrmine in his own mind, doubt- 
leſs would prove the beſt party poſſible. He was not ſatisfied with this 
anſwer, and he intreated me fo ſtrongly, that' being unable to reſiſt any 


more, I anſwered in theſe very terms; © That as the rainy ſeaſon was not 

te yet over, and there was no poſſibility for horſes, or even for infantry 

© to move in the field, ſo as to excite any apprehenſions, I thought it 

« would be proper to paſs over with diſſimulation and compliance that fa- 

c vorable time of releaſe and ſafety; that we muſt therefore ſend for Ras- 

ce behary to court, and by fair promiſes and a civil behaviour, keep him 

« in ſuſpenſe: but meanwhile that the Prince ought to write to Serad;j- 

«© ed-do8lah a reſpectful letter, approving what he had done as very pro- 

te per; but adding at the ſame time, that as Shaocat-djung thought him- 

« ſelf one of thoſe intitled to favor and beneficence from the hem of his / 

« princely robe, he ſupplicated that thoſe two diſtricts might be, in com- | $ 

« pliance with the cuſtom, left annexed to P8raniah, charging himſelf 

« with remitting to this treaſury the Malg8zary or fixed revenue of thoſe 

cc lands. I added, that after writing the above letter, he muſt wait to ſee 

« what anſwer Seradj-ed-d681ah would make: that meanwhile Ras-behary 

« was to be uſed with regard and much civility; but that meanwhile, him- 

« ſelf ought to turn to ſome benefit what remained of the rainy ſeaſon, fo 

« as to aſſemble his artillery and forces: that after the rainy ſeaſon ſhould 

«© be over, it would be proper to make an alliance with the Engliſh, who 
| M „ 
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© were reported to intend marching againſt Seradj-ed-d68lah; and chen 
* only it would be time to act and advance, as time and occaſion ſhould 
* point out.” This advice, thanks be to God, was approved by him; 
and he ordered the Secretary to draw up the letter in that ſtyle,” paying me, 
at the ſame time, many encomiums; ſo many indeed that the Courtiers, 
according to their rivetted cuſtom, thought it incumbent upon- them to 
imitate their maſter, and even to go further; and they became ſo- profuſe 
in my praiſe, that he took a diſguſt at them; and altering his tone of voice, 
he broke out in theſe terms: He is a nan of ſenſe indeed; but will ever his 
ſenſe be equal to mine? be has the ſenſe of ten thouſand men concentred in his 


brain; but I have that of ſeveral hundred thouſands concentred in mine: nor do 
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1 approve. of bis advice at all. This ſaid, he ſent for Ras-behary' s meſ- 
ſenger, and having reprimanded 'and buffeted the poor man, - he ſent for 
the Vezir's letter, which he looked upon as his patent, and ordered 1 it, to be 
read with a loud voice in full court: after which he gave a verbal anſwer 
in very rough terms to the meſſengers, and added a letter to Seradj-ed- 
do8lah, in the fame ſtyle. The purport of which was this: * I have re- 
< ceived from the Imperial Court the patent of the three provinces of Ben- 
ce gala, Bahar and g reſſa, in my own name; but as there ſubſiſts a brother- 
de hood and a parentage between us, 1 forbear meddliing wth your life, 
* and ſhall aſſign for your fubliſtence any part in the province of Djehan- 
« gir-nugur-daca, which you ſhall like, and point out; and the patent of 
« it I ſhall expedite, whenever you pleaſe. Meanwhile do retire into 
« thoſe parts, and leave the palace, treaſury, and furniture to my officers: 
te and take care to ſend me your anſwer ſpeedily; as I am waiting for it 
„ with a foot in the ſtirrup.” The meſſenger returned to Ras-behiry, 
delivered the, verbal meſſage, and put- the letter in his hand. The Prince 
ſhocked at — 2 he called mummery and farce, reſolved to march in 
perſon, and to chaſtiſe Shiocat-djungz and meanwhile he ordered Radja 
Ram-nariin to fall upon him on his fide, with the forces of Azim-abad, 
and thoſe of the Zemindars under his command. Ram: narãin, in com- 
pliance 
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25 "3 
pliance with the order, ſet out with Radja-ſunderifing; and puting him- 
ſelf at the head of the forces of Azim-abad, which alone could not amount 
to leſs than the double of the forces at P8raniah, but which at any rate muſt 
have been a great deal more than equal, he marched againſt, the enemy 
As to the forces which Seradj-ed-do8lah had with himſelf, part was ſeit 
under the command of his Divan, Radja-mohon-lal, with orders to croſs 
the Ganga, and to fall upon the enemy on the fide of Samdah, Beſſent- 
poor-golah, and Haiat-po8r; and with the other part, he advanced to 
Radj-mahal, reſolved to croſs the Ganga there, whilſt the governor of Azim- 
abad being nearer, had already croffed over with his forces. Shiocat-djung,. 
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who had always had in his mind ſome day or other to come to war with 
Seradj-ed-d68lah, and whoſe letters and meſſages to that Prince had now 
rendered it unavoidable, ordered his people to look out for a proper camp, ad 
where his army might rendezvous. His miniſters, ſome of whom had be- * 
longed to his father, and were not deſtitute of abilities, pitched upon a ſpot 
at the entrance of the province, which was a difficult part, betwixt Ma- a 
miari and Navvab-gung, as being ſurrounded every where by lakes and | 80 
moraſſes, ſo that there was no approaching it but by a narrow paſſage, 
that ended in a narrow cauſeway. The lakes were every where two or 
three coſſes over, and deep; and in ſome places, where they might be ac- 
ceſſible in dry weather, the paſſage had been barred by a deep ditch, 
and a rampart; ſo that the poſt had become very ſtrong, and ſuch as would: 
have enabled a ſenfible commander to defend himſelf in it for ſeaſons toge- 
ther, with a ſmall: number of troops, againſt a numerous army; and that 
too without a poſſibility of his being aſſaulted, but with the utmoſt difficulty; 
for the back. part was his own country, from whence ſupplies might be re- 
ceived with eaſe and facility: This poſt was approved of on all hands; 
but what is ſingular, the commanders of the troops, eſpecially of his caval- 
ry, out of diſguſt againſt his indecent way of ſpeaking, were deſirous of 
encamping at a diſtance from him; and himſelf, out of miſtruſt to them, 
was not: pleaſed with having them for his neighbours: ſo that whilſt the 
cavalry 


( 


cavalry was marching to the rendezvous, orders were ſent to the troops 


to encamp on the ſhore of the little river Sonra, which was at about a coſſe 
and a half, or even more, from his own tents; and theſe laſt had been 5 
pitched within the intrenched part. In conſequence of ſuch. a diſpoſition 
the principal commanders encamped at too great a diſtance from each other: 
theſe were Car-guzer-qhan, the Commander in Chief; Sheh-djehan-yar, his 

- nephew; Sheh-abdol-reſhid; Mir-ſ8ltan-qhalil-qhan and ſome other per- 
ſons of conſequence. Amongſt theſe was Mahmed-ſiyd-qhan, ſon to that 


Ab8-t8rab-qhan-t8rani, who had been ſlain at the battle againſt the zemin- 
| dar Adjadj8, in Saadet-qhan's ſervice. There were ſeveral other commanders 
that had ſerved under Seif-qhan; and I was there myſelf, with my young- 
| er brother Naky-aly-qhan. All theſe might be ſaid to be the flower of 
=< the army. Shiam-ſunder, a Bengaly-cahet, who in fact commanded the 
artillery, (as there had not been any other commander of it, even in his 
father's life time, but Shaocat-djung himfelf), thought proper. to encamp 
within the intrenched part; yet ſo as to have his ſtation on that narrow 
tongue of land that ended in a cauſeway, and was the great paſſage in 
and out of Camp. In this manner this army of good troops, deſtitute of 
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a chief and of a head, was encamped in two diſtinct portions, at about two 
coſſes diſtance from each other. News arrived every day of the approach 
of Seradj-ed-do$lah's army. But on the day before the engagement, intel- 
ligence came, that the enemy's van guard was coming and every one in 
our camp, although without any chief commander, prepared for defence. 
Some time after, intelligence came that the enemy had encamped at ſome 
diſtance, but that to-morrow they would come down for an attack. In 
the evening the ſpare tents of Shaocat-djung's were pitched ; but without 
it being known yet when he would come: and we paſſed the night in that 
incertitude. The next day, being the twenty-firſt of Djemadi, in the year 
N of the Hedjra, at about two hours after day- break, that Prince made 
| his appearance: his officers and commanders immediately crouded around 
his tent, to pay theit reſpects, and I was of the number; but ſuch was 


his 


vi} 


( 142.) 
his perverſeneſs, that even at that moment, even at ſuch a time, his front 
did not open; nor did he unknit his eye-brows; nor did he drop any thing, 
from whence one might conceive that he had diſmiſſed thoſe ſuſpicions 

he had ſo unjuſtly conceived againſt his people; even at that time he nei- 
ther ſaid or did any thing calculated to gain their hearts. He tente 
himſelf with commanding his officers to return to their quarters, there to 
'remain encamped as they were: ſo that thoſe brave men were obliged, with 
broken hearts and dejected countenances, to repair to their encampment, 
which was on the right hand, that is at a full coſſe and a half from the 
infantry; and there they remained, waiting for new orders. He remained | 
_ himſelf in that ſpot, within which he had brought a number of gentlemen 
on horſeback, that had no commander but himſelf; and alſo ſome corps 
on which he moſt truſted; ſuch as that of Mir-merdan-aaly, a relation 
of Qhand68ran, the Miniſter of State at Dehli: he commanded: the 
body guards, and had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by an enſign of cloth 
of gold. The other corps were commanded by Miten-lal, Divan to 
Shãocat - djung; by Scif-ed-din-mahmed-qhan, nephew to Aga-azimii: 
a gentleman, who, ſince Lally's diſgrace, had been inveſted with the 
command of that officer's corps of about a thouſand muſqueteers; laſtly 
by Shaocat-djung's own brother, Mirza-Ramazani, who went by the title 
of Hady-aaly-qhan-djeſſaret-djung, and had four. hundred horſe under his 
command. All theſe were taken within the fortified part of the camp, like a 
troop of beaſts incloſed together in a net for the purpoſe of being ſhot 
at; and in this diſpoſition, Shãocat - djung thought he provided for the 
ſafery of the intrenchment, although he thereby put a diſtance of full two 
coſſes betwixt one part of his army and the other. Whilſt he was giving 
ſuch ſenſeleſs orders with a peeviſh tone of yoice, there happened to be cloſe 
to him an old Afghan officer, Omer-qhan by name, who had been introduced 
into the ſervice by Mir-s81tan-qhalil-phan, where he commanded a body 
of four hundred horſe: he was an old officer, and an old warrior, who 
had ſeen a variety of ſervices, On obſerving the Prince draw near, he 
| N had 


(ran) 


had turned out his troop, in compliment to him; but even fach a mark of 


5 reſpect did not ſoften his mind; nor would he abate any thing of his 
vonted peeviſhneſs of expreſſion, and ſeverity of looks: he only took care, 
by the harſhneſs of his language, to diſguſt all thoſe brave ſoldiers, to a 


man. By this time the two-thirds of the day being ſpent, Seradj-ed- 
d68lah's army, under the command of Mohon-lal, his Divan, was making 


it's appearance, betwixt Abari and Maniary; and it's ſtandards, planted 


on a high ground, were deſcried from afar; nor was the diſtance be- 


twixt the two armies in any ſenſe more than two coſſes. As every one 


was doing as he pleaſed in our army, Shiam- ſunder, the n of 


the Artillery, who wiſhed to ſhew his courage and zeal, but who in 


reality betrayed only his 1 ignorance and inexperience, quitted at once the 


poſt where he was within the intrenchment, and going out of the neck 


of land, he planted his artillery at about half a coſſe farther, and of 
courſe at about one coffe and a half from the enemy, which latter ſhewed 
themſelves from the ſouth and weſt. By taking that poſition, Shiam-ſunder 
deprived himſelf of the protection of the intrenchment, and of the be- 


nefit of the lake; for he had advanced beyond the lake. However, on 


the other ſide, where the main body of the Bengal army was ſhowing itſelf 


northward and ſouthward,” there remained- ſtill a broad lake, of about two 


coſſes over, between them and Shiocar-djung's army; but Mohun-lal having 
advanced with the principal officers of his army, amongſt whom were Mir- 


djaafer-qhan, and the two friends, Doſt-mahmed-qhan, and Mir-cazem-qhan, 


with the two brothers, Dilir-qhan, anc Aſſalet-qhan, both ſons to Omer-qhan, 


pitched his tents on an eminence upon the ſhore of the Ganga, where 


he ſtopped, out of precaution, ordering his light artillery to be placed in 


front, and to fire on the enemy; but the diſtance was ſo great that moſt 
of the balls fell in the lake: this was not the caſe with the large artillery, 
which being by this time come up, it's ball went beyond the lake, and 


one or two of them fell within the inttenchment.  Shaocat-djung, on ob- 


ſerving that the balls could reach him, ordered the inſignia of his dignity, 


that 


— - — 
4 
£ ©. l 
. 
2 * 


9 


— — 


— 


that is the Mahi (51), to be lowered down, and carried at ſome diſtance; 3 
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and he reprimanded the, ſervants that ſtood round him, as if thoſe trai- 
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terous fellows, by thronging round his perſon, had wanted to render him 
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as conſpicuous as a mark to fire at. The poor people immediately diſper- 
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ſed, and went at ſome diſtance; ſtill he was Hot ſatisfied, and could not 
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abide in one place. Umer-qhan, the old officer above ſpoken. of, hap- 
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pening to be near, could not help expreſſing himſelf in theſe terms: © My 
&« Lord and Maſter, (aid he), what kind of battle i Is this? I can make no- 


eh thing of it; nor did I ever ſee any ſuch thing in all my wars in Decan, 


— 
— — 


— 


— —— = S 
* => 


— — 


—  - 


— 


« nor under Nizam-el-mulk: chis is not the way: here every one does 


TIE: 
kl 
4 Fas 
44s 
1 
3.19% 
LT 1 
vis { 
I 


ee as he likes. The troops muſt be aſſembled in one place, and ranged 
1 in battle array; and the artillery muſt be ſtationed in front ; and the 
© men muſt march together, and in a compact body, and ſtand their 
cc ground with firmneſs. and then only victory and ſucceſs may be expect- 
« ed.” Shaocat-djung cook the remonſtrance ill, gave abuſive language 
to Nizam-el-mulk, and ſaid: * have no occaſion to be taught what I am 
to do: for ] have fought myſelf three hundred battles.” The old officer, after 
this rebuke, hung his head; but added not a word. It was after giving 
this rebuke, that he remembered of the Commander, Car-guzar-qhan, and of 
the other officers whom he had placed at ſuch a diſtance with their cavalry; 
and he ſeat a trooper to aſk them, why they remained nivtionleſs,” as ſo many 
marks for the enemy's balls? doubtleſs you have not the heart to fall upon them, I 
ſuppoſe. The trooper went, delivered his meſſage, and brought this anſwer: 
ee To attack ſo ſuperior an enemy with our ſmall force, would be highly im- 
« prudent; and were we ever ſo well inclined, the lake and its miry borders 
ee would effectually prevent us: let the enemy advance themſelves, as they do 
© actually: after they ſhall have fatigued themſelves in emerging from the 
cc mire, and ſhall then have received ſome diſcharges of artillery and muſ- 


"5 N it will be time then to fall upon an enemy ſo weakened and diſor- 
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« dered; and if the caſe happens as we aa we ſhall then do as we 


ec ſhall be able to afford; and ſuch an advantage i is all that our ſmall num- 


ce bers can pretend to.” This anſwer raiſed his anger; he droped ſome 
coarſe, abuſive language, and ſent back the man with this meſſage: Do 


not talk like ſo many cowards; a Gentoo, ſuch as Shiam-ſunder, bas advanced 


out of the intrenchment with my artillery, and is now pouring bis balls amongſt 
the enemy; and you that pretend to be ſuch mighty commanders, flay bebind to 
talk of prudence and caution: By this time it was already noon; and until 
the horſeman might carry this rebuke and bring an anſwer, more time 
would be ſpent; and in fa&, there remained now but one third part of the 
day; but Shiocat-djung, who had already taken his doſe of bang, was by 
this time inclined to give vent to the fumes of it (52), and to amuſe himſelf 


with liſtening to the ſongs of hi; women: for being now incapable to hold 


up his head, he alighted from his elephant, and went into his ſanctuary. 

On ſeeing this I retired with ſome other officers into the audience tent, where | 
on ſiting down, I could not-help faying theſe words: “ The day is now far 
« ſpent, and there remains no more now than one third part of it ; if we 
te can paſs over that ſpace of time, without any accident, we muſt ſleep as 
te we can to-night; and to-morrow, after having taught common ſenſe to 
« this blockhead, we ſhall join together, and march out in a body to fight 
te together; and then happen what it will; but fight we ſhall in a body at 
ce leaſt,” After having faid theſe few words, I got up, with intention to 
go over to the cavalry, incamped at a coffe and a half diſtance, in which 
was my brother Naky-aly-qhan. But on coming out of the intrenchment, 
in my way thither, I perceived that Car-guzar-qhan, with Habib-beg, and 
 Mir-So8ltan-qhalil-qhan, unable to put up with the taunts conveyed by 
the horſeman in his third trip, had put themſelves at the head of the 
. and were We the lake with all the iD 2 and 
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they had only the other half to wade through, and would ſoon be engaged. 
This light ſtruck me: I ſtopped, and ſaid to myſelf: *I am too far off; nor 
et can I pretend to join them in time. Unhappily our troops are ſtrange- 
« ly diſperſed: | our beſt commanders with their cavalry are wading 
ee through mud and water, while the enemy is endleſſly firing upon them 
cc with their rockets and artillery ; and if they be able to croſs over at all, 
x jr ſhall be after they mall have been thoroughly thinned in their num- 
« bers, and ſpent with fatigue: if they be not, they ſhall to a man periſh 
ce in the lake. ok Shiam-ſunder with his muſqueteers, he is at a great 
e diſtance from the 

« ſupport them; and if he does, whether he ſhall have it in his power; 


God only knows whether he has a mind to join and 


* and if he has it, whether he ſhall arrive betimes. Our two armies will 
« he beaten then, one after another, and without being able to effect a Junc- 
re tion. Better to return back, and to adviſe this thoughtleſs youth: if I can 
« get him upon his elephant, and with what troops are here, he make haſte 
« to join his cavalry, I am not without ſome hopes.” After this ſoliloquy, 


I came back, and having advanced cloſe to his quarters, I found that he 


was liſtening to ſongs, and amuſing himſelf with dances; but on being in- 
formed that his cavalry, and Shiam-ſunder's muſqueteers being joined, were 
advancing towards the enemy; he got, half drunk, upon his elephant, 
where I ſaw that he could hardly ſupport himſelf. Already the troops en- 
camped with him, and which had retired to their tents, were aſſembling 
from all parts round his perſon; but meanwhile a whole hour was loſt 
in theſe motions; and meanwhile the troops that were eroſſing the lake, 
were already engaged, but in a diſorderly, confuſed manner. I was urging 
Shiocat-djung to advance to ſupport his men; but he could not ſupport 
himſelf; he was out of his ſenſes; and at every tenth ſtep, he would lay 
his hand on the driver's ſhoulder, to make him ſtop. 1 urged ſtill, without 
being diſcouraged, as his preſence alone would be of ſome uſe, and his 

people were haſtening about him. But already as we were getting out of 


camp, I could obſerve that the cavalry, having at laſt croſſed the lake, 
[188 o” under 
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6776 9 
under the enemy's fire, were now engaged with a ſtiff mud and dangerous 
mire; from whence few could get out; and mean while they were ſhot at 
like ſo many marks: ſo that moſt of them being killed or wounded, before 
they could join the enemy, and the others being unable to ſtand their ground 
even there; 1 gained the firm ad; but it was to 7 at'a * 4 


h On e this een wait” upon eat wh Mir- 
Cazem- qhan, and Umer-qhan, and all his cavalry; and falling ſword in 
hand upon our diſperſed men, they drove them every where before them, 
without the latter having been able to make a junction of, their ſmall 
numbers, or to be joined by us. In this manner many of our brave 
commanders, overpowered by numbers, fell, uſcley to themſelves, and 
to us.  Abdol- raſhid and Mahmed- ud. qhan,- after performing feats 
of valour, drank manfully the bitter cup of death, as did Mir- ſoltan- 
qhalil himſelf. _ Aaly-naky- qhan, and Habib. beg who had Joſt their horſes, 
and fought ,« on foot, werk ſeverely wounded; and being taken priſoners, 
they were. conſerved alive, as being known: to Mir-djaafer-qhan and to 
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performed, what ice be bree . 0 dg 2 man; and he: retreated 
ſaſe, carrying wich him Car-guzar-qhan, | who had heroically exerted 
himſelf, aud had recevied ſexeral dangerous wounds. Shiam ſunder fled 
alſo, but much wounded. The commanders of the enemy's,” having ſo 
eaſily. defeated chis advaneed moiety, of ohr, army, formed again, and 
advanced in, order, againſt thoſe they ſav. about Shägcat-djung's perſon. 
On ſight of this, Mir merdan- aaly, who commanded his body-guards, 
and Miten-laal, who commanded. che foot guards, turned about, with Mirza- 
ramzani, brother fo | the Prince, and, without waiting for the enemy, they 
fled full, ſpeed... _Seif.eddin-mahmed- -ghan, who had {ſucceeded . Lally, 
Aled, alſo, after. receiving ſeveral wounds: none of his muſqueteers would 
- ſtand by bim. . Shagcat- Jung, now left alone with only fourteen men, 
one. of yhom was h bell, was rotaly out gt bis ſenſes, when a muſquer 
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ball lodgirig into his fgrehead, made him return his ſoul to it's maket: : Shaocat-djung 


his ſerpitch/: and yellow turbant fell on the ground, and were taken up * * 
by-ſamebody. Finding now that all was over, I went away, with the very 
fewethat temained; and then we diſperſed, each going to his home. Mir- 
morteza, who bore the ſirname of Emir-qhani, for having ſerved under 
the famous Emir-qhan, and was now one of the favorites of Mir-djaafer 
qhan's; having ſpurred his horſe towards the elephant that carryed Shaocat- 
djung's body, ran a ſmall lance (one of thoſe iron ones, called Barchys, 


with ſo much force, that it ran from behind into Mirza-roſtem-aaly' S 
ſhoulder, (who fat in the qhavvas) (53), and came out on the oppoſite ſide, 
cloſe to the neck: he at the ſame time called out, Surrender, and let me 
have thoſe arms of yours. The man to whom he ſpoke was a brave officer, 
of much perſonal merit, and much zeal in the ſect of the Imamites, of 
which he was an intrepid aſſertor: rouſed by the wound, he drew his 
ſabre, and turning to the ſpear- man, ¶ And cubo art thou, ſaid he, that 
« Jarefti e aſt my arms,” whilf I am alive?  Do'ſt thou believe that I wear 
ce hem 10 ſurrender them to Juch-a" fellow as: thee, that has wounded me 
a from 'bebind? Come near, and I will give thee the arms; draw but near, 
ce UL thou OP: * N would not 80 nearer: ; and the Fr. 


reſt; but Cad ata and every one on both ſides retired chit owe, 
without any hindrance from the peaſants of P8raniah, who were not 
courageous enough" to come down in numbers, and to plunder the living, | ; 
or ſtrip the dead, as they do. in Hindoſtan. As to us, my brother 
and I, who were objects of reſentinent to both ſides, our caſe was more 
embarraſſing: Shaocat-djung had been heard to ſay, that as ſoon as he 
mould have gained the victory, he would make an example of thoſe 
two men, who were more refractory than all the others put together, 
and whom ſo r had when up for their patterns: and TAR 
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(53) The an, or oe or faddle, inte 7 on an elephant, is always divided! in two 
une qual parts, the hindmoſt of which affords room for one man, and is called Qhavyas. 
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| Jah; on his fide, uſed to ſay . that Shäocat-Hung was a negative, paſſſye 
e oy youth, puſhed-on by theſe two' men, who, were his adviſers, and 
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« the authors of all the troubles: and that after the victory 
« he would take care to puniſn them both as they deſerved.“ 
Once he wrote us a letter, to invite us over to his army, under 
promiſes of promoting us to the utmoſt of our wiſhes, ſhould we 
quit Shãocat-djung's ſervice. But we did not write him an an- 
ſwer, leſt we ſhould/ expoſe ourſelves to a variety of reports: we 
contented - ourſelves © with giving the | meſſenger this verbal anſwer: 
« Tell your maſter, that' ſhould we now go over to his ſervice, at ſuch a 
te time as this, what confidence could be repoſe in us? It ſeems that the 
victorious remembered of this anſwer: for two or three days after the 
battle, he, of his own motion, ordered both Naky-aaly-qhan, and Habib- 
beg, his priſoners, to be put each in a chopalah, or chair, and carried 
beyond the Kurrum- naſſa, with a ſufficient fam of money to bear their 
charges. He at the ſame time, ſent Radja- mohun- lal to take poſſeſſion 
of the treaſures and effects of Shiocat-djung's, and ordered Mir-cazem- 
qhan to attend on him with his corps. As this officer was ſon-in-law 
to my maternal aunt, he took the liberty to repreſent to that Prince that 
« Gho8lam-hufſcin-qhan, if alive, muſt be at P8raniah, with his conſort, 
ce children, and family, as well as his brother Naky-aaly-qhan's family; 
& and that he hoped from his goodneſs that no ill uſage ſhould be offer- 
te ed to either, as it might affect his ſlave's honor, or caſt a ſlur on his 
© ſentiments of attachment to that family. May it pleaſe your Highneſs 
& (added he) to give your princely orders to the Maha-radja according - 
« ly.“ By a particular good luck, it happened that this miniſter was himſelf 
preſent; and the Prince turning to him, ſaid theſe very words: Radja-mobon- 
« lat, yon muſt not think that Gh8lam-buſſein-qhan's mother is only related 
te to the brave Mir-cazem-qhan: ſor is my own aunt; and I profeſs @ high 
regard for ber: take care that no infury is offered them: furniſh en 
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ee with monty and with a paſs, that they depart with fafety and decency : 
« and that they 5525 repair n, they may. have a mind to. 


'Tars order was the more opportune for us, as from the field of bat- 


ſelf... 1 endevored to conſole and comfort her; but ſhe obſerved, that we 
muſt now ſeek out for ſome corner, and live in it in retirement, until 
we might ſee what would be the end of all theſe troubles. I liſtened to 
the advice, and taking my conſort, and a ſmall number of attendants, 
I retired into a corner, where I remained concealed, and from thence I 
wrote to Mir-cazem-qhan; (may God's forgiveneſs be upon that good man); 
on receiving my note, he anſwered it directly, and accompanied it by 
| ſome troopers of his own, who had orders to protect my lodgings. 
Himſelf ſet out on the third day after the battle, and came to P8ra- 


niah i in company with Radja-mohun-lal, where he took up his abode in | 


my lodgings, and from whence he ſpared no pains in. ſaving my pro- 
perty, and in protecting my perſon; exerting himſelf in the handſomeſt 
and nobleſt manner. Mohun-lal, it is true, ſent for the elephants and 
ſome of the ſerpiches that had been preſented me by Shaocat-djung, 
but laid his hands upon nothing elſe: ſome perſons, like Mir-maaly- 
qhan, and Aga-mir, with ſome others, were confined, by the Prince's 
order: but no oppoſition was made to my ſending by land part of my 
baggage, and by water all my furniture, and every thing belonging to 
me; after which I ſet out myſelf for Azim-abad. When arrived there, 
ſome Muſulmen our. acquaintances, took care to have us refuſed the li- 
berty of coming into the city; and we therefore took up our abode in 
Shah-erzan's cell and habitation, an old acquaintance of mine, who pre- 
vented us from going farther: this however was doubtleſs in hopes of 
our being overtaken by ſome ſubſequent order, that would not pleaſe 
us, but would afford him much pleaſure. Praiſe be to God, that his 

P | expectation 


0 


Diſtreſsful 
ſituation of the 


tle, 1 had repaired directly to my houſe in P8raniah, where I knew Author's, 
that. my mother, overcome by her fears and anxiety, was beſide her- 
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( 750 ) 
expuatichs was dilappointed, and that the order he 0 much wiſhed did 


not arrive at all. Luckily for us, that Ram-narfiti, the Governor of the 


province who had been to viſit his Badjinat (55), chanced now to re- 
turn to Azim-abad, where he had the goodneſs to urge our departure; 


and unwilling to give us an elcort himſelf, he gave us a paſs, but direct- 


ed Phaluvan-ſing and his brother to afford us the eſcort. Meanwhile 1 
fell ſick in that cell of Shah-erzan' „ and was very ill; but none of our 


numerous friends and acquaintances in the city chought proper to pay 
us a viſit or to ſee how we did. Out of ſuch a number of acquaintan- 


ces, only three perſons thought proper to remember us: the firſt was 
Doctor Gh8lam-aaly- qhan, a Phyſician (whom God may lodge in a cor- 


ner of his mercy!) he came to ſee me, Juſt as he had done in our days 


of proſperity, and afforded me his viſits as a friend, and his care and 


medicines, as a Phyſician. The ſecond, was the Lady Miſri-begum ( 56); ſhe 


was a relation of Mirza-darab's, daughter of Mir- ſeyed- mahmed the Iſpanian, 
and a conſort to Mir-haider-aaly the forgiven. May God Almighty 
preſerve that worthy lady in health and proſperity, and may he vouch- 
ſafe to render her happy in the next world! With a motherly tender- 
neſs, and the moſt ſedulous ſolicitude, ſhe was day and night with us; 
and ſhe accompanied us in our journey, as far as Mubyb-aaly-p8r ; 
ſo that it required our joinr efforts, and-our entreaties, to make her re- 
turn : elſe, her intention was to accompany us as far as the Kurem- 
naſſa, which was the laſt boundary of Seradj-ed-d68lah's dominions, 
We live now at a diſtance from her: but even at ſuch a diſtance 
this chaſte, pious, and worthy lady exerts for this Poor Man all the 
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(55) Probably this name indicates ſome place of N or the performance of 
ſome religious duty, 


(56) Theſe two words might be cranſlated by the Oy on ths Princeſs Sugarcandy; 
for Begum ſignifies Princeſs, However it muſt be obſerved that it is become an appel- 
lative added to their names by all daughters of Seyds; juſt as the daughters of Moguls 
are ſtyled 2hanums, and thoſe of Hindoſtanees, Bibis; which two laſt words ſignify Lady, 
al! over India and Perſia; but laune, in Turky, ſignifies, Priticefs' as well as all over 
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folicitude of wie tendereſt mother. The chird- perſon who remem- 
dered us, was the. late Sheh-naſr-ollah, ſon to Ynayer-yahhia-qhan, hereto- 
fore ſteward to my forgiven Father, and in the ſequel, to Zin-eddin- 


ahmned-qhan, Governor of Azim-abad, (on whom may God's mercy reſt 


for ever!) he was then a young man, and had been fo lucky, as to have 
obtained, through the pious and worthy Shah-mahmed-aaly-hezin's 
mtcrceſion, the poſt of ſteward to the Nizamut of Azim-abad. This 
young man, under pretence of viſiting Shah-erzan's monument, came ſe- 
veral times to ſee me; nor did he miſs any means in his power to procure 
us a ſafe retreat out of Seradj-ed-d68lah's dominions: God be thanked for 
it ; by a particular diſpoſition of his infinite goodneſs, we travelled in ſafety 
throughout that hoſtile country, which was before us; and I arrived in 
health, with all my family and effects at the city of Bana reſs; where I had 
the happineſs to kiſs the feet of that venerable, pious man, his Highneſs 
Sheh-mahmed-hezin; and the honor of paying my reſpects to my maternal 
uncle, Seyd-abdol-aaly-qhan, the Valiant in Battles; who was then out of 
employment, and lived in that city in the utmoſt diſtreſs. As an addition to 
my good luck, I met in the city my younger brother Nacky-aly-qhan, who 


had been fo fortunate as to get ſafe out of the hands of ſuch a tyrant as 


: Seradj-ed-d68lah. | I alſo met there my two other brothers, who had been 
already baniſhed ſome time ago from Azim-abad, by order of that Prince. 
Thanks are due to God Almighty, for theſe benefits, and for the many 
fach benefits, which I have received beſides in the courſe of my life; thanks 
and glory be to his goodneſs, for every one of them! Mohon-lal employed 
the few days he remained at P8raniah in aſſembling and ſending to Moor- 
ſhoodabad the treaſures and effects of Sayd-ahmed-qhan, as well as his 
women, and children, which latter were kinſmen and relations of Seradj- 
ed-d68lah's. To theſe he added Sipahdar-djung, ſon ro Seif-qhan, 
who was alſo ſent with the utmoſt regard and honor to Moor- 
| ſhoodabad. This nobleman had eſpouſed one of Siyd-ahmed-qhan's 
daughters; a | Princeſs that died when her father was engaged in the 

expedition 
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62 
expedition againſt Mahmed-djelil, the Zeminder of Cagra. Mohon- 
lal alſo took care to reſume the many extravagant gifts which Shãocat- djung 
had at times beſtowed; and after eſtabliſhing order in the country, ſo as 
to arrange every matter of government, and finance, he appointed a perſon to 
act as his deputy, and repaired to his maſter; who took care to aſſign 
ſuitable penſions to every one of his couſins: he carried them to his capital, 
where he took up his abode in a new Palace of his, called Manſ8r-gunj, 
and lived in all the pride of victory and proſperity. 


Trrs Prince, now in the full blaze of ſucceſs, had now aſſembled 

in his palace, all the treaſures hoarded up by ſeveral” preceeding 

Princes, with an infininy of precious effects and jewels, that had been 
Seradj-e3-40g.. the fruit of the ſearches and toil of ſeveral illuſtrious houſes and fami- 


lan- R g 0 5 £ b | * "0 - 
delia. lies: he ſeemed then in the zenith of power and proſperity ; but it 


was at this very time that . preparations were making for his ruin; 
and it was at this very time his fortune was verging to a decline. Nor 
is this a novel thing: it is the conſtant courſe of events all over the 
world, that whenever things have riſen to their zenith, they after that period 
verge towards a decline, and tend to their ruin: for every completion 
naturally advances to a declenſion, and ſometimes brings it on in ſo 
complete a manner, that people have been at a loſs how to find out the 
0 footſteps and traces of former proſperity. The manner in which Seradj- 
ed-do8lah's fortune and dominion were brought to that predicament 
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is, in few words, as follows: 
5 


Mr. Dgaxz, that Chief Man of Calcutta, who had been the 
author and cauſe of all theſe troubles and all this ruin, having fled 
on board a ſhip with a few gentlemen that had eſcaped the engage- 
ment, had retired to Mendradj, a factory of conſequence, which the 
0 | Enghſh have in Decan, in the province of Arcat ; and probably 
| | he was followed thither by ſome other Engl!ſh, of the better fort, who 
| heing 
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King then diſperſed all over Bengal for ths purpoſes of trade, had found 
means, after the capture of Calcutta, to make good their way to Decan, 
- through a variety of dangers. There was then in thoſe parts a commander 
in the King Inghilter's ſervice, but appointed to attend on the Company; 
an officer ho after many years war had conquered ſeveral countries of 
Decan from the French, and was now living at Mandradj, where he 
commanded a ſmall force that did not amount to more than one or two 
Paltans of Talingas (57), and three or four companies of European ſol- 
diers. This Commander, by his many victories over the French in Decan 
had been greatly inſtrumental in reſcuing from their overgrown influence 
the ſovereign of that country, Siyd-mahmed-qhan-ſelabet-djung, ſon to 
Nizam-el-mulk. So many ſucceſſes had procured him the title of be a 
Steady and Tried in War (58), and he was conſidered as a warrior of conſe- | L 
quence. This commander having aſſembled the principal men of the fac- jus in Bang. 
tory of Mendradj, together with thoſe that had eſcaped from the hands of 
Seradj-ed-do8lah, threw the dice of conſultation amongſt them. The una- | I. 
nimous reſult of their deliberations was, that the brave, the Tryed in 
Battles, Colonel Clive, ſhould repair into Bengal with thoſe gentlemen 
that had eſcaped from thence, and ſhould endeavour by every, means which 
he could deviſe, to rebuild the factory there, and to re-eſtabliſh the Com 
pany's trade in the manner it had exiſted Ine FH This he was at li- 
berty to effect, whether by paying a ſum of money. or by force and vio- 
lence, juſt as circumſtances ſhould point out. Colonel Clive, after this 
deliberation, embarked on board of ſome ſhips, together with the gentle- 
men-eſcaped from the factory of Calcutta; and taking with him what troops 
| 1 ER were ready and at hand, he arrived with his ſhips at that part 
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hp This word is a corruption of the Engliſh ant Plank, which. comes itſelf 
from the French Pelotton.—The word Talinga is uſed in Bengal, and in the countries 
around, to. ſigniſy thoſe native diſciplined ſoldiers called by Europeans Sipahees; a word 

which in Hindoſtany ſignifies, ng more than ſoldiers, , army men. ; 
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of the river called the Blue-water (59), where the Bagrauty joins the ſea, 
and where he caſt anchor. But as the commanders of that nation are pru- 
dent, wary, and experienced in affairs, as well as extremely brave in a day 
of battle, he thought it incumbent upon him, firſt of all, to try what could 
be done in the way of negotiation; and with that view he wrote to Seradj- 
ed-do8lah, © to intercede in behalf of Mr. Drake, whoſe treſpaſſes he re- 
« queſted might be forgiven; to offer ſome lacs of rupees for leave to re- 
ce build the Engiiſn factory, on the former footing; and to re-eſtabliſhing 


e the Engliſh trade in his dominions: a ſalutary meaſure, by which he 


« doubted not but the duſt of diſſenſion and mutual diſcontent might 
ce be wiped off from each other's eyes.“ Seradj-ed-d681ah, who was the 
moſt ſenſeleſs and ignorant of men; and who had favourites ſtill more 
extravagant than himſelf, held- a conſultation with his grandees, upon 
theſe propoſals; but found not a man that would adviſe him to accept 
of a peace on the proffered conditions: for the Engliſh being known in 
Bengal only as merchants, neither himſelf, nor any of his favourites, had 
any idea of the courage and abilities of that nation in war, nor any idea of 
their many reſources in. a day of reverſe: and on the other hand, thoſe 


that had ſome right notions of the matter, did not dare to open their 


mouth; and indeed had they opened it, no one would have liſtened to 
their words; beſideꝶ that every one of them, tired with Seradj-ed-d68lah's 
government, and reduced to deſpair by his tyranny, wiſhed ardently to ſee 
him embarked in ſome enterpriſe that might end in his ruin. It was 
even dangerous to ſay any thing of peace; and if any one did dare to ſay 
as much, he never failed to be laid hold of by the others: thoſe ignorant fa- 
vourites of his, would ſeize the adviſer by the throat, and gripe it ſo hard 
as to make him aſk for quarter, and ſwear that he would never mention 
that tale of his again, | | 


— 


— — 
. = 


(59) The water is white there at all times, eſpecially for nine months of the year; but 

the Bengalees have no other word to deſign the ſea, alias the bitter. water, calä pani or 
tara- pani. : | 

ADyiICES 


(1755 ) 
Apvicss of all this having been duely imparted to Colonel Clive, and 
himſelf being now fully appriſed of the diſſenſions ſown in the country, 
and of the peculiar turn of mind of all the grandees of the Court; he 


grew tired of waiting to no purpoſe for an anſwer, which no one thought of 
ſending, and he prepared himſelf for acting with open force, and for an of- 


fenſive war: he brought his ſhips to an anchor over againſt Manic-chund's 


lodgings, and commenced a cannonade; but having ſoon obſerved in the 


enemy's motions much ignorance and confuſion, he landed his men and 
artillery, and marched againſt him. The ſenſeleſs governor of the place, 
intimidated by ſo much boldneſs, and not finding in himſelf courage 
enough to fland an engagement, thought it prudent to decline a 
nearer approach, and he fled with all his might. The Engliſh General 
ſeeing the enemy diſappeared, took poſſeſſion of the factory and fort, 
raiſed every where his victorious ſtandards, and ſent the refugee gentlemen 
every one tg his ancient abode, and every one to his own home. Such a 
piece of ifligence having ſoon been conveyed to Moorſhoodabad, could 
not fail to diſorder greatly that ſtuffing of pride and ignorance, with which 
Seradj-ed-do8lah had been at ſo much pains to fill his head and ears; 
and he prepared to come to Calcutta to oppoſe the progreſs of the Engliſh. 
Such being the inſtability of human things, that two months and twenty- 
two days had hardly elapſed ſince the conqueſt of P8raniah; and hardly 
had that Prince commenced to repoſe in his palace in the ſecurity of ſuc- 
ceſs and victory, when at once there appeared ſigns of that retribution 
due to his actions, as well as tokens of the declenſion of his power, It 


was the 12th of the ſecond Reby, in the year 1170, when he quited his 


capital to march to Calcutta, fully bent on expelling the Engliſh, He 
was followed by a numerous army, furniſhed with every neceſſary for war. 
Being near Calcutta, he encamped in a ſpot of ground that had hit his 
fancy, and which he thought advantageous likewiſe: from thence he was 
every day making attempts to recover poſſeſſion of that town, and yet every 
day liſtened to propoſals of peace: inſomuch that both war and peace ſub- 

| ; ſiſted 
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(456 ) 5 
Liſted at one und the: ſume time; whillt the Engliſh, who had -their parti- 


cular views in that doubtſul ſtare of things, made it a practice now and then 


to come into camp, under pretence of an agrement, but in fact to examine 
it, as they intended all this while to ſurpriſe the enemy; and Tuch a man- 
cuvre required a man that ſhould take a full knowledge of the chart of the 


country. They tod care therefore to ſend with their envoys a man con- 


yerfant in Geometry, and who to that talent added an enlarged underſtand- 
ing, a keen memory, and much aecuteneſs of comprehenſion. This man, 
in his frequent trips aeguired a comprehenſive notion of 'Beradj-et-t68)dh's 
camp, as well as of his dn private quarters, with all the roads that led 
thirher, and every other important matter, that had a relation to his ob- 
Jett: ſo that after having hoarded up all chat knowledge in his memory, 


he made on his retutn a very eircurmſtantial report of what he had obſerved. 


Probably the next nigkt after that man's return, but certainly two or three 
nights after, the Engliſh, who had formed the project of a night- attack, 
put their troops in boats at about two in the morning, and towed towards 
the extremity of the enemy 8 camp, where they remained waiting during 


the latter part of the night: at about the dawn of the day they landed on 


the back part of the army, and entered the camp, here they leiſurely 
commenced a hot fire, which being repeated by thoſe in the boats, ren- 


dered muſquet- balls as common as hail ſtones in a ſtorm; ſo that vaſt 


numbers of men and horſes, which happened to be expoſed to it, were 
Nain or wounded. Doſt- mahmed-qhan, who was not only a principal 
commander in the atmy, and a man of great perſonal valour, but alſo one 


of the moſt attached to 7 Seradj-ed-d68lah, | was wounded and diſabled. 


Numbers of other officers,” whoſe names 1 know not, underwent the fame 
fate; and it is reported that the deſign was no deſs, than to lay hold of 
Seradj-ed-d68lah' himſelf, and to carry him away. Luekily for him, there 
fell fuch a fog and miſt, of the kind called in Hindian, che, and it oc- 
caſioned ſuch a darkneſs, that two men, though ever ſo cloſe, could not 
diſtinguiſn each other. This darlæneſs made chenenemy miſtake their wayz 


Et: C399 ) 
as well as. Seradj-ed-d68lah's private encloſure; {& that this Prince eſcaped 
narrowly. It was- obſerved of tho Engliſh, that they marched ſteadily, 
with order and deliberation, as if it had been a review day, firing endleſsly on 
every ſide, until they arrived at the front of the camp, from whence they re- 
turned leiſurely to their poſts and fortified oy without . the 
loſs of a ſingle man, Tracks” * 


Tuts ſtrange attack intimidated to a high degree both Seradi-ed- 458. 
lah, and his diſorderly, timorous army, which was in fucha diſmay and con- 
fuſion, as to anticipate all the horrors of the day of judgment. Hencefor- 
ward it became dangerous to remain encamped cloſe to an enemy, ſo dar- 
ing, and ſo alert; and he reſolved to carry his camp farther; but. firſt 


of all, he ſent for Mahmed-iredj-qhan, his father-in-law, as well as for the 


principal grandees of his court, and the chief commanders of his army; and 
having aſſembled them in his tent, he aſked them what was now to 
be done; and where he muſt encamp? The affembly, on obſerving his 
fright and panic, adviſed him to encamp at a good diſtance, and to lif- 
ten to propoſals of peace. But by this time the Engliſh, fully ſenſible 


of his puſillanimity, and thoroughly acquainted with the intrigues in his 


court, had altered their tone of voice; and they talked of his making 
good the whole amount of what had been plundered by himſelf or by his 
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army at the ſac of Calcutta: an amount that roſe to an immenſe ſum. The Nervt | 
0 4 : | 5 28 ſubmits to a diſ- 9 — 
At laſt, after many interviews, and much negotiation, and many ſchemes graceful peace. 
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about war and peace, it was agreed on both ſides, that Seradj-ed-do8lah 
ſhould make good in ready money the amount of the loſs undergone by 
the Company; and den as à ſecurity for the other loſſes, he ſhould deli- 
ver into the hands of the Engliſh ſix perganahs or diſtricts in the neighbour- 
| hood of Calcutta, with the product of which they were to indemnify them- 
ſelves fully; after which the diſtricts in queſtion were to revert to the 
Navvab's officers. Mr. Watch, was the perſon employed in theſe negoti- 
ations, and in the concluſion of the treaty, where he acquired the good- 
will of both parties, and was applauded by both ſides. This man had | | 1 
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been taken priſoner at Caſſima-bazar, but had recovered his liberty on 


Scradj-ed-d68lah's defeat. The mutual bonds and obligations being ex- 


changed, that Prince decamped from the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and 


returned to Moorſhoodabad. There on revolving in his palace of Man- 
ſo8r-gunj upon the cataſtrophe he had met with, he was confounded with 
wonder at a reverſe of fortune of which he never had ſo much as conceiv- 
ed an idea; and he was at a loſs what party to take: he now remember- 
ed ſome matters that had paſſed, and ſome actions of his now recurred 
to his mind: he now commenced feeling remorſes; and he became ſenſi- 
ble that there was ſuch a being as an avenging God. His generals and” 
friends now commenced to deſert his court; and Doſt-mahmed-qhan, one 
of his braveſt and moſt zealous commanders, obtained leave to retire, in 
order to get cured of his wounds; ſo that he availed himſelf of that per- 
miſſion to go to Sarſaram, as a place of ſafety, where he might lodge his 
family and children. Mir-djaafer-qhan himſelf ceaſed to go to court, -and 
he lived retired in his own quarters. As that general, as well as Radja- 
dollub-ram were at the head of che army, and they ſeemed of late to 
have become a different ſort of men from what they had been, Seradj- 


ed-d68lah concluded that they muſt be at the head of the malecontents, 


and the very perſons that blew the fire of diſſenſion: of courſe that 
they deſerved an exemplary puniſhment. But he had not the courage ne- 
ceſſary for ſuch a vigorous action: he remembered moreover that he had ſuch 
an enemy as the Engliſh, at his elbow ; and on the other hand, his in- 
nate pride and vanity, as well as his natural perverſeneſs and ignorance, 


did not allow his making up matters with thoſe two commanders, by 


ſuch a conduct as might recover their hearts: nor did he feel in himſelf 


vigour enough to ſeize their perſons by open force, and to exile them 
from the regions of life and exiſt ence; nor was there any one amongſt 
thoſe new miniſters, favourites, and generals of his, (every one of whom | 
was as incapable and as thoughtleſs as himſelf, ) that had courage, enough to 
acknowledge his own unfitneſs for ſuch important concerns, and to adviſe. 
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his maſter to alter his ſyſtem of condut; * inſtead of conſum! ng him-.; 
ſelf with cares, anxieties and bodily labour, to, call together the. antient . 
miniſters and generals formed by Aaly-verdy-qhan, to gain their hearts 


by a condeſcending behaviour, and to entruſt them with the management 
of his affairs. His new favorites ought in ſuch a diſtreſſed ſtate of his af- 


fairs, to have laid down their own pretenſions, and exhorted him to call 


to his aſſiſtance all the abilities and talents of his kingdom: they ought. to 
have faid with a common voice: © My Lord, to con pleat our wiſhes, and 


© to fill the meaſure. of our ambition, is an eaſy matter. Whenever you 
e are yourſelf powerful, and honored, ſome beams of your oyn glory 


cc ſhall ſurely: be reflected on our own perſons; but now think only of put- 
} 


e ing at the head of your affairs thoſe old generals and miniſters that have | 


< already a character.“ This was the language which they ought to have 
held, and which no one would hold. But his own thoughts were, fo un- 
certain as yet, and lo fluctuating was his behaviour, that after having been 
for ſome time intent on ſchemes of reconciliation, he was at once ſo over- 
come by his anger and reſentment, as to order cannon to be planted againſt 
' Mir-djafer-qhan's houſe. Radja-dollob-ram was no leſs diſſatisfied, and 
difficult to manage; he would not hear of ſubmitting to Mohun-lal's ſu- 
periority: and on the other hand Djaagat-ſeat, the principal citizen of 
the capital, whom he had often uſed with light and deriſion, and whom 
he had mortally affronted, by ſome times threatening him with circumciſion, 


was in his heart totally alienated and loſt. 


"_ JosT at this criſis the flames of war broke out between the French and the 
Engliſh : two nations that had diſputes amongſt themſelves of five or 


fix hundred years ſtanding; and which, after proceeding to bloodſhed, 


wars, battles, and maſſacres, for a number of years, would lay down their 
arms by common agreement, and take breath on both ſides, in 
order to come to blows again, and to fight with as much fury as ever. 
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The French were every eb Beaten'in Decan; ba Armival-ditt dmg 
bahadyr (60) came down with his ſhips to attack Faraſh-danga, which is 
two or three colſes from Hsgly, and cloſe to Chichira, an wad 


ſettlement and town. He was incited to this enterpriſe by Mg ſber- terno 


(61), who forgetting what, he owed to his own nation, pointed out to him 
a particular paſſage, which the French had left open in the Bagrati, 
for their own ſhips to paſs, in caſe of need; for they had ſpoiled the 
whole breadth of the river by ſinking a aner of veſſels. The Ar- 
mial Dilir-djung, under ſuch a guide, advanced up with his ſhips f 
war, and took by force the French | fortreſs: the French were van- 
quiſhed, and they Joſt liſtewiſe the factory they had at the Caſſima- 
bazar. In this extremity, M8ſher Lf ( Monſieur Law), Who was 2 


commander of character amogſt them, aſſembled the few remains of 
his nation; and with theſe, and ſome cannon, and ſome muſqueteers 


which he had diſciplined, he marched to Moorſhoodabad, where he 
took ſervice with Seradj-ed-d68lah. The Engliſh being informed of 
this, were provoked: and whether by the inſtigation of the diſcontent- 
ed grandes, now become their confederates, or of their own motion, 


they repreſented to him by the means of their agent, that it was proper 
and convenient we the enemies and friends of the Englifh, * be 


— — 


4600 The Fee in Barthes, i is hs title by which R Warſon i is 3 in 3 
nor is Chundernagore known by any other name than that of W the French 
Point or Promontory. 

(61) Terrano, a French officer, who, diſſatisfied with . the governor wes the fort, 
went over, not to the Admiral, but to the Colonel, to whom he became of ſome uſe, — 
This man who had ſome merit, having made money in the. Engliſh ſervice, ſent a few 
years after, a ſupply to his father in Frande, promiſing to take care of him henceforward. 
The old man returned the money, with a letter, in which he proteſied againſt holding any 
correſpondence with a traitor to his country; and the ſon, in deſpair at the ſtyle of the 
letter, hanged himſelf at his own door, with his own handkerchief. He was a tall, ſtout 
man, who having loſt his right arm by a ball of cannon, had found means to write le- 
gibly with the left, and what 4s more, to write a pamphlet on Artillery, in good Engliſh. The 
officers at firſt would not admit him in their corps; but the Colonel remonſtrated, and he 
obſerved, that his word was engaged to the man on that article, and chat a failure 


an Ws part would 7 any further deſertions. 
deemed 
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deemed - the enemies and friends df Setadj-ed-d681ah, in the ſame 
matmer as his enemies and friend were reputed the enemies and 
friends of the Engliſh; they: inſiſted that it was obligatory on both 
_ fides;':as being a ſpecial article in the late treaty. © Now, added they, 


as ve have [beaten the French, and driven them away; and that 
« Prince has taken therm under his protection, and he intends to keep 


«' them in his. ſervice; ſuch a conduct, being contrary to agreement, 


may occaſion a breach in the treaty, and give birth again to. troubles 
« and. diſſenſions.” Theſe repreſentations of the Engliſh agent were 
ſupported by malecontents that ' wiſhed Seradj-ed-d681ah's downfal: 
they. contended, that to fall out with the Engliſh; for ſuch # 
«, parcel of run-aways, was very improper; and that he had better diſmiſs 
« thoſe ſtrangers.” Seradj-ed-dõslah, upon thoſe repreſentations, ſent 
for 'M8ſher Laſs, and had a long conference with him. The latter ob- 


ſerved that ſhould that Prince chuſe to give his protection to the 


« affairs of the French Company, for the ſake of the French re- 
40 fugees, 4 ſuch a proceeding - might he reputed an infraction of 
te this treaty: | but that to entertain a few fugitives amongſt the many 
ec thouſands of other nations in his ſervice, could never be deemed a 
cc breach of the articles.” This anſwer pleaſed Seraj-ed-d68lah, and 


he gave it to the Engliſh agents; but theſe, ſupported and inſtigated | 


by his numerods enemies, repeated their former pretenſion, and made 
great inſtances: thoſe enemies of his were equally artful and numerous; 
and under the cloak of zeal and attachment, they were perpetually rng- 
ing in his ears, that to “ fall out with ſuch foes as the Engliſh, for 
* ty ſake of an handful of wretched fugitives, was not a prudent 
proceeding but rather ſuch. as might be productive of evil and re- 
pentance.”  Seradj-ed-d68lah | overcome by theſe repeated | inſtances, 
adviſed M8ſher- Laſs to repair to Azim-abad; and he ſpoke much in 
order to bring him to his opinion. Laſs, on his departure, told the Navvab, 
that. © moſt of his ſervants, miniſters, and generals, either were diſaf- 
* v4 | S533 1 1.5 15: <2: bolted 
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e hy fected to this eb or a nde entered into a — 


Mscher-Laſs, 


the French 


commander, 


« the Engliſi; and that it was odtu of diſaffeẽtion to his perſon theß 


and his pre- ct were 10 (\defirous: of ſceing the French aT 4 diſtance: that tloſe ſame 


d iction. 


« men after the departure of the French, would embroil him with the 
« Engliſh; and thereby would find opportunities to advance their own 
« affairs, and to ruin thoſe ' of their maſter's: but that ſo long as he, with 
« his handful of French, would be in his ſervice, | no: one would 
« dare to lay his hands upon Seradj-ed-dõglah; and none would 
« ſerve him ſo well in a day of battle: that after giving him that 

« piece of advice, he would leave him to! his on choice in taking what 


e reſolution he might pleaſe.” This ſpeech made an impreſſion on Seradj- 
ed-d68lah; but as he did not dare to keep him in his ſervice, for fear of 
offending the Engliſh, he told him that at preſent it was fit that he ſhould: de- 
part; and that if there ſhould happen any thing new, he would ſend for him 
agains? Send for me again?” anſwered” Laſs, Ref efſuted; my Lord 
Navvab, added he, © that- this is the laſt iiine we'ſhalt: fee bach other * 
« remember my words: we \ſhall never meet. again: it is nearly impoſſible.” 
After ſaying theſe few words, he departed - for Azim-abad;' and this depar- 
ture ſecmed to ferve as a ſignal for the parties to exert themſelves: for now 


the diſſenſions between Seradj-6d-d68lah and his two principal generals 


roſe to ſo great a height, that theſe two cormmanders confederated with the 
Djagatiſeats,: and the other diſaffected grandees; and all theſe joined ta- 
gether in tlie ſcheme of overſetting Seradj-ed:d681ah; whoſe character of 
ferocity and thoughtleſſneſs kept them in continual alarms; and whoſe 
fickleneſs of temper made them tremhle. It' was in thoſe eonjunctures 
that an ancient enemy of his, appeared again upon the ſtage of the world. 
This was Bibi Gahaſity- begum: a prineeſs that had a rooted averſion 
to him, and whoſe. heart was ulcerated by this having turned her out 
of her. property and home: She now leagued herſelf· ſecretly with Mir- 
djaafer- qhan, and gave him much aſſiſtancef by making intereſſ im his be⸗ 
half with every one whom ſhe thought to have conſerved? ſome attach 
ment to her concerns. To theſe © ſhe preſented, by the means of 
| « truſty 


. ul 3 F N 
ce truſty W a long liſt of the wrongs the had endured; to theſe 
ee ſhe ſent ſecret} meſſages, //-t0 to claim at their, hands all the rights 
e Which  Aaly-yerdy-qhan' 8. daughter, and Nevaziſh - mahmed - qhan's 
« conſort, | muſt-have. acquired: over their gratitude: ſhe recalled to 
« their minds all the favors. they had received from her n recapi- 
ec tulated the violences ſhe had ſuffered, and exhorted them to join Mir- 
* djaafer-qhan and Radja Dollob- ram.“ And as in the moment that pre- 
ceded ihe capture of Moti- djill, ſhe had contrived to ſecret ſome gold, by 
the means of ſome truſty old women and eunuchs, ſhe now took care to 
diſtribute it adroitly; and ſhe even ſent ſome to Mir-djaafer-qhan. This 


general on his ſide diſtributed his money wherever he thought it would be 


effectual; and he exerted himſelf ſo well in taking in his pay every diſ- 
banded ſoldier, and every hungry adventurer he heard of, that he ſoon 
aſſembled ſecretly in his houſe and in his quarter a very reſpectable 
force. Affairs being now come to that point; and every one of the gran- 
dees tending to one common center in view, which was to remove Seradj- 
ed - dõglah; every one pointed his efforts that way; every, one, firmly per- 
ſuaded that the congutrence of the Engliſh was a neceſſary piece to 
the completion of his wiſhes, was exhorting chem to break with that 
Prince. Djagat- ſeat was one of the foremoſt. of them, and he had alſo the 
beſt opportunities: by the means of his mercantile agent Emin-chund, 
one of the principal bankers of Calcutta, he was perpetually :exciting the 
Engliſh to a rupture. Radja-d818b-ram likewiſe had his agent there on 

the ſame errand; and Mir-djaaferrqhan ſent thither his. friend and con- 
| fident, that ſame Mirza-emir-beg, whom. we have already mentioned as 
a generous man, who had carried untouched to the Engliſh fugitives ſome 
ladies of their's: an action by which he had ingratiated himſelf in their 
minds. By his means he repreſented to the Engliſh © the. wrongs he had 
« ſuffered, the injuries offered to all the grandees, and the reſolution they 
% had unanimouſly taken to rid themſelves of Seradjred - dog lah. His 


ns went ſo far as to ſhew the very paper, ſigned by all the malecon- 


| tents, 


. 


Q 


„„ "Y ) 
tents, ; by which they promiſed to ſtand by him ke Seralj-ed-d681ah?! 
« he then added theſe words: Doe you, gentlemen; but put yourſelves in | 
4 motion, and come to foie Atciomith. "with: Seracj-ed-d68lah ; - and we 
engage, after that; to de his buſineſs amongſt ourſeldes effectually: by a2 
„ ſtnall motion of your's, you ſhall put it in our power to rid ourſelyes 
« and the world of the oppreſſions and violehces of the ryrant.” After 
ſuch a confidence, he promiſed to pay them three corors: of rupees for 
their” interſtrenee, and engaged his maſter's faith for forme other con- 
celliohs which were ſtipulated, but of which I have no particular in- 
formation. Theſe conditions were ſworn to, and bankers engaged them- 
ſelves as fureties for the money. This promiſe was followed: by a lift of 
che injuries and oppreſfions that had been offered to Biby-gahaſity, and 
to the others. Theſe inſtigations could not but make their effect upon 
the Engliſn. This nation, which has not it's equal in proweſs, and cou- 
rage, and ſtrength of mind, but which is as covetous as any ether; (and 
indeed where is the man, who in the pride of conſcious power and victory, 
has not an avidity for conqueſts, eſpecially if the means be ready, and already 
provided at his hand?) the Engliſh, I ſay, on being informed of the ſtate 
of things ar Modrſhoodabad; held a great council, the reſult of which was 
* that the propoſals and offers of Mir-djaafer-qhan and Radja-d818b-ram 
« ought to be ah. and that preparations ought immediately to be made 
« for declaring war.” But as it is not cuſtomary with this nation, nor indeed 
with any man of ſenſe, to break with any one, without a ſufficient ſubject, it 

is probable that: in their negotiations wir Seradj-ed-d681ah, they had found 
| fome grave ſubje& that might warrant a rupture: of this indeed I could get no 
information; but probably they found i it in the dilatorineſs and negle& of 
che payment of the ſum of money ſtipulated for the plunder made in Cal- 
cutta; and to all appearance that Prince himſelf found it hard to part with 
fuch a ſum as one coror of rupees, for a promiſe made only in a moment 
of neceſſity. Be it as it may, the reſolution for war having been taken at 
Calcutta, Colonel Clive, better known under the title of Sabur-djung, pre- 
Be | SE | pared 
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pared to march with the troops and neceſſaries which he had at hand. 
This intelligence ſtruck Seradj-ed-do8lah: ſenſible now chat he had no 
other reſource but that of regaining the hearts of his enemies, he at once made 
his appearance at the wicket of diſſimulation and at the gate of careſſes; but 
he advanced nothing by that ſtep: for, as ſays the Poet: 


After having ſuffered your oppreſſions for a whole year, and ſeen you tear my liver out - 


of my body, 5 
Do you expect that I am to forget all thoſe wrongs for a little fawning you have now 
ſet up?” 7 | 


Taz Prince at the ſame time ſent part of his, forces to Palaſly, | 
under the command of Radja-dollsb-ram, with orders to prepare an 
intrenched camp, and every thing neceſſary, for defence and war, 
That commander repaired thither, and in appearance, ſeemed buſy 
in executing the orders he had recieved; but in fact he was only 
intent upon his own buſineſs; for he not only entered into a private 
agreement with the Engliſh, but added ſome articles to their treaty with 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, - whilſt at the ſame time he was daily gaining to his party 
ſome officers amongſt the troops he commanded, under promiſe of doing · 
for them ſomething according to their own wiſhes. The ſame manage- 
ment was likewiſe practiſed in town by Mir-djaafer-qhan, who now com- 
menced to appear at Court, but always well accompanied. The defetion 
became now ſo general, that it is credibly reported that by this time few. 
men remained in their hearts attached to Seradj-ed-do8lah: all the. reſt 
having been gained over by theſe two commanders. The report being 
now ſpread that Colonel Clive had moved from Calcutta at the head of 
an army, this intelligence engaged that Prince to draw from his ears that 
cotton of Noth and neglect with which he had ſtuffed them. With viſible 
reluctance of mind, and a heart big with grief and deſpondence, he quitted 
his palace of Manſ8r-gundj, and marched with thoſe troops in which he 
repoſed a confidence, that is, thoſe belonging to Mir-meden, and to 


Radja-mohon-lal, and a few others, with which he arrived at Palaſſy. 
15 On 


* 
( 766 ) 
On the vppoſice ſide, Colotiel"hive, with the troops of his own nation 


and ſotne bodies of Talingas, (the whole of his army not amounting to 


A. D. 1757. 


more than two or three thbuſand men), took poſt in the grove of Palaſ- 
ſy (62), where he ſhewed hifriſelf in battle array: it was on a Thurſday, 
the fifth of Shevval, in the year 1170: and there the fire of battle and 
laughter, that had been hitherto kept alive under a heap of embers, now bla- 
zed out into flames. But as the nation of Hat-wearers haye no equals in 
the art of firing their artillery and muſquettry with both order and rapidity, _ 
there commenced ſuch an inceſſant rain of balls and bullets, and ſuch a 

hot endleſs firing, that the ſpectators themſelves were amazed and con- 
founded; and thoſe in tbe battle had their hearing deafened by. the conti- 
nual thunder, and their eyeſight dimed by the endleſs flaſhing of the exe- 
cution. All this while Mir-djaafer-qhan, the author of all theſe. evils and 
troubles, contented himſelf with ſtanding at a diſtance with the troops 
under his command, exactly like one who had come only to ſee the en- 
gagement, although his ſole aim was to effect Seradj-ed-d68lah's downfal, 
But this was not the caſe with Mir-meden, and a few others, who were in 
earneſt, and wiſhed to gain the victory; theſe were in deſpair on ſeeing 
that ination. The cannon-balls meanwhile fell ſo thick amongſt them, 
that this officer did not dare to come to a eloſe engagement; but yet he ad- 
vanced litde by little in good order and with a good countenance, till at 
laſt he and Mohon-lal arrived near the grove of Palaſſy, from whence the 
Engliſh made fo violent a fire: It was at about three o'clock in the after- 
noon. It is reported that the Colonel, at ſight of this, ſeverely reprimand- 


ed ſome agent, who was then near this perſon, and ſaid, <© that: his maſter 


e Had promiſed and pledged himſelf, that the troops, as well as the com- 
te manders, were rorally alienated from Seradj-ed-d68lah;- and that as ſoon 
« as ſome engagement ſhould "ak: Place, they would do his . buſineſs 


— 


142 


3 Theſe woods are all 8 ee and kept clean; for moſt of the fruit-trees 
in India are tall trees, Theſe groves are exceedingly common all over that country: that 
of Palaſly i in particular may have been two miles in crouity it is a e hut now it 18 


oe” y neglected and diminiſhed. 
effectually 


ic effectually. As nuch as I can ſee, added the Colonel, the very reverſe 
F all that is taking place. The agent anſwered, that thoſe that were 
© now preſſing upon him, were thoſe corps that were attached to Seradj- 
+ © ed-do8lah; and that whenever theſe ſhould be vanquiſhed; the Colo- | 
* nel would not fail to ſee tokens of what he (the agent) had promiſed. And in BY: i 
reality the day of retribution was now come; for Seradj-ed-d681ah and his | 
fortune had now become liable ts the laws of retaliation. That valorous Mir- 
medden, who now behaved ſo well in the engagement, and who to his *# 
heroical valour joined ſentiments of attachment and zeal, was overſet 
by a cannon-ball, whilſt he was advancing and encouraging his men: this 
ball, as if ſent by an expreſs to exact a tribute upon his exiſtence, carried away | | 
one of his thighs, and in appearance left him for dead: he was already wing .; _ 


ing his flight into eternity, when they brought him in that condition to * | | | 
his Prince; to whom the dying warrior having had juſt time to ſay a few | 
words concerning his zeal and the diſpoſitions he had made for the en- y? | 
gagment, ſoon ſurrendered his ſoul to his Maker. Such a ſpectacle ſtruck 
Seradj-ed-do8lah: he was troubled and confounded, and ſeemed to have loſt 
his preſence of mind: he ſent for Mir-djaafer-qhan, and patiently waited 
till rhe other ſhould be pleaſed to come. But that general having ſhewn 
a diſinclination from ſuch an interview, repeated meſſages and preſſing ſo- 
licitations became neceſſary to put him in motion: at laſt he came, accom- 
panied by his fon Miren, alias Mir-mahmed-fadyc-qhan, by Qhadem-haſ- . 
ſen-qhan, and by a numerous body of his friends and followers, well ar- 
med. Seradj-ed-dõglah ſpoke to him in the humbleſt ſtrain, and at laſt 
deſcended to the loweſt ſupplications; he even took his turbant from off 
his head, (at leaſt this was the report) and placed it before the General; 
to whom he addreſſed theſe very words; I now repent of what I have 
done; and availmg myſelf of thoſe ties of conſanguinity which ſubſiſt between us, as 
well as of thoſe rights which my grandfather, Aaly-verdy-qban, has doubtleſs 
acquired upon your gratitude, I look up toyou, as to the. only repreſentative of that 
venerable perſonnage ; and hope therefore, that, forgetting my paſt treſpaſſes, you 
ſhall. , a 


( 768 )) 


1 hall henceforward behave ai becomes a Siyd, a man untted in blond tome, and 
f | a man of ſentiments, «who conſerves @ grateful remembrance of all the benefits 
he bas received from my family: I recommend my/elf to you: take care of the 
conſervation of my honor and life (70). This affecting ſpeech had no effect . 
on Mir-djaafer-qhan, who finding that the occaſion for which he had been 
locking out this long while, was now at hand, thought only of availing 
-himlelf of it: fo far was he from forgetting what indeed he ought to have 
1 forgotten. Treaſon having already taken poſſeſſion of his heart, he coldly 
anſwered, that the day was now drawing to it's end: and that there remained 
U no time for an attack; ſend a counter order to the troops that are advancing 
| ſaid he; recal thoſe engaged ; and to-morrow, with the bleſſing of God; I wils 
| join all the troops together, and provide for the engagement.  Seradj-ed<d68- 
| | lah obſerved, that they might be attacked by the enemy in the night: this 
| : alſo the General took upon himſelf to provide againſt, and he promiſed 
| 
| 
| 
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that the enemy would not form a night attack. 


By this time Mohon-lal, who had advanced with Mir-meden, was cloſe- 
ly engaged with the enemy; his cannon was ferved with effect (63); and 
his infantry having availed themſelves of ſome covers and other grounds, 
were pouring a quantity. of bullets in the enemy's ranks. Tt was at this 
moment he received the order of falling back, and of retreating. He 

a anſwered, © that this was not a time to retreat; that the action was fo far 
c advanced, that whatever might happen, would happen now; and that 
* ſhould he turn his head, to march back to camp, his people would diſ- 


——<__ — r 


cl edt oo 


c perſe, and perhaps abandon themſelves to an open flight. © Seradj-ed- 


— 


(70) This ſpeech, which is as lieterally tranſlated as the idiom would admit, is nei- 
ther that of an ideot, nor that of a tyrant; nor is that Prince's behaviour to Shao- 
cat-djung's family and children, or to our author's family, that of an ideot or a tyrant. 
Seradj-ed-do8lah appears to have been a young man very ill educated, through an over- 
fondneſs in his parents; and a Prince too early transferred from the ſchool to a throne, 


J (63) That cannon was ſerved by a number of Frenchmen, commanded by Sinfray, as 
the report goes, who was a Member of the Council of Chandernagor in 1257. 


do8lah, 


( 769 ) 


d681ah, on this anſwer, turned towards Mir-djaafer-qhan, and the latter 
coldly anſwered, © That the advice he had propoſed was the beſt in his power; 
ee and that as to the reſt, his Highneſs was the maſter of taking his own 
< reſolutions.” Seradj-ed-d68lah intimidated by his General's coldneſs, and 
overcome by his own fears and apprehenſions, renounced his own natural ſenſe, 
and ſubmitted to Mir. djaafer-qhan's pleaſure; he ſent repeated orders, 
with preſſing meſſages, to Mohon-lal; who at laſt obeyed, and retreated 


from the poſt to which he had advanced. 


VERSES. 
«« When the times become dark, and unproſperous for a man, 
« He never fails to do preciſely what he ought not to have done.“ 


This retreat of Mohon-lal's made a foll impreſſion on his troops: the 


ſight of their General's retreat damped their courage; and having at the 


Seradj-ed-do8- 
lah betrayed and 
defeated at Pa- 


ſame time ſpied ſome parties which were flying (for they were of the com- laſy. 


plot), they diſbanded likewiſe, and fled, every one taking example from 
his neighhour; and as the flight now had loſt all its ſhame, whole bodies 
fled although no one purſued; and in a little time the camp remain- 
ed totally empty. Seradj-ed-d68lah informed of the deſertion of his 
troops, was amazed; and fearing not only the Engliſh he had in his front, 
but chiefly the domeſtic enemies he had about his perſon, he loſt all 
firmneſs of mind: confounded by that general abandonment, he joined 
the run-aways himſelf; and after marching the whole night, he the next 
day at about eight in the morning arrived at his palace in the city. He 
had ordered that his principal commanders ſhould attend with their troops 
for the ſafety of his perſon, until he might take breath, and reſolve on 


what he was to do next; but none attended to what he ſaid, and every one, 


without ceremony, went. to his own home: even Mirza-iredj-qhan, his 
W 


father-in-law, did the ſame. In vain did the Prince lay his turbant at his 
feet, and intreat him for God's ſake to remain with him, and to aſſemble 


ſome troops about his palace, that he might ſtay with ſafety, if ſtaying 


— 
— 
* 8 


* 


ſhould become proper; or depart with ſome decency, ſhould flight be- 


come neceſſary; he would not hear, and he alſo quitted him under a 
variety of pretences, and went to his houſe, Seradj-ed-do8lah abandoned 
. U by 


E 


by his troops, and deſerted by his whole court, reſolved to retain ſome people 
at leaſt about his perſon; and he ordered that whoever had any demand upon 


the treaſury, ſhould be immediately ſatisfied: numbers immediately throng- 


ed into it, ſome for their arrears, and ſome for advances to help them- 


ſelves out; ſome others hkewiſe, under a variety of pretences, crouded into 


it, and received as much as they pretended to; for orders had been given 
to rejet no man; ſo that during the whole night the treaſury was full of 
people, who took money on every pretence they could deviſe, and carried 
it home: but none remained with him notwithſtanding that liberality; for 
he had miſtaken the time when it was neceſlary, not only to abſlain from 
acquiring gold and wealth, but alſo to ſpend that already hoarded up at 


home: he had never thought of being liberal, nor ever had entertained 


any thoughts about reſtraining either his tongue or hand from injuring and 
oppreſſing people; and now that the day of retribution was already at hand, 
the day when he was in his turn to ſuffer all kinds of miſeries and all kinds 
of torments in his own perſon, he betook himſelf to a diſtribution of trea- 
ſures: he ought to have remembered what the Poet has ſaid: \ 


«© Men in power, do not oppreſs thoſe that have preceded you in it, 

«© For the world is not likely to remain for ever under the ſame command, 

«© Do not tear (take care) people's feet from their place, 

« As it is uncertain whether your own feet ſhall ever remain where they are. 
„ A number of hearts gained is of more uſe than a full treaſury ; 

«« But better ſtill an empty treaſury than a throng of alienated hearts. 

«© Do not puſh any one ſo rudely as that his feet ſhould ſtagger and fail, 

«© Leſt ſome day it may be thy fate to fall at thoſe very feet,— 

% Never think an enemy too inconſiderable ; 

& For I have ſeen a large mountain grown up from a ſmall ſtone, 

% Do'ſt not thou ſee that when piſmires have joined together, 

© They can force groans ſrom the moſt formidable Lions ? 

© Is there any thing in the World ſo feeble as the ſilk threads, when aſunder? 
% And yet when twiſted together, nothing is ſo ſtrong: they become equal to a chain. 


SERADJ-ED-DOBLAH finding himſelf left alone for a whole day in his pa- 


| lace, without a ſingle friend to unboſom his mind with, and without a ſin- 


gle companion, to ſpeak to, took a deſperate reſolution;—lIn the dead of 
the night he put Lutf-en-neſſa his conſort, and a number of favorites 
into covered coaches and covered chairs, loaded them with as much gold, 

1 5 and 


rn) 
and as many as jewels as they could contain, and taking with him a number 
of elephants with his beſt baggage and furniture, he quitted his palace 
about three in the morning, and fled; it was the ſeventh of Shevval. 
By one of thoſe fatalities ſo conſpicuous in the fate of perſons of high ſta- 
tions, and which proceeded from his own ignorance of the world, and the un- 
ſteadineſs of his temper, inſtead of taking: to the left hand, andgoing to Radj- 
mahl, as he had determined at firſt, he ſtruck to the right, and went to 
Bagvangolah, where he immediately embarked on a number of boats which 
are at all times kept ready in that ſtation. But if inſtead of taking that 
fatal reſolution, he had continued his journey by land, as it had been his inten- 


tion, and had ſent notice to ſome commanders of his, who had not yet join- 


ed the malecontents, it is paſt doubt that numbers of them would have fol- 
lowed him, through perſonal attachment, and many more by a principle 
of avarice and ambition: in a few hours time he would have been joined 
by ſome thouſands: and people ſeeing him ſo well accompanied would have 
not dared to oppoſe his journey. It is even probable that his retinue would 
have ſwelled at every ſtage, and that he would have found himſelf at laſt at 
the head of. a reſpectable force. But what man has had it in his power to 
withſtand his own deſtiny? and how 1s it poſſible to parry the decrees of an 
impending fate? Seradj-ed-do8lah, now in his boats, was advancing on 


his way to Azim- abad: for on the firſt motions of the Engliſh from Cal- 
cutta he had wrote a preſſing letter to M8ſhur Laſs to recommend his 
coming down immediately, without loſing a moment. Unfortunately, 


inſtead of a bill of exchange, he had ſent him an order upon the treaſury, 
of the province of Azim-abad: and as ſlowneſs of motion ſeems to be 
of etiquette with the people of Hindoſtan, the diſburſing of this money 
took up ſo much time, that when Laſs was come down, as far as Radje- 
| mahal he found that all was over, and that Seradj-ed-d68-lah was no 
more; his perſon having already been ſeized by Mir-djaafer-qhan's peo- 
ple, who had compleated their revenge upon him. M8ſhur Laſs being 


arrived at Radjmahal, ſoon heard of the cataſtrophe, and he re- 
| turned 


18 
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turned to Azim-abad; He was horly/-purſned by-'Major- Coote, - who 
is now come with the title of General from Europe, and was then only 4 | 
Major with Colonel Clive: his orders were to purſue vigorouſly, and in 
caſe of need, to fight. In fact he purſued inceſſantly; but Laſs, having 
gained a day's march upon him, continued retreating until he was beyond 
Bacſar, and beyond the Keremnaſſa; that is, until he had been, chaſed 
beyond the laſt limits of ps Lan $ 'domintons : oli which the 
Major returned to his commander. 


Min-DJAAFER- -QUAN, | finding that by, Sen ed. dot. lah's fight, the 
wind was blowing in his favor, tarried one day at Palaſſy, where he had 
an interview with Colonel Clive, and with the Engliſh Rulers. There 
he renewed his engagements and promiſes to them, took their troops in 
his ſervice, and then marched with them to Moorſhoodabad. Upon his 
march he was :nformed of Seradj-ed-dd8-lah's flight, of the general Pay 
ſertion . amongſt his commanders and troops; and of their being unani- 
mouſly on his ſide, together with the principal men of the city. On this 
intelligence he on the morning of the next day made his entry in the ci- 
ty, and took up his quarters in Seradj-ed- do8lah's palace of Manſoor- 

qhan proclaimed gundj, Whence he got himſelf proclaimed all over the city. On this re- 
of ors port both the traitors his aſſociates, and thoſe that ſought only their own 
repoſe under an appearance of neutrality, haſtened to offer their congra- 
tulations, and to preſent their homages; and even thoſe few who ſtill ſtuck 
to Seradj-ed-do8lah, in their hearts, and were not pleaſed with the revolu- 
tion, found themſelves obliged to join the throng, for fear of being point- 


Mir-djaafer- 


— — — — .— — — 


(*) The Ps of his being 5 he 1 the Colonel and the 3 Engliſh, g 
as well as the principal Grandees of his Court, and the principal Commanders of his 
troops. A magnificent meſned, or throne, was ſpread at the North end of the hall, 
where it, remained empty for a time, notwithſtanding the Colonel's intreaties ; at laſt 
the victorious Commander got- up, took Mir-djaafer-qhan by the hand, carried him to 
the meſned, made him fit in it, kept him down with rhe arm, and then preſented 
his Nezer. This was followed by the Nezers and homages of 1he Engliſh, and of all 
deeſent; and a 2 75 Ante announced the proclamation to the whole city. , 

ed 


l 


ed at with the finger, and of becoming objects of chaſtiſement and oppreſ. 


ſion. Mir Djaafer-qhan, in the full poſſeſſion of ſovereign power, beat 
Joud the drum ” dominion and command; and in conjunction with Radj- 
d8llob-ram, whom he made his firſt miniſter, and the center of all tranſ- 
actions, he applied himſelf to the buſineſs of quieting the minds of the peo- 
ple: but his firſt care was to take proſſeſſion of Seradj-ed-d68lah's 
treaſures (64), and to divide them with the IO AG. to the terms 


X of 
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(64) As we have been ourſelves, in the very next year, in the Company's ſervice, as 
Linguiſts to Colonel Clive, in whoſe camp we were, we remember to have heard from the 
mouth of Mr. John Walſh, who was Commiſſary in that army, that himſelf went into 
that treaſury, with Mr. Wats, Mr. Luſhington, Ram-chund, the writer or Divan, and 
Labekiſhun, the Moonſhy or Perſian Secretary, and found it to contain one hundred and 
ſeventy - ſix lacs in filver, two and thirty lacks in gold, two cheſts of gold ingots, four of 
jewels ſet, and two leſſer ones of looſe ſtones and gems: but what is fingular, and yet 
true, this was only the outer treaſury: and thoſe renowned Engliſh, who look down with 
contempt on the intellects and abilities of the Bengalees, and yet are perpetually bubbled 
and duped by them, did not know any thing of the inner treaſury, ſaid to contain 

eight corors, and which, purſuant to a cuſtom well known in India, and which is ordina- 
ry even to private men, was kept in the Zenana, or women's apartments, This inner 
treaſury was made away with between Mir-djaafer, Emir-beg-qhan, Ram-chund, and 
Labekiſhun, whoſe ſilence was purchaſed by a ſhare in the contents, or who, it was ſaid, 


made away with the Colonel's ſhare, This much is certain, that ten years after, Ram. 


chund, who in 1758 was only a writer at ſixty rupees per month, died worth ſeventy- 
two lacs in caſh and bills; four hundred large water-pots, eighty of which were of gold 
and the reſt of ſilver: eighteen lacs in landed property, and twenty lacs of jewels; in all 
a coror and a quarter, All this immenſe property, which then became notorious, and which 
Mr. Barwell rated at only eighty lacs, could not have been made under Vanſittart, whoſe 
Divan he became; for Vanſittart himſelf, who had brought a lac of property into 
Bengal, and left it with no more than nine (a ſum which his very ſalary and commiſ- 
fion could have eafily made up), was far from being worth one-tenth of the property of his 
Divan, although both that Governor and Haſtings were ſo much cried down at that time for 
having ſold Bengal to Mir-caſſem-qhan for twenty-two lacs: an aſſertion, proved to be 
an atrocious calumny, when ' Vnnſittart, after a four years adminiſtration, ſet out for 
England with leſs than ten lacs; and Haſtings, his aſſociate, proved to be ſo poor, 
that having in vain applied to his Divan (Cants) for a ſupply of twelve thouſand ru- 
pees, for preſent ſubſiſtence in England, he was at laſt obliged to receive that aſſiſtance 
from Aga Bedroſs (Coja Petruce), but without being able to repay it ſooner than ten years 
after, when Haſtings came ſecond to Madras). If then theſe two omnipotent men 
made no money by a four years adminiſtration, and by a revolution which put every 
| thing 
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( 774 ) 
of the agreement concluded in his name, by Radja D8Iloob-ram.” But as he 
was very much ſmitten with the charms of the title of Mehabet-djung, which 


had been borne by Aly-verdy-qhan, he ordered a new ſeal to be engraven 
for himſelf, where he aſſumed the ſtyle and titles of Shudjah-el-mulk, 


Hyſſam-ed-d68lah, Mir-djaafer-aaly-qhan-bhadyr, Mehabet-djung ;' that 
is, the high and valiant Lord Mir-djaater-qhan, who is the Valorous of 
the ſtate, the Sword of the empire, and the F ormidable in war, and the Ma- 
jeſtic in battles. At the ſame time he beſtowed on his ſon the title of Shahamet- 
djung, or Valorous in war, which had been borne by the late Nevaziſh- 


mahammed-qhan; and that of Haibet-djung on his own brother Mir-mah- 


med-cazem-qhan: that being the title that had once been borne by the illuſ- 
trious Zin- eddin-ahmed-qhan. He likewiſe ſent circular letters of confir- 
mation to all the men in office throughout the three provinces, that had now 
become his kingdom. But this was only after he had already Ae del 
Mir-mahmed- caſſem· qhan, his ſon-in-law,” with a force to intercept Seradj- 
ed-do8lah, Preſſing letters were likewiſe ſent to his brother Mir-da8d, 
who was at Radje-mahal with injunctions to ſpare nothing in laying hold 


of his perſon. 


Tuis unfortunate Prince, already overtaken by the claws of deſtiny, was 
arrived at the ſhore oppoſite to Radj-mahl where he landed for about one 


— — 


thing in their power, of courſe Ram chund, who was only their ſerrant, could make 
but little himſelf, if any at all: the coror and quarter then muſt have been the 
Colonel's ſhare, which he ſunk in his own pocket. This aſſertion will be much corro- 
borated by the incredible ſum which Labekiſhun (in Colonel Clive's time, a man at 
ſixty rupees per month, as well as Ram-chund) is ſaid to have expended at his mo- 
ther's funeral (nine lacs), and by the immenſe fortune which Menni-begum, the favo- 
rite conſort of Mir-djaafer-qhan's, is known to be poſſeſſed of to this day. This fortune, 
which is computed by corors, could not be made any where, but at that preciſe occa- 
ſion: for her huſband is known to have lived and died poor, . diſtreſſed, and enor- 


 mouſly indebted; ſo much ſo, that his troops more than once endangered his life for 


their pay, and at laſt conſpired againſt him with Mir. caſſem, his ſon-in-law, 


hour 


(o) 


hour, with intention only to dreſs up ſome kichri (65) for himſelf and for 
his daughter, as well as for his women, not one of whom had taſted food 


for three days and nights. It happened that a Fakir reſided in that ncigh- 
bourhood: this man, whom probably he had either diſobliged or appreſſ:d 
in the days of his full power, rejoiced at this fair opportunity of glutting 
his reſentment, and of enjoying a revenge: he expreſſed a pleaſure at his 
arrival; and taking a buſy part in preparing ſome victuals for him, he 


meanwhile ſent an expreſs over the water, to give information to the 


Prince's enemies, who were actually rummaging heaven and earth, to find him 
out. Immediately on this advice of Shah-dana's (for ſuch was that man's 
name), Mir-caſſem and Mir-da8d croffed the water, and having got him 
ſutrounded with their armed men, they had the pleaſure of becoming maſ- 


ter's of his perſon, as well as of his family and jewels. 


VERSES. 


5 Be this my advice to thee, if thou wilt but hear me; 
«© If thou haſt planted thorns, thou canſt not expett to reap Jjonguills,”? 


S ell d68lah, ſenſible that the day of retribution and retaliation had 
overtaken him, deſcended to the loweſt ſupplications; but they only ſeryed 
to render him an object of taunt and reproach to a ſet of men, to whom, 
but a few days before, he might have diſdained to ſpeak: every one of 
them he intreated to obtain a penſion for him, and a corner of ground, 
where he might live forgotten; but no one heard him. Every one was 
.only intent on the opportunity now before him. Mir-caſſem-ghan, who 
| had got L8tf-neſſa in his power, engaged her, partly by threats, and 

partly by promiſes, to diſcloſe where was her caſket of jewels; and. this 

caſket, the value of which could not be computed but by lacs, fell in his 


—_—. 


— 


(65) Kichri, is a meſs of pulſe and rice boiled together, but ſo, however, as that all the 
grains ſhould remain aſunder. It is the uſual food of the pooreſt people in rice-countries, 
although there is a way of rendering it acceptable to great folks, by frying it in butter 
firſt, and then boiling the ſame with ſpices, Kc. The Fakir at firſt did not mind the 
| Prince, as not ſüſpecting him to be any thing but one of thoſe many travellers that daily 
: paſs that way; but on caſting his eyes on the very rich ſlippers of l. is gueſt, he put queſ- 
tions to the hoat- men, who ſoon gave him full information. 
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hands of courſe. Mir-däsd, on this example, laid his hands upon the 
other ladies, and ſeized whatever he could come at; ſo that the people 


with them, on ſeeing how matters went, made haſte to ſeize whatever 
was of their ny" 


Wulst this Fl was A at Rage mahal, Mobon-laal, that prime 


- miniſter whom his maſter had raiſed ſo high that he touched the firma- 


ment with his forehead, but who had thereby acquired and hoarded up an im- 
menſe capital in hatred and envy; Mohon-laal, I ſay, was ſeized at Moor- 
ſhoodabad, and delivered to Radja- dslob-· ram s cuſtody, who was a Hin- 
doo like himſelf, and whom the new Prince wiſhed to oblige by ſuch a 


ſurrender. The other very probably took poſſeſſion of all his priſoner's 


wealth, as well as perſon; and it is very probable that in the diſpute oc- 
caſioned by this immenſe property, the man's life was made away with (F). 
Such was the ROPE fate. We are going to ſee that of his maſter's, 


Tus Prince, now become priſoner to his own ſervants, was 
brought back to Moorſhoodabad, full eight days after he had quitted 
it: and this happened the 15th of Shevval in the year 1170. He 
was in ſo wretched a condition, that the people of God, who ſaw him in 


that wretchedneſs, and remembered the delicacy, the glory, and the care 


and pomp in which he had been bred from his very infancy, fotgot at 


once the ferocity of his temper, and the ſhameful actions of his life, and gave 


themſelves up to every ſentiment of pity and compaſſion, on beholding 
him paſs by: they ſay that ſome officers, by whoſe quarters he was led, 
could not bear to ſee that exceſs of miſery and wretchedneſs, without 
wanting to reſcue him immediately; but they were not ſeconded by their 


-commanders, who having their hearts alienated from him, and being 


under articles to his enemy, who had not been ſparing to them of either 


— ———-» 
—— 


() It was reported a year aſter that Mir-djaafer-qhan had ſent ſome Satellites of his 
with orders to cudgel him to death, Others ſay, that Radja D8llob-ram got him poiſoned, 
to free himſelf from the neceſſity of ſurrendering a priſoner of that conſequence. 


his 


mm) | 2 ; 
his gold and Gilyer,”and-had made them mighry promiſes beſides, did rio — 
care to avail themſelves of the opportunity: ſo that the men of leſſer as 
note, intimidated by the inaction of their ſuperiors, repreſſed their own 


18 


W have Gia. that 1 had ea poſſeſſion of ha ne 
of Manſsr-gunj: he now fixed his reſidence in it, as being the. abode of 
| ſovereignty, and he reſigned his own houſe in Djaafer-gundj to his ſon 
Mien: a young man, born to him from Shah-qhanum, half-ſiſter to 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, who had taken her in his family after her father's de- 8 
ceaſe. This ſon of his was not only equal to his father, but he went beyond 
him by ſome degrees i in every thing, whether we conſider his manners 


Abominab 
and dreſs (5), or his. riveted inclination to oppreſs and torment people: he charaQer of Mi 


ren, ſon to the 
was alſo ſtill more expeditious and quick minded in ſlaughtering people, New Navvab 
and in .committing murders: having a peculiar knack at ſuch matters, 


and looking upon every infamous or atrocious deed as an act of prudence | - 5 


* 


and foreſight. His ſyſtem was, that ſuch ſenſations, as pity and com- 
paſſion, anſwered no other purpoſe but that of ſpoiling. buſineſs. Wich | 1 
ſuch an heroical character as this, he eſteemed himſelf a man of mighty i 
wiſdom and proweſs, above all men; and, with ſuch a bleſſed ſtock in hand, 
as the murders and other abominable ations he was committing every 
day without the leaſt ſcruple, he thought his performances equal to all the 
atchievements of Ali-verdi-qhan himſelf: a prince to whom he was fond 
of comparing himſelf. Such was the man, who firſt heard of Seradj-ed- — 
do8lah's arrival; for his father was then faſt aſleep at noon day. He im- 
mediately ordered him into confinement, near his own apartment, and 


. 


(5) There is ſo little difference between the Hindoſtany dreſs of man and woman, 
that ſave the turbant (which by the bye is worn by virgins of the Royal blood and 
by others), it requires the eye of ſkill and experience to ſtate that difference: and this 
confiſts in general in the chola, or cloſe coat, which is much higher with women, than 
with men: in the Jamar, or petticoat tacked to it, which is four times ampler in a woman 
than in a man; and laſtly, in the lining of the hem, which is always in white with men, 
but of the moſt gaudy filks with women, and theſe too adorned with lace. Miren dreſted 
like a woman, and moreover ſpoke like a woman; that is, upon an emergency he made 
uſe of thoſe feminine expreſſions mentioned in a Note of the 7th Section. 
Y | propoſed : 


(79 0 


propoſed 40, a large company of bis friends, then preſent, to go directiy, 
and diſpatch that Unfortunate. This was peremptorily refuſed by chem all, 


to a man, not one of them chuſing to fully. his hands with ſo ugly an 
action; and ſome even complained of the propoſal. At laſt, one Mal 


medy- beg (64), accepted the commiſſion, which ſo many had rejected with 


indignation: this man, who had been bred in the houſe of Seradj-ed-d68lah's | 


father, and in that of Aaly-yerdy-qhan' s confort; who had made his for- 
tune by marrying an orphan virgin, in whoſe education that unfortunate 
grand-mother had taken pleafure; this was the man who undertook the 
murder; this was the man who accepted the hotrid commiſſion; and two 
or three honrs after the fogitive s arrival, he ſet out to diſpatch him. 
Seradi- d- dog lan had no ſooner caſt his eyes upon that mĩſoreant, than he afk- 


ed, whether he was not come to kill him? And the other baving anſwered in 
3 affirmative, the unfortunate Prince, on this confeſſion, defpaired of 
his life (65): he humbled himſelf before che Author of all mercies, aſked 
pardon for his paſt conduct, and then turning to his murderer, . They are 


not then, (broke he with a paſſionate tone of voice), they are not Jatisfet 
with my being ready to retire into Jeme corner, there to end my days 


upon a penſion: (here he pauſed a while; and, as if recollecting ſome- 


thing, he added)—No—rbey are not; —and T muſt ie—to atone for © Hoſſein- 
c81i-qban's murder.” He had no time to ſay more; for at theſe words 
the butcher ſmote him repeatedly with his ſabre; and ſome ſtrokes falling 
vpon that beauteous face of his; fo renowned all over Bengal for it's 
regularity and ſweetneſs, the Prince funk on the ground: but with theſe 
words in his mouth: Enough, — that is enough—1 am done for,— 


and Hoſſein-c8li-qhan' s death is revenged. * On uttering theſe words, he 


fell on 8 face, returned his ſoul to it's Maker, and | emerged out x: of 


— 


© (64) T his 3 is alſo 3 8 che name of Laal-mahmed; elle 
Laal-mahmzd, a favourite ſervant of Miren's, was joined in the commiſſon. | 
(65) The Prince having ſo far recollected himſelf as to wiſh to purify himſelf ds 


— tt. AM. _— 


to law (for ſuch a purification, and alſo another, together with two ſhort pray ers are of 


obligation on any man going to the charge, or to death) was refuſed; upen which he 


aſked ſome water io quench a Malen, * and this alſo having n. he ſub- 
mitted to his fate. 0 | | 10 0 
this 


» 


this valley of miſeries, by wading through enn blood: dis body was 
hacked to pieces, by ſtrokes without number; and the mangled carcaſe 
being thrown | acroſs the back of an elephant, was carried through- 
out the moſt frequented parts of the city, by way of notiſying the 
acceſſion of the new ſovereigu s: but what is ſingular, and yet is univerſally 
atteſted, the elephant-driver having for ſome particular buſineſs of his 
own, ſtopped for a moment, it chanced to be preciſely at Hoſſcin-c8li- 
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qhan's door, where ſome drops of blood were ſeen to drop from the man- 
gled body, and they fell on the very ſpot where that nobleman had been 


enn but two years before. 


«© See,” and take warning, ye that have eyes. | 
It was in this manner the wind ſhifted, and the face of things changed. 
O world, fickle and fragile! O world, incapable of ſtability !— 
po not ſet your heart, my friend, upon fuch à world: itfis Hike a ſtranger, 
„Like a dancer, that goes every day from houſe to houſe. (“) a 
«© What for to fall in love with a fair one, 
Who ſhifts her huſband every morning? 
And indeed to a wiſe man the world is but like a beauty, 
«© Who conſtantly roves from one to another, 
* Acquire and bring together all Caron's wealth, y 
r You ſhaH carry no more with you, than what you have enjoyed, or beſtowed, — 
«© Do good to day, ſince the field is your's, and you have the power of it; 
cc Make haſte : for the next year, the field will paſs to another tenant.” 


Sxkab Lep-Dôgran s mangled body having been carried through ſo many 
ſtreets, was paſſing by his mother's gate, who being a Princeſs accuſtom- aaing nac. 
med to live immured, knew nothing of the revolution; and the only in- py 

quired what was the cauſe of the confuſed noiſe and cnes ſhe heard to-day 
without her walls. On being informed of 'the matter, the unfortunate 
Princeſs, unable to contain herſelf, forgot at once her ſex, veil and ſlip- 
pers, and runting out of the houfe, like one diſtracted, the threw her- 
ſelf on the body, which the covered with her kiſſes, and ſate diſconſolate, 
ſttiking repeatedly her face and breaſts. This ſpectacle greatly affected the 
by-ſtanders: but Qhadum-haffen-qhan, who had juſt got upon the terrace 
of his houſe, to feaſt his eyes with the ſight of the mangled carcaſe of 


his maſter and benefactor s ſon, no ſooner perceived the effect it made on 


(*®) Dance-women „ although not profeſſed proſtitutes, are however reputed ſuch. 
E FE HT Ht 29 OHA MHOTTD T2 HTHOU | the 


* 
— — — 
A — 


—— 


— — — os 2? BY 


—— —- — 


2 * 1 
: — 


0 


6 2866 9 


the honeſt folks than finding fault with the tenderneſs of that pious throng, 
he ſent a number of Mace-bearers and other ſervants, who by dint of 
blows and eudgelling, and by the moſt indecent violence, forced back that 
unfortunate Princeſs, who at the ſight of her ſon's body, had loſt her mind, 
and knew not herſelf where ſhe was. Numhers of other ladies, that had 


followed her, in the ſame condition, were uſed in the ſame barbarous 


or aon Rr i inen oi yeanalt 90 
| | 1 r 1 | c 
A ir ſt be remembered, ht hah. Seradj-ed-d68lah v was _hrogghe, into 


town, Mir-djaafer-qhan was taking his afternoon nap: for that ſudden and 


manner. 


exceſſive alteration in his circumſtances, ſo far from having affected that | 


cuſtom of his, had only added firength to it; eſpecially when he had 
taken his doſe of bang (“). The doſe now being taken on the chair of 
command, and on the meſned of dominion, had operated in a two- 
fold manner: he lay dead to every thing; nor was any man daring enough 
to awake him. But there was no need of interrupting his ſleep: his virtu- 
ous ſon, before any intelligence had been conveyed to his father, had alrea- 
dy diſpoſed of that unfortunate Prince; and as, Mir-djaafer- qhan, on riſing 
from ſleep, had made haſte to ſend A meſſage to that high · born ſon of his, 
for recommending vigilance and watchfulneſs over the depoſed Prince (for 
ſuch was his expreſſion), the hopeful ſon laughed at the meſſage, and re- 
turned for anſwer, «that he was not a man to neglect ſo. important a 
cc © charge;” and chen turning to the by-ſtanders, who were in great num- 
bers, he tauntingly reflected on his father, who was now ſending meſſages 
and injunctions, on A matter, which he had already taken care of, by diſpoſ- 
ing of the man, and effectually doing | his buſineſs. Pray gentlemen, (ad- 
c ded he), is not my father @ curious man with þ bis meſſage? Aud indeed 4s 


ce 0 ſen to Aal verh. gba s fi Mer, how could I prove dilator in 1 important | 


«a motfer b., 75 Sugh vas che eue of Seradh-og: SANs cap Sa og 


in India. 
ic 


S * 
©) An nn beverage, made of the Lin and ſeeds. 1 N e 
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END OF THE EIGHTH SECTION, AND OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


| ERRATA OF THE SECOND PART OF TAE FIRST VOLUME. 


'Page Line | 
345 26 wrote to Nizam-el-mulk ; who read wrote 


to Nizam-el-mulk, who 
345 27 and be aſked, and afked 


346 28 Some decayed Cat or Catchoo — Some 


fliced Catt or Catch$ 

379 7 and in enjoying their revenues, —— and ef 

enjoying their reyenues 
350 2  benificient — beneficent 

350 17 and alſo to pay him a Viſit, — and alſo have 
payed him a Viſit. 

351 2 inforcer ,——enforcer. 

352 18 Payed little difference his new maſter, —— 
Payed little defference to his new matter 

353 1 ſtated prayer, he faſted, — ſtated prayers: 
be faſted ' 


353 13 hadji-L8tf-L8ah, rang: L$tf-81lah \ 
353 21 the ſeat of the Divanſhip, ——'the ſeal of 


the Divanſhip. 
353 31 C8tni,——C3im 
354 9 the Viceroy's inconſiſtency is, —— the Vicce 
| roy's inconſiſtency of mind is 
954 24 Ehram which after all is a winding ſheet, —— 
| Ehram which after all is a winding Sheet 
357 3 on whoſe hand I muſt truſt, — to whoſe 
hands I mnſt truſt, 
357 3 Whetherſoever, —— whitherfoever 
358 10 diſtined, — Deſtined. 
364 18 Sir Efraz ; qhan, — Ser-efraz-qhan 
375 30 Left at his left, — Kept at his left 
376 13 The envoys's talent, the envoy's talent 


376 13 abilities and was diſmiſſed, — abilities, and 


was diſmiſſed 
370 41 SO Well, as chat The ucatys — — 10 well, that 


the treaty 
377 27 Aſters, — Stars 
378 21 tranquilled, — tranquilifed 
379 25 Degarniſhed, — unfurniſhed | 
380 22 by his very attack, this wing, —— by hie 
very attack, This wing 
383 19 from fo ſignal, — for ſo ſignal 


385 5 NEVASISH*MAHMED=QHAN, =—NEVAZISH= 


MAHMED-QHAN 
386 7 whilſt ſuch an important, — carry that 


line lower, and make it a new chapier of it. 
290 8 this manage, this manege | 


the Capola of heaven, — the Cupola of hea- 
| ven 
390 20 to have, = — to have had 
394 5 upon Him, — upon him. 
394 24 getting ſervice, as they might, —— getting 
6 ſervice; as they might 
395 24 large artillery, his Camp, —— large artille- 
ry : his Camp 
396 27 white Coach, —— white Coach: 
896 29 Service and to that part, —— Service; and 
fo that part | 
297 6 and Wounded, == and wounding 


— 


39 


%. 


Wwe... 


Page Line 


39> '21 and even by the fents of, _ and even by 
the ſenſe of | 
298 4 a Sight of him, and, a Sight of bim: and 
399 15 that had wondered ſobed in the dreary deſeft 
of abſence, aad the ilderneſs of ſeparatiom 
quenched, that had wandered in the 
dreary defert of abſence, and ſobed in the 
wilderneſs of ſeparation, now cuenched 
405 28 every heart, aud although, —— every heart; 
and although e 
436 5 bis attention, this Radja. his attention: 
this Radja 
456 20 ali-verdi-qhan, this Prince, — Alli- verdi- 
| qhan, This Prince 
403 2 ofthe Reveniess An odious . — of 
the Revenues: an odious yoke 
4r0 7 to Signiliſe, to Signaliſe 
410 To on the enemi, when the day, — on fl 
enemi; when the day 
414 15 out of about three hundred five thouſand 
horſe, —— out of about three thouſand five 
hundred horſe 
416 19 ready at Four hand: ready at yonr hands 
with-Seradj-ed-do3la, —— with- Scradj - ed 
do3la 
418 1 forty Sabres, ſhould come, — forty ſabrot 
mould come 


422 2 Shocked and angry of their not coming near- 


Shocked and angry at their cautious back 
wardneſs | 

— 3 His head-quarters: His tead-quarters.” 

423 | 6 and ſometimes H8gli, — and ſometimes ron 
HSgli 

428 22 the Deputy-governor of the 8reſſa; — tlie 
Deputy governor of the 8reſſa: 

429 5 Rampgr-bo8li, Ramp8r-bo$lia, 


432 4 Country quiet and that, — Country quietz 


and that , 
432 5 at eaſe, and as he was, at eaſe, and as he 
| Was 
432 14 of theirs arrears. But obtained, — of theie 
arrears; but obtained 
440 12 their laguers their laggers | 
441 9 Set out to his return, Set out on his ro- 
turn Sole 
441 22 Let me Siramper —— Let me Scamper 
442 12 Proclaimed that of the Important, —— wat 


proclaimed the Important 

442 20 Shevval 1155,add in the margin A. D. 1941« 
41 

442 29 It was at ſuch a conjunture that thoſe whom 


the proſperity, found means throw &. 
It was at ſuch a conjuncture that t oſe whom 
the proſperity of our family, had rendered 
Jealous, found means to throw 

446 19 Bakyr- poor Baky- poor 


2 


459 14 S<yd-aalim-ollabh, Febateba,— SCyd-aaling _ 


ollah-Tebateba 
450 
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ERRATA OF THE SECOND PART' oH THE FIRST VOLUME: 


Nage Line | 
450 21 reſources of Providence, reud 40 886 of 


Providence 

450 23 So he was far, ——he was far 

450 24 Some inſpiration from above he bid. 
Some inſpiration from above, He bid 

4;2 5 If not taken altogether, ——if not taken a- 

way altogether | 

452 13 and immaculate, bodied anceſtors, —— and 
immaculate bodied anceſtors 

452 18 She ſhut up the doors, of her houſes, ——- 
She ſhut up the doors of her houſes 

454 26 Lande d in his quarter, -—Landed in his 
quarters 

457 21 1155 ef the Hedjra, add in the Margin, A. D. 


1740-41, 


458 20 Kn own for abilities——Knovn for a man ot 


abilities 
458 26 an importent man, ——Impotent man, 


459 12 Totally ruinned, he loſt, totally ruinned: 


1 ER 

459 25 diſtrict of Zicary,——diftrict of Ticary 

459 30 Southeſt of Calcutta, South weſt of Cal 
cutta N 

460 3 Brooght with them brought with him 


460 6 countries, ſuch a deſign, countries. Such 


a deſign 
451 6 Conceſſions "prefered —— conceſſions i 
| red 
462 24 and ftrip-him, —— and fire 1 him 
463 6 journey, where, 
463 25 So much of them is, 
464 1 there: but even — there; but even i 
467 13 and. of ſo many and with ſo many 
459 4 Such impreſſion, Such an impreifion 
469 6 Aali-verdi-qhan himſelf who,—Aali-yerdi- 
ghan himſelf, whe ; 
469 9 Pert ectioned perfected 
470 16 for making, for maſking 
471 29 Soldiers. upon their Sabreſs, soldiers 
| ſwear upon their Sabres, 
475 22 the right —the rights 
475 24 neareſt relation, and all that, —— neareſt re- 
lations * and all that 


Journey, and where 
So much of them aa 


476 2 benificencc, ——beneficence ' 

477 5 t Court, the treaſon, ——-at. Court. Such 
a treaſon . 

417 & Teſuk-aali, y8ſuf aali 


— pecify his mind but, — pacify his mind; but 
477 17 uſual attendance, uſual attendants 


477 24 to theſe two men, ſo that, —— theſe two 


men: ſo that 
478 25 to the Viceroy and running, to their 
arms filled, ——to the Vicroy, running to their 
6 arme, filled 


481 3 identity, — 1dentic: ay 
431 eg Iapreſüng a red Iron, Imprefing with 
A 


Page Line | 
2 a red hot Iron | 2 
4.3 2 17 Hadol-nebi, read Abdol - nebi * 


482 28 miniſters, maſters 


482 29 to Saly forth, —— to Sally forth 


433 13 his deyotions, it was, — his devotions: it was 


484 5 and to approach to Bengal, —— and to ap- 


preach Bengal 
43; 8 of having, —— with having 
485 12 of their honors,—— of their honor 
386 2 at Azimabad,from whence,——at Azimabad: 
from whence | 
486 9 uſual humour) and. uſual humour): and 
486 11 Azima,——Azimat 
489 12 Mohmed-qhan-onoe,——Mahmed-qhan,once- 
489 19 each others company,—cach other 's company. : 
439 22 concicved, —— conceived. 
492 1z committ, —— perform 
490 19 Stigmatiſes Stigmatiſe 
490 3 to renew with the Majeſtuous in war 
to rene y my connections with the Majeſtunus in war, 
450 19 which mancancommity—-which man can 
: per ſorm 
401 11 and in the intell{gibts;———end the ineiligible- 
492 I to diſemble —— to diſſemble 
492 17 manduevyre— - maadeuvre 
493 22 Sayedet- -—Seyadet 
474 26 ran, towards,——ran towards 
495 -11 the conſequence——confequences” 
495 13 difeartened ——d :ſheartened MED 
498 26 preceded a few——preceded by a fewer”. 
zoo 25 come to us came to us 


501 30 as many —— as any 
_ dure Þ< 


502 2 ho ordered 
502 7 a dceal of baggage beſides e 
deal of baggage h ſides, whenever | 
of the Ganga a 
503 23 as well as Zemaniah by Afghans, — 
as well as Zemenlah, by Afghans ts 
503 27 to Bengal to be there, to Bengal, to 
de there FER 
$55. 4 Shah-abad where, ghah- ahad, here 
507 1 are worſted, Storm of again —— are. 
_ worſted agai'1 
508 1 Small troops Small troop 
503 18 Smitted Smitten 1 
509 21 Abdo- aali-qhan, my uncle's Ho 
aali-qhan my uncle's tent w 
rr 13 Ceraum-ed-do8lah —— Ecram-cd-de8lak- 
511 32 and to go over — and go over 
512 9 champany — Company 
512 9 militery — military. 
$12 15 warfare, —— warfare... 
512 28 aſſiſtance —— at a diftance _, 
513 17 freightned —= freightened 
5156. 3 Jour words, but —— our words 
517 20 Berbohum '—— Birboham 
518 28 Enniity — Eomites 


zo3 21 of the of the Ganga 


$19 


. 


Wl. | 
ERRATA OF THE SECOND PART OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
| : — 
Page Line | | -_ _ _ Page Line 
519 15 and even prefered, to me read and even pre- 653.12 Benificence read beneficence 
fercd to, me. 653 22 Nediah; and as Nediah. And as 
$20 11 at his right Ata ollah-qhan, —— at his right 653 26 Eeram-ed-doglahs, 7 Ecram-ed- dd land 
” was Ata-nllah-qian | 6 T of : : . 'T 
522 I5 in her own-name to — in her owanames 1 * 1 25600 * n | 
8 patience at once 


654 23 Bleſſed man. I ſee —— bleſſed man: I ſee 
662 8 Mir-maho3b-aaly —— Mir-mahb8b-aaly 
662 14 of Subjects: after of Subjects. After 
663 16 Nephew Nephew | 

21 Rut the people of Pgraniah — But people 


$22 18 B8rhampor. —— BSrhanpor 

$23 14 enemis horſes —— the enemy's horſs 

528 9 foljary —— fodjdary 

831 4 Sredj-qhan . Tredj-qhan ; 
531 7 with Agem-Shah —— with Aazem-Shan 


; Ns | of P8raniah 
531 19 Sregj- qhan e gat NA 667 12 cf no avail; he was =— of no avail. He was 
Mirza-Iredj-quaim 


$32 10 OTE * 668 22 Achant-Ray Achant-Ray 
— 5 mass 
543 11 troops be made e A torne by the thoras 


Preſerve and che- 


5p 1 673 9 torne by the pangs 
$43 19 AZima me 679 15 conyerſe and cheriſh 

a $43 25 KA D. 1749 as D. 1747 7 55 | 

g 557 18 for an engagement fox an engagement 


687 27 Hedjra or Hermaphrodite — Hedjrahs or 


562 2 2u D. 1749 A. D 1 747. Hermaphrodites | 
Aim eam „ 695 3 the Mebadian, — the Mehadlan: 
E e ROE 693 2r mortification morifications 
$72 28 eee W 3 — * 699 24 this moſt in conſiderable che moſt in 
8820 28 Aden al — 5 W | 
2333 36 was not beſtowed was beſtowed ACC 1 | 
> 74 ibis ntrepide the grand Son 


702 ß theon!ly man the holy man 


388 26 his country and fortune, a prey to —— his 


Country and fortune, as well 8 a prey ts 17 to account to an account 
$90 10 nuzeer nezer 21 fermity firraneſs | | 
590 10 at the ſame time; at the ſams time: 702 22 Scrad-ed-do$3!ahs Seradj · ed do3lah's F 
$51 10 Which belonging which belongs 30 for dictinchors Sake for diuιinc 
392 2 nazime naz ems : fake 
492 4 to Ptraniah his Capital to P3ranials 33 bulls or Cow —— Nails, or a Cow 
his Capital: 5 5056 18 Mahomed Mohammed 
£93 13 Coſſey Coffey 706 23 fundamentals foundations 
£95 2 after defeat of after the defeat of 708 13 1285 . thins Sun, 25 2 | 
507 16 munineers mut ineers mies N 
599 28 blazad —— blazed 911 12 Perenial Perennial | 
605 25 So many men had do many men that 719 4 Indeclared war In a declared war | 
had 719 9 So faithfully and bravely So faithfully — 
ro 15 Shah Diehan- abad : Djehan-abad and fo bravely | | 
6:7 21 than him than he 722 26 23 us as we | 
613 17 a writer-nevertheleſs a writer, never- 723 19 as all other faithfulls——2s 2!! the other faithful 1 
theleſs a. 730 28 N in exacting foremoſt wn | 
62 3 wrize at the margin A D. 1754. 55. exciting F | 
22 22 Djma *Djama+ 737 25 Miſintelligence — Meſntellizgence 
630 25 never ſucfered never. ſuffer 738 12 he reſolved — had reſolved - | 
621 21 in the ſequel and In the ſequel, and 742 C Car-guzer-quan Car- guzar- qhan 
632 9 with tue head —— at the head . 245" 23 incamped e 
632 9 numzrows body and annerous body, and 751 7 and live in it in retirement and live 
636 14+ Amed-qhen — Ahmed-qhan in ret cement 
637 23 an immenſe but glance — an immenſe 754 9 bad now allembled had aſſembled | 
ballance 755 4 King Inghilter King of Inghilter | 
629 11 Cloths Clothes | 755 19 Þy every meaus Which: —— by every means | 
649 17 Ramnaran Rim-narain which +. , 
643 17 write at the margin —— A. D. 756 8 and to retabiſhing —.— and ſot retabliſhing 
| 1754-85. 755 31 water, Calapani water, than Culy Pani * 
650 10 Ecranmed-dolah Ecram-ed-dd3tah 765 25 Conficent Confidant , 8g | 
651 14 + write at the margin —— A. D. 1754-55: 777 34 In anote of the 7 Section —— In the note 4 | 
G2 24 Simoaking —— Smoking, EY of thus Section | 
33 | : | 
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